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T the fourth connsel of the mystic song a sudden Jnstre, like the goJden 

 -& 
 beams which brighten up the horizon at the evening hour, illuminated 
( BI 
 my heart. ::\Iethought a countless multitude of men, of every age, and 

 1't V order, and degree, passed before me. Emperors and princes were there, 
J.t. and mitred fathers, and whole hosts wrapped up in sable weeds; nor 
were wanting the ideal comrades of our youth, steel-clad knights, and 
gentle poets of the bower and hall; grave magistrates too fonowed amidst a throng 
of citizens and peasants, in which were some who toiled in trades laborbus 
which seem base to the pride of mortals, and others who craved alms for sweet 
charity, and#around each did shine an unimaginable light, encircling him as a lu- 
minary of eternal vision, which clearer than with any voice proclaimed his everlast- 
ing princedom. These were all they whose wishes tended to justice, for they shout- 
ed forth "Blessed," and ended with "I thirst." 0 how after each pause the har- 
mony sounds morp and more strange to ears of flesh and blood. We know, in- 
deed that an spirits on this earth hunger and thirst, as all mourn. Who has not 
observed, while wandering on the shore of brief life with wretched men, the care- 
ful provision made to satisfy the thirst for riches, the thirst for singularity. the 
thirst lor novelty, the thirst for change, the thirst for honors, the thirst for the 
first seats, and for hearing Rabbi, the thirst for knowledge, perhaps, so praised 
by that Chæronean sage, who says, "that letters and philosophy should imprint 
in our soul a passion similar to thirst and hunger, which would evince its 
power if we were deprived of them;" but unless when enjoying such visions from 
reverting to the traditions and monuments of ages of faith, where, 0 where is 
there any indication di8cernible among Adam's children of attention to the thirst 
for justict:' ? 
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"'!\Iy soe.! thirsteth after thee," said holy hrael's king. " 
Iark," adds ðt. Au.. 
gustin, "how he thirstell. There aro who thirst, but not after God. \rhooVel 
feels the ardor of ùesire, that dl'sire is th<> thirst of his BOUI. And BOO how màny 
desires are in the hearts of men! One desire
 golli, another p
ionB, another 
cattle, another houses, another honors. 
ee how many desires, and how few men 
there are who ever ;:jay, C my soul thirsteth after Thee,' for men thir
t ILftcr tho 
world, and they know not t.hat they arc in the de:;ert ot Idumæu, where their 
souls ought to thirst after God."1Ie 
In submitting history to the investigations required hf're. there are m
ny :1nll 
various points to be kept in yiew. 'Ye should, in the first pla.rl', r{'mark. how the 
need of a divine object for the wants of tlw sonl was rl'cognizl.a, from \\ hich in 
a great measure followed the OffiCl.g and fl'stivals of religion, whirh must, there- 
fore be surveyed in ord{'r. This r
earch will demonstrate what a zeal for fl'- 
ligion animated m{'11 in all classes of societJ. A
-:l thus far our attention will 8el'm 
to have been confined to \ erify the existence of the thirst \\ hich ið bl
'f.l: but 
from this point, its fulfilment will bo our theme; for I shall then proce 'ù to show in 
how admirable a manner the religious sentiment was rl'ùuI'ed to action, whi<'h will 
lead on to a particular investigation of the state of mor.Llity in the age8 which \\ l" 
review; when I shall ha\.e illustrated this statement by tho evidence of cont<,'m- 
poraneous authorities it will be neC('s;);'Lf)' through rega.rd for the mistakes and 
errors of later times, to show on what principle that whole systpm of mor- 
ality depended, and what was its peculiar tone. After which inquiIJ, I shan 
bring the sixth book to an end. 
All ages have ùeen characteriz('d by certain leading pa.ssions. which ha\"e im- 
pelled men to pursue some particular object of apparent good. ðome, like the 
epoch which is distinguish{'d by the risc of the Ill'W opinions in the fifteenth 
century, have been ages of a\arice, of the reign of gold, when men thirsh.d after 
riches as the supreme felicity for which they were reaùy to make the 8.'lcrifice of 
their souls, pledging them to Satan, and of their bodi('
, literally offering them to 
the Jews. Others, like those we rl'ad about in tinH's more remoh', have hl'cn 
ages of what are vainly termed military glory; others, like tho
 
ciatell 011 
every tongue with names illustrious, ages of nrt and literature, because though no 
error of philosophy and no temporary delusion of the multitude coulù totally sup- 
press the cry of nature, yet during those intervals, the possession of gold, military 
glory, art and literature, were held up to the admiration of men who always as- 
sent to a resolute affirmation, as being the proper object and the farthc
t ('nd of 
their desires and activity. We judge thus of timc.
 prior to Christianity from 
what we find in the writings of their eminent men, and from what has been trans- 
mitted to us respecting their customs and institutions, and by using the same 
process of investigation in reference to the middl(' aged, we shall finù rca<;on to con- 
clude, that during the long period which they comprise, tho object recognized as 
· Tractat. in Ps. 62. 
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being the legitimate end of all mortal desire, of all civil legislation, and of all in- 
dividual exertion, was not gold, not military glory, not art or literature, but, 
strange and wondrous as it may seem to many, the eternal happiness of the soul, or 
the fulfilment of justice in accomplishing the will of God. The conclusion would 
not be that these were ages of perfect justice or of social perfection, which can 
only reign within the snpernal city of God triumphant. Kay, where souls are 
imbruted in matter, the face of ext
rna.l things may often seem less disturbed than 
where men of desire with heavenly thirst illspired, are struggling to set them right; 
but that the ruling passion which can be always discerned in the history of these 
times amidst the innumerable disorders to which as at all other periods of the 
world men were subject, cannot be otherwise de::;ignated than as the thirst after 
justice; and if the proof be demanded, we find it in the institutions, legislation, 
and whole form of society whica distinguished them, for which no parallel can be 
found in the annals of mankind, and which no ingenuity can trace to any other 
orlglll. The blessed mom'nillg from which we ha,-e so lately turned seems to pre- 
sent Itself to us again oin this place; for in the thirst after justice lies the secret of 
the inexhaustible tears and profound genius of the middle ages. Precious tears, 
which flowed in limpid legends, in admirable poems, in sublime imageryo Yes, 
these complaints which they make of the course of things around tllPm, fl'Om 
which modern writers attempt to deduce such calumnious inferences, pron' only 
that they felt the eternilyof that mystel"Y which had its consummation on Cah-ary. 
1'hey saw, as a living historian remarks. that Christ was still on the cross, anJ 
not likely soon to descend from it-that the passion continues and will continue. 
Behold, these old statues in the cathedraìs of the middle ages. See how they im- 
plore with joined palms the long wished for and terrible moment when man 
for judgment is to wake from clay, wake for that great sentence of universal 
retribution which is to put an end to the ineffable sorrow which has so long 
oppressed them. The present race of men are accustomed to look with indiffer- 
ence at the great crimes of nations, r.eferring them either to the blind decrees of 
inexorable fate, or only founding on them commercial speculations, with the hope 
of enriching their own coffers. France, encouraged by some secret source of mean- 
ness and profligacy in the administrators of greater power, is thus permitted to 
run her career from Ancona to the Tagus, unstigmatized by common voice, as if 
all sense of shame and honor were extinct in human breasts; but the cry of the 
middle ages in view of the calamities and injustice of men, while waiting for 
the hour of .Almighty vengeance, might remind us of those words from the summIt 
of the mystical cross, "Tristis usque ad mortem." 
The sages of antiquity were not wholly insensible to the necessity of ha, ing 
in view amidst the perturbations and vicissitudes of life, a divine instead of a hu- 
man end. "
ell had the Athenian in Plato maintained xpfj.'at rò pÈJI O'7rovðaioJl 
tT7roJlðú
'uv, rù 
È Ill, O'7rov
aioJl pl,,* and Plato 
imse1f continually shows the 
'" De Le 6 'ibus VII. 
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importance of having one suprcme object, to which looking always, we may 
ùirect all our words anù actions. lIe woulù have this quc
tion constantly aùdrcsscù 
to his disciple
, U tJUIJf1éIlTLE (TV êÈ c,ì 7r0; m.mrEÌ!:; rí ."or' tt:t;'ó ÉfTTt ro f"j. 
profound awl searching words, at which C\ en th ' children of Ii rrht 'night som('- 
times tremble. Cicero in e't:plailling why philo:)ophy d
 not produce equal ef- 
fects upon all minds, adùuces the clispo
ition of the youth with whom he COD\"CrsCS 
to feelunsati
fied with ('very thing human, as an e\ itlence of the l:iuperior nobl('ness 
of his nature, and of its cap.Lbilities to profit by philosophy. II Te natun, cx('cl- 
411 
sum quemùam viùelicet. et altum, et hum:.um despicientcm genuil"t 'rIm>: \\ e 
reall of Schiller, "his mind wad not of that sort for which rest is prO\ iùcd. in this 
world." Faith impartl'ù tIll' privilege
 of geniu
, so as to ma.ke applicahle to 
every man the mystic nam(' of that foulllier of the religious lJlt'tropolis of the 
Gaub, 7roBw.vç, the m:m of desire in who
e brC3,:)t was extinguishe,l the 'xI)Ccø 
tation anù even the d('!'iro of happiness on ('arth. His could onl). bc a life of 
wishes, of longing, of lahor, amI rl'SUC&;nes
: it mu:-:t be tn:Lch. up :LlI of 8igh
 and 
tears, it must be all made of Sl'rvi('(', all macle of f:mt.a,sy, all m:Llle of hopeb allcl 
fears, all adoration, dutv, and obscn 9 ance. all humhlcl1cs.
. all p"ticncc, all purit), 
all trial. Rut while the thir:-:t of the worM ßpp('ar
 in that real hf'art-rl'm.ling- sa.d.- 
ness, which no ima.gination can ellllobl('. the afl1iction of soul arising from the thir..t 
for justice, is always sublime in its expressions, Rwl full of i,leal grandt'nr, as is 
the piercing melodies of the choir. It w:
, howcn>r, in the schools of the true phi- 
losophers, and in the ages illuminated by th(' light of faith, that the vag-ue n.nd im- 
perfect speculations of the ancient sag '.. a<.;..:uml'11 the ch:Lr:Lcter of exact knowledge. 
,. The reasonable spirit," Sa);3 Louis of lllois, I. is 80 noble, that no fl'ail good is 
able to sati
fy it.'1 It :\Iundus propter te factus est," say.s ::5t. llernard, "ideo mun- 
dum non ames, quia mundus non csr te dignu
, quum sis co long-e dig-nior." Fal- 
lacious are the things which cannot always remain with ll
; thing
, adcls St. G rl'g- 
ory, " which cannot expel the wants of our mind:-:." " Great is till' dignity of tho 
rational cl'eature," exclaims lIugo St. Victor, .. to whom nothing l
 than tho 
supreme good suffices, and great is its liberty, since it cannot be compellcù to 
accept it."
 St. 
\ugnstin ha.d said the same. "
othil1g temporal can satisf) the 
soul, whose scat is etemity,"U 
'propo
ition 
,clmittcd by the moùern poet, though 
with a senseless restriction. 


"There is a fire 
And motion of the sou] which wiJ] not dwell 
In It.. own narrow being, but a...pir(' 
Beyond the fitting IDt'diulll or desire; 
.\ml. but onCl' kind]('d, qupnch]('.." f'\.f'I'mo
, 
Pre,ys upon high advl'ntUl.e, nor (,
ln tire 


'" Dp Leg-ibu.. XII. t Tuscul. II. 4. 1 LudO\-ic. Blosii Instit. Spirit. cap. L 

 Hugo de St. Viet. Eruditiones Theolo,
icæ. tit. VII. UP Dodrin. C'hrist. Lib. I. ,5."1. 
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Of aught but rpst; a feyer at the core 
Fatal to him who bears, to aU who ever bore."* 


The feeding of this fire is nevertheless rcpresented by Plato, not as a fatal ex- 
ercÜ:(', but as pl'cserving the sustenance necessary for the intellectual health. .. The 
cntin' soul," ::;aith he, ,. in the best nahu'es, receives a more honorable condition 
from pos
e..::áng- temperance and justice with wisdom. that the botly acquires 
strl'ngth and beauty from health, in the same proportion a
 the soul is more hon- 
01'ab1e than the body; therefore, whoever has sen::ie. will li'l'. making all things 
tenù to thi5 end; in the fir:-:t place honorin
 instruction which gives him such a 
soul, aud despising every thing else. .. t How brightly that heavenly fire dul burn 
even in the hreath of wa.rlike men in the most chivalrous ages, may be witnessed 
in Godfrey, when in a vision he is repI'esentcIl beholding the contrast of heaven 
and earth. 


-- _" He lwnded down 
Hi-; looks to ground, and haIr in seol"/) he 
lllird ; 
He saw at once ea"th, sea, flood, castle, town, 
Strangely di\'ided, strangely all compil\l, 
And wonde,:d folly man so far should d,'own. 
To set his heart on things sO base and vilde, 
That servile empit'e searcheth, and dumb famp, 
And scorns Hpav'n's bJi.,,,, yet p,'otrl'eth Heaven the same."! 


In vain are all these public anl1 private conü'ivances, day by day, con tin- 
mtIly throughout the year, to repel, as Thucyùides sa.ys, TÙ ÀU7r1]UÚJ"
 ,. Born," 
::;ays 
t. Gregory, .. to the sorrows of this jOUl'ney. we may indeed have arri,-ed at 
tha.t degree of fastidionsnl'ð3 as not even to know what we ought to desire. '11 But 
what is naturally wished by the human wiII, is justice, a.s Duns Scotus profoundly 
observe:::, for that is it
 perfection; since, as tbe infel'ior inational nat ure has a 
principle of telllling to that which naturally agrees with it, so the will has ne- 
ce::sarilya principle of telll1ing to justicp, which is the end that agrees with its 
nature. - Hugo of 
t. Yictor makes a curious remark to show how clea.rly the 
hUllliUl heart ùiscerns that this is made for higher than earthly joys. \Yhen 
speaking of the words of Ecclesiastes, tha.t all things under the sun are T'a.nity
 
he adds. ,. I know not wherefore, but th
:::e worth when they are read sound 
sweet in om' ears. "
e are glad to be told of our evils. and what we do not love 
we nevertheleS3 love to hear. for _ we do not love our evils, and yet we love to 
hear of them. The reason must be, that by hearing of the ('viI which we do not 
love. we are reminded of the good which we love; and this remembrance of good, 
even amidst evils. is sw('et to the minù, and so much the sweeter as his e,-ils arc- 
more bitter. whIch when hearing or feeling we discern to be far removed from 
the good to which we a.spire. So that when the sorrows of our exile are de:-:cribell 


* ChiMe Harold III. 
I
 Hom. in. E\". a6. 


t De Repub. Jib. IX. t Book XIV. ii. * Lib. II. :
H 
CT Duns Scoti, Jib. II. Sentel\t. Dist. XXXIX. 9. 1. 
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and till' e'\:tent of our mi:;crv lIl.clared, our mind tmaking as if from u. long slcep, 
suddenly l"{'nwmbl'rs w here 
 it' once \\ as, anù from u. \ ie\, of thl' might)' ruins, it 
calculates the height of tJlt' snmmit from which it fell. Thi. is what rcndcr
 
1:unenta.tion ':;0 sweet to the mist'mbll', ami which con, erts the bighs anù tears 
into such delicious fooù. ... 
The Ilt'eù. how(,Vl'r, of a divine ouject app('arl.d obvioui:'. not onl) from a consid- 
cmtion of tllP dignity of onr na.turl'. but al:..o from ;L :-l'USC of what \\ u.i requisite to 
procure it 
o much of present happines..; as W;ati allowable In the" orld of wl
hc.s 
Of innoí'ent amidst the pha.ntoms of :;in and v:mit}. Did anyone hope to sati..;f)' 
hir: thirst from the broken cisÌl'rIls of tIll' worhrs joy? Pha'tlm, in her t;ickm.s.... 
was a symbol of tl1f' destiny which awaited him; for of him it would BOon be '. ill 
W'ith truth. you take ple
urc in nothing; YOU changl' from one place to nnothcr; 
Uw prl'ðl'nt is displeasing, the ahSI'nt is thought tlean'r. 
The reil:;on of which calamity wa:-; rCIll:Lrh.t'tl b) Cil't'ro. \\ hen he 
lY
 thnt lust 
can neYer find a.n end. t The amuitil)\I
. <I.'; l'a.rtlan fl'lI1arks, .1rt' all incon
tant.: 
for no one who thif:5t:o; for visibll' thing
 can e\ cr be 
atis1ìl'tl ; since, 6J,;) Hugo of 
t. 
Victor 
a}"s, .. the whole worM \\ ould not 
ut1ice to man, who is the lord of the world. 
ThE' eye cannot Ul' sati
fi('d with sel.ing nor tIll' l'ar with hcaring."
 " Thp worM 
Crit'd. I fail; the flesh cries, I rorrupt ; the demon ('rit..:" I tlc('(..i
('; Christ ('rief:. 
I rl'ston' ; and .Yet... :lads St. BI'rn:Lrtl, .. :;neh is till' hlindnl'....
 and m.s.dn('f;8 of our 
minds. that leaving Christ who ill\'ites us \\ ith loving worth.. we follow the failing 
world. the corrupting flesh, and the deceiving- deUlon. .. .. Tlw more OIll' drink..:' 

l}"S Uicha.fll of S1. \Tictor. .. the more one thirst:!, for to 8ati:,f
' the apputitt' of 
8Pwmality, the whol(' world would not 
uffi('l'. "1 
or i
 it mon' aùl(' to sati
fy 
:my of those vague dC8ir's which are 80 powt'rful in lI11'n of aClIÌl.l,y t;('nsitiH
 
mind
. and which attach them with such affection to thp fl'memhranec of tIlt'ir 
youth, to the days that were embalml'd \\ ith frienclship and \\ ith poc'y. ., TIll're 
was a time too, when I could WCl'}>," cril's 8l'hillcr: .. 0 ye d:!)'s of PP:!í'l', t hon 
C<k:tle of my fathef, ye green lovely valleys 
 0 all ye EI,y:.:ian scenes of Ill) chil,l- 
hood! will ye never come again, 1\l'Ver with )'our balmy sighing cool m) burning- 
l)ooom? 
lourn with me nature! t IH'Y \\ ill lll'\'cr conI(' again, never cool rn
' 
Imrning bosom with their balmy sighill
-th(')' are gone! gone! nnù ma)' not 
return. ., Hcturn, I)l'rhap
. Ill' would not that they should. as the profound thinker:.: 
of the middle age would fl'In:ll'k. though hil'1 wordd express that wi:-h. II ugo of 
t. 
Victor felt this IIly
t('ry of our he;).1't. ., 0 :lncil.nt time, where art thou 
.. he ('\.clnim
. 


· _\.nnotatioll"s Elucidatoriæ in El'dt'sia"t. 110m. II. 
t Tuscul. v. Î. 1 Dp ::;apientia. Lih
 III. 

 Illstit. 
Ionast. XXIX. 
' De pr:t'p.u-ationc animi aù contl'lIlp]atiunt'm. c.Lp. VI. 
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'f l"lllerly whiìe thou l'xisted I loved thee, and now when thou hast ceased to ex- 
ist, I Ion' thee 
ti1l; nor can thy departure e\Ter diminish my love for thee. "
hile 
}WC:;L'llt I lon.a thee that thou might remain, and now that thou art no more I 
10\"0 thel', anrl Jet I (10 not wish that thou shouldst return to me. )Iarvellous 
de:,ire, illcomprelH'm.:ible affection. "?hat can I love in thee if T mn unwilling 
that thon shonhl
t exist, unwilling that thou shouldst return? \\
hat is that 
unheanl of affection when a thing is 1m-cd, and yet its presence is not loved? 
,rho will explain to me this lo'\"e of my heart? The reason why I will not that 
thou shonld8t return again i:; this, that I desire rather to be with thee where 
thou art.now. Formerly I loved thee pen-ersely, when I wished thee to remain 
with me whel'e I was in exile, aIHI now I love thee with more consideration, be- 
cause I wi:;h to he with thee in om' country, where thou wilt subsist for eYer." * 
The expel'ience of ages 1m:' demonstrated that without a view to the final con- 
summation of all perfection in the reign of everlasting justice, men are sure to 
:find nothing on their pilgrimage but disappointment, and without faith, despair. 
,. Oùlidon on this earth," cries a poet of France in a passage of unminglecl 
bitterne:,:':. composCl1 a fl'w days before his death, "Oblivion on this earth, and be- 
yond it. Bchoh1. fl'icnd, my life and my eternity! Oblivion, for I have passed 
without leaYillg a trace 
 Obliyion! for how little place demands my grave! 
Poor. unkno,,"n, without a. destiny, lost in the crowd, atom cast upon the Hllgar 
waye, like eyery other mortal that floats with us, I have gathered and borne 
my cr.own of thorns, awl beyoml that nothing. "t Behold the end of man's dis- 
tempered thirst. 


---" 0 blind Just! 
o foo1ish wrath! who so dost goad us on 
In thl' brief ]if.., and in the eternal then 
Thus miserably o\'l"whelm us." ! 


It is an elTor to S1lpp08P that these melancholy views of the natural life date 
from a recent epoch. Cartlan, who never heard the modern strains, remarks 
,. that in youth, when all things flouri811, strength, senses, beauty, and genius, not 
unfrcquently we fef'llife w('ari
oml'. ..
 All that is not God is nothing. lienee 
the certain di:-:appoillLnwn t which awaits our vain hopes, vain aims, inordina.te de- 
sirC'
: for "the hopeð of ml'll," a5 Pi1ll1al' say,::, .. are tossed up ana down upon a. 
sea of error."1\ Not the highest, firme:;t seats of earthly grancluer can give them 
rest. 
Otho the third cmperOl', was openly joyous, hut on account of the warning of 
blessed IIeribert, he 8e('rf'tly groaned and wept.' Excepting the thirst for justice 
or the ardent tlesÜ'c of pleasing God, there is no movement of the soul which can 
be trusted without lleliberation. "Soli inniti prudentiæ tuæ," says 
olomon, 
"fOl'," adds Richm'd of St. \Yictor, .C man knows not wha.t may comhwe to good in 


* D.. Vanitate )[undi, Lib. II. t Bmgnot. 

 H)pl"On. C.u'da:1i <h, Consolatioll", Lib. II. II OlymÓ'. car. XII. 


! Dante, Hell, XII. 
tr Dl'exelii alll'ifodina. 
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thi
 life. in the number of tilt' tla)"s of his pen'grination. uncI III the timl' "hieh 
p:l
S1'8 awa)" liS a shadow. ... Yes, it was \\l'll Ululcr
to,)ù in tIll" U 6 ('8 of faith that 
we Ill'l.ll a. dh ine objl'ct; that all elsl' i:; mutahle in man. .. (;1)11 alOJll':' t-:l.\ 
 0. 
French hi
torian, .. can fl'joil'p ov('r his work. IUlIl :o:a)" that it is gOOtl. \\111'11 man 
h:l
 toill'd awl coruIlH'red. ho let.ð fall from hiI-Õ hawls the long tIt'sirell oLjt' ,to di
- 
gustt'd with it and with hirn8Clf. Tlms .\ll'x:mJer ùil.d úf S:lIhll'
"', wlll'n he had 
conquered .\.sia, and .\laric whl'1l Ill' h,lll takl'n I: 0 II1l'. C;olldro)' of Bouillon 
had no ::ooner posst'
sion of the Hol
 Lancl than It' NLt disconra
e(l on the eart h. 
and languished for rl'8t within it..:; ùosom. .. (it'niu., has no pri,'ill'g" hert', for i
 
most adored crelition is sure to crumble into dust as boon as perfl'ctl'tl. St. .\ugu..- 
tin cans the imë1gl' which Wl' rt'presl'nt to ollr
l'ln'
 in conceiving nny objl'ct .. tho 
son of our hl'art. ..t 'l'Ill':'c sons tIie hefore u:o:. '1'0 Iul' e thi
 iIIn:-;tratl'tl. ) ou l1(,l'll 
only hl'ar ;:,chiller .:.peaking of his non C:Lrlo
, an<<1 accounting for i18 irr('gularit.Y. 
":-'ome time elal'
I'll," :5:.lY
 Iw, ., bl'tween beginning ßml concluùing it; I comnll'1l . 'J 
the fourth allll fifth aet
 with quit<, an ultl,l"t.cl hl'art." Litth' t'tran
I' t;hoult} it 

l'em that thl' 
trn
gll'
 of indiyillual una :,i..;tl'tl "'l'nin:, prO\t' ill
UmceJlt, wlll'n 
en'u the 
ublime:,t "OI'ks of rt'li.
iou:; art in Rgf'
 of faith. illllicah' tlmt thl'J hall 
not sati
fh'd their uuthor
. TIll' 
l'ntle hrt'ath of that spirit which pa......t..'J ùefore 
the f:lCl' of Daniel. can-yin); away king.lom'i :Lnll hrt';
king l'rnpin.)OÕ-tlmt .piri::' 
which anim:Ltell the arti
ts of tilt' lIli(lIlll' agl'. which eHahll',1 them to rai:,f' thoi'p 
mountaill
 of vaults mul (O\H'r:; into thí' air h
 g;\'in
 tlll'1Il n (orCt. grl'ah'r than 
th(' arm
 of Titan:'\; that 
pirit. let it \V )rk what it will, i
 alwa
"::. ilJ at l'.l
l' in it
 
tlwl'1ling. It can l'Xtl'lHl. allli vary. a1llì allorn it. hut it c;.l1not. re:.:t in it. .. :-;('u 
these admiraùh. cathl'llral
." contilluP-\ 
lidll'let. "howl'\"l'r hmutiful tlll')' lIIay hl'. 
with their towprs anti their 8aint
 in gloril'
' they cannot contain it. .\roun<l the 
dlUrch Wl' must huilillittll' churches; it mu
t m.liate with chapt.ls. Bc)"ontl tho 
altar \\ 
 mu:-.:t raise an altar. :L s
LIlctuarv bl'hillll till sanduar). ,. Experit'Jl('p anll 
reflection had con,"inccd philowplwr' of thiH impossiLility of 6.:Lti:,Cying tilt. thirst 
of the sou! with any thing human, ILlltl heIU"(' it is, that, as Xovalis fl'mark..;.t. 
"en.r)' 
cil'nCl' hall its god. which was its ('n.1. Mechanic", lin'd upon the per- 
petual motion, amI their higlll':,t aim W2L,.i the construction of 11 perpetuum moùill'. 
:-'0 also ('hemistr
 had its menstruum uni, er
l('. or its philosopher's stone. Phi- 
Jo
oph
' sought It fir
t principle; mathematical. thc qustlraturc of the circle; medi- 
cal, a life l'1i\:ir: political. a perfect fn'pdnm with gon'rnmcnl't. The philo:-:opher
 
of the mitlùlc age all sought the unlimited, though they found only what is limit- 
ed. They sought infinity, though they found only things." 

\rdcnt minds, endowed with the faC'ulty of extl'nding the fields of positin> 
knowledge, would never in those spiritual agP!i ha.\í' tlcvot{.a tlH'm:.:eh-es to dry 
studies if the imagination ha.lnot proposed a mysterious end 11.::1 the th':.-irct1 rt':;ult 
of thpir la.bors. Raymond Lnll
'. &\lhert. Picus of 'Iirando1a. ('ardun, and others 


· D__' statu int..,'ioris hominis. Lih. T. c. :!-t. t IJp Trinitat
, Lih. XI. 1 :j('hrifh'n, I!. :'?:J1. 
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of that typP, had all a nobler though le88 practical object in view than what is 
generally a:5cribed to them, ideal anù often fantastical it is true, but still the secret 
firp which instigated them to such prodigious labors. 
Rnt this di
appointlllent wa
 the punishment of pride, me thinks I }war some one 
reply. In the mere research or discovcry of natural truth, these men would have 
found that rest and satisfaction which would have filled the vacuum of their 
hearts. Yain pretensions of modern philosopher
, which the weakest can se(' 
through; for if he who should 
ay that he had oppnerl certain great fountains 
which had been concealed. wpre to :-:ay this. at the same time exhibiting every in- 
dication of thir
t. wouM it not be ridiculou
? ...\nd is it not absurd when these 
men who affirm that they an' not only the lords of fountains, but that they are 
them
elves fountains, and able to irrigate the minds of an, while they promise 
this to other
. arc themselves parched up with thirst?* 
The great mastf'rs of the spiritual life discovered that it was the absencf' or pres- 
ence of the thirst after justicp which causpd sallness or joy. H Si quis mundum 
omnino odit." says 
t. John Climacu::5, "hic h-istitiam effugit. Porro, si qui'3 quali- 
bet visibiliulll rcrum affectione mordetur, tristitia. non dum liberatus e:;:t. .'t 'Ihey 
saw that in fact men were constantly committing the double error of Karcissus 
and it
 opposite, concluding that a substance is a 8hadow, as often as they mi
- 
took a shadow for a substance. To privation an men are doomed on this earth. 
hut those are least wretched who are pitil'd most: for it is not an imaginary good 
as many SUpp08C to have one's afl\,ctions centered upon a heavenly end, nor is it 
a !':ub
tantinl felicity to have reaped the shadows of human kinclnes
 which pa..;s 
like tlw wind upon the rocks of the de
ert. 
Goethe represents Tasso thirsting with all the ardor of a youthful and poetic 
genius for the friendship of Antonio. and we think him deserving of pity, hecause 
the latter meets hi
 afh-ances with the formality, and coldness, and distrust of one 
who makes the world his friend: but had 11(' found a heart of other mould, and 
sought it 
o, there would have only been a postponement of the bitter hour. 
H'lPPY the man who Imrneth. not by pxperience, w}1Pn it is too late. the folly 
of placing confidencf' in the stabilit,r of creatures, or in any thing but in thf' very 
root and substance of justice. ...\.re you laboring for the glory which Pinrlar prom- 
ises to the conqueror, sa.ying. 


-- fLira Tì ICÀÉOÇ aÍfì 
,; T[J1( (1ÒV ripaç E(17rET' úrÀaól" t 


Do you e
pect happiness in tIlt' friendship of those who arc not as
ociateò in the 
prh-ileges of eternal good ? You arc sowing the wind. you are embraC'ing a shallow. 
,. quia pitins on1Ï\-iscentu1' tui homines, quam æRtima
." 'Yhat profound scars 
docs mii'fortunc aml oftpn too that which is called by fool:; prospprit\"'. leave in 


· Cicero ad Hel'f'nnium. Lih. IY. Ii. t Scala P:lI'adi
i (
I'a". 11. ! Olymp. YIII. 
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the bouI 
 lIow quickl)" it uproòts froUl U IIl'art that is not l'hri:O:lian. all hope. 
allll all poe
)' 
 II 0\\ 
oon one arrin.s with tht' l'\ 11 gt'nil1
 of Fr:l11L'c ,it 
.ilw 
in tlll' life of nations as in that of iIll1h"i,lnal:-:, a cold ph.asantrJ of fah' 
 .. B,.for., 
the fall, man wa:o: full, IJl'cau
,' notl wns his Cl'lltrl' ; hut," contilllit's Ib:uler. .. aftel' 
it II(' Ù,'C:UUl' intl'TlULIly \"oi.l, Ood {'(\,j.
('tl to h., his ('('ntn', u1\II il1r'h.:\.l of fìJling 
him inh'rnal1y, comprt,:o:::.-ptl him from \\ ithout. lmd hl'Ill,t' hl.ing unahlt. to bl1l"'- 
tain him:-clf, he falls with a weight npon :0:0 III l' thin
 t'dl'rnal. in of.l,,1' to hl' 
U-.:- 
taille!]. ., "hill' thus pla"l.tI h,' has but o Ill' u?ternati\l', to he \\ rt'tchl'.l, 
el.king 
ha ppil1t':'s in the Jon' of f'reaÌlut's, or to he' dt'..irin
 Ul1t1 hoping, looking tow:mlt) 
that prilmlI::-cat, ,. uhi pulchritt1tlo ('st ,.t satil'tas ....terna... allt1 pra) in u in word8 
like thO
l' with which n:u1Ìt' ad.lrl''':''''''': tilt' hIe" ..1 spIrits :- 


.. () Iw....nnia\ ntlWt'I
 
or g-Iatlnt':-;s t"'t'I'la..ting-, th.it f'"hal.' 
In singh' brpath ,)'our ()tl()
 manifold; 
Brt'athe now; antllet t h., hun.,:-"I' he app...i....'], 
That \\ ith g-rt'at era \"ing' lon
 hat h helt] my 
oul, 
Finc1in
 no food on partJl. .,. 


It is w}l('n hrought to this stat(', that ue'f'or(ling- to tll(' writt'Ti'I of the middle 
age, thè Fat1ll'r draws 1\ man to Chri:.:1: .. for:' s.'1y
 tIlt' author of TIlt'ologia Ger- 
maniC's, .. whl'1I finy thing of thi
 pl'rfpct 
00,1 is nn,'O\','r,.,l :Ll1tl manifc
te,l to th.. 

onI 
\S if in :L moment th,'rt' :lori..t.:; in thut mun 1\ dl.sire of approaf'hin
 tll this 
perfl'ct goo(l, and of uniting' him:o:plf to it. TIlt' great('r i
 thi
 ,1t':o:irf'. tilt' 11101'(' is 
re\"eal('ò to him, t]}(' HHH'(' ht' thir
t
, th(' mOI'c' Ilt' is !-ati:-fipc1. allll tht' lIIort' thert' i..; 
rl'ym}('rl to him, the morl' h.. .It':-:irt's and i
 drawn. Thu
 mall i
 drawll to a ('Oll- 
junction with the ptt'rnal p- o oc1, an.1 this is tht, drawing of tllC' Fathl'r, .. t This 
was tIle' direction gin'll to t1lt' human intl'lligl'ncl' eluring- tlu' :o:tlpt'Tnaturnlll,
('.. of 
which I am attempting the hi:o:tory. It y, a
 ILCl'Uratelya"c'l'1'taint'rl that tht, thir
t 
of men wa..; not for any F
'conÙar) strt'<1I1l. hut fl)r tlH' g-rt'ut orig-inal 
ol1r('e of 
jnstic... "At the banquet of nort;' NLYS JIngo of 
t. ''ictor, .. then. IS hut one dish, 
but tll'8pi
e it not. for it F:atiatt'
. '[an
' thing
 urt' in th(' \\or1c1, an(lnonc of tlH'm 
"an fill man's ht'art. hnt tht'n' is Ont' good with God. allll wh(,11 this i
 fOl1ll11. all 
is found. ' Ergo non in multitu,IÍJlP, sed in nnitat" satit'tc:o: ('st.' .. t Tht. t'ry of 
tIll' middle agf's was that of tht' prop]}('t, " 'Iihi nuh'm :uth:l'fCre Deo. honum t 
t." 
iIJterpn.t('tl accor.tin
 to t]I(' comTñ('nt of St. .\ ngustin, If ,rany w('n' the opinion
 
of phil(l;;;ophcrs rl'
peetin
 the chief gootl; but he .1ol'
 not b.'lV, for mt. to h3o\"I' 
riches is good, or to have a crown and scpptre is good, or what som.., of tllt'm dill 
not blush to 
ay. for 111(' to have 
!'nsnnl pl(':!sllrc is gooel, or what "'01111118 }wttl'r. 
for me to have virtue is 
ood, but for J11e to a(lhcrc to (;011. i
 goo,l : thi:o:, tht-1't'- 
fore, i8 tlll' ('hipf gootl of man." 
 


* P.Lr:ul. XIX. t Car>. :;t. 1.\nnnt. in ('1t.1t.
t. Hil'..art'h. 
 HI' Ci\"itatt. Ol'i. Lilt. X. 1
. 



_<\ G E S 0.[1' F .A. IT H . 


29 


CHAPTER II. 


(1"""...-.c-<t H
\ T such was the thirst of men during ages of faith, will appear more 
! I 00 
 clearly as we proceed to inquire in what manner it developed itself, and 
, -1,- 
 what were its effects; for in truth. the whole life of man, the whole 
, 
.i constitution of society, notwithstanding all its defects aDd abuse
, wa
 a 
" u >1! continued display and evidence of its power. Who sees not that this 

 was the thirst which imparted that theocratic character to the nation:5 oC 
Europe which induces philosophers like \'lco to de
ignate this perioll by the title 
of a divine and heroic age? \\
ho does not discern that it was this thirst which 
mm-ed men to cover the earth with so many noble monuments of piety, :50 many 
institution
 of mercy; which rendered the whole life of so many great artists 
de\"otClI to the honor and service of the Catholic Church, a kind of continual 
fever: which mad!' men legislate for heaven rather than for earth, for the celes- 
tial rather than for the huma.n republic; which drew some from the arid dcært 
of the world to seek the living waters in the paradise of cloistered sha(1es, and 
others to devote their bodies as witnesses for justice amidst the profane city; that 
this was the thirst which made the true devoted pilgrim pursue his way, so 
wearisome and long. unllaunted, and firm, in his fixed resolve to measnre king- 
(loms with his feeble steps? 'Vhat else was it but this thirst which drew a St. 
Dorothea from nanzig to Agen, to venerate its holy relic::ì, and tn visit the her 
mit in the dark wood adjacent, for who
e little chapel thrice she left her home, and 
malle that long journey of desire in time of war, w hen robbers infested all the 
W3}"S, from who
e barlmrous hands she RufÏerecl griefs unnumbered? 'Vhat other 
cau
(' impelled her afterwards to traverse Germany awl Italy, to visit Rome for 
the jubilee. with such ardor, that during the whole pilgrimage. it is i'ai<l, she 
slept but one night. which was the second aftl'r êu'riving in the holy city? Was 
it not also this thirst which 
a\.e "ri:::e to the interminable toils of Christian knight- 
hood, and to all tlw wondrous and acute provisions which were prescribed for 
ministering to the wants of human society? But that our path through this 
thick wooll may not seem retrogm(le or cnllles!o:. let us take some one object of 
unquestioned interest as the 8('ope of our l'nterprise. that by the complete survey 
of it we may have a swift, delightful. <to) well as an instructive way, in exposing 
the admirable manifestation of this divine thirst. 
In the school befor{' our la
t, we hall occ,l
ion tò nnfold the history of chllr('h{'
, 
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\, ith all that reJãteù to their origin, construction, awl at10rnment. ,r c 11&1\ l, ,een 
with what truth the divino wonh Illay be applied to thl'lll. thl')' wcrc 111:111t' 
by God. "8incc," i.li 
t. .\ll'
ustiJl sa):;, "from him is c\"cry I'l'rfcet 
ift. an,l 
that to construct those hou:) '3 of pra)er, he vi:;itcd thc miud:3 of hi:3 faithful, ex- 
cited their affections, supplied a:-:si
tancl', ill
pired thpir wills that they shoultl will, 
assisted the efforts of their gooll will that they 
hould at'l'umpli
h, 80 that it \\a'" 
God who worketh in us hoth to \\ ill allli to do of his good pll'a:5ure. that he'
:\11 
and l>l'rfcctcù iLB these thing8. ,.. Thl' préSL'ut .L3 app '.ucù the proper place for 
rc
mniJlg, ..LS it were, that story, and for considering the h01,)" OfiìCl'S whi...>h were 
celebratcd within the:-:e di\illely con:-;tructed \mIls, anti the \ariou::J fe,;ti\:l18 \\hich 
pious devotion commemorated tlH're; for the ,oil" of the Church wa.; tlll'lan- 
guage of desin', atHl the cxpre&5ion ,If that thirst which is a..:.suagcd only by justicl', 
only b)" beholding the fnce of Him uncon'rl'l! who is St'l'1l n
ill'(1 upon the altar, 
who is him::;elf in infinite perfection, ju:,ticL'. :LillI truth; :LntI if the' hi.,torian of 
France can justly anirm that material morllmH'nt
, SUt"'h U:-ì the cathedral::! of l'a.i.:, 
and Uheíms, âre great hi
torical facts which speak mOrt' than long narmtioús, 
HIrely it will not be irrclt'\":mt to the cnt{'I'pri:;e of UIO":t' who ..:('ek information 
rc
pecting the intimatc t'l'ntiment:l of the mitltllo figt', to infJl1ÍI'c \\ hat wa
 th.' 
purpo
e to which the::)c werc applie(l, what wa3 the 
pirit within that man eilou 

)"mbolism which a:;tonislu'g hy it5 ,"",.;tnc:53 Bnd soothcs by it.i Pl.erlc . l.Jf'aut).? 
To minds thoroughly imbuetl with U st'n.:c of jnstiel', till' worll1 even in that n,;e 
of Chri::;ti:m Institutions pn'sentl'd u. ch:Lo:oõ. Tho t'onl of JIlan fi'pirl'tI to ol"\l('r. 
anù it hoped to fin(I it in thc 8)"mholic ct'remonips of !:Lith. In thl' ('hnrch a
on(' 
wa:-: thl' intelligpnrc of man, hi", tnI(' lifl', untl his rest. Thl' CI)n
tant lon' with 
"hich the divine officI's wen' l'ell'1,r.Ltt'tl t1urill
 t11(' mitltlle n,
('
. (':LI\ 1)(' r.-fl'rrcll 
to Ilu othcr source hut the dispwÚtion which is proruHlnf'l'll 1,1(''':'';''11 fl'om thc moun- 
tain. It IUltlonhtedly ori
ilmtec1 in a thirst fOI' jl1sticl'. :L thir:-:t for ortl('r, a thirs" 
for the iu\"igihle sUl'n'mp goocl of which all parthly form
 of Iwauty \\"pre convert- 
(.d by it into 
ymbol
. Ll't us pro('ppil, thl'rp(Of(', by fìr:,t e:L...;ting:L J!hult', at the 
hi
tor
 of their in4itution. 
In the inf:ulP)" of till' Church, immet1iah'1y aft('T till' Tl'
urrl'ctiuu of our Lord, 
Wl' find that his di:.;:cipl('s were :Llw:LJs iu th(' tpJ1lple prai!o\iug :\1\11 ble :illg' (;od. t 
Philo .T ut1a>ns wrot\' :L hook, It Pe Yita Christianornm." in which h(' dpscriùe:i 
how the C'hri:oõti:ms l):l.
:;pd their time in pnùlic p
1.hllOI1y aUlI h}"mu"l, kc 'ping 
vi
ils during the night, nn.1 singing in pr:li
p of {1011. m:Lkin
 stations at altars 
anù joining in alternate chorus. t LucÏ:Ln. tllt' ath..i..;t. in ou(' of his tlialog11e:-. 
hnghs at tlH' Christians for paS3in
 wh01(' night..; in !'in.
in:: hyrnni anlI \"i("f'ils.
 
Pliny r('la,te8 to Trajan that they u.;;ed to a' .;r>mblp herorp light to F-ing hymns to 
('ht'ist,1\ anti .\mmianu:i :\l:J.rcpllilluR, anot1wr l1('athen writl'r, records the custom 


'* St. .\II
U
t. 
f'rrn. :?26 tIt' Tt>mpore. 
! Snub.. in Yit. Philo. I-:IN'b. Lih. H. I'. ti. 


t:o;. l.u\.'. XXIY. :j.:. 

 In Philop.lÌl't>. 1 ih. X. e. 
Ji. 
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of the Christians passing the llight in their churches. The offices of prime, tierce, 
sext, nones, vespers, anù matins, are spoken of in the apostolic constitutions, and 
hy 
t. Dionysius, the Areopagite. * Tertullian, in the beginning of the thirù cen- 
tury, dl'
l'ribes the early congregation of the faithful before light, and expressly 
mentions the celebration of the third. sÍ\:th, ninth, and vesper hours. Origen in 
his third book on Job, alludes to their matins ànd vespers, and Clemens Alexan- 
drinus in the ninth of the 
tromata, commemorates tierce, sext, and nones, as ùoes 
a1:;;o 
t. Cyprian in his book "De Oratione Dominica." 
t. Zeno, in his first ser- 
mon to the N eoplÚtes prai
es "the sweet vigils of the bright night," and Cæcilius 
with :\Iinutius Felix, calumniates the nocturnal congregation of the Christians, 
calling them, "latebrosos et lucifugaces. .. In the same age, St. Hippolytus the 
)Iartyr, in a ùiscourse on the end of the world, says, that one effect of the coming 
of antichrist will be the abolition of the psalmody and sacred rites of the Church. 
"hen 
t. Basil \Va" detained in prison, some clerks and deacons gm-e money to 
the guards that they might gain entrance, in order to sing with him during tlH' 
night the divine offil'es. This is related by John, the Priest, of "Xicomedia. In 
the fourth century there are abundant testimonies, in Eusebius Uæsariensis, St. 
Athanasius, 
t. Basil, anJ St. Gregory X azianzen. From these it appears that 
the psalm" Deus, Deus meu
."and ali'o that ,. Benedicite omnia opera," were then 
sung at matutinal laud
. The duty and happiness of this early thanksgi,-ing are 
feelingly enforced by these great saints, who describe the solemn beauty of tlH' 
nocturnal chorus. Palladius, speaking of the mountain of Xitria. on which five 
thousand monks Ji,-ed in the time of the great St. Anthony, says, "At the ninth 
hour, you might hear in each monastery the hymns and psalms sung to Christ, 
with prayers and buds, so that you might suppose yourself passed into a paradise 
of joy...t St. Jerome and 
t. Chrysostom, explain the particular object of each 
11Our'8 JeyotioTl. At the rising of the sun, it was to return thank:, to God; at 
tierce, to commemorate the descent of the Holy Ghost at this hour; 
at sext, tlH' fastening of Christ to the cross; at none" his gidng up the 
ghost: at the setting of the !'un to thank Goel for the mercies {If the past 
day: and then they enumerate the nocturnal vigils and matutinal lauds at the 
first crowing of the cock. 
t. Augustin, in numerous places, mentions the same 
offices, as does also Cassian in his Jescription of the ecclesiastical and monastic life. 
Peter Chrysologns, Ryne
cius. Yjctor uticensis, and St. Cæsarins of _\rIes. are 
equally clear in describing the nocturnal vigils. and the daily offices; am} holy 
men in dying used to instruct youths. in the manner of oh
en.ing tlH'm.l :NiIu
 
the 1Ionk. relates that the holy fa.thers in Sina were killed by the barbarians at 
break of da
., at the end of their matutinal h."mns. In the sixth century. the 
mo,.t holy I3l.nedict furni:,hes in his Rnlp an ('yidence of the fen"or with which 


',- Cardinal Bona, de divina Psa]modia cap. I. * 4. . 
! 'Ietaph. Duty a[-lHl SUI'iuJU. 1:? 
l'ptl'lllbn', 


t IIi,.,t. LaUl'iaca. cap. .. 
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men ::c;tudil,tl the prait't' of l;od ; lmd in the folhm !ng ;t'Tl>, his lli. 'iple (;n>gory the 
Great cIo:)':) the e,i,ll'nce produced bJ Carùinal Bona. in the history of the ùi- 
vine psalmody. Thl'n followed ISHlort' of Spain. \lcuin of .England, \malarills 
Fortuuatlls, Habanus )[auru
. 'ralfrillu
 bimbo. Hupertuti .\bba:- lIugo Ill' 
t. 
Yidor. amlothl'rs, who culti\atl',l thl' oXl'rcÍbC of tIll" di\"illl' Ofiìl'" with tiJl' grl'a.t- 
l.
t f('n or. Tlll1
 \\(' tliscl>rn the gross orror of Poliùorut) \ïrgil, \\ 110 8U ppo
 
the institution of the &l
rl>d.hours to ha\cari
l'u in thc tinw of l'c1agius II., 
W}H'rl'aS Cardinal Bona ha
 fully -:ho\\ It that tt.t')' comml'ncl.'d with the infant 
Church. Pallmlius dec1are
 that he beheld a stah> ill \\ hil'h tlll'ru \\t're 1110r(\ 
ulOuastcrics than profane hOll ''', that the Ji\"il1l' prniSl" "t'ro sung in every 
pot, 
and that till' whole city seemed to bc Ol1e churdl.. I n ß
.thinia ILrlJ:-
 mo
tericB 
(;XUl f lÍ/7WJ, in which thl> divlJ1P prai
P8 "l'fl' \Hlct'asiugly 
un
 night nnd day. 
Xicephoru8 relates that Oul' of th('
 wa.. built in lon..;tantinopll'. in which an as- 
sOC'iation of monks, diçided into thrc. choir:-:, mnintainí'el an uncl'asing- psalmody. 
:-\t. lolumhan, at Luxeuil, in
titntl'd a similar mOIULstcr.\', lLUt! 
t. Gregory ùf 
Tourr-: m('ntion
 another at .\
l'n. The F:LHle rult' \\ a
 oh8<:,r\ ell in till' abbey of 
:-\t. I )enis. antI in thut of Toufs. and in mall
. hOU""5 of thl' f'lster"ian ortlt.'r. TIll' 
miutl
 of men ('\.cr restl',l upon that divine çcræ, ., Be'\ti qui habitant in domo 
tna. Domine: in s:.l'cula 
a'cnlorum laUClahllut tf'." Of the clergy of Paris, in the 
time of i"'t. Germain. Fortunatu5 
lY
.- 


.. ('arrnine DivllJit,o eli" inli poëmat.L p,mgen., 
('ur
ihu... 
idui.. dU]l'" rpvolvit opu..... 


The Cistercian monk
 always ct'h.hratt't! laude at 1m'ak of day, .md t}H'rl'Íore, 
in the" intl'r Beason. uftt'f sin
ing 1l0dllfll::. tllP)" ahnl
.S l"\'tnrnl'el to thl.ir cell 
to sppml the intC'rnll in study Of pmyef until tIlt' fir
t bn':dr of Jight; but in the 
:.-nmml'r t hl'Y 
ung laud
 imJlll'diatel
' after matinf';. t St. \mbro:-' furnif.hes l'\ i- 
11('n('l' that in hi
 timt', people of uH f'orts (':une to matill; on :-;111111a
.. ml'n anti 
"omen. youth an.l old people. only 011C' or two rl'mairlPel at hOIJll' to 
nafd tho 
hou
l'. t The 8acrcd 
('riptnres (''\'"cry \\"lwrc rl'cor,l that ju
t nwn in nil agl't) 01,,- 
sl'r\(\tl th\' brl'ak of ,lay to de\.otC' it to religion. ,. Dominus vi!òitat. homil1l'm 
diluculo :.. and he ::;end::; his prophets rising l'ar}y.
 .Jolt. tIlt' mirTo,' of ju
tict>, 
ri::ing up C'arly "frert',l b.:lcrifice for himself and hi') .wn...,' wholl1 lw chargt's to rise 
np carl)" to God. The holy 1 ):l\ ill meditates tJl(\ 
l'''rl't
 of (:od in tht. murning 
watch, anù l'arl)' in thl' morning offl'r:-: praise to (
0'1. 1'h(> ju
t af(' then aU uni- 
ted in :.-acrifiec and prayer, and as IIu
o \Tictorinu:o: :'.il
'::. .. Tlwre is nothin
 which 

:Ltan 
o much fpar
 as the unity of charity." The morniJw it) S\ mholical or 

. 0 _ 
piety. The ancient Etrn:O:l'an8 offered honey to 
\UI'ora, \\ hich WI' conl-f'C'rate \\ Ith 
the 
weetnéSS of de\.otion. The poets n'pn'''cntt'd .\nrora :\-: mounh"tl upon Pt'- 


· 
N' Histor. Lauriaca. 
t S. .\mbros. S"rlll. :
 L Ill! Tf'mnore. 


i Card. Bona. dt' l!h'ina P-:almotlia, 14:.!. 

 F, dp<o. :\'\':XI'\. It I.Joh. \"ii. l
. 
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g.l:,.!:-:, becau
e the soul is thcnlight to fly upon the wings of contemplation. Some 
thonght it was called .\.urora, from the golden colm' or the sky. Taking occa- 

ion from this emblem, the writers of the middle age ub

l"\'e, that Wl' ought to 

hinc ill the morning with the gold of charity, and that a..; the poet Xævius :-peaks 
of hlu
hillg ...\.urom, 
o 
h()nl(l the 1ll0Je
t color repre:,cut tlae grace of cha:,te PII- 
ri
)" in our :-;0111-.;. I lomeI' (".1IIs the morning divine, bccau
c it brings us light, 
whieh i:-5 the =-,ymbol uf the divinity. Thel'efore with the ri:<ing 1ight, the chil- 
drcn uf divine light emulating the huly angel:;, who are calleJ the morning star:" 
sing prai::;cs to the .\..utbor uf light, and shine to him with joy.* P-t. _\mhro:-:e 

aJs, that even the example of the birds should adrnoni:-:h men to prai
e their 
Creator at the ri
e of morning, and to begin the day with the solemnity ufp:,al111
.t 
Celebrated, :'ay the flthcr:" is the statue uf )lemnon, <.1cscribed by Philo--tratus awl 
Callistratu:;, which of its own accor(l ,....hen fir;o;t illuminc<l 1,)" the gohlen rays of 
morning, Ut'EJ to emit a sweet aml ravishing 
oulHl, an emhlem which might re- 
mind men to 
I.llore the majesty uf their Creator, at the ri:-:ing ufthe SUllo Duran- 
tus Tholo:--anus 
a.rs, that the hour of tierce used to be called the golJell hour. III 
the canonical law, it is styled sacred, because it i
 at this hour that the !3aered 
maSi; is celebrated with solemnity on (lays of high fe:-itival, as the ancient CU::;tOlll 
of the Church }13-; ordaiucd ill order to COllllllClllumte the de::;cent of the IIoIy 
Gho:-,t. 
On the variousl)arb of the divine offic('s let u..; now briefly <lwclI. 
Photius says, that a hymn is f'0 called, "qua:--i V7íÓjlY17Õl;," that i:-;, a commem- 
oration of something l)a51. Eu:;ebil1s f:pf'aks at lcngth on the hymn'i which the 
Chri
tian5 u
ed to sing in the ,"ery inf:Ulcy of the Church. The pr():-:e
, or H'qucn- 
ccs, in "hich we trace the first heginning of the rl1yme which di
tinguishes the 
modern from the ancient cIa:,:"ic poetry,t am 
aid to have been invented by Xotker, 
a monk of St. Gall, in the year 880, who
e ver
ion of the P..;alms in German i:j 
still extant; but thi
 monk affirms that he had seen the first nu:x:lcl of them in a 
mis<..:al of the abbey of JUll1ièges, which was burned by the Xormans in the miJ- 
dIe of t
lat century. The eell'brateJ sequence, "S'" eni, Sancte Spiritu
," i:3 attrih- 
uted to lIermann, or to Pope Innocent III. That of Die::; rræ i
 ascribeJ to 
Thomas Celanu
, of the order of St. Frand:" in the thirteenth century. Of the 
bameorder was Jacoponus, who in the fourteenth, composed theStabat l\later. Peter 
uf Compostella is SUPP05t.Ù to ha1.e heen the author of the Sah-e Regina and the 
Alma Redemptori:-:. The ullh"er:"al adoption of the TIornan Drcviary, which is 
acknowledgel! to have been the slow and successive product of time, experiencc, 
piety, aud the study of the Scripture
, was one of the happy effects, resulting in 
the mid(lle ages, from the power uf the 11(1)" See, aided hy the zeal of the nation
, 
and the Jcsire of devout kings. "".. e shoull! do all things that the Lorl! has 


':: Card. Bona, de divina. Psalmod. 145. 
:.: Pasquier Recherche de 130 :Fr3oncc. Lib. VII. 


t E:;mm. Lib. IV. c. 1. 
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()l"Ibincd with on1cr," ..aY:i 
t. ('1(,l11l'n:-., in hi
 fir:-t Epi..tlp to tlip ('orinthiano:. 
uIIe lla::; wishl'(l that we !'hould remIl'.' him ('('rt:,in dutin. at l'ertaiu hours j he 
]Ia-; aI...!) (lctermim'(l ('('rtain pla('(...; :.lIltI ("I.'Main })('r.. o ".., wlH'rt, alul hr whom hi
 \\ or- 

hip :.:1 10 11M he ech.brale,,1 : lIP ha..; n....-.;igll('(l to tlrt' 
')\"crl'it'n pontiff hi..; fUlH'tioll"', to 
prip...;t:o' the pla('e wllt'rc thl')" :-.llOul(l offi'r tilt' "'
u'rifie'(', Ulul to the I ".ik..: all tl.p 
llptail of t h('i I. mini..;t r)":' It \\;L-; )wt, hO\H'Ver, po

iblf', in tll(' fi r..t a
p.... to }))'p- 
"pnt the introeluetioll of
()me (lin'r,...it
, of t'u...lOm... in the (.pII.bratiuu of tIlt' l>ì,"ille. 
pm('p..; j hut this \\":1'" finally ohviatt..] h
' till' ('
}"'e''',,; awl po...iti,'e pnadJlll'lIt of tl.p 
('lulI'dl. ,c('onfl)l'miIY awl unity ill tht, thing:; whi('h rl,late to tIlt' glor)' of (;0(1, 
JIlII:,t alway...; 1.1' prp-t'n't.tl in thc' Catholic' ('Imr('h," :..ays thl' Bull of (').'II1('ut Y I II., 
I'uping finultl('(l limIer nlU' lu.:ul, C'hri:-t our Lonl, awl !'ubj('(,t to hi... ,"i('ar on t'urtla. 
:E:,pt'eial1y )UI)
t that nniftmuit). be JIJ:1int:line'Cl Ct)r ('\"1'1' in tIll' praYtor.., :nul hy 
mllll'ring to what i..; ('ontainl'.l in thl' Homan nl"t'\'iar
', that in thl.' Cll1Irc'h diffu..t,tI 
throng-hout tIll' wlwle wOl"hI, Gotl JIlay he :.1 way.; l)l"ai:-t'{l nnel in\'oeah'll hy tIlt' 
f:,ithfni of Cltri..:t, ill one> allll the :--:1I11f' t)flIpr of pr.1
't rs 811<1 ong."* 'Y:tlafricl 

tI'ahü, who li".'el nmll'r Loui...-I.,-n(1)(H1nairf', uttl'...t..., that "in almnt::t oIl tlw 
(,hur('hes of the Latin..;, the ('nst()III
, ritual, aUlI litur
)" of Homt' pn','aill'd, on 
H('('()Unt of thl' pri ,'ilp
" of the J:oman 
f'(', Hlul the wioò(lom of its l)J"adi("('
." lIe 
wrote thus at a pt'rit)(l long bcfim
 th ' (,hm'ph h
ul mad, a law to ('nfoJ"('f' thi" 
uniformity j whi("h pron'" the ('atholic te'ml.'ney which, in all tilllt'
 :mcl ill all 
thin;;:o;, ohlig-p..; (','pry (,hur('h to gra\"itate towarcI... HOIIIP. 
_\ny tlt'partlll'l', hmn'\'.'I' :-ölight, or<'
lpahle of tlerenee, (rom the gt'l1t'ral pr:l('ti(
 
uftlte Church, was felt a..; an injury hy hoI)' IIII'll, 
t. nf'rn:ml 
npplic'(l an in- 
:-:tanre, on his fil'st arri\'al at Par-.wlt't, whieh he rroc1wJ as tlU'y wpre' !--ollluling thp 
bl'll 
H' \'t'''''pl'rs. II., \\'t'lIt, tlwrl'ftm.', stfai
ht into thl' l'1HIJ"('h; hut hI' wa
 s('llIwk- 
hI 011 hmring tIll' 
npprior, wlH'n rf p('atillg aloud the p:ltt'l"Ilo...,tt'r, u
' tl)(> worel 
pancm 
npt'r4antial('ru, in:o'tmtl of 'iUOlicli:mnlll. Thii 
()Ullfll'cl ill in hi
 cars a...; 
a no,'clty, ""h('ll]1t' C'.1Illf' to 
p('ak to IIeloi:-.a l"('..;p('Cting it, she pr()(,f'<..>dcJ in- 
(1('('(1, with the utl11()
t Jlu)(lt,:,ty awl graC(', to pro\'.', hy Gr('l'k 3n(1 JIf'1m'w, hy 
Scripture amI the Fath
rs, that thi
 wa.
 the prop<'rre:Hling. ..\IX'illanl too, hearing 
of what h:ul passed, "rote :1 ]earllf'cl lettcr to 
l. BprnarJ, in "hich he !'ho\\!i; 
that 
t. :\fatLhew, who gin's the whull' prayer, alllI who h
ul hmrcl it frol11 .Tc:-u", 
('hri-;t, \I,.;ps thi.... worcl; "hpr('as 
t. LuI...p (111)" gi\'cs a part uf it, awl he ha.l nnI)' 
h('anI it from 
t. PauL )I01'('o\'l'r he ...howl.,1 that tllt' Gr.'c.k ('hun.1t follow
 in 
tItis point 
t. 
ratlhe\V, who "'I"cite in lIehrew, in preferellL'C to 
t.l..uke, though 
he" rotf' in nrt.('l.;:. :Xot\\ ith
t:mclin
 thl'H' Or;;UI11(,lIt..:, :-'l. ßt'rnarcl 3(lherf'll tl) 
his fil":-st opinion, that it wunItl have been hettf.r to have füJloWCtl tht' common 
uni\'er
al u..age of the Chur('h. 
Charlen13.gne lent his a
::::i
tan('f' to carry into drC'('t the great ()I
ect of the ec- 
cIe
ia
ticai ruler:-, tu maintain one lIuiversalliturgy among tile nations of Chri...... 


it Bullurium, Clemens VIII Bulla. Cum in F.cc1c!-is. 
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tendom:-"LTt non bset dispar or<.1o psallendi, quibus erat compar ardor credellJi :" 
-that tho;:,e who were united by the sacred reading of one holy law, lllight be 
unite<] also in the venemole tradition of intonation; and that the different cele- 
orations of offiec
 lllight not separate tho
e '" hOlll the pious devotion of one faith 
had joined together.* 'Vhen therefore Spain, in the eleventh century, abandoned 
its )lozaraoic ritual to embrace that of Rome, that grand system of universality, 
which gave such an inspiring authority to the ritual of the Catholic Church, re- 
ceived its full and final development. So early indeed a:-; in the ninth century, 
"
a1afrid 
trabo regarded this work as nearly terminated, and he demonstrated 
it:; advantages and indispensable nece
sity hy the same arguments as tho:;e u:;ed by 
theologians of modern time.... t The Couneil of Trent, in its twenty-fifth :;e:,sion, 
referred to the care of the Roman Pontiff the great work of the correction anJ 
definitive publication of the Breviary and )Ii:-,sal. Thanks to this master-piece of 
religious wisdom, the Catholic was a stranger in 110 land. 'Yherever he travelled, 
he heard the children of the Church sing the same IlOly chants of Rome-the 
mother and mistress of Christian::5-and the sublime tone:; which rose around the 
cro:;s of the desert, were the same as filled the domes of the metropolis of the 
Chri
tian worlJ. 
It m:ed harJI y be remarked, that although the final adoption of a uniform course 
of p
alll1ody amI reaùing wa:; the gradual work of time, the more awful mysteries 
whieh involved the tlivine fulfilmellt of the ancient prophecy, were ill an age
, amI 
throughout the whole wurld, substantially the same. The worJ 
Ii

a, or )la:-,:" 
though, like the term Trillity, not in Scripture, is of great antiquit)Y, and, at lea:-,t 
in the fourth century, it was used to de
igllate the unoloody sacrifice of the altar. 
as appears from 5t. Amor()
e! and St. Augll:-,tin.s 
The Greek word ÅElTOVPYÚv, whieh is derived from a word 
ignifying public, 
is never u:5t'd b\" St. Luke exce ! }tilw in the 
en:;e of :-,acrifiee a
 is l woved from his 
" " , 
Go..;pel and the Act; of the Apostles. In the cla.::::-,ic poets it is use,1 to expre:,s any 
public function ;1/ aud in bcripture it nowhere signifies prayer. The function, or 
mi II i
tl'Y, whieh hy this term the A pO:5tles are said to ha \ye discharged, ,,-as there- 
fore that of the eucharistic sacrifice. 
The cmwn of the ma:,..; has recei\'ed indeed !;ome aherations since the times of 
the _\postlf'
; for in the year 440, the great St. Lt'o acltled four words to it ; and 
about the veal' 590 , Po p e St. GreQ'Or\' some few others. out llothinO" was chan g ed 
" :0 ", . , 0 
without the greatest precaution=--. Tillis, not one 
int is named who wa;::, not 
dea,l a long time before the year 400 ; after which, nothing allllo
t was added. 
The Apo:-,tle
 are named in an order different from the present, which datc:i from 
the time of St. Jerome, who named them as they are now generally placed. which 
is another remarkable evidence of the antiquity of the ritual. Indeed, the smaIl- 


· Caruli 
IagDi contra Synod. Græcor. de Imnginab. Lih. I. t De Rebus Ecclesiastic. c. 25. 
* In Epis
. ad )larcelliu. 80f01. 
 St:rm. XCI. de Tempore. I Æsch)"l. Eumenid. 363. 
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(.:"t ceremonií's })('rtaining to it 111:1)" he tmct'tl to t]w 1110...t r.-mot.. periotl, as in the 
iB
tance recora('(1 by 
t. Jprornt', who 
ay-; that, "ill all the chur(']l('s throughout 
the Ea...t, whell the go:--pt'>l i... 1"(':Hl, t}wre are li;ht.. hurning, thou
h the !-un lU3r 

hine at the tilJ)('."* ,re know that, in tht' !-('('on(1 e(,lIt11r
'. in the timp of ....t. 
.\ vari
,.;fu:-i, it was the custom to l..l'C'P hol
' watl". ('\"ell in prh'ate hou
f's ; in 
which, during the n.r:,t ag
:.;, wcre pradi
L.J al1 tho
c devotional c..
erci', (If 
Christian \\ orship, whieh had conncction "ith art :lIul symboli
m :t :mtl in ...hort, 
a:o: a Jatí' writer ob"'l'r\'p,,;, "we (':111 trat.p, thro
h ('vpry part of the oflì('(., :--OIHP 
(]oet,'illc or ob
en':lI)("l' of tht' primiti\"c tilllt'-" aut! mar atlrnire the \\att'hflll 
fidelity with which tradition h:l..; handed d(J,
n every little ceremony COUlll'dl"] 
\\ ith the fi
t age... of onr faith." 
l.t'aviu
, t]ll'fl.f(Ift., t1H' hi
t.()ri('al (I'1
tion, Il.t 11" pro('('('(1 to ('on...itler t]1t' ('('d
- 
:o'ia:-tit":JI offi('('s ill rplatiun to our thr('C.fc.lt) faculty of pt'rt't'ption, a.. ('un...t it IlÍl't1 for 
(....;timatillg lwnuty,ju...tit'l', and trut.h-tlU' dt'\ t.lopnll'nt of which, c('rt:Iin philo,o- 
pher:o' of latc havc attempted to p'\.pn....., h
' the term . ...thetih; JK'rhap.., iud('l.t), 
without ha\'ing suffie'if'lltly l':\.amilled \\ Il(,lIl('r till' partieuIar ('omhillatiou of it]e3s 
reaIly exi
tetl, fOI. which thl')" :,ought to di",('o\'l'l" a ..t.it'lltilh' '\(H"t1. 
Ere \\c :uh"ance, 110\\P\"('r, it ,\ ill hl' \\('11 to (':\.amiIiP wh('ther thel"(' bt' any Trollntl 
of ju:--tice ill the accu
atioil :,0 uOlllluonl)" brought a
aill:oot the middle aCTes, a., t.\:- 
prí':--:o'ed hy 
li1ton, who afiìrm..., t.hat "t]uriJ1
 thl.ir ('our"'è the far gr('ate" p:ll t 
of lI1en tll't'mt'(] in outward ritt'... al1l1 :--pl'f'iou.. 1òl"Il1" rt'li
ioll 
ati...fit"Cl, an, I that 
works offaith \\ere rarely 1'HIIII1." ..\ :--('lIt('ll(" (.\"itlt'lItl).l''(pn......in
 tilt. (' H1\"i(.tiuJ1 
of man
' whom we 
ti1l bl
hold ('l1h'rin
 0111' ('hurdJ(''':, aw) ,\ it I. 
1oom l)('ho)diu
 
the rite
 that 
anctify the pile', dartill
 at the altar allt) tll(' \"e..h..:1 prie..t )001.... 
of sueh 
\I"'pie'ion, that olle mi
ht ('ollehuk t1l..)" WN'e iIl11Jll('t) "itla tht' opinion 
of Cl'eiliu-; the phi]o...;oplll'l., Jl1entioJ1t't! hy 
Iinlltills Ft.li'\., who ,...;ay..; that the 
Chri
tiall:; in their a:.o:"'l'mhlics li('k the hJood of a ...Iain (.hilt! ('on"'l't) with flonr, 
arHI t1i
trilmt(' its limb..;. For the rrl'
'llt it "ill he 
l1ffi('iput to 11(',11" the nnprt'- 
J1leditat('(1 t(',.;timon)' ofthl' ml'lI :w('n"Pf] : foriftlu.ir :u)n
r!-ari('=- refn...( :--1I(.ht,,'it1e'lt't' 
mJ(1 continue to a:--l'riht' opini()JI.... to tlwlIl \\ hieh they di...o\\ lIe<1 with {'\'pry (''\.pre..;- 
sion of ahhorI"(,l1e
, ignOl"3l1t'C \\ ill 1)(. llU cloak to maliep. 
Lewi
 of Gran:Ilb., tlwn, that doqw.ut :--'pani...h friar, ('xpr ......1)" :.o:ay:.:, that "an t]u' 
::af"!"l't] ('pl"l'1l1oni(':o', aw] otlH'r l'xterl1al work
 (If ,'irtul', whi('h are not the lea:--t part 
of Chri
tian perfection, are comJl1pndt.tI daipfl,y on this a("('ollllt, that tl.(')" greatly 
a...si
t 11:0' to attain tl) illtprnal h(.:mty anti c1('g:U1('C of mintl-tlaat i:o:, to a fnlI('r 
kuowll'()ge of the Di\'inity, to hopp, to lo\"e, to fl'ar, and \"l'uemtioh oftht' Diville 
)Iajl'sty."! Ce['emouy is deri"('tl fml11 the mH'icnt word ecru:" 
igni(,"ing' holy, 
which al
o gave rise to the Latin term fcJr men of an l'xaltl'(l fo:tation, a
 if the 
lwimal wi:.:ùom di:5cernible in the fc>rmatiull of lnngllage
, ha(1 choS(.'u in thi
 man- 


* Aùvers. Vigilant. t Rhcinwa1d dil' Ki:chlidw .\lchæologte. 39.'). 
t Ludovic. Oranatlusii de Omnibus S,mcti... Concio I l. 



AGE
 OF FAITH. 


37 


ner to indicatp that fo:uperior sanctity ought to be theil' characteristic. "In no 
name of religion," 
aY:-i 
t. Åugustin, "can men be collected, unless the bond of 
certain sigu;" as if of visible :-;acramcnt:-<, should unite them together :"* from 
which Duns &-ohIS would infer, that evcn under the law of nature there must 
have been ceremonies divinely institutetl;t for though they are nothing in them- 
selves, they are yet acts of exterior religion, by which the mind is excit.ed to the 
veneration of holy things, and elevated to heavenly objects; and by them piety 
is nouri"hed, charity enkindled, faith increa:-<ed, the worship of God adorned, amI 
religion maintained. The 
iJ-
lple are thus instructed, and the true faithful kept 
di:;tinct from false Christian:-;.-Christ hilll:-,elf hardly ever performed a miracle 
without u:-;ing some ceremony, as ".hen he made damp clay, and stretched out his 
hand to touch, and wrote upon the ground. The body should pay its homage as 
well as the soul. "Cor meum et caro mea exulta\'erunt in Dcum vivum."
 l.Tn- 
der the three elements of religion, we find doctrinal learning rather than knowl- 
edge, the religion of the heart, as a thing of c1l40mary expre
sion, and the sym- 
bolic religion of worship; which la..;,;;t remains the peculiarly positive religious ob- 
ject, and as Fries obsef\"e
, "the most important in the formation of the popular 
life; for certainly positi\'e religion i::; the most li\"ing and powerful master and in- 
structor of the people, their perception and emotions arising from the view of the 
world constituting their deepest and strongest idea."9 
But the clergy were most careful, as Cardinal Bona shows, to teach the people 
that piety did not con
jst in :my exterior obsen"ances, though these were wisely 
and holily ordained b)' the Father
.11 The Catholic Church abhors that super
ti- 
tious belief in thp theurgical power of ceremonie
, and in their meriting an eternal 
recompen
e, which some late writers ascribe to her; but she knew, as the author 
of Theologia Germanica says, that "by means of these rites and institutions many 
men are enticed, and cOlwerted to truth, who otherwise could not be corrected: and 
indeed, that few men come to truth who did not first receive the
e institution
 and 
rite:" and exercise thell1
eln
s in them, while they know nothing el
e. Therefore 
laws, precepts, institutions, and rite
, in submi
sive f'pirituality or in 
piritual 
poverty, are never despised or condemned, any more than the men who use them, 
who otherwise would become more inordinate, and worse than dogs or other 
brute<;;..'" 
The extraordinary, and to many, unaccountable stupidity of the peasants, in 
countries from which the ceremonies of faith have been withdrawn, is only the 
natural L'On
equence of their having heen deprived of the religions worship, and 
the exercises of prayer and meditation connected with it. It is religion acting 
through this medium which ci\.ilizes amI 
piritualizes men. These poor creatures 
grow up without any idea excepting what is suggested by mere natural and an- 


· Cont. Faustum. Lib. XIX. c. 11. 

 Religios PbilO:5ophi
, 1 jj. 


t In Lib. IY. S&nt. Dist. I. 9. 7. 
I D," divilla P"al. -WHo. 


t Psalm ]xxxiii. 
.- Cap. 24. 
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imal want".. "Exp(.riencc tcadlt's uc;;," 
aJ
 La Hogue, t'that by far the gr('ah,
t 
pOI.tion of men t..'.UI ha \"c Jlo ..Iudrine al)(1 prl'C('pb uf lll
lIU1l'r
, ullle...." Ly nil an..'! 
uf the public wun..hip of religion:::Of) that whellcver the saered rih" \\ hieh u"f'(l 
to be publicly and solemnly ft'lebrated are iutermitted or aLulishcJ, it follow
 of 
necessity, that the rustic I1lultitwlt, :uul the unl,,'aflJl'd P('opJt. !-ohoul..l r('lap:,,(\ into 
the most foul barbari
lIl, and into tht" 1Ilf)
t !-npinc ignoranee of the duties of 
nature nllt.! of 
ociety." * ,rhat 0111' IUlll (.'all .\p
toli' 
il11pli('it,)", i mor' 
acutely noted down by uthers a' CalvihistiC"dl fully. In uur agl', that rrotbtal1t 
simplicity of whicL :-ûffi\: writ{,I's f.pl'ah. in llflmiration, i!i only a philosophin 
term for gl'tting rid of God "ithout fodt..iting app.'anm('t''i i fir more ..l..
igl1t'(1 for 
excluding his image from 3ppt..aring illtelIcduaJJy in tIlt.' dt.tail of life, than f()r 
banishing it in form and s)"Illbol froUl tho
' (.'(.hI templpo;; in which no halIow('<l 
flame ascends, and where 
uctity at ont: entrance is (luik :)hut out. The heart 
of man kno\\s of no surh !-oimplieity. If it 10\'(-, Go(I, it mu
t love to rpft'r all 
things to him, anti to wor..;.hip him with all tht' heauty of hf)lille

, in !-pirit anti 
ill truth. The 1;ophi::-ts who now habble mu:--t. in pmi . of :-implieity iu public 
worship, are men who !)Cern to think it a grt..at tJ.ing if the)" prof
 a mete belit.t 
in the exi
tel1<'e of a hod as a :",uhlimc ah:,tractioll: and as for th'I'-C who admire 
it on religions g-mm)(l:-, if tlH'Y w,,'n- to 
tu(l)' the \\ork of Cardinal Bona 011 the 
Disc{,l"IIment of 
pirits, 1m-thin}....; thl'Y wuuld fiml otlH'r maUl'r for tllt
ir thought..; 
beside..; the (langer to which Catholic:; are l'}"pO
('tl uf lUi
takin r the opt.ration:", of 
nature or of 
at3n for tlm..c of grace.t In fact, as theologian
 uh..;prw', "Exter- 
nal i:-; the lIatllral awl J)('t.t:',

.lr'y appendix to intcrnal wor
hip ; for ,\(! arc f'O con- 

titut('tl hy !latlln', that all the 
(-lItill)eJ}1.. of our 
oul hr('ak fi,rth to the (.xtl.rior, 
anù Ot:comt: painted in the dell)t'auor of thl' whole body ; ill
omul'h, that it is :--carec- 
Jy pt)
sible to love Gotl sim..'('rcly with nIl the h('art, ami not break forth in his 
prai
, anti manifc:"t the intimate sCJ}::IC of di\'inc charit)" by external signc,. "
hy 
do men love ceremony in f(.ligioll? It is becau"C they wi..h to <'II.1oy lif
 
in all the faclllti(" and di\'isiolls of their nature. To live i
 to I. 
happy: and the highest life i that whi('h i:-: ""piritual or ..livine. Therefore \\e 
iesire that in that life all our prec<,ptions :-.houltl participate, anti ('OII
UJUCllt1y 
we wish that our r;en:;l-:O:, a:; well as our r('a......11 :-ohould be excited bv a tli\.ine ob- 
, . 
ject. Even the di:;po
itioll of body ill ft.'latiolJ to things (.xtcrnal, rt'..;.uhing from 
a habit of (lcvotion, instead of heillg a 
 ':uulal to n proftlUl1tl think..'r, may only 
remilUl him of what 
Ialebranchë 
a'ys, "that en'ry thing which IX . 
 rner.hani- 
cally within us is worthy of the wi:'flom nf ol1l' 
raker."t Bf' -id(,5. Ililln lx'ing 
constituted of a hody and a !'oul, it i
 ju
t that the hody, with it.", various abilitie-., 
which are 80 many gifts of God, should ('()lHe fiwward on tht" .-i(lc of rdigion.- 
Further, it is the nature of man to nM external 
i::,tallCC to enable him to ri::-e 


.1'ractalu8de Re1igione. cap. II. prop. 2. 
t Recherche de ]a Verilé, Lib. V. 


t De Discretione Spirituum. cap. 12. 
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to the meditation of divine thing
: therefore internal piety requires to be excited 
and nourished by ceremonies, awl (,l'rtain sel1
ible 
ign
. )lOl'eover every man 
ought to be religious and piou
, not only so as to ],e l"OI1
cious within himself tbat 
he worships God, hut also that he shoulll prolUo(C the piety and instruction of 
the men with whom he lives, and of tho:,e who are entrusted to his care; and thi!i 
cannot be done unless we profess, by some external sign, the intimate sense of 
religion with which we are animated.* 
In the ceremonial and discipline of the Church, there was no part without its 
use. That which might seem tbe mo
t trifling, had its pl'Oper object, 311(1 served, 
in some way or other, to promote hahits of humility, order, patience, reC'oIlection, 
and religion, so as to huild up the Catholic character. Hence, the }'athers of the 
Council of Trent pronounce an anathema against all who should 
ay, that the 
received and appro\yed rites of the Catholic Church may be despised or omitted, "ad 
libitum," by the prie
t:" or may be changed by any pastor of the dlltrches. t A 
most important and incalcu]ab]y beneficial sentence-which delivers Catholic piety 
from being at the merey of weak, ignorant, though perhaps well-meaning men, 
who, in proportion to their weakness and ignorance, are generally vain of being 
reformers or modifiers of ancient thing!":. 
These apprO\'ed ceremonies of the church are called, hy Hugo de S1. vTiC'tor, 
Sacraments of De\'otion. He di\'ides them into three dasses-the first consi::;t- 
ing in things, such a.., the aspersion of water, the reception of ashe:" the henediction' 
of palms and tapers; the second in actions, as the sign of the cross, the exsuf- 
flat ions, the extension of hands, genuflexions ; and the third in words, as the invo- 
cation of the blessed Trinity, and that of Deus in adjutoriulll-for words them 
selve8 are sometimes sacraments.! 
There would be no end of followillg theologians in remarking all the uses of 
these external rites to imprint the mysteries of our faith on the understanòing. 
They show that, from the exorcisms and insuffiations used in baptism, it was ea- 
sier to understand than the unlearned would have fi>Ulld it from the Scriptures, that 
children are born under the yoke of the demon, and infected with original sin: 
that, in like manner, the ashes strewed on the heads of men at the beginning of 
Lent, teach them, in a most forcible manner, the vanity of all earthly things, and 
that, in holy week, the Eo]emu ceremonies of Church recall and imprint a knowl- 
edge of the mysteries of human 1"
demption. Certain it is that the Catholic c('r- 
emonies, be:-:ides answering these ends, conduce, in all ages, to the defence of the 
faith against inno\'atol's, as when S1. Augustin òrew an invincible arg!lment from 
the u
e of eXOl,,,,'isms in baptism against the error of the .Pelagians. 
 
'Ve are told incessantly, with 
houts of defiance, that the rites of the Catholic 


* De ]a Hogue Tractat de Re1iginne, cap. 2. prop. 1. t Sess. VII. Can. 13- 
t Hug-o de St. Victor, Eruditj"lws Tbpologicæ de Sacrsluclltis, Lib. II. pars ix. 1. 

 De Is Hogue dt: Saclsmeutis iu Genere, cap. 7, prop. 2. 
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Church addressed them
dn's tn Ih(' imaginatioll ; a
 if
 ill th! l
tilllati()n of sound 
philosophy, it Wl're all l'grl'giou:, otlenL"C to mldl'l....:- tlae imagiualiou, \\ hidl i:, one 
of the pow
n; of the :-oul, given to \"ivifY and govern Ihe interior muu. But "ill 
not rt'a....oll admit, that thlk'e 1H.'r:-oll:o; ought chiefly to he }>1'Oh'Ch..J whu arc chiefly 
in dang-er? AmI whu arc :::;0 much l'X}\U:-l.J to thl' \, ilf>:O; (If th
 aneif'nt f'Demy fk; 
pel''S(lIl
 10 who::,(
 mind., the greut,.:-t \"ariet)' of imageM are (,oluinuallr pn'o..f'ut- 
iug themselves? 'rho:,o liahle to !'undrJ" di
tral'tion
 and tl'mptalion:o., again
t pu- 
ritv :wain
t ('harit\" ailain,..t I:lith? ""ho 
() likt'lv to Lt. tt'ITifit'fl al th(' appmaeh 
.' r"'" .' ..... .' rill 
of death, and reeallct.l to the world h)" lIuages of fll.
h mul blood, hy the wrl.tchl'(} 
phantoms of ,'anity and 
in? 
\&;urt>òly it is a gl'('uter man'cl to a 1I13U of 
ll111ch imagination hold fa.... IIi... filith, th:1I1 to 
pp it kl'pt h)' one who is more under 
tIlt' <,-'ontrol of Ull i m pa.....",iollt'(1 :lI1t1 a},:4 raet rt':t!-on. 
As for the cha
è of l'aptivatill tp the undt'r:4:ultiillg h,y IIwall
 of ceremonies, tlt.- 
wen who produ.'f' it shuuhl learn from )[al('uranche, th.1t their "'1 a. e nut u 
l"orrllptl'{l as they illlJgine, uut that it b the more inh'rior part of their soul, their 
lib('rty, which is eort"uph'(l ; that it is lIot tllt'ir 
'IJ:o.t'... whi("h (]('('(.in' tlll'lll, Lilt 
that it is tlll.ir wi1I \\hieh e]t'('('in's tll('m b)' its ra
h jll(lglI)(,lIt
.* If IU)\\l'ver, 
the church had urdailll't.l her ccrclllonil':' with u 
olc vil'w to !!rati(r tIlt' imagina- 
tioll, tll('r(' mi
ht he 
()nJC ground", for ('('Il",ure, >Vt'n in ft..ferclIl't> to the bcauti
 of 
}locu')' al1(1 art: h('(':UI;o;t., a1tllOlI
h, ill ("'('I")" ('x('it('IUt'llt to spiritual activity; tht're is 
Ï1ult'('(1 a kind of pl..a:-our.., :-.till clUotioll, a... 
1H'h, i
 not ht':mtiflll; hilt tlu...... rilt.s art' 
adclrt:
"Cll not alolle to the imaginatioll ; the.y are 110 It.:"" :0.0 to tIlt.' ai1;'dion:i :Il111 
to the tlJuJt..r:-otanding- of the illstructcd pt'Oph'. Call 011'> 
upp :0 that no pt'rma- 
1Il'lIt moml dmuge was ,\ mU1!ht in the miml by th. mere act of slowly amI dt'lib. 
('ratply trae.iug the :-;igu (If tIlt.' {,I"')
..
 011 till' fin"..iH':ul, Oil the lips, amI on the hmrt, 
whpil the go"'pl'l i
 aIl110uUl'(.J in tlw tliviuc lIly:o.tl'rit':-o "! Can one f-Uppo",,, that the 
luall a('('ustollll'(l to this }u"J.Cti<.--e i:; U:i likl'ly to blu
h at the ('1"0:-'."; iu ."'t)('iety, anti 
to :--how vile 
uhmis!-'i()11 to worldly I't S})('(.t, a.... allother whu kllow
 uf nu c;;uch 
pl"al'ti('(' "! 
\t thp pml of t'aeh 1":-'."\)11 in thp cllOral office, thf' reader turus to the 
altai' 
ayiug, Tu autem, j)omille, rui:oõt'n're lJohi..., hl'e':III-':", U'i holy wrih'I's 
ay, ('\"(,11 
that work of r..ac]in
 <'"J.nnot he ,,:itlwllt 
om(' f:llllt, ...ill(,(
, ifhe I"(':ul wdl, the mind 
i
 tempktl with dation, and ifill, wnfu:,ioll t(llIow
; thcrd(JI"e, he who reads, stant..l
 
a1\\a)"8 in need of the Jl1l'rey of God, Ip"t a work, in itself g<'IKI, ShOlIld be cithel' cor- 
l"llptf'<1 by pride or rentlcrl'C) inetf('(.tual hy talsp :,h:uue.t C-.n it b!' tllOll
ht th:n to 
one ill
trJl(.tc.d ill this mt>alling, tll(' IHt'f(' l'('I"t'IHOUY (Iot's not illdillt' him to hlllllil- 
ity, and warn him to beware hoW' he hears a;) \n,1I a.., n'.I(I..; the divino wortl"? 
And what, after all, are tJ}(, fil'4 imlH"t :.,...iOllS ('r(>ated by the whulc ritual"! "\r er
 
I to enter onc of their dlllrcl1l''i now," f'ays a \\Tiler of the la4 c('ntury, "it would 
Lt. apt to put me in minù of what St. Jolll1 tells us 11l' :-aw onc'e in a \"i:o-iou. '..\11- 
otll('r angel came and st()O() at the ahar havin
 8 goldel1 ('l'n
er: amI thert' \\
 


De lit. Ht:'chcrche de la Veritê, 1. 
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given unto him much incense, that he 
hould offer it with the prayers of the saints 
upon the golùen altar which was before the throne of God. And the smoke of the 
incense with the prayers of the saints, ascended up before God out of the Angel's 
lmnds.' The:;e lighted altars naturally made me think of what the good old 
Simeon said of Christ, '...t light to enlighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy 
people Israel.' " Similar are the sentiments expressed by the celebrated Lavater on 
finding him
elf in a Catholic church. "He doth not know thee, 0 Jesus Christ, 
who di
honoreth even thy shadow? I honor all things," continues this philoso- 
pher, "where I find the intention of honoring thee. I will love them becau:-õe of 
thee. I will love them provided I find the least thing which makes me remember 
thee! 'Yhat then do I behold here? 'V hat do I hear in this place? Does noth- 
ing nndei' these majestic vaults speak to me of thee? This cross, this golden 
image, is it not made for thy honor? The censer which waves round the priest, 
the gloria sung in choir
, the peaceful light of the perpetual lamp, these lighted 
taper:'. all i8 done for thee! ''''hy is the Ho:-;t elevated, if it be not to honor thee, 
o Je:,u:o- Christ, who art dead for 100'e of U:-:, bemuse it i:, no more, and thou art 
it, the believing church bends the knee. It is in thy honor alone that these children, 
early instructed, make the sign of the cro:,s, that their tongues sing thy prai:-;e, and 
that they strike their breasts thrice with their little hands. It is for the love of 
thee, 0 Jesus Christ, that one ki:o-ses the spot which hears thy adorahle blood; for 
thee, the child who :-;.erves, sounds the little bell, and doe:-õ all that he does. The 
riches collected fromdistantcountrie-;, the Illagnificence of chasuble
, all that has re- 
lation to thee. 'Vhy are the walls and the high altar of marble clothed with ver- 
dant tape
try on the day of the blessed sacrament? For whom do they make a road 
of flowers? For whom are these banners embroidered? 'Vhen the Â ve 
Iaria 

ound:" is it not for thee? 
Iatins, vespers, prime, and nones, are they not con- 
secrated to thee-? The:-;e bells within a thou
and tower
, purcha
ed with the gold 
of whole cities, do they not bear thy image cast in the very mould? I!' it not for 
thee that they :-õend forth their solemn tone? It is undei' thy protection. O.Je!'us 
Christ, that every Illan places himself who lo\yes solitude, cha:-:tity, and poverty. 
"Ïthout tlwe, the orders of St. Benedict and of 81. Bernard would not have been 
founded. The cloi:-:ter, the tou:-;ure, the breviary, and the chaplet, render testimony 
of thee. 0 delightful rapture, .J esus Chri:-;t, for thy dis('iple to trace the marks of 
thy finger where the eyps of the wodd see them not! 0 joy ineffable for souls 
devoted to thee, to behold in caves and on rocks in eve.'y crucifix placed upon hills 
and on the high ways, thy 
eal and that of thy love! "110 will not rejoice in the 
honor:" of which thou art the object :1l111 the 
01l1? 'Yho will not shed tears in 
hearing the word:-;, '.Jesus Chri
t be prai

I!' 0 the hypocrite who knoweth that 
name and answereth not with joy, amen. ,rho saith not with an intense tran
port, 
Jesus be ble:s:;ed for eternity! for eternity !"* 


* Empfindungen eines Prott'stantpn in ein
r K atho]i<;chen Kirche 
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Anothpr f:mwd ohjl'ction to the rites ana cercmouies of the Catholic church w' · 
grouud("(l on the suppo:--Ctl di:.CO\"cf)' that certain forms of ('
pn'
...ion adoph"(l in 
them haù oc'Cn u
("(l by the tlnl'il'nt.. in tlwir fal
e religions; und this was proclaim- 
ed with 1l vocifl'mtion of ('
ultilw triulU l )h b,. the,...n"bo l >hi4s who \\cre them' l\.cs 
/::) " . 
inclined to re\"i,.e the 
pirit and dodrilU
 oftll<' heathell philu
phy. Polydore Ylr- 
gil Set'lllS to have heen so plt':L
.I'tl with what ht: had wriu 'n 011 this point, that, al- 
though he had continm't.l to profess him..clf a C:lI hnliC', a.. to Imman (')"(', Ill'really 
b('eame: one in hp:!rt at his d('ath, )"('t, he loo
("(1 ull \, ith till' greate4 upparent 
indiffl'rell('(' \\ hile England wao; sepamtillg herself from the communion of the 
faithful. Th('-)C Illen, so proudl)'lca.rncd, became fools, 10 ing hy pride what tlH'Y 
gain{>{l hr cnriosit).. To the profimnd thinkers of the nbres of faith, there would 
have hl'en nothing no\'f'! or z.;t:irtling in the prnpo
ition it:oòdf. Tf'rtuIJian h:ul 
shown that the een>monit.s of tlw hl'atl}('n
, which re"l'mhlt't.l those ot t
ae Catholic 
church, had heen tran
fl'rrl"(l from the divine bw to the worship of !"uperstition. * 
and Gregory X}"
nsis, and Theodorct had atlìrmt....t1 that e\"en some may have 
b('t'11 wisply horrowed from them hy the holy Father
, amI emplop.....1 to the wor- 

hip of the true GOt1.t The u<h'antage (}f udopting :Iud Fanctifring 
ome }>agan 
cu
tom
, wa
 
tated 3('utely in the following wortIs b)" the venerahle Bt"le. "1'er- 
tinaci PagauisU}o mutatione suhventuill est quum rei in tuturo sublatio potiw 
irrit
t." 
The conduct of the Church in adopting bl1ch Cf'remoni('S, wa.c;, in fact, only 
conformable to that of the n('it
" him
df; fi>r in hi
 fir:o:t cO\'t'nant with \ hrahalJJ 
he establi
hed cil'('umci
ion as a IUO:-;t 
olcnll1 ami r('ligioll
 ritl', )"I't thi
 was ill 
use among the heathens us a religiou:-> rit ' long hpfore the time of . \Lraham, as is 
}>roved hy 
Iichaeli
. To m..c the t)1)f" or figures of a future )Ic
iah ill the 
Chri:4iall Church, would no douht ha\"c lx'Cn deemed incon..istcnt aml mon
trou:-, 
but it was impos.",ihle to inrer that there was no one law, no one ct'rt'lUony in the 
Jewish ritual, that the Christian Church could adopt. You have horrowed )"our 
ceremonies from the pagans, said the lIlodern heathen, hut one might ha\'e thought 
that the answer imm('(liately sent forth would have left 
Iiddlcton without may 
disciple bold enough to repeat his ("31Ull1l1y.1 Granting all that he wOlll(1 IJa\'e 
granted, where l-"(,mld he find a nrohihition in the law of C'hri
tians, from !'ancri- 
fying ('vcry thing by prayer? ,rhile, on the otlH.'r la:uH1, \\ ith what victorious 
power might lIot the foll()wer
 of Christi all antiquity have tulvallct_'t.l on their !'ide, 
and proved that the very men \\ ho tlHls a('('lI
("(1 them were themseh"C5 guilt)" of 
Ilaving borrowed, not the ceremunies, which of thell1:-;elv
 wcre nothing in the 
world, but the very spirit, sentiments, and language of the p.lgans? Fur l('t l1S con- 
sider how stood the two divisions of men opposed unùer these banners t Tbe 
one were pos
es.
e<1 of doctrin('s amI manneN perfectly unlike thoc;e of the ancient 


* De Præscript cap. 40. 
t Greg. Nyss. in vita Thauffiat. Theodnret. Lib. VIII. de Cur. Græc .\ffcct. 
f A Polish l-agan, the DCllon 01 a rtott:slallt Heuthen. London, 1':'43. 
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world, though it is true, some of the early s
ges in availing themselves of the 
great primiti ve traditiolls of the human race, had 
aid many things that 
eellled 
to express the beauty and wisdom of the Catholic philosophy; but in the others no 
eye could discern any opposition to the spirit and habits of the heathen lore. 
'Ve can pass from the classic authors of antiq ui ty, and even from the profane poets, 
to their great writers, without observing any 
Lldden transition or change. Their 
moralists rise no higher than the flight of Cicem or 
neca. Their views of IlU- 
man character differ in no respect from the representations given by Euripides, 
Plautus or Terence. 'Ve find in none of their writers those sentiments and fea- 
tures which were peculiar to the Gospe], which rendered it in the eyes of Pliny 
and Tacitus, an execrable superstition. Cel.tainl)" theÎ1' adamantine authors, as 
they 
tyled each other, would have given no offence had they appealed to the 
judgment of the forum or the Areopagus. 
But now dismissing these unworthy objections as fitting only in the men who 
cherish them, let us proceed to contemplate in quiet meditation the beauty and 
wisdom of the solemn offices which were observed within the holy precincts of the 
Catholic Church; and if Xenophon saith truly, that there is nothing among men 
so useful and so beautiful as m'der, * well may admiration be awakened at the 
memory of them: planetlike in their movement, constant in their duration, uni- 
ver
al in their ob
ervance, bO that holy writers of the middle ages, like St. Colum- 
ban, St. Boniface, and Sr. Gregory, of Tour
, could apply no other epithet to 
them; but "that cour
e divine,"-univel':;;.al, I 
ay, and like the great operations of 
nature, extended over every part of the earth, for by means of the mona..;tic in- 
stitution::;, these celestial sounds were as familiar to the de:-;ert as to the city; they 
were heard in the solemn depth of forests, on the wildest mountain pass, and 
they were horne by howling winds, from rock to rock, along with the shriek of 
se..1.-Li nls ovel O the ocean wave. 
Xature herself seems to point out the distinction of hours. The Pythagoreans 
used to take morning walks alone in places of silence and repose, where were tem- 
ples and groves, and othel. object::; propel' for acting upon the mind. They would 
not 
peak to anyone until they had compo
ed their minds rightly in solitude and 
contemplation; for they esteemed it a turbulent thing to go among::;t the crowd 
immediately after rising from sleep. Therefore, they always observed this 
matutinal walk, especially in temples where they could be found, or if not, in 
such places as mo
t neal'ly resemhled them. In the e\"ening they used to 
re
UlllP their walk, not alone, but two or three togerhel', that they might repeat 
what they had learned in the day, and recall what they had done, and so exercise 
thei I' memory. t 
Chrysippns with Seneca says, that the Hours are sisters of the Gr-aces, but elder 
in birth. Homer, in his hymns, calls the Hours wise, and Orpheus styled them 


* æconom. cap. 8. 


t Jamtlich. de Pythagoric. Yita. CRP. 21. 
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chaste, aud beautiful, aud inuoceut. Tht.
. t'xprt.,..;iou
 ill tllt'i.. ,'pplil'atiou ure 
ulliuwlligiule w vue who has uul)" ill miUlI a mode of cluplo)"iug the hULlr.., like 
that of the degenerate tiw
 ùbCriuL'Ù by llartial, \\hich roDSÍ.:5tb in devoting the 
first fA, 
lut
lliulb and complillil'nts, the widdle to litigation, to LU'-Ìnes.s of\"ariou..; 
kind::" or to entl'rtaiIlWl'nt, 
lIId the 1<1:--t to Lanqul'ting and }"l'po:--t' j* LIll in what 
ju..;tice do they:.;cem 10ul1(1<'(1 to the Chri...tian ('ar whell rt.'ml'muram"t" :-u

..:--t.. tlwir 
cmploynu,'nt by tl)(' Chur('h anù hJ Catholic meu ill ugt'"i of f:tith! Good men 
:1nd holy might ..;oml'timcs be disrna)"{,"C.I ut olbcrviug that tlll'Y ()C("L..,iollall). felt 
wearit'll internally even uy the opcf'.1tion of the wor
s of God, if th('y had Ilot l>L >n 
accustoll}('d to r('('{'i\"e and remark \\ ith dC<'fJ uttention the ooul1!'Cl;-. :11\(1 ('I1COuragl'- 
mcnt.-.; of dIP Chnrl'h, to whose of1ìC't..:-- Wl' arc in genl'ral fitr from :-;nt}j(.it.ntlJ apply- 
ing for a sol ution to d1fnl'ultil's in the :-;tudy of philo:--ophy. The lovt. of \.ariet,y J 
arising from a srn-;c of ollr own infinity, whidl implies constant n>no\.ution, and de- 
velopment, is not a \.ain or criminal propensity, f'in 'e it is part of our nnture wlli('h 
Go(1 hath made; :md the] Inly Gho..t forl'...('('in
 that the t-pl'Cta('le amI ('our..l' of 
thl' external world might ()(,(';t:-oiolla1Jy prove wPari:--oml' to human nlll1<1:--, prompt- 
ed the Church to add in gratefnl pmi:-- of the ewrnal Founder of thing who 
ruleth night and day, th
 remarkahle lim" : 


to EL temporum das tempora, 
Ut alleves fS!!lidium." 


St. Ath:masius obsef\yes, that from the rrrotion of the world until Chri
t, the 
day preceded the night a-; we rt':1<1 in 
'riptllre; but from the (''()millg of rhri:--t, tht 
night prec(.de'S the <1.'1)' ; anti thus we Ùt1!in to et'll.hmte tIlt' day !o-olt'mt.Iy fmm th
 
vespers of tile pret'etling day. This W:t.") t).pit.":ll to ...how how from li
ht men 
\\Cl'C to c1l'Clille to darkm :-.."', from GOfI to t;:rror:; and idolatry; hut fmln the time 
that the f;un of ju:-;ti('e, Chri
t, ro,e upon U", we are brnn
ht out of darknt.... into 
the light of divine faith.t The monks of 
Iollnt Atho... I"OIJ
i(h>r tIlt' day to ht'gin 
from midnight, bt..>cause it W3..., then that tire l"e:--IIIT('(,tioll of our J onl took pla('(' ; 
and in allu
ion to this the Church t.'xclaim:-, "U V(>J.e lx'at:l nn\. qme 
lIla IIwrnit 
scil"C tt>lJ)lm
 I't horam, in qua (,hri
tlls ah illfi.t'i
 I"l'..nr're'\.ir," a... if (:\.1'11 tilt' very 
tim{' itself wc,'c 
nclt)\\'f'(l with iuwllilrt'llI't' anll mOl'l' th.m in I )odic fi.run' 1.1......1'(1. 

 , 
 
The hoJ,y Fatl)('
 are full of pl"ai
..; of the ni
ht gpl1crally. The night, :-:'y thl')", 
is inlllwellt, thou!!h it i..; tl". tlllle of committilw crinw... for the miml Olwht to he 
", 
'b 
accll..;p(l, not tht' til))('. 
t. .h>mme 
1YS, "it is good to meditate durill
 the .Jay, 
bllt nocturnal 11ll>flitatinl1 i
 :-;tiJIl)('ttl'r; for in tl1(' tlay v:lrious IH\(,.
..;itil'
 illr..\"po..{>, 
and ea\"p,"; all(1 O<'C'upations di
tml't th(> mind, hut thl' nig-ht i
 thl' timp of 1)(':lce 
alld qlli('tn

, mo..t fa\'orahle for prayp,. al)(l watdlin
."! l'Iwl"t'fcm" b1. Chr}- 
-'O:5tom says, "the night is Dot ma(Ie for us to pa:--
 the whole of it in 
(ceping- and 


*Lil>. IV. Epig. 8. t Atban. in !19. 
nc. 
crip. 54. Gen. i. S. 
t Ep" :W, D(, Oh!=erv" VigiHarum, Tom. IV. 



_\. G E 
 () F F 
\ I T 11 . 


4.3 


r('po
e. "ïtne:,
 tlte:,c worknll'n, the:-:e sailor:o', aIlll mereltant:,. The ChUl'ch of 
God ri
es at midnight. Hi:o'l' thou, al:-;o, amI observe the chuir of thc 
tars, the 
profoulld 
ilcllee, tilc great {flliet, which of it::;elf can clmrm the pa:o'
ions of a 
troubled hean. TIe amazed at the wonderful di:-;pen:-;ation of thy God. Then 
the mind is purer, lighter, lIIore subtle. This darknl':-;s and silence are enough 
to ill:-opire it \\ ith eompunction; hut if you behold the heavens studded, at:; it 
were, with innumerable eye..., you will take delight in admiring the wi!'dom of the 
Creator. God is moved hy nocturnal pmyer:" if yon make the time of repose 
that of penitence."* 
Speaking of the constant prayer and p:-:almody of the perfect Christian, Clemens 
_\.lpxaJl(lrilius add
, "àÀÀà h"al VVJ.;TúJP n;xa1 7l"t;ÀlV." tiThe day," 
l
"S Tertul- 
liun, "dies in the night, :nul is buried in darknes!:5. The honor of the world is shroud- 
ed, and all fmbstance is enveloped in hlackneí-
. All thillg
 are silPllt amI amaz- 
('(1. Every wlH're are ju!'tice and rest. Thus nature 1l}01ll'ns fin. the departed 
light."t S1. C'11I"Y:o'o40m, who had not fore:o:een what we ]lOW hehold, in enumer- 
atillg the beneficent work!:5 of God, take:-; l):-;pecialnotice of the merciful Ol.dina- 
tion of night to ohlige men to sll:o'peml their labors who lIIight otherwi:-:e be ill- 
duced hy a
..arice to deprive themseh"es uf neee
:-;ary repose. It is night, when 
the woods and the wild seas re:o'1. "Behold," he exclaims, "what tranquil1ity, 
what profound silence. En'l"Y thing in nature j
 hushed, every thing is in re- 
pose, even beasts and mon
te1":-; pO:-::o'e:-;s quiet in :-:leep's calm blis:3: there is an elld 
also of complaint, and of tho
e groans which proceed from the mi
eries of human 
1ife. The Hight is like a favorable POl't in which all men forget the 
torms with 
which they were agihltec1 during the day.',! There is an end of the combats 
of ambition, The friendly night, as .AE:o'('hylu
 sings, wide over heaven':; star- 
spangled fields, holdeth hel. awful reign,
 and even the intemperate passions of the 
heroic world professed submission to it
 
way. 


YÙ
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Ô1J UÀiAfL" åyafJòv lcaì YVILTÌ 1t'zÐi60ar.1 


"Fatigued hy the labOl's of the day, i
 it not," asks St. Cyrill of Alexandria, 
"thmugh L'1.VOr of the night that we recover the vigor which we had lost? "Yhat 
is more favorahle than the Hight to pmlllote OUl' advance in wi
dom? It i:-: the 
time of tho
(' holy thought,; which rai:o'e our souls tow
u'ds the _-\.uthor of aU good; 
it i:-; thl'Jl that we can devotp om;:o'e1ves more freely to reading aIHI to the medita- 
tions of the divine oracl(':-;. Is it not during the night that we find ill Ollr f-oul 
a greater ardor fOl' prayer, and in OUl' voice more religious 
()und8 to chant the 
sacred canticles? ..\.t what time dne:-; the I'enwmbrance of our sin:-; pre
ent itself 
to us with the greate:o't furce? Is it 1I0t dl1rin
 tllP night ?" 
In the last book we remarked how familiar 'n're men with death, and here we 


* Hom. 26, in &\ct. 
\rost. 
+ On Compunction, Lill. H. cap. ... 


t Tl'TtUl1:clt. Re
ur. (';lillis, cap. 12. 

 .\!::amcm. I lIorn. I I. \"11. 28.- 
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SCl' in tlll'il' Ian
lIu
(, ahollwling in "o]I'mll i Il\'ocat ion=--, how they 
)'II1IJ.lthizcJ 
"Iso \\ idl black niglar, the mothl'r, not of the furil
, but of lX':lo..ful ami hilly 
th()tI
ht
. "It :--l'{'m:-; to ml
," 
l).
 (,Il'ml'n
 of AIl'xamlria, "that till' night W:1,., 
ruJll"] (Ei)(PP(
Yl'" hl't.
lU:--e at the tiull' the 
oul is .It 1"1.':4 from the st.II....', ami 
partake..; more of wi:)(lolU. Un that :l1'('OUlit thl' 1I1)'stcrie:s ure dlidly cclc1H'atl'\l at 
night, ami thl')" :-ignity the &'IJ..'1ration of the :5uul from the bot.l}"."* E
talhiu:i 
writing 011 the Iliad, cite.'3 the dncient pru\'crb which a.'l'ril
:; <.'O\1I1!',d tl) tlte night, 
to whieh ..E
chJltls :--t,<,ms to 
uh"crihl', 
l)"in_ that tlurinh tilt' ,by mortal:, are 
hliul1. t In the llrr:.lI1gl'melit of the l'('(.ll':--ia....tieal Omet' tl",..l' (oll..idl'l":ltiulI-; haw' 
not been o\'erlook('ll, ft'r in tll(' 0l1ìl'l' of tilt! night \\(' may Ut,
l'n.e, that tIlt' ]1'-;- 
SOli::, read are IUlIgl'r than tho:>c n
ul in the tJay ; lx'('UU"I', :l.i Car,linal BOlla 
say=--, the ni
ht is fi)r contemplation, th' day for action.! It ilppt.4rs from Tl'r- 
tullian, 
\tll('l1aJor:.t:-;, Amobiu
, .J tI
till, :1Iul 
Iimltius Felix, that the Chri,tian:') 
were ea.lumlliah'(l hy the hmt]ll'lIs Oil al'('Ount of tlwir no<,turnal p..allJlolly allli 
vigils. The)" \\"Pre c:lllt.'t.l a pl'oplc lo\.ilw darkm.:-;,." allli :ultlietl'\l to impiuu-; ..itl'''. 
The Christians might, indt.'ClI, have refcrf('l1 tlu'lJl to their own poet...;, who 
peak 
of the :'3ered ni
ht,
 to Urpheu:-, who ccleLmtl'C.l the night in nohle h)'mn.., tu 
Cicem, who lH"ai="l's the nightly \'igill'On
'('I"Uh.J to the g'f)CI"',1I to Plato, \\ ho 1"('- 
cOlllnlf'lIlls the <'lIIplo)'ing part of tIll' nig-ht ill trall..;al'tin
 pnhlic Im..;in
..;, ami tilt' 
affairs of dou)('stic ('('OIJOIlJ)", ft'r the rl'a
on that nHU'h ,..ll,('P i:i il1juriou
 to the 
concerns uf both bod)" and 
()ul." But till' ('xampll's uf till' 01d Tl'
tallJent :,up- 
pI i('(1 th(,111 with a !'uffil'ient authority, for thcre tlll'Y r('ad that ..\.hmhum r():)C 11 p 
by ni
ht \\ ith his 
on to 3."l'('ud tlw mountain anJ obey the voice of GoJ i that it 
wa'i by Ili(rllt \\ IIl'Il .Jaeou de...irl'tl to see the my:4eriulls ladder, amI 
tl'll;!glill
 
with the 3ngf'1 till morning, I"('('l'in'tl a hl'Ill'tlietioll ; that by night th(" Lllr.1 11'11 
the ehildn'll uf hmel out of 1-:
ypt ; that SanHid the prophet pmYl'll aIllli
ht tit 
the Lon1 ; that .J udith Wl'llt out b
' night and pll1
'('C1 i that the royal I b\"i(1 ru'iC 
at midnight to confi.:-;
 to till' Lord, and in\"itro others to lift up their h:uJll... hy 
Dight ami to bll':-'s the Lord. 
"' fl 1 . t ." . 1 " ,,
.. ( I I I k I . 
It> ( ,'\'otlOlI 0 Vigi S, 
ays..., 1('('tlUS, ')a
 a ways )C('n -nowu to t H' 
:lInts. 
I:-õaia "I'il'cl, 'De III)('t.. \"i
!Ìlat 
piritus 111('11::) all te, Dl'US.' David 
ys, 'Ull'lUOI" flli 
Docte nomiuis tui, Domine.' Ann.l, the \\ idow, ùepart('ll not from the tcmple d:I
" 
and night, the hol)' !oòlll'plll'rds too \\'pre k{'('pin
 watdl whcn the)" Lchelcl the \"i..io)) 
of angds in the sky; and the ba\"iour hirnst..Jf rpl)(':Hl'tlJy remillll
 liS of the 1Il'(...1 
of watching by night, and Ulughf us hy his exam pI.., :nul al1moni,hecl pptel' in thl' 
time of the pas,ion, 'non potui:-;ti
 nna hora \'igilarf' Illl'('UIll '! Yigilat 'd oratl' ;' 
words suffieient to awakpl1 Illpn from thl' slec.'p of death. The bles::, '(1 apo..tJt"
 kppt 
vigils. 
t. Peter in pri:-;on, amI the di,,;('iplps who were ag
l'mbled in the hou..e of 
l\lary, and Paul, and Silas. .As for the utilit)" of \"igil
, I Ilm...t now "pl.uk," l'on- 


· Stromat. Lib. IV. c. 22. 

 Ellrip. IOD. 85. 


t Eumpnid. 10;:). 
I Dc ] .l'1!ihus, Lib. U. 


t De div. PSR1. 
-; lb. Lih. VII. 
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tinucs this holy bishop, "although this can he more easily felt by the exercise than 
de:,cribed by the words of a narmtor; for it is by tasting that we see how sweet 
is the Lord. A good thing, indeed, is meditation by day; a good thing is prayer; 
bnt much more grateful and \:ffil'aciol1s is noctl1rnalmeditatioll ; because in the day 
v
ll'iou
 necp
:o.ities dishub 11
, p('cl1parioll deadem; the mind, multiplie/l ('ares dis- 
tract the sen:-;e ; bl1t the night is Sf>ct'et ; the night is quiet and opportune fi.lr prayer, 
awl fitting tllO
e that watch; know, therefure, that vigils are agrpeable to God."* 
"The hOUt' of midnight," r..:ays 81. Basil, "the hour of repost' atHI silelu'l', i:-: the mo..t 
favorable to the pure operations of the soul. The sight and the hearing recpive 
then nu impression from external thing
, the soul is then alone; it is disengaged 
from all earthly things; it is wholly occupied with God. During these preciolls 
moments of the night, the memory of sin:-; pre:-,ents ibelf most forcibly to her."f 
It i
 then that she di:-;cerns the rapid flight of life; while every thing else is at 
rest, the strides of death are more distinctly beard. The whole world seems ab- 
hre,'iated before her, as it did to St. Benedict in the night, and she may almost 
ble'hoM l1Pr
elf already entering upon the eternal world. Ah, well may the night 

eelll solemn! 
Th('
(' ,'it'w
 may appear ungl"Ounded and paradoxical to the pre
pnt race of 
men; fllr alas! who now is perluittp(l to taste the sanctified night of Christian
, 
or ('yen the Amhrosian night of Homer? Dead both to grace alHll1atul'e, if men 
do 1I0t, like some of the ancients, devote the uight to the I'itf"ï; of Bacchll
,! it 
i
 m
Hle the tilllP of all uther:-; in which, as if they f'tu<1ied purposely to contradict 
all that thc holy Fathers hm'e en't' written, they ]('a:,t tllink ofwi
dom or of God, 
anel tlllts the gloom of moral darkness is a(l<1e(l to diP oh
cllrity of nature. To 
Adam after his f..'111, the natural night seemt.d filII of II(HTor
 : 


---"'Vith black air 
Accompanied, witli d,unps and dreadful gloom, 
Wbich to bis t:vil conscicnce represented 
An things with dlJul>lc terror." 


But during the middle age!', the nightcontinl1{'d to appear as it did to the primiti,'e 
(,hl'i
tian;..;. "The night time i..; often fa,.orable to de,'otion," :-ay:-; Thomas à 
Kempis, "awl of no small assistance to sacred ll1editations."
 If we rf'flect 011 the 
oh:o'ervatioll of Quinctilian, who remarked that when !'lepp was intermitted, thought 
wa'i a:;;:-;i
t('d hy the ,'pry darkne

 of the night.1I we ;:;hall ha,'e reason to expect 
that the people of the mid(lle ages who 
o 10\"e(1 vigils, wonld be fonnd UpOIl inves- 
tig:.ltion tu have been eminently that thinking people. which the modern
 are so 
fond of being considered. "The ni
ht:; are dearer anll more useful to me than 
the day
," 
ays the Abbot Peter, of8t, Remi, in a letter to Berneredus, Abbot of St. 


* 
icetius Episcop de Vigiliis Servorum Dei. apt1l1 Da.cher, Spicileg. Tom. III. 
t 
i('etius Episcop. df' Yigiliis Servorum Dei. 'lpllli Da
her. Spicileg. Tom. III. 

 Oppian de Venat, Lib. T. 2:5. 
 Sermonum III. II. I Lib. X. 6. 
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C'ri:'pin. '"
[y ()('cupatJon:-; hy day hurry me :1\\ay violf'ntly ami fr3l1l1ulently 
frum JIIy,.;t'lf, hut the" inter llight..., h)' their length, ('onfi'r on rut' a (Iou hIe h"lwfit; 
for tl}('y gi,.e rf><:t to my hotly, ami tlH'Y relH'W my t'pirit.... TIH')" 
ive lih(.rty to 
revi:,it cele
tial thin
:" ami to ilJ<{uire into tlll.ir 
t'rets, ami al
 to be remindful 
of my friend
."* LUC3:-:, ..\rchbishop of Co....enza, in the thirteenth century, u_ oJ 
al::;o to pa
:o, the night in writing, "yet," :--ays tlw wrift'r ofhi:-: life, who li\'('(1 with 
him, "to the conn'ntnal vigils ill tIlt' Church he woul(1 alwa
.s h:L4en, hUlllhl)
 
sin g inO' and wakhirw with the brcthJ'f'n."t "artlinal P)f.tllIl olberv..., that thf' 
b b 
hea,'y and ('ontinuL'(,1 f;1('('p of worlJly people i:; 3S mu('h oppo.....'() to lwalth of 
1:><)(1)' as to philosophy, a('(.'ording to the jn(l
nwnt of .Ari....totl(.,! of Hippo('r:ut'1'I,S 
and of .A v ieell lIa. Theil in alltuling to tlu> 1I0('tul"l1al vigil:--, he p}.claim:--, UO 
i 
!-'C'ireut homines quam 
.;and:', (!'ram gl".1t
 -. r
.o, <l'lam l'\alutaJ't.:, ('('('l('si
tid, 
('(1 
et fidelC5 singllli, bimul in unum <Ii", . d paul >r, nnctl'ID vprtcn'nt in diplIl Ih)('- 
turnis precibus summa 
ttulio in:,i
tt'nt{'''''.''11 
t. flpmanl !o-I.ow... }ut\\' tJ.(' night is 
JWclIliarly f:l\"omhll' for pmY<'I'. ""YIIt'II :-;lp4'p ill\'ol\"(...; tlU' worlcl in prnfcHlIHI 

ileIH,(', then," t;ait1. he, '"praJl'r will he JHlI"t'r amI fn'PI'. 1 [ow 
'('ur('l
' dol."s it 
then a
ecnd to G(Kl, the "0](' nrhitpr, and to the holy :11I:!pl wh() i
 !"f'a(1,y to prl'
'nt 
it on the supernal altar! II ow gmtl'ful i
 
Udlltl1l).f'I. ! How 1'Itrene! :nul unin- 
terrupted hy any Fouml! How dl'ar from all <lu:--t of tPrt"('IU' 
olicitu(lt' ; expmpt 
from all praise or HaUl'r)" of mortal heholdpl"s I '0 iu:-:iglwm no('turni tf'IUI)()ris 
prærogath'arll! 0 S<lcrns noctf" 0111 n i ) lice "'pl('n( 1 i( lior"s l' ,"w. 
 ot llOW c1c\'otccl 
tù ThbSalian arts, but cousciou... of angelic light: 


"0 nox purpureo sp)endidior die, 
o DOl: delitiis omnibus affiuens. .... 


The heretics, Leginllin
 with Ylgilantiu..;, whom f-,t. .Tprome, on that 8mmnt, 
C'dlls the 8leeper, ('OlH.lemlU...1 the u()(,turlml yigil:-; and p
almn(ly. })o1idnre VIr- 
gil, gl>l1erally a 1'".1....h and vain wl'it('r, affirm.. that tlH')' W4're always 11l'l<l in 
n:o.- 
picion 011 account of the danger of immorality; hilt b\l<'h :111 error, t-ays C3I,dinal 
Bona, d(){'s not dl''''erye to he confuted. T II the thir() ('('ntury, Ulu1<'r )larællu:o-, it 
was, indl'{'<l, fc)rbid(ll'n to kt'(.p vigils in the ('('m('h'ri
, ill tllO
f' ]ow J't' rions wh<,re 
sad uight hangs around thp drowsy vaults, and wlll're moist vapoN titff'p the 
duB hl'OW8 of thl)-.(' W'ho
 limb are laid to )"p..t, hut )}C) wher
 is it written that 
the vigil:-; in churches were con<1pmu('(1 by tlae au('ipnÌð. 
St. Philip Xeri was en'l1 3æu'Í()f1}(>41 to pa

 the l1iJ!ht fn-qllpntly in the ('('ffi- 
etery of S1. C'allistus on the .A ppian way. tt ;,t. Horu uald had 
u('h a horror of 
sleep after vigils, that if any' one cunfp:--...
l to him that he had imIulgt'() in it he 
would not allow him that day to celebrate ma<:,
.:! Crodega.nd, Bishop of )[etz,. 


* Pptri Ce}]ens. Epist. Lih. Y. 1. t Italia 
ICCr:\, Tom. I X. 
()fì. t In (Economiclø. 

 2 .\ptb. 3 I Dc dh in.l P
a]l1Ioc1ia, 122. .. Sc.t IU. nIt. in Cant. 
.. Card. BODa, p. 12R HP. AriD
hi TIOIua 
nhll'ITlUll'a, 1'.239. 
:fPetr. Damiall iD Vit.8. HOU1l1nlcll. 
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forbids the can011S on pain of excommunication to :,le('p during the intel'val be- 
tween nocturns and the early sacrifice, unle:,,,on al'('ount of sickness or with leave. 
The holy ALLot ...:Elredu
, eall:-; that a hl(,:-:,:,c<1 interval which intervenes after the 
nocturnal psalmody, until the rising of the Sllll; f()r then he says, the heart is most 
refreshed with the sweetness of dpvotion. It i..; at thi
 hour' that celestial visions 
have been generally imparted to holy men. The rock:-; and woods of Al- 
vernia were still involved in the solemn grey which precedes the first rosy streaks 
on the ea:-;tern sky, when the winged seraph in living flames descended upon Fran- 
ci
, giving the la:-:.t signets to his 
aintly fle
h by the fervor which it kindled.- 
Gilbertu:-;, praising the same inten'al, exc1aims.-" neus bonc! hora iHa n(wtis 
qllàm sine nocte est, quàm nox ilIa il1uminatiu in deliciis! Oratioue
 iUre privatim 
fiunt, sed privata non petullt." Thus St. Anthony, after passing the night in pray- 
er, when the sun rose in the morning, used to 8ay, that it came to interrupt his 
peaceful ecstasy. St. Benedict u:-;ed to pass the night in the upper cham her of a 
tower which rose above the mona
tery; amI it was there, when all the other hreth- 
ren were taking rl':,t, that the holy man, while ::;tan(ling at a window on the :.;outh 
side, looking towards Capua, had that vi:-,iull of the whole world, abbreviated 
ami(lst a 
lHldpn !'plellllor which exceeJed the ligllt of the brightest day. * Pope 
St. Leo, when at nome, u..;ed three times e\'ery week to walk by night barefooted 
from the Latel'an Palace to St. Peter'
 Church, pl'inltely, attended hy two or three 
clerk.., praying and chanting p
alms. t "Yhen St. Odo was a monk at St. :\Iartins' 
of Tours, he used in the night to go alone to pray at the sPIHllehrc of the baint, 
which was at a distance of two miles from the college, awl the wokes u
ed to terrify 
him as he walked thither.! St. Gregory ofTuurs relates, that Trojanus, Bishop of 
Saintes, used to go, in thedarknt::
s of the night, to visit all the holy pI act's \vhich were 
within the circuit of that city, and attended only by one 
ubdeacon.
 Thu
 Neemias 
rose up by night, and a few men with him, and indicated to 110 one what God 
had put into his heart that he shoul(l cIo in Jerusalem. Thus did he go out hy 
the gate of the valley by night, aIul before the fountain of the dragon, and tlm:o: cIid 
he contemplate the walls of J eru&llem broken down, and its gates consume(l wi th 
fire. "For," says IIugo of St. Y'ictor, "it is the duty of spiritual doctors to rise 
up often hy night, and while other men sleep, to go ahout investigating the state 
of the Church, that they may discover how they Illay correct and raise up the 
things which have been defiled. by sins, aud overthrown bv the tempests of 
war."II 
These nightly exercises of devotion werE" practised also by the laity with great 
assiduity, during the middle ages. One of the most remarkable confraternities 
of the Chur"ch of Pari
, was that bearing the date of the year 1205, and entitled 
"Confraternitas Beatæ )Iariæ Pari
iensis surgentium ad )Iatutinas," which was 


:. Chl'onica Casinensis, S. B. cap. 35. t Cbron. S. :Monast. Casinensis, Lib. II. 87. 
t Bibliothec, Cluniac. 
 Dc Gloria C o nfeSSOr\lffi, ;;'^ . . I ' I] L b VIII II 
_ .,H _
 egor. in i. ., 
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composro of pious pef:'ion:-. of the ("ity, who u....'ti to ri:'l' :nul l"t'pair to the dllln.h 
at midnigllt.* It is nu'ntioul'ti in the litè of 
Iadall1e lI, 
rai
.m..,t that 
h., u 
to l"i
e eOJ1
talltl)" at that hom', anli repair to the elmreh nfSt. Eustach
, Jwr p.ui...h, 
when thl')" chanted lllatin
. 
This lIight of the lJJilllll.. agb lUU!-'t he <1(':11' to P()pt
. 0 how -:ol('mn 
Olllllls 
the ('hOl'all"ollg while the Ilocturnal willtl 
WI't'p:o; rOil 111 I tIlt' :,ulitary pil '! AlJIrpls 
then Illay be thollght to kat their \\ iugs again:,t tilt' wimlO\\:) of the ehurdlf"; 
aIlll bouletimf::) has death 
 'Clut.'tl to beckon with its fiuger through thl'm, to give 
.....a.lut:lry w:lrnilJ
 to a f'UmmOlR't} !"()u1. 
The ('('cle
ia.4i("al cleert'ps dt':-,irl't.l that an the pt'ople f'houltl ('orne to nocturnal 
vigils.! It was, in fad, the pra('tÌ<.'(' of the Jairy, in tho 1l1ilhllc ag('
, as in primi- 
tiye times, to ...pel1l1 the vigils of tì.'
tivals in the dlllrehcs, :nul Drexl'lius lament:) 
its di...use in the wretched tinlf
 in whieh he \\ rote. ".\.l:L'i!" 
ith he, "what a 
progrl':--.
 ! "P e inc1('('(1 kt't'p 1113ny nocturual \"igil
; but it i'i over ('nlh, ami(1:.,t 
darU'iug, :m(l pJa).ing nt tahle
."9 )labillou, in hi..; ltilll'rary of Germany, IlL.... 
scrihes certain Ian tt'rns at the gn'at g-.lÍl's (If the ch n reh of t he moua
tery uf Lu '\.cn, 
and at that of nonvau
 l1l'ar Chartre
, to gui,lc persons who came in the lliJ;ht 
to tho:,(' chnrt'lU's.1I "I rt.'I11('mLer," :-ays all aueieut monk, "that during eight t.la)S 
bt.'fì)re the f('"",tl\'al of
t. Panlinus the llriton, Hil"hop ofC'apua, whl1(li('(1 in H."jI, 
the bells u:-Ot.'t.l to !"olllld at Ye""'l)er""" HIllI that, 011 the vigil of the fm...t, lights u
l'd 
to burn on the top uf thc tOWCI'."" 

m{'tim('s persons kept vigils in churche'i throughout the whole night, with- 
out au)"lightl") burnillg.** The pious Em pe 1'01' Irenr)", a.'i oftt.'n a.... he visitcù Rome, 
u
l'(l to 
pend the first night in the llasiliCl. of "'t. )Iaria 'lajora. tt Drt'xeliu:i 
a]
o mentions the (lcvotion of )[ary (I" (Eni('
, who, with one attl'mlant, u""l'(l 
every year, Rlul in the (lepth of wintl'l', to rt'main (luring a wholf> night in the 
church of our Lady. Thus tuo, ou thc f(':-tival of the hlt.:-'....'tlmartyr of tht' nri- 
vatl'nsian cllllr{'h, 81. Gregory of Tours b.l::l occasion to relate, that a Jl'- 
vout poor man ('ume there to eclehrate it, who having fi,!-'tt.'nf't.1 hi!o; hor
e out<.:itle, 
entered the clmfl'h, awl there 
pent the night motionlt........, praying with the other 
people <lm.jug thl'. whole night, till break of day.!t "P e l"t'ad in the lIt.'Cl"('CÞ of 
I '"es Je Chartrt s, that when 3 bi
hop wus to hold hi
 synod in a church, "all the 
}>l'r:-,ons were to be ejcctcù at the fir
t hour of the dar, before the rising of the 
sun."

 
To this discipline there wa
 a remarkahle ('xecption in the f'arr("(l <':.I.Vl' or (.hur('h 
in the rocks of }.Iount G:H.
UlUI1l, celebratl.'t.l throughout the whole world on ac- 
count of the apparition of St. l\licL.lel. }"'or, from the first light till evening 


· Lebeuf, Rist. du Diocese de Paris. Tom. I. 1. 

 I vonis Carnot. Decret. Pars vi. c. 2.')9, 
liter GermanicuUl in V d. ADalecta. 
.... S. Greg. Turon, 
lilacul. Lib. 1. 5. 
H S. Greg. Turon. 
liracu1. Lib. 11. 21. 


tIn 4to. 1657. 

 De Jejunio, Lib. II. cap. 6. 
-; Italia Sacra, Tom. VI. .H3. 
tt Jo. NaucJ. Gen. 34. 


 Dccrct. Pars. iv. 246. 
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psalmody, !'3Cl'ed mysterie:-, and prn,yers were offered there daily by clergy and 
people, durin
 whit'h time the doors were nevel' closed; but through fear and 
re'"erence for the angelic choir, which was said to be present there during the 
night, no one was permitted to remain after the la
t office, when diligent 
a1"(
h 
u!"ed to be made in order to expel all per
on.... In the year 1015, St Henr)" the Em- 
pel"Or was recei,"ed there to ho
pitality by Ur
u
, Archbi:oöhop of SipOllto, when 
he came for the sake of de\"otioll to visit this church of St. l\Iichael. Passing the 
brazen gates. which were the gift of princes, amI descending into that va
t 
cavern obscure, distilling drops thl"Ough the !":olid rock, he joined in the offices 
which were then solemnly sung before the great altar at the end of the choir, ill 
which is a fountain of most bweet and tran
parent water. 'Vhen the office was 
concluded, and every person commanded to withdraw, the saint indeed begged, and 
obtained permission, to remain in the church during that night; but this was an es- 
pecial indulgence, which no one 
lse ever enjo)"ed: and the subsequent lameness 
of the holy emperor was attributed, by contemporary writers, to the effects of the 
vision which was then vouchsafed to him, wben like another Jacob, he endured 
an anger s touch. * 
The procesRions of penitents at Rheims, in the year 1575, took place in the night. 
The Archhishop, Louis de Guise, assisted, walking barefoot along with a nu- 
merOllS confraternity. The litanies, sung with a mournful tone, were often inter- 
rupted by the sobs and pl3intive cries of the penitents, which pl"Oduced a most 
overpowering effect in the silence and horror of the darkness. These pilgrims an- 
ticipated, (rom the aspect of public affairs, the destruction of the Catholic religion in 
France, and hence their penitential vigil.f The night's dead silence did well 
become such sweet complaining sorrow. 
It is still a de,'otion at Rome to go by night to the ancient Basilicas without the 
walls. One morning, leaving Rome while it was still dark, being three hours 
hefore !":unri
e, as I approached the gate of St. Lorenzo, I saw an extraordinary 
1ight moving tow3rds me, which soon assumed the form of crosses of light. 
Presently I heard the murmur of prayers, and the f:olemn chant of the pilgrim's 
litany; a vast crowd of persons became half di!'cernible, the men going first and 
the women f()IIowing, and the light proceeded from two cro;;:;;;es borne along, to 
which lamps were attached. It is impo!":sible to de
cribe the awful impression 
})rodllced by 8uch a spectacle at that hour, and on such ground! At first I !'up- 
})osed it to be a funeral train, but on inquiry I was told that they were perSOlIS 
returning to Rome, after hearing mass in the basilica of St. Lorenzo, without the 
wall. It struck me forcibly that here was a faith and thirst worthy of the days 
of the apo!'t1E:=s. The fir4 Chri4ians could not ha,'e E'viuf'pd g-reater fervor than 
these poor people, who filled the 101l
ly precinct!' of the ptel'l131 city, at the bitter 
hour of damp exhalations, with prayers for merc)", with the prai!'e
 of Chri!'t, and 


* ItaJia Sacra, Tom. VII. 821 


t Anquetil, Hist. de RLeims, Litl. IV. 147. 
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of his blpssed mother. At IÆC<'J, tl1<'re is :1 hol)" hrotherhood wh();:)C IUcmher...ara 
nppoin
J in turn to sOllml a hdl b('fore thwn, at thp doors of :-;\1('" of the citi7t'n
 
as are accustomed to a:,:--i:4 at the fir
t ma:-:o:, in ordpr to appri..t' tlH'f1l of thc hour, 
and light the torch which i:'\ to guide 111<'111 to the Churd.. In the lUolJa:--tcr)" of 
St. . \ pollonia, at Flort'nCt', t ht're is a }>:a rt grantt'(1 to a (,ollfrah'rnity of pioll:"' }>('ople, 
who asscmhled there 011h- c.lurilw the ui,rht. ThroUtrh the foul womL of niO'ht 
J ð 
 
the hum of hasty p
ngers, who murmur prayers Ii:, the). repair to churcl1E
, 
8tilJy sounds. C"Tlat're is no rl.:-t," :-;ay:o. ;-\t. Pal\Jinll", ((for the multitude wlao r('- 
pair to the festival of the Llc
:-;ed COllfe:--:--or Ft'lix, at :x ola." 


-"Properant in ]UCl'm A Docie, 'diemque 
Expto'crllre I'igct, voris avid is mora DOClib 
Hurnpitur, et noclem flamm.s funaUa vincunt.... 


Even without the interest of a mOl"(" than ordinary oc':(':Lo;ion the watch('TS who 
guard the cit)" find them going about it, through the strl't.'t.., and N}lIarl':i, .').ocking 
IIim whom their souls lo\'e. It wa:4 
o rommoll a practk,'C to go to tll ,clmreh at 
matin
, that the Frcnch h:lll an :meit'llt pnwcrh,-"as c.Iangl'roll
 a.., rc.'tllrn from 
matin:5,"--to l'Xpl'
 the liahility to filII imo mi..ehief in till' dark from l'lIl'mit,
 
01' woh"
.t-l)ctrareh writl':Õ: as follc)\\s :-"1 Ii ' al\\n)"' at miòni rlat, to :-ilw 
thE' pmi,..,og of God. The silenL'e of thc night i... h(':-t ..uit(>(l to thi.; l'mplu)"llll'nt. 
It is the part of my life when I amll1o
t m
.!--elf, aJltlmo..t (lplightfulJ)' {'lI)plo)"('(1. 
It i
 a clI:o:tom I have oh:,cl'w'il, whie-h h:.... 1H'\'l'r 1)('('11 illh"ITlIl'h'(I Lilt hy :--icknt..:--, 
ami \\ hid. I shall e"er udhcre to." \f e find him (latin
 olle of hi=-, leUt'1' from 
lethe mo:,t rctir\XI corner of thc Ambrosian hOUðC at )Iil:m," under that light, ami 
at the :-:ame hom', in whieh fi'I'Illt.'rly the living Lilrht arp
 upon the earth to t'l1- 
lighteu men. - 
ichoJa
 'Yon dt'r FJup, wheu father of a f:.mil.\" at. ba
l'ln, u....,,1 
to retire to rest Wilh hi... hml:-l'holtl; Ililt a'" !--()on a.... tlH'Y wt.'re :1
lt't,p, lac would 
ri:,e from his 001, lm\'c his chamber, amI 1-})4'I1(1 in pra)"l'r to Go(1 alJ the rCIII:.iu- 
ing time till (lay hrt'ak. His :-011, John, 
a)"s of him, '"my f
Hlacr ll:-('(I alwa)".. to 
retire to re:-:t \\ ith his.<.hil(ht'lI, Imt:.all uight Jong, tin mornin"', r ha\'(' heard him 
pray in another r..>olU. The lU'an.uly !ooWt'(,tlJl:"", with whic'h he u--t'(1 tn he rcfn...h- 
cd served him instead of 
Jt'('p, so that in the morning, 110 Ollt' en'r ro..t' from IX'll 
80 fre.-;h and cheerful as he u
 frolll pr-.l)'PI"." t It is t'urions to 
remm'k, that while priv3tt:' devotion instigatt"ll ru
n to thi::; clt"lIication of the 
tragic melancholy night, the Yl'i'Y 1:1\\:0. of the :-tate I
nt their 
,i
tance to 
Bl'Cnre it from profanation. By the Fn.nl'h Jaw"", all 1 ahorer:o. were for- 
bidden to work after ve:opers. Carp 'nu'r:; alone were pcrmitt('ll to work during 
the night, when coffins were to be made for the dead, or works f(,r flllJl'ral cere- 
monies erected. It wa.-; not eveu lawful for tmde,men to sell goods till the ap- 


· lla1ia R:wra, VI. t Pa"lquit't Hl'cherche dp ]8 FraDce, Lib. YII 1. 
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poillh.<1 IlIItH. hacl :-:trnck, ",hiell wa
 gf>lwral1y tierce or nin('.* The Roman laws 
pwhibitcd judgments from being pas.-;etl, at night, notwithstanding that )Iinerva 
had been made to sanction the contrary discipline of her own favored tribunal.t 
To the night of the middle age:, belonged many solemn and poetic things, of 
which the trace only remains, as in som\' towns of England, where, at particular 
seasons of the year, during the night, one hears a small bell tolled a certain num- 
.ber of times, amI then, in a mournful tone, 
ome rude ven-es chanted, which had 
been substituted, no doubt, for "he ancient invitation to pray for the dead at that 
hour, adevotion to which indulgences were attached. In Italy during the octave 
at all souls, the bell for thc dead tolls the whole night long, or at least for a consid- 
erable i'pace about midnight. In the history of the church of Durham, we read, 
the "three bells of the lantern were rung ever at midnight, at twelve of the clock; 
for the monks went evermore to mattins at that hour of the night."! On arriv- 
ing in Italy the traveller is 
oon reminded of the beautiful similitude which 
Dante draws from the tones that sanctify a Catholic night. 


"As clock, tbat calleth up tbe spouse of God 
To win her Bridegroom's love at matin's hour. 
Each part of otber fitly drawn and urg'ù, 
Sends out a tinkJing sound, of note so sweet 
Affection springs in wcll- disposed breast."
 


0, how does a youthful imagination then sympathize with all that the holy 
fathers have written rp:-;ppcting' the night! how does it love that holy silence which 
reign
 on all nature! The river has still its silver flood, but no more its murmur; 
the Ijighways are de.;;ert, the cabins, voice-lt
s ; no leaf trembles under.. the \'aults 
of the wood, and the sea it:o:elf, expiring on the 
trall(I, !-carcely rolls again
t it a 
}>lainth"e wave.1I How far is every thing here from the frown of 
able-vested 
night, the consort of chaos! How holy is the Catholic night, the night of the 
middle ages! the time in which saint
, all oyer the earth, are a
sembled to chant 
the f'ame :;acred hymn
, and to commemorate the same great deliverance. Some 
seasons, indeed, there were, a
 tho
e of Christmas aud Easter, in which it was in 
an e:o:pecial degree the privileged and ble
:5ed time; nights in which things celestial 
were joined to earthly, and divine to human; in qua terrenis cælestia, human is 
di\.in:l jnnguntur ; for as the church of G<xl 
ay:" it wa
, "while all things were 
,in quiet silence, and the night was -in the midst of her course, that the Almighty 
word came from heaven, from the royal throne. t;even times in the year, mass 
lI:o:ecl to be !'aicl :It midnight. At Chri
tllla
, in eon:o:eqllenc>e of the ordinance of 
Pope St. Tde
phorus, in the st"coIHlet'ntllry, on Holy t;arurday, on the festi\'al 
of 81. John the Baptist, and on the collation of holy orders, on the fOllr Satur- 
day:; of the Ember weeks.'.
 For:l long time after S1. Leo, ordinations used to 


* 
Ionteil Hist. des Français, Tom. IlL 261. t 
Esch}
]us Eumcnid. 692. t 1. 3.3. 

 Parad. X. I Dc 1:1 )[artine. · Benedict XIV. de Saclificio )[i:,sæ, II Appenll. 388. 
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t ,ke pbce on the 8aturllay uight of XII. Je

I1", towarcI
 
lIIu1a)' morning, attf'r 
the 1"('coIHI nocturn of matins, us appear", from all :mcit'ut Roman urdt", whi{'h was 
in the abbe)" of Y" enJoruc. * 
But while the Church of G{)(l is t11ll
 ri!'Cll at the 80lemn miùnight hour, where 
sit the world's chill1rt'n? .Alas! for thl>m, th(' night has 110 h'rrol'S, ('xcepting 
when there isa qup
tion of going to the 3
:--l'll1hlit.'s of the faithful : wo,.shippf'r
 
of plc3:,ure--dailc.ln'n of night, pursul'rs of private foòillS, a" hot on the beent, a..; if 
like their elder sisters, bung hy .Al
...ch)'lus, th ')" were ùivÏtlt.'ly (leputl'(l to f()1l0\V 
the trace of blood that criuJ to lle3\.en; who are in con
tant hahits of hraving the 
()b
cure air at the hour \\"II<,'n re:-t is pro\.itlt'(l f,)r :.11 fh....h, are imm l "tliatt'ly con 
vinC('(] that thl'Y would contract 80llle fatal illllt.' 
 if the \\a)" were to the dmrd. 
instead of the festal hall. They might, it i
 
aic], IIlft>t rt'v('lIc
 in the t-tr('Ct..., 
and religion might incur di
gra('c if Iwr tt'mplu; "t..oc to he Opt'n :1t thu..c hour:--, 
which the m()(lerns, by common c
n:-'l'llt, think mu...t 1I(.('(ls l)t, c(ln.,i
'H'lJ O\'I'r 
either to sle<'p or to Babylonian rite:,. To them we may :ult1re:--:"'\ tlw \\(ml
 off't. 
Clemens ...\.Iexandrinus to the I)3h"3I1S, who Wl're initiatt.'t] in the orgit..:"'\ ofHa<'l.hll', 
or,8S he 83YS, "in the mJ"sterics of the .Atheist...;," "forrot.'rly the bilent night ":1,,\ 
to virtuou..; men a veil of S'\.('('tlH'

, hut nnw, to you, the t-:1c-rt..l ni
ht i!o\ fiIkcl 
with the Iloi
e of di:5:oõolutc 
peedl."t If ("ompcllt'(J tl) :lh:--l'lIl tlU'm
'I\"l's 011 !o\Ut.h 
OCC3:5iolls from the a!'semhlies of the faithful, nwn \'''('re not JH'ard in the middle 
agps to dL'Claim agaiw;t thi
 devout an,} m
t au(.i 'ut ('xcrci
, or tf) (,lIndenm 3') 
imprudl'nt those who maiutainl.'(l its utilit)., n... if almo,t it \\ pre un ('viI :1!o' g'-f'at 
3"'Ï heres)", to lovc till' poetilM.l1 :-öille of:l religiulI'" liff'. "Ht'e:lII
f' )'''11 aJ'e infirm," 
said Xicetius the Lisjanp, "'do not ('omlemu the vigih; of othl'r:'\. It \\,olllt] he 
foolish antI sufficit.'ntlJ foreign from religion to (h'pre('iate thu
 who nm \\ell, 
Ix'cause we are unable our:5Ch"cs to run; though '\e have not the pO\\er, \\e ought 
not to envy but to congmtubte tho..:c who have; rc)r U:-ò he who ("tH1st.'llt..; to rnaliee 
is a partaker oftIU' puni:.;llIuent,
o, a participation in glor)" may 1)(' hoped for from 
a consent to goodncs::3."! 
nut now the apprúach of ru"y-fingered 1II0ril is witne
sed in the 
'\Stcrn 
k.r, 
and the mel()(ly of choir8 id re"ulllcd to hail the hour of \miver
)llml<]:i to the 
eternal Founder of thing
, who f1l1eth day aw1 night. Domillus regJlHyit, 110\\ 
is heard, and the rc:,t which follows of that p
alm in \\ hieh, sa}"s Hugo (1c St. 
Victor, "Chri!'t, with admirable hrevity is multifarion:-öly pmi:--ed."9 The Church 
seems to come forth refrcshpd am} more than ever JOJous. She de"(,(,lId:o; to 
peak 
of all the various dutiæ of men, 11m} sings the dawn with tran:.;port; for then the 
army of errors de"erts the hurtful way; the f':ailor eoll('cts his <<)n'l'S ; !o'traib allt] 
seas grow calm; at the crowing of thcco('k, hop\' returns; health i:i imparted to 
the infirm; the robber's sword is !-'hcathcJ ; faith is rc:)toreù to the fallen: Jc
us 


· Chardon IIi
t. des Sa.crnmcns, Tom. V. c. 6. 
* Dc vigìliis 8crvorum Dei. Dachcr. :;:'plciJcg. III. 


t Clcm. .\u'x. Prot n plicus, c. 2. 

 De 01llciis Ecdcsi
ticls. cap. 10. 
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she invokes that he would look upon the wavering, for, at his look, sins would 
cease and crime be washed away with wEeping; that he would enlighten the senses, 
and dispel the sleep of minds. At the rising of the star of light,-she prays to 
be protected from all hurtful things during that. day,-that the tongue may be 
tempered so as to serve no horrid contcntion, that the sight may be directed so as 
to draw no vanity, that the heart's recc:;ses may be pure and the pride of the flesh 
humbled: so that when the day 
hall depart, her chilùren may be enabled, through 
abstinence, to sing glory to the coequal and eternal Three. 
After the offices of lauds and p1"Ïme succeeJeù the sac-red mass, though in times 
of persecution, when the as:-,emblies of the faithful were neces:;arily less frequent, 
the Eucharistic sacrifice was not daily offereù. In the great chureh of Constanti- 
nople, down to the Xlth century, ma;:,S u5ed to be celebrated only on Sundays and 
Sabbath days and festival:;, which was a yestige of the ancient necessity. 'V here- 
as, in all churches of It::;s an
iquity, the divine mysteries were daily celebrated ac- 
cording to pions usage, * sanctioned by the constitution., termed apostolical. t 1\T:1;O:" 
used to be said daily in the time of St. Ambrose and St. Basil, after the example 
of the apostles; a usage which is acknowledged to have existed in the first ages, 
even by Protestant writers.! St. Cyprien shows that mass should be said daily, 
and that all should communicate daily. To the like effect speaks St. Hilary. 
'Vith the Greeks, they who passed three Sundays without communion were sai({ 
to be excommunicated.
 From the sixth century, the daily celebration of mas::, 
was a common discipline, hut it appears that in the seventh it became still ruore 
general for pious men to as
ist every day at mass. St. Goal' celebrated mass every 
day, and the same is recorded of St. Geremaru:;;, Abbot; and Bede affirms the 
same of Ceolfrid, the abbot of his monastery. The bishop, Licinus, is also related 
to have daily sung mass with great compunction of heart, but 1\labillon interprets 
the word to mean only having simply recited it. 
In the eighth century,thisdiscipline was enjoined by the decrees of the synods,!! 
and since the Council of Trent, it continued to be the univeI:'al practice of devout 
Chri
tian":. ""
hen you ha \"e risen from your bed," says Louis of Blois, "after 
makin
 the 
ign of the cro::;s and recommending your soul and body to the 1\lost 
IIigh, ha4en to the church as to the place of your refuge and a garden of spi- 
ritual delights."
 Hence we may remark, that on occasions of public danger or 
calal}1ity, there wa
 no neces;;,ity, as we read in the Pagan times of Rome, for the 
state to appoint a day of general prayer, for which a form of words was to be 
prepared, for the church had already her appointed course, and there was always 
a sacrifice ready amI a sublime invocation for those who sought to propiliate the 
mercy of Heaven. "
hat the venerable Bede said of priests, who, without a Ie- 


* Thomassinus de vcteri ct nova Ecclc:"iæ disciplin. Pats 111. Lih. I. c. i2. 
t Const. Apost.. II. 39. VIII. 3':; -39. 
 Rheiuwald Die Kirchliche Archæologie. p. 332. 

 Walafrid Straho de rcbus ecclesiastici..;, cap. 20. I "rabill. Præfat la II SæcuL Bened 

 Guide Spirit. cap. 2. 
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gitimate hinùrance, f:.lil to present the divine host to God every tlay, may well ac- 
count for the zeal of holy men to offer up mass daily. "Tell me," cries the Li:-hop 
10na, in hi::) "In::,titute of Laics," "tcll IUC, YOll who l."Ome tu the church uul)' un 
feast days, are not the other days also fe
t ùa}'
? .Are tht>y not (lays of thc 
Lon1, for on what ùay ùoe; not the church eclebmtc the victory of N.>nle martyr 
or confcs..;or?"* Pope nenl'tlid XIV. consider:-, the argurnenb of those who main- 
tain that ma:o':i r-houlJ not be daily celebrated, 011 tl)(" pie.! that "H'mpcr uLuruIautia 
contumc1iosa ill se e:;t, " and that, "quil'quid 1'".11'0 fit, pretio
ius fit, cum fit," ami 
that the pricst who !-'e1c.1om celebmtcs 
 usually IUm'e<1 tu Ìt'1In" whieh he "oulcl 
not be if he daily offered. IIavin
 rcfutl'C.l th(':-c ol
t'('tion:-, he ('olleIudcs tlll1'9:- 
"In this la:-t c)!
f'Ctioll their lit's nn ambiguity, fi)r, a... 81. .Antonillu... !-'ay:-., '1 f :my 
one should ('
tilUatc that di
position in him..eIf, fl'om the t- 'Il:-ibll' ('()mpullc.'tioll of 
hcart, profusion of tt,-ar:" fervor of mind, arul Rimilar' . f
ntiment'i, 80 that \\ hen he 
feels thcs
, hc belie\.(
 him"clf to or tJi:-po:-.t...l, anù when he tI ... nut fLoel Ùlem, 
he suppo:-'('g him<.:C'lf incli:o'po:'CtI, he walks n'ry '111(";.lIItiou...l)., amI is most Oft('11 
dcccivCt1. Fn'quently tho:-;e \\ ho have no Hlt'h thin
 are in a ...t
lte of grac'f', 
and they who have thl'm are altogether without gmt'e, though thc)" 1I0 what is 
gracious.' " 
Admirahle was th(' diligencc cnvince<l hy the church to ('uable the faithful peo- 
})Ie to perform their devotion
 without inrC'rl'llption to tlwir l-ooeial dutie--.. \\ïth- 
in the chur('hc.-; the divillt' 11I).!.;tpriN Wf're :-u(,('f
:-in'ly ("f'h.Ll"atl'tl from tilt' break of 
day till noon, to suit the early travt.llcl", the lahorer, tllP (loIIH_,
ti(., the 
llUl('nt, the 
dmritable matron, the pion..; father of a f:.mlily. "" e have I'-t't'll that in almo...t cvery 
strf'Ct there was a dlUr('h or dmpf.l, that no time might be lo...t in p.t5Sing from the 
study, or the work!-hop, or tlw pal
u'('. The nnmher of altar':; in (.hurdlf's wa:"t lMrtlJ 
desit,'11ed for this 01
t.'Ct. III tire dmreh of the Iioly 
'puldll,(", 3t ,Jf'l'II
all m, Luilt 
by Constantine, then.> were three altar
, hut when vi
ih'd hy thc hi:-.hop Arculfu;o;, in 
the seventh century, it contained five altars. There were foUl. in the Basilica of 
St. :l.fary, in tl)(' ''''ale of ,Josaphat. III the si
th ccntun", it app{'..tr
 from St. Gn.'- 
gory of Tours,t therl' were two alta
 in the ha.<;;.iI it'a of
t. Peter at Bourdf'aux. bt. 
Ambroc;e also mentions man)" altars heing in one l'hur('h.t In the IIt'W church 
of the monastery of Cluny, "hich was t1et1it-at('(l in flu' }'P,u' 1131, tlwre were 
twenty-fonr attars. The altar of Bt. Gabriel, the A\r('hangel, W:l:) in the tower 
of th<> bells; that of 
t. )Iidmel, the Arch3ng('l, was over the portal. The anci{'nt 
chronicles ofStrasbourg atw:-.t that there were formerly in that catlH'dral filly altars. 
In 
ome churches a m
s u:o'('(1 to be said exprN..;ly for t-('n"anb.
 P0I1ahie altars 
were in u::;e long before the eleventh century. St. \Yilfram, hi
hop of &n
, pa
 
sing the sea in a ship, is said to bave celebrated the sacred l1l}"steri
 upon a por- 


* Ionæ Anre1iRnensi
 Episcop. de lnstitutione LalcaU, Lib. I. cap. 2. apud Bacher. Spicilc!!'. 
Tom. I. 
t De Gluria Mlirt. 34. f Jnfln. J}f'vnti Jn
tit. Canonic. Lib. 1(. lit. ri1. 
 1. 
i Lebeuf, llist. du Dioc
se de PuJi" chap. Corbell. 
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table altar. Bede* relates tlaat tllt' two Ewaldes offered sacrifice daily, having with 
them ve:-õ:-õels aud the table of an altar dedic-.iled. Hincmar pre
cribed tl.at no 
one should celebrate ma
:-; npon an altar which was not consecrated. AU this 
discipline pre\'ailed at lea:::;t a5 early as ill the fifth century. 
The Eucharistic sacrifice terminate(I, the church resnmE'(I ht'r holy !'ongs, and 
celebrated tierce and sext, after which foUowed an interval of repose while the 
day reigned in its fulne
s. But nothing is constant with men. Every thing' re- 
voh"es anù perishe
. " Alas," exclaims Bona, "we proposed to perfcn'm great things 
when the snll wa
 mounted to the meridian, anù 10 ! in a short time, it descemh 
to evening. The church is about to sing nones. "It is the ninth homo in which 
Christ died for man, in which man had been expelled from paradise; t the day 
is become old, the night is approaching; such is the frailty of this mortal life. 
How soon the day declines, the heat cools, the light "inks and is buried in the 
shade of evening, but we must run our course until we shall behold the Lord of 
lords in Sion." Nones having been sung, the church prepares to celebrate a 
more august office. 
It is the vesper hom'. "Ah, what a symbol is here," cries Bona. "Let us 
say, therefore, with the di5cipJes, whose hearts burned within them by the way, 
, 
Iane nobiscum, Domine, mane nobisculU, quoniam advesperascit.' Now even- 
ing, the mother of night, will bl'ing forth darknes;o;; now sadness oppresses us, 
and despail' ::;inks ns down. The waters have come, even unto our soul: now a 
horrible tempe:;t afflicts om' spirit:5 : the cold of iniquity freezes us, and a wounded 
conscience dreads the terrible sentence of the Judge. Remain with us, 0 most 
clement Lord, since without thee we can do nothing; we are nothing! Thou art 
om' con
olation, thou art Ollr refuge amI strength; thou art a tower of might 
gainst 
the face of our enemie:-õ. The night of wickedne.:5s co\"ers all things; the lightof 
truth failed.; depravity abounds; charity grows cold ; our eyes are turned to thee, 
that we may 110t perish. Remain with us, that the darkness may not cOllie down 
upon us and that the shining light, which shineth to us in that dark place, may 
not be extinguished in the night. The end of life is near; the evening of om' day: 
deliver us from the power of darkness, and turn not in anger from thy sen'ants ; 
because if thou art with us, we shall fear no evil in the miòst of the shadow of 
death. but with the bri g htness of tll'" g race we shall be enliO'htened in that reO'ion 
.00 
of the dead. It is good to be withthee, 0 sweet Je:;u:5. Remain with us, and 
turn not a way from us. The;o;e are the shades of e\Oening ; the (Jarkest night draws 
on, in which no man can work. Remain with us, and close the door upon us, un- 
til the darkne:'Js !'hall pass over, and light again rise to \"i:.it liS."! 
0, who can appreciate the charm of these short, pathetic, affectionate addresses 
from the altar, after vefo'perfo', when 80 many a youth is grateful to the darkneS3 
for concealing his falling tears! 
* Lib. V. cap. 11. t Durandus Rationale, Lib. V, 8. 
t Card. Bona de Divina Psalmod. ccxxi.i. 
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tt i.; till' \"('...p<'r hour, when tlH' poor 
oU I tJlir:-t..; and hungers more int{'n
]y, 
in:1sIHlU,'h as tlu' trials of the tla,\. havc worn IH'r down. It is now that 
he 
(,(,h.' 
the :-ilell<",'e of an('ipnt gr()vt'
, mill tlu' pp:l('t.flll walks of mo

grown h:lttlt'm{'tlt.
. 
TLcvery })oet of the !o\('<,ular 
oeit'ty is not ill
'IÞ,iblt' to it:, influence :- 


If 8\\ eet hour uf h\ iJigùt !-ill the bu1itUlh
 
Of \11l
 pillc f(lre
t. nncl the.' 
ilcllt b
lorc 
"Ybich },uUlHl.. Ri\('IIIUi'S imnu.mnrin] wood, 
Uuotul wllt'rc one-l' lbt' .\clri ib \\9\"C tl.)w'd o'er 
To wht'l"c the 1:1,t ('.c.>,ar('an (orlr
d 
tooc.l. 
Ever 
re('n (urc...t ! which B')CC.1Cciu's lore 
Ami Drph'u I> Iny 1n!ule haunted ground to me ; 
no" }Jll\C I ]oud tbc lwili!!ht hour Rnd thee I" 


Pythagoras prp..;erib('(1 that iu the ('\"('nill
, 1Ic.'jiu'l' the hour of fest, after th. 
perturbations of the day antI the tumult uf 
lcliun, the minù, whieh is tl1('n 1110\"('(1 
likp a flood, 
h()llltl bf' appe
l'\l anel ('omp'J:"'t.,l by the sount) of gentle lIIu:",ie'. * 
'\"e ]"('
Hl of our Di\.illc Lore). that havin!! di..;mi:",
(,(l tIt(' ('r()\\"tl, he a:-c.t'lltlt'el a 
moulltain alolle to pi'ay ; and when it wa.. ('\'('nin
. h ' wa:i there alol1<<.>.t In till' 
}H'
lrt of ('itie
. ami ('\'('11 wherC\"l'" thc tuwer:) of a Ieuc.ial ca...Uc C35t their hroael 
shae)o\\ uv"r tlat' up<,n lallel..;, tht'r" \\
 aiway... åm'ing' tlH' middlp age:-, a 
aeretl 
portal, !,UJ'p to he opcn tCll"l'('(.in' tllp piJ
rim at the ('\', n:lIg hour, to a templt', 
in which hp mi
ht t'ompo:-t' hi
 turhiel tlwudlb by holy n1<.'llitatioll:', joined 
with tho..;e J Iypodoriau :-.(raiu
, whieJ. 
the the im:l(1'iuation and trnnouillize the 
heart. 
V' e:-;pcr
 were alway
 ('(.ldU'atC'el \\ ith morp !'olemllity than allY other of the ]ps...;er 
hOllr
. St. Bl'lIceliet prC':-eril)('S that tlw)" !-lumlel he fnll
" ancl !->wet'tly SIlI1 lr . 
But now l>t'
in-; night, with her :-;ullt
1I \\ ill
:-:. to doublc-..:haùc the ù('..;ert.- 


"Good things {If day begin to droop arul drowse, 
Wbite nigbt's bll\
k a
ents to their prey do r()u
c." 


Fowl:-: in their cby ne:-ts are ('0 \I('hf'CI, anel wild h{'3o::.t... come fin.th, th(' wood..; to 
roam. Five, :-i:x, .scn'n-th(' doe}.. ha!' eea!'ed, ancl now we' :-;hall I)('.lf the toll of the 
cloi4er hell for the hem'diction. f'omplin:-: may 1'1'prt'..cnt the ('ml of ] f(', as it 
i..: the 1a
toffice of the (by j-for, a<; Pinclar ba)":-, ")[en.ire hut 
,f one d.1)', amI the 
I'h
Hl()ws of a dream." I low (lcli
ht{n] that (.alling to mpmory of the ('omplin 
hymn, whcn Dante markpel, fr()m among the !-pirit
 that 
at apart in ]imbo, 


"One riscn from ib scat, \\ hich with its ]l3.ml 
.\uelicuce implor"c.J. Botb pll.lnl'> it join'c1 and rais'd, 
11'ixin
 ils ste!\cl(a,t gaze to"aJ(ls the Ea..t- 
'Tu luds Rnte.'.' SI) ell" olJtl
 then 
Came from its hl\'1, :\IIcl in so soft a strain. 
That all my 8CDRe in Tavh,hmcnt was Jo-.t, 
And the rest after, softly I\nd 11cvon:. 


* Jamhlich. de Pythn
orip. Vita. {,:ip. 1)), 


t )[att. XIV. 23 
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FoHow'd through all the hymn, with upward 
aze, 
Directed to the bright supernal wheels.". 


Complin sung, ::;ilence was ohserved till after ma
s the following morning. 
This was prescribed hy St. BellE'dict ; and we find the oh:,en'ance recommended 
by all the great 
piritual writers of the middle age.t Suw :-;ucceeded the solemn 
matin bell, tolling at lhè hour of nature's silence and repo
e, which seems like a 
suspension of this Illortallife! "0 awful sound!" cries Bona. "One's course 
then seems finishec.1. Then we may say with the holy Columban, '0 tu vita quan- 
tos decepi:,ti ! quæ dUlll fugis, nihil es; dum videris, umbra es : quæ quotidie fugis, 
et quotidie veni.s, yeniendo fugis, quæ fugiendo venis: dissimilis luxu, similis 
fluxu. Te ostendis tanquam veram, te reduci:-'> qua:-ii fallacem. Ergo nihil es, 0 
mortal is vita, nisi viæ inwgo, fugitiva ut avis, ut nubes incerta, fragilis ut 
umbra.' "! 


CIIAPTER III. 



HE divisions of the s3cre<1 hours marked, let us proceed to oLsern' the 

I.æ-J general character belonging to all the
e office:; of grace: for there is 

,,-I- 
 much in them intelligential and ab:'tru
e, that dc
erves deep attention, 


 r' # much to excite a rea
onable amI pious curiosity, and somewhat, perhaps, 
!"y.e. to explain and defend, in consideration of the ignorance and wants of an 
age which has endeavored to render every thing pcrspicuou
 but what 
relates to heaven, and which tllil
 uncea
ingly to make vain l}rovisioll for the 
gratification of e\Oery thir:oòt but that of ju
tice. 
To ha\"e seen the importance of an uniform Iiturgy, one mu
t have felt the 
nece
.;;ity for its being unchangeable, and that for the rea:,on 3-;signed by St. 
Augu:,tin: "Lex oramIi, lex credendi ;" for the prayers which the Church U::,c.; in 
the administration of her holy rite
, are so many proofs of the respective dodrinæ 
on which they depend; and the::;e vrayers could only be preserved from altera- 
tion throu!!'h a lon g series of a(TCS , h\T retainino- the ancient lanO'uag:e in which they 
'-..l 
." 0 0 '-" 
were originally composed.
 
Stephen Pa
quier has well said, "II ne faut rien e:.;changer de ce que une longue 


· Purg. VIII. t D'.\ vila, Epis!- LXVII. 
t S. Columh:m. Homil. de Fallacia Vitæ Hlln1fillæ. 

 Viùe Digressio Historic. II. in Chron. S. )Innast. Casinens. cap. 32. 
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I ' . .. I ,,* D 
ancipl1nett'; a approll\"
 ('II nne re IglOlI; V(llr(' JIIN} Ut'
 :lUX pam PS mesme..,. i. 
vine Pmvidt'nee had (.':111..;("(1 the 1allguage or ltmw to t
l'ome, ill :l ct'l'(ain :,en
 " 
11 n i vcr:,al, ili ortlt'I' to 1:l<'ili tale tilt' pxtt'lI!':ioll of t lit' Go
l'cl Ii IIlI tlu,' mai rH('IIUlU'(' 
of Pl'dt.:,ia:--til'al unity, n
 in ('.II.lief" agt's he had prc:O;Cl"n'\l the 
mitil' lallguag' in 
a ...tate ()tïll1mohilit
., in 01'.1<.'1', :Ii 'Y:thou SUPPtN'S, to rCluler IIItU'C ('as," tlw mi
ra- 
tions al\(l t',Xtt'I'nal r(.lations of the patriarchs; or, a., tlw Count tJ(. Hohiano 
lJg- 
ge
t:o:, to prc:'t'rve 1110re unchangeahle, t.le:1r, antll'cl"tain, tlw n'atJing of tll(' :-:1- 
cl"p(1 text. t 
Thc G"l"m:l n"', FI":lII 1.::0:, Pol..:--, and all lIort Ilt'l"n nation,;;, \\ h('n ('OlwPI'(ed tn the 
faith, I'PCl'in..1 tlU' Jitlll'
Y ill tlw Latin tongup. The 
[ortwiaus, indced, fi)rl11 an 
ex('eption, to whom, in 8ôï, _\driau II. 
:I\"C p..rmi:o:...ion to h:1\"(, l11a:o:... (.('I(.brah'(l 
in t!Je&'byoniC', hut lit' him:o:(,Jfn'c:dJpcl thi.. f:H'l)h
", whi('h w:l..a
,
in gi\'cn to tll(,'m 
hy hi:, "111'('(':0::0:01', and a
ain r('('a)l('(1 in thpelt'\"('lIth ('t'lItnr)" by All'x:uuler II. The 
only alhwer that the Pukt' of Boht'mia ('ouJd ()htain on thi... head from Gr('gory 
YII. who hatl a d('{'p <"myiC'tion of the J1tCt.......ity of the :m('ipnt di
ipJin(', ,,:IS 
thi...-' ""eia.. 110" hnit' petitioni tUR' nl (1'1:ul":lm 
:tti..f:u't'r(' po:o:......" In f:1.('t, J.:ul thi" 
mo:o:t important Jaw of tli:-o('iplillf' I)('ell :lhro
:th"'c), a wielp field would J.a\'(' 1.('('1) 
oppIH.'f1 to innovatnr
 in matt('l'
 of f:l.ith-f
'r tile }i\"inJ! langmw('..;, in ('oll
('(lnPI)(,c 
of the natural di"po:--ition of nWIl to he t....tcpuwel 
reat al1el di:'tingni
hed, are liable 
to ('on
t:lnt mutation...-anel thpfC'fllrp, it would ha\'e hPl'lIl1 ('f.:--....tI.
. to tran..Jate tÌle 
litnr
y a... oftt'll a
 l:J.I)
tla
(':o: ehallf!H1. flu,"'" wOlilel hp :IS many \'cr
ion.. as 
tonf!lIc:-; :nul d ial('(.t:o: ; :0'0 that t Iwre wOllllll)(. no ('I)( I 01' 111:&1.. i III" J itu f" i{'.., ami th(' do('. 
trille
 of faith, at the IUPI'C.'Y ofhnman \'anity, ('olllclno Jong-l'r' hf> prt'..;er\'("(l, as in a 
!'acrC'el a:o:)"Jum, nnd('r tilt' faithfnll\.t')" of th(' :tlH'ipnt hlllgllåg't'. 
Bp
ith'
 thi
 we mn:o:t l'C.'mark that, in till' a
t'''; of f:l.ith, 11)('11 were not C'hiltlrt'u in 
philo
{)ph
' : they had dmwn fi,r tlwm...eln's the' prop..r infi'f"('IJ('(' from the f:H't r('. 
1l131'kp(1 hy CJenH'l\s _\ It.x:UUh-il1l1:O:, \\ JI('II 
pf'akill
 of "the fir:o't ami gt'lwratin: 
lan
lIag('
, which," 
aith hp, "are harh:unll<':, hut slipplied with l1amc
 froll1l1alure ;" 
he oh
crvt

, " and nwn ('ol1ft,.."; that pmyPI':' elpJin'I.(.d in a h.l.rhafOlb-that i..;, in a 

ongll(, tlifll,rt.'nt fl'ol)) tlwil' own-an' more iltlpl't,
..i\"(,; Nfr; Tl
; El
X{f; Ó}lo\oyo- 
'l(jlV oi ä V(jpCiJ7COl ÔI1VaTCiJT{pa; Etyal Tel; ßexpßápf:J tpúJVI; ÀEyo.u{va;."t 
Certainly therc wa:-i no r('a..ot) why tl)t'()I()
iall", in f('fpfence to thp u..t' of thill
'; 
divine, shonltl not 1'0";:0'(''';-; tlH' 
alUc :uh-alHa
"
 :IS wa.; provcd to be '-\0 ('OIuluf'ive 
to the good of }>Ot't.. with the Grt"ek
 awl Latin..;, wlm 11:1<1 a ,li...tinct lal1
l1age hy 
whi('h the" ('0I1Iel ('01)VP\" the mo,t fiuHiJiar thilw
 in term!; intcllic"ibl' to all and 
." :"" e.' 
yet wholly (Iiffi'\'l'nt froll) tho:o'(' IIm)f1I' wllieh tllt'Y might he :1:--...ociat('() with vulgar 
Of unworthy id(':!S. fmm being in ('ommon U
. Thi:o' lI
agt' dj(1 not ('olltrac1ÎC't the 
maxim, that it was thp f'implp and ignorant who wefe t'.lpahJ(' of tIlt' high('
t pra,)"pr; 
for, a., St. Thomas and St. nOlla\"('utlll'a di!'tingui'-hed the three modes ofattenlion 


* Rl'chl'tches de ]s Frnnc<,. Lih YIII, 12. 
t 811 omnt. Lib, I. c 21. 


t Etudes sur'] Ecriturc de l'E
ypt.c. 
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to the diville offices, the first cou..isting in the material pronunciation of the word:-o-- 
the secolld ill their literal :sense--the third in their mystic sense, whieh is Goo : the 
first, whi('h relates to the words, belonging not to the simpler sort, who are ignor- 
ant of Latin; the !"econd, which relates to the sense, regarding tlieologian:o: ami 
learned men; the third, which relates to the affe<'tions, belonging to monks and 
men of devout life, although they may be voi(l of letters: it foHows that incoru- 
peten(')" with regard to the first which is called the material, and eyen a less d
 
gree of knowledge re:-pecting the :-ccond, "'!Jieh is termed the formal, diminishes 
not the perfection of those who po::;;::,ess the third, wh ich is the final attention, ('on- 

tituting the piety of the religious and tile pOO1'.* Pure prayer, as Hugo of St. 
'Tic-tor' (Jefines it, is when the mind, fr'om the abundance of devotion, is so inflam- 
ed with 10\"(:', that when it ,.;uppl icates God, it forgets tIle precise object of its de- 

ire.t 
Unction, again, no less incommunicable than authority, is the distinctive char- 
adeI' of tile prayers of the Catholic Church. This impressive qu:tlit.r can be felt; 
it can never be denned. It is the ravi
hing expression of a filial confil1ence ; it is 
the wol'l,: of the spirit of love, which prays in the Church by ineffaLle groans. It 
is the result of order and peace; it is the echo of a soul, of which all the facul- 
ties are held in accPl'dance hy obedience. The words of the Roman liturgy, 
be
idt's that they are the e.xpre
sion of the vows of the Church, which is holy, are 
also the word
 of 
aint
, of men capahle of finishing the hymn begun by angel
. 
These texts c1lO:,en in Scripture to ed ify piety, have been selected by humble, aml 
innocent, arul fervid soul:-:, at'('ustomed to find in them the sweptest nourishment. 
These my:-:terious word
, which they have gi,'en us from their own fund, breathe 

till the faith and the candor of past ages. In general, the deeper we search, 
the more we shall be convinced that there is a profound reason for every institu- 
tion of the ecclesiastical order. True, the Church officer;;, in the solemn antiquity 
and symholism of theil' langnage, may have pre
entp<l difficulties; but these are 
greatly exaggerated by the model'll
. They were slldl a
 might ea:o:ily be o,'er- 
come where òesire was felt; and of them we may say, in the words of 81. Augus- 
tin, speaking of the many and multiplex ob:-:cllrities in the holy Scriptures-that 
all this was purpo:-:ely provided in order to subdue pride by lahor, and to prevent 
the under:-;tanding from becoming fastidious, which genemlly contract" a ('on- 
tempt for things of ea
y in"esti
atinn: for, a
 Pellico justly obsen'e!", " Exqni!-'ite 
sentiments, whethpl' of art or of mOl'als, are only acquired by a diligent will, and 
by as;;.idnol1s efforts:'! 
1\lell Ilal,hle now of the necessity of having prayer composed in language more re- 
fined; but as De 
lai!'tre remarks, "the beauty of prayer has nothing in common 
with that of expres:-ion, for prayer is like the mysterious daughter of the gr"eat 


* S. Thorn. 2. 2. 9. 85. art. 13. S. Bonav. Lib. VII. de Pròcess. ReJig. c. 3. 
t Dc )1000 Orandi Libellus, cap. 2. t Dei Doveri Degli Uornini, cap. 12. 
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king, 'omnis gloria fiIiæ rcgis nù intn....' It i::; 
\)fnethiug' without n name, hut 
which i
 Jwrfi.etly })('J"{'pptih]<" alu) whie}. I!l('l'e t:I]'>lIt :llolJ(' <'aU Iwn'r imitah'.' 
Perhap..: one mi\rlat am I'm \\ ith justi('(', tll:lt :1 
tlJtlic'tl c'xln'.' ...ion would di..,tru
t 
and mi!'dil'ect th(' ath-ntion ; at It'a..t, there are man
' "ho might cite the "anI" of 
the ancient critic in reference to thc :::t)'le of Cato :lIul tll(' G'a..('hi, al\(] !"a'. in a
. 
]u:-ion to tllprn..p]n's, C( \.ptereIU ilIum hOl'rort'1H di(,t'luli ma]im qllalll i
tam nOV8m 
lic('nti3ltl."* But ,yet 011 theowcl' hand, whcr
 
hall \\c tiud, iu the tl'l1 '
U' 'of the 
tf'rm, 
ra(-e of l'ompo
itinn, if it he not (li
('('I.
hle in t}u
 '\"nie'e of tllC' Chure'h ! 
,rhat I'kills it to 4udy Ilarmonr of wore].. if lu're he nut the ä(HII 
tirring lIli;;ht 
uf puc:-'J ? 


, .\11, that l)icC'c of Bon;. 
That oId amI untique song, mcthou!::'ht it did rl'1ic\c n1). 
Heart much morc than light t\irs, nnd r('collc'ctcd tenus 
or thcse most bri
k and giddy-paced times." 


That frN}l1ent r('}wtition of uniform :-\).lJah}
 and tlae :-OOllllel of thpse terrihh. 
fiJ)al
 in the :lllciPllt pie'('('
, wh('n 
n:4aillt'(} hy the JH:lj(...tic gravity of the Grp- 
g'Orian ('haut, po....t...:-'l'cl a gn.at ('Illpil'c over lHilul
. Ci('"f"O n'mark
 the gralUl. 
t'ur of many munoltHlOU" finals in a \"er:-o'
, and ad(J:." "Pnecbrum Carliit'll: p
t 
c'nim et rehu... et '"('rLi
 et modis lugnbrE'." The line's whieh he tlm<; ('ulugize., 
might ùe p:!

oo un a modern re3(]('r for a monki..h eOlH})():-,ition. 


.. Hu'c omnia vÍt1i inflammori, 
PIÍ:uno vi ,irnm e,itari. 
,J()vi
 uram sanguine turpt\ri."f 


-_'ho
e archaisms too 01' antiepratft} form... of ('}.prc
c;ion abouudil1
 in the '....ul- 
gate, whi(.h are elc;ewhere only met in writ<'r3 3ntl-rior to the \u
u:"tin ag<', were 
rather a h('auty than a (]('fi'd in the c1i\'inE' nffi('t:". ThE'illtroduction (If wora
, 
dso new to the I.Jatin tOIl
tl(', hut T{'{{llirl'{} hy the doctrinl's of faith, wa:-. another 
f
3tur(' calculated to awakcn nohle awl c1pvout thought:-'. Y'ivifi(.o is a word not 
1I
1 by profane wl"it(,I":O-. 
t. .Jerome \\:LS c]ri\.t'li to the J1
..ity (If (Iftcn adopt- 
ing it, a... the idea of gi\'ing or r(':-,toring life i:i 
o (,.,.(.ntia])). Christian, tllat no 
heathen could ha\'e been fiHlnd to <,}.pr<,:,,:i it. The da

i ' :mtluH";.; \\ouhl thcm- 
f;('h.p... dcdi.:n(l this u
agc on priu('iples of common 
(-næ, for n.., (Ie"{'ro :-oa
.
, "Iogi- 
('iall
, plty:-,ieiaus, geomet('r:o-, musician
, and gramID3riall
, 
peak afte'r their 0\\ n 
manllt>I', :nul u:-,c p<,('uliar worels.. 
ot t'vt'n ('ommon worknwn ('an rt't3in their 
arts without using won!..:. unknown to u:" hut in U:--P \\ itlt lhel1l:'t'h.c..,. 'Quo 
magi
 ho(' phi1o,"opho faciendum 
t. Ar
 e4 enim philo
()phia vitæ ; (le qua dis- 
sercu:o; arripere verLa de foro non potest.' "t Zel10 him
t'}f W3
 :111 ill\"pntor 
rather of new words than of nt'\\" thing
. If this wa
 Iwrmitt('(} to Zt'IJO, \\ h)' not 
to bt. .Jerome? ('Sunt ('nim rehu:-. nuvis nova 1'00)(.ne1:1 nomina," I-ay:) CiC'Cro, 


· QninC'till. Lih. VIII. 5. 


+ Tu
("ul. II I. !t. 


t Dc Finihus, Lib. HI. 
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citing the examples of Epicnru:oi himself, who called 7CpOÅl'l'ÞZY what before him 
no one had evel" lIameù by that word. * The celebrated If'xieogl'apher, GeslIer, 
used to say, that he cOll.;idered the Vulgate as a cla
sical work, since it enabled 
him to survey the Latin language in it
 full extent. But even if no ::5uch titles 
were available, men 
hould leaJ'l), as St. Augu:,tin 
ay
, that " it is not the voice 
but the affection of mind which reaches to the ears of God. Therefore, th('}" 
ought not be disposed to laugh if they should hear God invoked with 
barbari:;lll
 or soleci:'l1ls, for though it is by a toue in the forulll, it is by a vow in 
the Church that they are ble:-::;:ed. 'Itaql1e forensis ilia nonnumquam forte bona 
dictio, nurnquam tamen benedictio di('i potest.' Of the sacrament which they are 
about to recei\"e, it is sufficient to the more prudent to hear the meaning, but with 
minch of 510wel. apprehen
ion, it is nece
sary to employ more words and simili- 
tudes, lest they should de
pise what they behold." 
The high antiquity of the Roman offices may be seen also in these responses and 
anthems composed of words fl"om the ancient Y" ulgate, whose religious and apos- 
tolic simplicity is long anteriOl' to the age of St. Jerome, in that division of the 
Psalms traced by this great doctor at the de
ire of Pope St. Damasus, after the 
ancient usage which recalls the vigils of the first Christian;o;, -in the m)'i4eriou::;, 
profound, and inimitable 
tyle of the l'ollects, and othel' depl'ecatory fornmlæ, in 
those hymns composed by a gn a' hi:,hop in theA.mbrosiau Ba:,ilica to occupy"a faith- 
ful people while besieged hya flll'iou:; princes::" in those hymns of Prlldentiu:" Sedu- 
lius, Gre
oI'Y, and Hilary, of an Innocent amI a Thomas Aquinas. In truth, I 
should never fini:-:h were I to trace, in refp.rence to antiquarian lore, all the grandeur 
and intere
t of the Roman Liturgy. Shall I speak of the !"ublime chants which 
ha\'e come down to us aloug with these admirable prayers? I might call to witness 
even Protestant authors in whose ears they ha\'e never sounded without l'3using to 
vibrate the Catholic chord. "Tho ha
 not felt the charm of these :,uhlime pa:,sages 
imprinted with the geniu:, of ages that are no mOl'e, and that ha'"e left no other 
vestige behind them? "'110 has not shuddered at the simple plain chant of the 
office of the dead when the tendel" and the terrible are so admirahly blended? 
\Yhat Chri:;tian has e\"er heard the pa
chal chant of" Hæc dies," without a sen- 
timent of infinity, 01" the" 0 filii et filiæ," without feeling his heart inflamed with 
a more tendel" Jove fin' the chil(lren of men? ',"'ho has eyer heard on the fe
ti- 
\'aJ
 of the A
:-lImptitln and of All Saint:;, a whole people making the holy val1lt
 
resottl1(I wi(h the in:-:pired accents of the Gaudeamus without feeiing him
elf car- 
ried back, thruugh tlu' lap:,e of age:;, to the time when the echob of suhterraneúu
 
Rome repf'ated this triumphant ('hant, while the empire was hastening to its end, 
and the Church commen('ing its eternal de:,tinies ?t 
But not onh- was Latin t.he lancruacre of the C hurch ,,"'mbolical too III the hiO'h- 
w ð 0 , 
J 0 
est sense was the expression of her desires, so that in proposing her liturgy as an 


* De Nat. Deorum, Lib. I. 
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Ièmorial Catholique, I. 2. 
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Qbjl'd of litl'rary amI pllil(l
ophic stud)", OJJe might 
:l.\" (',I('h mom('nt in the "or. 

f VaUle, 


". Y c uf iutcUcct 
::;uul1d aDd Cl1lÍ1c, 1U..ui.. \HUthc lore cOJlccard 
ruder duse It:xturc of the m
 :otic strub:'. 


The origin of tltis "hole discipliuc IUU
L be :-uugltt fur in thl
 n'ry uature of 
thing
, fur, 
 :1 G l'l"m:1U III. ilu...ophl'l' oh.,ervl''', "all t huu
11 t t'UUlUlllllica[ ion of 
llll'n upon religion:; truth lUu
t ill its afiirmaliv ' t.'
IH,-,
:'!iull be figuraÚvc amI t.'x- 
hibitl'ti in 
YlUhol:;:' t AII,,.d'Ï hehuM 
pil'itual thiug." b)" Jllp:&ns of divine 
illuminatiun, Lut to mortal "'Y"'''; tl)l'Y c
l1 unly be prl'
'nh...J through th 'lUl....liulll uf 
bcn:,iLle 
YlliLob. The lal1gua
c uf the Church in thi'i r 'pl'ct Jl1L'C
 us óLill jn 
ever)" (ll'partlllcnt of tllC art:' "ll('re it i'i often not ('()Juprl'llt'lIIlr'CI; fOI' it "a
 in 
t.'OIIÍtll'mi[y "itll it th:11 l'ainh'rð and :-t'ulpturs ('mplo)"l'd lho
e liIil...., IM'lieall:', :-lag:-, 
:Illli othel' Ol
lds of vi:;iLle nature to t-ignif)" :-piritual :l1ld invi...ihlc tlling:-. Thc 
creaturc as \\ell a., 
('riptllrc bcing, &b Hugo of
t. 'Yictor Mith, the Look of God 
to recall man to the U'ue amI jnul)ut
,ble gOlM1.: J low naturally amI ullavoi(lahly 
thc Chul"t..h inclilu'(l to thi..; u:--age will he llbyiuus at om"t', if we h(..u. in mind 
till' practice of thc Holy N'ripturp, ami aLovc 
lll the (',ample of our lord, the 
l
ICt uf \\ ho
'" l'rofuuml parablC:3 :-Iwuld put to 
ill'llcc the ra:-h ol
l-dor:i "ho 
\VQuld blame the Chureh, without cùn...idl'riug that the bymhol is the 
am<.! 
w:lcther it con
i:--t in "orll=-- or invi
iblc ol'jl'd.... \\110 Jl(,'t.d he tol(l that the 
j \HI
I})(.l1t of till' "i
c in all agt.''''' laa
 :--anl'l iOIll'(1 thc lI
e of 
)"mhol:,,>? Clt'ml'l1i 

\ll'Àalldrillu:-o 
 rdatt.-s that llippan.hu..., the p
.tllagl'rt...m, \\a:-. ("l'l.ll(.d from the 
school, ht..'\.'au:::-e lit' had openly "rittell t.lo\\ II the PI"I'("('pt..; t.lf thc )r.t
kl"; 
Ultl 
that t11(')" 1'1al'\.'l1 a ('olumu tu him a:oi to a p('r:--oll that wa.. t.leu1. Thc" i
t' 

_nl'iel1b :-aw tilc lIlt.'(.:-:-ity of u
ilJg all('gory amI figure in the ('
pr('
...iol1 of 
,mblime truth. (ireg-ory 
a7ia1l7l n "a)"
, tlaat lhe 
ll'n'lllll)":-teril'
 arc 1I0t to he 
CXplailll.d beforc thc ba..
l', aL't.ording tu the l'riueipll' ("prc"- 'li hy 
allu...t, the 
nhilll:;üpll"l', thac to hid(. truth ill f:lble:--, prevcnts the foolibh from t.1l':--l'i...illg', ami 
compeL::; the :-tudiuu:; tù l'hil(l
lIphi (',II fOI" whieh r
L"Oll it "as that the E;;YJ'ti:m:') 
)lael..J 
ph)"J)xes at the entrancc uf their telllpl('
. 
_3ut let u:s l'elU:HI
 tllc ditll.-rellCC Let\\ccn tIlc fi
nl'e'i of the ancient &1.ncmarics 
..1J tho"'
 of the Cathulic temple. III thc furmcr, the :-ymhol ""hieh con\"c)"(,"(l 
it'uth <'nly to a lc\V of the iuitiatl'd, gave Lirth to the gro:-':-t.:-t i(]u]atry with tho 
rest uf men; whereas tlae Cllllrdl,.on tlac eOlltrary, eOIJJII1('uc('''i with :t. verLal aud 
authl)l'itatin
 pl"Umulgation, 3ml only aftel. that clotlH':S tlae 1Il
.
tt.'I'i4':S which it h
 
I'nnuunl.'eJ in 
cnsiLle forms a::; an cardl])" l'efmctiun of the 11l'
vcnlr light, ac- 
cOlUmo(!at(:'ù to the l1ect,
:,itie,.; ufher c1lihlr('lI. The ('hri!ootinJllJ
 tlf mystic word
 
d<>tcs from the very cradle of the Church. "The \1"<' of :-ymholic language," 
a}:) 
CLemclIs Alexandrinu:;, "is 1ll0
t u:-eful for mau)" thing:'! ; it is comlucivc to right 


. [ntt'T. c. u. t }'ries Rc1igio!' Philosoph if' IInfl Phil()
op1Iischcn Æsthetik. 

Slll\ll. .'tllna
tlcæ 
CTml) V 111. 
 :'trom. Lib. Y. I Li:J. de Dais et )lulldo, calJ J. 
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theology, to piety, to the exerci
e of understanding, to brevity of 'peech. anll it 
is an argument of wi::,t1om.* lIe rem:uks that the style of the 0111 Greek a:-; 
well a" of the IIebrew philo
ophy was enigmatical, for that brevity of t'xpre:-:
iol1 
was studied a:-; mo:,t 11:-:eful and pprsua
i\"e. lIe 
hows that the prophet,.: mad.. 
u
c of (.nigllla:" amI tllat tbe m)"slerie:-; were not 
hown clearly to all men alike, 
but ollly after certain IHlrifications and previous instructiollS. "In a word," he 
says, "
Il theologians, both harbarians and GreekF:, concealed the principle'i of 
thing.;;, and delivered truth through enigmas and F:ymhols, in allegori{'s and 
metaphOl's, and such tropes. Xay, e\'en the wise men of the Greeks ('onveycll 
their le:-:sons in 
hort words and apophtheglll
, !'uch as yvc0fh õavTòvand the like. 
The }>oet:-; al:-:o teaching the theology of the prophets, philosophize hy means of 
allegory, as did Orphel1
, and l..inl1s, )Il1
æl1:', llomer, llesiod, and other wise 
men of that cb
s, more obscurely conveying truths ill dreams and symbols, not 
through envy, but that by means of searching out the sense of the enigma, men 
might be more enticed to the di
('overy of truth. III the !"ame manner;' he re- 
marks, " we are instructed in the P:-:alms and in the prophets, where the Lord 
open:o; his mouth in parables;t amI by the apostles who 
peak wi
dom to the in- 
itiated, the wisdom of God in a mystery which the princes cf this world knew 
not." "Sapientes ab:.:condllut :-;cientiam," says Solomon, in order that the mocker 
may seck wisdom and not finù it;+ for the first es
ential qualification for under- 
standing symbolic language is a revering spirit. All ancient wistlom certainly 
recognizc(} the importance of s
'mbolic instruction. The Pythagorean 
ymbols 
were celebrated ill the philo:-;ophy of the barbarians, !o'uch as" keep no swallows in 
your hou:-:e," that i
, 11a\"e lIO talker or busy botly, awl smooth down your boo 
when yon risc from it, 11.at i:-:, extirpate e\'ery vestige of pa:,:-:ion. In fact, the 

ymbolic mode of teaching by enigmas was characteristic of the whole Phythagoric 
in5titution.
 I.1antI1l1ra.::, the Sc).thian king-, as Phercydes the Syrian relates, 
replied to Darius bY:1 
ymhol in:-:te:,nl of by word..;,11 Androcyde:-:, the Pythagorean, 
de:o:cribes the letters caBe(} Ephe:'iian, as cOllsi!'ting of 
ymbol:-: and ob:,cnre expre
 
sions, a..:. for ill:-:tance, darkne:-::, is called ãõ/.;zo'V, from having no shadow and 
ligl.t KaTåõ/.;zov, !o'illce it involves a shadow; TETfJà;, is the year, from its ha,'- 
ing four 8eaO;OIl:-., awl ßiôv was the air, a!-' being ßzóôúJpov. -; The stoics say 
that Zcno in ordt'r to prove the \'ocation of his disciples, wrote his fir:-:t in
truc- 
tion:o: ill 
ll('h an ohsellre manner that it wa", hard to nnderstand them. In like 
manner, the writing... of Ari
totle were twofold, Tà iÕúJTEpZlLå for hi=-, initiated, 
and Tà i&úJTE(JZlLa for the yulgar without, and the formel' were unintelligible 
to ('ommon nwn. 
'Vhat is my
tici..;m ? what mu:-,t he my:;:tically viewed? Religion, love, nature, 
and state. The Church offices were composed of symbols, and as an ascetic writer 
remarks, "nisi omnia referantur ad laudem Creatoris, inanis est omnis vi
io vi- 


* Stromal. V. S. e. t ISà. !xv. 3. * Parah. X. 
 Jnmbiich. 34. I Strom. V. 7. ,. Id. V. 8 
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<lLntium."* "Ew'r}" t)ling jll t)lcChurl'll i
 full of(Ii\'inc!--ignifìmtion and nlYd- 
tcry,"' 
ay:-, Duraudu
" c. En'..y thing in it aWUllll:, in ecle:-tial s\\ld.., when ono 
knows how to look at it, \\ hen une klll)\\ s how to (Ira \\ the honey from the 
(Oll(', anc.I 
the oil from the hard cst flint. ,rho ('an cnabh, Ib to (10 this? LorJ, the wen 
is deep, aUtI I have no \"e...
f'l wlll'rewith to (h
m the \\ atel" ! II is fi)r the l)ric
t...., 
ÙIC (1 i
p(,J1:-t'rs uf the 111,y:,tl'ril:-, to ('tJlll preh('nd amI I"l'\"('a) them to other...." To 
cOIulel1ln the u..e of :-,ymholic in
t\"tl("tiou a-; ullworthy of:1I1 age of the higlu,..t iu- 
td)igclI('t
, would illtlit'ate a total ibllorallL"C or
hc g"lIl'ral 1:.1\\ and t'on
truclion of 
human l11ind
, 
illl'C whatever be the 111l'tlllxI ofin:-õtructiol1 a.luptl'(l, the 1act which 
Dante remarks is iIlCOIHrO\'crtihlC', that 


"Frnm thi,,
s f;t'n
ib]e alone yc learn 
That" hich. dig('stt,tl riJ:hlly. after turns' 
To iotdl,-"Ctllül. ,.t 


It :--houltl he oh
ervl'tI, l11oreo\'l'I', that the 
pirit of the mi(ldle ages was peculiarly 
f
\\"orahle to this mP1luxl, 
o that the :-)"rnho];o, a(loptt,cl in tl1(' ritual of the Chul't'h, 
mu:-:.t have thl'u P' ",.1 ('xu
lonlinary ('harlll
 in the (,
til1latiou of all rank:, (If 
society. 
o OUjL'Ct or OCt':LSion bl
mcd too tril1illg to furni:.;h matter for the l'X- 
erci:;e of their di:--po",ition to Vil'W thint.:" ill the light (If 
ymbol:\. I n
, oC Char- 
tre..;, I"l'('('i\'ing a ('olllh :I
 a pr(':-'t'nt from his dpar fril'mI ({('ranI, in I'{'ply to him, 
illtel1>rcts it as an ('mhlell1 whic.h (':III tl'a('11 him the duti....; of his ('pi:...('opal ofli..'t,_! 
The laity eviuec the .-ame illeliualiou : nH'n that "pre not aU tOI1g-IIP, hut (1 <'t'tls :11)(] 
truth, woul(I thus in the common intl'r('our 'of Jift', ill dllmh :--ignitie:mLi pl"l)('1aim 
thl.il' tbought.., amI, :J.S ::\hakC:::l'l'aa-e "itnc....:--f'th ill the Temple garden, f!in., in the 
plucking of a 1'(...II"O
e 01. a white, an an
Wf'r to thl" !-ummons of l)bntagem't. 
Dom Claude de '-crt, a l('arl1l'(l ßt'I)('(lietil1e, in his work upon the ('('r('moni(
 of 
the CllUreh, offl'l'l.'C1 :\ !"implf' :uul llatll1":11 ('X planation of mo
t of tlH'm. L:mg'll't, 
...\.rehbi::::hop of &'11;0;, pllhli,,}u'fl a J"('ply, alltl a
...i.rn(...l to tb(,111 a wholly 
ymLol- 
ie:ll (wil!in. Buth nf th....e vic"
 }10 dOllht \H'rC just. ...\., Dun.; ::;"otu
 remarks of 
tlJP :-;u(,fl'(1 beripturl'::::, the di,'ille ofn('('..; of the Catholic Chureh had a liteml and a 
F'piritna] or m)":-'tic 
('n
p, whieh b:-:.t, in thl'('('(')I<1 di\'i..iclI1, was ('itJlC'r aU(1!oriC:ll, 
tropologiC:II, 01" alla
ogil'al, n.fl'rring either to \\ hat W:l..; to he belie'-"tl, peri'ormcd, 
or hnJX'd, amI !'umetilllc
 one !-'ign <n' \\"(ml, like that of the l'ro
..;, or the nanH' .Ie 
I'u;o;alem com l ')fi
ctl all-a liter.!} H'J1..(' 
i,rnif\.ilJ(Y' nn en'llt or a l'ih' a tro } )ol()lTil"al , 
, 
 . ð ,'
 
d('llOtillg: ta'u:.;(aIHI 
al}(,tit\- , an :ll]e(J'oriml (ll'notintY' the ('hul'<'h milit..1nt , and aD 
\. . 
, 0 
anagogical, 
igllifyillg tht' triumphant C'}mrl'h.
 Xo one who ]()\'\ 
 to 
tucly the 
doctrine of percept;ou, in refl'r('llpc to the h('autil's of p(}('try anll art, ('an he ill- 
sen
ible to the care e,-ill(,(,(] hy the C'hur('h, to pre:"..; into her scrviel' (','cry thing 
which can bring unity into a vi
ible f.)I'm; aud, Ïtu]l.'t..'(I, the great charm and 


· Thorn. à Kemp. IIortu1us HI,,..:1rnm. 
t lvoois Caruotcus. Epi:ot. YI. 


t ParmI. IY. 41. 

 DtHh 
C('ti )1 scd1:m_ I 
_ 6. 



AGE S 0 F F A I T H. 


67 


I!li
ht of poetry over human life, io;; never more fully felt than when it employs 
consecrated figures and symho]:-: to l'xpre:,s the my:,tery of our exi
tence in the 
world of wishes, ntul the ideas of anticipation which cono;ole it. That the sym- 
bolic sense was intended in the ceremonies of filitll, i:-; proved from the ancient 
fathers. TIllis St. Ambrose says to the Xeophite:-:, who have been just initiated 
hy baptism into the Christian mysterie:" "Recollect what you have done, what 
you have 
('ell. You have seen the Levite, yun ha\'e seen the priest, you have 

een the high-prie:,t. Consider not the figure of bodies, but the grace of myster- 
Ies. You ha\"e spoken in the presence of angel:-:, for he is an angel who announ- 
ces the kingtlom of Christ and eternal life. Esteem him not by the appearance, 
but by the gift. Consider the ancient mystery of the holy rites. Do not believe 
only your bodily eyes, for what is seen is temporal, but what is percei\"ed only by 
the mind is eternal; and do not regard the merit of the person
, hut the office of 
the priests. Believe that Je:,us our Lord was present, by rea
on of de\"out prayer, 
3Iul the celebration of his mysteries. In the washing of the feet recognize that 
the mystery itself consists in the ministration of humility; in the white robe, and 
the unction, and the cutting off of the hair, and in all the rites, observe how 
beautiful is the Church, and how she desires to arrive at the interior mystery, and 
to consecrate all the sense to Christ. You have 
een the mo:,t holy altar compo
ed, 
and the people approaching to it. Rememhel" that the 
aCl'3lllents of the Church 
are more ancient than those ,)fthe synagogue, and 1ll00'e excellent tÌlan the manna; 
fin' there is the offering of a prie
t fOl' ever, and that whidl you have received is 
the bread of the ange]
, the very bOl)y of Christ. For here there is no order of 
nature, where there i:-; excellenC'e of grace. Yon have seen, thel"efore, the mystet"- 
ies of the Church, which is 
aid to he an enclo
ed garden, a 
ealed fountain, to 
signify that the my
tel"y ought to remain sealed with you, that it may not be 
hroken by the deed:-; of an evil life, 01' divulged to improper persons, or disclo:,ed 
to the perfidious Ly garrulous loquacity, hut that it should be placed under the 
nrotection of faith, and of a holy life and silence."* 
St. Thoma;:, sa)"s, that it is on account of the war which the ancient enemy a]- 
ways makes again:,t tho
e who are at prayer, that the ChurC'h directed by the Huly 
Ghost, begins all the canonical hours with" Dpu:-:, in adjutorium meum intende," 
a custom ofimmemorialu
age. At matin
, this i:; preceded with the verse, " Dom- 
ine, labia mea aperies," hecause after complins the preceding evening the lips had 
be(>11 closed, and therefore in beginning the nocturnal office, this prayer was added, 
that God \Voul() vouchsafe to open the lip;:; of his servant to praise his name. 
A.malariu:-: show:-: the origin of the antiphons and. the d.onblechorus of the Church 
offices. The antiphon, which refers to love, is alternately sung by the two sides 
of the choir, bccause charity cannot exist where there are not at least two to re- 
spond. That charity. therefore. may be perfect. it was necessary that there should 


* Dc iis que mysteriis initiantnr. Lih. 
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be olle to "110m the utllt'r might ('"hihit it", affection. Therdì.m', the p:-alms 31'(' 
sling with alternate 1Il0l1ubtion to C\'illee lll11tuallove. In vain he pl"('paI"Ci to 
sing the p
alm who dO(.. not juin to it the antiphon of love. On thc 
more solemn fcsti\"al:-. till' antiphon is douhle, to I"how that lon' o\l:;ht tlu,'n to b(' 
more lX'rf(><'t. In otht'r!'-, tlH' ht.'ginning of tIlt' p..all11 i:ot impt..rft'('rI)" 
1Il1l0un('('(), 
alltl at the end it is compl('l('t.I, bt't.'au
e, as II ugo of t;t. Yidol" :::3Y', "Charit), l>f'" 
gUll ill this lifè is to lx' l'(\IÞ.Ulumatul in the cud. The chanter alonc }wgins thf' 
antiphon, \\ hich i.. thcn tilli
hed by 311, l)(,c'.lU
e haritr from one Chri:"Í is diffll:,('(l 
into all the lUl'ml)t>r:-:. ..\ftt'I' the p
:llm
 all in common joy 
ill
 the antiphon, 
bt.('au:-;e common joy "prillg:ot from ('olllHlon charity." On th · II
' of the Allcllljah, 
Hugo of St. Yictor Ni)"s, " IIt.'re IlI'ilhel. \\ol"(ls nor nnùcl":':It31uIir.g :0.11 Oi(.e, amI yet 
lo\'e will not admit of :-ilencc Tilen'tore, tilt' CllIlft'h hy tlm... utteriug 1'1(111)(1- 
plieumati
illg-il)(licatPs a(llllirahly, \\ ith 1II00'e ('
prt.:-..ion, aUtl in a hl.'tl('" manlier 
without word:-:, than it could hy mean
 of worel.., wlaat is the joy of GI)(I \\ hert' 
word
 81mB (
a:'l'. For h
. thi... 
ouIH1, though we do nol dc..eril)C \\ hat it iE to 
ft'el pternaI joy, at lea..t, we !-allow that it is i[1(h
crihahl('. 6\ Iltl sine.> till' prai
e:J 
ofeternallifp will not I"e
dund inhuman wortl... tlae
('(I'It'll('t.
 art' :o:olllt.'tinlt.'s 1Il)'S- 
ticaIJy ::i(HlI1d('t1 fcnth without wortl
; fc'r IiO 
i(1'nifi('.ltioll of \\ onl
 i
 11('('" "':L"Y 
wl)('rp. the heart..; of all will he laid open 
() all beholding the book of lilt.. ,,* The 
Rubrics pr '-.rrib('(l that the nUIllLt.'r of the (-'oll('('ts shoultl be always uneven, for 
the Church desire... unity awl coujlll)('tion, whi(.1t i'i (''\.prp
..;('(1 hy 31lIlue\"1.'1l111l1ll1K'1', 
whieh, a-; it (".umot be cut into ('qual parts. prl'''-Cl'\"t.':O; it... int('(rl'it.\o. t Tlte credu 
is repeated in :301111' of the officp..;, partly in . 'crC't, :uul p:\rtly aloll.1, to 
how, as 
Cardinalllona 
:lYS, that "Corde cl"l'(litl1r ad ju...titiam, ore :mtl'm eonf( ....<..jo fit 3d 
sa]lltem," t't. Edmul1ù, the Cistercian monk, Ar('hhi
hop of ('anter-lJllry, in his 
'Mirror of the Chllreh, :O-l'enlt'd to l"('I)fehe,ul all pl"aYf'r:-ò hut th(' (livil}{-, fc)rm taught 
h
' our Lord, whidl was in fact tlae Ilnin'r..al prayer of the middlc n Tes, as DiollY- 
sius the Curthu::;ian oh"'t'rn's.l nllt Cardinal BOlla t.òho\\ the 1lC(-'('
"iitv of attend- 
ill
 to hi-; 1"pal meaning', l< 
t we should conclude that he actually did int
nd to 
condemn all other form
 al'('onlin
 to the herp:-:y of na..il.
 II Ilgo of 81. Victor, 
indeed, :o-hows that the . '\"f'ral petitions cnntailwd in thi
 divine prayer, ('orl"e- 
spond to thf' graC'e
 which qualifY I1wn for beatitude, .,ince tht.ir fulfilmput would 
render mcn poor in !'pirit to h
ùlow the name of Goo, mpck, to iuh
rit his king- 
dom, m()urner
, from the repentane,e att:tc1wd to that kn()wlp(l
e produ('('(l h) BuI). 
mi:':l:':lion to his will, hungl y and thir:-:ty after j\l
ti('(', !->e('kin{p from Iwavcn t}wir 
daily bread, merciful, from a consideratiun of their 0\\ n trc
pas'(':', cleJ.n of he
u1, 
being frCe11 from temptation to the vices which oL.."Cure the intelligence, and 


.Hugo de Banct. Victor, Speculum de )Iysteriis EccJesiæ, cap. 7. 
t Bened. XV. de Sacrificiu :\1i
5Iæ. 1. 110. t [)e Judic. ..\.nim. XXXVIII. 

 Yet 8 late writer in tbe Quarter]y Reñew accul:lc
 him of a superstitious fondness for for- 
mulæ of prayer. I 
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children of peace, in con
equelJce of being delivered from evil. * The Church 
also u
es a certain language of impassioned piety borrow
d from the mysLic 
Scriptur('s, which Richard of St. 'T"ictor tlllls proceeds to eXplain. "Reason and 
affection," snith he, "have hoth their hand-rnaidt-'ns, imagination and sensuality. So 
much is each necessary to its own mistre:-:!", th:1t without them the whole world itself 
could eonrer nothing upon them, for without imagination rea":Oll would know noth- 
ing, and without sen
uality, affeetiou would ta
t(' Ilothing."t O:,cul('tur me o:-:culo 
orIS SLll. Fulcite me floribus, 8tipate me ruali
, quia amore laugueo. Favus J.is- 
tillans labia tua, met et lac sub lingua tua." ,. "That, I pray," a
ks this devout 
contemplatist, "can be sweeter than the
e word
? "-hat can be more agreeable? 
""'l1at language woulJ. be heard more willingly, more greedily? These words 
seem to sound N)mething carnal, and yet there are 
piritual thing
, which are de- 
scribed h)" them. ThusXeplltalim knows how to mix carnal with 
piritual thing:" 
and to describe incurpo:'(.al by bodily things; so that the twofold nature of Illall 
finds in his discour:::e whence he can admirably l'efre
h hilll
elf, con
i
ting as lie does 
of a bodily and of an ineorporealnature, lIenee it is that the:::e things sound so 
sweet here to man. "'! TIut in order to under
tand this point mOl"e fully, let us again 
hear Richard. "After the human race," saith he, "had been expelled from joys of 
P3radi
e, entering on the journey of the present life, it had a hlind heart, to which 
if it had been said by a human ,"oiee, follow God, or love God, as is said in the 
law, once :;cnt out and cold wiLh the torpor of infidelity, it would not under- 
stanJ. what it heard. Therefore, by ('('J"Íain enigma:;;, the divine word speaks to the 
torpid and frigid soul, and by the thiil6'=' which it knoweth secretly, doth it iu
inu- 
ate into it the love which it knoweth not. For allegol')" to a soul placed f.'1r 
from Gü<l, is, as it were, a certain machine by which it may be rai::;etl to God, by 
means of interspersed enigmas, while something which it knows in words of its 
own, it understands in the sense of words which is not of its own, and by earthly 
wor(ls it is :-:eparated from the earth, for knowing exterior words it comes to un- 
der:-tand interior. Hence ill the book of the song of songs, words of corporeal 
love are employed, that from the body the soul may be warmed, and led to the 
love which is spiritual: in which word the holy Scripture is not to he ridiculed, but 
rather the greater mercy of God is to be con:o;idered. For it is to be remarked, 
how wondrously and mercifully it deals with us in this condescension. 'Ve ought, 
therefore, in these corporeal words to seek what is interior, and as if to leave the 
body. "T e ought to thi
 maniage of the spollse to come with the understanding 
of intimate charity, that i:-:, with the nuptial ,'e:"t with whi(>h if we are Dot cloth- 
ed we shall he driven away to f'ternal darkness and the blindness of ignorance. 
'Ve ought hy these words of pa:-:sion to pass to the virtue of impa:-;sibility, for the 
holy Scripture in its words is like a picture in its colors, and he is foolish indeed, 


* In Speculum de Mysteriis Ecclesire: cap. 7. 
t De Præp:Jrntinne Animi ad Contemp]atiooem, cap. 15. 
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who so adheres to the color:, a<; to be ignomnt of the thin
 whi('h is paillt('(1. "* 
But it wa
 not in .....ords alollc that thecnigrnatical cxpre...
ion of the Church W
 
conveyed. Her cèremonil
al..;o '\l
n' hi
h symbols, d('mon
tr:,ting things ofwhieh 
the m)'stic 
en
e all<l invi
ible truth are known by divine illumination to the angpl- 
ic !'pirit:,. Philo..ophcl's and poct,.; will fiJl{I no works mol" rich in profc.HlIHl and 
beautiful thought.; than th
 which ar(' Jt.
ignc:x1 to dc\'elop 31111 explain th(' C('- 
cle:o:;i3.:)tical :,ymb()l
t \\"I'IUI'II (11lI'ing the milMle 3t,res by 
uch men a.; nu
o 3UlI 
H.iehanl of "t, Vietor, Dllrall<lu:o:, t ()ul"'..1IIti t .. It >my of Au
crre,
 IIOIh,ré 
t. 
_\utuntll St, Bruno of &\4i," 
Iarh>nc,*" 311<11llau)" others. The t')"lllboli(' sl'n:o:p or 
the holy ve
tments \\"OI'U by her pri
t.::; \\ 
h scen in th' :mbIim.. pl"'.lyer.. "hich 
th('y repeated as they clothl>cl thcmselvc-; to mil1i8ter at the altar.tt .\. long 
ermon 
of I V(S de Chal.tn..s i
 devoted to ('xplaiuing, fm' the l'tli fi('ation of manner:o:, the 
my
tic beauty of th pl'ie:-;t"s \"e:o'tlllcnt, in which e"cry part ha,l a di\"iJ)p Jl1l'alling. 
" \\ïtllCS.";/' .:ay:; ""abfried 51mbo, " that alb denoting purity, that belt :--ignif)'ing 
continent' , that stole ubedienæ, and that flowing cha...uble which i:-; placed oyer an 
to denotc eharit
", the grmt >
t of all virttws."!! The g]o\"
" of the hi:-:hop were 
put on to :,i
n:fy t!aat hi"" good work.. Wl're t;ometinu..... to be in 
crt't allli lJot 1)(,- 
fore mell ; and they werc laid a....ide t to remind him that hi
 light \\a... to :-hine 
before men.

 The mystic sen...' of the pallium, B)'mIx)] of unanimit)., a.. Pope 
Symmachus 
tylC5 it, writing to a bishop of '\.u'-tria, in thc yt'ar' 504 1111 and which 
31)ci('ut authOl'
 mention as being t:,ken from the hody of :0;1. Pcter, tllat i... to 
y, 
from the altai' o\"cr hi!i rcli('
, amI to whieh they a...cr'ibe the p]cnitmle of the pon- 
tific,al officc,.... i., expJail1l'c) by J .idpru,;; I\,lll
iota, in his ('pi:)tle to Count IIcrmin- 
ius. "The bishop," he b..1) 
t '
" rars upon hi... Fhoulders a band, 110t oflinen but 
of wool, to signify that he i
 an imitator of Chri
tt tire 
reat 
}U'phcrd who carri{'{l 
on hi
 
hul1lders the :o:heep which he hall lo:,t amI 
lUnd." In tire Nunc manner 
Simeon Grct-; 'rus interprets the omophorillm,*** The PI"( '. 
i{)n i:-. the way to the 
celestial country. "lIe who mini:-.tcl':' to others the light of good work:-- i') spiritually 
311 acolyte," sa}'s IIlIgo of t;t. \"ïctor. ttt )Ian: usa
es ami in..titution..;. 'viII he un- 
intelli
iblp if we do not beal' in mind their 
piritl1al intprpr(-'tatiou. '''hy, for 
example, was a church to be ('OII:--('('rated afr(-'..h if the :thar had beCll 1110\"(>(1, hut 
ollly its wall
 washed with 
alt if 111(> otllE'r part..; of the building ha(1 been repair- 
ed aftpr having I:.,]].-"n? I ,"('q dp Ch:lTtr'
 explain
 thi
, hy showin
t that as the 
altar signifi('cl f:,ith, it... removal Fignifi(-'(l a }v:-
 of faith, whieh could only }
 re- 
paired by a fre:;h rt.'cl'ption of :-;acre(} my
tcries; but the re
t of the edifie
 when 


* RiC'h;LI' I VictolÏn. in ('antic!\ Cantlcorum PIO]og. 
t Rltionale Divin. om/'. f De Hitihu.: Ecdc's. Calb 
 Tr:lrtlLl. de Dc.dic. Eccles. 
I Gemma Animæ. .. n. S.lcrRnH'lI,i
 Ecclt''', 'Iy"t. Rtque Eccles. Hitihu'l 
** Df' .\ntiq. Ecc1e
. nïtihuc;. tt n,>ne(]icL XI\Y. de S,Lcriticin 
Ii"<:æ, sed. 1. M-G2. 
H De EccJe
iastjcis Officii",. Lib. I. 

 Id. rnp. 5,1. II OClmnuia t-ucra, I. 7. 
... !'id]Jn Sacrn., I. 41. *** In Codinum. Lill. J, c. ). 
Ht Speculum de 
I)"
tel its El'clc:>læ cup. I. 
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injured and repairc(l, was only to he wa
hed with 
a1t, to !'how that by tears and 
penance other !'ins were to be purged away. Thus, as he fiay
, "whatever wa" 
done in the temple made with hands 
ignified what ought to be done spil'itually 
within U:', that hy the ob
ervance of visible 
acran1f'nt
 we might be led to the 
knowledgc atHl lùve of the in,-i
ible building." * It may he remarked generally, 
that the Chureh 11:1<1 nothing for mere ornament, hilt, likc nature, all her rites had 
regard to 11.5 a:; well a..; heauty. SlIP loved 
ymbol:; that were heautiful, hut no 
unmeaning decoration:,. It is ohservable al:-;o, that a ,-ast nllmhel' of loving har. 
ruonit.s and 
weet incident
, fruitful in :-òuhlime poetical, and religious emotions, 
were produced by keeping this in milHl, and doing thing
 in con::;:equence simply 
and 
piritualIy, without attending to the part whi('h was material, without any 
regard to formality, or fancied decorum, hut jll:4 a
 the hare need of the OCcn
ioll 
rel} uired. 
As yet we ha,-e taken but a ,-ery cllr:-òory glance at the divine office
, and already 
we can pereei,"e with ,,-hat 
olemn m:
e:,ty they were clothed, and how well they 
corresponded to that sentiment of beauty, umlel' the religious feeling, which, in 
the unity of our life of perception, dÍ\-ide
 it::-elf into the epic of in
piration, the 
dramatic pf resignation, and the lyric of devotion. 0 how the 
()nl is moved at 
that solemn harmony of holy 
Oll

, at t.hat anthem chanted I-
' a 11I11l<lre<1 voice!', 
recurring with 
uch irresistible precision and with ao; much certainty as if ordained 
by !'=ome law of nature, at that instant l'i
ing ofthe taillight::;, when the still sweet 
tone of the saintly orison solit:uily a
c{'lH15. t;.. have I f(HlIld it under the noble 
dome of Florence, where, on one sidp, stood the portmit of Dante, and in the cen- 
tre, the In::;:t work of l\Iichael Angelo, the dead Christ in the arms of hi:, mother, 
-sublime master-piece! which death Iwe,'ented bim from fini!'hing. " Omnes 
sitientei', ,'enite ad aqua
." The Church had many seCI'ets to minister refresh- 
ment to the parched anti fainting soul. Hel' silence had \\"or<1:;-for, a:-ò St. Am. 
brose say
, "Kon solos Dominus audit loquente:5 qui aw1iehat )Io)"5en tacentem. 
PIns alldi tacitas cogitationes morlllH qnam vuce oll111inm:'t 'Yhat rapture in 
that lofty, that def'p, that sweet, that divine silt'nee in which all injuries are for- 

otten-that admirable silence, as much !'llperilll. to all harmony as the Di\-ine 
darkness is more 111minou=-, than the sun anel pvpry (11)(,(' light in hea,'en,!-)"ield- 
ing at length only to that mnje!'tic voice which ('omp
 to om. ears, after the lap:-:e 
of ages, through l\Ioses, the rapt prophet
, the Psalms amI Gospels, :lnd which, like 
the voice of God him
f'lf, "hreaks the proud cpdar
. :md make'S the deserts trpm- 
ble."
 The divine office was 110t a mere ri:,e amI fitll of organ Round swelling and 
dying away under the Gothic arche
, and cau:,ing 
oh'mn reverberations like those 
mountain echoes, which produce 
l1ch a pleasing a
tonishment in the admirel's of 
nature, who make journeys to hf'a1' waterfalls, or cannon fi rf'd under hangin
 rocks. 


,. Ivonis Carnot. Epist. LXXX. 
t Tarro, Dia]oghi ovvero dellll Pace. 


t Lib. Offic. 1. 41. 

 PsaJ III xxiii. 
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In thc Catholic Clmr{'h the clivilH' oflice \\as a proyi
ion, I1I)t for the vaguc rap- 
turc:o; of a warul('rillg minc1, hut for the want=-, of the url(ler:--t
ulCling mill, through 
the intdligcnc'c., for the 1Ie.'Ct.....itit'..; of till' IIC'art. ...\t the farthl':--t l'xtremity of her 
\"a
t tl'Ulplt>..:, through the IOllg :llIllloft). ai:oolcs th ' words of the p
llU, of the ...n- 
tiphon, or the hymn, cam(' to th(' car loucl awl t1i...tind : - aUlI ('crtainl)", 110 har- 
morley of ill!'U'UIHl'lIls coulcllllual tIll' dT\'d pruc1uc"(>(1 br that ulIl':1rthly light of 
"cml
" hidl i:'
IIf'(1 from tlat' :--:uU'tuary.-I1o\\ :--olt'llln, (In elltl'rillg Ll'lIeath Ogy 
gmu vault:-õ, to hear tile lowl :--olitary \'oil'e' Atoning from the choir, the fir:--t VCI":"C 
0; n p:;alm-"Xi
i Dumillu .1.'(lifießvt.'rit <lomnm" - \\ hich is then 
ught up 1)
" 
8. multitude, in whieh laymcn'
 vni('('s mingle with the pril':"t..:'. eager to complete 
that 
uhlillle anllO:UIl't.'m('lIt. 
8 HHctinU's the Church, in Ilt'r :llnic'lioll, appc'ar:- like' a pl'r
on I)(,'('om
 ill
('nsible 
through l'.M..'l"" of bOrroW, and n.c1uc't.'(1 to:l t
lt' in whi{'h the 60ul "i:,hcsto for- 
get eyer)" tiling but the coun...ds of etel'nal 'n isÙom - 
 where she biugi the tCII- 
ebr-æ, :Iud "'uclcll'nl
' intl'rrupt... tlw ..hallt of llt'r partie-ubr :ooorrO\\', to bJ"{':l1,. f()rth 
in that l'x..1amatiort. l'
IH"l,:":,,jIJg :1 
t'lJl'ra) thuughl-" Blt'
:"c'(l i.. the Ulan \\ ho halh 
Lome the) okc ii-om hi:) youth." \\lrat tt.'ITible hacln.'. in thus,' ton' 
lIld \\ ord;; 
of the matin:, on )laul1llay I1lur:o-c.la) _u 
Ieliu"\ illi enit, :)1 natu
 110n fui. ,t1"- 
How awful and impn.....;;j\.c arc thn
t' t 'arful or joyful fm
mcnh which I:!he is con- 
tinually f.ingill
-the ht':llIt)" of \\ hich wa..; :-0 kl'\'lIly ft' It by D.lllt(', 8.'"' :Ippt-'ars 
from hi::i ioO often introdul"ill
 a :-imilar u
we into hi:-- divine vi:,ioll, like that 
prophct who Ix"gin... \\ ith a ('cmjllncr ion, tCl whom wel"(' pr . ...nt tho' · thilws \\ hich 

'em abscnt to our i
IJIJr:lIu'e, :mtl in \\ IH e mincl interior anJ extcrior thing... 
""l're so l'OI
oiHec.l, :10; if lIP lx.lwlcl both ut the 
arne time, bO that his wonl'l "(,I'" 
unl)" a ('ontinuan('t' of hi... irl\\ anI tlwng-ht. .A tOut' time' 
'ou hmr a \"uil'l' :--ayin
, 
.. 
rartinus adhuc (':ltt'('hullll'lHl... hac IIIc' \"(':"t.' ("ontl'
it j" :It another, f.b:.lllcti II1ci, 
(plÌ in rorne })():)iti c('rtaml'n hahui:)ti
;" at another, ")Iedia nocte clamor factus 
(':4 j" at 
mothl'r, :\1 f.1 nox ()h
urum nOli habet, 'Ù omnia in lure claræcunt:" 
and all the while there i
 011 eYel'
. :ooicle a cryiuA', 


"messed Mary! pra) for u!\. 
)lichacl and Peter! aU 
 c 
aintly hO!lt.". 


How oollformable to the InO"it intimate emotioll:" of the human hmrt, i:i that 
fn'(!llent r('petitiou of f:)olemn and 
lIppliallt word.., rmuill which the mind 't'ms 
61l'sirou'" of lingf'ring, :I
 if it ('oulc) lIot 1)(' torn away from thl'w. "ïthout !"p('ur- 
ring to the repdiriolJs whil'h c)('('ur in tilt' 1'=--:11111:-, unci in othl'r parr:i of holy 
Scripture, of ",hieh Ht. Hilary gi\"t''i 
t) profìmnc) an ('xplanation, we.' (':Ill \\ itm'" 
how true to naturt' i
 thi
 if'ature of the litm'g-y, by referring to the anci('ut g'mve 
tragl'dians, where the ('horu!-, in the \t,'1UlWmnOn of ...'E--rhylu...., d<."'il"('S (,1
"tPm 
I1ffitra to rcpæt what she has ju
t 8.nnOUI1Cl...J re
pl'l'ting thl' fall ()fTroy-
)(ltl iug, 


* Th nff', PllrJ!'. Xl1L 
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" I 
ho111d wi!'h to hear tho-.e word
 continualIy, and to be filled with admiration 
while you rep('at them again and again."* In the high lyric pathetic 
auty of 
the hymns, we feel the true power of poe
y; while that syllabic composition of 
song in Pindar's Rtyle imparts a tone of the utmost nlë.
esty to the triumphs of the 
poor. Some of the antiphons contain the last words of martyrs in their agony; 
others the memorable exclamations of confe
sor;:; before kings; other;5 tIle !3cntences 
of holy doctor
, and repl ics of saints, on occnsiOllS that are transmitted in the archi \.es 
of lâ..tory to e\-erlasting renown. Such are those words, sung on the festival of 
81. Laurcnce-"Quo progredcris sine filio, Pater? Quo, sacerdos sancte, sine 
ministro properas?" ".ill you hear how the vile:,t instrument of torture can be 
made sublimp by the confi,.;:
ion of a martyr? Hear that fearful cry of the Church 
on the 
ame great òay-" In craticula te Deum non negavi, et ad ignem applicatus 
te Chrisrnm cOl1fe
'ms sum." How impres!'i\"e are those anthems, sung on the 
festival of the great adw)cate of Ganl-"Dixernnt discipuli ad beatum 
Iartinum, 
cur nos, Pater, de:,eri-;?" and that-"Domine, si adhuc populo ;"-those sung 
on St. Andrew's day, "0 bona crux, qnæ decorem et pulchritudinem de membris 
Domini suscppi.sti ;" those on the feast of St. Clement, "Omnes una voce dixerunt: 
om pro n()bi
, Rancte Clemens :" those on St. Agatha's day, "Quis es tu qui venisti 
ad me curare vulnera mea? Ego sum Apostolus Christi," and those on 8t. 
Cecilia's day, which relate the vi
it of ,..,.. aleriallus to the catacombs on the Appian 
way, in !'cnrch of S1. r"'rban, who wa') there concealed? 
The anti phOI1S on the festh'al of St. Lucia, at vespers, and in the office of the 
night and at lnua
, bring us in presence of scenes so pathetic, so ineff:.\bly sweet 
and sad, that a youthful mind can make no comment upon them, unle
s by weep- 
ing. "In tua paticntia po
sedi
ti animam tuam, Lucia sponsa Christi: odisti quæ 
in Dlundo sHnt, et corUSCa5 cum angeIis: sanguine proprio inimicum vicisti." 
Can you hear what is 
Ullg without fceling the fountain of tears flow over? "Ro- 
gad Dorninum meum Je
mu Chri
tum, ut ignis iste non dominetllr mei." Can 
YOU lu:'ar what follows without experiencing that chill which attends the sublime 
mysteriou:5 con
oIation? "Soror mea Lucia, virgo Deo devota, quid à me petii', 
quod ip
a poteris præ
tare continuo matri tuæ? Xam et fides tua illi sub\"enit 
et ecce sah"ata e::;.1." Can you Ileal', Jfu;t1y, the song of triumph without hilling 
upon your knees? "Bene(Iico te, Patel' domini mei Jesu Christi. Quia per filium 
tuum ignis extinctus est à latere men?" 
A lUodel"n pod, in his de
cription of the first Christian society, when he in- 
troduces the evening }H"ayer, can finå no words more harmonious or noble, amid:5t 
his gracious and 1:mblime picture, than those which the Church actually u
e8 ill her 
complin office-",risita, quæ:,ullln
, Domine, habitationem istam:" and he ob- 

erves, that through familiarity many are in
ensible to the heauty of this prayer. 
In fact, when any of these collccb, or the words of some litany, which have a cry 


... 387. 
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for every feeling of the heart, arc pJacf...(1 hy a pod in th 
 mid:.:t of the m
st hril- 
liant pa
:;aget there i
 no trall.,ition perceptihle, no inh'rruption to th ht'auty .lUd 
m

e:,ty of the style; hut the wortl:, of the ehun'h :--('('m the gl'nuillt" d1'u:--ion ot 
the poet, ill his happiest mOlllent of iu"'piration. \\llat maJe.:,t)" in tho...e anriquf' 
'er
('-; lIlUl'IllUl.C(I hy the priest-the foree of which hob Ucen 
() oftell tdt hy hell : 
'ritlle!--
 tho:,e word::; in the offi('C 01 the (Iedi(
\tion, pronolllH'('(I by the pont iti on 
fir
t cntt'ring the Chur('h, while" ith hi
 ('ro...i('r he tr..ll'('S the ,'iclorioLJs 
ign upon 
the thre
h()ltl: '-I.:cce :-;ignulll crul'i
, fngiant )hanta...mata cnnda !" 
""hile lUany nlU
t have felt how the prayers of the Church are comp "(I with 
attention to the s"e\:ts of harmonious catlenee, there al"C perhap
 fe\\ at prcc..t"nt 
who remark sul1ìcipntly with what at'CUI'.lte IH'('ei
ion they invariably a
..ee with 
the most profoUlltl truth:i of philo:-,ophy, as \\-ell a
 with the mysteril''i of faith. 
Political E-t.iell<'C Illight he I('arned from hl'r pra)'cr
 for print
' :1I1d fiJr all the 
faithful-..t:; when, amiJ:-,t the joy of the pa..,chal 'olemniti ,she pnl)'
 that OoJ 
may enable his people to attain to perft.'Ct liberty *-antl pla)'
iologi('al re...;carch- 
l':-' might he furthen'tl hy a ('I()
(' nttention to tilt" word... of her \.ariou!' !'-uppiim- 
titm:,_ X or (':111 \\ e o\'t'rlook t}l(' lJIllIeviat i ng eon:--i:oõtency Dlul tl& ' at riet atlll"rence 
tn definite prineiple:o;, which c!.:lIaderize all expr" i()l1
 in the divine ofti('c. Ot 
thi..:, lIu
o of 
t. Yï..tor may 
upply an in<.:tance. "fhc:--pil'it of it...;elf," he say!", 
" i... tt'rll1('I1 
pirit-.1HlI in cUllucetion \\ ith the bod)' it is eallt.,<1 :,-.'ml. T}1t' human 
:;onl, 1)('(':1u:--c it ('an ('xi:--t hoth in the body and out of it, i!' called, in tilt' e(>('k:--i- 
a...;tic offi('t':-', f'tlul and :Ol,irit. Thereforc," he 
ay:-" cc tit(> holy Chnn-h, whi('h believes 
mo:-,t filithfullr ill the resurrection of the fl....h, pr-..lr
 not nnly tor the f:l)irit, but 
al:,o ft)r the 
ouls of the faithful."t 
\\\'Il, int1"f..'tl, Oil e\.ery ('on..it1eration, lI1ay th(''''l' Ix> :,tyled angelic ()ftiC('
_ In 
tIlt' grand painting in the Church of
t. Dominick at Bologna, St. 1'1IOma:,-him- 
:-:(']f rather an anbel than n man, one of tht....l., of whom the whole ctlnr
 of the 
worltl's hi...;tory ean hardly pro(luce t\\O or tlirt., ('xampl
i
 rf'pr' 'ntOO" rit- 
ing the Landa Siol1 from th(' ,lidatiol) of all
(.l<.:, whose beaming connh'nan('('s 
are n>ficctC(1 ill hi
 look8, Of the hymn, "(;I01-ia in l'
c('}
i:-:," the writer:; (If the 
midtlle agf'> ..imply say, " This wa:i lx'gllli hy the angd
 antI finished by doctors 
of the Chureh."-"Prima hujus hymni ,'erha e cælo dJ n03 angcIorum voce 
derivata :'tmt," says Cardinal ßoua.-'lCætcra qui;;; adJiùerit incertum ec,t."t 
The origin of the hymn 011 Palm bunday, "g-loria, lau!o:, d honor tihi sit, rex 
Christe retlcmptor," is thus relatl'<l. "Theodulph, Bishop of Orleall:--, being f:ll!-'p- 
Iy accused and impri::,onf..'I1 by the Empcror Tpwis, 81JU of Charlemagne, in a 
tower at Anger." on Palm 
unday the prOCC$ioll p
t...J b)' the pri...on, when he 
opening his casement and making silence, en toned thl':
e verses of hi!" own com- 
position. The Emperor, who was present, wa
 so nlea...etl that he ordercù him to 


· Easter 
ronday. 

 Benedict. XlV. Her. Liturg. Lib. II. cap. 4. 


t AJ1egor. in 'Iarcum, Lib. III. 
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be relea
cd, and restored to his see, and f!.'om that day these verses were sung in 
the proce..:
ion."* 
Time and words would both f.'lil me if I attempted to point out all the beauty 
amI beatific influence of the various forms of devotion practised in the Church. 
Only let the litanies of our Blessed Lady, of Je
us, and of the fo:aints, which are 
sung in e,-err region of the earth, be recalled to memory,-only let it be consider- 
ed how ther express the fcelings with which hastening shepherds anò adoring 
kings in Bethany must have beheld the virgin mother of the Di,-ine infant,- 
that the 
ymholical titles given to hel' in accordance with the usages of sacred Script- 
ure, can inspire the loftiest a11<1 purest conceptions of grace almighty,-that a soul 
which is enlightened hy the Divine intelligence, discovers and feels within her- 
self things which can never be expressed, except in symbolie language,-that thp. 
10\'e for Jesus can only dictate short seraphic praises, and ardent desires to sup- 
plicate his power,-that those adopted in reference to 1\lary, besides their intrin- 

ic beauty, are sanctified by the innumerable holy persons who have used them 
from age to age, in life and death,-how the litany of the saints transports us 
into the presence of all the great and good that have adorned the Church in past 
time-the apostles, e,-angelists, martyrs, confessors, monks, hermits, virgins, wid- 
ow:o:, amI an the Faints of Gml-how it raises up their image before the mind's 
eye,-how it carrie
 us into the colosseum of Pagan Rome, into the catacombs, 
into the deserts of Thebaid, into the ca,-es of the mountains and forests, into the 
cell:; aud monasteries of the middle age, and finally, into the confines of the inef- 
f.'lblc pre
ence of the elect in glory !-how, returning to ourselves, it reminds lBof 
eyery e,-il to be shunned in the passage of mortal life, and of e,"cry good to be 
desired,-how it instructs) elevates, and ra,'ishes the soul,-only let this be con- 
sidered, and I think, in a mind mo
t prejudiced with a prejudicating humor, these 
will all he found in excellency fruitful. 
The corrections which some men, in modern hmes, have proposed in the offices, 
only furnish an additional evidence that they had no profound sentiment of re- 
ligionc;: truth, and that e,-cn those few mysterics of ['lith which they profess out- 
wardly, haye ne"cr been, as with Catholic
, transfused into their vcry souls. 
Such i
 the necessary inference to be drawn from that suhstitution which ,,'as 
iuyeutE'cl of the term Redemptor for TIcgina in the hymn, "Sah-e TIegina ;" for, 
to no Catholic would such wOl'd
 ever occur in addre::::5ing hi::; Redeemer as to say 
that to him he had recourse in the sorrows ofhi
 pilgrimage, since he knows at 
least, hy fhith, that hi:; life should be Christ, and that he should li,'e ill Christ ; 
hut to hi:; ble
sed mother he turns in siO'hin g and sorrowinO' in this vale of tear:'. 

 0 
Sooth, when one hC:H'
 the moderns pmpose tl) modify or alter what the Church 
has ordained, one midú think it enouO'h to ans'\rer them in the words of Beatrice 

 0 
to Dante) wheu the beheld him terrified at the shou
 of :'pirits in Paradise-- 


- Durand. Rationale, Lib. VI. c. 67. 
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-"Kno,", ....t n"t tlwll thou art in he.l\'n 1 
.\ntl knowe..t Iwt thou. "l1ateVt'r is in lu-sv'n 
13 holy, nntl that nothing there Is done 
But is done 7cnlou..l)" and" rll ,". 


011(' wlw:-,c lore has h.-en h)" gcniu:-, 
llÎ(I((1 lIlay }", warm>tl "itlt 
tlmcwhat of 
)Iereutio's 7('al wlH'U he }wars ('('rt:lÎu ]i"pin
, ant'ding l:mta..ti,"(1(". lIew tmu r
 of 
a('el'ut
, fa..hioll-mollger:-:, :--p('akill
 on :--tH..h :-ubj('(.r.., a., if allY f1U('lIt phra..(' man 
"ere ('ompptcllt to ('orn.(ot tl.c )itu,'
y ofth. C:
tholil' Chnn'h; awl ow' who i..; of 
illtelligt'lU'c pl"ofollUù may imluIgc a smile at their C
I){'U"(,; t'i.)r th.....(' pr(.tend('d 
dear amI c,ad !'p(.akt'r.., likt' Ellripitlu., arc ...ure to be (,(ÞU\'it'tl'tl of ah..olutc ('rror 
wh('n tht y have an ..T:--{.h)"ln
 fur tlH'ir jlHlg(' i but the milll('r alill gentlt.r a..<..'(.tÎc, 
to whum pict)" impart.. till' privilege of geuilli witl1t)ut its t1:uwl'r:--, willi. contellt 
with uL:--cn"ing that pr.l)'Cr, hy its vcry naturC', 1Il11..t be my:--tf'rioll";, amI that t11l')" 
who approach GOtl, with :u"(l('ut (ll'votion, mu..t havc ,.cry tlifferellt uotion, of what 
is fitting languagC', from otht'r..;, \\ h ll , \\ ith llnIllO\.('(l affi'Ction.., would (Iraw to- 
ward., him 
il'ntifh':lll
' \\ ilh tllf'i,'lip..; :llone ; con...t'<Pll'ntI)', that it is \\ r(mg TOcriti- 
('i:,c pic<..-es of this hintI, :-iue(' oneonght rathl'r to }"'''I)('(.t tlu'lIl a... my!-I ic words whid, 
mlllpri:,c a !'piritllal H'n:-I
, awl which nrc :'1) many tt':--tinlOnit.s of the i"ouhlimity or 
thc :-tatc to whi{'h tlH'ir ant hoJ":o; were rai...('(L 
The lllUl.lcrn..; pri(l.- th('IU:-'t.ln',; Olll"Crtaill 
hlllit.d ('ompositioll'; whi('h thf')' :-'''('111 to 
con
idel' pcrf('(.t Ill()(Ie1s of !H"a):l.r. r('rtainl)" no one c:ln 01
(.et to the ..,'\ form... on 
thcgrouml of their not h(.ing :-uf1i('il.ntly dc.,r, a
 fin n.; the w(>rtl.. th('II)"I'1\"('" arl
 
cOlll.'CrnC\l, whieh are Vl'ry prt'('i
i (Ir of th(.ir olllmi:-o..ion:-l, for ('\'t'I)' want tilat em 
be cuncein'l.l is :--p('Cifil'tl ; hut it may be doubh'll whetlll'r th(.)" \\ouI(l hayc 
ouIJII- 
ul religious, or cYell \\ i:--c, to onr an
tor", who wer . Yl'ry :l\"Cn:,c tu the u:-c (If long 
word)" narrations in adc1rt.',..ing (;od, aru) who ('yen con...id(,l"l.'fl it all iwli":ltion of 
the (li\.ine 
pirit w}wn nothing nominally wa..; !-ought in prayer.t "That I"illll of 
:-oupplieation," :,ays I lug\) of 
t. Victor', "whidl COIl:o.i--t.., in llll'n.l)" accull1ulating 
('pithets, :-ouch a ' mi
.-ri('ol"llia mea, rcfugilllll ml.'UII1, 
u..:cf'ptor men.., liberator 1I1('U", 
and :-:0 on, i:; 
o 1ll11('h the Illore full of illt('rnal <Il.light U'i it i:o. imperfect iu (.'tl'mal 
C'xpr(.:-,:-:ion; for af1("Ction ha.. thi:-, propt'rt)", that the morc fi'n.put it i:, within, till' I('..;:
 
('an it l,c dt'vc1opC\1 (.
tf'l"IIan
' hy the Yoi('t', .\lltl \\ hate\'p1" Iw the \,'(m]., We u..e, 
the nearer de\"otion appr(1a('hc..; to humility, the IUorea('('('ptabJ ' is it to (1t)l1. In 
no wa)' is God mure cffeetuall
' hent to hmr u.. than \\ Ill'u the miwl of th(' :-llp- 
plirunt is wholly conn.rtl'tl to him with affi'Cti,m. 
\IlIl, therl'f(>n
, \\ l1atc'""1" he 
the word::; of 
uppli('Ütioll, they are nevI'" ah"u1"tl ii the)" a1"e only c:lI<:n
at('tl to 
excite tile :lffl'ction of the !'lJpplieant to lovc Go(l, 01', what i:i I:)till hetb'r, if tl)l>Y 
JelUOll:5trate that he is alre:llly kilH1l(>1! with his love."! Xor i"" thi:; an, the 
Doetol's of the mitltlIr, ag-e h:1(11I'al'11(..1 with the :ll1thor of the .\llgelic Hil'rar('},,', 
that as negatiulls iu t1ivinity are oftcn true aflirmatiull:5, 
o to the ob:,cnrity uf lIly::r 


· Panul. XXII, t Card. non:L. t1e Discretione 5J1irituuUl, cap. s. t De !lotio ûmlllH ìibellus" 
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tcries, a manife:ö:tatioll by means uf dissimilal' forms is more adapted,* and that 
divine awl ccJc:--tial things ;Ire often beautifully expressed hy dis::;imilar sym- 
uoJs. 
llc.lce, as lIugo of St. '
ict()r thinks, oxen, lions, eagle:ö:, hor:,c=--, wheel.., char- 
iot
, thrones, rose..., tower:" gate
, star
, awl ::;imilar figures are introouced, which, 
in the e
tilllation of those who only regard external thing
, are riùiculou=--, uut to 
those who think piously 
md lu'ofoundiy, they are fm" otherwise; for be:-;ides that 
from all material and bodily forms, figures may be taken to represent the incor- 
poreal 
plendors of a 
piritualnatl1re, it is certain that the very di:,similit11l1e of the 
s
'mh()1 conduces to t'xpre
=-- the excellence of the 
(Jpernal ohject; for di:-sirnilar 
1ìgl1re
, more than :,imibr elllhlem
, lead the milHI from material anù bodily things, 
and })1'e\"ent it from re:,ting in them. E\'ery figl1re, therefore, so much more ev- 
idently demonstrate=-- trmh in proportion a:o' hy its di
similitude it is clearly a fig- 
ure amI not the truth, and the more unlike i
 the figure, 
\J much the more does it 
leall the milHI to truth, IH'e\"ellting it fmlll resting in the :-õimilitUtle" Therefore the 
wi:ö:dolU of holy theologians wOllllerfully de5cends to the u:,e uf illliecorou
 
imil- 
itudes, not permitting our material c.3rnal sense, 80 in lo\"e with matter, to rest in 
material images, but compelling it to pa..;s on in !'earch of other things more f::.ir 
and true, anù hy the yery ba:'l'ne:,s of the ima
e, purging the intellectual power 
of thc soul from all a(lmixture with image:;, in Ol.L1er that purely amI 
imply it 
may be led to contemplate :,piritual uml invi
iblc thing
.t 
Ioreover, to anyone 
who reflect..., it i", e\'ident that a praycr of any length whieh is to be often repeat- 
e<1, mu
t not be a :-tndied, smooth composition, like a narrativc m'rang-ell accord- 
ing to the rules ofrhdoric, for be:o'i<1es that mere rhetorieal effL
t, however ..;nblime 
may he the emotion re:,ulting from it, ean lleVel' sati:.;fy the religions ideal, sucll 
an attempt wonl(l argue an ignorance uf thc inc\"itable impotcnce of IlUman lan- 
guagc to approñeh what i:; clue to the pel"fections ofGml, aUf] the wiser heart. wouhl 
tli:,dain tlte pre";Uluptuous effi)rt of the ulldel':,tamlillg. After the fir
t dfer\"e:,cence, 
all thi:05 froth of doquencl', allll thi::; inflated wi:.;dom, woulll be con\Terted into 
dre
s, :-ouch as wuuld excite rather loathing than kindle devotion; hut a:-ò a phi- 
Jo:,opher remad:
, when we ha\"c employed the Juftiest hyperbole
, and exhausted 
all the fi
ures of :-yrubulic Iangu...gl', when we have dres::.ed met3physical ab- 

tracti()n", in poetic rapture
, when we have ran
ackcd whatever things are most 
ex('(.lIent among the ef('ature
, and having defecated them anù piled them up to- 
gether, ha\"e made that heap but a ri:,e to take uur 
oaring flight from, when in- 
strncte<l as well a
 inflamed and tran:,portl'd by that inal'ce:,:o:.ible light which is 
inhabited by what we adore, we 
eem rai
ed amI elevated ahove all that is 
mortal, and 
a'" thinD's that sur p a.;;s the intelli,rence of men we can for en'r O ! )en 
, ð ð' 
our lips in 
lIch 
trains of prayel", bec:1lJ
e, although, these expre:o:.:o'ions otherwi:-õc 
applie(] woulel be hyperbol('
, and though they lln not expre:-:s the object, they yet 


* Dionp.. Hierarch. ('ap. 2. 
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proclaim the fen'or of OUf ,1l','olion, amI (h.clare not, iwlC<'t:I, \\ hat God is, hut hu\\' 
HllIeh we houOI' him. 
:Xo, the prayers of the Church were ('ompo
('d hy 
ainb, ali<I what is mort', \\pre 
u...cd by ,:,aint'i and men of the inh.rior lifl', of iutuiti,-c it.":--thetic iam..., 3';; :0-0111 · 
philo
opher.-; wouh! :--ay, allli tIH')" klll'w \\ hat tlu-y Wl're nbout; 01', ratIH'I', tlJ(')" 
wrote from tl... in"'piration of Him" ho mad,. awl kill'\\" \\ Iwt W:I
 in m:UI. Till' 
JUlIuan Ill'art dm'illg mallY gelu-ratiolls ha:-. re"'pOlull'(l to th ' dllmI "hieh tlH'Y :11(1)(' 
kill'\\" how to tOlll'h. :Xot from a tri\'ial popuwr l.ruditioll, 1101' from tIlt' ...('11001 of 
grammariall::5, 1101' fl'OIll the tr'ihulle (If dU,'lorici:lII"', hilt from a 
I'n:",(' and contt'mpt 
of human thing:--, from a profo(IIl,1 ('al',' lUul iu\'<'Stigation of wi...dom, from a d,.,.p 
('oll:,i,lerat iOIl of thei 1" 0\\ II llIi:,el")", aut! of tllc di ,.i nc JUl'r..y, (Ii(l tlH'Y de:-l.'t'1U1 tl) 
('omp \:)to the:,. ::)aered oflì..(.:,. 
The Church, it i
 tru(', ha.. cucl"3,'ort>t1 to prot('Ct the faitllflll ill the pû
. .,;;,.;:ioll 
(lflwr pl'a)"('r
, unllli\.l'tl "ilh 0111( I' iu,'pntinn..., h)' prohihiting all nl'\\" litani..... in 
the puLlie \\or:-hip, ,.:\'("t'ptillg "ith "'11"1. rt....tI.ietinn
 a..; unl' might hop" \\(Hll,l he 
gl.neralI.r I"ufii..il'nt to di
('(Jllra
e ull attt'lIIpt... uf this kiwI; hut it is, lwrhap:--, 

till ratlwl" to be \\i
h,'(l than l':\'I
'Ctl'(l, that th,,:--. m,ltlt'rn "rit(,I":--.\\IlO lll'\"er 
qlll,:,tion but that th..y .ue in the "all of "hat b teru1l'ti tilt' mareh of int('lliJ!cllce, 

h()nld ('t
a
l' fro II I t'
('r('i...ing tladl' t:llt.nt... in thi
 way; for, g('nt'I":III)', in propor- 
tiun to thc puverry 
ulfl ig-uor:uwc of tll(' mind, tlll'l"l' "ill he a pa:--:--ion for ('hang- 
ing 3ml mtKli(ring alwient thin
:-o. Tlllpl.'l1,',1 hy a dl'...irt' to ,10 ...onu.thilw, a 
:-haIlow, ('Ollt't'i t('(I, 1.,....tI'....... intd I igl'IH"t. \\ i 11 :--,,
k tn d i"'Ìt i ngni
h it...plf hy r('formillg, 
a..; it IH'et(-'n,l
, tll(' n.)i('... of a )('''':-0 l'II1ig-htl'lII d 
I
('; :Ind, int1('f'(I, it \\oul,1 almh...t 
S('cm, a... if in a ('('rtain 1'1:t
t' of 
o('i('t)", tatft.ta phra...l'''', I"ilken t..rlll
 pl't'(.i...,., la:ul 
3 g'1"(':ltl'r dlarm f01' the ('u1ti \"att.."t.I ('Ia:-... than tilt' nohlt....t :,Cntl'IIl'l'" of a Cia 1')'I'U:--tolll, 
l'r tlmn tlu' Jl)o..;l JI):ljl'...til' !-oyml>oI of the ("
,tllOlic litur!!
'. 
But tn return. ".on,lrOl("'Ì i, tilt' :--kill with whidl till' ('hurch in IlI'f ofik 
blend... tO
l.thl'I' tll(' an('i('nt h....tanH'nt :\1 It 1 tilt" n('\\", tl((' liglll'(':-- :11)(1 t!1(' ("(.ahy, tllc 
pmmi...e :In,I the a("('ompli:--hnH'nt, and ...how... in tl((' infillitt. \"al'i(.ty of h('1" form..., 
the profound unity of the <'hri:--tian faith. 
hc :--p('ak:." :--hc :o-ill
:-- h,'I':--elf. A\ II 
th
. \"oi('es of prophf't..., p\":\ll1-."l'Ii...h, father:--, d'H"tor
, laymllograpIH'r
, fiu'm a ma
- 
lIifie('nt cone('I.t in \\ hi,.h no ,li:--...onalu'(' "oUlul... the (':11', hut ull i... OIH' I"pirit :11\(1 
OIl(' in"'piration, awl amid:,t a warmth, UUl'nthll...ia";lII, a h.wl"I.IIt.....;. all n4olli.....ill
 
l'omprl'l\('n..ioll of tlU' grt'at dml'".u.tl'r:-- of th(> rhri
ti:lll m)":--tcric:'"', amI above all, 
a firm. prllfoulHl, :lIHI \\"011111'011...1) ('ofllmlllli,'ati,'c f:lith. 
.\t1mirahly ha
 the Clum.h t."ilwt'll J.I'I' j,"lgmellt with rf',
ar,1 to that great('...t 
of tliflieulti(.... \\ hich u
.,1 to )". tre,ltf.t! of by tht' :1IJ('i..nl philo"'opIll'r
, th . oh...pry- 
ill
 of what the Greeks termed 1(pi
f)J, the (}('('Orlllli of the Latill
. Thi:oõ is 
('yi(l('(',l ill ('\"l'ry part of the di\'ine offi,.,.... .111(1 ritual, in whit'h th(' 01\1<'1' of wonls 
i.... 
lIitt'd t'\, the authol'it," , the :llrp th.. e()lHlition the l )b<'t., amI the time whieh 
,
, , , 
arl' ill\'oln'{l. Up:ult-'.., I d:m
 not :!in.' the r('in..; to my di",('o\ll':--t':\';: WC approach 
certai 11 ('onfill(,';. 1'1'111 y, "i th ..I....pl'('t t t) them, it woul,{ he \\t'li to return to the 
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ancient discipline of secrecy and the use of doubtful words, which was observed 
during so many ages, even after the liberty of the church had been accOlupli:-:hed. 
It is well, like Orestes, to Im\'e learned frol11 the purifications with which one has 
sought to remeùy his evil:;, to know when to 
p(-'ak amI when to be silent.* I 
would walk lightly here. The very ground seem
 to bleed and suffer. 
\.. great 
mystery is taking place. I see death aud pa.::;
ion, and one is more inclined to weep 
than to admire; but tilth much I may ob:;erve, as one who to a single eal' imparts 
his thought, that the sublime poetry of the opening dialogue of the holy ::\Iass has 
been remarked by so many great authors. Thi<; tl ialogue, 
ays one, " is a true lyric 
pocm between the prie
t and the catechumen. The former, full of days and ex- 
perieuce, groans over the miseries of man, for whom he is about to offer f'acrifice. 
The latter, full of youth aud hope, sings the victim hy whom he is to be redeem- 
ed." "
hen the vaults of our churches resound with the joyful melody of 0 filii 
et filiæ, what heart òoes uot burn at hearing" the IGng of glory rises from the 
tomb! who is thi::; angel clothed in white 
eate(l at the entrance of the sepulchre? 
Apostles hasten! happy are those who have believed and have not seeu !" "
ould 
not this simple chant of th(' church bear a comparison with the grandest creation 
ofpoetry? Does it not verify the saying of tile ancients, that men are winged by 
mean::, of words, for by these sublime 'W0rds is not the soul lifted liP, and is not 
the man raised? 
"
itness again the prose of Easter, Victimæ Paschali laudes. Behold how this 

ong of triumph is Ih'ely, rapid, how it carries one with it, how in a few lines it 
iuvites to joy, relates the great combat, npostrophizes l\Iary l\Iagdalen as a witness, 
anù makes an act of faith and of prayer, to the victorious Christ. "If that be 110t 
the genius of lyric poetry," says a French critic, alluding to it. " I know not what 
i:-:." 


But where should one finish if one were to speak of the "lauda Sion," the "adoro 
te su pplex," the "8tabat mater," the "dies iræ "? If one were to describe the office 
of the dead, with its mournfulles
ons, its awful rememÌJrances, its solemn am] 
heart-piercing tones? "Then to this majestic poetry and sound, is added the aspect 
of one of our o-othic ,..hurches by night, lighted up, notwithstanding its va
tnes
, 
1"0 that e\'ery Illullion of the highest windows of the choir can be traced with all 
its beauteous tracery against the darkness of the exterior sky, while only the distant 
vaults of the nave and tran
epts flyaway and hury themselves in mysterious 
ob::;curity, as I have seen the sublime Cathedral of Amiens on the night of AlI- 
hallow
, when the yigils of the (le
\(1 were 
UII;- there, at which an immense mul- 
titude assisted till a late hour in profound devotion,--a..:suredly the impression from 
the whole on all mind:, of ordinary f;usceptibility, must be such as no languagp can 
adequately describe; it Illust be like that resulting from some great event of which 
the memory is indelible. .: Let one only represent to himself," says 
Iichelet, 


* Eumenitl. 276. 
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"the efft'ct of the lights on tho
t' prodigiou:o; monuments when the cJcrgy mo\'ed 
in procc.-;:;ÏoJl through thu:-:e fore:-t!-; of eolumn:-" animating the dark ma.s.:;c..., pa.;:-ing 
nUll rep
ing through the long ai
I ", under till' . l'omplicJ.tetl arches) with its 
rieh ve::;tlllen
, its tapers, and its chants, when li
ht ami 
'>UI1lI ofun
rthl}. har- 
mony i:-::-,ued fmm the choir, whi]c the 
m of pt'tIP]e r
pondcJ from tit\.. ..hade 
he]ow i-there wa:-ò the trlI<' drama, the true my
tcry, the rl'pre:o;entation of the 
journey of humanity through the thrl ' worJd
, that :'l1hlim 'vi
ion which Dante 
has immortali7CtI in the 'Di\'illa ComrncJia.'''. 
.. \ IllI on all ()cca
i()n:) too \\ hat a be
luty of If'mn form c;urronml 
 one in the 
Chureh? Thos. sltrilU's \\ ith f:3el"ftl hurnill
 lamp
 in on}f'r long; tho:- altars 
hright with 1\ tall fOfe"t o( hl1rningtap('r:"ca...ting:-tn':ull
 oftrelJ1ulou..lu:,tre like 
the matin :-ot:lr; those hanner
 that Illm'c on in hri,rht pru('(' '-iolJ; tho:>c arwel forms 
bearing the lights; th ... lofty thin..., whit.h come so blowl}" moving toward.j U", 
that the bride would have out...tript them on her hridal day*-ho\V dues a11 this 
}mrify and exalt the imagination? Can we "onder that it 
h(Jul,1 have R>(,lI1b.l to 
our fcding al1ce:-:to
 like the 1101)" ('ity, the IIl'W .T(,nl:-all'm, d,':,('
n,ling from Ill'av- 
t'n, pn'pal"l'\1 as a :-;pou:,e 
ulorllf,t1 fcJr hcr hll
hana, that du.)" :-,hollid have c
pectl'(1 
to hear th
t gre.lt voice from the throllí', b:l)"illg, BellOl(I, the tabernacle of God 
with lllcn, aUlI he will (hn.1l with them, an(1 thc)' l"haJI he his r<'Ople, amI he will 
he their God ? 
e th --e bt.'autifd little ('hapc1s of our Lady or of the Patron 

aint on ('3('1. si(}e of the nave, \\ hcr(' en'"y ohj('et i!-' 
o :ulmirahle aw) (}eli('ate 
that th()
' \\ ho :b.;i:-t within may imaginc th('m:-c1w':i to he in :1 l'arat}i
e. There 
amid:.ol t}wo)C hri
ht 
ymho1..;, from thi..: ('I01ul of frarrrant inlocn:--", swct'tly ri:,cs the 
day to Catholic youth, amI no marvcl that the rl'mainin
 hour
 shoilld flow on in 
innocence an,ljoy. Xo man'eI, I say, that the Church, as 
he ,h....ircs in })('r l)rayer, 
Fhould l"l>('ein
 
piritliaI :lllgnll'ntation from what :-ohe J!ains in material :-Ol'a("c, amI 
that an cternal habitation f,)r the maj(':,ty of Goel, o( living and ('ho:-('n ...tonc:-:, 
ðhoul,1 he prcpared out of thc 
upplic
UJt p(.op]e. Look again, ami let yonr eyes 
rc.st upon tho:;e childn.n, who stand or kneel da,1 in \\ hite roh(.:-:, .1Iul with li
hts in 
their h3l)(1
, 1"0 like thiugscnsk)"et.I and Nlint('(l, "'0 {>"pr(',..;
i '"C of purity, of oh{'(li('u('(', 
awl ]0\"(', that if angds w{'re to d(,
,(,llfl vi:-oihly, one ('onelllel!'>; that :l:-:-urc(lIy it 
won]t) hl' ill :-oll('h a form. Fi'"( tlH'm :-'tillupoll that altaI" allt) mark what i:-ò pa . '- 
iug before it. How beautiful i:o; cverything! how :,l'renc! a;o, if tllP harmonious 
\\ i:-ùUIIl of lhe CIlUl'eh h:u} a(.tuaJly moulded the {''I\:tel"ll:11 form of matter to it, 0\\ n 
Iwrfection. Is not here that Lt'allty Illanife
tl'tl whieJa Plato !-'ai(1 wa:-: nothiug hut 
the :--plen<lor of truth ? Catholici
m ha- product't} all the lo\"ely furms which 
order ('an a:-:.;lImc within the narrow limit, of :-I':I"{,' amI tillt('. :\Iark the cclt.::,tial 
habits and thc ren'l'ence of the grave We
lrl'r:-. 0 thc :,acrificc! how cere- 
monious, rolemn, al1<l unearthly it is in the offt.ring ! It fil1:-- Ou(":-, bn':l:-.t \\ ith 
tile emotiuns ()(':,eribt.d by Dante, whcn, after tel]ing of the ::;wed :-traiu:-, of Para- 
dise, he add:-o,- 


· Dantp, Purl!" XXIX" 
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"'-\nd 'What I saw was equal ecstasy; 
One Ul1Ï\crsal smile it 
ccl1ÚI of all thing
; 
Joy pa:.t compare j gladuc;"s unuttcmulc ; 
Imperishable lifc of peace and love j 
Exhau8tle8
 riches amI uUlllcasur'ù ùliss."* 


These impressions are not only thu
 profollll<] amI ill::;piring, but they are also 
durable, for to the mind that has once experienced them, al1l'xternal beauty ever 
afterwards f;eems to be only a homage tl) the mystery of di\'inp 10\"e. Every ol
ect 
in nature 
eems to merit the appellation which th(' Chl1r<.h applif's to the element 
in the henediction of her font
, "hæc 

U1cta et innocens creatura;" awl, in 
ome 
way or other, 
erve
 to hring the mind in pre"ence of tho"e my:'terie.; which are 
the fountain of all joy. The separation between spirit and matter is tlm,.; removed, 
and all seems resolved into the unity of an harmonious l'reation, of which every 
part is good, 
o passing lovely, mind cannot follow it, nor words express its in- 
finite sweetne
..... 
But lC't ns investigate the
e things with unmoved bo
orn, as one who only 
chronic1e
 the past. The altar erected by _\..ngelbert, 
\r('hbi"hop of )Iilan, in the 
)"ear 830, in the Ambrosian Ba!":ilica, wai; valued at thirty thol1:-::1nd pieces of golt1. 
Thewhole front was composed of :,;olid gold, studded with innumerable jewf'ls, and 
over it stood twelve irnage
 flf sih"er gilt, rp!we.;;enting the _\..po..:tlc::;.t That in 
the Basilica of St. 
\[ark, at \
 enice, was compo:-:ed of alabaster amI porphyry, alld 
tablets studded with precious :-::tone!":.t Y f'Ì e"ery church pos:-:e
scd what UgheIli 
mentions in describing the Cathedral of :Kaple:-:, f(':-:ti\"e cO\"erings for :::iolemn 
<lay..; which coula add beaut}" e\"en to these altars of gold and jewels.s 
"That must ha\"e been the splendor on extraordiuary occa:-:iol1s when more than 
usual magnificence was required ?Thewriters of the middle ages, to describe a 
per
on struck nll1te and made forgetful of everything by one object, say that they 
felt an irnpre"sion like that cau
ed by the sight of a high altar at Ea
ter or Chri:-:t- 
mas; for on the:-:e occa.
ion:-" the Church di
pbyed all her treasures in honor of God, 
and the people used to offer ehoice flow<,'r:-; and co
tly va
es for recei\'ing them. 
Then were u
ed tho
e choral elephantine Looks of such magnitude and "\Veight that 
it exceed cd t.he Mrength of a man to 
upport one of them, amI of s
ICh rich adorn- 
ment, that ther u:-:ed to be pre
erved in trea!":urie.;;, wonderful specimens of art and 
indl1
try, whether we con
ider the-exqni:,ite 100?eline;-.:-, of the paillting, the admi- 
rable beauty of the writing, or the l'o:-,tly amI 
uperh decoration of the exterior. 
In that va:o;t alld well fillcd choir, of the dome at Florence, a light darkene(l on 
all siùes but one, streams upon the hng-c \"olume O\"C1' which it is f:u:,pended, which 
seems thcn from the distant part:o; of the 113\'e, like one great flame in that :-::olenm a:-:- 
sembly, as if it were Iiteral1y il1nminatC'd by that mig-hty hook. The ancient 
sac('l"(lota I \?e"tmf'nt
, heside..; the general <1 i!'tinctions of color, freq nen t1 r Lore in rieh 
Qmbroidery, either a representation of the Illy!":ter
'" of the p:uticular fC':-:ti\'al on 


· Parad.'XXVIl. t Ita1ia Sacra, Tom. IV. 
'3. tIlL Y. 11';7. 
 Italia Sacla, Tom. YI. Gm 
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which tlH'Y WP["e u..;('(1, 0[":1:' tllO"e ill the mOlla..til' (,hurdl of tlap E";('lIrial, an irnaCJ'(' 
of bOWl' 
aim or of the ilt
truu1(.'lIt of his lIIart
'nlom, iu onle.. to rumnlcfilor.ltl' a 
patron or 10<....11 foulldel'. (rcllcrall.\' from tlIO"(' whil(' \"{':4111('lIt.. d('Jwting the 
Ulhullil,d In:--t["c of a IUJ:-,ti(' 31ul immortal joy, to t Jau..e \\ hit'h are red from the 
mt'lJ}ory of human ('vil:.-, \\l' ('au h'.wl' tlu' 
alllc genill
, the :-allll' dl'li(':1t.y of eon- 
('('ption whidl dl':-,i b llèl1 the oruaJlll'ut
 in the 
touc of the lrothit' portal. .\ ('ha
- 
uLle \\"3"; Jikp the rich 
plt'n<1o)" (If a ro"c or tlJJip Ip:1f. TIlt' ('r('ator f-aw mall in 
making the fiu'm('I' ollly imitating hi" 0\\ U ur. Yd tlU'..p ga\'e of1
'IH'<' tl) the 
nuxh'l"f).. ; :IS if GIIII ,\ JI() 1m:" painh'tl tlU' flowl'r... of the 6t'J(1, anlI elotlu'll tIll' JIt'.I..t.. 
mid fowls of the earth, \\ ith f-1J('Ja ('111 iOIJ:' :Ullll'
f}lIi:--itt, ('111m'", (.'mltl L. otfc"I1III,,1 
at the he:mtcouo:. \"t':....lIJl.nt
 of thp pril'
t "hit tulof't>
 him, ,\ hn a:...uuw' th..m \\ itla 
}lr.lye.., and trembling, allll "hu wt'ar
 t}WIIl only out ufhllmhlt' n'\'l'I"(>II('t.'. )fan)' 
detail:-- arc t'xtant l"f'
p('Ctillg tht' 1'111111' of \\or:o-hip in tht' rnÎ(Mlc agt':--. It ,\onltl 
H,(,IH f!"(lm :111 ('xpn...;..iol1 (If 1\"(" tIe (,harrl"{'';;, that out of r.'verellCC for 0111. Lord, 
tlae l'hali('l' allll paten we("<' gt'IIl'l"ally of 
IÎtl goM, fi)r hc rt'<}uircs th:1t, at Il'a.::,t, 
tlH',r ...houlJ Le uf :-iln
... * 
III the ('hurch of '[outt' Ca.....il1o thrM' were N'\"1'1l g-rC:\t(\r, :nul fin' l
,...)r cl1aJ- 
i('(':o:ofpllregol(l;thnt :"\aha, illhj
T('..tan1('nt, :--p..aks of ,..ih-t'r..halicp... gilt whidl 
hp 11:1<1 hrought \\ith him from (;1"('('('(', fctr the dlllr(.h of 
t. 
a\"iano at )rl':--
ana, 
to whieh he al..o gay(' tluy'(' 1IIo")t Lt'.1utiful thurihle"') "hieh It... 11:111 pm'('laa...(.tl 
from ('(.rtain nrl'<,k...t III a (lO('Ul11l'l1t (If tile dl'\y('nth ('('ntury w(\ re-.u] 
of hook.. 1>0111111 in 
lIltl, :ultl of J:old chali('t'S :I,loI"IH'tl "itIa :ulmil'a}'le g-em.., with 
an ahulu1au('c of \':lrion.. iw.:--timahly l'rl'('io".. Ol"ll:mwnti fi)r (livilll' wor
hip 
which h:1(1 be,'n tfl'a
un.d up frolll :1II('it'nt timl8 in the gn':lt (:IIIII"<.h of 

alzlmr;;.
 On two ('xpu:--itors :1IH1 a l'ihoriulll \If purl' gul(l, there \\ pr(> 
n'el-om.(1 up" al"(l
 of thM.t' thou..aml of the mo
t pr('('ion
 I'hHU'''; of rm'l' ma
lIitu(lc': 
one oft\14' I'
po..itor:'\ wr"lI
ht wirh ima'f'I''''' wa
 mo"I(!t'11 hy \I'('hhj
hop Ehprlmr(1 
(Ie Xeunha"
I', awl 
l
t, ac'cor,liu'" to }'opu1ar ["('port, from a tre:L.,ure fOlJlltl 
iu Iuh.rg.1I III the ('athl'llra1 of Xaplc.-;, in th(' eighth ('('ntur)", the hol)" 
\"l.:'......I
 of the altai' w(','c of :-;01 ill gol cl. The.... i n 
r. )Iarl,,'.. H...,i) ic-a, at '
euic(', 
\\"('1'(' :l1
0 of gol(ll'ov('rec1 with gC'I1I
. 1" 
}lC'lli 
:lY:':, that tl) (Il'"c'rihe the !'ac,["(,(l orua- 
ml'nt:" '\"t'
tll1cnt..;, awl otl((,I" ric'lu',,; in till' (']111("('1. of 
t. .Tu..:tina at Padua, would 
)"<'quirc a \"01l1lIlC>,<<; 'rc 1'<':111 of th(' an('i('nt (.Imrc'h at Durham, that in the pro- 
('(':o',..ion..:, thl' prior h:ul a man'C'l1ons ri(.1a eope of ('10th of golll, which he w:t.. not 
ahle to walk upl'ight with, for the- wl'i3htinl'''
 tht'l"l'of, hut Olle 11l'],1 it up on e\'er
' 
:,illc. On one Ye
tmellt only of Loretto th..y coullt..(1 Jo't'ven thon..an,l jCWl')
. Tn 
the ('('('l(,:o:ia
ti('al :umals of Si('ih. we rl':1<1 of \"p..tuwnt., in thl' chnrchC:) of Paler- 
" , 
mo cl)\."<:red with illllUlUerahll' pcarl
. ** Tn an :mcient manu"-C'ript, which dt ..;('rih('.. 


· Dccret. Pars I!. c. 181. t Cbron. ('a",in('n"i
, Lih. I II. (,R.p. 7'4. t 81ciJia Sacra, Il.l00ð. 

 Gcrmania Sacra, Torn.II. 18t. I hI.. luu';. 
Itlilia, Sacra, Y. 4.22; VI. 65. 
.. 
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the destruction of Catana, by the eruption of 'fount ...
tna, in the year 1169, in 
which fifteen thousanù persons, including the bishop, and a number of the mona.c;- 
tic flock perished, the loss of the ecclesiastical ornaments was deemed a part of the 
calamity not unworthy of commemoration. 


"Unde superbit homo? Dens una diruit hora 
Turres, ornatus, vestes, cunctosque paratus.". 


Florence could send forth nothing in costliness or beauty superior to those 
which were procured from her for the Abbey of 'Vestminster, some of which still 
clothe on solemn days the worthy successors in the priesthood of England. Fre- 
quently it happens in this island, that ancient tombs of !)ontiffs and abbots are 
broken open, and invariably we find the vestments of the richest texture and of 
the most beauteous design. Forty persons worked continually during three years 
under the conduct of Lermino, a celebrated embroiderer, making vestments for the 
Cathedral of Strasbourg. This was in a later age, but an enumeration of the gifts 
of Desiderius, Abbot of
fonte Casino, to the church of that monastery, will con- 
veyan idea of the prodigious splendor of public worship in the tenth century.t 
In con!'equence of that profusion of jewels which adorned the altars as we re- 
marked in a former hook, and which is found again here in surveying the ve
tments 
and other ornaments employed in the solemn worship, mineralogical studies were 
then much cuIti\'ated. Thus Petrus Diaconus wrote a book, " De Generibus Lap- 
idUIl1 Pretio::,orul11," which he dedicated to the Emperor Conrad, amI he tmnslated 
from Greek into Latin, the book of Heva, I
ing of .\.rabia, on preciol1:-; ::;tones ad- 
dres
ed to the Emperor Xero, and which the Emperor Constantine had remO\-e<.] 
from Rome to Constantinople.! )fention has been made of the fragrant odor which 
filled the holy place on which men need not disdain to philosophize; for who has 
not experienced the associations connected with it? To how many minds does 
it recall the sweetest years of mortal existence, the recollection:5 of youth, and the 
thousand circumstances of early life, which derive such secret charm from the 
solemn and beautiful ceremonies of the Facred choir? ":\lore good may be <Ira wn 
from odors than is drawn," says l\fontaign, "for I have often perceiveJ that 
they change me, and act upon my spirits, which makes me apprO\ye oÎ what is 
said respecting the use of incen!'e and pprfumes in churches, which is to gladden, 
excite, and purify the sen
e, to render us more fit for contemplation." An affect- 
ing allui'ion to this usage of the Church is often met with in the great a
ceticaI 
writers. "0 most benign Lord Jesus Christ," cries one of them, " my consolation 
and refuge in all my trials and tribulation! 0 that thou wouldst deign, with 
celestial light and attending angels, to enter the house of my mind, and from a gol( 1- 
en thurible filled with aromatics, to incense all my interior, and to consecrate my 
heart as a temple of the Holy Ghost, to sign it with the holy cross, to anoint it 


· SiciJia Sacra. Tom. I. 531. 
* Chwuic. Ca
iueus, Lib. IV. cap. 6G. 


t Chronic. S. )Ionast. Casinens. Lib. Ill. c. 20. 
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with the oil of gmcc, to place there the golden urn with manna, and to attach to 
illY 
idc fixedl)" the Look of thy lau, that in that llllay !'tmly (,"(.Icstialthinb
, and 
thy divine colllmanthucllt..: lby and night, 
 long a.; 1 ::,hal1 he an c>..ilc 011 the 
carth."* 
Illccnc:e, which W:l'3 u-.cd ill the ..T 'wjojh, is of great antiquity in the Chri-.;ti:m 
Church, :md it i
 mention('(1 with honor in th(' :--cripture..., whcre it is comp.JTl'(1 to 
pra)"cr, of \\ hil'h it is 
till a 
Yl11bo1.- Light \\ as always n\l.
ardcJ :Ii a Jll}"
h'ri()u:i 
(.'l11l>lcl11. Clelll(,'ns 
\ll'x:ul<lrinu.. thinks that I '111 was (':111('(1 hy th ' ancients q w;, 
from the Nunc word si
nif'yin
 light.t fhe lamp" and l\1I1Jdahra..., of cur.iollõJ 
workman:-:hip, which wcre fuunJ in the b.!C'I'l1.1 (:cmderics of HonH', nU('...t tbe 
uo:age "hich pn'\'ail{'(l in the {'arli(,:--t timp., at the ("(.leLration of the Chri:.-tiall I11Y:--- 
t('ri(':-:.! In the mitltlle age..., thc lights in churt'lH's \\ cre an oc,,(
l...ion of \\"oll<lcrful 
magnifit'clll'C. ".. e r('ad that, in the til11e of Charlem:wlll', in the ehun'h of the 
mona"tcl'Y of ..\.nia, there was a IDultitude of lamp of pure sih'er, in the form of 
a croWIl, which lli.J to be lightetl \\ ilh oil on the fe:,tivaL;, which 60 illumillatt...l 
the dlOir, that in the uight the whole dmrch \\:l:i as light 3'5 in the day; aUtI he- 
fore the altar there \\ CI'C ",u:--pt'lHled :--('\'cu l:uH p" of the 1110:0'1 hc:mtiful aUtI :l:--toni:--h- 
iug wOl'km:lIl:--hip.
 l)ope \tlriau r. in the :-:amc :l
e, gave to the ehllrch of 
t. 
Peter a C3nùelaLra, which heltl, without coufu...ioll, thirtl'(lll hundred anù "\'enty 
tapers or lam!':,. The c1'o" Ib nnd ('hailJ:) from \\ hich lights were su...pendl'tl, werc 
oftt'n of 1>1II'C gold or 
ih-cr.1I The great crown.;; of !-ih'er, f!"Om which \\ CI'C 
Hl:--pt'lHll'tl thirtJ-:-:ix lamp
, hung without the choir ht'(ol'e thc crtl:--:., ilJ tll(' dmn.h 
of )10nte Ca:-:ino. Thl.'re \\elC tJwre hH.h.c to\\"(,I":, of light <'311('(1 Phari. a
 if to 
shine o\'er the ()('('an. !1'ortuuatu..:, Pau'i:m'h of Grao, in the ...cvcnth centnr
', 
gave two crown
 of light to the church of that i...land, which had ht. 'U (1(':"cl.t till 
thl' yeal" 5G.3, \\ hen Chri:--tÍ:1l1s fir:o-t sou
ht nIl a,,
'lum there from the LOl1gob..ll"tl
. 
J u each of these bUnJl'(l an hlllJtlred ealulld.** 
Xor was it only during the celebration of the R1cr{'(1 offk'Cs that ",ymholic 
lights burned; they "ere waintaincd p('rpetualIy, night and day, Lef()re the bl
- 
cd sacrament, before the image:'!, nntI Lt.forc the shrin' of the 
aints j- and a rt.'f- 
('rcnre to will:", and oth('r dO('uIHPllh of the mi<ldle a
, 
hoWs \\ ith what 7.eal 
devout }wrsons eontrilmtl'(l to tlae l'
lH'IJ"'(' iu('urn'(l hy them, lpaving oftPI) tlwir 
lands to the church for thi... exprc.. purpo:o-c. "Pale lamp of the ...aneluary," l'
- 
elaim
 a Fn'n('h popt, "why, in the ob...curity of the holy place, unpcrceived aud 
!'olital'Y, ('OU
UIllt'
t thou thy...plf ltef(n"e God? It is !lot h> dircct the "iug of 
prn)'er or of 10\'(', to give light, f('ehlc spark! to the eye of IIilll who m
ule the 
day. It is llut to di,:,pel dal.kuC;:).-; from the 
teps of his adorers. The vast nave 


· Thomas à Kl'mpis, ::;ermnnun PtlrS Ill. 2. t Prell, Lio. L c. G. 
t P. Aringùi nomn Suhterrnnen, p, 

2. 

 Vila S. Benedicli Abu. )It\hiHon, Acta S. Ord. Bence]. IV. I. 
I C'hronic. S. :\Ionnst. C'a..inensb, in cap, :!6. nolte. -':Chronic. Cac.inen!oi". Lih. IIl.c. 33 
..ltalia Sdcr",. ToUl. Y. 1101. 
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is only more obscure befure thy distant glimmering. AmI yet, symbolic lamp, 
thou gUal"de;:;t thy imIllortal fire, and unùer the brce.æ ofba::;ilicas, thou dost flic1",- 
el' befOl'e every altar, aud mine eye.; love to rc::;t sllspended on this ærial hearth, 
and I say to thUll, whom I eomprl'hemlllot, Je pious flames, ye do well. Per- 
haps, bright particles of t1.e immen:-ie creation, they imitate before his throne the 
eternal adoration. I;:; it thus, I::iay I to my soul, that, froIll the shade of this lower 
place, thou burnest, a flame invisible in presence of thy God? In the night of 
the sensible world, I feel that there is a point inaccessible to the obscurity of 
earth, a dawn on the hills, which will watch all the night long-a star which never 
s('t5-a fire which remains unextinguishetl, unconsUllled, in which incense can be 
at all times enkindlcll, to ascend in fragrance to heaven." 
The procession with litanies wno; a solellln symbol, employed in the ecclesiasti- 
cal offices from remote 
Hltiquity, as may be proyeù from Tertullian. In the first 
ages, churches wcre const ructeù wi th ai::;les for the processions, as expressly and con- 
stantly as with a sanctuary for the celebration of the eucharist.- 


"Densa triumphaìi video ]Jl"l\cul agmina. pompa, 
Atque l.Iilares placiùosque choros. 
Plurima parsllivt:is, variis pars altera fu]get 
Vcstibus nuratisque stolis. 
Jam sinuosa lcves rapuerullt stemmata venti, 
Jamque mic:mt pia signa crucis. 
Tartareas ClllÜti prope1lit imago phalanges, 
Et superi properant cives. 
Ordo sacerdotum vencrundaque turba can oris 
C'arminibus passim exultant. 
Jam dcvota sacris operitnr sccna viretis. 
Jam sanctæ resonant voces. 
Alternis precibu'! pueri, innnptæque puellæ, 
Atque senes, jllvencsqne cannnt.". 


Dante is reminded of such thing:;; on beholding a tribe of spirits in the other 
world :- 


-"::;llcl1 their step as walk 
Qllin.s, chantiug solemn 1itanics on earth." 


Behold that solemn proee
sioll thruugh the ai
les of the .Abbey Church of St. 
Germain! The huly virgius ill pure white robes, like very S3IJctity, and bearing 
bright tapers in their hands; crO\\"ds of holy laymen, the noble and the mechanic, 
side by sille, alike humble. alike de\"out; the ::;aintly stull eilts, the \'ellerable clergy, 
slowly moving along, singing their pensive melody through the dusk)" space, shed- 
ding radiance as they pa
.. along, while all around them lies in deep darkness. 
'Vhat an emblem is hel'e of the path of the ju..:t through earth's short pilgrimage. 
0, it is an impl'e';sive thing to mark the cotlnteoance of each one who glides be- 
fore you. There are ::;ume who walk, rapt like men in sleep, unconscious of all 


* Carù. Bou:l. de Di\ ina P
alm()d. :!

. 
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around tbem, cont"er..-ant c..oleIy" ith tIlt' internal vi..ion, in a rapture of an
elic 
thought. Xicola
 Flamel, whom \\ e ha,'c :--0 oft('n h:lll ()('Ca..ion to mention :t' ('OJJ- 

tantly t'mplo
'ing paillh.rs amI can'crs to :1I1"l"n p1:)('l'" in Paris with dc\'ont fig- 
ure..; .ulll in:o:cription:o;, e:ln"l.d tn he fl'IH'('''enh'd, on thp cemetery of the Iloly 
Innocents, a l)roc
ion in !'culpturt', nnder which \\ as writtcn, 


")bult plni
11l Dlt'\) procession, 

'ellc e
t ("ire en llévotioD.' 


. 
During the n
('S of f.'lit h, the pro(l't'",:--ion wa
 C'on..uIered an lß!Otitution of no !Omall 
import:U1ec, in an intl'llt:'('tual ami 
piritual point of ,.jcw. H('fore tho
e m)...tjc 
rlame
, which tsf'elll to [)(' lllinglt'(l with tlw :-upt.rnal luminarie ,--ømhll'ms of that 
!'tar which never é .
it \\ as thou!!ht that till' delu..Ï\'e mdeorb of f'orrllpt }J.1,,-..ion 
, wonl(1 t1ie nway, anI 1 he no more :--l'('l1. That pion
 ('rowd, !ootill illcrca
ing ßi it 
pmct'e..h'll, which pa"
ul on, \\ alking in ..ueh humhle glli...e nfff'l" the hll':--:--l'tl 
acl'a- 
ment, \\"a"i in k'ooth a !-uLlimc I"pel'ladc, as exhibiting tn the "yc of the \\orld a 
multitude uf mt'n who 
ught to follo\\ their c
lC:)tial King, hungering amI thir
t- 
in
 after him. "I:4i !Ount viri !-:111Cti, facti nmici Dei," i
 the in\.o]untal'Y h'sti- 
munt'
. of all who 1)I.hold t 11t'1II. 
1I('11 \n'rl' tll(, ("()nq ucwr:o; :nltl fri('ml, (If (;od. who, 
ùe
pi
iug the onl('rs of triumpha/lt priuCt..., de..t'rn.d (.tcmal rC<'OIll})(,Il't'. 
,rhetlwr thi:, ghostly triumph- () \'em'rable, from the a.... iatioll
 CIIIHl('('tec:J 
with it, 
o in
piring, from the :--ùlemn truth:; which it "ymLo}jrnlJy ",}mc1ow..<l forth 
-('omlu('t.(l to
:m('tiry ß/ul illuminate the he01l"t, no OI1t', who worthily joiu('(1 ill it, 
ww.; en'I' fOHml ,1i:--po:O:l'il to (plt'
tion. It was while tllll:i 'lowly lIloving alon
, 
:o;tep hy 
tl'p, with the 1U1iltinHIe of bdien>rs. ha\'ing the eYe::! Lent upon th
 ground, 
antI the cars charmed with an une.uthly rnclot1y, that mt'll felt tlwir minds im- 
pre..;'<'tl with a new !"t'n..e of the mY:o'tt'rioll": and 
npt'rnatural side oflife. ThclI it 
was that tlu>y 1Il('(litah'd on the (.ternal )"('ar:--, ('ontra..(('(1 with tll(' liltl > !-P:U'P that 
remained to them of that mortal (':\.:
tence, the 'lpproaching ('1)(1 of whieh !,cl'llll'tl 
to be proclaimed by the \'ery stolle:, Lencath their feet. The earth on which they 
trod seemed tn utter the IImucric 1.....on, 


0'" 7CJ.p tpv'\'\CûY rlVE
J TOI
ðE lCal tiJ1'ðpwy.. 


Procl'ððions he:o'idt.s the..(', uuivcr!"ally oh....rve(1 h
' the Church, tJ,,('d to he cele- 
brated in particular places, in con
('q ueIlec of r he fOIil/dation:-- made by pri vat · clpvo- 
tiOll. .At Caen it being the custom for cvery h-allt'r in the market to give a peuny 
to God, or more, aecording to his devotion, each trade 
lected one member eVf>I'Y 
year, who was to re<-eive this money, Rnl) on the da
' of Pente('o..t tht're wa-; made 
a solemn proce
siol1 of all thc tra(l(.
, from the chuf('h ..f 51. l>ett'r to the church 
of St. Xicholas, and each hore a grt'at taper, to which wag ßttached a' many 
('rown') as had been recei\9ed from that trade in the course nÍ the year, in order, 
by this public display, to {'xeite the people to mercy and charity to the poor j and 


· lJ. V _I 14". 
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after making the circuit of the church and cemetery ofDt. Sicholas, the pr
1U11 
was to return in the same order, and thc tapers were then to be given up to the 
Hõtel Dieu."*-In the year 1412, at the gf'neml procession of the IIoly Innocenh.;, 
there were a hundred thousand Parisiall:-; who walked barefooled.-So .lear to m
'1J 
in the middle ages were these affectillg solemnities that we find thl'm oh
ervecl 
even in camps, between the conten<ling ho
t
. The de
criptioll which Ta
so gives 
of the procession before the walls of J eru
alem, is taken from h i
to:'ical fact". 
Hpre first the clergy are seen leading the vall, followf'd by the mighty duke, walk. 
ing alone, after the manner of princf's ; then come the barons and knights, two 
by two, all chanting the litany, ill\'oking the hle
setl Trinity, and Chri!'t's deal' 
mother and St. John, the holy angels with the elected twe]w', the martyrs, con... 
fessors, and those whose writings teach the certain path that lead
 to heavenly bliss, 
and hermits also, with cloistered nuns, who pray UpOll their beads. Singing thus 
with easy pace, thus ordered they pass along-while the deep caves and hollow 
mounts give round about them a thousand echoes.- 


"It seem'd some choir, that sung with art and skill. 
Dwelt in those savage dens and shady ground j 
For, oft resounded from the hanks, they hear 
The name of ChristslJd of his motlu'r dear, 
Lpon the waUs, the Pagans, old and )'O\mg, 
Stood bush'd anð stin, amalell and amazed 
At their g-rave order and their humble song; 
At tbeir strange pomp sud customs new they gazed : 
And wben the sbow they had beholden long, 
An hideous yell tbe wicked miscreants raised, 
That with vile blasphemies the mountains boar. 
The woods, the waters, and the vaUeys roar. 
But yet with sacrerl notes the hosts proceed 
Though blasphemies th(>)' hear and cursed tbings: 
80 with Apollo's barp Pan tunes Lis reed. 
80 adders hiss where Phi10mcla sings. 
Nor fl)'ing darts nor stones the Christians dread. 
Nor arrows shot, nor quarries cast from sJings j 
But with assured faith, as dreaòing naught. 
Tbe holy work begun to enrl they brought."t 


With respect to the matcI.ial gl'anùeur of these spectacles, some jdea may bP 
formed by those who ha\'e \'isited Catholic countries c\'cn in our times. At tile 
procession in ::\Iilan on St. Charles's day, several \'ast antique crucinxes, of solid 
silver covered with gola and jewels, and va
t c3wllcsticks, of gothic and most 
exquisite workmanship, are borne along. In the ,-ear' 11 Ðl, took place the cons{,'- 
cration of the Church of St. )1ary de Flumine, at Ferentinum, which is a town in 
old Latium, upon a hill near the Latin way. In the procession were borne 
numerou
 lighted torches. twentv silver thurihles, twelve silver crosses, and four 


· De Bourgueville Recherches et Antiquitez de Normandfe, J iv, II. 40. 
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rf'1 iqll:tJ"if'
. * To ol>'f'r\'p what a :-:f'1l
(, wag 
'IH'rall)" ('utf'rtaiuf'<} of t It(' :-o}"mbol ic 
J1U':tning of the pn)('(':",:",ion, \H' :oohonld p,'ru:' the :uwit'ut \\ ritin r:", awl the di:--- 
('oUl'S('
 whidl \\ pre on :-:IWI& ()('('a...ions :ult1rt.."t'tl t n the })("t.lp1e, many of whieh 
('ontain þa-.....a
('. vf t''\.u-aordillary heant.r. "I nlt'rio,' J".u('l.....ion
 Wf' :oohould ah\ ay 
m:lkl'," !o>.:l)'S Hit'hard of :::;t. Y'iNor, "hllt ('hit'tty in thi:-- :ooo1l'lUnit), which b pr
- 
,S('nt!-,1 ht'fc'l"e u:--.,.t N. Bpl'nartl 
P(':l

 a
 fc,llo\\.. :- 
.'The PI"It,\':":ooion \\ hidl \\ta 31'(' :tbollt to ('(.Ichratl' ""pplit
 II
 with many 
llbj('"t- 
for r('mar
. "
e are this tlaY ahout tn t'Cld)l'ate a } )f\)(' it Ill , allli short Iv aft'
1" it 
.. . 
\\ e :--hallllt'3r tllf' pa'...ion. ,rhat mcau
 thi
 ..tr..mg ' \ UJujllnction, or what \\ ere 
0111" J'atllt'l"s' thou
hts in :u1tlin
 tIlt' pa:o\..ion to tl... PNX'(.......ion? }"'or the pfOC('..- 
bion 1"t'lu"':O\f'nH \\ hat wa
 dOl)(' tlti
 day, lam1 why j... the p.......ion :u1t1t"(l whieh .Iitl 
Ilot f(,llow till tit, :-öixth feria '/ \\ï.....y is the I':L:-ö:,ion :u1<<l."(1 to tlU' pro' ' ..:ion, 
that we may It':lrn to place uo t
H1fi(lel1l'C in any joy of this \\orl,), :ooill ''''Orro\\ i::l 
tilt' l'lId of 
1a,llle-..., ntHI that our pro--p.'rity may not :-öIaJ' us ]i
c fc)(,l
, hut that 
in pro:-;Iwrou... W(' llIay 1M' milu)ful of ,,\'iI (by:-., a.. a1..u ('ou\'('r:--t'ly. For the 
pr(.:-;t'lit S('('IIt' i
 llIi
.'t1 "ith hoth. not ollly to 
t"('ular nwn, hut al...o to :oopil"itual. 
Therefun', \\e have to imitate' uur L')f'(I':, humility ill the proc. . ..:ion, awl his 
l'atit'n ,ill the pa.....:-;ion. But \\hyditl our Lor,) \\i...h to ha,'ctl...pr ....:,iun, "hen 
ht' 
1lt'W th:It Iii.. pa..:o:ion \\ouM:o-o !-o'þ(1Il follow 'I P.-rhap:-., that the pa....ioll mh
ht he 
mOl't' biUt.r \\ hi('h hatllH't'li prt'('t'tJt.tI hy till' Iu'()("(.:oò..ion. O! \\ hat :I. f'olltra4 1)(,- 
hH't'n 'tollt', tolI(', f'1'u('ifigl' ('Ulll ;' ami '1
'IU"li"tu, (lui \"('\lit ill 110m ill ' Domilli, 
)a 0:-.;11 111:1. in t'x('t,I
i;o:.' ,\ hat a ("ontra...t hd\\ 'II 'Kin
 of I...r:1l'I,' and'" 'huvp no 
h.i\l
 hut C:c..ar.' 'fhat a coutra..t LetW("('1l tlu' 
n'f'n hral)('Ilt'
 and the f'ro:oo.., he- 
t\\"l"('11 t II(' flowt'r:-; awl till' thorn..' hf't \\ ("('n 
tn'wi n
 t Ill'i I' own v,.:-t m(,lIt.. fOl' hi Ill, :lIHI 
t-tr'ippillg him ofhi
 own amI ("a...tin
 lot.. fi'r tlwlIl ! ..\IHI now in thi:-- pr
':-ö
iol1 to- 
day tht."re:Ire dUN' who go hd"n', tho:,c \\ Iw folio" Clur Lord, amI tho' who wal1... 
hy hi
 si,I(', 1"I.t' fil't art' tlwy who pr('pm'(' the way fur th.' Lord to your lll'a11",wh,) 

lIide )"Ou :nul (Iin'('t )"ollr :--kp
 jn tlw way of 1'(':1('('. Tilt" 
.,(,,(HI(I art' tho:-(' wh", 
ht'in
(,olls('iuu:, oftll(.il" oWIi \\t'akllf''''
, fi,lIow (I.-\"outly :111(1 trt':ul ill tlU' f,þ()t..tPp,.. of 
tlw':)Û that "alk l)f.fc'n'. TII(' thil"), who :ullU'I"f' to hi
 :o.itl(', :Ire tlu . who dIu 
 
the 1.....;( part, who Ii\.e flnl
. to G,,(), awl ("J!I..idt'1" hi'i pl'-&l.--un'. But l)f'h,,1tI all are 
in tlu' 1""J("":oo
iol) of our T Iml, :Hit) no Ollt' I'-f"'
 hi., f:u't'; fc'r tho..;.. who hpf
m' are 
('u
a
f't1 ill prf'parill
 tit.. way, 
olieitou,,; uhollt tl1t' tlaug('I':'Ò of otllt'l":--, a",1 tlu-y 
who fèJIlow ('anllot Ity UIIY IIlt'an:; :-oPt' hi
 fa,.t'. Tho
 who :(1"(' at his 
itle can 
!-hllwtillw:-; 
(.... him, hilt only hy g131lt'('s awl uot ron.;tantly or funy, :-0 IOI1
 a
 tll('
' 
an' (1) tht' miY. Thu
 it mu..t 1)(', fc)r 110 man shall N,-t> me aIH1Ii\"l'. I shall not 
he :o.l't'n, ht' 
")':', in this lift- ; no Ollt' shall !oòt't' lilY fa(',' in thi:, way, in this pn)("(':-,- 
f,lon. Ther('fi)re, may Ilc o( hi., goodm.:oo... ('lIahl<, II,.; 
o to p('r:-ö('\'..r(' in hi.. procc:;- 
sion while we liv(', that in that grr'at pn > o..;ion wlwn II(' will ht' I'p('t.iv('tl with all 
that an' l)i
 hr God tlJe Fatlwr we lIIay tlc"'l'n'e to l'nh'.. tlU' 1\t)1
' ('it
. \\ ith him, 


· Itaha 
aCI"1\. y, 6j!). 


t N,'rmn in nil' P:Lqrll:l. 
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who liveth and reigneth for ever amI ever. Amen."* Again, on the festi\9al of 
the Purification, he 
peak
 of tl.lC l'l"OCe
SiOll thu
. "In the procession of thi
 day" 
we fo:hal1 walk two by two as a sign of fraternal charity and :-iociallife. A solitary 
person intrudiug him:-;elf would disturh the proce
:5iou, and trouble both himself 
amI others, symbolical of tho
e who separate them
elves, caring nut to oh;erve the 
uuity of the spirit in the bond of peace. 'Ve shall all carry lighted tapers in our 
hands, lighted from the holy fire of the altar, and these represent good works; 
mul that humility mar be practised, the last are first, and the first last in the 1'ro- 
cl't'sion, f(>r the boys and tho:o:e of lea!-'t huuOl- are to ",-alk hefore. Àud in the 
proce

ion no one can stand still, hut all must continue to move forwards as in 
the way of life, where nothing can remain in the same state."t Thus speaks 
Bel'nard, and thus through hi
 lips speak the ages of blessed thirst, so that this 
solemn walk of choirs was grateful alike to understanding and to sense. 


CHAPTER rv. 




FTER considering the divine symbolism of the sacred offices, we are nat- 

 :\
 orally leù to lJhilOôophize respectillg the ecclesiastical music which was 
r B 
 found such sweet mediciue to moderate the thirst of human soul:,:, amI 
W- prepare them for the refreshing streams of ju;;.tice. l\Iusic, like paint- 
+ ! + ing, as a fine art, is a new art, for as we owe per
pecti ve painting and 
the infinite exaltation of the modern over the ancient art to the paint- 
tings of the Catholic Church, so we are indebted to the ecclesiasticallllusicians for 
harmony. Approach we now to contemplate altars bright with amaranth and gold, 
and vaults that breathE' ambrosial fragranæ, and holy words that in the blessed 
spirits elect, Few
e of new joy ineffable diffuse, and bacred song that wakens rap- 
tUI"<' high; no voice exempt, no voice but well can join melodious part, such COll- 
conl is in faith. In all ages men ha\'e been convinced that music was a thing 
divine and belonging- to the wor:-;hip of God. ::\[aximus of Tyre enforces this 
<.lo('h-ine.! Strabo båY
, that music is the work of God.
 Pythagorag, that he 
might keep his mind always imbued with the divinity, used always to sing and 
play on the harp before going to rest, and in the morning. He also ascribed im- 
purtance to it in respect of education.1I Socrate!', when of venerable age, did not 
disdain to learn the principles of nlUsic with boy:,. Plutarch" who calls it. the uni- 


· Dominic. in Ramis Pa1. Serm. II. 

 Lih. X. Geograph. 


t Id. in Puritlcat. Serm. II. 
I .J ambJicl1. 13. 
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\"cr
l tWil'I)('f', * :-o.IY", that tlac L'\('('(1pI1HHli:U1
 pai(l 11)01"<> rf'g':trfl to mu
ic th311 to 
their fc.Jlxl. rill' J1III:--it' (If th.. ancil'l1t
, whidl l,.,.'
all ill tl'llIplt.:oo, '\;1:-- J"(,
:11'l1''41 ß'" 
tllc E-OU)"('C of l"i\"ili7.cuioll. Platu arlll a\ri:--todt' lIIaintailll'tl thut lIIu:ooi.. u.... :111 l'''- 
H'mial p.ut of tIll' l"(lueatiull of youth.t PlotillU" thought thut Ly mn..i,. nll'n Wl'r 
 
Ie(l to (jOlt (
lIilwtilian 
.:.ly", that mu:--U' i,.; ('()\)joil1t' c l "itl, tl... knowlf'tIJ!'f' of di- 
vine thin

, tllat tilt. \\ i
( ...t nH'1l \\"('1"" !ootutlioll'" (If IIII1..i(', ancl tlsat ir filrrllf'41 part 
of thc t'(11H'atioll of yoarh from tIll' ,by
 of ('hit"oll and a\,.hille- to that tilllc. t 
(,iecm (lh",.,'"t'''; tIlt' brcn(,I':11 opinioll of th' r: ek.., that tlu' hi rlU'
t enulitioll wa
 
ill 1lH1<.:i(", 
o that Epalll i lIontlaCi tli ' prim"t., lIP :--:lY", uf c; t"(.('t"t., \\ a.. 
k i1]('(1 in play ing 
upon tlw IIItP alltl in :ooilll!in
, :ifill Tllf'mi..tu(.lc'-4 \\ IWII III' (l,,('lillt'd to pIa)' at a Ilan- 
qtlt't was l"on..itl(.t.,..] on that :u't'o1lnt I(...
 1t":1I'1II"1. \\luM,,','r wa
 ignorant ofJ1lu..if' 
was regarc.lt"(1 as ,I,.ticit.nt in l('arni n
. 
 Tilt' l'arl y f:lt ht'l
 rt'lIla rk('tl tilt' ,'''(', IIt'I1{'4' 
of Illu!'ic in it
 adaptation to the IlIlman !o-oul. "The :--('i('IH'C t,f 111\1:--1(","' :0>:1)'.. t;l. 
_\ugu..tin, hi
 prohably thcF("lclu...> tlfUlo,'ill;: \\"pIl tl... milllL"ïl "To :--illg:uul ft) 
"hallt p
:11m..,"' &'lit It ht', "i
 t IH' lm:--i IH..... of lll"("
:" "X ot h i II
;' :OO:l
'
:'t. ("I: r)':--o:--- 
1'0111, '":-on P":llt:i the milHl ami gin
 it a.. it \\t'r,' \\"ill
:-:, 
c) (Iplin'r... it f..nUl the 
e:lrth, mill looM'II" it from thl' bond:i tlf tilt' hotly,..o ill
pil"f.'
 it with th ,Io,'c ufwi..;- 
(10m, alltl tìll:oo it with :--u,.11 di:-,(bin fcll" tilt' thiug-4 (,fthii Jife a
 mp]()(1y "fill(' n'r..,.o; 
allll the I'\\"P(.tllt":--"; ofJlol
' :-oollg.".. TIlt' \"ngu(\ illdpH'rmiIU'(1111).
ft'rioll" (.h:II":It'h'r 
of lIIu..;ic tlt.tìf':"\ a)) (.x:u.t iIlH'llU"t,.tatiun, hilt f..." that ,'pry r"a"oll it :lfllllirahl
 l'f'P- 
r(' ' 'llts the ill t(',.iol' lIIan. 'fh...t Iwr it tit row,. tilt' ,..oul i lito a l"f.'v,.ry flill of nol,ll' 
IUt.bnchol), or illto all ,.mlm..ia:--tic rapt un', no urt hannuni.l"'" :--'J man dlou..ly with 
the !'l'ntilllt'llt and i(I'a of illtillit
" :lnll with tl... r<'lations of God amI man. c"Iu- 
!"it', likc po('try, i
 a JOIJ
i n;: tI(,..:i "(' whit.1t ('lIarme; :11111 CV('II 
f'i.lf
 UpOIl tIlt' ""Oil J 
\\ ith a lIIagit'al PII\\ f'I', I 11 mll
i(';" (.olltiIlW.... }'J"I'(Jt'ri('k bchl('tr,'l, "a... in (}Ilwr 
arb, the high,'r ami the t'artltl
', like t-oul a 1111 ho(ly, m'" hound to onc anotlH'r. 
The he<l\"{.nly Ion
ing ,) . ire a lit I tit 'C'J.rthly ar 'oftcn in..pparahly hll'ml("(1 to!!ptJlt'r 
in Olll' tOlIt', a
 i8 tllP C"a..c al
tJ \\ ith tIlt' fir.--t :-t'ntinu'nt... of)"o1Jth."tt Ho\\" 1,..:lUti- 
full
' <Ioes Shakt'
pt'art' 
'pn'''..nt tl11' (,m'd tlf ("'f-II the liJ!ht('Jo't II III" it' upon milul... 
('lIutcmplati\'e, in the 

'nf' ()(.t\\"t'l'11 .\micn:-- :L1lI1.T:lcqU 'oj, Whl'll the former l"('!H.'3t . 
that 
ollg which begin' with 


"Undf'r th
 
reenwood tree 
Who I()v
s to lif> with me, 
.\n<1 tune bis merT) noh', 
t:nto th
 to" 'ct hird's throat:' 


_\ntl .TaNJ.ul'
 !"ay
, immediatply, "
Iore, I pr"ytlu'I' mo
'." "It will make> ).ou mcl- 
an('holy, )ron!'ipur J3('que..:," rq)lit" .Amit.us. "I th:mk it," ('rit:-- hi:-- frit'Ut1. 
"){o"", 1 Pl",ytllt.'c lllor..:' I t-:m ma1-.e auy 
onl! 
'i('hll11f'l:lI)('hol)'. .. 
(on'" J p..'y- 
thee more." 
till the other i:, loath. c. '[
" '"(lice i... rllg"g"f'tl, [ know it t".annot pl(.a:--,' 


· Lib. (h' )[I1",ic. 
I Lilt.!. tit. )[u::.ico. 


t Conviv. 111" I t'!,dhll", \ïI. Politi,'. 
... 
('r"l. a:;. .. 110m. in P... oft. 


1 Lilt. I. 10. 
 Tu!'C'ul. 1. 2. 
t+ })}lIhNlphit. cler 
pr,if'h
.l:?L 
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you. The answer is the 
ame. "I do not desire you to please me; I do desire 
JOU to :;illg; come more; another stanza." The philu
uphers of the middle age 
think it 110t too much to affirm that a love ofmu..ic has a counection with a love of 
justice; for tilt:' plmsure of mu
ic 3l'i
es frplIl fillding that ('vpry thing moves ac- 
cording to order, amI that tht're is no di:-õarrangellient 01' di:,cor<l. In fact, as X 0- 
valis says, "...\.11 enjoyment is Illu:,ical,"* awl for the 
ame reason, sinee the original 
thir
t of man is for justice. Great were observed to be the effects of IIHl
ic. S1. 
Albertus, a mOlJk, while he was a secular in the world, being present at a certain 
play with its mnsic respecting the life and conver
ation of St. Thpohald, was sud- 
denly by di\"ine grace foiO filled with compunction, that he began from that honr to 
lead a life of great 
allctity.t St. Ansbertus, a monk, ana Bi
hop of Roucn, while 
as yet a layman, and living in the court of the king, hearing some instruments 
of music said within hilll
(.lf, "() glorious Creator, what will it be to hear that 
song of the angels who 100'e thee, which is to sound for ever in the celestial courts! 
IIow sweet amI admirahle will be that chorus of saints when you ordain that 
the 
ounds of a mortal voice, and the skill of human instruments, :-;hould be 
able to excite the minds of the hearprs to prai:-;e thee <levoutly, their God and 
Creator." "
hen I was at I 
(lme, I heard a young and noble Englishman, a man 
of ble
sed life, and now of saintly ordpr, expre::;s the same feeling
 on hearing 
music in the street. Gerard says of St. _\dalhard, Abbot of Corby, that he 
wu:; con
tantly of such a sweet intention to\\"ar<1:-; God, that if while a:,
isti\}g at 
the royal ('ollllcil he lward melody, he had it not in his POW<'1' to refrain from tear:-; ; 
for all sweet mu:-;ic seemed to remind him oftl)(' sweetness of his celestial country.! 
St. Dunstan, while a youth, withdrew from the world to devote himself to music, 
and to the meditation of celp
tial harmony.
 
"They who Ion' God," says St. John Climacus, "are excited by secular and 
spiritual Bongs and melody to joy, and divine love, and to tears, although they who 
an" addicted to pleasure may collect from them matter of perdition for them- 
seh'es.1I O
bert, in his life of St. Dun!'tan, relatps that the holy archbishop had 
recalled many from the turhulent affairs of the worM by means of his musical 
science. Brother Pacifi(., one 0..' the first disciples of St. FraucÏs, had been cele- 
brated while ill the world fur his musical science, amI the holy Fathel' employed 
him to in
truct the other l>rethren in !"inging the hymn of the Sun, which he had 
composed in honor of Goò.; for he wished that they should always ::;ing it after 
theil' :,prIllOn!ôl, and that they should teU the people tl,('y were Goel's mu:,i('ian
, 
amI that they wished no otlwr paympnt for their mu:-õic but to beh01<l them doing 
penan('e for tlwir 
in:-i. Grie\"ous enmity exi:4ed hetwePll the Li:,hop and the 
governor of _\

isil!ll1. :--\1. Francis deputp(l two of his friars to present them- 
selves before the governor, aull.invite him on his part to repair, with as many 


* Schriften, II. t Surius" 7 .å.prllis. 
t Yita S. Aòalhnrdi. :MabiUon Acta S. Orò. Bened. Sæc. IV. p. 1. 

 O!>bcrt, )Ionachus Cantuar. in ejus vita. I Graù. XV. 
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I't'1""'OIl:O; a:-; he ('oultl ('o]]t"(.t 1 to tIlt' hi..hop'.. hou""1 wh itJlt'r lit' h:Hl .It'}mtt'li t\\"o 
u:hers to appri:"t' the hi
hop. "llt'n all \\"t're a..--t'mhh.d, the friar:o. :--ai.I, "Loftis 

ul(l hrt'th1"('n, ht..lo\'l"(l in J t.'
I1:) Chri
t,- Fatl,,'r Fr:lllt"i..; l)t'in
 pf(',"('ntptl hy sil'kIH_-."s 
from ('oming IlI'rp in pt'r
.m, Ila:i 
t'llt II"; here to I'oill
 a f':lIIticJe whi('h II<' hib ('om- 
po....t1, :ultlllt' implol"t... you to li..tt'li to it .1t'Yollt1
..,. Then tIH'Y ('OlI1mc'lu"('t.l thi
 

;Ollg, to whi..h t\t. FraJwi:-; hall Utl.l.'tl U Hrophl' appropriatt' to tilt' ()('('a...iou. 
The I!'()\'prnor 114':11..1 tlll'lI1 \\ ith h:,I1t1., joillt't.1, Ulltl .'Y.'" rai"I't1 to IU'll\"('II, w("('pin. r . 
""hen tilt')" 11
1l1 fini..;hl't.l' Ill' pr.}fc.....t'tl hi
 d' ire tn be rl'(,'ullcik...l with tIll' hi..h- 
op, \, hu on his I'oille only ]:UlH'lIt('t1 tllat }u' h:ull1ot ht'('1) thr fir--t to "how an '.x 
:Imple (lfhlllnilit
.. '1'11C'1I tI....,. ('mhr:u't'tl alHI ki.....'tl (.a..h otht'r, mutually (Ie- 
mawIin1; for
iYt.IU''''', :lIul fillil1g- tl. ,IM.llOl.I('I' with wun.],'r a 111 1 joy . * 
,. 
[u
il'," !-ay.. ('a..:o;i( Ion..., "t1i:,pds :-:orro" , !--ooth. Ullt!'l'r, ...oft{'ns ('rlwlt
., t'x('ite' 
to a('tivity, !-:UI('tifi. 
 tIlt' quit.t (If ,.igi]..., r.'(':})),,; !U1'11 from !-hal1H'fullo"C' tt) <'l1a...ti- 
ty, hy tIlt' :--\\('t't(...t raptllrt' ('
p..l..; tIlt, (li
t':I.....", uftlw mincl, :u..l 
 .otlw.., thron
h 
tllP IIH'tlium of th.. ("orp"rt'al N.'II
'
, tilt, iU('twpon'al :-;onl."t Tlwy "lao \\"onM 
,hwll 011 this 
ul
t't,t, may ('ou:-onlt(,lemt'II" .\1t.\.:t1HIriun..;! ,JII..tin )[arr
T.
 nf't1c';11 
.Tohn of 
:J.li:-ohury, wh.. pay..; :J. trihntt' to tI... lIohl(' lIatnrp m..l 3(lmirahll' p"opt'r- 
tit'S of mn..iC'; "'il1iam (If Pari,.. ;** nlUl .\.thana....in.. Kir('hpr Fn1cI,'n
i
.tt 'fany 
:\11(1 intert.:,ting arc the rdl.'(.tiulI... (If tlat.' nn('it'llt
 with r('''}wct to tilt' prillt'ip]l'
 
alltl tlpplil':J.tiul1 of JllII:-oit'. P]ntar(.h ('xplailh a !-oa
.illg- of :111 ( i(l',ity, "Lo\"c' t:llwht 
mu
it',"tr 011 th.. grouu.1 :uloph'tl by thc Platoni..t.., who tan ,ht that ]0\"(' \\":1.. :hc 
111a
tl'r of all nrts antI :o-eicllt....:--. Th('()phra...tu:o, !>o:IY
 that mu..j(' ha...; tht"f.c prin- 
..i ple:-o-"grief, I']
nl'l', :Hul tIlt' (Ii\' il1(' j lI..pj rat ion." If om. 
p.l('C \\"('r(' not too 
limitc"(I, one wOlll(1 he tc'mptc'tl to ('o11('(.t 
on1C' illtl'r(....tillt!' cl..t:1il
 1"t'''I.c'(.tin
 the 
.]it1ì'rl'lIt },illtl..; ofal...it'lIt lIIu..i.., amI tIlt' u:--C tt) whi('h mt.h was d''t,U!('.I :Ipp]imblc'o 
It apl){':J.rs that the Doria II, "hit' It ('orrt'''pomI('C] with our ('hun'h mu..i(. g'(,I)('raIly, 
W:1S t)N'IIU'(1 prop..'r fO(. thc' (>(lucatiol1 of yout It; that tIlt' ] r
'pc"lorian, whi..h :--('('II1S 
to anl'\\"t'r mort' parti('uJarly to ollr Y(':-opt'r t-train.., \\":1'" r:ltht'r:"oothill
 ; alii 1 tlar"('- 
f.u'c the Pythagort'an.. '1:01('(1 it in tlH' t'vt'nill!; to appt'&l:--t' till' (-:trc'.. of tht' milUl, 
though 
\ristotl(' 
t
.Il''': it magllifil"('nt, ('oll:-ot:1nt, awl gra\'('.

 1t W.L..; (
l]]t'tl II
- 
\)odori:m :1:0; heill
 not gr('atly nOl'ian. TIll' Plar
'g-ian IDu..;i(' W:t..: marlial; I :twl, 
wl.at i.. '.(,I'
' rc.mal'kahlt', hot II Plato 3ml .\I'i..rotl(' int..r(Iic.t.'t1 it..: 'N' to yond.. 
Tilt' JI.'î,ophrygiau wa.. :ItIn1atory awl attra('ti,"C', :11111 :"lIilt'tl to nn
ral,I.. miIlCI... 

\.ri4otll' sa)"s that ito.; dfl'('r.. arC' like intoxi('atiou.-II" '1'1.(' L
.tliml W.IS tIlt' lIlu...ip 
ofpll'a..m'p; mul )"..t Hwh i
 tlU' in}If'f"('nt dignity oflUan'
 :"41nl, frolll whi..1t notJ.in
 
(-:111 tllta1J
' hani..1t tI.e rl'lIlt'mhr:uIC't' of it... f:lll, that, n
 Plato :t,,
'rt('tl, it wa.. :-:,,1 
ulIllp1aiutivp.*** It wa
 this whit.h wa:-, t-aid to rt'sc,uutl in the }:I
':"i:lII ficlù:o-.ttt 


· Les (,hroniquf'
 fi.... Frert.. Jlinf'urt( Lh.I. c. 11ft 
t Strnmat. YI. 
 Qu 107. I 1..11. el(. 'Iu..ica 
.11 D,. rninrt(o. Par... IT. (':Ip. 20. tt Lih. III. .\rtis Jlnl!nt'licß. 


 :-"'C If1th ProbleJII. II Clem('n
 .\],.
. 
trf)m. YI. -.- 
.... Ill. de Rcpuh. ttt Prn}\l'rt. LiL. 1 V. Elt,:,;. Y I L 


t Lih. J I. \' fir. Fl'. 40. 
-, Lih. I c. 6. Polier.H. 
U :", mpo!' 1 ih.1. 
:-'t'e 19th Problem. 
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So 3:,..;o('iatpd i
 mdaneholy with the highest joy, that the Hypolydian was decided.. 
ly tearful, and haiù to ari:;e from devotion and gladne
s; the 1!ixolyùian produced a 
tlo11ble effect, for it excitp(] men to joy, but immediately recalled them to <.:mlness. 
It was this which the ancient
 u:oioed in tragedy. The::e seven tone
 were all rec- 
ognized by the Pythagoreans.* In accordance with St. Augustin anù the early 
Fathers, St. Thomas, and all the noble geniuses of the midùle age, are the faith- 
ful echo of the ancients, and agree with their opinion respecting the divine origin 
of m u:-iic. 
The importance attached to it in the middle ages, may be collected from va.. 
riou8 contemporary author
, such as Habanus l\Iaurus;t Isidore;t Rupertus 
Abbas;9 an author mif'taken for Bede; and Richard of St. 'VIctor. II '"'lncent of 
Beauv:lis says that music is joined not only to speculation, but also to morality, 
for that there is llothing so proper to humanity as to be affected by it, and that 
no age is exempt from its influence; '1i and John of Ful<1a says, that all the Ro- 
mall Pontiffs were either musicians 01' men who delighted in music. Raban goes 
so far as to say, "This discipline is 
o noble and 
o u
eful, that he who is without 
it cannot properly fulfil the ecdc:,ia4ieal offiee.-'Qllicquid enim, (he adds,) in le<.'- 
tionibus decenter pronunciatur ac quiequid de psalmis suaviter in ecc1esia modu- 
latur, hujus disciplinæ scientia ita tpmperatur, et non solum per hanc legimus et 
psallimus in ecclesia, immo omue servitium Dei rite implemus.' For musical dis... 
cipline," he continues, "is <1ifi'used through all the arts of our life in this manner. 
First, if we keep the commandments of our Creator, and with pure minds observe 
his law; for it is proved that whate\"er we f'peak, or with whatever sentiment we are 
internally moved by-the pulsation of veins, is associated by musical rythm with the 
virtues of harmony. Ifwe observe a good conversation, we prove ourselves as
oci.. 
ated with this discipline; but when we act sinfully, we have no music."**-" Sine 
lllusic.a," says I..,idore, "nulla disciplina pote8t es:,e perfecta: nihil enim est sine 
illla."tt In the miò<1le ages, kings had their musician
, great nobles their mu- 
sicians, towns their musicians. J\Iusic was deemed part of liberal erudition. It 
was treated upon by Bo
thins, Sp\'erinus, Bprno, Otho, 8t Gregory tbe Great, 
Thcogerus, Cosmas, 81. John Da:oiomascenus, Guido of Arezzo, and many others.* 
In the f(mrth century, the ecclesiastical music became more artificial than it had 
been in the infant church ;

 hut it was 81. Gregory the Great who was thechieC 
author and promoter of the choral song, called fl'Om him Gregorian or Romall 1 
which was propagated throughout the whole western Chun.h. This, which was 
richer and more \yariegated than the ancient Gal1ican psalmody, was a prccious 
remnant of the ancient Greek music, which had l'etained much of its origillal 


· Card. Bon:
. de Divina Psalmodia.. 431. t De Inst. Clerical. HI. 2-1. 

 !n Lih. Rpg. v. 17. I Dt' Contemplate. v. 17. 
Cj :::'pcclllulll Doctriuale J Lill. X\ïlI. cap. 
. 
**De I nstitlltinnt' Clericorllm, Lih. JI T. cap. 2-1. 
H Gerbert, de Caniu et )11I,ica Sacra Præf It. 


t Origin. Lib. II__ 


. tt Etymolog. Lib. III. 


 Id. rom. I p. 240. 
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beauty. 
t. Gn'gol"J foulllll'tl a ;o;duoll'Åpl"l.:....:ly to tp.l('h it, ami ('ompil. tl boo)..... 
'" ith 1I0tt.... to pl'rpt'tuate it. \r e iilhI nlU...il'al t-kill, j u il1l'tl with (,'xad jllll
III,,"t 
in divine fU)"stcriC:o', rl'('koUl't1 :HUO))'" thc fIualities of TÁ'O I I., Bi
hop of Pall'r- 
111,1, in th
 M,'n>nth <'CnÍllry. * ])lIrin
 
t. nl"\'
()r)"8 time th\.' dillm) :Ollng wa:, 
intro<lu<X..J into Eng-Iarlll Ly 
to 
 \ n
u:-,t i Il, a." J ulm the dP:U.'tHl relah...... 1 k.dc is a 
witfU,...., that, in tll(' lIIon:l:->tl'ri('s of Brit:tin tll(' divine offi('c wa'l ..ung a:-. in 
t. 
I)('tcr's at UUlIlt'. t ðt. Tlwodorc of Canterbury mul St. "ïlfrid of York \\ ere 
gl"('at patron..; of thi.. nr

or'ian !'()J)g. Tn th(' 
'('".lr 7-17', in thc Council ofCI{)\.. 
110<-, . heft' "ert-' clet,f('(" fur ir
 .....
"t..ial ('ulti vationo C'harlpmagnc, who 10\"l>t)l,\oC'I)' 
J...ind of l'Å('dll'n('(', ('n(),'av()ft'tl al:o'O to promotl' it throu
hollt the ('mpir<>, hein
 
fUl
iou:.:. a..; he :-ai() that tll(' L:ltins :o-hollill )'il'hl in nothing to tlu a (;I"l'(.k.... II(. 
wa:-, pas.....iollatel y fond of till' l't'Cle...ia....t il'al l'hant, anti u:4('tl to 
in1! hi m.."l f in the 
duu'dl, murning, noon, and ni
ht, hut only in au Ulu.1t'r tOile, a.... Eginhal"ll relatC"'. 
The .:.dlool of 
I(>ntz, for cccl "ias
i

1 :-Oil!!. hall íiouri:o-Ill'tl muJ...r Pepin. Charle- 
JUagne f'l'nt two derks to U..mt", Ihat nn thl'ir I""tllrn to 'Il'
z tlll'
' mi
ht he nhlc 
to tl':.t.eh tlu' Homan ...;.))I
. From 
[l';Z it W;t..; prnp;t
ah'(l O\'er all 1-'..:1I1("t... 
The naUll'S of 
()rne ('l'Il'hl'att'tI III Il:-,il'iaus of t h i:-, t i mc have ("om' down to U
. 
And ffio<ll>rn \\Titt'r":-', like 
ir John llawkiu-I, tholl
h Pl"Otp..t:lu':-" pay prufimud 
Iwrrl3g'C to the gt'niu,:;; of tho..... atlt'ient l1loul...s amI hi:oõlmps who were the ('01l"'l'1"\'- 
Bto
 ofmll....ic tlm'iug- :-.,) lon
 an intcl"v:tI.t 
X"twitll...tandill
 ::Ii.. ('=,tr:101"l1i1l:1I'
' zp:t.ì fill' tlU' ('uhi\"ation (If IJIII..il', tlU' rd- 
øt i \'(. i m pO I't:l 11("(' of \" i rt u\.... wa..; nqt on.rl'M ,k,., l. Cila rll'III:1' 'If' ('C III< Il'mll.. :-01111' 
",1m pr"t'ft.'I' a ('It'rk or monk that ""ill!!'" wdl to olle that livu! ju:)tly :md holily. 
}1'OI. thou
h, h(' a,M..., nm..il'al dj:o-('iplil1c i:3 làot t" 1 . tll':-,pi:,('(), )"..t if 1.oth merit.:'" 
calillot 1)(' ohtainl'\.\, it N'ell.... mor
 tolernhlt' to 11... to hear imp(.rJ(.ction in ...ingin
 
.han Împ,'rft.'t'rioll in )i\'in
.
 In tht.. h'llth l't'lltllry. nHl..il' \\a.. ill Ihc lti
II(....t re- 
PUIt'. 11U' 
n'
h.:o-t m:1:->Il'l"s, 
ul'h :L"; It..'mi of .\Ilxl'rn.>, I [uhald of ::;1. _\mand, 
Gpl'hf'rt, nilli .\1>1.01'. taught it with a:-: lllu('h care fu; the hi
hc..;t "if'ure. "E,t 
11(,('11" hllmanæ naÌlllw nHl.:.iC"
 
nlllmnlU, (l'lalU qui 
,;rc npgut, ipSlIIll !-(' ;'l'in' 
11,,!,!ahit," :-.a
'
 a IIHlIlll:oil'l"ipt pOt'lll in tilt' \"'ulil":l1l, writtt'll in tht' time ofOtl,() the 
GI't'at. In Eng-Iund, ("t..lt..br'all'ti f.,r mu..i('al :o-('i,.u<'C \\ere St. A(Ic1m, ill tla
 l.ightla, 
BIIII 
t. ])Iln...tan in the t('nth 
'nhlr
.. Ea,lull'r a daant(.r of thc chllrrh uf f'alll<'r- 
bury, in the time of 
t. _\n::sclm, :::;iml.'ull at Durham, Joanub Thannah'lI:-i..., a 

r('at matllPmatirian, at Cantl'..hur
', \,,"'ol..;tol1 ot \\ïIWhp....tf'I., Thom:t!ol \\.al..in
- 
harn at St. 
\Iban's \\"illiam SHIll'l"-l'l, in tlu' mUII
l...terJ of )lalmt.....bury, and 
"
illiam of E\'('rl'ux, trea:-;llft'r of HClII')" I. In }f'ran('t', the rnu.:'i(
l 
i('n(".. ,\
 
('(.Jt.bratl.t.! of t;eofl'rey of Tours, "'it. Ütlo of Cluny, Peter, chanter allli (Illf.'tol' of 
tlll' llniv(.r....ity uf Pari:" nnd Adillphns, r.t.i
 from I)(>in
 n chantt'r' to tht> t>pi:oil.'''- 
pal 
L'C of ..\utlln, an l'xample not uufn>qnent in hi:.;.(ury. Pope Cru:Ul IV. in 


.
i('ilh 
 ler:t.. norit. I. :17. t Lih. IV. de Gf"t\t. Angl. c. tA. 
f (;,'ncmllli4. of tbe Scicnce ILiltl Pra"ti('c flf 'lll"ic. 
 f'ltpihtl. 11. An. 811. Buhl1.T..m.I. 
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the thirteenth century, had been cducatL'd among the children of the dlOir of a 
cathedral; and Lpb('uf mentions a certain cardinal who had risen frolll the 
aJUf' 
condition in the church of Lyon!'. Onleric '....italis Fays tl.at tI.e Ahbot Durandu:-;, 
having a gl'eat knowk"<.lge of mllsie, enriehcd the divine office with new pieces, and 
with new amI very melodiou
 airs. III Ireland there l;eelliS to have been no regular 
eeclei'iastical dlant introduced till the twelfth century. St. Bernard 
ayS that St. 
)Ialachy was the first to e:;tabJi:;h it tlH:
re, "according to the custom of the whole 
world." John the 
Ionk, of Fulda, a disciple of Raban ðlallr, was a poet and 
musician, who first composed with varied modulation, artificial song in the church 
in Germany-a ('()UlJtI")' in which it took such deep root, than in no other part of 
Europe wa:; it more as:-;iduously cultivate<l." )Iabillon, ill his Itinerary, speak:; 
of the grmt impol'tanec which the Germans attached to music ill the church; 
wht'l'pas, he says, tllC }--reneh ill his time regard figured music as an impediment 
to devotion. But it was an obscure and devout reclu
e who prepared a liew epoch 
in the history of music. This was Guido of Arezzo, a Benedictine monk of the 
Abhey of Pomposa, in the Duehy of Ferrara, who in the eleventh century, was 
the author of the present Hystem of musical not(.:;, for which he was so greatly 
honol'cd,.that Pope John XX. 
ent three l1Ie
senger:; to invite him to eome to him. 
ITt' Pllhlishe<l his 
Iicrologus about the year 1028. In a coutemporary work he 
i.. entitled "
Iusieu8 et monaehu:" nee nun eremita beandu:,."-In the prologue 
to hi.; work, and in his letter to )Iiehael, he speaks of the success of his iuvention 
with gr<,at humility. '.
inee my uatural ('ouditiou, and the imitation of the good, 
made me diligeut, I bpgan, among other :--tudies to instruct boys in mu:;ic. At 
Ipuglh tht' divine grace wa:-ì with me, aUll 
oll1e of them, by the use of our notes, 
karw:>d, within the space of a month, to 
illg at 
ight new and most ùifficult pieces, 
!'() that it furni
hed a :,pPl't:l<'le tu many.-Sillce po:;terity will be able, with the 
gl'('atp:,t ea:-;e, to learn the eeclesiastical ehant, which cost nil' and all before me 
o 
II)\1("h pains, I tl"u:-;t that I a])(l you, and the others who assi=5ted me, ruay obtain 
(.tprnal 
alvation, all<1, hy the merey of God, remission of our sins, or at lea
t 
some praY('l"s fl'om thf' ('harity of 1'0 many. For if th<')' used to intel"cede 
with God so (levoutly for their ma:,ter:-;, from whom ther could scarcely 
in t('n years, ohtain an imperf(.ct knowledge of 
inging, how will they not pray 
ÍI)r us and Íln' our fisRi:-;tants, who in the space ofa year, or at the mo:-;t, within two 
years, mn make thf'm pprfe<'t [.;ingers." 
"''ith re:;peet to the merits of the music of the middle ages, it is <'f'rfain that it had 
arri\.ed at a very high degree of perfection. The love of God ("'.1n 
upply and 
f'urpass all things. The most sublime de\.atilln to whi{'h the soul can attain, 
hpeomes also, in rp!ation to art, an illPxhaustihle source of ('ele
tial iu
piration; 
for that which is mo
t admirable in ll1u:-;ic, i:; derived from the Fentiment of re- 
ligion. In eompal"isou, therefore, with the productiolls of the old Catholic 8('hool, 
mo<lf'rn !ò'{'ieuæ must f"tand mute. ,rhat, in fact, can any secular :leademy do to 
(,)1f" o nragl' musil', ('omparahll' to a ("11Ul'('h, where the yoicl's of three tltou...aml faidl' 
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ful an' to )))ingl., in tIlt. h)"mn oCIon)" prai
e'
, "hi..h i
 to IH' IIt':LI..l with ra,.i
IJttwl1t 
h)" tlac glorifil'tl dlOir:-ò (If h('a'"('I1? 011 thi:- grouJH1, tIll' importanc.(. of tIlt' IIIIt...i,'al 

('hlÞ4Il... wllid. ,\t.rt' il1 ,'athl.Jml::!, ,,1lt'I"C chilJlcn \\ere illiltrucl(.,'(I, ha") lK."t.'Jll'oill1t't.I 
out h\' J"("('('l1t author
.* 
TrnI)", it '\tHlltl rc'cl',ir":1 (lifft'I"('llt tongut' from mim' to :--pmk ofull the mu..;il".al 
J....ami..... in th.> :-ac'rl"tl omc','=--. TIll' plain ('hant in tlw Holy ".c't..k, irTC'...i..tibly 
afll'Ct..; tlU' :-.oul \\ ith a 
uInl':')."j unuttl'rahh.. That of the "
taLat," }I I aCt'" the l,I
:')- 
l"tl 
Iary Iwfore uur ('."(':0; as if" ill. the IM'lleil )f R3ph
tt.1 i that of th > "'Ii......r('J"('," 
1110"('''; tlat' 1-oul to it.; ('t..ntr(' i that or the flltlt'ral ollie..', is t('rrifie like the "oi('C ,f 
cIt'ath. :,uhlillU' likc tIlt' an
l'l's .tHlloUtu't.tIll'nt 'If n..,nrrt"(.tion. The udmirer;o, uf 
tlac \\ ond...l"s of art flo('k to the 
'AtilJ' 'Impel, 
It nO)))e, to hellOl.I thc Ia.....t J u.Ig- 
tIll'ut of )liehal'1 Angt'lo, but ill {'very country of tit' \\ orl.l, oUt. may turn pale 
with f('ar awl adminuion hc.fi)re a. t:till J!n.':d('r \\"01'1.., a ('oml)f)...itiol1 of 
till more 
rnal"\"l'IJol1s l'1H'rg-.r, })('f
lrt, thc "(1if'i il":t,," whit'h i..; 
ltllg o\",'r tlu..l.';,ulmt.m\ hit'r. 
.. I f a lI11bi..ian \\ l're a
I.i:t't1 to ("om post. a pic't,(, wit hout a.'('t.)111 pani ult'nt, \\ i rlwut 
l'itlJl'r rythm ur 1Il0d111at ion, 
uul to ,'onficIc' the c'
c't.'llti()n tn tlU' rucl
, \"oÍl-c of ...om ' 
pari..h 
ing('r, m1(1 on tl&.... 'l't.Jltdiriuu.. to ('r,.
tte the :,llhlinU', wlU'rc'," :-:1)'.., a nltxl- 
l'rn Fn'Jwh ('riti<" "i:o. thc'rp an arti
t that \\ oulcl a('('('pt tht' W3
l'r? 
(',:crth
I
.., 
thi... i:o, \\ hat ha:, 1H'en r('a1i7t'tl 1,)' 
on)(' poor monk..;, \\ ho
e natllc
 ha\"c 1I0t {'\"en 
('ol11e clown to us, hilt in whom faith awl pit.t.,. II:I\"t'})('(,'11 :lhlc to :u't.otllpli:o.h \\ hat 
gl'uills wunl.l 1I0t lta\"t' hacl CUUl"Utrl' to atklllpt." 
The' rdigiou... hou
'i havc alway.. pro\" 'tl thc'm...cln'" th.' a.,,
'llims or the :\1uc;c. 
oTonl<'lli, GlueI.., and )[o7"art, I'ou
ht 3(h"irP in 1I1t1:o.i(. from tIlt' Fr:lt)('i
ean friar, 
)brtini, of Bologna, who formf'tl a lIlu!'oi
II lihrary of :,p\"pnh'('n Il\uulrL'tl ,'olullle::-, 
ancI who is .slid alllid
t modprn ('orruptiun") to Ita\'p Prt'M.'r\"c'fl in his ('ompo
ition- 
all the dignity uf the aucient f't}"Ie. Th. mu:o-ic :t..'i well :L.; th 'l)()f'try uf thp Catlt- 
olil" Churt'h . ,,
m like a faint (.,"(.ho of that primiti," · language in which lUan =--!)f)k,. 
to GocI in the !--hlte of inno('t'Jtr't', thc' ...ouIlt1.. of \\ hi..It ",an rt..,.i\Oc ill :o-ome matllU'r 
tho.: > powers of 
lItiUH'ut awl \"irtllt', "hi('h tlie ('rt':ltor pJaf'f'tI in his }wart. I II 
the mi(1ùlc agc=--, IIwn Wl'J"(' !'('rupulou..; in :u1hering' to tIU' great traclirioJls of urt ill 
the compo:--itinn of Illu..i{'. TIm..; I .talclu-i b:.l)'S of hitll!'of'lf, 011 ('C)mpo=--in
 ß1u...ic 
for the fl'a:-;t ofN. .Julian, that "he wa... unwil1ing to cJc'part from the 
imilitu<le 
(}f the alll'i('nt song, 11'4 he 
Itoul(l procluc'c l.itlll'r a harharou... or :l 110,,(.1 melu(ly. 
}'or tI)P )Joyelty of tho:-.c IltU..;ic-iall:o; (lfH'
 uot. 1'1..ase 111(', he :uIcI:o.)" :,})('aking like 
Plato, "who make u...p of t'llch <li
..illli1irrulc',,; that tl)(')" R't'm to .li:-ò(lain to fillIuw 
tlw uM auth()r
." Tn tilt' !'3UW ..ffi'(.t 
pt'aks HII!;o of St. Yï('tor, "Xon ('nim decct r 
lIt l'antus ct usus l'l"Cle:-ia
ti<'lts fi(.n dd)(.at H'(.ltrHlmn arhitril1lu div('rsorllm, ...t"(l 
flrmiter. serY:lmlus {'..t 
f'('lmdnm jo:('J'ipta ..t instilllta nl:ljll'"11I1I ., 
The psalms uf David were tUlWc.l to that Durian harmuny "hich ::ìoulHlcd forth 


* Sur l'Originr ,Ic 1a )la1trise d
8 J-:nfau!oJ de C'hu'ur:- tho ]a U;L,ili'IIU' )Ielrop" Ilc r.,ri
 )lag. 
1.r.cyeJIlP To III. Y 
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jn the hymn of Terpnndpr, the antiquity uf whieh mu
ic is remarkPd by Clemens 

\..lcxalll1rillu::; joii- allJ a::; 
luller ub::icr\"c:-', a. manly character was always at- 
tributed even to the Dorian dialect. St. Dernanl, in his letter to the Ahbut Ær- 
remacens, describes what ought tu be the style uf Church mu:-,ic, "full of gravity, 
being npither lascivious, nor rl1
tic. Sweet without being frivolous, soothing tu 
the ear, but so as alsu to wuve the heart. It shuuld appease sadness, mitigate 
anger, and not diminish but fecundate the sense of the words." There was no 
affectation or lcvity in the ecclesiastical music of the middle ages. "'Vith the 
canticles and hymns of the Church," 1'a)':-; Cardinal Dona, "we console this 
I-'olitllùe of our exile until we come to our celc:-,tial country, when we Rhall sing 
that new immortal song, without any mixture of gripf."' :For at present as there 
are no joys withuut some misery, so, as the .Abbot Paschasius Raùbertus !Oays, 
"there is no song found without lamentatiun : for songs of pure juy belung tu the 
hea\'enly Sion, but lamentations to this our pilgrimage." The Church was:-'o illl- 
pre=-sed with a sense of the importance of music being adapted to the Catholic pl1i- 
lu:o'o}>h)', tl1at all music comp()
e<l hy heretics wa:-:ì prohibited from being u:o'ed in the 
Church by a synod in the year 1567. In filet, Catholic music is the sister of Cath- 
olic manners. It i.s the expref'siun of faith, hope, all<1 charity: it is the ,"uice of pen- 
ance, of simplicity, and Im"e. I{owever rich, huwe\'er ravishing, this was ih es;:;cn- 
tial character. ".hat musicians were those who composeù the sublime ma,:,,:,es 
which raiscd souls to heaven, in which the music consisted entirely in a simple 
phrase of the chant ill an artless and even popular air, but which, òirected by all 
puwerful harmony to !Ouit the different parts of the ma:,
, could express so many 
various passions! At the "kyrie," tho:,e of 
ubmission awl pity; at the "gloria 
in excdsi:-,," tho:se of admiration; at the "passus," suffering; at the "re:,urrexit," 
joy; at the "agnu:oi Dpi," gratituòe and peace. These were the illspirations of men 
in the thirteenth and fourteenth cpntlll'ies, a Dufai de Chimai, a Binchois de Paris, 
an Ockeghem of Bavaria, a Leteinturier of Xi velIe, a Josquin of Carubray. 
These great musicians of the 
chool of Cambray, instructed all the north ofFranee. 
Artificial skill is not art. 
The modprns, as a German philu:;opher remark!", "have cultivated more and 
more the luxury of harmonic accompaniments and instrumental concord, but unly 
to PI'Ul1l0te the pltantastic intere:-,t of a confused entertainment. The best judges 
sigh after the simple elevation ofthé an('ient !'tyle, and recognize their chief ma:,ters 
in the first compo
ers uf the old simple harmoll ies of the Church. "t Undpr the 
in
piration of faith, art was a great and holy thing. It was the reflection of 
God. It was the invi!"ible world, the tioul worltl. Palestrina and )Iozart coru- 
pilied figured Illu:"ic equal in sol<>mnity and feeling to the noblest tones of the 
Gregorian chant. They creatt.d melodies whieh should ne\'er be snng excepting on 
onf>'s knees: the beautiful simplicity of the ancient .Church chant:, so struck Pur- 


... Stromal. VI. 11. 


t Fric!". 241. 
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l.pH wlwn lac lx'
Ul to stud
 ,..t'Ul, that he ('xclaimed, tc..urdy this mn4 have bt.'t.'n 
<,'ompo:'L'(1 at tho gates of hean'u, "lal'n' i:3 
u('h nlt'lo(l
, ;t-i hut tu Ill'al', fc,r higll- 
c...t merit "cre au ample 1Ut.'t.'l1."* rliller the iutlul'ut'" ufCathulil"i:-m, po 'tr
' al,l 
lIlu:,ie :,('ut fordl :-ouud... :oul'1l :b tlae l'4U' of mau h:1Il np"cr L,'t
H" Jll'ar,l. 
 )Olla no 
tougut.' ("au he :ulcquale to give Ull it.1('a of tit. iIllPrt.......ion l'rotluel'(II,y tlw pJain 
'-ung- llf the choir, It i::, full of p(W'tl")', full of J,i..;tory, full of 
aj}('(il
. ,rhile 
the l;rcgorian chant ri
f''', you :0('('111 to Jlt'ar the" 111/10 Catholic Clalll.dl h('hillli 
you Tt ;o;polH1iug. It l"\.hak.., "'a.'"
 r;,'ul'roult,4 })(,'rfuUlt.' of Chri...tiani,
, aLII (I(l"r 
of }H'lIih'nl'l', and of ('umpuuctiOlI, "hil'h O\"l'n'olllt.' Ytlu. XI) Oil.' l'ril'
 how :ul- 
lIlirablc! but by (ll'br
 the l'cturu (If tho...c I11lJllut0l101l'" ludo..li .' }t"lIclrat... one, 
and d'" it \n're illlprt'gnah:i the :-lUll; amI if to tllt'''''t' he a(l(k,llw.....oual rp('olll'l'- 
tion
 a little :--ad, one fC('l:i 0110'S :,df \\l'l'P, without e\"l'r (In..,,uing ofjllllgin
, 01' tlf 
appn'l'iatiug, or of learning thc nir:o: whil'h onl' hear:-. In ft,':O-Ik.'l.t to art
 one may 
pronOIlUl ' "ithout h(' 'itatiou, that men 1I..h a.... ..l-:-ocll)-Iu tIt.'"cl'ihcs, \\ ho II ".('(' in 
tllt'ir hand:- bear the oJi,'c br.uh'h, haviug Io:.t the f.J.('ulty of pray 'r, the thrillin
 
('motion iu pr(':-('uC'e (If tIlt' Father alltl CI"l'ator of the world, who, in ..hort t.).. p,'ri- 
('1It't' Jlothing bllt (lrdiuar)" ,"
'n"'atioJl
 wh('JI tl)(')" lH'ar thl' dl:l1lt:i tlf thc (,IItH'('h, 
mll..t 1)(" dt"rr:uI('(1 ht..in'T", in:--('JI..ible to the mag-uifi('t'IH'l' of natllrt', tkaf to th. 
nightil1
alc 01' to the lIlunuur of the w()()(,l
, dead to PO(....y dud to lIlu..ic, !-u"('('p- 
tihle of uo cnthu:-iasm (man wu
t dc::;irc .....uucthiug \\ ith an.lm'), hut for Ol
('('h 
(Ii"'
n...tiug alld ah:--nnl. 
Organ
J wht.'ther h).t.lrauli(.or pllt'umatie, wert' l1('arl)" the only iu...trumeut.., ,.....'(1 
in the ('hurell". ill th. twelfth mid thirh'l'uth l'l.uturit'.... all othe..... beilJlr nj,'dt'll 
in con...t'll'lon<'C of :tLm:o:c and the (('ar of tllt'atri
LI ('t1:'Ct.t "ome \\ rit('I':oö, amtlug 
whom wa... 0111' {Elml of Hie,.auh, t (.'oillplaillf'd of f'A in the 11:--(' of or
all
, 
thou!!h in the 
allle :Igt', P(>h'r the Y('llt'rahl." of('llIu.,., wa... dt'ti'wliu,l; Ihe 11"(' of 
them n!,!':.liu
t tht' P('trohrll:--iaus. Thc Joo:l('I't'd P...almi...t h:ul t'xprl':--
l," d(':--in'tl 1Ilt'1i 
to take up the harp and th. (')"mhal, ",hid. jlHl rnll'U \\ as more than !ooufficif'lIt 
to countcrbalauC'C the opinion of i"'olah'(l phil():--oph('r
. '-'t. _\ugtl
till had lamen- 
ted the bliudul':':o. of the 'I:mielul'an:ot in n.:il'ctil1
 !-a('J'{.d mu
ic, "'a
'ing, "that 
th('y knew 1I0t th('
 IlI('(licint':.;, and that tht)" rag't' again",t the anti.lotl' hy whil"Ja 
they might be Ill'alt'(1." Th(' fin;t organ ,\ hieh app('ar('(1 in Europe wa... Sl'nt u:-, a 
pn....t'nt h
' Constantinc CopronynlU!'Ò, to P('pin, King uf Franc', in the) par ;.");. 
Thi:-- wa... pla('l'd Ly him in tIll dmrl'h uf 
t. Corneille, at C'ornpif\glH'. The 

f>('ret of thc cOlI:-otructioll (If the;o;c :-otl'am org-an..; i.. 110\\ ('lJfirely ]o
t. Thl' fir:o-t 
org-an on th(' pn....f.llt priw'iple \\ hiel. wa-i 
'n ill till' ,\(.:-t, wa:oi that which Loui::,- 
.le-D('honnail'e })la('cd in the dlllrph uf .\ix-la-Chapelle. It is an or
n of this 
kinù whidl i:oò nWlltiOIl('l1 in the mll1al
 of Ful(1a, in tlae )"t'ar t;2
. At the do.;e 
of the ninth ccntury Illany I"kilful urgan Imilùer:i \\ ('rt.' dr:.m n tu Home Ly Puptt 


... Dante, Par. XIV. 
t 
pccuL Charita'i
, Lill. 11. cap_ t:3. 


t Oerben c1e CRntu 
a.('ra, Tom. II. 99. 
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John 'YIII. In the tenth century, an organ of this t.1pscriptio:l was placc.l in the 
AbLey of 'rc
tmiustc... \\
alafried Stt'abo, tle..;cribing the church of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, mentiou
 a ::;urpri
ing instance of the effcer of thc wonderful organ which 
was in it; f()r he says, that a woman expired through rapture and Emrprise at the 
sweetness of it:; sound. 


· 'Duke melos tantum vanas deludere mentes 
CæpÏl, lIt una sui.; decetlens sensibus. ipsam 
Femiua perdiderÏt vocum duJcedine vitam." 


This organ wa
 maòe hy George, a prie
t of ,..,. enice and by a Count Baldric. So 
delicious and :.stolli
hing Wfu; the mu
ic of organs and flutes, at the consecration of 
the mon
tic church of Cava, near Salerno, which wa.;; conducted with the utmost 
pomp, that what between the harmony and the sweet odors which were contin- 
ually burning', the 
prene Duke Roger, and all the people present, thought them- 
selves on the very borders of heaven, as is attested by the chronicle in the archives 
of that house.* In the tenth century, organs used to be supplied from Italy, as 
appears from the epistles ofGerbert, afterwards Pope Sylvester II. The organ 
in the church of Brunswick was made by .Arnold, a priest ùf the order of St. 
Francis, an<l that in the monastery of TrudLert, in the Black Forest, was made 
by Conrad Sittinger, a Benedictine monk of S1. Blai
e. As these instruments 
were made by religious men, so were they chastely touched by their pion
 and master 
hallùs. 
In the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, it was the custom to place the organ in 
the choir; but in the fifteenth century it was deemed preferable to remove them 
to the western extremity of the nave. The expression of golden mass, "aurea 
mis:-:a," which occurs in th(' hooks of the middle ages, implied a mass which was 
celehrated with 
xtraordinary magnificen<'e. This used to la5t three or four hour
, 
in con
equencc of the music. t Of these solemnities, Dante is reminded when borne 
along by Beatrice over the waters of Lethe, and led to the symbol of our 
Saviour: 


.. The blessed sbore approaching. there was heard 
80 sweet by, 'T1
 asperges me,' tbat I 
}[ay Dot remember, much less teJl the sound,"t 


alluding to the prelude of I'cattering the holy watel', which u
age has been always 
in the Church from apostolic traditioll,
 fòllowing the example of Elijah the proph- 
et, who is recorded to have mingled salt with water, that with this infusion the 
bitter fountains might he converted into sweet.1I Admirable was the adaptation of 
the different strains to the buccessive stages of the sacred mystery. Rupertus 
says, that the gradual u:-òed to he sung in lugubrious tones by mell
 and that this wa
 


· Italia Sacra. VII. 868. t Gf'rbert òe çantu Sacra. Tom. I. 8M. 
t Purg-. À.XXI. S Joan. Devot. Lib. II. tit. VIII. 
 1. 
I Hugo de t,t. Victor de Sacramentis, Lib. II. P.1X. c. 2. 
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folloWl1.1 by childrt'u hinging in a S\H'ct amI jo
'ou
 malluel' the .\.lIt'lujah lit a (.'on- 
tillUl'(1 strain, protmctiug n 
hort word, as it i
 not :"trall
" that tilt' hum:III \'oi('(' 

hollJ<l f.til in 
pmking. \\ here the mind dOl':i not 
uffi(,t' ft'r thillkill
. TI.i... W:l"i 
so onlaill('tl, he :-,ay
, to t'xprt..s:-; tilt' cOllsolation whi('h a\\aitt"(1 mollrut'r.. IU, 'ordill
 
to theSCIlIt'nC'p."Bl'üti (I'li lu
"ntquoniam ip
i ('1t1l:)()l.tbuntu.. ;" for Ihisjo)"ful \Il('
 
Jujah c.3.rri. a\\a
 the a...tolli..llt"d mimI, all(1 (Iin'(1.. it to that pla('(' wllt'l"t> will be 
always life \\ ithout <It'alh. awl day without nig-),t. nit' 
'qUt'I1<'t' wa.. that Im'ath
 
il1g or protmctillg (If bh""1 wonl... to (1I'IIott> njoy whi(.h W:L-i t:1"f'ah'l' tllan 0Ilt" could 
exp'" '... Ill'nCt'ili the Uilcit'lit "<{III'II(,(''', \\t' fiwl unknown words, 1)C"au:"f', as 
Cardinal II IIg'U l"ë1Y:-', the mtll1llt'l' (If prai:,ill
 lio..! in our ('oulltry i
 unknown tn 
11"'. Bllt tilt' prn
 I'ung- bt.ti)l"t. tilt' (;o
pd, whit'h dah' from tilt' {('rHh ('('IlIUI")', 
were also ('all('(1 "t'<Jut'nCt'..., 1)(,(":lII:"(' tlU' Go...pt.1 tè,lIo\\('(1 tlH'm, fllf' lI1u....i(. at tht' 
oflertory ('outirlUl'tl while thc oLlation.; Wt.... n'('t.ivt'(I, &1111 ulltil thc "Pcr omnia 
æ
 
cula,"w-as chantt.'(1 h
' tlU' p..i t. TIlt' 'Ii
()I
'(lian 
olll'" uf the' p,'cfaet', whit'h !'Òhall 
be :-.ung long a.. timE' t.IHlun...., i.. the 1"an1t':b what i
 fcultul ill th(' 1110'-t ancit'llt mon
 
UnIt'nt:,. .\ftl'r tltl' "
alll.tu...," tIlt' dlOir. or a..; it W:t.. :-'lIlllt'til1ll'-; C':.dh'tl, "tilt' :,,(.hool;' 
wa..; 
ilt'nt, Thi.... Clhlon' prcv:lih'd in tllc tinlt' ofS1. (,hr
'!o-o...tom, 'fir hp 
.,ay:-., almt 
at the l'on"'l'('f:ttion all wa.,silellt..." 1fO\Ål; ,í(J(Jxur, "OÅ \1; ðly'ì. This il'Ò tllP momt'nt 
Whl'll thl' Iwi(,:"t i:o' I('ft almlt' at the altar, the dl.acun and uh-dc4con fa1lin
 hal'k, 
to ....i
nif
., :1,... I>uramJus N.1Y:-, how the (I i:"t.i ph " fc,rs()ok C'hri
t ancl flcd.* ., flU' 
:"i 1l'lu'f' wit it'h follow... the '
.lI)('t 11=--.'" :-\ay.... :"Il'ph:um..; . \ ugu ..tod lIIH'n...i
, hi rulie.ltl'''\ 
the romml'l11uration uf tit. P
').:)ion ;" aJUI Rupt'rtu.. "'a)"!o' "Aftt'r tilt' joyflll ae- 
cJam:uion of tlte pl,ople theN' follows the history of ,,'ret grief, \\ hi(.h i:oò a cau:o. · 
for pro(olllltl :-,ilt'I)('{'. .\t tlu' fraction of the Lord's body, the AJ!nl'" Pc'i, ancl tilt' 
dona nohi.. P:\{'t'lJ1 werc .."It'mnl)' 1"11111;' hy the choir, and at tlte commllnion thp 
6\\eetc:st strain:'\ of h)'polydi:lll harmony \\cre protr:ld(.d, in ortlt'r. :1:0. flU' wrilcr:oi 
of the mid(lI(' a
l's st
', that tht., tIlind
 of th > peopl p who wer'ahout to rt,,'('ivcthe 
Lor(I's hody l11i
ht ht' t'xahp(1 arHI tranquiJIiZl.,<I: or a 'corcling- to the w(ml:-ò of a 
manuscript of till' tenth l'f'ntllry, "tll:lt tllf
 faithlul ahollt to ('onlllHmie:ltt' lUay in- 
hale, in harmony, him whom tlH'Y rt'Ct'in' \\ ithill tllt'i.. lip,.;, that t)H')" may I"t
mem- 
her, that I If> whom tlu.y fi'('d IIpon :1'" ('orporal food, W:l:õ ('nl<'ifi'-'il (1<':111 aUII)",r;t.(1." 
For thi... c
m:,,
 the mu..ic> continut'''', that ";0 long:l:' tilt' IJl"ople an' r('(' ,i\'illg the 
{'ele:o:tial helll'(liClion, tl..,i.. ruirul"" hy tht' l'harm of me1o(ly, ma
' hf' I"l'tain('(1 in :1 
state of ....wept irnpri...onnwnt. Finall
', tlu'tlt'aeon wa... to ("hant tIll' 1ft> mi"':O::l ('.,t, 
in a wOlldl"oUS antI a nwlodiou..;. l)(ttC. in ()I'(ll'r. as it W(.rt., with thc la:o.t hawl to 
irnpl"('Co.,.. on the hearts of thp p('oplf' th' JIIf'mor
. nf\\ hat tlU'y hdll 
'n amI hcan1.t 
\\That a profcHll1fI !õ:pn!'f" (10(':' all thi, indi(".lte of the n>\'t'r('rt('e (Iue to HI(' (,'(.)t'- 
hration of t ho:..;p trpl1H'ndon.... my..tt'rit 
 in whiC'h (;"cI ha:-ò pla('PII the fountain of all 
holi ne
, ? 
Sll('h then was the eccle,ja.:,tiC31 ml1...ic durin
 thc middle a
e
, ti1l tilt' <,ommenl'e- 


* Ratiunale. Lill. 1\". cap. ;:t, 


t Rupt.'rtui rlJiticen
i
 .1. J)iv. t )fT. ]ih" II. 
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ment of its dedine, wllich, :wco)"clilìg- to tlle natural order of thing
 was contem- 
poralWOlh Wilh tll(' c!t'c.Jillc of Ülith awl tile illlrocluetioll of the new opillioll:-; j fOl' 
a c.hange of lII:lllllerS ne('p:-;sarily 
ll perincl ucec! a challge in the style of lIIu:-iie. In 
the fifteenth eentul"Y a profane tlleatrical llIu:;ic beg"<Ul to be introducpd into 
cllUre11t':-', wl.lieh was censurecl by Pope llenediet X TV. in his ellcydical letter in 
tile year ,-)f tllP juhilee, and again in II is \"OI'k:-:, in which he called upon all bish- 
ops to COlTeet this abu::5p. 
rartin Gerbert, a nelH'dictine monk of the monas- 
tery of St Blai"'t" in the Black Forest, compo:-'l'(l his great work on :-:acred music, 
expre...;slr with a view to stem, it pos:-;iLle, this deplorable evil, which he lament:-i 
in language of pidy and goud :;en:;e. Thi:-: abu
p of church music gave great 
scandal at its cOlllmencement, as may be been in the writing:; of Cornelius Agri pp3, 
Era
lmlR, and others. It atTived at 
uch a height, that the fathers of thc Council 
of Trent ddibt-'r3tf'd whether they ought 1Iot to abolish all music in the churche,.; 
exeepti1lg thc GregOl'ian. Satan seemed to have again crept into the paradise 
of man on earth, the honðe of GO\1. The chants were left to profane untonsurecl 
artist
, who sub:;:.titutecl a hypo phrygian style, consisting of fanciful digre...sions and 
exaggerated bomba:;tic flourishes for the aneient simplicity, the dignity of the priest- 
hood, and the reverence of God. .Anthems were fò:acrifil'I
(l to exhibit the fantastic 
powers of vain men, who klww nothing of devotion, and who very often werl' 
persons who, hy the ("3non:-" :--tood exclwled from so lUuch as entering the a:-
f'm 
bly of the faithful. Fal:-:e eharactel', fitl
e expre:-,sion, and frivolity, under the 
titlt' of brilliant t'xecution, hecallle the Pl'evailing vices of Illusic. Thi:-i Phrygian, 
or hypllphrygian music, full of in:;olent grandeur, noisy, tediou::;, and abounding 
in i'bipid repetition:-:, adulatory and suited to unstaLle mind:;, indicated clearly 
enou:;h tIlt' influence of the new spil'it which had 
uperseded the reign off3ith and 
Catholic devotion, awl might llave made men de
ire ev{'u the Lrdian strain
 of the 
ancient:-" which, though their mu:-:ic of ple3:-,ure had 
till, as we have before remark- 
ed, the chamctcr of sorrow and compas:-:ion. 
The ahu:-:e of organs "as strictly prohibited, though in more recent time:;:. it 
has out
tript all hOllIlÙS. 
t. Charlf-'s RIIlTomco Pl'escribed that althoug-h the 
organ ma
' he u...pd in hymn
, yet e\'f'ry Yf-'r:-:c i:-: to be distinctly pronmmcf'd in the 
choil' j* that in like mannPI' the cl'eclo wa:-: not to he l)f)rformf'fl altpl'mltply hy the 
choir :nul hy the organ, hut that all of it was to he sung. At the 
'ynQ(l ofTreve
, 
it was rl'cJllirp(l 4-hat the organ 
houlcl be :o'ilcnt at tlw f'1evati('11 j and accm'ding to 
the Sy"ocl of Cologlll', one of tIll' cfllestion::; to be proposed hy the yi:-:itOl'S of 
churches was,""?hether the organ was silent at the elevation." GenerallJ it wa" 
elÜoillPcl that no "t-'rse:-; should 1.>e i merl'ept{'c1 :1111 1 110 h)"m ns m utilatec 1 hy the org-an. 
The puntifical cbapd at Rome, to the present day, has cUllstalltly I'ejected the u",e 
of organs as Il3ve some ancient churches, such as that of Lyons, amI some J"(.li!!'- 
ious orders, such as that of the Carthusians. 


* ('oneil. )[ec1iol. I. p. 2. N. .51. 


t ConcH. Rhemense, an 1,ì64 
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\\"(,E't an(1 inh.JI('('tllaJ W:lS tlU' harru"IJ
' of 
'nlllhflll :11)(1 :1
f'cl \"oiN'
 joinin,.,' in 
:-aintlydwr-u"', \\orthy tu he (If aUbr('l... iu'.u..t hut 
1Ic1d('n Iltrr;..(:o. uf d(oaftoning 
noi..;
., large fl
 of l"t1un,l, m.-e.hani.':lIl
 "'('lIt r.,..th ill irupdUlm
 
("('3ln!o\, 
would æcm J(;
..; in nl.'ConJ:UJl.
 witJ. tilt' :-tiJl ...mall l

iL'toful voi(,
 of he-.wen. 


('11.\ PTER '9". 




. '. E have 
e<'n thE' imporuIH.'(' u:-.<'rit)('(1 tu mn ir g('n 'r.llly h.y the gre.it phi- 

 "" W -Tt 

 "'\r
 (J
opllt'r-: ofille mi(Mlf' :I
(': but]d n.. now aUcnl1 to" hat th(')" df'li\"f'r 
!_' 
 
 
 ill it... pmi...(', wh('n tli"('t'f("tl in partil'ubr to f'nh:IIH"(a tIll' 
.)hOrnllit" of tile 
CJr, 7' ('('l'k,..ia...t i('al Um('t.
. 
î ,1 .. h i
 bou(I," :-':IY., 
t. B"I1I:ml," to glori,"y (;()(l with hJIllU"', :11111 
! psallD
, and 
piritnal t'o4)I}tr
. The .clnrrdi chant rejoices the mind., uf 
Illt'n, r('fr('!":h('
 tIlt' w('ary, ilwih'", t-iml(.r:-, tu l:UlU'lIt:ltiflll; f.1J" 
lllhollgh tllC 
heart (If f'("CuJar JIlen lIlay )1(' h:lI"Il, J(.t inunt'(liat('l
' \\ 111'11 diP)" II<'ar tht' 
W(.(.trll""
 
of p"'3Jm::, thl')" ur(
 L'unv('rh'tl to a lovc (If pi<'t)":' I)ant. o "Pll.... to ('xpr' thi:, 
Whl'll he (1f'
'ribt.s his ll('"irin
 in pllr
at(ll-r tIlt" !-trnins of flul 'et .,ympllOlI)": 


. Tucn the ice 
Conge.lIed ILhout 111)" bflROIn, hlme] i.f'elf 
To 
pirit ßIHI \\ ILter. luul \\ ilh an;uh.h f..rth 
Gusb'(l, thrfllJ

1 1" IC Jip'! amI e}'elid
 from the hunt.... 



t. I...idOl'(aof
pain 
p..aks to 11.., ,..all)(' ('ffi.('t 1",'(-omm('J)(lill
 lI1u....ic, that th(}
(' 
who are nut mov('ll to ('Oll1plllid iOIl hy wonl... may h,' ",('itt..) hy the ",w<.'Clu' (If 
ruelody; for, he 
ul(I"" lluotillgth · \\ 1m):; (If St. A\lIgll:-lill, "all uur affL'(.tioll"; ha,'e 
I know not what certain OL'CIJlt(,OIIU -tion with (lin
r...ity 01' lIoVClt). of. t)lIIu1...;"aml 

t. Thomas proves the advantage' of mu
ic Oil the :-amp grotlllC1.t Of
t. .\(It'1:ml, 
abhot of Corl>y, it i:o: relah-eJ in BolJa'ICIII"I! that whPIU.,...r he 11.,...<1 to h('al' 11 
sweeter music ill the (Ji\.inp of!ì('f'. lw ('oIlJ(1 not n,fl'ain from h'ar:-. St. He....ar..] 
relatH that 
t. :\[alachy used often to 
a)" Itow 
r "itly he \\a.. dl'light(ocl hy th. 
dlant whieh he hl'".lrd in the monastery of ('lair\':Ul
. For ("'('11 ill tlh":"l. aU:-h're 
!..IU"lS of renitence the J!'J":1(,(,S ufrnll
i(. werf' l'lIlti\.atf'tl :11\(1 appr('('iat('(1. In tlw 
chronicle of the mona-:tpr). 01 St. Trudo. it is relatlocl how UUlltrulII, wlwlI lir:oöt wJ- 
mitted as a youth illto the ("llOil".oll tile lIight of the C'ol1 ypr:..i 011 oföt. Panl, tilled 
the whole community wit11 a4ol1i..hnwnt. nnrnix('(l with l'nvy, at the 
\\'eeLne:-:"J amI 


· xxx. 


.. 2 2 9. 91. Art. 
. 


t r, I. .JIIII. ,Jlf'rn 
I. 



AGES OF FAITH. 


103 


})ower of his voice; and with what humility he stood <<)rtl1, at the command of the 
abbot, to sing thc re::ipon
e which belonged to the office of another, who was of 
high dignity, which he executed with such power that the aLbot, immediately after 
the office, appointcd him to the second place in the choir.* "The rcading and 
meditati
n of the Scripture:;, and the devout chant of p:,almody," says Richanl of 
St. 'Tictor, "strengthen the mind and render the weak finn."t Vain is the cen- 
sure amI most shallow the judgment of the modern:o;, w]l('n tlH'Y say that the poor 
cannot uudcrstand the regular offices. ,,"Then mcn hear :-;acreù song," says St. 
Thoma:;, "although they may not understand the word:; which are sung, yet they 
understand for what purpose they are sung, namely, to praise God, and this is 
sufficient to excite devotion."! That ignorance of the poor can hardly be so great 
an evil, since Dante describes his having experienced it in paradise: 


"Unearthly was the hymn which then arose: 
I understood it not. nor to the end 
Endured tbe harmony. " 


And in fact, who has not marked the profoun(l impression which the solemn 
tones of the Gregorian chant make upon the multitude in Catholic lands? -the 
mystic joy with which it is sung hy children, like holy inuocents, and by old men, 
,vho have in their looks an expression which seems to tell that they know what 
takes place in paradise? It is not by learning that mcn can qualify their souls 
for the reception of that heavenly pf'ace which this holy song yisibly inspires. 
Truly the words of David, thus loudly ana articulately annonnced in the majestic 
Latin of the vulgate, seem an unearthly ,'oice, teaching the wi!":dom of the eternal 
ages. Each word makes every heart \"ibrate as it unfo1<ls the thousand mysteries 
of human thought, and the secrets of the conscience of man. How this divine 
voice enables us to see from on high and without fear, 
Il the shocks which make 
,,'eak mortals tremble, and which drag so often to the abyss, indiviùuals and na- 
tions! Oh, who is not moved by the oracular sentence ofthep
almist? Amidst 
the regrets, the agonies, the discouragements of life, who has not felt the power 
of that great voice which !":peaks in the depth of night, which touches and which 
consoles? These Latin p:,alms add hymns, so sweetly and solemnly sung in the 
daily offices of the church, in which all classes, joined, diffused a complete tone 
and spirit through society in the miùd]e ages; so that the spil'it of the psalms, and 
the spirit of the Gregorian song, hecame the spirit of the times. It is one thing, 
as the character of modern ages 
n testify, to read these things in a library, and 
it is quite another to hear them announced in m

e:,tic strains under the holy vaults 
of those churches which no one that has a heart can ever enter without veneration 
and trembling. 


* Apud Dacber. Spicileg. Tom. II. 661. t In Cantica Cantic. c. II. * Berm. 2.2.9. 91. Art. 2. 
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The mo
t [,miliar ()ffiec w:t- ahva)' new, ft}r th. (".ent
 of the worM ana tl1 
vici
itudt..s of each mall'h fortulJ(
, cY('ry day throw a fn'..h light npon the \\ ords 
uf this ct('rnal wisdom, 
O that theil' profimml !-cnse 
('('n)('cl ncver (.
hall:o.t('<1" hut 
'\a..: continualJy rt\cciving further illu!'-tratioll h
 thecrim'" amI folli"::;, hy the ('al- 
mniti(\:; and b)" the virtu
 of 111('n ; fOI. in thc p
hns C\'<'ry thing is foreseen am] het 
at re
t on its true foundation, c\'('n dl)\\ II to tI)(' "':i lami tit. s mull"(Jph ism..; of tllf' t imp 
,\
 Ii\rc in. 110lller 
1)"S ofhi!'\ hero, "He \\'U"i 1-uOt.ring(.rud \\oul1lls from uòi1-- 
('used lH'art, hut lit.' fuUlH) a r(,I11('\ly, f()r !-i(till
 (10\\ II 1)('II\.ath a lofty rock, lo()kin
 
(lown upon the :-;{\'.1, he "'ang u:-, fol1ows."*-Tf th \ :l."l)('t..t of rocks ruul the !'òf)UlHI ()f 
tht'''a\'
 could ill
pire cOlbolatol")' thoughts uuJ 1)I"UU1pt a cheering 
IJg, "hat 
would hc have fuund in our ("hurdI(':' 1.:ul tlll.ir rpvi\'ing ora...]('..; l)('('n hp:ml ? 
"'hen Frall('i
 I. wa.... lJ1ad
 pri:,oner in the park of tl1{' Carthu.;iani :.t Pavia 
be dpsin'tl to be ('(mJul't('(1 intn th4' church, wh(,11 the monks at that rnollU'nt 1-ing- 
iug TicrL"t', "l're chanting the \'cr
', Coa b u1atuw 
t, sicut lac, cor C0rum ; cgl) vero 
]rgeJl) tualU nlt.'tlitatu
 SUIll. Th(' kill
, (]j"po"l'cI to a !--.)lemn fi.('ling h)' }.is mis- 
furhlllP
, joill('(l thelll ill rplx.
,ting the 11t.':
.t \"('r
. c. Bonum mihi cluia hllmiliac.;ti 
lIle, ut òi
('amju:-tifil'3tiolll';:' tll:1...." 0 genuinc glitt('rofEh'rnal Dc'am" with what 
sudden force d t thou enlightcn thE' darl"nt..
 "hieh restM,h upon the uuærtaill 
and intricate ways of mortal life, pr(,
l1ant "itlt cl('lu
ive phantoms I 
\rhat coun
('I, \\ hat rolJ
OJatioll lor laum:1uit)" :uuiel..t it
 1lI11HlIl1IK'rN1 W
, in 
the l'on..tant ret'urrel1l'p of tho
 holy p..alm:-" Hlllg hy tlH' dmrt"la, (]a)" :lIId ui,rht ! 
Fur \\ hat 1">0 of wisc.lom ami patjen
, mill Iwroip \"irtllt', did they not tt.'ad. ? 
Did the)" not inculcate, 3.'; 
t. Ba...il ::::1)"", "th(' In3("11ifi 'II(" of fortitude, the ex.L.t 

e'"erity of jll'4i('(', that tell1lx'r:lIJf'C, :-;4) vt'lwrahlc ('V('II ill it
 ac.;IW'Ct, the p('rf('('tion 
of prwll'næ, the form (If })(,lJaIH"C', the nH':1...ure of pati('I)("(' awl en.ry kind of 
good '?t To oh:.;crve \\ ith what ('are tlu. pn)fimnd !'('n:-lc of the t.litlèr'l1t part... of 
the l'ccICbiaðtical offit. · W:l.::t ('''pbimocl h)" tlH' elodor-- uf the mi(IJl,... 3g(", v.e m.(..} 
oilly rt'fer to the remarks of Hugo of f't.Victor, (In the sling of the magnificat, 
where he 
hows that it i'i not \\ ithuut great n-a:,Ull that it is sung with 
uch !WCll- 
liar \"encmtion hy the ("hun'h.t 
"In the Look of Psalm:-,," 
a)'s St. \mhro:-t, "then.. i!' a ßl<,<1icine of salvation 
for the human race: the p
lm is tilt' H"'Il('(lidion of the p('opl{l, the prni.. of (,oeI, 
the voice of the Church, the conf(.......ioll of faith; the full dcvution of authority, the 
jO)" offr
'(l()m, the cry of rapture; it lIIitignt<
 
ln
('r,it hani:-llt
mr<',itaIJe,"iat(.
 
:-m"row, it hail.. the hirth of <1:1)', it att..wls al"o it9 el('('lilJ<', it sUl('tifiC's th... :-.tiIJn' " 
of night. The ap()
tle t."ommantl.. womcn to keep 
iJ('u<'C in the {.hurch. hut thpy 
may chant tll(' p
alm with prai"-C. Thi
 j
 ..w('<,t to ev('ry a
 and \x,("OlIIillg to 
Loth sexes; thi!i oJd men :-.ing awl ft)ròret th('ir infirmities; thi.. )"olln
 mpn 
ing 
awl ('ommit no intpmperancc; youths Ring the p..;alm without danger to their imw- 
ceIlCC, and maideni without (li"parag('III('llt to their mOt.h..
tr. ChihIren Io\'e it, 


· II. VI. 


t Præ!. in Pø. 


t Annot.. 1:1ucit1. Alleg. in )Inrcnm, Lib. Ill. 
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and it even fills infants with admiration. Kings and èmperors sing with their 
people, because the psalm is profitable to all." * 
Hugo St. Victor, in a golden little book on the mode of prayer, refutes the ob- 
jection of those who would deny the fitness of the divine offices, on the ground of 
their not being composed exclusively in the deprecatory form. "Some," he 
says, "are accustomed to ask why, when we wish to pray God for ourselves or 
others, we sing certain psalms, which neither contain words of petition nor have 
any relation apparently to our wants,-and moreover, use other parts of Scrip- 
ture as a prayer, though they have no form of supplication or connection with our 
state; what advantage arises then from using words which express nothing of 
what we ought to ask from God? what skills it to sing, 'Quare fremuerunt 
gentes; or 'Attendite, popule meus?' Is it not ridiculous to fancy that we pray 
when we sing such things ?-This is what they say: but whoever diligently 
considers the nature of prayer, will easily discern how such words avail. This 
kind of prayer is often found more efficacious than that in which we manifestly 
and explicitly declare our wants. For there is this difference between supplicating 
man and God-that man cannot know our necessity unless he be informed of it; 
whereas God knows it before we ask. :nIan, therefore, must be informed by one 
narration; but in prayer to God, naration is unnecessary. Therefore, to speak 
briefly, when we prni:-:c God, whate\"er he the words used, however prolix, what 
el:-:f' (10 they expn':-:
 Imt this onc thing-that adoring we love him, and that 10v- 
jng we adore him? Simi1arly, when we treat of our mi:'5ery beforc him, whateveJ' 
be thl' word:..:, amI however prolix, what do tlH'Y expre::;s but that from our heart, 
we seck his merey, amI place all our confidence in it? :No parts of the Scripture 
are to be counted alien from the office of prayer, since, whether br insinuation, 
or infel'(,l1ce, or entreaty, or announcement, all parts can infuse the affections of 
vil'Íue, hy means of which we !'-halllway lUore effectually than by the mere word:-; 
of prayer. ....lnd who can enumerate all the virtues of the Psalms? 'Yho can 
number those ignited compunctions of holy affections with which the mind that 
u:-.cs them is kindled in prayel', when the most grateful sacrifice to God is offered 
upon the altar of the heart ?"t 
"-e lm\'e already had incidental proof that in the early as in the middle ages, 
the multitude joined in the dlOral song of the chureh.- 


"Illtouc.t olllnis homo cantica sacra Deo." 


is the line of Co:-;mas 
Iaterien:,i:-:, in hi:'5 Poem entitled "The Passion of the Holy 
)rartyr
," dedicated to Gregory, the monk of XouantuIa, and after seven humlred 
years, discovered among the ancient manuscripts of that abbey.! The people 
joined in the P:-:almudy of the clergy in primitin
 times.
 St. Cæsarius of Aries. 


· S. .Amhros. Præf. in Psalm. 
t ltu.1ia. Sacra, TODl. I. 3. 


t De Modo Oranrli LibeJIus. 

 Gerùert, de Cantu Sacra, Tom. I. 138. 
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compelled th..laity to juin with the religious in singing in the church the divine 
office, the p
alU1s amI hymn...;, the pro::t.s and antiphon..: amI in the H't'OJul Coun- 
cil of Ya
l'n:-" he entl"eatl.J the p('oplc to a
:-,eIJ)LI
 in the ('hurch at matutinal vigiL.:, 
tierl"c, :-e
t, aIJ(IlJonl'
. In hi . 
 'rlUons he lAhort'i the faithful, that, ,.tlp'pi:-ing 
the hith-'I'nC'i of the \\ orltl, they ,,"ouM repair to the church, where they !Day 
reeeive the 
weetul;;
 of Chrh,t." Fortunatu3 !-a) 1:1 of 
t. Germain, ni...lwp of 
Pari
,- 


"}'ontirki" mnnitis clem". plebe; I""n]lit et infan"t. .'. 


")[y Lrethl'
n," ...a)'""t. Ephrl'lII, "he ....:-iduoUi in l"t.'pairiug to the plac(..; of 
our asciCmblie...;, wht.ther durin
 the night (lr at :-1I1l-ri
, or tlurjlJ
 th . day; \\ lao- 
e\'er you be, of \\ hatcn
r rank, of \\ hah'Vl'r :;ex, of whatever condition, ha...tt'n to 
a.o;.sist at the eelebration uf tlïe di\'in
 w)":-tl'ril:-."t Sot only clerh.s, but al:-:o lay- 
l11('n, u
('d to meet daily to a' 'i:)t at the divilll' oflit't.',: unpl'evl'utl..l hy the hour:i 
of the bt...'Cular life. St. GI'egory X)'
"o{'n rebtc::s in the life of hi . ,-i:-t('r, St. )faerina, 
t hat after :-11 pper and :1 1!uuiliar eon\"er.-.ltion with his si
tl'r, he \\ put to the dlUrch 
to return thanh:-, to God at the Vl"l){,l. 8t,'r\'i('t
fi)r e\"t'I'Y olle 1I!"('(1 to go to the 
('hurd. at that hOllr, \\ hil'h the Gn.t'ks (".;1l1l'(l i 'Tlll
XJ.'zn;. 'II... Ellgli:-I. Father
 
uf th 
 Coullcil of ( 'lon.:-hot" in the pig-hth l
ntnr
., r('(plirt'(l th' faithful bity to 
: ".i:,t at the di\"il1l' p:-a1u)()(I.\. in Ùl
 church. They C'illl it a Illpòil'ine for the soul; 
alH1 tlll'Y :1<1.1, ".\11hou1;h :-on1(' ulle may l
 igUOI":UIt ()f the I..nill \\or.l.., ).e1 he 
:,llOUJ.l supplil':.Ultly n.fl.r the Ìnt('utioll of his hl'art to tho:-e thillgs \\ hidl :U.
 tu I>t' 
a:-ht..l (If Got1. .\u(1 :lftl'r the Offi('l....;, 
u('h a p('r:-oll olwht to pray 
"('rl'tly, ill 

axon, for merey amI rellli
"i(Jn of hi::; ,..ill
, ,.111(1 fi)r the n"pO:"7e uf the dea.1."
 
The ('arl)" ('.moll., l"pquirNI the Ùithful to a..,i..t :It \"(':-:per
 :h \\"(.11 a') at ma

. In 
one dmreh :It 1.IIgano J oh:oöt.rn'tl it \\ a.; a l'lI..tOI11 fc,r laYUll'1l to go into the dlOir, 
and 
ing the eanonieal hours like monk:"'>. In V" crolla there were five oratorio:" 
where many }.ollths tN.J to 
'mLle on fl.:-tival
 to recite the hours of the nl
 
)I:u'
', after which the Go:-pd would he ('xpbiuctl to them by a prie.;t.1I 
ìroun!! wonH'l), in the ('a:-tl
 uf our al1<.....tor,., 11,('(1 to fi)llo\\" the a.l\"iee uf 
t. 
Jemnw, when he rl'quir'(':-: that a t1aughh'r :"hol1l.1 re('ite the hours ofmatins, ti('fl'P, 
sext, nont's, and that with light(.d tapers :-hc !'Ihou1d ofièr the ve:-per 
crilk'('. 
Inde('d the intt'ntioll of the Church is :-uffieiently :-
n in the indulf.,rcnæi whi('h 
f'he bestuws un all the f:.lithful \\ ho æ.;
i:-t at matin
 amlland:-" and at the fir:"t amI 
SCCOilll \"l'
per
, as al:-o at the le:,:-,el. hours of Chri:--tma..:, awl Corp....;; Christi.** 
_\1 the COlJ:-,ecratiun of the Church ofSt. )I
u'). at }'erentinul11, in the year llÐl, 
the office began in the evcuing, at whieh 

i!"t '(1 a grc.lt multitude of laie
 as w('l1 
a.; clergy from Cam}Mgna and tl.e 'britime I)ro\"in('l'
. The people remaiu('(l 
"itllOUt the ehurch òur
l1g the night, \\atchiug the relics which were under iIlumi- 


· In Lih. II. Car. 101. t f'crm. IV. 

 Can. 27. 11tllli.L 
ficra, V. (j.t(i. 
tt L'rban V. 1264, Martin Y. 14
9. 


t Joan. DevC\t. Instil. Canon. Lih. III. tit. Iv. ). 
-; Episl. LVII. .. bixt. V. BreI. 1586. 
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llated tents, and singing "Hæc est vera fraternitas." On all sides a song, and a 
julJilation of laymen and of women, never ceased throughout the whole night.* 
In one of the. Capitularies which Dacherius brought to light after lying ill dust 
tor more than eight hundred years, we read as follows :-" It is to he intimated, 
that the appropriate responses should be said to the sacerdotal 
alutations ; for not 
only clerks and priests, dedicated to God, should offer the response, but all the 
devout people ought to answer with consonant voice." t By several councils in 
the time of Charlemagne it was decreed that "a laic ill the church should repeat 
the psalms and responsf'S, but not the alIehDah."! The people, as we see in 
Catholic countries at present, knew the p
alms hy heart. "Facile psalmi mem- 
oria retillentur," 
ays Kicetiu
, "si freq nenter psallantur. In psalmis Christi 
sacramenta cantantur." S An affecting instance of this knowledge is presented 
in the hi
tory of Spain. 'Yhen the Catholic army under Ferdinand and Isabella 
entered )Ioclin in solemn state, with the standard of the cross borne in the advance, 
they were accompanied by a band of priests and friars, with the choir of the roy- 
al chapel, chanting the hymn "Te Deum Laudamus." As they were moving 
through the streets in this solemn manner, every sound hushed excepting the an- 
them of the choir, they suddenly heard, 
uing as it were from under ground, a 
chorus of voices, chanting the words, "B
nedictum qui venit in nomine Domini." 
The procession paused in wonder. The voices were those of Christian captives, 
who were confined in subterraneous dungeons. The heart of Isabella was great- 
ly touched: she ordered the captives to be drawn forth from theil' cells; and thell 
these poor creatures came forth, wasted by hunger, half naked, and in chain:". 
l\Iany of them were brave knights who had been wounded and made prisoners in 
the (lefeat of the Count of Cabra. 
It must be acknowledged that this familiarity of the people with ecclesiastical 
offices, is a fact in the history of the middle ages of which many modern readers 
may not have been prepared to hear: for undoubtedly, in latter times, after sa 
long a period has elapsed since the removal of the blessed source of light and 
warmth, when the public mind and manners have been so estranged from the í'uper- 
natural tone of faith, when the only thirst recognized is fOl' tlelllsive streams, when 
the only pr()vi
ion made is for mere material intercst:::,-lllen lo
e all per
onal ac- 
quaintance with the sublime and heautifulliturgy of the church; and in compli- 
ance with theiL" weaknes
, the solemn .proses, Ole venerable hymns, are eithel' omit- 
ted altogether, or else pa
sed over in haste, as something frivolous or oh
olete, in 
which there is no interest taken. There remain but a few men, lo\'ers of antiq- 
uitYJ in who:o:e minJs the idea of the divine office is mingled with a certain .Vir- 


* Ita1ia Sacra, I. 67;). 
t Capitulare Ahytonis Episcop. BnsiJiensis III. Spicileg. Tom. VI. 

 Concil. )Iogunt. c. 9. C:lpitu1. 49, 1. .). Capitll1. 136. I1era]di Turon. 10. c.l05, p. 7. Bur- 
chard, c. 87. 1. 8. 

 Nicctius Episcop. de Psa]mmliæ Dono apud Dacher. f:3picileg. Tom. III. 
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gilian saùne;
, :l!t if it WPI'(" a thing that had lw>cn; amI who rannot hut fi.el in 
=--olUe ùf>grcc the aflliction of tllt' prophet" hCll ht' erit'Ù, "IIo\\' is the gtJId ob 'ur- 
ed, tlw ht...;t culor chang('(l ! " "])i"pt.
i =--unt bpitlt." . :lIIl'Íuarii ill C'apite umni- 
UIll p!atmrmu." nut 
omp l'..timatt> ilia)" he fc'rmt'41of what C'xi..t("(l in :1).,....'" of 
f:lith, from" hat \\t' find in countries whoI1) C.ltlwlic at IU'(''-f'lIt, wlH'I"(' i
 ...tilI 
fulfìlk'C.I the Pl'ayer of tllP dJUrt'h in thC' bencdiction of the p.t-,cllal ('aIHll ---thaL 
in whi('h 
he (It.
irl's that lI(>r ('(lurto ma
' r('",0Ilm1 \\ ith thC' J!1'('.lt voic e of the 
p('oplt'. )f:thillon !-}w':.11"", (If m:my !--l.'('UIaI' If ('II, l"in
:-. :II1t1 J)obh.:-:, \\ ho u
L'C.l, like 
\Ifr(.a awl 
t. Loni
, to Tl'('ite the lln.'viary ('very tlay.* 
The )"tmng .lIltI old, the pOOl' mil] rich, }"'r:--ol1 of I>oth b('xes awl of 1111 comli- 
tion..., u";l.d to kl1o\\ tlu'" ('OlUpo
iti(lns hy IW.lrt, am] would In\"e to return tu tht'm 
with tlIP ('our
(' of the ('C(.I{"oi3...tical )"('ar, :nul to !-ing th('JH \\ ith the lltnHH fi'rvor, 
lItt('rin
 ...0 rt'.uly alld !-o cortlial an " \uwn " 3.
 plainly 
pole a p.-r:--emal awl pro- 
fiJund conviction tlf their ju.,tit-c. In fiaet, for many uatllrt.."', till' MUll h(.in" im- 
hued \\ ith the melody of th... different C'atho1i' 11)'ml1"', p..alm..., untl pro!o>('.., \'as 
thought to he :In (:--..,'nti3.1 part of pclllcatioD, and almo:-t '" important fu! a knowI- 
('(lgt' of the C':.lh.('hi:--m; for, :a... tlat' am.i..uh hl"ld that it \\:1i Jlf'('(......ary to he a mu..i- 
('iall to 1lI}(lc
t:u1tl tlw Tima',... of Plato, !-o it Mo'('u)('(1 that, without a kl1t.)\\ I('(]b"e 
of nm::ti(', the philo...oph)' uf the Catlaoli . Churdl could not he Ul1tJer
t()Ot1. The 
truth is, that" ith our father.- dum -ti . or patriarchal had Dot suI....r... '(100 l'atholic 
amI Chri
tian mannc'r.-.; the tlh"it1iug' and nppropriatir.g 
pirit had lIot (]t-troyc,t! 
th:1t of tliffu...ion ; Jtlt'll hatlnut ht>('oll1e 1'0 fc)rmc.d to hahit
 of :",a\"a
t' f('rinl' 
t'('lu- 

iun as to male their hearth thl'ir altar; the l'llt(.rtainment..., tht> l' n\"l'n
atioll!t of 
their dOIDf-'h1ic circle, were nut (I.-arc!" to them than th ' puhlic ofJì . of re1igioll ; 
the fi'4iyal had not yit.ldf:'d to the L.lIlquet, nor the benediction to the amm-unents 
of ('\'('ning !o;Ot'Íl.ty. Tht churdu
 heing t11l
 a.c.;....mLlies Ino..t 
t'lll'rall.r and dear- 
ly loVt'(I, caTt.'ful antI C'uriun... pro\'i
ion \\a:-; made for the edification of tl1. lait)" 
by maintaining the <.;o1t'mn om 's unmainwtl, find hy L'lehrating them a..; the 
church prp!-crilwd. In tlH
e 
ra\.e time:i, "hen men (lCC'ply felt the utter inMm- 
patiLilit)" of rt'\"prenC'C with levity, office.., hOWl'\'t.'r rapicl1)' rl>(.'itc(], \\""I'f' 1I0t IllU- 
tiJatc"(l 01" pa

t'(I O\'cr in fin inartieulate and ('(Hlfu",(.>(l manner. For no JU:lII, 
YCbtl't.I in f:3cl"('t.l or any public di,rnity, ('ouM thl'u ha\" been al"cu.,oo of forming 
an C''{(.pptiun to tl1(\ g('l1(:ral charac.tC'r of the human race, as \\e finù it dcsig-nat('(l 
Ly HOllier, wllPl1 1)(' Jò:p{'ak
 of j.lEPÓ1tú]Y 1.!y()pG,rrUJY. The won1... rC'3cl hy the 
p..it':-õt for nIl Wt'I"(" 21., 'faLi1lo11 t)b
t'f\'c
, to 1)(' pronottn('("() alolle], th.1t tho..;.. who 
3. ..i"t('(1 could lwal' th('m.t In plaQ'" the farthc
t rl'moved from æntrc' of faith 
and :fi'r\"or, the ûffi('(.., "pre btill C(.lebratecl a{'('Orcling to the uni\.f>r
al cn40m of 
the ('hun.It-fOl. it W:I:i the d.....il"e of the holy 3.nel fi.rn.nt, not that of thC' 
('()rllfnl 
and imliffercnt, which wa
 cOII...ultet1 tInring the midtIlt' ages; on ac p mnt of" hich 
judgment, let no one attach hlame to former guides, since it was an evid
lJ('e of 


.. 'Pr.dat in YI. :-:æcul. ßcncd. 6. 


t Dc Stuc1ii.. 'I()nn
t, 
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their wisdom to n
ect the policy that would require things to be roouced to the 
10\\"e:;t stam.Iar<l, in order to plca.:;e the weakest. To prove this, we need only ob- 
serve how the Creator himself deals with men; for the beauty anù magnificence 
of the natural world, which are also a sacreJ scripture, or a kind of holy office, are 
not proportioned to the capacities of children, but it is only as men approach to 
highe
t cultivation of which their intelligence is susceptible, that they can fully 
appreciate them. By adhering uniformly to the Roman offices, the strong were 
Rupplied with the nourishment appropriate to the wan!::; of their intelligence, with- 
out ncglecting the interests of the weak; for he:-:ides that their particular want
. 
could easily be supplied, it was well known that they are always attracted anù 
pleased by meeting with what contains more than they can fully master, in the 
same manner as children are ravished at the words anù vo
ce of nature. It is not 
merely the expert swimmel' who loves to behold the ocean stream; children too are 
delightC'd when they look down upon its profouuù abys:i, and listen to its foaming 
tide. So do the humble and illiterate contemplate with awe the my
tic. solem- 
nities of the t'hurch, and in an ecstacy of the lliost sweet imprisonment, listen to her 
lofty song. 
In conformity with these principles, the divine offices were not merely celebrated 
in cathedrals an(l monasteries, but also in aU churches, from the sixth century. 
The eanOllS of the Council of Lyons, ic the year 475, commanded clerks who should 
he in village:; to a:;:;ist at matin:;. It was decreed in the ye
r 787, in England, 
by a council, that every chun.h 
hould discharge its course of canonical hours with 
reverence; and I
ing Edgar, in the tenth centnry, decreed that the bells should be 
tolled at the regular hours to give notice to the people. The same customs pre- 
vailed in France,-"so far," adds 
Iabillon, "were the laity of those ages from 
considering it a proof of great religion to lwar a ma!ò:s on days of obligation."* In 
fact, so habituated were the laity to filHI com:olatioll and assistance in the regular 
offices of the ('!lurch, that when, to meet the exigcncies of evil days, a new Ol'der 
aro
e, illu:o:tril'u;o; for the sanctity and learning for its members, but so instituted 
as to be oLliged to abandon their public celebration f(Jr active combat, till' fact of 
its h:n'ing churdl(,s without choirs was aùdl1ce(l as serious charge against it; and 
that, not by the religious of the ancient orders who aùhereù to them, but by sec- 
ular Illagi
trates anù lawyers, 8peaking in the name of the lay society.t 
81. Cæsarius, of Aries, on account of the number of laymen who used to come 
to matins and to complin, u
ed to recite homilies and passages from the sacred 
Scriptures and from the passions of the martyrs. From the l1inth century we 
find, ill the books of every age, that the ficts of St. Stephen, which according to 
the Roman ritual, were alone read at lliass, are given in the vulgar tongue; for, 
after having hecn n'ad in Latin, they u!'ed to be F'ung- in the vulgar language to 
the p(,OPle.t It is a filvorite opinion with tho:,p who fed no regret for the aban- 


* Di
quhit. de Cursu Ga1licano. 
Gcrhert, ùe Cuutu, Sacra., I. 390. 


t Pasqllipr neche;cl1es lÌe ]a France, Lib. III. 44. 
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llonmeut of 3.ueiput disrip1in
, that the (]p\.otional abidllity of men in the chur- 
dl('s in the Illi(hlle age:', wai nut combined \\ ith 
piritllal pil'ty, or the habit of 
mental praycr'. On Tl.fcrring, ho\\c\"cr, to the hook:-õ of that tinll', we find thi8 
opinion hai no otllt'r foundation hut the abll:::;e to which the be
 in
titutiCln... an: 
always liable. Constant allusion is made to the maxim of St. \n
ll..tin, "Nolt 
cIamans sed aman!3 L'3ntat in mlrc Dei." It '\as lhe l't.lict of the blcs:,t..J Hem.'- 
did, ttSic stem liS ad p..;allem1um ut JUl'US l1ætn\ {'oncon.lt"t \"()('i nn!"tm'_ 'ion 
in clamo=,'1 vocP,"saith laP," Of1 in puriUite CQrJi
 et compundioue lal'rYJIlarulll 
nns exaudiri sci3.111 11:-.. " *_hPr:.I)"cr is of tbe heart, not of the lip:-.," Sly
 lIugo 
of bt. 'Tictor;t who, on the other haw], glaO\\;:, elsewhere that the psalmooy aud 
long offices of the choir are not on that Rl'Cmmt tn he hlam('(l, hut to he animah.d 
with the f('rvor ofinh'rnallo\.c.t fhe remembram-e of having pronounml 011(' 
verse without a firm atteution c.1m'ing the office of matin
, upon \\ hich he "-as then 
meditating in the church, according to his cnstom, after inging it with the 
dergy, wa:; :,ufficient to iuduæ Itlynaldu:" Arehbi
hop of TIavpnna, to J"('COm- 
Illeucc it from the be< 6 inniug; which (levout l'.:\.ercise detained him till the brUlk 
of llay. This wa..:. in thc l)f.'ginning of the fourtl'enth ('('utnry.
 
" III the eæl
iastical h()lJg, \\e <10 110t regulate nur juògmcnt by the rules of 
the theatre," S3.
 
 Cardinal llolJ3., following qt. Jerome; ,,
() that if there he 3.11)" 
child with an inòiffi'rent voice, )Pl't if he h:l
 Kond work..:, he i..: a SWl'(>t 
in
r 1)('- 
f<<)rc God." uAb:o; !" cries bt. 
\UgU:-tiIl, "(I1ram multi bV1lalll vocc, ct corJe mu- 
ti 
unt ! Call tat Dee, qui vi\.it Dl'O." 
Thl"' celestial music C'Qn"i::sL3 in the contf'mplation of God, in exultation of mind, 
:mc1 in immortality of ho(ly. "r\eithcr hwect music," '-3
.S the wi
e \:-eetil-, "nor 
hymn:--, nor holy bouk..:, nor heautiful tn..His(',,:, nor the pn
pn('p nf good llH'n, 
nOlO uf devout hrcthren, can profit much ,\ ll<'u "e ar(' (Ie.... 'rtl'lI l)y gr:u...."', antlleft 
to our 0\\ n poverty." "The pr:1ypr of t1& I mouth," :-a
 - Louis of llloi
, "is 
like tlw 
traw; amI th3.t oCthe heart is tlw (rrain. TIlt's two J "f)iuCfI to(rpther are 
ð 0 
:fiworabl) hc:ml hy God."11 
\ notlwr :-pi ritual writf'r, (.
hortjng the l1ovi("(.:-, wl1('11 
US::)j
tillg at the divim. Om(
, to cll<'ri...h tlH' 1110..t fCI'vpnt (le','otion, in imitation 
of the angelic hiemrcll)', aclc1s;;, ((For all art
, if viewl'(l of them:-,e1vp
, lò;pparatetl 
froUl elevation of mind, are like dead bodies lying on the ground; hut if t llat 
f-pirit of life, whie'h thp mind can TC<'('iv(' (rom GOI.l, L{'
inq to hi ow, then in:o;t:mt- 
]y thc)" l'be, a))(l ..ll'clarc the glory of God:-' "
e r(':1<l in the ('anol1
 of f'roc.lo- 
gan
, that "the 
ingers 111U:-t he humble aud dl'vout nll'n," "quorum meloc1i:1 ani- 
IllOS populi circum:ootantis ael memoriam amoremque ("({'lc...;;tiuffi non 
oIum 
uLli- 
mitate ,'p..borum, 
,--'(1 l'tiam sl1avitate sonoru1U, quæ (licantur f'ri
"3.t."** 
The mo
t ('
pre':,-; 3mI minute rule:i wcre givcn to r('gulatc the l'Jt,.ternal Lchav- 


* III R('gu1. C. 20, 52. t nt' Anima, Lib. III. cap. 29- 
t .\nnot. EluC'ill. 
\l1e!:!or. in )IatthænID, Lih. H. 2. 
 IlaJin 
:lcra. 1. 3'\J. 
I Instil. 
pit-it. c. A. 
 P. Joan. 8_J('"U MaTh Instruct. ).melwrum. Ill. 1. 
** Crodugsngi nl'guJa C.1Douic. rap. :;0, apud I>acber. 
picill'g. Tom. I. 
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ior in the churches. The canons of the Synod of Risbach, in the diocese ot 
Rati::;pon l held in the year 799 1 commence with these words, '.In æde sacra ne 
strepunto; ne ambulanto ; ante finem rei divinæ ne excoounto."* The decrees of 
Crodogang descend to such particular det
i1s as to direct their censure against 
those loathsome guttural feats which the Easterns hold in horror, though at pres- 
ent in the most civilized nations of the "Test they are practised every where with 
effrontery. In this prohibition one discovers the gentle courtesy of the middle 
ages, for the words of the canon are, "ut infirmis mentibus non vertatur in nau- 
seam."t Spe.aking unnecessarily in the Church subjected offenders to heavy eccle- 
siastical censures in the middle ages as wel1 as in primitive times.! 
"To external reverence in the Church," says Cardinal Bona, "belong the keep- 
ing a watch upon the senses, the composition of the outward man, the tone of 
voice, gravity of manner, decency of habit, al l d the ob::;ervance of 3011 ceremony 
and prescribed rite; that the knees be bent, that we stand, sit, rise again, and in- 
cline as the occasion requires, that nothing may appear which can offend the be- 
holders."s Cassian,1I and St. Benedict' sanction the custom of sitting humhly and 
modestly in the church, when the occasion permits. In the decr(:es collected by 
I vres de Chartres, we read that the clergy are to teach the people to kneel at mass 
during Lent; but that on Sundays and festivals no knee should be bent from eve 
to eve, but that all were to pray standing, according to ancient discipline attest- 
ed by Tertullian,** and St. Irenæus,tt and enforced by the Council of Kice,tt 
which had never been interrupted in monasteries; Paul, the deacon, speaking of 
the monks of )Ionte Cas
ino, expressly mentions that they never bent the knee at 
the public office on Sundays, nor on any day between Easter 
mcl Pentecost.
9 
The custom of restiug one knee only on the earth is denounced in this collection, 
as having an indecorous resemblance with the act of the Jews who mocked our 
Lord. III! In the tenth century, during the canon of the mass, man lay prostrate 
on the earth; but towards the period of the great outbreak of heresy in the fif- 
teenth century, piety of men became so cold, that one bishop published ten days of 
indulgence to those who should remain at ma::;s until the end, and his successor 
continued it to al1 truly penitent and confessed, provided they remained on their 
knees, from the elevation of the holy Eucharist to the elevation of the chalice: 
so languid wa') the piety of that time.
' Koone instructed in the philosophy of 
the ages of faith, was disposed to consider such injunctions as friyolous. 
"Harmony in the body," says Plato, "appears always to be adjusted for the sake 
of sympathy ill the soul." *** "They wllO pray," I'ays St. Augustin, "fashion their 
limbs in accordance with the act of supplication whcn thc)" bend their knees, or 


* Germania Sacra, Tom. II. 110. t Reg. Can. cap. 1.'), apurl Dacl1er Spicileg. Tom. I. 
t Concil. Gradens. 
 Dc Div. Psal. 4!)1. I Lih. II. c. 12. -r Cap. 9. ** De Orat. c. 2:3- 
tt Fragm. H C. 20. 
% Chronic. S. 
Ionast. Casinens. Epist. ad Carolum Regem. 
II Ivonis Carnot. Decret. Pars IV. c. 36. -Ü"' JIabillon:Præfat, in. V. Sæcul. Bened. 
 G. 
*** Dc TIpr",h. Lib. X. 
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l'Åt
llJ their h.uul..., or pro
trate thC'IU...l'1vN on the ground, ahhough their in- 
vi
ible win and intention of heart be h.UO\\ 11 to God, mill he llocs not waut thc:,8 
signs that the human mind may be rev wed to Ilim, yet b)" them, man exci
 
him...
f more to proy and groau bmllLly :lmI fervently, aud I klWW not how, 
while the
e movelllcnt8 of the hOl.ly JUlI"t haye l)t.'('n I'rt'('I.>th'tl hy a I1IO\"l'l11l'Ut of 
the mind, lleverthelcs-.; by ml'.lIl
 of the l.
ternal ami \"i
iLle net, the iutt'rual :lInl 
iuvi...ible is increa....l.ll, and thu:3 what prccN(''i.I, is augmcnt("(] hy \\ hat fonow
."* It 
was but natural that before the ill\ cntion of rriq,ting, the 1b . ofbools by the lx-'Ople 
in the {"hurchcs l"houhI JlOt IJ:lye bt.'t'll g'('ueral. In the fift('('nth C('ntury, a prayer- 
hook .f(>r the lN
 uf the l){'()ple in En;.daml, entilll...1 tIll' J,\,'8tiya], n..,clllhl i ng t ho.,e :It 
prc....;,eut in U
e, was printl'l.l Ly "")'nkynlle "
ord(.. The P="lltcr, the GUl5pc6, tlJe 
Acts, as abo all the Collect..;, }:pistl "', anti G "pels, iì.,r the whule )"e&lr, were tnlll:r 
bted into Engli:;h by Uichard, a rl'1igiow Ll'rmit in the reign uf King Jlcnry II. 
The :Irehives of the dlUrdles uf
t. 
'Yerin, :at Bont...-:ltIÅ' of bt.'nIi
, LaOIl, and 
Itheilll:i, make Jllention uf lI1i
";;'lIs which \\ ere l'lIdo:-o('(] in nn iroll ('ab"t.' attadll...l to a 
pillar in the naYe, w that the hand couM entl'r throu,,.h the hal'S to turn OYer the 
}Y.lges. l\Ian)" of the Jait.r "liO f('pcaÍL't1 t]n
 OßìL'e, lnew DJo..t of it by heart; others 
imd lUanu
eript Jean-:; to a....:-.i
t their Illl'l1Il1ry. ,rhl'u the Emperur ofGermanr took 
leave of King Charle-; ,.... of l.'mlll'e, at Pari
1 Chrit-tiue de Pi
m NlY
, that he beg- 
ged that he wouM give him 011(' ofhi
 hook:i of hour-., ..;ayin(", that ho would pray to 
Goo for him. Thc king pl"('
utet.l him" ith mo, Ull .liu}.. thc other grmt.t The 
praYl'r-hook of Ch3rll"
-Il'- Chauyf', "hidl with hi:-- nibIl', is ill the king's library, 
at })ari..;, is bO\lI1l1 ri('hI)', <'o\"er(.....1 "itl. pn't'iuus t-tUIJ("=" amI \\ itll } .l:;-rl'li('f
 in ivory 
of the mo
t curious workm:m...hil'. In the ('hap.'] of thl' Ca
tle of ht. Ouen, be- 
longing to the knights of th · ONer of the :-;ta1", fouml(...1 hy King John, there 
was a bouk li)r their \L'-C in French pr( which is noticed in the catalogue of the 
libr-.lry uf Ch:I1'k... ,
.t In the IiLmry of PI:lSautia, may be &.>CD the P,a1tcr of 
the Empr
 }:ngclLcrg, \\ ifè of Loui
 11., writtelJ with hl'r 0\\]) hand in the )"l"&lr 
8-17. 
Jlow early the use of dCYI)tional man
ript'i ])I"Cvaill'tI in !-('('ular life ma)' be 
fOUlHI at h,.
tl'tl ('\,('n on thc an('icnt 
'pulcln't-:" a
 un that a11t'diug' tomh "hich 
:fil(,(,
 the mOUlUlU'ut of Dagohl..rt, in the .\l,bey of :"It. Df'ni,;;, \\ 11t're a young prin- 
c... i
 reprc:;('uktl in the uuiuJ(le of (1(':lth, with her poor little hook of hours 
p..c......,.d ni,rainst her 
ru. The rO:iar)", lll)\\ever, wa
 thc 1lU>:oòt ordinary devotion 
of the people in a devout 3mlmcditati\'e ag(', w]len men had leisure for contf'lll- 
platiun. This \\ a
 not ill...t i (Utl"(l hy the Y' ('nerahlc B('(le, as the Eng]i
h worù 
Leaùs has It..J some to 
uppO
l., for in the Engli...ta eouncils the Latin wonl1)('It('(lus is 
lI
('d, whieh DUC3nge JerivC:) from the Sa
un wonI, Ix.It. There is 
omethill
 \\ hif'h 
remarkably evinccs the spirit of the midJIe uges in thf' .J.dvice which We find given 


· De Cum pro 
lort\1l.ø. t Livre ,Ic }<'Iiiz, &c. Lib. III. c. 4.h 
* Lebeuf, Hist. du Diocese ùe Purb, Torn III. 
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JO assist men at their devotion and to nourish the fervor of their piety. The 
Church her8elf prays that what we cannot celebrate with worthy minds we may, at 
least, attend with humble service. * ,. 'Vhen cold in prayer," says one writer, "con- 
sider how many servants of God are then at their prayers, shedding tears of devo- 
tion in forest cells and monasteries, and in the basilica of the martyrs, and do you 
now in spirit join yourself to them. "t To this refers also what 
t. Ignatius calls 
the prelude of composition of place, as when men were told to imagine themselves 
actually present at the different scenes recorded in the Gospel. In the history of 
Leopold, Archduke of Austria, son of the Emperor Ferdinand II., there is given 
an account of his private papers, in which he drew up certain rules for his de- 
votions. In the manner of assisting at mass, he says, "At the GOEpel, I willlisteu 
to the words as if they proceeded from the mouth of Jesus Christ and were ad- 
dressed to me alone." Thee, too, Leopold, of Tuscany, among the worthies of 
antique days, let this humble page commemorate, whom in tìle church of the 
Annunciata, at Florence, I beheld on the festival of the Nativity of the Blessed 
Virgin: for when at solemn mass the book of the Gospels was ùrought to thee 
after the deacon had reacl therefrom, 
owly sinking on thy bended knees thou 
ditIst kiss it devoutly, and then with palms inverted hide thy face, at which 
moment I remarked some cheeks clown wnich stole a tear. That going up to the 
offering at mass, was a solemn and impressive thing which the peo
le in manj 
places have been unwilling to aùandoll. St. Emanuel, Bishop of Cremona, in the 
year 1170, celebrating mass, and refusing to receive the oblations of those who 
came up to the offering wearing long hair like women, the men who were rejected, 
retired to the door, and cut off their ha:- with their knives or swords, rather 
than suffer such a privation for its sake. I Similarly it was the basilica of St. 
Peter, at Spoleto, which was made to attest the solemn act of the citizens, who on 
giving themselves to the pontiff, cut off their hair and beards, being the first of 
the Longobards to renounce that ancient distinction of their race. 
 
The distribution of blessed bread among all who assisted at high mass, which 
each house in the parish used to offer in turn, was another ancient rite, originating 
in the eulogia, which was the surplus of bread offered by the faithful for the altar, 
that was blessed by the priest, and distributed to all who did not communicate, 
and to children. II 'rhe names of the offerers were inserted in dyptychs and recited 
from the altar. 
 Thus Dagobert. is relatCll to have given many things to the 
churches in order that on 
undays and festivals bis name might be inscribed in 
the book of life. ** \Ve find the names of Otho the Great, and of his wife Adel. 
heid. of Bruno, Archbishop of Cologne, and of Ot 1 1O'S brother 'V iUi <l,m, .Archbishop 
')f )la.yence. of UlP sons of Otho, and of forty- four other persons, nobles and 


· Prayer of :::). S. Perpetua and Felicitas. 1 Thom. à Kemp. Epist. 
t Italia :::)acra, Tom. IV. 60.3. 
 lb. I. 
II Thomassinus de Vet. et Nov. Eccle-;iæ Disciplin. Pa:,rs III. Lib. I. 14. 
'[ Saga de Diptychis Vetel"Um, cap. 4 .. Duchesn{>, Tom. I. Scripta Fra nor 
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rc1igious in the ancicnt ùiptJch of the monastery of St. 
[aximin at Treve
. In 
Italy \\ here the young are so t'xquisiÌl'ly forlnt,a and clHlowed with ðueh a rdìm.d 
mlll spiritua.llook, h:1\ ing lines so Ll'autifully lwncill.a that their countenanct's rt'- 
semblc those of angels in the painting;:, of Guido the Bologm':-:", one Illllst he ortell 
struck with the tcnller piety C\ incetl by poor children in the churches: antI 111'- 
thinks it cxplains 
"mewhat of the mitlille .'
es to })('holù these innocent.'!, with 
garnll'nt
 
o rough, anll fi(yun'H so soft allli delicatt'. pm
 ing by thern
t'ln's \\ ith 
the lltmo..t fl'n or and recollection. It appe:Lrs ,t}mt grt'ut caro W:l.i pm plo)"l'11 in 
c.1.cluding from thL' churche whate'cr might di:5tract the minlI" of th. people; for 
whit'h purph:,e tht'rc W:li a multihttlo of minor clerh
 cmployeù who had not strict- 
I) order
. In early daY8, the da.ngt.r of intt'rruption from till' pagans. mUlle the 
porb'rs of great consequence. 
'\11cn Pope 
t. Cornelius \\ as (.lectcd in "!j.j" the Roman Church had forty-four 
pric
t8 and one huntln'ti untI cight ministl'r
. The proportion of the latter in- 
crea<.;t.d since tho tirnc of Const:mtine, amI for five hundn'ù )"pars till' churchc
 
were magnificently served. By many ùecr ''i, &8 tJmt of tho Council of 
<Llzhurg, 
in the year 13bG, the l
nalty of suspension ""3.::1 to be incurreù b,r such of the clergy 
as faile!I in pa} ing due nttention to the condition of the yestmpnts, ornaments, anù 

acreù vessels of the altar. * To pre":'l'rH' tht' CaLhpdral of Pil'ntina in its original 
b('.mt
., Pius II. i
 founder puhlÜ,heù a tll'cre' in the Yl'ar 13G"!, pronouncing the 
bCvcrest censurcs on anyone who shoult1 \"iolatc the whiteI1c.\,S of the walls and col- 
umns. t Fleury amI Chardon rcmark that th(' saints of the early a
ps, in attend- 
ing "ith such care to e\.lernal thing
, wt're not occupied nbout trit1t,s. They un- 
tlerstootl tho importance of prf': 'n-iug tho boauty of tho place, the silf'ncl'. dCCOfl1m, 
order of the discipline, and the maj' ty of ceremonies. 
eniccs of this nature \\ ero 
not then delcgatell to vulgar hirelings of ferocious manners, but to spiritual persons 
in whom mel'klH',,
 sWl'etenc(] duty. 'Vomen wpre tll','er to a.ppro:,ch the altar to 
discJmrge nny ministrJ. t By tlln Council of Ch:îlons in 6:>0, a.8 by many others, no 
one wearing arms was to prc..,ume to enter the church. "\Ve who are always sur- 
roundeù with the arms of ll'gitimate empire," says Theoùosius the youl1gpr, II anù 
who 
houlù be constantly aUcllllt.t1 by nn arml'd comp:m
' neverthplcss w}){'n about 
to enter the tl'mplt. of God. l('a\ e our \H'apons outsitlt\." The CounC'il of Slcugastall, 
howevcr, admitteù of one exception in f:l\'or of the king. At the time when tho 
Xormans Wert' in military piJ
L:o;
ion of tIll' couutr)', Count Rodulf, one of their 
chieftains, came to t111' Abbey of '1
)Iltt, Ccl.Sino \\ ith the intl.ntion of taking the ab- 
Lot pri:;oner, 
et on (>ntering the chnrC'h ht' ll'ft hi
l'rm... as usual, says the chronicle, 
outside, of which the servants of the abbey proceeded to take an advantag p that 
could only be ('xcuscd by the danger of their Tosition.
 In like manner, when 


· Gprman Sacra, Tom. JI. 4fi"!. t Italia Sacra., L 11\}1. 
t Ivonis Carnot. Deeret. Pars 11. c. 1:J:). 

 Chronic. S. )Iouast, Casinen..,is, Lib. II. c. 71. 
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Desiùerius, a young prince of Beneventum, came there with his company, we l'ead 
that the servants were left outside the door, ostensibly for thtj sake of guarding the 
swords and horses, though in reality it was to provide for the escape of the prince, 
through a postern in the church, in orùer to accomplish his desire of embracing 
the monastic habit. * When in the year of 1406, at Paris, some serjeants had seized 
during the divine office in the Church of St. Jacques de la Boucherie, a criminal 
who had retired there, the divine service instantly ceased, and interdicts were ful- 
minated which were not loosened until the sentence of reparation had been passed. 
In the book before the last, we had occasion to revert to the law and custom of 
asylums, for in the middle ages, we read of men taking sanctuary where now they 
take vengeance. Who is not moved at hearing that in times of the greatest disorder 
and misery, there was always one city of refuge, which never beheld the horrid 
images of war, where no gentle loving spirit was constrained to recoil in terror: 


rat;ß
(1at; xa"-lCóv r', ý}òÈ. Mtþov ;7T7TLOxaír1Jv 
ÒHVÒV á7T'álCporúrllt;lCópVOoç Vf.vovra vO
(1aç,t 


where no one, however daring, was ever seen even to enter "l"opvfJPfJlOÇ aifJo7TL 
xaÀ"
; for the act of Philippe-Ie-Bel, who entered the Church of Nôtre Dame on 
horseback, on returning to Paris after his victory in Flanders, was like a sinister 
omen of future impiety, and only in character with the tyrant, who had pushed 
his sails into the temple and spared not even Christ's vicar in his wrath. The 
reverence due to the sacred mysteries was accurately stated and strictly maintain- 
ed. It was reserveù for the faithful of later times to behold in their 
:tllctuaries 
the boasting of those who hate God in the miùst of his solemllity-" Et gloriati 
sunt qui oderunt te in medio solemnitatis tuæ. "! "Consider, my beloved," says 
St. Ephrem of Edess.<t, "with what fear those stand before the throne, who wait 
on a mortal king. How much more does it behove GS to appear before the heu,-en- 
Iy King with fear and trembling, and with awful g.r;,avity."
 "Here were," as 
St. Chrysostom says, "greater symhols than the holy of holies contained, for here 
was not the cherubim-here were not the urn and the manna, 
mù the tables of 
stone, and the rod of 
\aron, but the body and blooù of our Lord."11 "Truly 
tremendous," he criC's, "are the mysteries of the church-truly tremendous are our 
altars. ,.
 
The custom of standing during the di,.ine offices is indicateù in the name given 
to the wooden recesses in the choir of collegiate churches, though at the lessons all 
were permitted to be seated, after the example of Christ among the doctors; and 
holy men speaking of this practice, remark the saying of ...\.ristot1e, that by sitting 
anù resting the mind becomes wise. ** A very ancient inscription which was for- 
merly on the steps of the pontifical chair in the Church of the Vatican, proves that 


· Id Lib. III. c. 2. 
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it was the custom at nome, in rl'llloto times, 11:1 it otill continue
 to Lc in many 
countrit's, for the meu to bf' pbced on one siùe of tho church ILIld thl
 \\ omen on 
the other.. En'ry emerg('ncy is provided for by canonista respecting tho cde- 
brntion of the Chri::,tùm my:,terics. If n priest in 8aJing m sboulJ drop dead 
or be taken ill, bn as to he nnahlo to procl'l'd unù if thi
 I-ihoul<l h.'ppl'Jl bt'fore the 
cons('cratiou, thl' m:k18 "a
 not to bo continued bJ anotllt'r priest; but if it he nrt
r 
the cons(,cf"d.tion, the IDa.:;,3 was to be tìlli:1hed by another priest, though he shouhl 
not be fusting. in order that the mJsteries mi ht not be left imperfect; for the 
ecc1e
i:1c.:ti(,:l1 precept which enjoin
 tho fa...t W,iS to gin. \\":'1 to tho n

ity of 
completing the -=acrificl'. \
 the canon "ay
. .. Sinco \\e are all one in Chrit-:t. thl 
diversity of persons forms no contr.iriety. .. If th. church shoul<l b(> violated or 
polluted, before the canon, till' ma
 w .. tl) \.)(' interrupted, if after it, to be com- 
pleted. If the ILIh-ance of an ('nemy, or thl' hr akin
 in of 11 flood, or nny ruin 

houltl occ:L--inn imminent danger. hl'forl' th(' ('anon, the m:LS...; wa
 to be 
u
peuded, 
if after tho consecration. the priest W:I.:) h.1.StiJ.r to receive the body a!Hl blood. [f 
an ('tlemy of the Christian reli
ion should thr('atel1 the pri 'st "ith death, unless 
he hreak ofT the mac;s, tIll' c.mollistB aid that the prie4 W:H bonntl to continuc, 
though at tho ri:,k of hi.; lif... \\ hctlll'r it b 1Jl'fore or after tIll' con&..
ration. Pope 
(Irf'
ory \FII. being wound('d on the 111':,a by IUl assa:;...;in, who f."OI'l'tl King 
IIenrJ, as he said mass on the night of Christmas. did not descf'nd from the ultar 
until he had fini
hetl the nu,..s which he hat! hl'
un. But tlll'ro were BOnk, 0 '(':1- 
sionR whl'n it W:L..
 lll'ld 1}('('("
:Lry to hreak oft the mlh. ('\'en after the cOIlt;ncratioll. 
ßI;J wllPJ1 11 elying chiM wa.i to hI' hapti7l'd, or finy one W.L":' to be confp.:,gcll :11111 
administerf'd 1 w ing at the point of death, who otherwi::!lc might hu,"c died without 
till' 
'lcrameuts. t 
On tho fe<;ti\al of 8t )ficha..l. a.
 the' Christians Wl're a......;prnhll'd in the I...hIlll 
of )IoTe, antI St. Franci:J ""\a\"Í('r W:L.'I ut th ' altar sUJillg JU.\ð.'. a violl'nt c;Lrthql1akl' 
came on in till' middlr of the sacrifice. The peopl(. in tit(' ntmo..t terror fl.-II out 
of th(' church, hut th(> 
aint rmnainell 8t thp altar .LIHI finÏ!::IH'd th(' 
:.\creelm)",tpri('s. 
The barbarians were lost in a
toni..;hn}('nt on heholding .L man \\ 110 rprnail1l'Il im- 
movable, v. hile the rock
 awl th' mountain..; tfl'mhl('tl, 81111 tlll'Y jUdgl'll him to 
he di\"inp.t The 
\rchl]llkp r,polloll] of 
\u8tria. son of HI(' Emperor Ferùinand II.. 
hein
 at hi" Ilf',"ntion
 in a ('hurph at 
:\lgfelll, and the artillery of the (\nemy 11(\- 
ginning to rarTt'. ancI thp b
ls to fly on all t-:i,ll'::. Ill' WHS warm'd of his ,langer. but 
ho replied, "that no one coulc1 injurp him "'hilt' he wa.d so n "Lr hi.. (;011." In the 
Fran:;;isc1.n convent. at Clonml'l, in the mitlst of th' choir \\
 the stately monument 
of Edmond Rutler, Baron of Cahir, 
Ln of marble. with very cnriou
 fignre
 and 
bas relievos. That haron heing at high mass in tilt' mona.-;tl'ry. nl'Wd wa'i brOll(rht 
him that the Earls of Ormonll and the Barons of Dunhoirw, hi rcI3tiolJ
. were then 


· Pauli Aring-hi Roma Suhtf'rranea, p. 117. 
t Bpnel.l. XIV. tll' S:L<,,'if. )fj......:('. 
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. 


t Rouho1\r'-1, J. 
I/:J. 



....\.n ES 0 F F AITR. 


117 


raxaging his lanù3. lIe was no way discomposed, but staid till the mass was fin- 
i::;hed, and then marching against the inva.ùers, defeated them. * Louis XII. on 
entering a church to hear mass, received a letter, which was known to contain news 
of great importance respecting the success of his arms. Nevertheless he would not 
open it until the sacrifice wa
 finished. In these ages, men otherwise steeled 
against conscience were found impressed with such a reverence for the churches, 
that they shrunk from the thought of making them the scene of their crimes. 
'Vhen Verinna, one of the conspirators in league with Fiesquo, proposed to as- 
sassinate Andrew and Jannetin, Doria and Allam Centurione, while they were 
tL::;sisting at mass, the count instantly rejected the plan with horror, declaring that 
he would never consent, for the sake of any advantage, to commit such an outrage 
to the most holy mystery of religion. This fact is mentioned by the Cardinal de 
TIetz. Who has not heard the su.rprising history relating how the Christian 
churches wero respected even by the barbarous invaders of Rome, to which St. 
Augustin, with such eloquence allUlles, in comparing them with the heathen temples, 
saying, Ibi amissa, hic servata libertn,s: ibi clausa, hie interdicta captivitas. The 
basilicas of Christ inspired ferocious barbarians with humility and piety, who then 
gave a new spectacle to the world?t 
Having now taken a general view of the sacred offices in relation to history, in 
order to completo what we have begun, let us conceive ourselves present, and pene- 
trating as it were into the crowd, let us cast a contemplative look upon the won- 
drous and the tender scene. Lo, what an assembly is here. This is the bles:;:ed 
vision of peace. It is here that the race of men seems amiable. It is here that 
we feel how near they are to God who thus showers down his mercy upon them 
in the midst of his temple. Yes, sweet is the air of temples to those who have 
endured the thirst of tho Babylonian exile, to those who have wandered sufficient- 
IJ long in the land of malerlictions as to discover how tasteles
 are its fruits, anrl 
how void of perfume its most gorgeous flowers. At the first step on entering this 
garden of God, it is as if ono emerged from a withering atmosphere to feel the 
hm1thflll and delicious breeze of mountains. What a glow of charity suddenly 
transports the heart and revives the fancy, though joy and hope had before seemed 
dead. K 0 distrustful, or malignant, or inquisitive looks cause you to feel yourself 
a stranger, for it seems to be here as it is in Pararlise, where the blessed hail each 
new arrival, crying,- 


"Lo one at'rived 
To multiply our loves." t 


Unnumbered are the wretched men possessing lofty souls tortured by the feel- 
ing of isolation, and afflicted with unutterable anguish at the thought of remain- 
ing forever unknown. They thirst after society,-after communion with congenial 
intelligences. What society thf>n can be found so a
iable, so inspiring, so full of 
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all consolation. and of uIl remedies for human lIlisery 8.8 that of the faithful in tho 
UOUse of ((où ? They wish to be entreated, and that their presellce m.lY be sought 
fur, but what 11101"0 noble ill, itations or moru worthy of ull a('ceptation call they 
receho than th():)ß which arc malIc to all the faithful in a Catholic city when they 
arc cntreated tu come, rich ml'n and hf'g
aTh, in such composed amI secmly 
fellowship .LS would bccol11l' the fair l'qualitJT of the gohll'J1 world, to honor the 
memory of Bome friend of GOII in tho church \\ hieh hus invokell him? The 
feasts of .secular luxury last but for lL short '1-'011. III th.. ,].Ï\iIlC temples thl'ra 
is un eternal festi\ it)", for nothing there is celebrated that passes away, or that 
had n shadow of chang-c. Eh'rllal is the festi'"al in \\ hich, ns St. Gregory says, 
we escape from our 0\\011 mutabilit)" hy heho1din u ' him \\ ho is immutable-'" )1\1- 
tabili
Ltl'm no.stram tml1.scl'nùcmus \ illl'n<lo immutabilem.... U From that festivi- 
ty;' says a hrreat nuthor, "there is heard I know not what cert:.un sweet song in 
the ears of the hl'art, provided the world ,,10th not disturb it. This unearthly 
80UllÙ sOOthl'S the ear of him \\ 110 \\ alk:-; in tho courts of GOII, who considers the won- 
ders of God in the redemption of the faithful; alllI it le
,Jl'th the t:;tac r to the fountaill
 
of waters. 
 evcrthclbS bincc as long as we are in the booJ we arc journeying at 
a ùistance from the Lorù, and that the corruptible body wcighs clown the mind, 
anù tl'rrl'nC cares oppre-:J it, if hy desire:! 'oml,timp, we corne to that soulllI, yl't 
aftl'r l' while by the \wight of our infirm it)" we f:,1l1m(.k to our u('e1l40mt'd sor- 
row
. But there we sha)) alwaY8 fin,I that in "hich \\ e can rejoicl', although here 
there is never \,anting tlmt which caus's us to mourn. ..\.1111 now transporting 
ollrsd\cs to the neighborhood of some church in the middle age
 beho1t1 what n 
multitude re
ort8 thitlll'r. TIll' beU .sOllllll('cI within tho loft) to\Vl'r like the Di- 
Tine Toice, cans m
my. 8000n you so' tlU' humble crowd winding it
 way along 
thp pious path. It is the poor orphan who spins 38 she \\alh.s; it is the blind 
Hum who fecl
 his w:'y with his stich.; it is thl' timid heggar whose hand hol<1s ßo 
rosar)' ; it is the child \, ho carCSSl'd e.,ch flower as hI' pa......
'., b)"; it is till' old man 
who hastens with feeble st{'ps ;-youth and age .ue 111(' friends of noù. ..t 
But ere we proceeù furthpr, let us listen to th,.. solemn murmur of thO
l' bells 
which invite the faithful :-for though, in a form('r Book, we hall occa.sioll to 
s!wak of them, still ono cannot refuso to return, and ,stand awhile. mu
ing at their 
sonnd 
 
In the life of St. Loup, BIShop of Sens, \\t" rend, that whcn King Clothairo 
heard the bell of St. Stephen, he wag 80 c1elight..,tl with its tone, that he ordered 
it to be removed to Paris, whero he might always hear it: ancI thl' bells of :::)t. 
Saviour at Blois sent forth such ha.rmony, that when everything" eb
 seemed to 
fail, they \\ere founel to soothe that profound melancholy to which Henry III. 
was subject.! In the chronicles of It..<dy, we ha.\"e another example of attention 


· HOIll. II. Lib. I. sUlwr Ezedl. 
top 1a )Iartinp Hal"ll1oni,'s POf'ti'lUPs, n. 102. 
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to the music of bens. The Countess 
fatilùa Euril1a. while remaining at Ferrara, 
went to take the diversion of hunting, with spears and nets, in the woods near 
the Benedictine ..:\.bbey of St. Bartholomew. Imperceptibly the time passed, till 
the meridian hour found her exhausted with hunger anù fatigue. The monks then 
callle out. and with aU benignity invited her to take refreshment, which she did 
not refus..,. -So sooner had she sat down to table than tho ben from the tower 
emitted a dead and abrupt sound, upon which :5he a
kl'd how it came to be split, 
a.nd why it ha.d not been cast afresh, in order that it might give a clearer sound. 
The monks beginning to speak of the poverty of their hou
e, she immeùiately 
took off her jewels and her gold spurs, which slH' presented to the abbot. The 
bells were afterwards caned by the I talia.ns the spur-bens, and a spur was engraven 
on the brass, with yerses commemorating her pious liberality. * The office of the 
bell used to be described in these lines :- 


" Lam10 Deum verUlU, plebem voco, congrego clerum. 
Defunctos plo1"o, pestem fuga, festa decoro." 


Inscribed on the bell were generally variou
 
olemn Jines. Thus on one bell of 
the Cathedral of Strasbourg, you read- 


"
uncio festa, metum, nova quællam, flebile lethum," 


on another-" 0 Rex gloræ Christe, veni cnm pace." on another- 


" Vox ego sum vitæ, voco vas; orate, venite." 


Each tone had often a distinct object to indicate. Thus there was the great and 
solemn bell exclusively for the high festivals of the Church. Of less magnitude 
was the bell of the ..\.ngelus; the bell to announce the opening and termination of 
the fair; the ben for the retreat; the bell to announce the divine offices on ordi- 
u.u')" occasions. That certain bells of the towers were soumleù at the elevation, 
as well as other parts of the divine office, in order that the people without the 
church might be e
cited to prayer, can he collected from a. letter of Ives of Char- 
tres. to :\lntilcla, Queen of Englanù. thanking her for the present of bells to that 
church. t X eyer can I lose the memory of what I experienced under the dome of 
Florence, when one heard as if on all sides the in(listinct moa.ning of that solemn 
bell. Dugdale relates that A.thelwold, Abbot of Abingdon, in the tenth century, 
made a wheel, which was filled with .belJs, which being sounded on the greater 
festivals, used to excite the devotion of the people. In mallY churclu's, as at 
tras- 
bourg, there was a differeut musical air executed by the bells three or four times 
each day, besides a peculiar harmony of joy for each of the festivals of Christmas, 
Easter, and Pentecost. Celebrated were the bells of Freyburg in Brisgau; of St. 

tephen at 'Tienna, which tower was erected by Conrad Zaringgen in the twelfth 
century.-of balzbnrg, Erfort. Hamburg, Holm, Houl'n, Lyons. Tours, Pari
, and 


* Italia Sacl'a, I. :130, 
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of many other plact.s. It rcquin'J the force of Si'ttecIl men to bound thc great bell 
of 
tra
bourg. which mCc.1:)urct) h\eut
-t\\O feet ill circumfcrcIlce. In Italy tht're 
wert. Lclls weighing twpntJ-two thou
ulll pounds. 
nut wc an' at the portal; till' 
pace Ldon' \\ hich is entitled tho Pam()isc, either 
from its intrinsir beauty or from it..s proximity to thecour
 of hc..lvcn,. or from the 
Loàies of the faithful rt'po
ing tht'fl', fuI before the church of \malphi. t Thc 
\\ hol(' ground too, a
 L(.fon' the c:Lthl'tlml of Cefalu ill Sicily, by tIll' piet)r of Count 
Hoger,t find in front of tho nohlt. church 
 

Llt'rn(). built hy Hobert Guiscnrd, 
was oftcn del-ply co\'prl'd with holy earth, which had been brought from Jl'ru
- 
lem: and in many p1art..
, n.s at 'ola, the \\hole b&iliccl "ag surrounùeù '\\ith 
scpulc!m's, urn
, mHI in:'.'riptions. J'l'()olt'llt of \"l'nemhlt, antiquity. At the gatt' of 
the latter) ou reat) thcst' linCð- 


.. Si
tc f.,rradum. qu.uun... prllpf'

, ..n ..i..te, vid.tor; 
Tt' co,..,rat plf.t.
.., I"('lig'J()(IUI' loci. 
Qw'mque \ug-u..tinu.., I'aulinu.., Bf.daque labri.. 
Conc('1t'b...1I1t, ft..xo tu ,".-npr.u..' g-pnu. 
In
df'N', at mundo ('onlt'. pt ..unnl P'Ccute plantas, 
Hanctorum (IUanllo corpora l11i11.> prf'mns. " 


This inscription at thl' cntrance of the c.1thedml of [hri in Apulia, admonished 
tIll' :-:trangcr to imitate tl1(' humility of tlu' holy 11ll'1l, ll:l.lia.
 and Eu:::t..'1chius, who 
ha.d built awl ul)orrlPll that churl'h. concluding thul;j :- 


.. IIi.. g-r.uhbu.. tUlllll.1i.. a-.cl"n..u.. ad alt., J1t'
atur. 
I [ik g'J'at.libu.. blamh.. lIu.CI'f'n' cpl..a datur. 
Ergo Dt' tUI11c..L", flui 
ur.-.uI11 !>camh'
 lju.cris, 
Hi.. humili.., supplpx, planus, .'t nltu.. f'ris.'" 



('l' thf'::(, smiling chihlrcn on the stcp-.t, tht,8C playful inno('cnt.., who 8ervo in the 
tpmple. S....e too thc
c devout widow
. the. CI (' humblp men. who ha..tcn to ascend! 
Ah! Iu>rc must bc tho cntrant" to joy; hert' we shall havp rl'ne\\ l'J the l)paceful 
beauteous drCàlIlB of youth, here wc shall be remindl'(l of the thoughts of our 
goldpn yc.ars. For we may remark that thc Church, unlik(' all that b('longs to 
tIll' world, IS J}f'TCr renr}t>rcd by nge dif!t'fcnt from what it \\n
 foun(l to be at first. 
It it) like a treasury. in which all the pa.st joy:; of mpll ILr(' pre..ern'd. Th' ÌJmo- 
('cnCl' and d.elights of youth, the intcllel.'tual riche:! of matnrit), are laid up in stùre 
Ill're. 
afe and uninjured. ,,) Olll a.s he grows oM, IH'comp#; w('ary of it, but on 
till' contrary. the human 11l'art 100PS awl H'I\Cratl's it. if po')Sible, e:II'h llay, mort' 
and more, for whilp it fl'ßtor
 to tht' milHI of m:m all th' bloom anti fragrance 
of his fir8t ;}'f'ars, all that gaTc joy to h18 ) outh, it pr
('nts to it in pro:spl'ct th(' 
fuhll'
 of joy and pleasure for ('H'f mOft'. .\t the <Ii\ ine u1tar, the Catholic Ll'- 
holds and pOS8C
 whate\'er ha.s rejoicl'(l hi
 
oul in lift : he 
t'(':of till' btar hy whieh 


· In Chronic. S. 'Iona.st. Casincns. Lib. II. c. 9. notæ. 
! SiciJia Sacrd., IT. Rt3. 
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he has steered through all the gusts and tides of the world's mutability.-But let 
us enter, passing with timid steps oyer thl' threshold; for underneath it often lies 
buried some humble pontiff, Iike Bartholomew Castelli, who causeù his body t<, 
be placed before the greater door of his cathetlra.l of )lazara, in order, a
 an in- 
scription testified, that it might be trod upon by the feet of all, * an instance similar 
to which we find at the church of St. .Tam('s of the Spaniards, in Home, where, 
through tlH
 same humble choice and de:-:irc of mercy, the body of Bartholomew 
de 1a. Guera. Duke of Albuquerque. amI 
\rchhishop of SiPOlltO, lies buried under 
the threshold. t Lo, what a crowd fiUs the holy place 
 This is the house of the 
Lord, founded on the tops of the mountains, and exalted above aU hills; and all 
nations come to it. and sa.y, .. Glory be to thee, U Lord." 
\r e have many records attcsting the fulfilment of these worels from the history 
of the ages of faith. Apo11inaris Sidonius de
cribes the solemn vigil on the feast 
o[ St. Justus. "The processIOn was' before light; a vast multitude was there of 
both sexe::. whiph that capacious basilica could not contain." St. Hugo \TI. abbot 
of Cluny, was obliged to enlarge the church of the monastery, as it was not able 
to contain the crmnls that resOl"Ìed to it. t Great was the multitude which the 
fcsti,-al of the martyrs, in the first a;-es. drew from all parts. to the churches which 
cuntained their relics, when, a::; Theodoret says. our Lord haù brought his dead 
into the I'oom and place of the heathen gods, anù instead of the fensts of Jupiter and 
Bacchus. were celebrateù the festi,-als of Peter and Paul. 8t, Paulinus enumerates 
more than twenty cities and prm-inces of Italy, of which the inhabitants came every 
Yl'ar with their wi,-es and children. in the depth of winter, to honor the memory of 
01U' confcs,or, St. Fc1h,. in the city of Kola. \Ve may judge what \Va::; the con- 
course at Rome on the festivals of 
t. Hippolytus, <;:t. Lawrence, and the Apos- 
tIes; or at Tours, on that of :::;1. )fartin. "At X ola," says St. Paulinus, "it is 
delightful to behold one city encloi;ing many cities, amI such multitudes united by 
one vow. Thither came the people of Lucani:t and the Appulian youth, the Cal- 
a 1 )rians too, and they from joyful C'amp:mia. whom rich Capua and beauteous 
Kaples encircle with ample walls,-they who cultivate the happy lands of (;a]e8. 
whom powerful ..\tisia and mother 
\ricia send. Home even rejoices to see her 
sacred precincts deserted for the honor of Goa, while far and wide the issuing 
multitude pur::;ues the Appian way. X'or are the rough tops of the Latin monn- 
tains less thronged, a-.: they whom lofty Præne::;te, whom festive 
-\.quinum nouris!..., 
antI whom ancient Arùea sends from its borders, repair to the festival. Thither 
ha
tell crowds also from Olive bearing Yenafro; and the hard Samnites le&.ve the 
mountain tower
- 


.. \ïcit iter durum pietas, amor omnia Christi 
Vincit, et alma fidt..,..;, animisque ]ocisque rigentes 
Suadet acerba pati, simu] aSpet'.L ponct'e corda. 


* Skilia Sacra, n. 
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Una dips l"m)('to
 \ocat, una pt Sola l'l'Ct'ptat, 
V ota(luP ph'n:
 sui'i Sp.Ltio::>.Lque limina ('undis, 
Crcda.... innuml'rb ut mcenia cJilata\.it 
1I0
pitibu.., !o.ic 
ola a......ul'g'it im:Lg-iut' Hom:l'." · 



t. (trl'CTon" of 'rours relates, th:1t on the fc,ti\"al of till> Llcsspd mart\"r of the 
:-.. 
 .. 
church of Brcst, u clerk of the abbey of Limo
e'
, coming- to t1ll' ft'sti\"it), sUi'll 
was the multitude of pt>oph'. tll:Lt lU' eouhl not upprl)a,'h to the' holy tomb, nor 
even l'nter \\ ithin tht' church. tIn till' 'yl'ar l
OJ, one of thc articlc::; of th 'J uhill'l' 
at. Hum'H, rl'quiring :LiSistanc' at :L solemn m.w in it..
 ('atl1cIIral, that immell ." 
church ('ouid not contain th(' mu1titlllll', so that ("ro\\\I:; in dccp dl'\otiorl knelt out- 
side', and fiUed the adjoining 
trl't'ts.t 
t., ,,10 8:'J
 that tllP chureh of 81. :\lartin 
at 'rour
, though of imnH'n.;e 8i.lc. W:L..; t')I) t-m:Ln for thc ('ro\\ .Is that ..;ought to 
l'nter, insomuch th.,t th,' mils of tilt' chOIr ILIltl the gate po
t.s u
I>.1 to g-ive way 
hdore them: and hc ad 11:;: , '" (In:un 11('\'otam ,iol('ntiam ('rl'IIo, g-ratam halU't dom- 
nu
 ipso 'fartinu:;. u,ll'\l'rnplllm \"i,Il'licl>t I )omini Imi qUl'lll tllrha> ('nmprinH'h:ult. ,.
 
This jlll1gnll.nt of tIll' mi(Ic])t' ;&,ycs, a"l'()f(\illg tn whil'h an importunatl' cro\\'II 
W:l
 a Bnhlinll' 
pl'('t&,\'II'. :L
 hl'ing 11 practicnll'\ idt'nct'. :
 well us a killil of relwti- 
tÍon of the fa ,t:
 of till' ('hri..ti:m hi"tor)", has nothin
 to fl':Lr from a ('ornpari
on 
with th(' gcnl'ml 
l'ntilll
'nt of tIlt' mOlh'rn
 on th,' 
:UJ)(" 
Ilhjl'l.t: ILt }.':l,t wh('r(' afTl'c- 
tionat(' awl phito
ophi(' miwl."! an' to (It>h'rmilU' tIlt' flue"tioll. TIll' ha...-tp of the 
:-:h"pIH'rtl
 allli till' air of till' 
tahlt' Wl're not forg'otton un thl'
(' oCl':
ion
 in Catho- 
lip tinw
; nor llid an
' onl' di,,(h,in to .hul him.....}f in ('Ollbwt with the ù('\'out mul- 
rihllh'. whi('h woultlu......urt.llly. "ith tlU' I-anw impol.tllllit). ha'l' prl',..I
l'\Iupon Chri
t. 
I
'in
 ut Lon'Un. on till' fl'
ti\'al of tlH' Bati\;ty of tIll' Ble' 't'll Yirgin. I l'ouhI 
,lOt pt'l1l'tmtt' within till' ;:,:mta ('a:;a until lat(. in tIll' ',cuing of th 'cOIuI Ja)". 
whcn bcing remarkl'(l by onc of tile' 
mmI
. I \\:LS with eharihbIC' 'Çiolel1('e PUIJl-d 

hrol1gh t11(' mOrt' fl'rn'nt thron
" SOIll(' II1PII c'onw IH're to inquire' nntI 
l)(,clllatl' 
!thout tllP ori
in of :L1Wil'lIt tratlition
. but to mI'. who ('ouM not rt'main in!-l'n
ibl(' 
to the illt.'ntion of thi:-: \a.
t ll111ltittllh'. 
o \ i
ihly impr p' d with th(' same tender 
(Lwl devout atTcction>t, marvcllously foolish bl't'm such p:Jin
 It was enongh for 
lIll' to mt'<<1itat{" on what I felt nnd 
aw. 


.. TIlt' ail' or Parm1i
1' did Can t I... hO\I...... ,md an
l'ls officf'd a))." 


Ld us remark lu>rc what tL charm mu
t hn\ p hcen f01l11l1 in tho \aril't.y of char- 
'lcters which pompo:'t'd thil'l multitudp. In mo\lern tinw8. u.tter Buch a snc('(" 'i\c 
ùiminution of truth8 affccting both the 
piritll:\1 amI thc material hierar('h
 of Sl)- 
cicty, uothing can be more monotonous than an ,"!5Scmbly of tlw p(>ople. There art" 
till' rich, cnira..
<:1eù in (':!oti
m, iuitiat('d in no ot1H'r rite'8 hut those of Bapl'hn
. hrpd 
up with the fo:.lmp f(>cling of di
l1ain for t'\ l'ry out\nml nmnife
tation of pipty u.n,1 


· Italia Ha
I'.l. Tom. \ï. 2t
. t GI<,g-. Turon. 
(inlA'uL Lill. II. :!"/. 
! TaiUl'pil'd. Rl'clicil tll'S AntÏtlllitt'z th' nUllt'n. 2:10. 
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fen or: there arc the poor, parked in from all observation or contact with 
the rich, thoroughly subducd and moulded into one form of servilely scrvill' re- 
spect. But in agcs of faith it was a very di:ffere
t picture. The boundles
 variety 
of graces was seen indicated in the members of the faithful fold. In fact. what 
do we still find in Catholic countries amidst the pious throng? "r e find the sim- 
ple hermit come from hi;õ: wooas. the shepherd from the mountains. the young and 
thoughtful clerk, the solemn religious man, the laboring youth, with joy and tri- 
umph in their looks,-all persons dissimilar in habits, in disposition of mind, in 
the culti,"ation and direction of tlwir intelligence, and yet who have one centre 
and bond of union. the Church; and one model, .Jesus Christ.-" Xon intrabit in 
earn aliquod, nisi qui scripti sunt in libro vitæ agni..' These words sepm accom- 
plishell here, for before this altar, all who are present may be supposed, from their 
exterior ïJ.ppearance, to be either saints who have pre5erved their white baptismal 
robe unsullied, according to the solemn admonitions of the Church, their mother, 
or else penitf,nts who have atoned, or who are atoning for having stained its purity. 
At times, indeed. may be di
covered some awful figure, who seems mm"ed, and yet 
unable to call on Heaven for mercy-one like those we read. about in legendary 
tales, from whose eye no tear can ffll1, and at whose heart there seems to lie an icy 
coldnes3, unrelieved, though fiTe thous<'l.nd voices join to raise the holy hymn, and 
hearts are thrilled and eyes are filled by that fun harmony. But remark well. no 
person seems to have come here merely to be observe r 1. or to comply with a me- 
chanical habit. Thus there is a common office, but there are particular wants: and 
therefore. while the priests chants aloud at the altar. the internal desire of innu- 
merable hearts are sent up to heaven. As Pope BefIedict XIY'. remarks, the object 
of the secret prayers is heautifully expressed by the Church in the secret of the 
mass on the fifth Sumlay after Pentecost c. Ut quod 8inguli ohtulerunt aa honorem 
nominis tui, cunctis proficiat ad salutem." How deeply interesting is it in the 
assembly of a church in :::onH' vast metropolis, to detect the man of interior life, 
the devout contemplatist. the llPrmit. who on these occasions, comes abroad to mix 
in the throng of men.-to 
ee in theehnrch the devout sh:.dent, whom nothing but 
the offiee could tear from his books, the holy recluse, who ma.y be looked for el
e- 
where in vain 
 there he kneels. with hands crossed upon his breast, and eyes raised 
to the altar, as the spirit of "Sino appeared to Dante.- 


-" Both palms joined and raised, 
Fixing ib steadfast gaze toward the East. 
As teHing God, I C:U'f' for nal1g-ht bt'si<1e." * 


" here he comes from, no Olle knows: awl whl'n the office is &.t an end, he will be 
lost in the retiring crowd, and be Sl'en no more! 
'Vhat a solemn a.mI moving spectacle is that of the devout female sex in the 
chu("(
h('s 
 ]):mtl' had in hi
 mind's e,"e man\" a livin<T imaO"e. familiar to tho,p 
.. .... . 
 l""I 
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who visit them, whl'n Iw tIrl',," that touehing portrnit in tIll' ,i:;ion of ParadisE.':- 


.. Lo! "I\('I"(' .\nna 
it!", !"o W(']] cont4'nt to look 
On h"I' lov'd daughter', that \\ ith lIIovcI.. ... t'Yt' 
::;ht' dmnb till' loud hO':ÞSand." *- 


It is likt':L t1l'mon
trntioll of the tlh-inity which prt':-i,lt,s O\l'r all tJw (',ltho1ic 
otJiC'l'
. to mark tIlt' uniH'r:-:llit
. of that inh,'llLc attl't'tioll with whid1 thpy nre Im'ed 
hv womt'll-tho:-:t, fairC'!'t awl hl'
t of l'rl'atun'
. to \\ hom (;otl hath giwl1 intt>lli- 
, 
gt'llCl' on l'arth. who turn tlll'ir stt'p
. or ut Il':l.at their }u'art
. to thl' Catholie nltur, 
\\hetJwr in jo.yor .sorrow. in sicknCSö or in lll'alth, like till' innoccnt child, who 
always run
 thitht'r for succor" hert' he tru
tt'th 1I10...t. 
If to bt'hold tilt' di, iue h.':mty of the human eonntl'nUJll'l' he at an tinw
 SWl'et 
to miruls C'ontempJatin'. wlll'rt, can this pll'a..,urt' be enjo)'l'11 1'0 fully IL
 in the 
church? There raptnres of lo\e mixl'tl '" ith sorrow, at th' solemn moment of 
í'oIDmunion, g-i,'e a l5uhlinw expru..., ion to the ('011 n tl'IUlnCl'. Tluü of joy, 88 hus 
b.'l'n acutl'ly rt'umrked by (il'rhl'rt. i
 
ddol11 r:uhlilllt,,: for joy i
 hO fu
iti\l' and 
false a thin
, that it :'l'ems to ('ommnnieatl' to tilt' hnmlm faco bOllll'whut of tlw a.ir 
of inlSanity: grief. OIl the c(mtn\r). I1lmost ahH\Ys l'l1nohleH th 'countenancE.'. The 
instinct, ho\\pver, of onr primiti\e tlc-.tiny. '\\ounùE.'d by this contrast. bl'els Iln- 
other dignity bl'sitlt's that of porro". TIlt' true condition of man i
 the reparation 
of his mis('ry: :&1111 hi
 form lIe\l'r npp.'al'lI clot1Il't1 in it..: mo:-t IJt'autiful terrt':,trial 
chamctl'r exc.'pting wl1l'n it t:\kCð the e\.pr
ion of this 1II

t('r)' of :,orro\\ atHI 
grn<:e, when it recei\es th.> imprint of a (lh inl> jo)", pl'1Jl'trating to the nu)'& of 
our sutTl'ring
. 
Let no one t':-h'PIIl it IHlt'rill'. if. ,\ hl'll treating 011 thn tl(',ont a
--<,mulil's oì tIll' 
faithful, I r;peak of the plc.L...:nr" and cOllsol;\tioll ill
pirl'tl by tIlt' 
ight of the "" 
holy coulltellanceR; for doubtless isOllrC I
istance was rl'nderetl to' irtnc by the 
lIIere fact of Illl'U hl't'll gl'llt'mHy accn
tollll'ti to })choM t}wrn. It \Va..; no small 
Ulhanta
.. that in tilt' chnrt"h OIll' ('ouM ahwJs fl'ckoll upon I11l'etin!!. from timo 
to tinH'. "ith persons who borE.' the mystií' sign that EZt'ki..1 saw UPOIl tIll' fnrt>- 
heath
. Ii ,"in:! monuments of infinitl> almig-ht\' gruCl' anll power di, ine. :\Ioreo\ t>r, 
in th('s(' ,usi h.Lsilicad, throllgctl with innull1l'mh}e I)('ople, upon 1\ ft.'
t
,1 tla)", 
aLlniùst the lìplendor of till' r;aint::. l,:,,'h ont' might :L\ oitl an notie('. f{'cl hil1l!,plf 

olitury and unobscrv.'d by any ('}"e t;:L\ l' that of hid guardian angl'l who watched 
oy('r him. Thcre, before thl' sacmmental pre
('nl'e. the poor strangcr-forgotten 
alltl forsah..'n. in 1\ foreign lantI, alone in the C'rmnl-}..>ho}ds his one, nnei(>nt. 
and only con8tallt friend, the frielul of his childhood, the fril'nd of his }"outh. his 
friend for eternity. There too, you will ôometimcs renmrk the timid maiùell, or 
some child that recalls the image of n .1ivine protot}l)l', "ho stealing from obsèr- 
vation, drops a 
mall picce of money u pOll till' platt' aft-er kissing tIll' cro
g of 
l'hri
t: for in the churl"ht.s, t'\"t'u chilllrpl1 ('lljOY till' privilege of irl"e amI volunturv 


* Ie\. XXXII. 
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sacrifice. 0 how mysterious and 
olcmn a thing is it thus to be alone in the saint- 
ly crowd: to pass as it were a disembodied spirit through such a host of ghostly 
combatants. thirsting after justice anù the streams of a happier wor1d 
 The 
hm(l of malediction ends here. No more of its restrictions, of its con velltiona.l 
han'ier5, of its miscaUed social forms. The ceremonies of the secular courts would 
be profanation in the church. X 0 one marshals you; no one heeùs you. There 
are pi11ar
. behind which you may kneel and weep in secret; there are retired 
chapels. in which 
TOU may lie prostrate hefore the blessed sacrament. The poor 
walk here free and favored. as in presence of nature: they can approach to th
 
altars a'S near as kings. alIlI can enjoy, equally with the pomp and glory of nobil- 
ity, the splendor and loveliness of the house of God: for the Church, as St. Chry- 
sostom &'1.ith, is the common house of an men, in which the priest offers peace in 
common to aU imme{liatelyon their entering it; and if concord were perfectly 
preserved, he adds. we should hm"e no ot1ll'r honse but this. Being however, far 
relllO\-ed from the virtue of those who had but one heart and one soul. and being 
separated from each other by houses at least, when we meet here, it is requisite 
to haY'e this intention; for, although, in other things we may be poor and rich, 
yet at least when here assembled, it is necessary that all in common should receive 
the priesh; of God with charity, and not with the lips alone, but with the mind 
al
o. should answer when they give us the salutation of peace. * 
"'ThercY'er the dignity or orlier of the sacred a
sembly required separation. it 
was not even kings who enjoyed the privilege. Since the first overthrow .of order 
in the (
a1lic land, the mayor of eY'ery little town desires to have his seat apart 
within the I:-anctuary, which like the 
acred ark, still from unbidden office awes 
nUl!lkind: but until that epoch, the di
cipline of the first ages prevailed as estab- 
ìÏshed by many councils: t and howcver displeased )Iilton may have been, we 
know that St. Ambrose would not permit pven the emperor to remain in the 
choir after making his offering. In the morning, how bright and splendid is this 
beauteous temple! Every altar beholds the ineffable mystery accomplished. At 
night-fan. how solemn is the voice of the preacher. echoing along the dusky aisles, 
while the deep groan of the hours resounds, murmuring through the stillness of 
the upper ,auIts !-Remark too what a bright yet mclancholy gleam. the last of 
the c"{piring day, plays upon the upper shafts of the lofty columns! How 
silent and how awful 8eem those .distant regions above! At one time aU is 
llU;5hed, and you fear almost to breathe. You behold like Dante in the other 
world, 


" A crowd of spirits, silent and devout;" 


speechless, like (Eàipus in the Colonæan forcst, anowing nothing to escape from 
their heart but the thought of praycr-- 


* HtHn. XXXIII. in 1) :\Iatt. 


t ConcH. Laod. c. 19; ConcH. Trull. c. 69. 
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u}'Ct/' rò rù, 
W,ÍlPOI' (1T(jpa 'pOvrl
OC 
in.,." 


At another, a little way before Jon, there arc perhaps somo who sing tho )(iberere 
in re<:ponsive stl"ain!-. L
. how m:UlJ c..:aintB stretch their closetl hands in further- 
ance of their suit! On this sido COI1108 the bright lu'ocl'Sðion of tapcr-b(':Lring 
\\ hite-vei]ed penitcnt.'I. K ow they ma.h.t" their solemn halt; aJulllow the tears stt-al 
dm\u your cheek::!, at the thrilling- 
n'C(.tlll
 of that voico which joins the inl''t- 
pfl'8
i\e 8ong. 0 Christ, hm\ impre"k;i\e, how Lll'S8l-d a mOIlll'nt is this! .. Bl'ati 
qui habitant in domo hm, in .;æcu]um 'I'culi luutlahunt tl.... .. Tllf' Church." 
says St. Germain, .. is the hon-' of prayer, and a terrestrial hca\"'en in which (;oJ 
dwells. ., 


.. 0 t4'rnptulU! 0 t '/Ilp]U/Il! 0 r 'tida ]j/lli'1
L cæti ! 
SolaqUt. dig-J1.l Uf'(J cæ1icoJi..que dolUU'i ! 
Hie dulcf'S I"t'son.mt nl.'li('i
 C'onef'ntihu.. h) mr.i, 
ILic colimu.. l"a.....ta I"t'li
ione D,'um. 
o ,'os Celicl'!'t, divinol UIlUll1t' c.lIMCPS, 
y (>... 'Iuihu'i a,....trorum SI)lpDllida. rt.'gn..L pat.'nt, 
Y os fjllibll'i .\rri..it cæ]nm, ju ..itquc tuen, 
..\ng-plil.O" \'Ultll!', ILug'{'lico:<qup choru"l." 


" Hut why," continue8 Carl1inal Bona. ., (10 I propos.. thl angels to e'tcite rp\"t'r. 
"!lee in thow wh" enter till' divilll' temples? The King of ullgd;;, our Lord and 

.\\ iour Jcsuc;; Christ, is him"..}f corpor('ally pI" . 'nt in the 3tlorable sncr.lment of 
t)1<' altar. lIow tprrible thpl1 is this p]aeC', :LI111 how worthy of all re\l'fl'1Wl' 
 .. 
Wouhl yon Ill'ar till' language of the mitMJt, age'9 ill rpft'rence to th('
t' illl'fTahlo 
mysteri
? rhiltlrl'n or lI11'n, i).'1.)' they, )'ou open th' Look of th' di\-ine 
crip- 
Lurl'
, and you rpad how Christ tho 
(,> iah walkt'd in .J lIth'a.-how h' pa!'
l'(l 
+hrough t11f' multituùl.-bo\V they who S1Lt 1)\9 the way-si,le, ('ried out, .. JC8U
, 
;,on of GO(1. 1I:1\'l' JJwrcyon us. "-how tht' p('ople thronged ronm1. h('.lrd, antI 
adorell-and yon "ay, .c 110\\ happy the (')e
 whi('h saw him, anlI tJlf
 ears which 
heard his divine words 
" J)('('ei, e not yoursclve
; say rather. "Beati qui 110n vide. 
runt, ('t firmitcr ('rediderullt." .\ppro'1.ch---cntcr the church
. the world of 
pir- 
1t
. amI ('wrci
I' that faith whil"h has the promisn of life etprllal; for wlH'1l tho 
mystic train mo\ os throuO'h the pro:o:trall' mnltituth' of tho:,e who strike thpir 
hreasts, while tilt' hymn which ri' >
 is 
"ed a.'; from blp
t voi("'i;I nttl'ring joy, )on 
have morl' encouragemcut-\\ hat .òo we sa
 ? 
'OU lu1.\ e grcab'r evidencl'-to force 
)Olt to adore him, in s:L('mmelltal prpspllcP, than tho
e m..n pO"'
l":::ed \, ho 
aw the 
infant of B .thll'h('m anll .Jl'
US of Xa7ar('th in the ...orrOWi) an,llmmi1iation antI 
pa

ion of his humanity. Fall down, then, and aùore the 'fe..siah. tlw cel('
tial 
King. tlw King of- glory; and ac('ording to )"0111" hith, II(' will have mercy on you. 
_\n' YOU tempted with unholy thought
? you .....ilI be {repel from them. _\n> Jon 
a child of aoTTO", woundl.d by the stern strok('
 of a calmnitou8 lifp? yon will Le 
romfortpd. Ar(' you discourn
('d at the> c1impultip
 of your {losition--do you hun. 
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gC'r and thirst after justice? JOu will be strengthened and refresher]. ::\lark and 
oùey the prophetic invitation-" Omnes sitientes, venite ad aquas: et qui non 
habetis argentum, properaÜ', emite et comedite. "* Trust the experience of men, 
who long, like you, have trod the common ways of life, and who assure you that 
it wi11 be :::0, that you wi11 be filled with benediction, fiUed with joy; that from 
the martyrdom of a sanguinary world, you will come to this peace. Yes, it is so; 
we may well say it who have received the mercy of the Lord in the midst of his 
temple. "Sicut audivimus, ita et vidimus in civitate Dei nostri, in monte sancto 
ejus. Alleluja." 
" Whosoever desires to come happily after death to the joys of the celestial king- 
dom, ought," says an ascetic writer of the middle ages, "while in health and life, 
frequently to visit the house of nod, willingly to hear preaching, often to repair 
to confession, and seek to gain indulgences. Happy the people, and greatly laud- 
able, who leaving vain exhibition, hasten to the house of prayer, and to the an- 
nouncement of the divine word. Beautiful spectacle! to behold the temple of 
God every where filled with the faithful. and the markpt places quiet, undisturbed 
by the business of the world...t "No place on the earth," says Louis of Blois, 
"is more grateful to Christians than the house of prayer, where the sacrifice of the 
mass is daily celebrated. in presence of assisting angels-so that from the holy tem- 
ple these men ('an scarcely be torn away: and if they behold them at a distance 
and are prevented from entering them, they at least salute them with a devout 
heart, and religiously adore the Lord of eternal ::\[ajesty."t 
III the mere remembrance of the divine mysteries, men found an assistance in 
the great combat of life. "Alas! If I could go into a church," we hear one cry, 
"if I could be where our Lord is lifted up, and appears to the congregation in 
sacramental presence-then in that blessed moment, I should die of rapture !., In 
this mystic Jerm
alem the prophecy is already in a great measure fulfiUed-God 
wipes away all tears from the eyes of men, and there is no more death, nor any 
more grief, nor lamentation, nor sorrow, for the former things have passed away; 
and he who sitteth upon the throne has accomplished his word, and hath made all 
things new. The heart-rpnding regrets of humanity in its humblest state, and the 
mighty 'Woes of genius, which the vulgar cannot conceive, are alike here forgotten. 
"Fe1i"t hom, quando Jesus vocat de lacrymis ad gaudium spiritus !" Can any 
thing be more affecting than this la.nguage of the middle ages in expressing the 
abundance of their joy? Hugo de f't. Victor speaks of the mystic sweetness 
of the ecclesiastical mysteries. 
 "0 what grace hath our Lord granted to me !" 
cries a poor recluse, to one who was compassionating her condition: "I might be 
sick, and I am well; I might be living far away in Pagan lands, and I am born 
here a C'hri
tian, in the neighborhood of beautiful churches and of holy priest::: I 


* Isa. Iv. t. 
! Ellclll1'Ìd Paul Liù. I. in fit). 


t Tom. à Kenlpis, Sermonum III. Palos. 
I. 
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might bl' blind nUll lll'af, but I he
n the toll of bells, hl'ar the dumt. of th(' choir, 
umll'\'cry morning the image of my 
:hviour on the eros.s s('cms to bp('ah to my heart 
in worùs of 10'\"'e. T am dead :lI1l1 I live only for gral'l'. for the chants of the 
church. aud for the holy maÑ!. ...\h, my c.1 n ar fri{'nd 
 when I l'nu'r the hou
e of 
the Lord, and the cathell!,:LI high and majestic encomp ..,
 m 'with so mu<>h gr:w6 
nUll magnificence, ('\ cry doubt, c\ ery carthly <lisquietlltle 'ani:
hcs immediately. 
The 
mok(' of the inct'n
t', t11(' voice.' of thl' prir
t. \\ hieh ri!- . from the nltar when 
I prOt;trate m)'
dr. aWahl'IlS in my lll'art nn 'mpus.-;i0111'd f('rvor. Thl' burning 
tapl'r8 remind nu', by their &'cret fl.\me, of the 'cret of the \\ or1<1 and of creation, 
:Uld 8 thrilling emotion 
pr('ads O\rr my ,,"holL hody \\ hell I think of the mys- 
tcril'.
 of which thrse art> till' 
ign-:. J lI11'ditate nnd I pr.L)". The Cr('atorüm1 :--av- 
iour 1I10\e n1l' \\ith intL'rior and ineffablo \\onI:-:. \\ hi('h firo IlP.mI ut thl' bottom of 
my 8Ou1. I feel within ml' :1. 10\0 abo\" all-a. h(,ßtitmIe-n felicity-a ct'l('
tial 
breath-and then the bell tolls. and the mystery is ac('ompli
h('>d: thpn a shudd('r- 
ing runs through my vein
 nnd through t}w marrow of my hone
. anrl I feel that 
I am a Chri
tian: that the Incarnato ":1.\ iour is m'ar nw, anll that he loohs upon me 
with IoYl'. .. 
Some will recognize here th(' maöter's hand, \\ hich IS 'mployPd in moulding an 
hIml world: but t}wrt' is nothing in thi:o; of fiction. of the intcnsit
 of the 
 feel- 
ing:; \\(' }uI.n' lIlonUJl1l'nts still p\.i.,ting in tIt(' ",tu}}('ndou
 c.,tht'dral
 of the middle 
agl':O:. In t}J(' yt.'ar 1'!71). on the fCðtÏ\:I.l of the 1'11rifkation. \\hl'u ni
hop ConraIl, 
aftl'r celpbrnting mn.". had markel} the spot on which the firgt stone W8..i to he 
placl'cl of the catlll'llral tower of 
tf:l....bollrg'. RuC'h was thl' t.'arnestncss of two úf 
the labon'
. conh.mling who 
houlll hC' the fin;t to pnt his hand to t}l(' holy work 
that one of t11l'1U in the Ftru:.r,rll' r('c.(.i\ed a mortal wounci fmm a Fhon'}; anI} in 
COhSf\que11CP of this nccillent. it wa:, not until ninl' da)'s hUI} 
lnpscd. and the pla,ce 
\Imi bPNl n
ain ble

l. that thf\ bishop woulcl }wrmit them to resume' the work 
of laying tlu' fonnc1ation. '''hell J)l'sil]('riu::, tIll' a\,hot of )Ionte f'n,ino. was 
about to rebuild the church of that mona..4ery. hlL\"in
 ('oI1Y('}"('tI mnrhll>q thitlH'r 
from Home'. 
o gre:Lt W:I..., tIll' fen'or of the faithful that th' first column W:to) horne 
from till' ùa':f\ of tl1(' mountain to the summit upon thl' 
houlders of thl' m111tituc1e'.. 
In the dp\"enth cf'lltnry. Barth.L, the mot1lPr of :--t. EIJl'rharc1, .\rl'hhi,hop' of 
alz- 
burg, carri('11 
tonl':O; on }wr 
honlllpr
. wnlking barpfoot for the <';l'aC'P of half a 
If'.lgUl', to 
t'n l' in tIlt> construction of the church of St. )Iary, which \\"a.') tlll'n l)('ing 
built in 11Pr own vilIagl' of ....\l1er:::torf. t We read of churches, as thut of Burgo 
St. Rl'pulchro. l)('ing built by m('1l who, liht' Hw tu.o 110hll' pilgrim..:. .\..('anU8 amI 
....Egidiu
. 1"etunlin
 from tho holy sepnlchr,'. hall been vi..it..ù with IH'a\"l'nly 
drmms, a
 they slept on the margin of limpid fountainR:1 we real} of saints. like 

Iallr. who suc('('e<lec1 7l'110 in Yerona's dlnir, retirin
 to mountain
 and huilllin
 


· Chronic. S. )[ona..o;;t. Ca...inrnc;Îo;;, Lih. III. c, 2
. 
1 Italia. 
a('ra, III. HI-t. 


t f;"rmania. Sacra, Tom. II. 24.3. 
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churches at a fountain: * and wen might the presence of such sweet refreshment 
awaken the rem('mbrance of those nev('r failing \Vater
 which spring up unto 
('t('rnal lif('. The churches of the middle ages are all standing memorials of the 
fervor with which men thirsted after justice, worshipping God day and night with 
sacred mysteries and holy song. 
(C Devout per
on5, saJ8 St. Bonayentura, "experience 
ometim('
 sl1rh a charm of 

ensil>le pll'asurt>:;, in the assemhlies of the faithful, that they seem as if embalmed 
in the agreeable perfume which surrounds them. and ùi:5
oIYed in the sweetness 
of c('lestial harmony. Perchance this is the grace of God to encourage the im- 
pefect in their commencement of a holy life, or it is the fulness of spiritual per- 
fection, which by reason of the union of the soul with the body, is commullicate
 
to the sen
es; or perhaps even it is a favor bestowed upon the body, that a.:; it hao 
heen partaker of sorrow, and mortification with the soul, it ma.y now also partieipate 
in its joy, for as the body labors with the soul, and both have their sufferings. 
there may be justice in imparting even to the body some consolation in the present 
a
 well as in the future life." t The Catholic discipline rested upon this 
com"iction. expressed by Lombez, that C' 
an mu
t have plea:mre. That if he find 
it not in the service of God, he will look for it in the false joys of the world; for 
he feels that he i8 made to po
:)e
s happine.:ili, and he endeavors to attain his 
destiny. ., )f he had found barred aga.inst him tIlt' portals of the house of God, 
he would havc sought admittance to the a

emblies of vain pleasurt'. though :;:hame 
anù ruin were sure to be his end. f-\howing the benefit derived from frequenting 
the assemblies of tho faithful. the seraphic doctor ohSl'rves that Saul on joining a 
company of prophets became himself a prophet, and being separated from them, 
fell into reprobation. St. Thomas being absent from the assembly of the apostles 
'Was deprived of the sight of our Saviour lately risen, and on his return to them 
he received this honor: and it was when an the disciples were assembled to- 
gether that they all received the Holy Ghost. t In fact, it wa.s in the churches 
that the most signal conversions in the middle ages were known to have beell 
made. 
Iany who entered like that old man ::ieen by Abbot Paul, black and 
cloudy, drawn contrarywise by demons, while their good angel followed at a 
distance, returned from it like him. shining with a sudden whitene

, having their 
good angel c1o
e at their side, while the demons followed afar off. 
 
., St. 
Ia.ry of Egypt," say the old writcr
, cc may proceed with the dcvout mul- 
titude of pilgrim
 to the holy city, to celebrate the festival of the exhaltation of the 
cross. Ip!o-:- to adorp him who died on it, than to render it the witm.:,s of her tlis- 
order
. and yet then perhaps will be 1 he moment when the dCi:igns of the mercy 
of God may can her to rise from the deal!. The Church prays that our viccs may be 
cured by the 
ered mysterie
, and that we may receive everlasting remedies:"" 


· Id. Y. t19'2. + Df' Reformat. Hominis E'\.h'l'. cap. 80. tSpf'cu]um Novitiorum, cap. 23. 

 Ivonis Carnot. Decrf't. PaN. XVII. .38. n Post Com. Exub. Sab. 
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that her solcmnitic
 ó. ma)' hoth cOllfl'r upon us thl' rt'lIwllil's of th(' pr
l'l1t lif(', and 
grant us the r<,\\ :mls of l'ternit). ... II i:-:to,'.\ is Hot \\ ithout mention of II1l'morab!e 
t:'\:unpll's to ('\hibit thc fultilllll'ut of 
mch pra)crs. W'ill you hl'nr tIll' 
rl'at pOl't 
who 
llng- tilt' n'co\"ery of Jl'ru:.:
Lll'rn, rt.=count to )OU hIs o\\n l'
pl'rienl't.? "_\ time 
ther(' was," b:'YS Ta.-,:-o. "when I, \\ ith clou(18 of '..l'nsunlity darkt.ning m) mint!, 
coultl onl)' rl'Cogni7(, th('l'. () Lorl1. a:i I' (,l'rtain r('a.;on of tIll' uniYt.f)o:l': for J (louht- 
l'<<l \\ hl'tllt'r thou h:\tl
t cn..),tl'd the world. or l'1llIow('I) mall \\ ith un immortal ..:oul. 
:Lnd I doubtNI of Jlumy things which flowed. from that 'Ùurel': for how ('ould I 
firmly b('lil'\ (' in tlU' 
,crament", or in the ftuthority of th(' pontiff. or in hdl, or 
purgator)., or in till' hH'21.rnation of th) Son. if 1 dOl1htl'(lof tIlt' immortal it). of tIll' 
soul? Willingly J \\ ould ha\"(' kl'pt do\\ 11 m)' un()pr:,t.:mding. of itself curious 
:md wn.nJering. 8ud belil'\N whaten'r tIll' hol
" Catholic Homan Chur(.h beli(',es 
ant! t('3ch(':o.; hut this J ùpsirl'I), 0 L l ml, not 
o mm'h through lon' of th)' infinitc 
goo,lm'ss, as thrO\lO'h a cl'rtain f'er\ ile fpar "hich I hall or thl' pain:-: of Iwll : ror 
oftell there u..:('d to I'ouncl horribl)" to m) ima
in:Ltion the 81Yt'clic trump('t of thc 
grcat day of rewards anll puni:;hm<,nt...; nnd I saw thl-Of' Bitting 11pon the douds. nnd 
I heard th('(' utter \\ orll... full of tl'rror, depart 
'l' cU1":'l'cl into (',"('rl.

ting- firf'. \nd 
thig thought W:h so .-trung in nit'. that 80nl('tirnt'q I 1HPli to be ohli ('II to impart it 
to 
omc friend or al'(Jl1aintancl'. an.l in ('onl'pqupnf'e of thi:; ft'ur I "":PII to go to 
confc
ion anll to f'ommunion in tIlt' timp:, anI) m:mnpr pr('..:crihpd by thy Homan 
(,hurch; ana if at any timp I thong-ht I 1mll omitted nll'ntion of all) fo:in throng-h nf'g- 
ligl.ncl" or shnll1l', though it wa... ('\t'r 
o litth' nwl \ ile. I rl'}w:Üpd m)" confl'So."ion. awl 
often m3.l.1c a g'l'l11'ral eonfp..:.;ion of nil my error,... Y pt thou knowl':o:t that 81\\"a)"8 I 
dl'sirl,tI the exaltation of thy faith with an iacrt,(lihl(' affection 21wl that I alw.
ys 
\\ i
I\l.tl, though pl'rhap... with n r('r\ or more munllane tluLll 
pirjtllaJ, tlmt tl)(' 
('at of 
th
" faith :mtI pontificatt' in Honlt' might hl' prp
('rn'd for ev('r. .\1H) thou kno\\est 
that thc name of Lntlll'ru.n or h('rl'tic. "Il.'i ahhorrPll nntI ahominlLtt,tl by IIll' 
L:S n, 
pl'stifcrou" thing, nnll th:,t my <<loubts wcre ml.rely an intt'rior ntl1iction, until thou 
dilh:t b
gjn to warm :mcl rpjoi,'" my hpdrt \\ ith tilt' flam(... of th)'lo\ (': and t})(,11 hy 
degrees, by mean
 of frequt'nting ortplwr thl' sacr('d otfic('-! .mtI praying (',"pry day. 
my faith grew a:;trong('r from clay to d:\)", I"HI r bt'I':uu' '
'nsihlc from ('\'}>t'riPlu'(' 
that It is thy gift, and r lparncll to J'e my }la.st foIl)' in h:1\ ing presume.l to ima b - 
ine that T could cli"'f'o\l.'r h
" m
 intel1ig-('n('('\ tilt' BI'f'r('t things of thy ('. ...('nc('. nnd 
(.:-:timatl' hy thl' nwa!o:nre of human rm..:on. thy gooJ1H'

' thy justice. th\" omnipo- 
tencc. .. t 
This nffef'ting Illi."
'lg(' only \"f'rifi('>: whut thl' \\ ,'iters of the middle ng-t's aflìrm 
with regar,l to the effect of w;sisting and communicating at th
 
u('r('(1 m)"stl'ri(':'!. 
"EfTectn
 Eucharisti:\'," say thcy. ., Runt, pra ,,('>f\'are :ì I)('CC:Lti
. augert' gr..Ltiam, 
terrenorum odium infundf're. a<<1 :\:'u'rnurnm amorpm nH'ntcm de\ :Ln'. ilIuminarc 


· !d. 
t Torql1ato T.........o, Di...cOl
() sopm \"ari u.cci.lenti d..lla 
ua \ it.
 M.,.jtto:L ::-'cipion Gon7.ag-.
. 
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intellectum, succeIlllere affectum, conferre animæ et corpori puritatem, conscientiæ 
pacem et lætitiarn, atque inseparabilem cum Deo unionem." To the::;e adorable 
mysteries of the altar the faithful came, pressed by various wants. "Some," as St. 
Bonaventura says, "hastened thither, moved by the force of calamity to lay their 
sorrows at the feet of Jesus. Others came to desire some grace and especial mer- 
cy, knowing that the heavenly Father can refnsr nothing to his Son. Others 
were constrained to fly thither to proclaim their gratitude, and to pour forth tho 
love of a thankful heart, knowing that there is nothing so worthy of being pre- 
sented to God as the sacred body and blood of the eternal victim. Others pressed 
forward to give glory tc G-od and to honor his 
aints, for it is in the celebration of 
these mysteries of love that we can pay worthy homage to his adorable majesty, 
and testify reverence for those who served him. Lastly, others hastened on the 
wings of charity and compassion, for it was there that they could hope to obtain 
salvation for the living and rest for the dead."* Thus to the thirsty pilgrims 
through the rocks of the desert did the fountains of water appear. Thus did the 
generation of those who :-;ought justice receive benediction from the Lord, and 
mercy from God their Saviour. 


CH_\PTER VI. 





 HE monuments a
 well as the history of the middle ages in almost e,ery 
! m page furnish some proof or indication of the 100'e which men of all 
-If.- cla
ses entertained for the sacred offices of the Catholic Church. _\1- 
< 
 
though high mas
 used to be celebrated every day in many monaster- 
tCr
\)! it's. t and the canonical office regularly sung in every cathc(1ral and e\ en 

 parish church, still the affection of the laity prompted them to make many 
foundations for the multiplications of offices which are monuments not a little curious 
of the spirit which then animated society. The seventy-one parish churches in 
Venice, "ere equal to cathedrals in structure, and in respect to the riches of the 
sacred vestments, and other ecclesiastical ornaments not inferior. t With such 
fervor did the inhabitants of that city attend to the celebration of the Catholic 
ceremonies, that more than 200,000 pieces of gold wcre annually givcn for pious 
works, both men and women contributing. It wa.s a custom for pious la}'men to 
agree together to found prebends in different churches, as in those at Paris men- 


· De Reformat. Hominis Exter. cap. 82. 
't Italia Sacra, Tom. Y. 11;6. 


t Bibliothpc. Cluniac. in 1';07 
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tioucd by Lebeuf, of St. Thomas du LOl1\ rl', and of St. I1onor{'. In the church 
of the 
agdalen, thl' e.LIlollicßl hours \\ ith high III:!"'S Wl'rl! ('ph.hrah"d l'vCr)' da)' 
according to the fOUlllIllotioll mUlll' by tho \\ ill of :-;tcphcn 
 y' crt, a merchant of 
thc street of 
t. I )euis:* and X lColas FilIon, 0. citizNl of Paris, foundl'Ù a chapel 
in the church of Autt'uil, on cOlldition thnt the chaplain prit,
t should kl"'P II, sehool 
for the bOJB of that plae,' ,\1111 of Pa,,'y, ntHI 
houhl conlhll't them l" pry l,\t'lling 
to the church for th,. bl'lll't.lictioll; .md lit' foullIl"ll al
 U 'chool for girls, whom 
the mistress was to condul't in the s..mw manl
'r. + I Ii the s .ig'll('urnl chap,'1 of the 
church of )1('r) -
ur-ois,' th,'n' was :L fOUlllbtlOIl l1la,lo h)' .\llthony d(' 
aint l'ru:.- 
maUlL' Sl.i
tll'ur Ih. 'ft'r)'. for n prit'-;t to 
L) fonr 11l1L&St.S t':1(,h Wt'l'h. awl to illstruet 
thl' chihln'll, \\ ho wefe to h,' concillctt',l t',cry cVl'uing to th.. church to ðin(r therl' 
the anthem... ill honor of the blc', .J \Tirgin amI of St. Antholl), and to prl'Y for tIlt' 
king- :lUll the \rchbishop of Pari:.. t 
In the dmrch of E
"olll'. in tilt' 
nnlO tlioce
", Hll'r" is nn in...cription iu (,othi(' 
"har:u'tt'}ð to fl'I'orti till' r0l11llh
tioll of a ht'nt'\liction to h,' giH'1l hl'Ì\H>cn /"Ì'\: awl 
::;"\,"('11 ill the e\'cning of East'r ,1a)": the fOUlUil'Td are Xicolc BO-'" rt, A\ o('at in Par- 
liament, Neigllt,UI' of Ch:ull peucil, ß1ltl .T aIIt' Fl'r'roll, his wife. . \not lH'r in
C'ri ptiull 
records that their ,bughtt'r', willow of nuibt'rt. .hocat. has fOUl1l1('(] in It;O}, ., .\n 
() filii ('t filliæ. ..
 Clalllie It. Pclletit'r. Conh'oUer Gplll'ral allii 
ll1listt.'r of Stat('. 
after qUItting the court and rt'tirillg to fl'si,\t, ir) hi., Ca..;tle of \ïllelll'un..ll'-Hoy. 
founded a bplletliction and complin ('\ t'r
 en'nin
 in tlH' parish chuTC'h, ut which 
he u<;:p(I him
"'lf eon:-t:mtI,y to n
i...t.1 TIll're "a..: a f0111H1ation al:-o in the churC'h of 
:Xl'ufmontil'r, of ß 
('rI1l01l on .\ll-:-)ainb' <1a\". afb'r tilt' \t'
pt'r:-l o( ILlll'aint... to }", 
a comml'J1wmtion of 
\ll Soul
, to Im'par' the It('opll' for tIll' clt'votioll of till' fol- 
10\\ ing da
. -. l;uillaume Foucault, fountlctl in the ('atht'llml rf E, n'u
. thl' 
ol('ml1 
OtliCl' of 
t. Agatha, \\ ith a gel1l'rnl procl'
...ion l'H'r}' y,'ar to COmml'IIlOl'atc thl ell'. 
\i\t'ranct' of that eit
, from tlw army of the' IIu
ul'not:l. which tooh p1aI'e nn that 
du). ** In the ancil'nt mOIlUoðtic c'harters 11.180 WC' finll many fout1l1atioll8 h
' piou
 
nobles \\ ho desired that certain p
lms should bt' recited puhlicl)' nt particular 
hour
, U
 in that which "
l.3 at th,' 'Iona
tery of 
t. 
hrtinJ ut TOl1r
, whidl pre- 
scribcs th:Lt after pr'inll' 
hould lit' Hung till' p
alm, h Ad tf' Il'v:" i oculo..: 11l"O
. '.tt 
But without mll1tipl)'in
 tht',,, inðt:LIlI'('
 unl&t'I"I" "Lrily, let us now takt' a fe'"o par- 
til'ular e:mmpll's from tlH' history of th,' ug-c'
 of faith uf the 10\c ",hie'h the lait
, 
t.'\ incc(l for' tIll' (1i\"ine ()mCl'
 : allli who will not h(> t-tru('k with ullmiration at th(' 
majt'stil' portr:Li
 "hich tlwy fu..ni
h of tilt' gr'l'at ani] gool1 m,'n of Cntholil' tiu1t'so 
Truly in their love for the 8af'rt'tl oflicc
 w(' }J('hohl the power of that rl'ligion. whil'h 
in llays of (,'1.rly pt.rsccution couhl con::;train the "ift' of n. noman Emperor' 
sl'cretly to quit the imp,'riILI 1,"11 likf' an adult,'rons woman, in orapr to ha:-:tl'l1 to 
thl' 
mbly of till' pOOl" to Jo-t'l'k ,Jt'SUB Chri
t at till' altar of an Oh
Cltrl' martyr, 


· Hist. du Dioc. ...(' df' Paris, I. 11. t Lf'hf'uf, lIi..t. du Dioc .s.. (Ie Pari.., Tom. Ill. 10. 
t Lf'bf'uf. I1ist. du DiocC'-.:f' de Pari
, Tom. IV. 197. 
 Id. Tom. XI. 14-"\. D It!. XII. t&;. 

Itl. XIV. 2:S
. "Hi
t. d'F\.r"\1:\.. p. :
:!-t. ttBrrnif'I.lli..t. cff' BIoi... PI...II'.....; II. 
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among the tombs. and among men who were proscribed and despised; for so we 
read of the .Empress Prisca and her daughter Y aleric)" who used to repair secretly 
by night to pray in the catacombs, not daring to incur the fury of Galerius. 
It was a maxim of the Pythagoreans never to turn from the road in order to 
visit a temple, because the worship of God should not be conducted by the way 
as a matter of secondary importance;* and this dictate of natural reason was 
obeyed in the middle ages with a consistency that admitted of no obstacle from 
the conventional forms of ciyillife, and with a fen"or that indicated the presence 
of those rites which according to the voice of ancient prophecy were to afford dc- 
, light to kmgs. Alfred, that model of heroes and of wise kings, used to observe 
hours of devotion both night and day, like a monk, reciting prayers and psalms. 
He never let a day pac;:
 without assisting at the dh-ine offices. lIe used to VIsit 
churche.sat the first crowing of the cock, and to pro.5trate himself at the foot of the al- 
tar, beseeching God to grant him purity, and deli,-erallce from temptation. It is re- 
corded of Clodoald. son of King Clodomir, that he "preferred being present in the 
choir singing the divine prai,e to hearing the v
in words of men,"t King Robert 
of France, besieging 
lelun. on the festival of St. Hippoiytus. contrived to enter 
the town in disguise to as
ist at the office. This is the king who i
 said to have com- 
posed a prose and some responses which were adopted by the Church. t The high 
tower of the Castle of Amboise was built by the governor, in order that he might 
see from the top of it the tower of St. 
lartin, of Tours, for whom he had sin- 
gular devotion. 
 
The love for the di, ine offices induced many kings and nobles to convert their 
palaces and castles into churches. Thus Pepin changed his palace at A\.ngely into 
a church and abbey under the invocation of St. John, which gave rise to the 
town of 81. .Jean d'..\.nge1y. Clovis, in like manner, gave up his palace to form 
the church of St. (.eneviè,"e, and Hughes Capet converted his hou.5e into the church 
of St. Bartholomew: Robert gave up his to form the church of bt. 
Xichola,;:. and Henry 1. abandoned his to erect the priory of St. 
lar- 
tin des Champ::;. 
 King St. Louis assisted e'"ery night at the nocturns 
m the holy chapel. The bells used to toll every where to summon 
all the faithful to church at that hour, which custom prevailed till the time of 
King Charll'
 Y. Philippe-de-Long made an ordinance concerning the discipline 
of his palace. in which he declares. that he will attend to no business until he has 
a:;:sisted every day at the holy sacrifice of the mass. This was the custom in Eng- 
land in the time of Lydgat(', as we learn from his advice. "And than every daye 
whan ye s
1an go to do ony thynge asJre this question of yourself, wheder art thou 
goyne. whyder ye be in the way of virtue or wyckedlless, folowYllge Cr}'st or the 


* Jamblich. de Pythagoric. Vita, cap. lR t 
fabillon, I. 1. Act. O. S. Bened. U6. 
! Chl'onic. K BCl.tini, c. 3:3 apud )Iartini The-mur. Anecdot. Tom. III. 

 Duchesne, _\.ntiquitez des Yille.;; de France. I. 49f1. 
I' Lydg-ate. thf' d
.cta...y of goü...tly hl'lthe. 
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Dl'ryll, in the w.\\" to hl''f'en or to h,'l1. If it Ina)' b,', here In.a.&5e c\er)" llay, fUl 
by that ye be nmlle the morl' abll' to elo .
l gooll workes in the (by folow.plge, awl 
pro:;per the ùettl'r in "very thing. .,. (,harlerna
ne. unll'" prm un tell by indi
posi- 
tion u:)ct! to ri:)u rl'gularly in tIll' night for matins. t .md u'&iistcll at th' otli('\" 
wearing :\ long p
Lllium. t I lis chapl'}, with its rl'1ic" ornaments, anù llumerou" 
clergy, served "ith ,\!i muc'h 
pll'n,lor n'l any catl\( tlr.
l, followed him on all his 
journeys, an ('\.amplo whil'h wad imitatl',l by his SlIce'SSOr8 and men by petty 
seigneurs. By mcans of a dipti
cJll' whi('h cl\&ltaincJ p
,intings or carVl'd irnwrery 
in a foltling tabll,t, t:'.l'ry OlW could arnmgc his little omtoryon a journey, and 
h
L\c it alwaJs with him; for th nUlIlh"r was l'olllp.Lratin'ly smaH of tho
e b"rons, 
who as was said, .t \\ l'rt.' more ,1I'Ji,.,.hte,} with tho harkin(f' of hountls than with the 
melody of ('elc
tial h)'mn
. ..
 King Loui "II. on the co.L.it of ..\siz, 
Iillor, ("l'ry 
ùay fighting again
t the Turks in pelöon, u "Ion his retllrn each evening to de- 
sire that '-('
I>Crs uncI complin r::houM be SUUg' bdore him. The king-s of Frnnce 
u
ell :5011'l11l1ly to prt.'
l'rVt.' in their orator)'. IUlll ('\ en to hpar "ith them to war 
tIll' cap of 
t. 
Iartin, thinkilw that it would bl' 1\ prot ,ction to I)ho\\ honor to 
the relic of snch a friend of f : <.xl ; from which cap Du
nngl'. follO\\ ing th' monk 
of St. Hall, lll'ri,e
 the word hc.lpell:I." 1'hnt no ('lass of men mig-ht b' CXI'mpt 
from tho con
olstion of the eli, inl' 111) 4l'rit..s, ma..;
 u:ool'II ah\ 1\):; to be said in 
prisong on bUlHla.y
 awl fl,=.;t'iYal
, and 0' 'nl'rally by monks of an alljacent 111011- 
a,stery. In our agl'. indef'<l. 
ih io Pellico Illl'ntions that it '\\ a . not till nftl'r a long 
time hael elapsl'cI, that by the rl'mOnstraIU't.' of Father :-jtephen Paulowich, the un- 
happy pri
ont.'rs in the :-\pilll)('rg hacI pl'rmil--"ion to lwar 1113.:00". ,. \r e u
etlJ" fa)"s 
he. H to be ('onductc(l stronfrly guarelp,l. awl placed so that WI' shoultl not dmw the 
attention. 
\ Capuchin friar uS\'t1 to ...ay m: ". This good man U
 'd nhnt) s to 
finish with an or<'mu.;;, and to implore our ù"lh erance from bonds. \Vhen he came 
to the altar Ill' uSl'l1 to ca."t a piteous look on l':\ch of the thn'l' group
, 1\1111 then r....- 
main lL long timl' "ith his 11l':LII 
toopl'd in pm
'er. 
Io:oot 
WC('t anti pleasant it was 
to us to hear the chant IUlll tho org-:m which accompanied it.'1 Cardinal Pacc:L, 
howl'Yer, sa
, that while he was confin >ù in the fortr
ss of Ft.'nestrelll', there U l.i 
to bc mor(' ma:-:s(:, ...aiel in its chapd than in any cathl'llr:ll of ItalJ, in ('on
(\- 
qUl'l1C'e of thu number of t'aptive pril'
tH. But to return to tho chuJ"('ht'!o1. Time 
would fail me were I to tell of all the emperors. kings, high nobles. and magi:-- 
trates of frLe cities, who used to plscp their chi 'f delight in hearing the sacre,l of- 
fice. 
raximilian 1., Charles V., Ferdina.nd III" Philip IV'., Louis XIII., nn,l 
man)' illu8trious counts of the ('ml'in>. are remarkable t.'xamples. .From rf'R,ling 
the diplomag and obscr,"ing the deeds of tlw Xorman princcg in Sicily, it would 
appear that their chief joy on having expelled th. 
racens was derived from b('ing 


· Id. II. 11'1:!. t Eg'lllhard. in K.lr. )r. c. :?fi. t )Ion. B.,mg-aìi. I. 83. 

 Ionæ Episcop. tie Institut. Laic.LJi, Liv. II. c. 23. apud Dd.Chpr :;picil
,
. Tom. I. 
n Le mie Prig-ioni, cap. 
O. 
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able to restore and perpetuate the 
olelllll celebration of the ::;<wrl'd mysterie
. Hoger, 
duke of Calabria, in his grant::; to the church of Agrigelltum, appeals to his having 
ordained episcopal churches throughout SicilJ. * This illustrious prince built and 
endowed innumeraùlc churches. Gaufridus relatcs that to that of Troinensi
 hø 
gave vessels of the altar. and more vestmellt
 than sufficed to the clergy, ùes;l1es 
candelabras, crosses, texts, and bells of melodious sound. "To whom;' cries he, 
"unless to this great prince, arc we indebted for the sweet melody of 
chants, for the words of the sacred law, and for the celebration of divine 
worship? " 
In general, the ancient diplomas to churches are all characterized by the spirit ex- 
pressed in that granted to the church of Palermo, in the eleventh century, which 
begins by observing that all men whom God had made partakers of earthly 
government should attend to the ecclesiastical and divine mysteries much more 
than to the pleasures of the world. t In fact, the celebration of the divine worship- 
seems to ha.ve Leen ever uppermost in the mind of these Xorman deliverers of Si- 
cily. Count Hoger. in the fin,t year of his kingdom, having sailed from Naples 
with three ships for Sicily, was assailed by a furious tempest off Salerno, which 
during two days exposed him to the most imminent danger of perishing. In 
this situation he made a vow to God, that on the first shore at which he should 
arrive safely, he would erect a church in honor of the 
aviour, where the divine 
mysteries might ùe offered up for ever. Shortly after, on the feast of the trans- 
figuration, the wind becoming favorable, he reached in safety the port of Cefalu,- 
which was then an ob
cure town, the name having been derived from its former 
position on the summit of a steep rock which projected into the sea. At the foot 
of this rock, which is washed with the sea waves, he built a church to St. George, 
and at the corner of thp rock he erected the votive temple to the holy Saviour; 
adorned it with antique columns. and curious mosaics, and conferred upon it the.. 
dignity of an episcopal see. t 
The admiration of king Conrad, on arriving at Salzbourg, when returning fron 
the Holy Land, was elicited by the extraordinary splendor of the sacred vestments, 
and the venerable aspect of the devout wearers in that cathedral: and on his de- 
})U,rture, wishing to testify the satisfaction which he had derived from his visit, 
he esteemed it thp most honorable testimony to dec1are that he had never seen a 
city in which the' worship of God, day- and night, was celebrated with such solem- 
nity and magnificence. 
 
Henry the Liberal, count of Troyes, who was born in 1127, had been called so 
on account of his munificence to the churches. In 1157 he founded and built the 
canonical church of 
t. Rtephen at Troyes, adjoining his castle, for seventy-two 
canons, who were to perform the divine office
 in plain chant and good music to 
glorify God forever. Besides this he founded and built the eanonical churches. 


* Sicilia Sacra, 1. fi93. t Sci]a Sacra, I. 74. ! Ibid. II. 79
. 
 Gel"lllania Sac.-a, Tom. II. 
;;2. 
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of ::;CZ
Ull' and of 
t. lluiria<'l' at Provin8. :Lwl also t('n oth(,1" <,hur('}ll's of canons, 
hp
idl'
 1L l1lunu('r of hospit:...I:o!. Ill' 
o 10H'cl t1ll' <,ll'I'g
'. thn he 1I:.;l'c1 to call thf' 
canons. tHios nll'
, ('apelJanw nll'O
. prchl'IH1u"i nwO:ò. Thid lI1u ,r nificcnt church 
of St. I'tl'phcn b'rn,,) us the ('halX'l of tl1(' <,ount., of Tro}'l':;' Count Hcnry 10\ .,1 
it us rnuph n., ht, rlid hi
 own flesh. 1'hl'I'(' \\ z
i IL trihulll whieh looked upon th.., 
high altar, to \\ hich tht'rl' was un nsct'llt by stt'ps from the intL'rior of hil:J palac('. 
Bnd h. u:,('cl to CI)IIlC thcn' 
metim
. with his familv tu hear th' divine o fliCl' , 
but genl'rally he lL\)ed to d('scl\11l1 nnllsit b('lO\\." ith th(\ e.,mOIlB, ehallt:n
 \\ ith them, 
ßwl \\paring hi
 hahit of 1"('(1 \"(.I\t.t, uml a c'olh'giutl' pa}> of the 
ILmu nmtl'rial, 
co\crl.d with prt'('iou
 
tl)Jll'o,\. which was prl'Sl'f\l'\1 in t1ll' trl':
"iur)' of that ehur 'h till 
the re\'olution.. So, also. adjoining till' church of th - ubb ':J of ::;1. 
Jartin, at :;,[,'('z, 
there \\ as a building in whi('h the (lukl:; of \Icn<<.:ou uscù to Lt- lodged when they 
rault' to :-3l'(.k edifieation with tilt' Tllonk.... Bl'Ilt'ath this huilding therl' waR I' par- 
ticular ('hapel into \\ hich t }ll'St' lor(]:., uSt"I to (It'seen(l in ol"tl('r to a"':-iist ut tilt' ottit'P of 
th' night. 'fhcr' wa.3 to bt. bCl'll the tomb of Duke John I., slain in thc batt)." of 
Agincourt. 'I'h,. e duk4's had gi"f'n the monks a bou'). at \l('nçon. t 
In th... t'hapt'l of HI(> Bnk... of Bur
un(l'y tht'I"l' USl,(I to be hi
h 1I1:l

 
ung t'\'pr} 
day and also \'l'
lwrs. \\ïthin tilt' f'a",tlo of Bloi8 till' di \ iUl' orJÌt.
l'S nspcl to bp cl'lehrat- 
pel in two l'Impl'ls of tLncicllt f()unclation
. Ercn" ithill till' walls of ea:,tll':-:, which 
w('rp ratlll'r pla<:'\':-3 of lh'fpncp than "f ('ourtl) lifl', th' divine OftiC'8 U"4t.d to bc daily 
cel('brat("1. Thus \\ ithin I>>o\t
r Castll' th(' ruin! of n \('ry Zln('i('nt cJllIr(.h nrt
 
still I'l'('n. in whiph it WIL"4 e
pl"t':-;.
IJ ordain('C1. that n loug pt.a] \\.
... to unnoun(,l' the 
singing of IJmtiw
. tLnd that thr4.'l' III. .. ':I tihonlll ht' . ,id \Iailv. for th' gon'rnor. the 
marshulnU'n. and thp soldll'T:' ; umi thp }Jr' "nee of the three chaph\ins was rCl}uirptl 
at th{' c{'lebrntion of high lIla

, beforc whidl llO pric t \\.a
 pprmittcd to h>:" p tht' 
(':u.:th'. 
Falco I I. count of .Anjotl. uJlth'r Loni:l] \. uSl'cl to 8ing in St. 
lartin't; church 
with th ' cI('rg). sitting iu thl' choir as 110norar) ('.anon. The bl,mc id relat'II of 
Uichurù II. of England. Bnd of Fcrdinand of 
paill. "'t. llelwigp, ducht::,:; of 
Poland, amI Sf;. EliJ::lb('th, claughh'r of tIll' king of Hungary, arc.' also rl'corded 
a
 having tJ,kt'n cll'light in lll'nrillg t1ll' (livilU' omc'pl) t'olclllnly I-lIl1g. \\ïtichl'lId 
fl'la.t,
 of 
Iathilcla, the mother of Otho the G r('.,t. that" '\"'C'ry night she tilled her 
chamL \r with m('loùy and with üll kinds of divint' ong. for shc ha.tl it. ('('II Ill'xt 
to the chllr(,h in which 1'111' ugl'd to rppo
(' n litth'. alltl frolll which. rising up ('n
rJ 
night. sIll' USt"l to t'lItt'r the ('hurch, althou
h sIll' hall 
illger:; anll chantcr
 within 
her ('ell u'nd hefon' th' door. who pmi . 
l thc tli,-illt' ell'Juenc)". King Dagob('rCg 
fondw'ss for assisting at \l,spers is h'ßrlll'cl from thl' romantic circllmst
mcl' COII- 
m'ell,,) with t11(' I5W(.('t voice of ,alltil(!a; :11111 tIll' gl'lll'ral dispo..,ition of thl' ]aity 
in thi
 rp
l)f'('t may bl' l('arl1l'd from n r(.ferl'ncc to thl'ir 1ihl'mlity to t1w choirs of 


* D\'

U{,ITOis lIi!o.t. ùu Dioce,," de Tl'OYt'S. 293. 
f RC'('IIt',.du.... lIi..toriques sur la Yillt. ,.t It' Dio...,...,. \1., S
{,7, par If Or"ill t'. .i:!. 
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churches, as the instance recorded of rlric Engelbrecht, to whom the cathedral of 
f'trasbourg was indebted for the first organ plaC'ed in it, in the year 1260. 
X or are later ages without examplcd of the sam#' dispo
ition. Louis XIII. 
composed motets which were performed in his chapel. During the siege of La 
Rochelle, in the absence of chanters and musicians, he worked night and day to 
note the first and second vespers of Pentecost, that all might be ready for the fes- 
tival ; and in his last illne
s, he composed a De Profundis which was sung in his 
chamber at the moment of his death. * 
Christine de Pisan, whose language is always so picturesque, speaks at great 
length on the love which the French princes of her time evinced for the sacred 
offices. Of Louis, duke of Orleans, son of Charles V., he says, "II a trés bien 
continué en d(.vocions, oroisons, 11 l'esglise estre longuement, et â oyr et dire grant 
service; bonnes gens et d(.votz aime et voulentiers ot leur enseignemens, comme il 
appert par la fr{'quentacion qu'il fait chascun jour pa.r long espace en l'eglise des 
C{.lestins, où a couvent de sains preudeshomes servant Dieu, et U ot Ie service; 
de laquelle fr{'quentacion est impossible que son ame et ses meurs n'en vaillent 
mieulx, et que Dieu en 
es fais ne lui snit plus propice." E,-ery day. with his 
own hand he gave large alms, e:specially during tlll' time of the pa
sion of our 
Lord, when he u:sed to visit the Hostel Dieu anù the poor sick people. t Of the 
emperor Henry also she relates an anecdote that shows what attention he paid to 
having the office celebrated with all possible grandeur. "The emperor." she says, 
"who grC'atly Im"eel the offices of the church, and had pleasure in hearing them 
celebrated with solemnity, desired on one occasion, that a certain deacon who had 
a remarkably melodious voice, should sing the gospel. The deacon excused him- 
self from complying, and when the emperor then commanded him to obey. he re- 
fused point blanc. The emperor to whom it was intimated that the deacon had 
possibly rendered himself unworthy, by some secret act, desiring to try his con- 

tancy. ordered him to be threatened with imprisonment unless he complied, but 
in vain. It was then announced to him that he should be sent into banishment. 
The clerk immediately arranged his few necessary objects and departf'fl. The 
emperor having sent after him, received him on his return with these words. " You 
who have feared more to offend God than to incur my anger. are worthy of being re- 
puted according to your merit. I wish that you may have the first bishopric vacant, 
but from henceforth beware how you- involve yourself in such a dilemma."1 
The wise and heroic grand ma.ster of the Teutonic order. Luther of Brunswick, 
in the fourteenth centur), had such a love and rC'gard for church music that he 
used to be often found singing in the choir in the midst of the monk:,; : and in found- 
ing the school of Kænigsberg he requirC'fl that on all festival
, and when it should be 
necessary. twenty-six of the scholars should be sent to the church of the oIel city 


* Castil-Blaze, Chapelle-)Iusiques des Rois de France. 
t Line des Fais, &c. Liv. II. chap. 16. t Id. Liv. I. chap. 35. 
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to a.ssist at th(' ""!len'tl song, nllll at the procP&S:OI1,. antl n simiJnr rpguJntion \\a
 
e
tahlish('d in tht' Hchool of Elbin
 Ullllt'r the s;.Lml' order. t 
The minstr('l of tIlt' "bcs of ehi'll1r)" has Oftl'l1 oc ion to allude to this 10\ e of 
holy otnccs. Thus the Lord of th(' lRlt,
, l-'PH 1i
ht Eilwani fo:n)"R to Bruct', tha.t 
while pOlldl'ring in un'\.iol1s milul to find I' proper JIlt-:' anger to bt'ar hi!; writtl'n 
mandate to Cllthb('rt on tIlt' Carrick 
hoff- : 


.. I chan/".d, at e...u-I)' da \\ n. to pa." 
Th
 chaJWl gah' to !-natch n ma.........' 


And bow beautiful is that sudden mt'morv of sacr('d rites '\\ hich comes upon tht' 
passenger in the hasty b'1rk : 


.. Thl'Y pau
f'd not a.t Columlua's i!-lt.. 
Thoug-h pCdol'd the b -ll
 (rom th.-' ho]
' pile 
Wïtb lollg' nnd IUt
"l1l"l-'(l toll; 
:\0 tin}c for matm or for m.L
", 

\1ll1 the sounll... of th(' holy summons pIL"!I 
A \\.LY in tht' bilJo\\'s ron." 


Whoevcr h8.'1 lÏ\ed in a Latholic country, will readily understand th"e feelings, 
and be ahle to t'upply other unnumhert'd iUz:!tallCt'S. \t Frt'yhllrg, pa
..ing at :,lln- 
:-:et by the churcllt':t \\ ht'll tilt' doors ,\('ro c1o:-:t'd, I 11:,ell to find . -\"l-ra.l pt-r ons 
kneeling without in I'\ill'nt pra.
.t'r, with their fac. turneù towards the sanctuary. 
St. Casscmir, the royal youth of Poland, used pTi\'atcly to 18)" pro
tratt" on the 
(':uth hefore tbl' doors of chllreh(,8. during the mO:oit inclt'lIwnt ni
ht
, imploring 
tllt' l!Ï\illl' m('rc)". V(-mmtius Fortunatu8 e'\.horts his rl'i'th-r to pn-
") with his lips 
the threshold of tll' blc
..d Apo11inari
, allUtling to th. basilica of f'l . . :1 and 
in fact, I ha\e frequently in Itnly "n persons approach softly fintl ki&! the portal 
of churches-affecting ßet of n natuml I)ipt)! Ul)",",s('s OJ) fiwling him
-lf in 
Ithaca, ki8SCd tlll' ground; arul the:;l
 poor thirst)" t'
ill-s rccocTJ)iwd in till' gate8 of 
the sanctuary the entrance to their cf'lestial country. 
Afwr what We ha\"'c seen, olle can understand ho\\. during the middle ng'l.:", the 
most dreadful culmnity that could befall a JX'ople wa'- an interdict, which tlf'prin.d 
them for a time of till' con
o]ution:J of IHlhlic wor:,hip, IUlIl ('iUlsl'd a ceö8ution of 
all the ccremoniCð and pomp." of devotion. It would h' diflicult perlULps fit pr('S('nt 
to eoncei,"e adequately the grlCf of men on such an occ....sion ; for in such t::!piritual 
ages, no matt'riiLl interests were deemed comparable to tho:,(' of tht" intellectual 
nature. \\
hen an en'nt of thi!; occurred in France, in the r<>ign of Philip .\n- 
gnstus, numbers of devout pl'rsons left their countr
', amI pasl3l'd into Xormant1v 
and Britta,ny, where. ad fiefs of England. th. ceremonies of th(' church Wl're not 
interrupted. The most destructive visitations of Provid('nce cau
t'a no interruption 
to the divine course of the ecclesia3tical Yf'ar. On FritJay the !'Ith of .lamIar)", 
the first concussions of the dren.dfull'arthqnake of the Jear 1(;93 were felt at Ca- 


., Yoi.
t ne..chicht.. Pr
u!-sl'ns IV. 519. 
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t It:Llia 
aC.I..l. I. :-J27. 
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tana. On the 11th, the whole city was suddenly overthrown: temples, mon- 
asteries, palaces, and other edifices, buried under a mighty ruin eighteen thousand 
citizens. The few canons of the cathedral who survived, immediately elV"cted a 
wooden church, and there recited the ecclesiastical offices; Pl'ter :\Ioncada, one of 
the senators who had escaped, having with his new :1..'5
ciatcs, spared no pains to 
as.-;ist them, in orùer that nothing might be wanting to the solemnity of the sacred 
functions. * One hundred and fifty years before, when the Syracusans believed 
that their whole Peninsula was about to be overwhelmed, while the citizens were 
fled to the rocks and caverns, on the sacred night of the nativity, the bishop and 
the clergy celebrated mass, and discharged all the holy offices, in a ship which wa.'ii 
stationed near the shore. t 
The establishment by law of the modern heresies, operating like a peq:etual in- 
terdict, caused numbers of devout persons, of every condition, to go into voluntary 
exile, leaving England and Germany for countries where they coultl enjoy the 
solemnities of religion, in the same manner as many of the inhabitants of the south 
of France, in an earlier age, had fled into Spain to avoid the Albigenses. St. 
Joseph and the Blessed Mary used to go every year up to Jerusalem at the feast 
of the Passover; and if they made this long and painful journey to obey the law 
of )Ioses, it was no man el that devout Christians should engage in the distant jour- 
neys to find a Catholic sanctuary. Those O'N eils, those Douglases, und others, 
whose tombs we find in the abbeys on the continent-exiles from their country, 
through love of the divine temples, and for their faith-might 13'"e said with the 
heroic defender of the Heraclidæ, 7r'(}Àl{; fLÈJ' OiXlTat, 
lJx'ì ð'ftTw81].! In all 
ages, there have been unnumbereù instances of that love and constancy so beau- 
tifully described by the French poet, when he represents one whose pleaöure con- 
sisted in presenting the incense or the lights of the altar, in hearing them chant the 
infinite grandeur of God, and in beholding the pompous order of his ceremonies; 
and who prefered being an exile, rather than to remove to the palace of kings, 
where he would behold those who followell other rites, and invoked another God. 
If the hill from which Boabdil took his last yiew of Granada be known among 
the Spaniards by the name of the Last Sigh of the 
Ioor, that from which a Cath- 
olic beholds, for the last time, the land where, like the magi of the East, he is lea\"- 
ing Jesus and )Iary, and returning to his own country, which has rejected the light 
of faith, may well receive a mournful appellation. No trial was greater, than when 
sicknt-'ss prevented persons from joining the assembly of the faithful. 
Ia.dame 
Elizabeth du CheITeul, in bel' last i1lnes.
" being unable, through weakness. to lea, e 
her chamber on Palm Sunday, though sbe ardently desired to n"sist in the church, 
said with great humility, "It is true, I am not worthy to bear the pa.lm: this 
honor belongs only to those who are conquerors oyer sin." 
 


* Sicilia Sacra, I. ';66. t Id. I. 640. t Eurip. Herne. 14. 

 Vie d'Elizabeth Rauquet, Dame du Chevreul d"Esturville. Paris, 1660. 
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It is curious to remark how 
ornl' moeh')"n pol't
 
tumblo with n"'urd to tIll' l'on. 
soh&tion which atta.ched devout Catholics to the divÏJlf' office' 8B wl1l're ;'\ir 'Valt 'r 
&ott Ill'S 'riLl'" thc dcj 
cted Clar,,' on ha\ ing ac. -sa to tbe holJ altars to &l)8ist at 
ma
: and adds. that it wa., nt'v('rthl'lt
 tll'...rl'st to Ill'r wouneh'lllH'art to) ðpend 
}H'r hour
 nIOtll'.. From !"l':Lllin(J' which few \\OrdR \\0 onl) inCl'r with l"l'rta.int}", 
that. he tlid not know in wha.t mantlcr the religion of th' mie1dlo ages &(.t..<<1 upon 
the heart of man. 
But if e\en orùinary kin
 tmd W,L[ iors chcri.:lll'd this atfection, in common 
"ith the lowest of the pt'oph'. for the divine oflicl's of religion. how do \\l' 
up- 
pO:'t\ tl)('y wprt' lo\t'd hy Illt'n of tho hig}ll't intclll,<'tmù cu lti\ ation ILlul of pl'ace- 
ful hahit...-Ly poets. philosophers, and tho..,' cndO\H
l witb the noble8t conceptions 
of art ? 
no Wp not reuuuk 110\\ tIll' I)afl' mt'ntion of thl' ofJic
 of the C.1tholic Church in. 

tantly rn,i
.
 up. in t'\ery mind enri<'hed \\ithaJlti(lUl.lort'
 the imlLO'l'i of a Oant.t
, a 
Tu:-:so. 8 'rhom.L.i )IOTl', a Óucrcini
 
 )Iichad .\ngl'lo? and r ,vi", the memory of 
the great scholarg amI philo8ophers of Italy, buch as 'Iarsilius Ficinus nntl _\n. 

elus Politian who:,,' t.li
po
itions in this rt':;})t'ct aro nth.'stt,a by history; on all of 
whoSt' tombs might han' ht't.n iusc'ribt'll. four times, the 1('Ht'r D. \\ hich i
 SO 
placl'tl upon the .;('pulchr' of tJ ohn 'rIH'opol&1. in tho basilica of Ht. 
lark nt 
\
t'nicl'. to cxprc the 'nu-nc' t'VeT on hiB tongut-'--" Domine, dil('xi decor'm do. 
mus tuæ." t At the time wllt'n Urbino, re..ortl'tl to by such a multitntlc of Jt'arneC\ 
<Llulnohl(' men. PÚ:;N ",..t'<l such nttmctions that no one \\2
 l'oll!'illprt'tl 
ufficipntlJ 
It'arllPel. or to have nttl'ntlf'tl tmflìcient1y to hiK intdloctual cultivation. who hael 
jo:pent some time there, it \Vas not forgotten that in that church th,. Ilivine worship 
',"ß.8 celebrated with more splendor and 
rf('ction of sacred music than t&lmost in 
any other. t 
\\ ould you Ipanl how tlwse iHu,..trious lIlf'n Ji\'ptl nnel ðh'id..el timo? OL
rvo 
that admirable }),linter Guercini. U., u
l'd to rise earl
., find pray ßnd mcditate for 
an hour. Then he \\ou1<1 go to mass ; after which he used to work till dinner. 
At 8un.
l't hl' \Vent ng...in to "orne church and tl)('n rt'tnnled home to f!ketch till 
811 PIX' r. Such wa.g his lifl,.-Petrarch in rt'ply to the Cardinal el<' C'aba.",:,olt,. b.LJ:l, 
" Your letter found me in a languishing htah'. 80 weakl'nt't! b
 fc'.cr. that I am 
obliged to Le carried to th(' church, though it joins my hous('. .. 

h,think8 I need not multiply tht 
 in
tanf'l'
. to 
how in Wh.Lt 1i
ht tJu> divint' 
offices of the Homan rit(' Wl're rp(1"ardC'cl by IIWIl of '-\"l'ry cJ:w; and country, during 
tht: ngb of faith. lIt'fl' is 2\bnnùant proof, that the Cl)mmon voice of mankind 
woulll lmye applied to the CatholiC' Church, th' words of the prophet, "Ilæccini 
cst urhs l'crfecti deeO!'is, gandium unÏ\"er8::I' tl'rm>.
' 
On a former occasion it wa.s rt'markf'el. that familiarity with t}w l:iacred 
offices of the church tended to diffu8C a poctiC' inthll'ncc through RQCiety; ami after 


· )Iarm. \ Ï. 


t Italin. SILer a. Y. 1:J42. 


l1rl. 11. 
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what we haV'e seen in tIll' progre
s of our inquiry, methinks no om' can he in- 
cline,] to doubt the ju::-tice of that pOl'5ition. He::;erving, however, further remarks 
on this heaå tm we have &'en the whole grandeur an,l beauty of the ecdcl'5iastical 
COlUbe, let us panse at present to observe the many bcautiful points of view-vis- 
tas as it were-through the obscure wooel of antique history, which opens upon us 
from the spot on which we now stand. For in the fir::;t place, from the singh' fact 
of the church offices being thus loved aml cultivated, remark what an important 
conclusion must be drawn with re:;pect to the intellectual character of the middle 
ages and with what an answer it supplies us to one of the most insidious objec- 
tions of the modern sophists. They ten us, that in the Ca.tholie Churches thero 
was too much ceremony for an inteneetual people. 'Ve' are now enahlel1 to see at 
first sight how proeligiollsly and profoundly falsc is thi::; famous objection. Cer- 
tainly, if " \Visdom," as the ancient text affirms, had ever literany h built for her- 
self a house," here, in the Catholic temple, that mystic edifice is found. These 
men either understand not or care ,110t what they say. For an intellectual peo.. 
pIe! Let them say rather for a sell::;ual people,- 


"In undct"Standmg, hat'den'd into stone, 
.And to that hat'dness, spotted too and stain'd." · 


'Vhat ! is it an injury to the understanding when the sight is employed as a 
medium of instruction? the sight, so essentiany an organ of inteUigence, that 
in every language of the ,,
orld the expression for understanding is derived from the 
term which 
ignifies its degrees? No, certainly; but where habits of sensuality ex- 
ist, an ceremony in religion win seem not only hateful, but in a philosophic scn:o:e, 
ridiculous. To enjoy the ceremonies of faith, and funy to feel their tender mys- 
tery, the heart must be inflamed with desires of invisible good, the rea8on. for the 
time at least, unclouded, the imagination struggling to be free from en.rything 
that defiles aud debases-the whole man thirsting after justice, either in the pu... 
rityof innocent or in the sincerity of penitential sorrow. Th
 world, therefore, 
rejects the symbol as it rejected lIim whom it represents. It cannot recehe them; 
for the love of the world hath not invisible eye
, by which spiritual things can bl, 
discerned. It neither sees them nor knows them. Hence the Uhurch
 feeling this 
nect'&ity, constantly pra}í
, that ,. what her chilùren celebrate with a solemn office, 
they may attain by the intelligence of a pure mind ;.'t and that .. ever fixing their 
thoughts on rea
onable things, .they may perform the things tha.t are pleasing to 
him. "t 
Dear to an, excepting to the worshippers of matter, who must inùeeù esteem 
them frivolous and empty things. the 
acred rites of the Catholic Church are, in 
an especial ùegree, calcula.ted to charm an eminently intellectual anù l('arned p..'opll' i 
because, to mention only one of many reasons, .. the more thoughtful and genuim..'"' 


· Dantp. Purg-. XXXIll. t Po
t ('om. 1...t S\tnl1. aftf'r Fpiph. 
t Col1('d, mh 
\Ind aftt'r Epiplt. 
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I)' pO<'tic> a mind is. 
o mudl the more form('ù untl hi..torical will he it.3 religion:' 
nt;;; 
oYali
, with profound ju
tie('. rClIlarh
.. .\re l1H'n historiun
, philo
opher:" 
mu
i('il.llls? "lult a milw of treasure do they P()

t.
,,\ in the Catholic ritual? In 
rclntion to the former, how many curiou
 thillg
 ore observable in the liturg:., 
which recaIl int('f(':.:ting cÏrculll:,tancetl am] t'wnt.. of n?cient timt
? 'f'hy are 
tilt' titles und nnmes of the authors omittf'd in tlH' le

ow read by the church on 
hol) Saturda
? \n hi..tnrian "ill h.1I you that it \\ as so ordcfl'd lest the catech- 
llm('n
, coming from nmollg' thp (
('Iltilpq. Illi
ht gcorn "lwll tlwy Iwurl} the names 
of H('hrew nuthor
. such ('umity p
i:-h'd )('t\\('t'n tIlt' f:('ntilcs and .Tew
.t 
Thus to the lcarned, not onl
' \\ a... there.' all ()rigillall.,ullttit
 and grnndeur. and 
an inherent churIn in th(' Jitllrg-.\. hut man., thing':-- thut wprf' at fir:.:t onl) common 
nnd ncriùpntnl. wprp hnlI()\\"(.tI hy timl'. unll J"t'ndl'fl'cl douhly attracti,"(' hy the pO\'er 
of hi
tori('al unù philo
ophic u....,)(.intion.... Ht'
ll}t'
. did not the sm.lll(':,t thing ac- 
quire a dignity from tht, lIl('rc fud of it-: cnt)wlidty und lInin'r:--,d u:.:ug(' by thp 
church? '1'lH.':'c' C..;tIllC'llt
 ure> not only hol)' from re>li
inug mnti, ps: .I,,,,ufl'tlly thl'Y 
are majr5:tir and \"rnrrahl(' from tit(' hi
torirn} nntl pO('tieul illl'a c()nnedcd with 
th('m; but when Lord Chutham callp(} upon ('('rtnin mpmh('r
 l'ntitlt'c] 
piritual of 
thr Ilou:.:e of Lorll.... to intl.'rpo.:p ..the' 1111...ullipd 
anl'tity of their In\\ n:' th(' Allu- 
sion might as
Urt'llly ha"t' hPl.'n Iwnrd pit1ll'r "ith u 
tarc or 3 
milp. Xor let any 
011(' imagin(' that tl1(' IcarDr(I \\ ould r('gartl th '
e thin
 "ith different ('.,"('e:: whpn 
tlaP.'" found t}lPm,,;pl\"(.
 in plaef'
 of ru...tic 
implicity. n
 if thl'rp wprc' n po:-:.:ihility 
of thl'ir finding- t1H' C'nthoIil' Churl'h lli
nrmpd. Ilnd di...gloritied \1IllI('r nny circum- 
stances of humiliation. Xot to :-p<'ak of tl1f' tIi, inity which ('\('r gunrds it. the 
majc'
ty \\ ith whi('h it i:-: 
urrounlh'd nt all tinh 
--("'l.'n that m'ljl':,t.'., in r('
p('Ct to 
thl" prl':-:l'nt "orlli. "laich it IHl
 u(,ll'lirt'd hy the trihute of ...0 Illany :.:uh1imc und 
kingl)" Illinll
, f;0 mun
' 
aintlJ anti heroic dcf('mIl'r -+crn" it in...tc.nd of th(' 
tonguf' of an \u
u
tin or thl' f.(('ptN' of n C'}13rlpmagnc>. The :-:pirit:o of .\ui'tin. 
.\mhro
l'. Gre
ory, Ht.tI(,. ulIll Ft'lH'lon, ure' "ithin thl"--r hllmhle wall
. 
J f 
ou entpr thl'm. 
"()U will imagin(' thnt 
(m b('ho1cl there nn }
atiu:-o or an 
\lfrl'll. th(' p"'ilhn
 of mart
.
. and the off('rin;! of king
. Fear not tIll' ('ont<l
ion 
of \"ul;!ar milld
 from hl.'in;! n
:,ori.ltt'd "ith tlH' \"ul1rnr ill the...p Catholic rite,.;. 
Although the nll
ar. as Sih'or I\'llieo rl.'marh
, PUll nnd ought to 10\ e them. it i
 
not tru('. thnt in com:rrpll'nce th('
' h(,('CHllt a \ ulgarity.:t: The imnwn
l' 1)('Il('fit
 
of thp Divine goolhH'ss. ha\e. in fad, to 11:--(' thp \\orll:, of ::::it. Thoma:-:. ('onfC'frprl 
upon thp (,hri
tinn people an inc:o'timahI(' di:!t1Íty. Think not that t}lt' per:-on of 
that rUllp ilIiteruÍl' pril'
t cnn in.an
 mann('r dimini..h the forcf' of 
u('h imprl':,.;ion.;. 
X ot to oL
er\"(' hO\, fa}:--e ma.' he Jour estimate in :,uppo
ing him 
u('h, oh';(,f\"(, 
that the Catholic ritual is not dependin
 for it
 pff('('ts upon men. 1 t i:.: not at 
the mercy of <lny person, or capable of being counteracted b
 the roll
. or demerit 


· 
chrfften. II. 
05. t Hugo de 81. Yfetor. de F.('('lp
ku
t Irlq Officiis Lib. II I. c. 4
. 
t Del Dnn'I'j degli {' n11\ml. 
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of its ministers. In nIl ('ssential parts, the qualities of Û1e pr
('st ad a!l indi\"itlual 
pass('tl for nothing. rrhe chasuble literally, lik(' the charity of which it is the 
sJmbol, covers all. Per
ons of highly cultivd.red minds, and interiorly philo:;o- 
phic, were not in the position in which Apollodorus stood, who besides one man 
(Socrates), considered all teachers as wretched and despicable persons, agaiu::ìt 
whom he felt inclined to rail as often as he heard them. * They never felt a.3 
if they suffered indignity by repairing to the Catholic Church on the wildest and 
farthest shore of Christcndom ; for they knew that in the meanest chapel in the 
most desolate region of the earth, they would meet with the same mystery a.s if 
they were to enter the basilica of the Vatican. Before the altar anù the vested 
priest, they recognize not the man, but the prophet; while in regard to things sub- 
ordinatc, the wisdom and the exquisite fitneSð of the divine offices wpre e\"ery 
where the same. To obviate, however, the po
ibility of error, the ecclesiastical 
canons required that ., scholastics should be carefully admonished, as Christians 
clothed with humility, not to despise those who they know avoid vice of manners 
rather than of words; that they should not presume to compare an exercised 
tongue with a chaste heart, or to laugh at any priest or minister of the Church 
who should be guilty of a so
ecism or barbarism in offering up prayer to God. ..
 
Here then one may remark what an unfounded assertion is that of the mocl
rns 
who suppo
e that in the Catholic Church men of learning and genius constituted 
a 
mall initiated class like the philosophers of heathen times, who in secret nour- 
ished a profound contempt for the public discipline, and that the clergy did not 
permit all men to be instructed in the 
ame mysteries, but followed the example 
of Pythagoras, who suited his lessons to his hearers, calling some Pythagoreans 
and others Pythagorists, in the same manner as men used to say attic
 and atticists, 
to express the genuine disciples 
md those less perfect who bhould imitate tlH'm.l 
Whether or not they conceived this idea from feeling consciou::; of what takes 
place in their own communities, in which rationalism frù:!! the very first n.ally 
constituted a similar cla

, is a question that may be left to th3ir own consideration; 
but to suppose that a learned Catholic is in relation to the crowd of the faithful 
what the philosopher was to the heathen multitude. is an error that nothing cm:. 
excus<,. .A mere knowlpdge of hi
tory is sufficient to C'OInincc an
' one a.cce::ì8ib
.. 
to conviction, that the Catholic religion was not a. sect of philosoph\". The 
ag
 
of the middle age invl'rtetl the definition of the 
tagyrite, believing with the multi- 
tude, while in point of grace and eloquence of dpvelopment they spoke as the few. 
A Roger Bacon, an Anselm, a Richard of 
t. Y'ictor, a Thomas Aquinas, saw in 
the sacred rites precisely the same thing as was seen in them by any simple pea- 
sant or pagp of a baronial castle, who recited his chaplet, without being abl(' to 
folloW' tll(' prayers of the priest. But more than this is true; for sagpg and men 
of deep philosophic minds. there is a peculiar want unknown to the common race 
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of mt.'ll, w"tich the ritual of tIll' Church was l.milll'ntl) ealculntl'd to t;UPII)". The 
human ðvul, in proportion u.
' it attu('lll':I itsclf to God, .u1I1 a('(luirl'8 a thir!'-t for 
justice hecome:" morf' :L\ers' to every thing Jik' chanO'c or uncl'rtcLÏnty. If not 
Impportl'd by its immurtal hOped, intolerable would b. itd anh'11Ì8h on account of 
the altl':oatiolls which arc continu.Llly taking placo in ,.isiblo ohjects :nul in every 
thing with which it is in immediate contaet. Tho Catholic æhgion in an admi- 
raùle mallner :L4.hnini:.:tered consoh\tioll to it in this statl', through tho medium of 
material and in themSt,.I\"cs mutable th41g:;; for it taught th curious and illebti- 
mable art of symbolizing nature, and it furni...hcd it with an altar, which was ono 
spot in tho visible \\orlù, e
l'mpted lik(\ the faith of which it 'H\."; thu l'mblcm, 
from this lll'cC8öity of e}umgl'. \riuw Ull'Sl' oM hl'rmi1ð in thl.ir can'" luning 
nothing but an imag., of our LLl1y and an altar with a huok. \\11:Lt iL p":LCcful 
symbol is h..re of an immutable and supremcly blibBful stat.? 
"'t.ll not only wouM many a king likt' Richart!, ha\(' gin'n t111'ir gorgeous 
pahL(,c for such u. lll'rmitu
l" tlll.'ir firrurt.d goblcÌð for thi:.: dish of \\ood, thcir sub_ 
jects for thi.s pair of canetll:i<&Ïnts, amI thl.'ir lurgf' kingdom for this Jiulc gravc, 
but in imagination all the 
ter minds of the middle agl's, all the grt'ut intellcct- 
ual guid('s, within the domain of art, nspiretl to this condition attained to it in- 
ternally ("en ßlnid
t till' ,ici
itual's I1UlI di'iordcrd of a troubled life. Thl'
' gavo 
this direction to their intclligl'llc,', not through a reckl ':i.'J disdain of the Creator's 
bounty, or an unworthY80ftn
 of 8Oul, but from a reasonablc and just conviction, 
that by BO doing thcy confinl'd, concentrated their dCl:ìires for the present within 
the sph('re of symbol
, amI 80 (,Bcaped the shocks nlHI fluctuations of the \\ o;'Id's 
destin)'. 'Vith eyes fixl'd upon tho crOäa their ,'iew.: 'Illl'd to oppn into eternity. 
Posscssing thhi one point of rest they no longer bOught too look abroad over the 
wide and universal theatrc ; for they would hß\"c only fl'lt oppreR.'5l'd by the 8pectacle 
of that immcnse nature : but viewed :u 1;) mholr; of thu irnmutablu and invi8iblo 
good, neither upon the lW:Lutiful prospl'Cts of an l.
tended horizon, nor upon any 
flower which embahlll'd tlll'ir path, did tlll'Y fcar to indulg o too fhed a gaze, Art, 
literature, science, disIDlSS 'J them to tm\"crs', not to rest in the material world. 
But to renew tlwse blo

ms which c1ecke(1 tilt' aHar,-to 
'l' fl" iH>f1 thc:-!(' f'Jmbol- 
ic lights which sparklu ovpr it.-to pcrfuJl1l' it with the odor of incenSl--to behold 
it gilded with the gladsome beams of morning, or shaded with the sombre lh'ery 
of thl' departing day,-thcse were the thing8 which kept their souls a.. it wero 
111 presence of the ineffable nna immutahlt, felil'ity of thl' }:tl'rnal Exi
tence, It 
b tnle the revolving seasons ('lLU8l'd ('ven Ill'ru a :.:how of change; for the huo 
of holy vestments varied with the object of each da) 's commemoration; but these 
were only tones which bl'longed to onc lIlli,"crsn.1 harmony, and ,'aric<<1 t;ymbols of 
a constant joy. 
Against the terrors of death too, tnat grl'atl':.:t uf changc:l to which our flesh is 
hl'ir, this lovc for the ceTemOllil'S of faith prO\ ide,l Ilwn : for though uU till' porn p 
of worldly magnific('Jl('p mu:.:t fail, the nfT"dions :1. ,-{)(.i:H(',1 with th(' holy:o:oll'lllni- 
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ties of the militant Church, with her proces
ions, her stoles, an(1 palm:;, would en- 
dure for ever in the Iwavenly Jerusalem. Let no one imagin
 that J am explain- 
ing the hi
tory of the middle ages by referring to principlcs which were not in 
reality then received and understood. Subtle and ahstract as they may appear, 
they are nevertheless professed in those very documents of all
ient times which one 
might have supposed would have been exclusi\'ely occupied with considerations of 
a practical nature. 'Vitness the words of the diploma granted to the church of St. 
Sa\.iour, at ::\Ies...ina, by Count Roger, the pion:; and brave kin
, the protector of 
Christians, as he is styled in the title. "Because," saith he, "the thingð of the 
present life are corruptible and mortal, and like titles are changed frolll one to an- 
other, the lovers of religion meditated a certain wondrous mutation of these things 
by the right hand oCthe l\Iost High according to the p
alm ; and employing all their 
study in order that they might remain firm and eternal. they found no other meth- 
od excepting by erecting divine temples, a.nd by dedicatin
 to them and so return- 
ing to God their posse"sions. For thus it comes to pass that by the unceasing hymns 
ami laud:; which are offered np in them, God is worshipped and glorific<1 without 
intermission, and they gain fOl' them:"elves a memory of eternal lx>atitmle and 
constant prayer. Therd()re, our tranquillity, following this example as a ('crtain 
l>rimitive rule, hath made thi:-: divine and !'acred foundation, and hath built this 
temple on the promontory of the port ofl\Ie1"sina to the glory and prai:--e of the 
great Goù, and our Saviour Jesus Chri
t."* \Ye find the same :-;t-'ntiment
 ex- 
pres...ed along with the donation,;; to the church of Anglona, in the year 1231. "
\.l- 
though things of men prove fl-ail and decay with length of years, there are ne\'er- 
thele
s some things to which men can impart a perpetual stahility, namdr, those 
which are ùedicated to the divine worship, aud attached to the heritage of God 
with men."t 
The love for the sacred offices not only indicated a thoughtful and an intellectual 
people, but also men of pure amI virtuou:-i or penitentiallivc1". Th(1:-, the histo- 
rian f"ays of Otilo, Duke of Bavaria, in the eighth century, "that being mon.d to 
compunction by divine love, he hegan to build and enlarge churche", and to love 
the servants of God who ben.ed them."! It may be observed, that it wao.; the 
general character of all the chants and anthems of the Church to be a repetition o
 
tho
e high les1"ons and awful menaees which we read on the very stones, and mar- 
ble, and windows of her temple
, which reminded the unjust in language 
tin mortt 
awful than that of Æschylns, that there was a :--pirit which followed him to what- 
eyer land he jonrneyed,-that even by dying he could not be liberal, that he 
would not be too free in death. 


OaYIDY 8' 
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3.1111 whidl in (','pry fi)rl1l of majt....tic S) wool 'wetl to pro('lairn that gr('.lt truth, 
I . . I ., " ' I ' I I t I 
"n,'IIIIII"II:o. l':-t ('11m g Orla Jilt 1l'3r' \"1\'0:; et nwrtuos. I'U y Coln "1'C grt'.l al- 
vantage resulting to the riti pn.., from tl&o:-e terrible :o.ollncl:i uf the dlUil' as \\ elllliJ 
from the majl':-:tic l'Ountpn
uU't.."'I of 
LI1lrl'l:i uml prophet
, ami e\'pn from the 
horribly gay dl'llloniacal ima,rl'r)' \\ hich hurrOluu.lcd it i tor tht: tlUlemn uclam - 
tion, 


"QUI m putronum rogatUnI8, 
Cuw ,ix jWLWllit leCurUb." 
- 


i... not 11':':-1 impr('
:"ive than that pcrilou
 pa.
 'TC rrpf"i> nt 1 on the tomb ofDago- 
hert in the Abbey of St. D 'ui , \\ here the poor king, nakl>Ù amitl:-t an inf('rnal 
cr .w, :-t3lul... with suppli('3ting arllls mi
Ptl, while 'L .1('lI1on :-
't'm.. altc'rnat.-Iy to 
lift and return th' cro\\ n IIpon hi:o. IH'
HI, a., if h)' th.Lt !-o<..'C.)rnful play to mal"p him 
ft'el more al'uIPI)' tl.e vanity of his fi)rmer alllhition. Piu., the S'coml :..:.I)":', that the 
:-I'ulptur... in tIlt' Catlll'tl.-al of On'it.to, by arti h of Sienna, l"t'pr' .uting thc r ....ur- 
I"t.'(.tioll of tIll' ch-:.ul, tlll'juc1gnll'ut of the 
a\"ioI1l", th,' punL,hmcnt of Ù1C damul'tl, and 
the rewards of thc elc...d, wru:, worthy (,f !)hiùhs lIr Praxitel..s.* The <.'hallt., ami 
IE 
..\)lb of the Churdl IllU!--t. not he t1).ll11tc..1 from thi:-. \'i
iblt' dl"\"c'loplllent of 
tilt' :-,lml' truths \\ hi..h tlU'y annolllH't't.l, allli u......un'(lI). th" lIlell who l.'()uru'Cl the 
inflw'n('t' of :o.lIeh Ol
t'('h allli :-ountls ('0111<1 not he dh.lllllonc't.J to imp<'nit<,n "t: or im1if- 
ferelll'l'. 
[orl'o\' 'r, independent of high intcllC<'tllal ruu ''i, there is on JlU'rc- moral 
ground., n ('I()::)C l.'Onn('ction Let" .t.'n affi'(.tioll fino the ccremoni
 of faith and purity 
of ht";.lrt, 110t to :llM ('\'l'n :Lu..t..rity of lift.: for till' ('t)Jl"-t'il'Ill't' of nll'l1 of :--en..:uul or 
lu\.urious habits \\ou1<l1x> oppres......"t.1 with :--0 intoll'rahl.. :L bl'n..e uf the ineonsi:--t- 
('ne)' of their interior, with nil t1mt wa., :--ulunittc'tl to thl.ir ....n..c.:;, that thc')" "ouid 
instinctively turn nwa)" from them. \\'hat an'r l:ontrihllt
 tù 10\\ pr llll'1l in their 
id('a'i of the dignity lIf human n:du
, h.l<, n I1rt.. :-...ary tplulptJ(,y to ..ut off ('..r(,1I10- 
Ilial from religiou:o. \\"o
hip. "'ht'n in the mimls of lIlen genl"rall)' the tYPt' or 
animal is 
uh:4itutlll for that of !'-piritu:L11x'
mt)', the fi)umlatiol1 of the \\ hole ritual 
is undcrminl'C.I, and the :-nperstru<,ture ßlu.,t in'vitahly fall. Theil, imlt'l"t.I, nrc 
cowL.., IHXXI..., amI cha:-.uLI ,rcli ,\x"Ltb, iaulul
enC\::j, but trulllp('ry, only tit- 
ting l'mhr)'lJs allll idiob, ami P"olx'r ol
('Ch to he th
 =-port of '[ilton's "'l'ornful 
\\ iml:"l. 'Yil'l', no.; the arch Ipn.lIer, i:-1 the tru(' ...Ll1
" of th.. liturgy heing dl':--pi
..l. 
"-ho will invoke the !'ain...., wh'-11 he :--('()rn:o; their ('
ample? \\Yho will pray for 
tllP dead, when he fecI::) him:,elf ill mort
11 ...in 
ulli in..apablc of performing nn)" 
llU'ritoriou:i work to helwfì him, ,If'.' ,rho \\ ill bclic\'e in the real pre:-elll'e ill 
the l'ul'hari:o,t on earth, wllt'll he wi
llt's that thpre 
h()uld not he a ,;()(I reigning in 
hcavt.'n? ,rho will vcnerat 'rdil
 when hl' ha.... no faith in th' virtue of the 
, 
mart)'rs? anù when he belic\'C::i that the ...pirit with the lxxly di oJ \\110" ill 
join the pr()('(,:,sioll, when he :o-L .ks olll
' the 'I'l.'('tal'l 
 of ,'anity? fhe ma.....; of 
waulind, iudet-d, are Lut little aware of the :-d'fct Illoti\'c whether goocl or cvil 


· IJb IV. Comment. 
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which actuate::, them; hut unless the hunger and thh:;:t for justiæ had been at lea!oot 
in the COllllllencellleut experienced in somc d('gree or other, we may Le sure that 
the (livine ofli('e
 wuuM never have bc('n peI1)('tl1at('(1 ur frequcnted. The reason 
why .JuT 
eelUed insipid to SO manyper:--ons IUU:,t be
()ughtforin thealmnelau('e 
of external ('onsolatiun
 whiA. prC\'entð them froUl feeliug the waut of iuterior. It 
is in the ch urch that the words of the evening ð(mg are continually verificù, that 
while the hungry are filled with gooel things the rich are :o('nt f'lIlptyaway. 6\C- 
conlingly, without any prenwclitated iutention of verifYing 
uch remarks, but 
merely from an a('('uratc ob
ervation of filcts, we find the writers of the middle 
agl':3 ascribing generally in a continuou::; sentence, a de
ire of j u:-;t ice to those who 
e\'inced affection for the diviue offices. 'Vitness the words of Gaufriòu
, when 
"peaking of Hoger, Duke of Calabria, SOIl of Robert Guiscard, who says, that he he- 
gan to lon' ju:,t jlHlg:ments, and to follow justice, and to frequent the church, 3,5- 
si
ting with de\'otiun at the f'acred hymns.* 
"Yon 10\Ters of justice," !"ays Gregory the Xinth to the cizi7Rns of Paòua, 
"magnanimously defend the churches, and nomTi:,h them in the 
weetne;.;.'5 uf libl.r- 
ty."t 
Iany parts of the solemn ritual had also a close connection with the spirit 
and peculiar manners required by the Catholic religion, as innumerable instances 
might 
how. \rhere the love of comfort and corporal indulgence had supcr:-òeded 
the love of sacrifice, men would not be inclined to stand during the long interval oc- 
cupied by the chanting of the pa
:--ioll ; we should see them on that occasion foUow- 

ug the Jews, "Et sedentes servaLaut eum." \rhere men were taught to forget the 
sacred humanity of our Lord, anù the graces of his blessed mother, and not to feel 
that at each yearly commemoration of the passion, the scene was in a manner actu- 
ally pas!'ing, in vain might the church demand "quis est homo qui Don flet'et ?" Xo 
tear would r-;tand in any eye, but every ont; 
\'ould be seen turning over mechanically 
the pages of his book in search of f'ome new food for the iu!'atiate craving of au 
empty mind. Certainly to a loaded conscience the rites would give no pleasure; 
for en'r)' beauty in the Catholic Church is only beautiful from an analogy with 
the heauty of the soul: and without the remembrance of having traded with the 
talent entru:,ted to him, man would not be willingly reminded, though in strains of 
e\Ter such sweet harmony, of righteou:-iness and ofjudgnwnt to come. "Our Lord," 
E-ays Father ...\.vila "is acclistomed to reward at his altars what has been doue at a 
. , 
di
tan('e from them. Therefore, without a holy life in the world, you must not ex- 
pect graces in the church."! "Te decet hymuns, Deus,":--ays the Psalm. "Bul 
where?" a:-òks Cardina
 Bona. In Sion : in Bahylonc : "non decet." Our hope is 
founded in that city uf ,Jeru:-;alem. He \\ ho sings with this hope, though his body 
may be in Hab)'lon, in heart he may sing in Sinn, sayillg, with the Apostle, "our con- 
\'ersation i:-: ill heaven," but he who is devoted to earthly de..;ire:--, being an alien to !"a- 

red harmony, cannot sing hymns from the songs ofSion.
 But what 6kiIls it to 
ek 
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 Epist. XL. 
 De di vina Psa]mod. 36
 



1-18 



uUE
 CATHol.ICI; UR, 


proof" here th<> adv<>rsary IX"'ars te:4illlony a,r:.linst him-;elf? Th<> lIa('lllbt'N of the 
l'arthly republic acknowIE'<1ge that tilt,') find 110 pl(" "Ul"C iu the um 
 of the Church. 
'"hat is ÙJc I1nalliruou... eOlllplaint of the IlllXl('rn.., but that of th
 collùcnuwd 

pirit
 in )1 iJrOl! :- 


_II This ßlWtt be our luk 
In beaT'n, thl!! our cll'1ibbt ; ho'\\ wearisome 
L
II.ut.) 110 6pt:DL iD '" orship paid 1" 


. 
The Catholio Chu1'('h had not the Jfp1'('ul('.an f ....ti\.al of the Syracu:>3n
, thf' CE"1('- 
brat ion of which ,,
 to be rCIl(lcl'l"Cl ('umpatihle "ith th .ir plan
 uf 8.lugni..ary 
,.CJJgr--Alnce hh'1lÏnst the .Athcnialb, \\ 1H'11 tllt'
 pr()p..
'''tt :o-t.l1diug a perfiùious fill
 in- 
tt>Iligt'IH"(', to the lIuh:JpPY Xieia..;, \, h.. \\ a.... to It.. :ul\"i"l"tl to po:.t pone his dl'par- 
ture till the ne
t (lay b)' Ct.'rtain ('olJlpaUiOUi of ] Iprllloc.r-.ttl""', will) \H're to \"i
it 
hi:-- camp a.. fric'lld.., and J.!i\' , tlwir ('OIlIl"C.I, that OJl th . clay fulIo\\ ing thc')" might 
all be cut on: It would be illl\' to ()I
("C.t. an unpreml.Jitat''l1 and acciùcntal {'oir1<'i- 
c.I1'1U'C {'(.I('hrah'tl in tilt' nnuals of rC'trilmtion : all hi..tory attl':,t-; that the CathoJio 
fc
ti\"al W
b the harhingtar of }"'ac't' :11111 c.harity, of fc.I'!.!Ï\"('nC'
s ancl :l1l1(.I1tIIl1t'lIt of 
life. "TIU' oil of lucrc').," :-";I)'S 
t. .AmhrO"C' '.
hilH" in the bOlemnitic-s of the 
C'lulI'cJl."* I II fiu.t, hl' wlw \\a... in 1Il0rt
II :-ill, allIl "ho :-houlct appl'
u. at the {',de- 
hmtioll of md:-"", \\ irlwllt ha\'il1g tht' l'3rlll"t J "ire to ."'l:3pe from that ..tate was 
dC,('IU('(l guilt)" of a :-.:u'rjl('
T(> :UHI of :ulclillg' :-in to :-ill. 
That part whic'h i.. l'lItitlf'cl tlat' ",('('r'c-t, i... 
() c.llll'(l, not hl."c,tII
(' 
aifl 
f'('rdl)", hilt 
bc.'t':;,UI.... it u":("tl not to 1)1' slid until tho"'l' h:ul I"etir .cl who had IlO ri.rht to :i
i
t 
at thp 
al'ritì<'t.. 
't'reta a :"4,(,,'mo. X:I)", ('\'('11 in thc fifteenth ccntlU')", pcrsons 
who:,,>' m3nllf'r.- \\('1"(\ at up"n \'arian a with the h.mctit) of the Chri:::,tiau law, u..:{..J 
to provi , l.. ft.r tlwir I)('ill
 a1>:-.4'nt frolll hom.. on 
unc1a)"S, tur they ùaret!lIot appcar 
at ma...'. + 
,. Ld 110 .J uch... a.......ist," ...:I.'",
:")t. .Joh n Chry..;o:o;rom, ce no 
imC)n, no nvari('ion... man. 
If anyone be a di
'ipJt. I(.t him ('oml
, fiJl' he '''.:Iith, <,UIII di.scipulis J1lei::, f:wio Pas- 
cha." L..t no inhulIlau pc'r
on approad., no crucl man, no unforgiving mall, no 
impure person: this i
 the mystc'r)' of p.'3Cf'." In the:lJ-,"t... ,)f flith, IIwn hlll'W noth- 
ing uf a religion whidl Jl1l'rC'ly l'on
isu"tl in bc'in
 corporally pr('s('lIt in thc ('hu....11 
(luring half an hour 011 ft...tival.. of ohligntion. "I 1)(
"t'Ch )"C)ll," say.. Sr. (,hr)"- 

o
tom, "cln not })ay :lttl'utiou ouly to thi", in what manncr you com(' to the ('hurch, 
hilt Jo.C'C r..rth('r in what 1J13ßß('r returning thpucc to )"our hOl1:">\.., you car-IT away 
till' rucdicille which iJo' pro})I'r for your infirm it iN; if not all at the 
al1l{> time, at 
Iea...;t let it he peut to-(laf anti p.n.t tn-morrow, so that at Icuglh 1 JOu may Sf'Cure 
it all.'': 
Of thC' ('atholic nation
 in agf'
 of faith we might n....;qlr('(lI
r 
a
., in a high phi- 
losophic SCIl
C, anti with far grrott'r jll..tice than wa::) af'firlllNI of till \thpnian..., 
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that they "knew no other feast hesides that of doing what was right." Kal pr,rl 
Éopniv äÀÀo TL líyEl:ð(}aL, Ii rò rå öiovra 1fpài;aL.* 
Clemens 
\lexan<hinns remarks that the aJwient c;ages r('(}uin><1 men to pray 
aloud, not from bllPpu:,ing that the Deity cuuld nut hear a silent prayer, but le:,t 
men !'òhould aòdress prayers to heaven which they would be ashamed that other 
men :-,hould }1('ar. t \rhen men went ont of Egypt they a{'COrdingly heard a lan- 
guage which tht:>)' kn('w lIot. They (':true to the Catholic Church to beg temporal 
ble:o;sing
. Pe:-:tilencl' is spreading terror iIHO the ranks of the impioUd and bruti:-:h 
crew. For once they would cry for mercy to heaven. La the priest invites them: 
they begin to repeat the word:, of supplication, Deus qui non mortem-but why 
do they 
ud(lenlr cea!'òe, why turn pale? Alas in what a dilemma do they find 
themselves! They had forgotten that the Church in demanding temporal ble!'òs- 
iugs, always impJi('s that those who offer it are of the number either of the just 
or of the penitent, or of tho:o:e who wi
h to have the grace of penitence, and nO\\. 
they feel themselve:, already reje('ted. Ah, well may their tongues falter and 
refu:,e to pronounce the words "
ed pællitentiam desideras peccatorum." They ha\'e 
no part in what follows, "populum tuum ad te revertentem propitius re
pice, " 
hut the deprecation of that !'òcourge of Gml's wrath mu
t sound in their ear
 like 
the direful hymn of the avenging minister::;, which enchains the soul anù drie,:; up 
the life in the veins: 


t'iióJlZO; q>PEy6jy, åq>óp- 
Jll/i,rO
, CCVCiiJY ßporov
.
 


Abrain, the number of men who 10\'00 the sacred offices of the choir, is an index 
to determine the number of tho
t' who 10\.00 peace; for who could 10\'e the a...
el1l 
blies of the faithful, and at the same time be glad that they should with each other 
war- 


"And iI:. fit:rce hosting meet, who wont to meet 
So oft in festivals of joy anÜ Jove 
Unanimous r' 


That love argued too, that they rultivated habits of meditation, and that they 
gave themsely
 leisure,-that they knew well, though they had not heard Bacon, 
that although men 
hould refrain tllPm
eh'es from il
ury and evil acts, yet the in 
c
sallt alllI !'abbathleðS pursuit of a man'
 fortune, leaveth not that tribute which 
we owe to God of our time.9 They sufièred 110t mercantile industry to impoverish 
their souls, f.)r they haù learned to hf11ip\'p of th('ir Creator, that not to irksome 
toil but to (lelight he made u..;, and delight to rea
on joined. The immoderate ap- 
plication of the moderns to material ol
ects, is incompatible with the lo\'e of the...r;;c 
offices, for, a
 till' :l:'<'etic justly 
a)":.;, "insipida fiunt omnia devota Christi ruys- 
teria convertenti 
e ad exteriora et inania :"U and, as he ouserves, "too much oc- 


* Thucyd. Lib. 1. 71. 

 Advancement (If Learning. 


t Stromat. Ill. 
tì. f Æ<:.chyJ. Eumenid, 3
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cnpJ.tion in ut 'rual things i'i a great impt'C.lil11ent to int.'rna:, nn(1 ('001.. n1('n (;,r 
thin!,f":; of hea\'l'Il." """hat &lvails it," :-a)":- Rt. Bona\"cntllra, "III tlb
,'I've a 
Rlbbath of one day, if we dl) not make our life a 
abbath by n'po
illg ill God, 
and by tit..'Cking our peace in the love of hi:, perfections? I f our Itl'art
 arc ut 
the mercy of every worldly interc::.t,'" may Sll
p 'ud our manual lahol:. au the 
c: 'venth day, but we violat
 no Il:--"; the great C't('rnal (,'O\'cnant which hinds our ...oul 
to God."* "The very idl':! of pr:.t)".'r =--uppO
l':i ll'io.;ul"t.., for tit(' part:-, of pra)".'r, " 
1":l.p' a \Hitt'r of the mi(1dI(' a1-.'1''', "art prep:tmtion, r(':u1ing, JI1("(lilation, thank-.;- 
giving, oblation, petition. Prepamtion i.. twofol(l, rl'lllotp and prllxilm!t.
 R.,- 
mote, is the avoiding thp ()f't...'1Sion of cl i:--tr:\C't ion an(1 the entrance of car ..., or rather, 
it i.. the avoiding 
inc: awl a worl(lI)" hahit of thought withont the s:uH'tuar).. Tlu
 
p..o
il1latl' con
i
b ill thl' (,oll:o'i(ll'r:.ttion of the (1i\'ine 'rajl'
t)" in..pirillg rt'Vl'ref1('(' 
amI JoV('."t 
La..t1y, the> love Ii.}r th' (1ivine OffiN':"t wa
 an e\"Ïden I)f thc f\:mple and nohlp 
manner., whieh belong ton COli. . of life inharm()n)" "itlt nature's laws; am], in 
1:1(.t, durin
 the mid(l1e ngt-:o-, the number Wa5 immcns<' of tllO"-C mell of (It...;ire who 
H"('I11("(l to (.
 l)('riC'net', at the hottolll of th(.i r lwal't..;, a r:ti III i Il
 and a mortal (1i
!ru..t, 
whi('h nothing couM rclic\"c but the m
.:--tl'J"il':) ami ('(.rt'lllo11it.:, of faith 
iatl"d 
with the :-pl_'(..tade, and 1lll'.litatioll ofllaturc. In th' p,'imiti\'c ('hnrch, Ill
 u.:,ed 
to Lc saiJ. before day, in ord('r to a\'oid the violellcc of the Pag-J.IlS; amI ('\"('n 
wh(,11 t!Jpre wus no (bngl'r of int('rruption, WC' filHI the 11(1)' I:lt!1l'r... ill\"itill
 flU-It 
to ha..t! 1\ to the dl1lr('h at the fir:,t light.! Similarly, in the foundation
 of l11a:-
'. 
made hy (Icnmt lay pC'r
,ons (Iurilw the milhl1e :W(''', it is eOll1l11on to find the 
chartcN 
pl'('ifyillg that they arc to be baid ut brl.a},,: of (lay.
 I)hilipI' _\ugUto;- 
tu", in li.Hln(1in
 a dail
' ma...'i for the 
onl of hi. fiuhC'r, Lou' V'll. t-pt'Cifits that 
it :--hall be 1"3id ror])' in the morning. "..ingnlj
 <liebus manl':" a(ltlillg-, "in order 
that uo ()('('upation.; uf th(" hal"\"('..t timc Illar interfere with the a
:--i
tanb." \
in- 
('ellt de Feore, of a nohle al1l1 alu.ient f:.unily at Lilla.., fOl1llll('(1 a ma.";i cvery Sun- 
day, to he !-3id in the ('lnm.1i there uft
r the f.t':C01ll1 toll of the hell for Illatill
, for 
the ('onv('niel}ce of t....l\"dl('r.,.11 A t four o'clock Ill
 u..: il to he Faid in the dlllr- 
e1ll'" ofLorulon. '" e 1"('3(1 that 'f:u1an1l' de (,halltal, in the r('gl
latioll of her lol"t.1'8 
castle of nourbilly, prnvi(I('\1 that the ma.... of fOl1lulation in their dlapd should 
he !'aid at such an carly hour c\'('ry morning that th · lahorC'rs, as wl'1I ßo) the bef- 
\"allts of the hou.....hold, might u..sist 11t it hefc))'c going to tJ1l'ir ",ol'b.. It \\a' at 
!-ix o'dock, at ma
" on 
t. Ign.ltins (lay, that, fi}r the fil.:,t time, I :--aw the ilIu
- 
t..iOI1
 author of the )[artyrs and the n(,lliu
 ofChri..;tianity. Pa..qllier n1l'ntion.. 
in pmise of the 6r:-;t pre...;ident 1> . Thou, that wh('rt':!"; hi:, predl'(V". N 11.. "(1 to l'u:-t- 
pone pr:.tyer:-; till the m
at ten o'(,}()('k, he, on the ('ontrar
", u:-'l"\l alway
 to I)('ar 
ma'-s the fir:-;t thing on arriving at the IMbl.'e of jll..ti('e, \\ h('re he wa
 the fir:-,t to 


· De Reformat. IIomlnis ('xlt"r. ('ap. L.t 
t Hheinwa].l Die Kirchliche .\n'hæologic, 1'4';. 

 Lebcuf IIist. du Diocu.e de Paris, YII. 36. 


t I Il..t rIIctin 'Xo\'itioTUIIl. Pllr
 III. c. 2. 
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arrive anù the la-t to leave. * Tlie very title of the altare pigrornm, 8m.h a... that 
in the eatlK'(lral of Paris where tna:-;s u::;C(l to be 
id on 
ul)(lays at 80 late au hour 
as eleven, t is a sufficient illc.I icatÍoll of what was the general practice of the middle 
agb : and when to provide against unavoidable delays, there was gralltec.l a priv- 
ilege to have mas
 
aill after theuU'riJian, the complaints of alm:,1' wpre all grou1Hl- 
(.d Ull the &true just view:; rp:'Pl.cting the ùÍ\'if..ion of time. "It is impo

ible," 
f\:.l)"S Sotu!-:, "that s11<.'h a regulation shoulc.lnot merit blame, which scr\'cs the pur- 
1'"",e of those who convert the night into day, 
pending it over cups and dice, and 
l'iimilarly, the day into uight, ('on:-ilJming it in 
]e('p."t 
Christianity had renewed the face of the earth al)(l had reconciled men to nature. 
The Sybarites of olll, woulc.lnot allow a cock to be in their city, lesL it 
houlll 
di:,turb their matutinal slumbers; but when SyLaris became an epi
copal see, the 
fiYlllhol of vigilance ru:::!e oyer' their highest towers, and there was no retreat with- 
in its walls so thickly screened as not to he a('ees:3ible to the solemn echoes of the 
matin bell. 
Tlu-- laity, in the middle age
, would have wondered to hear of him de
cribed in 
Athenæus, who for twenty years had never seen the sun rise or set; not because, 
like IIestineas, Ill' had been lcaning oyer hi:') hook
, but through his luxury. \Ye 
have no 
lIch portrait,;; in chh'alrous history or fahle. 
The twilight hour, awl that beauteou..; vi
ion of the setting sun, when its goId- 
('n radiance illuminates the emhrowned foliage, an (1 fir('..; the mountain':; we
tern 

ide, were lll'ce

arily familiar to men whoso loved the e\yening mellXly of the choir: 
anù if the poet of the middle ages doe" not show his hero like 'Tirgil's ...Ellf'a
, 
whell night aud !-:leep leave him, ri:,ing up, and under the ro
y light of the J.

tern 

l.:)', repairing to the margin of rhoers to invoke the nymph:" alllI pour water f("Om 
his inverted palm:" in honor of the naia,1:.;, he conducts him at tllP fir
t dawn 
through laureI
groves, and rucks fl"a!!rant with flowers, to the hermit's chapel, 
where ðleeps the 
ymbolic wave of f-piritnal}mrification.-Gyron Ie Courtois and 
hi:o; companion riding through a fore
t, stop fOI' the night at a hermitage. Xext 
morning, at the homo of joyous prime, Gyron wa:; a..;ll'ep a:-: if he h
Hl not slept 
a]) the night, so his companion awoke him; and when Gyron o:>ened his e)'
, 
:n1l1 :--aw that the 
un \\"a:-: aJr'ea,ly risen, he felt shame anll said, "Sire, non:,; avon..; 
trop (lm'my." Then tllPY mounted and rode away.
 The rule in Du Guesc1in'..; 
time wa..; to ri:,e and 
up at 
ix, tQ dine and r('tire to r
t at ten; and the old ver:,' 

Hlt1l'(l a proll1i
e of life bl'in
 exteIHlc.'(1 to tl'n time.. ten, a" the con
cquence of 
it:o; 01l;';'(l1"\'anc('. TIll1.... the rnlUeydi(]a>an expre..;sion, 7CEpl 7Cpwrov ü7CvoJl-the 
hour of fir4 
leep-might have bepn thpn u..;ed in it... original :--en"('. 
"'hat lov('ly in:-pimtion..; c.lo the poct:-: amI painter
 of the middle ag('..; df,,'ive 
from their fluuiliarity \\ ith the morning! Enter thi.; pavilion on the terracP T 


· Lettrt's de Pasquier, Lih. YII. 10. t .\ntiquitië... de Paris p.lr DII Breu], Liv. L 
* Cited by TIeucdict XIV. Dc ::3aclificio )[i,.,æ, 
l'ct. II. :>4. 
 F. XXVI. 
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which limits the garden (If tIlt' no
pigIi()
i Pa1.u'(' at Horn,'. TIlt' fmgrant air i.. 
cooled h)" a fountain which pb,'s amitl..t tlac orange.' tn....
. ndaoM tlU' c.-t.ilillg, 
on \\ hid) i:i pai ntec.1 that 
loriol1
 .. \urora of Gnitlo ! ".h:1t golllcJl moruiugs thi
 
great ma:-.tcr IUU::;t ha\"c enjo
"('(I1x'fore h' rouhlllavc forml'(l 
l1ch a ('onrt'pt ion of 
that jo)"on..: nnt} r....plcnòcllt ri:-illg of thl' C'hariot of the !--nn O\'cr the Cl"'.1gg)' muuJl- 
tain:- awl thc th'(.p hlut" 
L.t! The.' 1Il00It'rn
 :m' in hP'l'lwral of 
\t1c1i...m':o. ,.pinion, in 
prt.ft'rrillg mt'n (If tlU' ruil1tl1c hour... (If tIll' tla,", whom 11t' l
illi tIll' wortlai('r part 
ot mankiml-llH'n in wlao.. ,'oullh'na.4J"
 you 
t ,that they :U'C at )1011)(', :wd in 
tl'lid po
 . '..ion of the pn"
l'nt iU:o.14mt :1'; it }J:' . j but in tIlt' ",,'holå,:)tic romantic 
:a
('.., men of Ò 'c;;iru
, IUl'n of {11r1y hour..., wcrt.! r:&tl1('r c.1,'('mt...1 t....t irnahh,. Lf'arn- 
ill!!, amI rt'liJ!ion hnth ('bim,'(l tlwrn :as mOl'(' (...))t'(.ially tlu'ir oWl). Tho-l who Wt'rl' 
:-tl1<liou
 citllt'r of piety or of learning, yit'ltlt'tl prumptob,'C.li{'nc"t.! to thc ill\"it=ation 
of Divint' "ï
lom, { 
Ialle :-Ul',r
unn.. :ul vinl':
 ! y'j(lt-41l1111'o, Jo.i nornit \ ilH'a, :-.i 
flol'{'s fMlt"tus p.lrturiulltj ...i flonlt'I'unt mala Pllnil
i! ,,* aUtl \"('rifif'C.I tht' fide.'1ity 
of it::, promi...t', "Qui 111311' vigilant ud mc, invenit'nt nw."t 
[cn who tlid 1I0t 
ri..e with thf' n1Ornil1
 to ..tauly \\91:-(10111, ('OUltlllot havc hopt'cl to JU':.lr a jlulgn1t'llt 
in tlu.ir fa,"or "II( II philo...oph)' :lI)cl rcli,rion h
ul a voi<'t,. ]-:\'l'l1 the po('l uf olcl 
would have rl.'pro\"ctl t hcm- 


--"LL Iii 
POSC"es ante diem Jihnlm ('urn lumine. Iii Don 
Inteo.les ßuÎmmn 
luùiÎ'I et rehu'I honutis. 
I In idia \ d nll1nre vigil Inrqllt.'1t('rl'."
 


Ð{\lr to ml'n of (ll':,ir('
, to 1I)('n ,,1m thir....I('(1 afLl'r ju..tjw W:L
 that hour wlH'H 
tLcy 
in r, ""Jam Incis orto :-illcrl' :" the joyou- prim.. -as pods of tlU' mill(1l(' ugC:i 
call it-that pure matutillallaour \\ hit'h bu('('{'('(I..; the (]arkllt......;, and whiC'h is fol- 
lnwl'(l by ti,e dav-!--wl t to th(\ f'
'l' from hoth rt'g".lnl..:, fnull the :-plt'I1(lor of it
 
li
ht:-;ol1lc 1,(>:u11"', al1tl from the :-till lil1
r(>rin
 m)"!--t('riolls :lir of night. '1'1.(' for- 
lUet' al'e only as )"{.t ,.. 'CII npon the hi.r}H.,..t point..; ; thc Jo.('('UI' 1)t
1ow is 
lill oh
urc. 
Th 're 
lJ1I11l1 thc haloot y fl'<'t of t h ' pious hU ppl il
lIlh, "hn repai r to the duu.dlt..... 
Thf'Y !-t'('tll to havc kllo\\ n hy' in::ltinct that it i..; their )umr: at "hl)"o nl)proach, n.i 
Shakl':-;pe.1re 
a)"sJ 


"r.ho
t!õl, wanc!erin't hcre an.] tlJl'rf', 
Troop borne tl) ehurch.
 nrel..: thLffintocI flpirit
 all. 
That in ern8&-\\ a} saud t\CUK!s tun e huriIL]. 
AlleR'},}" to their worm}" beds nfC gOUt.; 
For flar tesL lb
. shoutd look their sharuf's IlpOO. .. 


Full of religion is thc delight \\ hich coml'S upon the 
ml with the Lalm). breath 
uf hopeful morning! so IwauÌl'Ous (nun thc :o.,)ll'um grey in whirh all thin
s are 
still clad, and from thc cnrions and orient ('olor wlll'rl'with the ri
in
 
nn (.rnl)('l- 
light'S th(\ r:l:-.tcrn part of thc sky. I f we wouM not d"
l'lIl'ratc helm," our 
p(."t.'ie..;, 


* Cantie, \ 11. 12. 


t Prnv. viii. 17. 


t lIor. Epist, I. 2. 
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awl é\'en unbirdly prove, we shouId rise to salute the ùawn. Y cs, there is a sweet 
llelight in feeling one's !'elf alone with ]Jaturc, screened yet from dars garish eye. 
"110 ùoes not love the early morning walk, befOl'e that tribe of saunterers appear, 
men incapable of doing aught, yct ill at case, with naught to do? The hour is 
all too soon for fashion's train.- 


"
\rtistg ar
 her's, who scorn to trace 
Their rules from nature's boundless grace." 


Little joy to them 


"To hefir the lark begin hi;i flight, 
.\.nd singing, startle the dull night 
From his wfitch-tower in t11e skies, 
Tilll11e dappled dawn doth rise." 


But the tend('r sentim('nts uf Catholic piety lo\"c thc morning's prime, when, 
on his war aloft, the sun n
cendeth with those stars that with him rose, when 
love divine first moved tho:-:c it
 fair works; for then, with joyous hope, all t
ing:) 
conspire to fill the soul. * 'Yhen the sun is in the heaven, and the proud day, 
attended with the pleasure.
 of the world, is all too wanton, 
mcl too full of gauds, to 
give it audience, there is something that checks and repels dc\'otional feeling. 
nut when 'We have watched through the darksome canopy of forest paths the 
"fairest of stars, last in the tr-ain of night, if better it belong not to the dawn j" 
when we have observed the earth giving signs of gratulation, and each hill, and 
heard the joyous birds singing in their leafy homes, ana felt the fre:-;h gales and 
gentle airs, which w
ft odors through the woo(l.;,-then it i
 that the choral song 
sounds so truly ravishing, that we forget the reign of the hody-world, of the pro- 
saic world, which is, in fact, during these golden Jl]oment
, at an end: all is spi 4 
rit anlI intelli b ence-all is peace-tIle divine poe::;r of a sanctified and Lli
sful 
existence. 
Thus begins each day; and at noon one looks back to these fir
t hour:; a'j if one 
had walked through Eden, and breathed the air of Paradise. One lament:; that 
it should not be always the dawn, and that Babylon should ever awake torecom- 
menee its wonted re\'el
. It was so sweet to feel one's self exi:-;ting without the p
_ 
enee of anything to distract or interrupt the peaceful tran
ports, the bright visions, 
of the solital'Y soul. Then was removed the contagious spectacle of human \"anity; 
the only glitter was from the golden cro
ses on the domes of tcmplf's, and from the 
lustrous beams which I )Javed U ! )oU the IalwhinO' wave. Then were hushed all 
. 0 0 
the murmurs and discords of self-tormenting wretched men: one heard as it werp 
the grateful SOl)O' of } 'outh the In'mn of nature in I H'imal innoc('nce. How 
o " , 
fl-equently ha" there been a di\"orce between nature and me; a moment.'1ry <<1ivoree ! 
for I never felt that a reconciliation would Ix> difficult. _\.little morning wind, a 


.. Dante, Infer. I. 
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so]itnry wandf>ring, a mf>:ulow or a v. 0(J<1, by c.unri " :mJ lwt\çren II'- all would 
be forgotten. It i::í tllt...c mal1nt'l
, I)('lt)n
ing to tl)(' "'pirit of the Catholio rl'lig- 
iou, which cnab](' ml'1l to rt'p('at, \\ith the eonvic..tion of ('xI)('l"icll(,(>, tho....' ('11- 
('uuruging "ords--" Ht'pldi "'umu
 mane Illi .ricordia tlla : et t..xaltavimu:;, et (]c- 
ledati 
lllllllS omnibus dicbus no
triJ'."* 
So far we have ('oIl
idemI the chur('h uffiCC:3 in general. It J'('main
 {or u..., 
8ft (,I' thc mamwr of the 
dloolo.;, to ('"amine them in df'tail n
 cOllnl'Ct('t1 \\ itlt tll(' 

t'a!;;ons and fi.:o;tivals ufthe {'('t.lt....ia:o;[it.?1 yc.'.ir ; \\ hi('h i... an in\'l':'-tigation fnml whil'h 
no writer l'an he di
pcnst.'(I, who undertakt:'S to f-lipply n hi:,tory of Catholi,' man- 
ners during ages uf faith, or tu phila:wphize rc....IK..'Cting the men of dc:;ir
, ,\ hu ell- 
dure(I thc long, but not UIlI)lcasant thir..t. 


CIL\.PTEU YII. 


. HE origin of the Chri:-.tian fcstivaI:3 can be traced to the Yf'r.r crndlc of 
, m j Dlc Churdl, although th Lxact amI minut... arran
('mcnt of the ('CiC]e- 
.. -I-! :,i:L'-ti('.al Yt.'"lr, :I
 "e now filu) it, wa-.; tll(' grat1ual work of f-UC(,(..,..,ivt.' ngl'
 
; {whidl l'an 11('\"('1. lk' :--aid to be C'omp1ch', inasmut'h a'"' the nUlllberofthe 
! l
'" .'mincnt saint'i uf <';0(1, who ure the ol
l'd
 of c.'OlUmt'l11oration, willllot 
· be l.."OU1plctc until the cnd uf this btc mi1it:mt on earth. "Thc ù "- 
vOllt ('hri:,tian illtlt't.-'tl," us :-'t. Clcmen
 .\.Ie.xalldriml:O; :-':1)'''; ofthc GnostiC', "oonfilll'i 
his at]omtioll of GO() to llO tlch'rmilu'<l place, or fC!'-ti\'al, or (Ia)" j hut throngh all 
his lift', in cver)" p]:u
, whethel' alone or \\ itlt othef:ol, hc \\or:-1Iip
 him."t Yet 
the C}lIm.h has alwa)s hc1ic\"{'t) that thl' .\po
tl., ill..titl1tcJ the f..tival.., of\\hich 
tlU' my:-tl'ries had pa.";";L.J befurc their ere.:, ; in whiC'h mllnhcr St. Augu...tin pIaC't:oJ 
tho Pa.....ion, Hl':-IlITC.'ctiol1, A...ccn"ion, awl t}u' D ..ænt uf the I I(1)" Gho
t ",ro 
au not incur the ('rimc of tllO
c who oh:- 'f\'cd (lays aliI] m()nth
," :O;:1)'S S1. .Il'romc, 
"h)' observing- tilt' f("'lival... of uur L(1f(1 awl of the dim'rent martYN, 
}('('()rc.}ing 
to the tradition!;; of p.u-ticular l'ollntri. s ; but, }. t a conf!reg-ation of people with- 
out order 
I)()uld cau..c a diminution of f:.1Ïth in Chri:o.t, ('('rtaill c.lays art' ('oIJstitut- 
(.(1 fOl' uur ru:;.<;;('lllhlin
 in l'OlllIllOll. Sot that one (by i
 more worthy, hut that, 
hy the 8pectadt, of a llIu1tituc.1t' 011 nn appointL'tl th)', a 
rl'.Ltc.'I' joy may arise,"! 
}i'OI' a long time })(.fim"> the :wtual t..-tahli
hnH'llt of the f ....tival \\ hiph C'ommcnwrntf'i 
tht' my:-tcrinu:- fiat, tll<' holy fath('
 had ta1J
ht, am} the })ÎC't)" of thl' ('Pop1.. 11:1l1 
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:--ugge
te<1, that tl1<' happy 1110l1Wnt of the incarnation of the ".onl was the 
our('(" 
of all the gracf's of our Redeemer, and the beginning of all the mysteries of our 
redemption. The annunciation was celebrated in the fifth centur)', on the bamc 
day a.. at pre
ent. The !-acramentary of POpl' Gela..;iu'i I I. proves its e
tahli:-h- 
ment at }{on1l' bl.fore tllP )"e:u' 496. In England, frolll thf' introdu('tion of 
Chri:-tianity till the Pontificate of Pius YIIl. it was c.leyoutly (Jb
erYed a<.; a holy- 
day of obligation. 
The first trace (If a<1\,('l1t c..li
covered in history i
 the ordinance of St. Perpet, 
Hi:-:hop of Tour:-:, at the eml of the fifth <''PnttIl.y, in which he enjoins in his 
church a fa...;t of three c.lays each week from the fea
t ofSt. :\Iartin tl) that ofChri...;t- 
l11a;o;, whieh rule became gel1eral in France in the 
eventh c('ntury after it hall been 
prescrib..c.l by the {'iouncil of)[âcon, for the )Ionc.1a
', \Yednc.",{lay, and Friday, 
adding that the offices 
houlc.l be celebrated as in Lent. III the ninth century, 
advent wa,...; of forty tlays in Franæ, as appears from the capitularie!-; of the kings, 
though it wa
 not of absolute precept, since the canonical law only sanctioned what 
W3:-, ob:.;erveJ Ly the piety of the people, who had made it a law to them
('h'es. This 
continued to be observed hy pious persons in the thirteenth C('ntury ; for it is ex- 
l)rc5sly related of St. Louis, that he pas
eJ the forty days before Christmas in 
prayer and fa
ting : but the time of 3<h'ent had then been limited to four week... 
In the time of S1. Bernard, the order of Cluny wa,-; content with requiring a more 
rigid ab
tillence c.luring advent, but without a filSt.* St. Chryso:-:tom, towarùs the 
enc.l of the fou
.th century, 
ays that the nativity of our Lord had been celebrated 
on the twenty-fifth of December in the "\'8t for a long time, by an anciE:'nt tra- 
c.lition;t :mc.1 the Greeks and Ea
terns were the more anxious to conform to the 
('\1:40111 of Home, becau
(' that church lllU:-;t ha\'e known the d3Y, since the act.8 
of the f.1.ffiOU..; capitation of Augustus were carefuIly preserved there. 
The fe
ti \'arof the circumci:;ion became solemn in the 
ixth century. The Council 
of Tours, in 566, ordains, that the chant of litanies should, on the fir
t of .January, 
be oppo:-:,...;p(l to the superstition of the Pagan
, and that tl1(' ma...;s of the circumcision 

hould he celebrated. 
The f
:-:ti\'al of the purification i:-ò generally suppo
ed to date from the time of 
.TI1::-tinian; but Pope Gela:-ius had certainly celcbratec.l it in Rome thirty yearq 
hefore the a('ce..:-:ion of that Emperor. The pro("(.:,sion of thi
 day with light('(l 
taper
, i
 one of the mo
t ancient of tho
e ohserved by the Church. The taper, 
thus solpIImly l,lc.'

('d, as an emblem of the light offaith, was afterwarc.ls carried to 
the hou
 ' of the pcr
on who hore it in the pl"Oce:-::-:ion, that in the e\'ent of his be- 
ing taken uut of the worM in the course of the year, it might 
èrve him for that 
purpo:-:e at lli
 ùeath. 
" Dumu:, <lei pæniteu(lo pra>pam.tur." The in:-;titution of Lent has always heen 
con
idcre<l l,y the holy Fathcr
t as (]erived from apo:-:tolical tradition, though it 
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\,a... not till the mic.ltl1c of the third ("cntury that it \\"ao; I"l-<Plircd hy ala\\". On the 
Ii I.
t 6unùay ùf L,>lIt, a..; of ad V('lIt, the aJH'i('lIt me)llk s of tIll' c.]l':"t'rt, :\I1e 1 the f:lt I}('r
 
of t he Carmel ik ordt'1" in latc.'r t i II)(,
, u"'l'cI to a..:o-t'lllhll' all<l I W.lf':111 
'xllUrt
tt ion 
from thp 
up('riol., artpr whi(.h tllt.y wouM rdirt' illto the :-t'paratl'Cllll'rlllitagc.-;, in 
the dl'pth:" of tlu' wilt]l'rllc
. ,. For;' :-ay tl1(' Fatlll'l:-, "while the :-oIieitlHlc uf 
thi
 Ii fl' i
 cx('rej...,'(! ill ,'arious aetioll"';, al1l1 !-t'vcrilY of cli
iplill(, rcla
l'\l, the he:ut"i 
CW'1l uf tilt' rdi
i()n-; Il1W,t ht,('olll(' t]dìlc.'Ci \, ith the.' (lu...t of the \\orl<1 ; amI th('I"(";)I'e 
thi..; in:"ritntiull of my...ti<' (lays is c.li\"i'H'ly prm'itlc.'(] to rqmir tIll' pm'it)" of f:oul:o-, 
and h) 411'('11 to tllt'lll tht' gatt.-; of l'arac.li
'. I lellt....', 
.) (.arl)" as in thc 
i
th Cl'lI- 
fury, it \\:1'" a 
('I)("ral 'lI
tolll (luring lÁ'llt to make.' a spiritual rdreat."* TI1l1.; the 
author of the Life.' of tIll' 
\."hClt ur
t. :\[ar
' H('(hllH'll:"i:.;, ....ay:--, "nut when, :tc.'eonlillg' 
to tilt' ("u...tOIl1 of IllOlIk..., the man of (;otl, (lurill
 l
'llt u";t'Cl to live.' in his ('('11 
more !-('('luclt'(l aUtllllon' I'-l'arin
ly than u:-u:lI, Lucl"ctius 11:-,'(1 to vi:,.it him." So 
in the I.,if( of 
t. (Emi!i:m \\e n.a,l, "It wa.., the (""
tOIll, e.luring I I'lIt, to he con- 
tent with a !-olitar)' ('(.11, an,luut to 
 'C any une, 11111,. .. !-ümc per:-un familiar, who 
11 'cd to hring thc nC'{'('oo:-.IIT foo()." \\r e r(':l(l of :"t. Fram'i:oo 
Iwlltling L('nt in all 
J:o-Iaml in thl' Lake ofTra
illll'IH'. ""t. '--t'nodt 11...(.(1 to hI' 
('('lm1c.'(1 frolll th{' {(...rival 
of
t. )fartin tu th,. hil.th of ('hri:o-t, alltl dllring thp \\hole ofL,'nt. St. l\lareulf, 
ahLot of Xantp..., ""'l'tll'\"(,I"Y Yl'ar to "f'tin' illto a cl.rtaill i:,lanc.1, \\ laer(l lit' remained 
:,e..dmlt"l (luring I ('nt. Bi
l}(Ip" u:'t'(l to mak(' th .... . retreat.... 
am:"on antI Palhuliu-; 
arf' l'x:lInpll
. The httl'r u...,,,l durin
 the llOIJ' :OOla'-On of ["l'lIt, to retire into:1I1 
i:o-l:lIl1l oftlae :-,'.1 f
ll.ti/(' 
ak{' ofpl":l)"l'r, aJUl to relllrn to his })('op1t', "ho\\ere(''\.- 
p('(.ting him in th(' dlUr('h un :\IaUlIIl:t
' Thur-c.1ay j and 
t. n!"f'g-or.r of Tours re- 
)ah's of tIlt' pl'date Be'f('undu.., that hl' 11...;('.1 to sl"'I)() Lcnt ill divine cont('mplatiCiIl 
ill a 1'1.(.t"ct rC'mule I)la,
. D..(le s.t
':-- of Eadl)('rt, Hi:o-llOp of Lindi...f:lrn, that III' 
u...;('(1 oftt'n to rt'main !-oiitary, in a phH't' n'moll' from tIlt' ('hm'('II, \\ lIe("(', on all :-oitl( .., 
the roaring ,\av('.., of tIlt' !-t'a. ('1J('olUp:\:"":-I'(l him j (;,r he u..,'(l to pa.... L('nt in great 
penitenl"e and pmyet. alii 1 wc'('pill!!. The rull's of Chro(Io!!an
, Bi:-hop of 'ldZ, pre- 

f'ril
l to the ('anon.., that during T f'l1t tIlf'Y !-huulc.l nevpr Jc':t\"C th(' c1oi4t'I', P:\'- 
('('pt hy JU'('(':,:o-ity. 
t. .John of Bc.\"e.'rly, wlwn a hi...hop, 11"';1'1.1 during lÁ'nt to r<,tire 
"ith :-ome few religion..; IlWIl to ,1,'\"ot(, him...(.lf to pra)"t'l" ami r":Hlillg, in a "t'Crt't 

P()t in a gl'm'e, whieh was 
f'par:&tt'c.1 from hi.. ..hur(.h hy the river 1')'111'. 
'flit :0-\' :,o1PUln praeticl''i "ere !lo Ip ..; in u..." "ith the laity, <luring the early :(1)(1 
middle ag('
. It \\ a...: to the p('ople at largf' that :'t. 
\mhro;o:.' :ul.1rp

,'Cl the:-e wor,ls 
at the hl'
illnillg of Ll'lIt:-" Li\"ill
 ill eiti(.... I,t onr min,l:-- he in thc ,It'sert, that \\ e 
may he refrc..':,}Il'c1 with tlrc cdc..tiallllanlla."t uOf \\ hat avail is your f
t ofullt," 
a
ks "'t. 
\mbro..e, "if at the 
:Ullt' timc yon ill,lulgf' ill the 111'\:lIrJ' of }lIIntin
? 
It is a vain fa...:t whieh deLi1itatf's tlH' limh.., :IIul c.10l-S not fr('c the 
olll from l)('r- 
,lit ion. Do yon !-'nppo:,p that he' i:I:o-t:oò, who at tIll' fi !":-t t la \\ II cl(l('s not '\\":It('h ill 
the ('hllr('lI, and \'i!'it the holy p1:l("f'" of tb. h!,......e'(l m:u1yr:oò. hut ri
in.r np, g.lflH'.... 
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hi,.; little :'l'rvanf:.;, who were })erhaps hastclIing to the church, arranges his Iwt.., 
allll speeds to the woods and mountailJ
, spends the entire day in hunting, and 
IHlr:;m's the game with sueh ar(lor, as if the fa<.;t was urdained in order tbat he 
might hunt? ,,- e pre:,eribc aL:4incnce to the body, in order that the 
uul may 
refrain from vices; but what room is left to such a man for devotion and prayer? 
Is he not angry or elated according as he succeeds ill the cha:o:e ? Is he not severe 
allll cruel to his 
crvants, furgetting that they are Christians and his brethren 
-men who Il3ve put on Chri:--t, atHl participate<I ill the ::iame sacraml'nts ?"* 
During the middle age:o::, the bity of all ranks devoted this 
ea.<.;on of the year' 
to retirement and prayer. TIllis Jid _\.1fre(l atHl Robel,t, and lUany other king..; of 
EnglamI amI France. "These are da)'s which we ought to observe," ::iays St. TIer- 
narJ, "days full of piety and grace, on which the mi1ll1s even uf wicked mf'n are 
moved to penitem'e: for such is the power of the sacraments admini
tered on 
t he
e da)'
, that they can rend even hearts of 
tone, amI soften iron brea:;f:.;:' t 
];y the statutes of the holy 
\.bbot .Aaalar
l, in the year 822, aillong the &l)"S 011 
which all per:-:ons belonging to the service of the mona..tery of Corby were to be 
exempted frum labor, wa:; the fir
t day of Lent, in onler that they might ha,"e 
time for renewing their eonfes
ions:! and the very title of 
hr()\,etille in En
- 
land indicates that this practice was general among the people. "During L('llt, 
we llllbt meditate day and night," :-3YS St. Cæ:,arius of _\.rle
, "and. fill Ollr hearts 
with the sweetm::,:, of the (livine law. If any one 
hould be so lUnch occupied as 
to be unable to attend to the divine &riptures before his repast, let it nut shame 
him to hear 
OIm\thing read from them while he i,.; at table."9 
S1. TIa!'il, in the fourth ccntury, 
peaks of Lpnt as fi)llows :-"There i..; no churc.-h, 
no continent, 110 city, no nation, no corner of the earth e,'er FO l"l'lllote, in whi('h 
this f..'lst is not proclaimed. _\.rlllie
, trayellers, :,ailor:-:, merchant:-:, though f
u' from 
home, e'"ery \"here lwar the 
olenll1 promulgation and receive it withjuy. Let 
no one pxehHle him:iclf from the number of tho:-e who fast, in which all mell I)f 
every age, ofwhatt'vpr rank and dignity, are compri
ed. 
\.Ilgels draw up the 
list of them that f:.lst. Take care thcn that yom' angcl put down your 1131lle : 
d
ert not the standard of your religion." ,reread in the Saxon chronicle that 
in 640, Erkenbert, I{ing ofI
ellt, who overturned all the itlols in the kin
rc.lOlll, 
the fir!'t of Engli:,h king.;;:, appointctl a fa4 before Ea,.;ter.1I In the time of Claro- 
(logallg, ni:,hop of )[et7, tht're \\:ere threelænt..; regularly ob:o:ern
(l by the faithful 
people, llamel)", before the Pa:o:chal feast, before the llativity of St. John the 
napti!'t, and before Chri:-;tma::;
 at which times the laity wpnt to confc::):)ioll and 
comlllunion, and as the bi
hop adds, "qui plu,.; fccerit, meliu,; f:.lcit."-U- In fact, 
during th(' mid.d.le ages there was more dangl'l' of gi,'illg 
candal hy rCt!uiring tllO 
little than hy imposing too hur(lcnsoll1e an obligation. 
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Pdr:m'h, \\"ho
(' urelin:lry .lipt \\a.. fruit :lIltl herb..:. after tla(' Glrti('th 
.('.\r of hi.. 
:I
el, u:-l'tI tu (;l:-t c.
\.c.'ry Frida)" 011 hn'ael ;lull "alcl". 
t. EelmulIll, 
\rl'l.hi:--hop (If 
('allter'bury, u::w(l to ('at notlaing on FI.jllay hut dry or.'.rd :Hu.! \\alel'; und in tla. 
.'}II'ollidps (If rJJi":lh')", tlu' :--aIHe pral.tic.'t' i
 a...('rihc.'Cl to !'p\"PI'al rC'nO\\ IIL.J. knight.... 
In the t\\"dftlll'l'lItury, the laity of all ranki Jc."(l n.. uh...temiou
 u ]ife.':'... mauy re- 
ligious c.'olwr('gatioll:--. l\'kr th.. '"l'Ill'mhle .Alloot ofCJuIIY, l'ropo:'tCs t}wir .'x:lIl1l'll' 
in this r....!)t'('t ("."11 to the mouki of hi... onl('r. "TJw...(' IIIl'U," ..aith hp, "ah
taill 
from ft,.:oõh rclr the :-.lke of God ('\"('r)' 
aumla)'. The Jlwjorir)" of tile lait
. aL:,bin 
:-.imilarly ('\"l'ry "\'tlll('...lay, ullll ;"oIHl! of tll(,111 ('\"Pll ('\"pry 
rl)l1tJa
"; wher"as thr 
rJlonl,
 of Cluny, in mall)" I'I:u'('"" oo..C'n.("(l only tIll' ah...tillc.'IlI"e of FI'illay :.
 So 
:-trictly \\ a.. I ('ut ul):)I'r\"('l1 in (.al'ly tiUll...., that \\"C' fillli 't. \mlm...,. :'ktyillg, that 
if we 
llOulcl omit :lh:-.tiIlCUce 1(11' :1 ..ill
le da
', \\C f-laoulel Villlat," the ciltire Lent.t 
During thc micldll! ngl:>;, we Ie.rro how ri
it1),\' it wa
 nh"l'I'\'l"), from \\ hat "'t. 
nl'l'nar,l t-ays, "I h....('("('" 
'ou, .1l'arIy h(.lon,,) f(.("t.in' with all .11','otion thi... I
'nh'n 
f:t..t, which Hot ou]y thc ah...tiIH'ne-e ('IIIUIHl'IHI, hut much mol'C the 1':1<'I":1I11C.'ut. 
I [II\V .'an that be Lmrd('n:,oIHf' to U' \\ hil'h the univl'l'..a1 CllUrch Lt'ar:oi nlon
 with 
II':>> IIithpl.to we \1... ocl to fi...t on),'" till nnnr... ; rum, likc our. .h'I'i aIlI"iug!i nnc.l 
priuc..', dprJrY and people', nohl('.. owl p]pLt.iau.., I.i..h :1IIel poor, nil tO
l'thl'r fit
t un- 
lil \"(....pc.T:--. I do not u...l" what monk, hut what C'hri..tian wi11 not ol.:-l'n"l
 tltis r:r
t 
d
\'olltly ?"t TiJJ the twelrdl .'..ntllry, th ' fa:-t lIf 1,1('ut wa'i nC\"l'r Lrok('n Ix.f()r' 
thc c\"l'nin
, tlJ(m
h at othl'r tinU'., it \\"a.; u
ual to tak.' tll(' meal afler nOlll':-. Xot 
(',.('n water ('oulel be dranl
 (,xN'pting at th.' :-"lmc tirn. of the )"f'pa...t. "'hat wa:'l 
:--:1,,(..1 hy fit:-òting wa.; to he g-i\.l'n to thl' poor. \h..tiul'llC"(l from nil u..u:tl plf'a!ooll)"('
 
wa.. al
o n'cl'lir('(I, hut ou the 
ulHla
' r .ll'tart' thelc "ai U cerlain wtl'rJlli
..i()n of 
thi:o, an..tc.rity. In th.. baronial, as well n
 in the ('pi:-õCopal hall, there wa... uh,ny
 a 
CaIl.'udar 
u"'I)f'lJ(led, in whid. wa
 mal.kf'tl in grt'ât Icttrr:-, th.' f.'l...ls of Iß'ut, oml 
..\ll\"l'lIt, anel the vigils an(1 .:mlx-r da
'''', with till' ah!"tiuPII('(':-I of oth,'r tirnc':--. In 
the Limou..in it W:li l1'lIal nn .\..h "'.'tll1..
1ay, to pla.'.'I.I"l'r' thp (>himlH'Y a tahh'f, 
('omIH'I-.'t) of a.. many II.lt.'r... a, thc're arc .1a
':- in 1...'lIt, :111(1 c\"..ry eveuillg one 
)l'tt('r u..c..d tll he dla('('( 1. The i u.....ri pt ion wa., h 
[Ol'
 i IH p.'I'at r('
i1m" maximi:-, 
rni IIi III i.., tll'niquc ollmiìlll:--." Tim..; :It Ea..ter, tIll' \\ hole was (.ffiu'('ll. 
Iout(,il givl':o. a 
.'uriou, tlo.'IIIIIt'nl whidl pro,'.'" that 1I1(".r
r(' .1iulll'l"s in th.. mi.ltlle age'" ",..r . )"l'ally 
I-uch, The a('('onnt-hoo1,;. of )fa..tl'r ,TaIlU''; I
'rllarel, of the ('
IWU..t':i of thc hoh') 
oftlu" I"ill
, in thc )"l'ar l,):
I), IIWllli(III:oi ha\'ilw pail) \\ïlliaill tIu 
Il)n
:-:l)", tile 
king's ('utler, fin' two knife ,(.':1 . 0.;, l'
lch holc.Iin
 fo-ix knin..., all pointl..), to 
cr\"(' 
at tabll' 011 IBf'a'rrt> .la,'" }(ilw CharJc', Y'. awl Charlp... Y II I. ha,ll(':",,, to take 

. ð 
milk nUll c.bc..cS(! in Ll'lIt, on till' grolllHl of tJH'ir hall hmlth, hut tl) makc ameutl:i 
the)" w('re to Iwrfm'm :--OIllC piou.. \\ ork.... TIH' Xl'ropha.rie, 01' fi)O(l') cOIl,i"ting of 
(lry fruirs IIl1cl.lokell, whirl. i..; lion r(':-ervl-..l for the la...t \\'l'PI.:, was of ('om11101l 
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ll:,agt', ami is thc most ancicnt of all m()(lf'-; of fil'iting ; but it wa;; ncvcI' prc:--eribetl 
tll the '" ('..tel'l1 Chur('h, t.xceptillg on Goud Friclay and IIoly Satm'òay. The 
('u:-tum of marking hread with acros;:, un certain days hi of great antiquity. St. 
Gregory the Great :-:a)":-:, that it was the custom to ::jign the penitential bread with 
a ero:">:,,, 
u that it might be cIi\'iclecl into fom'l'qnal part-; j,x, and in the timc of bt. 
TIenedict, the brea(I of finu' Pi mllll.; bl'il1g tllll:j :-ïigned, wa:-; (livicle(I among tuur 
monk:-:.t )fachian
I cloe:ì not e:;teelll it heneath the dignity of hi:; great 11l!'tOl'Y 
to relate, that when the Duke of :\filall came to Florence with all his cuurt, they 
gave an example of scandal that ha(1 neveL' before been seen, for it bping the :-,ea,,:oll 
of Lent, without any re
pect fi)l" G()(I 01' f.n' the Church, none of the COUL't oh..ervea 
ll1aigl'e, and all fearlc:ì:-:ly alllu..:eci theJll
l'l n
:; at pnblic 
pectade:-:.t By decrees 
of ,\"alentinian, ,.. alen
, and Gratian, cl'iminal trials were su:-:pencll'd (luring the 
whole of Lent.
 The celebra.tioll of Palm Sunday is \'ery ancient, amI trapt..J 
from Palestine, whence it ..;premI through the E:.bt, till in the sixth century it was 
c:-itablished in the 'Vest. In the fifth, the monks amI solitarif's who had retiL'ell 
into the depths of the (le;o:ert, afteL' the Epiphany, for who:-,e sake the d('aeon u..ed 
to anl10unce after the Go:-:pel on that day at what precise timp the Churph of God 
woulc1 celebrate Ea:-:ter, which custom 
till prevails, used always to return to their 
monastery to celebrate Palm Sunday, a fe.,ti\'al which the Church h
tily COD- 
duell's to rehu'n to the passion. The S
lturJay preceding was called, "
abhaturu 
\"aean..;' hee3u:-:e the Pupe wa:.; then occupied in giving aIm., to the poor ofC!tri:-:t, 
111111 in cl'lebrating the "
[alHlatum," 3wl, therefore, the da)' had no prol>cr 
o ffi ("(' ,II 
'rhy the modprns 
houlcl 
peak of former agf'S in term;:, of 
lIdl (Ii..:dainful pity 
on ac('ount of the importallC'e which was attachl'ù to the unin'r:,al c(.Ic.hratioIl of 
Ea:,t<
l' at 3 determined period, it wouM be har,l to gUl':-::"', if we were 1I0t aecu!,- 
tumed to 
l'e proof., of their hatr('(1 fur unanimity and m'cler uncler every cireum- 
!'tance amI in all conceivable relation!". :::"1. 
\mbro:",c, writing upon the right time of 
Easter 
'lp', "Let ll..; not fear to incur the reproal'h of the apo4le, as if we were ob- 
:-;erver:-; of]nnar tillle
. FOl' it i
 one thin
 to ol,
er\.e, like Gentile..;, at what a
e of 
the moon an)' work ol1
ht to he begun, that the fifth 
houlcI be :-:hun1l('(1. and that 
yariou., day:-;, particularly thl' lattpr, ong.ht to be notpcl a:'" unfavorablej-'; anel it is an- 
other thing to ha,'e regartI with a devout mincl to that tIay of which we read, 'Ilic est 
tIi(':-ï qllPm ft'cit c.1omillLb.' Thi:-: time we oU1;htp:",p('('ially to know, in which thron
h- 
out the whole world, the prayC' I. of that :-;:u'red ni
ht i:-ï offi'l'ctl up t
) Gocl. "** IIippo- 
l)'tn..:,3 hi,,!top in the tinll' of tile Emperor \ll'x:1I111t'1', i:ì 
:li(I to h
l\.e heen the fir:-:t to 
write a pa<;;ehal cycle, whic-h W3:-; l1fterwar,l:; impl'()\'c,1 h)' Prosper of _\quitaine 
and St. Cyrill, of _\.lex:lmlria. tt Philosophers :;till gaze with astoni
hment at the 
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complicated maehiru.r)' of the V:L..:t dO<'k., of tlu. mill,ll(' a lr (...: whieh are fimn(l in 
cathedrals and abhe)" churchc:", :IS that of 
I ra...buurg, in which arc dc...cribc41 
a:;tronomical laws t"OlIIu_'Ctt'(l with the c(,dc....ia.....til':ll cour:"l' h). the mo\'eIDent of a 
whpel which l1Ial{('
 iH rc,'olution in a y(',u', .m.} tlu' gnl<lpu numher. the ùomin- 
ie:lJ Ipttt'r, th(' movahle í
'a..t., aU11 thp hi......t.xtil" )"l'.lr, h)' 11)1':111.. of auothC'r, whi('h 
only revolvcs olle' in a ("('ntm')'. Thl' .\"l'('u..ion, onf' uf the (.UII. Illo..t aneil'llt 

.stivah of the Churdl, ha.":i ah\:I'" bt..-'t!n rt1;31'(lplI a... ufapo:"tuli(' ill...titutioi1. 
(. 
Au!!u!-tin 
I
'
, that it was l.,'(.lehratC\1 tijrou
hout the whole \\ orh1. Thou
h wit h 
l\xtrnonlin:lry pomp oh...ervl'd on the :\[Olillt of Olin':" it
 :--nll'mn edt.hratioll wa.. 
uuiver:,al in the mi.ldle ,1g'1..... \r t.' tìml::)t. {;reJor.r \. I I. takillg oIl' tlu' intcr- 
did which the mon:l
kry of )Iontc Casillo hall illl'III'.'ClI, alii I :òtatin cr hi.. lUotivc to 
he I(..,t slU'h a rt'li
ioll'" plaec 'hould be tl('pri\'l'tl of th.. "'lcr'c.1 of1ì,'(...: on the ap- 
p!'oa('hin
 ...olemnit
. of the \.....'(!II..iou, whie-h i., "Plwrahle, :ulcl.. t!.e pOlltifr, throug-h- 
ont tIll' whole wod(I. * The fi....tival of Pt.ntf'('o:"t \\<L." tilt' fi,urth of tlJ('..e 
I"t'at 
:--oll'nm it it's \\ h j(.h corn pletl'( I tlu' ('om mem()J":lt ion of the dlil'f C\,('II t... cOllnt'C{("(1 \\ it h 
the rny..terics of human relll'mption; f()r th' f(...tiyal uf the Tr;nit)., whil'h wa:i 
not l':,tahli:"hC'l at 1:0111(" nor in Frnlw" till the fourtt'enth or fIfteenth Cf'ntury, wa:i 
not prl'(>i..dy inchuled llIlller that hl>:U1. t 
In thl' in..titlltion of the fl':>otiva1 of f'orpn:-- Chri:"ti tht' Chnrl'h ('
plain
 IH-r 
own ,'icws in tll(' 1<'.....011 which is rt':ul dnrin
 th . Ot.t:lYC fl'om the :--..rlllOli of "';t. 
Thoma., of .A(t'lin. \\ hie-h :--ay:.:, ell t i. :wn't'ahle to the dcyotion of the faithful, 
!oòoll'n1llly to cel(.hratt. the Ì11...titution of toor, 
alubry :trld mlll1irahJc a :-3.('mnwnt, 
th:lt we may Yl"lH'ratl' in the yi...ihll' 
a('ralllt'nt the irll'ffilhlc IIIOtI(' of the di,'ille 
prt'st'nt'(', aUlI that tilt' powl'r' of (;tMI may 1)(' prai,"l'll, whi('h (ll)(.r:It..... :,,() m:my 
\\"oll(lrou..; work:" in the ...ame ..acranH'lIl; a.. al..o that for f'o t-alutary and ..u 
!'wPpt a bt'lwfit thank... a., 1110..t due ma
 be oUl'rcll tu God:' Xext in s"ll'mnity 
foH()\\(.(} tho:"c annin.r..arit.... of our bl "'L.J Laùy, which ha(1 not hCf'n ()fll('l'
:":,,ity 
('nmpri..('(1 in the t
'rn1t'r. The fl"
tjval of till' \..:"umption i... ('Il'arl)' t}istingni:"hN} 
in tilt' :"i
tll ct'ntury, :11111 that of the Xatiyit)' \\as from l'arly timt.... onc of the 
three hirtlulays whieh thl' ('IlIIr(.h Ct.lehrat('(I, for to tilt' prt'Cur:-.Or had },('('n l'X- 
tendt'(1 that hODm' which hc sl1ared \\ ith lJ('r and our divill
 Lore1. 
t. _\ ng'lI:--tin 

ays, that the faithful h:ul re('CivCll h
' tr:.ulitiou f!"Om tIle alwi('ut.. tlu' ol"",'rV:III"l' 
ofthp nativity (lf
t. .John tilt' Ibpti:"t, amI, in.II'('(I, the Coulwil of Agdc. in 
06, 
r('('korls it the fir:--t fe
ti\"al aft('r tho-.(.' of the ehit'f m
.::teri('s of onf 1"('l1t'lllptioll: 
hnt that of 
t. p(.tpr and St..Paul may he ("oll:"itlt'.'('ll a":i of th(' hi
h(':"t anti(Plit)' 
3ml 
olpmllity. 1.ntil a latr ('1'Kwh the birth of bt. .John the n:ll ti:--t amI the fi.
ti- 
\"al:o. of the A po...t ll':" w('re holi,l:ay!': of ohl igation thl"()n
llOnt Chl'i:>ot('l)(lom. The in- 
\"0<'3tion of tIt(' :-,aint:" :.1:-. a 1})(':III;o; hy whieh th(" n3mt'
 of all thosp wh.) h:we 1)(,{,11 .'('- 
('l'mmpnde(1 to th('il' pm)"ers may be re('onl('.1 ill tlU' hook ofhl(.
,('(1 1)1"NIl'
til1atioJ)) 
i... a dt',"otion ('('(','al with C'hri:>oti:mit.,., and that the armi,'('r-ari('!' oftb.ir mar.tyr- 
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CiDS were observed in thc first ages is an incontrovertible fact of history. To 
primiti\'e tilm's may bc tracc(] the cau
c and form of canonization. There wcre 
two oppu:;itc here:-,ie:; rc:-,pecting martyrdom: that of the Gllo4ics amI ,.... alentin- 
ians, who pronounced it to be u:"ele:;:; alHI injurious to God, amI that of the 
[ar- 
ciunitcs who exp"::,ed them:-,c1ve:; to it, through hatred of 1I1e flc:-,h, thc creation 01' 
which theya...cribcd to the bad principle. Therefore, when any one 
utfcred dea.th 
for being a Chri:-:tian, an f'xamination \yas in
tituted to a"certain whether he had 
entertained sw,h error:-:, or were truly a martyr, and thi-; is the origin of ('3.noni- 
zation.* St. ClenlC'nt ha(l t':-,tahli::,hp(l sc\'ell notaries in different quarter:-i of Home, 
who were to write down the acts of the Jllartyr:-i on their trials befi))'c the tribullal:-:. 
,,- e see that from the fimrth century, the acL:; of martyrs in distant region:--, used to 
be tran:-,miUe(1 to the Roman Pontiff. "et moris erat," i:-i thc expr( .....ion when a 
tran:-illJi:-:,.;ioJl ofthi;:; kind is recorded to have beeu made from Trent, under the COIl- 
suL.ltip uf Stilico. 
The Fathers of the Council of Clove:-:hoe, in 7 -! 7, decreed, that through thc 
com:-:e of the whole year, the nativitie-; of the :saints :;hould be celcbrated with 
appr'''priate psalmody on the ðallle day a:; i:-- pre:,cribed in the martyrology of the 
Homan Church. Cprtainly in rejecting tÌle authority of the Gregorian Calendar, 
it W
lS hard to believe 1hat the nations whieh emhraced the new opinion, were ac- 
tuate(] by a siueere (lc;:;ire of exerci..ing' greater eaution in matters of religion, when 
we lilHl them res 01 ved to aeeppt men as 
aints and martyrs on the 
trength of quaint 
emblcms and devices, begged, a
 ::\Iilton sai(l, frum the old pageantry of some 
twelfth-night's entertainn}f-'nt at 'Yhitehall. 
Iahillon !-ohows the great caution 
which wa
 always exerei:-:('(! by the Roman Pontiff, with respect to the eanonizillg of 
saint:-i, ana e\"en the zeal of ('Ol1Hcils in rcpre,.;:,ing the devotion of the pcople where 
there were not sufficient gJOUlltl:s to ju,.;tify it.t The celebration of their anni\'er- 
sarics over their 
hrine-; is repeatedly mentioned in the olde::::t authur:,. t5peakillg 
uf the relics of Rt. Stpphen, St. Allgll:-:tin :-:ay
, ".A little a!'he:-i collccts :"uch a mul- 
titude. Consilkr, Lelovf'tl, what God reserve::; for u
 in the land of the li\'ing, 
when hp attaches such benefit:o; to the du
t of the dcad. '1 It is an hi
torical fact, 
that thc maxim universal with the fen"cnt Chri:-tians ofage:; when )))
n prayeù for 
the dead invoked the 
aints and celcbrated tlwir anniversaries, was this, "nihil 
ni,.;i quod traditum e5t." This one f.."lct is sufficient to :-,ho\\' the impo:,
ibilit.r of ::,uch 
do('u'ine-; ha\-ing fir
t sprang up .in thc f:c('oml century, as the modern innovater::; 
affirrm.d. In tIle 
('cond act of the Council of Chalcedon, thc Fathers cried out, 
c'Flaviall lin
-; aftcr dcath, 'martyr pro lJuhi.. orct.' " Therefore, at the time of 
the Council of Chalcedon, the cu
tom of invoking- the saints prp\-ailed ; and what 
then hpcomes of the Protp,..;fant re:.;olutiun to subscribe to the fir:-:t four CounciL" 
those of 
lce, Constantinoplc, Ephe:-,u:-:, and Chalcedon ? ,,
\.t that tablc of the 
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Lor(I," "':I
.:o' 
t. _\II;;.th(ill, "w(' (II) lIot ('olUlUl'moratf' the' lU:u.tyr
 in till' ":\lnl'lI
a. . 
n
r a-; otl.
I'" \\ 110 n....t in p{'
('c, that \H' 
huuhl pray tor thcm, Lut mth
r that 
till'.\" bllOuld pmy fOl. u... thut \\C In3-) follm\. thcir tòot..tl.p...."* 
t. Augu:-tinc r". 
fUlcs the e:llurnni(:S uf the )!ullidlæ.m.., \\ ho :H"l'u"'l"(l till' t .atholit...... of 
uloring dt'ml 
IIU'II. t The fi'a
t of \11 ,"'ainh ill...titutl'(] p:lrt1y to wake arnl'.H).. f
lr Ill(' IInuvoid- 
ahlt' ollli...:-iull 01' lIIall
' ill till' c"(u!r:,e of Ill(' 
'l'ar, it being impt....:-ible to l....lt.bratl' a 
fl':-tinll 
IIt't.ialJy to (,:It.h of !'ol1ch a mllltirml(., t, \\3.i btahli...Il('c.l in the rcign of 
Loui
-ll'-I>t.hullnaif(\, Pope (;ni!ory V'. Ix'iug in Fram'(' in tlu> year 833, am] 
c'\.ll()rti,,
 him tl) (lnlt'r it., t'plt'hratillll througllOnt his 
tall"". A 1I-lmllo\\ -title 
c'olllpri..;('" thn.t' !-l1c'('( :-ivt' (lay..., cJ("'(ltt...l to gl"t':lt 1U)"
tt'ri(...., tilt' vigi] (If \ ll-H-lints 
wh idl i.. :L :-oll'lI1 nil y of ami(.t iou, t hc rt'
li \"al it..d f, \\!: ie-h i a llay of jll) , uml tl. · 
(lay of ..\11 
olll:-, \\ hic.1t j.. a day of pr:lYt'r.
 Th 'l"e \\pre other '-l.'a......ol... of tlcvution 
whi('ll :-t't'lUl.d b(.]ongillg mort: u..pt't.ial1y to 3 :-p]lt'I"C of ft'lul('r my:.:tici:-m, .1/('1. n.. 
I hn:.:p ill hOllor of tilt' hoì.'" (.1"(1....., or ('Oll1l1lt'nwrat i II
 lo('al i l1..t:II)('t S or 111('1"(')" \\ h idl 
the Clmrt'h h:ul thlHI
ht prop('" to :ulopt lel(" tIll' gf'llt'r.ll f'tlifi,-:uioll (lfJll'(" l'Ilil(lrcn, 
:-ud.:I:o' the rng-atioll:-', in
titult.(1 in rill' fifth t'('l1tl1l"
. I.y )I:IIlIt'I"{'II", Hi
Ia(lp (If Yi- 
t'1lI1t", :It a timc of gf'1l '1"".11 alnrm, ill (.OIJ....'t!IU.U('(', 
h 
itlol1il1:o1..\ polliuarU'-, Bi..hop of 
C]
l"lIlont, fl.l:m...., of f1:lIIH'" Iml'..ril1
 Ol1t frum till' (.rt ..t
 "f mOllntniu:-o, \\ hil" tile 
\\ a1Js \\('rt' !']mkin
 hy tl't'lIlb]iu(.:' of t]1t' (..1I"th, in \\ hit'h pa
:..aw\, :1:- nl..o ill n M.'r- 
mOil uf 
t. A viru..;, :-omc natural phi1o:-oplH'rlo h:l'of' '-l't.u cvi,Jt'n('f' (If tIll' ('
- 
i..t('m..., :It that time of v()1t....
l1Iic ..'ruptiull:. ill ..\uvcrgnc, of whil.h the tr..tL,,{'o; arc 
 
e\"idt'lit r 
TIlt' l'hur(.h appnintNI thr p.lrt
 of thr 11()1
' 
f'ripttm... ",hi(.h olJ;:ht to he 
J"f':ul :It dw (1ifl(')"f'lIt :-t'aoocIIlS of tilt' 
't'al", :11)(1 th(...t' divinc ]('
..ou:, \\t'rt' pn.;-.t'llh'll tt) 
thl' t
1i th ful :as of t]1t' J!1't.;U(....t i 1111 H)I fa IJ("('. Pop" (;(']:I..iIlS mT311
!'t'(1 tlar unlcr it)r 
th. \\1101(' circle of the year. The nook nfKil1
:-, :11)(1 tho'oo(' of 
o]omou 3ml.Job, 
\\pre 1"l':1(1 aftcr l)cllt(>(
..n..t till 
'pt('mher j :awl t])('n fO])()\\"("tll, :-o"'01:
 frolll Tnhin.. 
.Tu(lith, E...t1ll'r, E-..:!r:l:-O, lIlul the Book., of 
r:u,,'ah("t'!oo '! tll<"lI('(' till tl. . Ilutivit,)" of 
our Lnre1 tl.c Bonks of PrClphd'i \\('1'(, n:ul, in ortl('I' that nlt'11 might he pn'paml 
fi)r tlae t'()mill1! ofChl"i:-t. FI"lIIl1 tilt' Xativiry ti}) ""'pptu:Ig-t':-imn, the Xt.\\" 'I\,...ta- 
Inent \\"3-; r('al], Hntl tilt' Epi..t]e.. uf 
t. l)
m1. From 
t'ptnag('..illla tiH Eastt'r', 
(la
's of 1'('II:mrc :uullam('lItatioll, tIll' hi...t()rit's of :1nl'ipnt ll1i..;
ry \n'I"{' rt'1att...l, fmlll 
whi('h \\P are 1"(...1 ('('lilt '(I h\O tilt' h]oo(1 IIf Chri...t. Ptlrin
 the }>
I
('hal tilU(', the 
np()('alyp:-'C uf the Lll'..
('(1 ,}..hn. :twl t]1t' ('annllil":11 l-:pi...tlf' \\('It' propCl:-('(I, 
that the ('nntcmplation of till' la..t timt mig-ht prepare 11.. ftlr our 
t.m1. The Council of ('artha;::-p HlUt'tiollec.l the r"H(ling of tllc p:t
..i{)11 (If 
the m:lrt
or's ill th(' dlllr('h nn flit' (1a
'
 oftlH'ir aunh"f'l':'.:ln.. Pope \dri:1II 
lll'crcl.'(l, that ::iuch livc:s of the Father:) :l:) \\ere t"oUlI'(I'"l'll hy ul1L"Crtaill .lUlhor
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were 110t tl) be read. The first who ordained in IL1ly thi
 di:4inction of hooki 
from the Old and Xew Testament, \\"a-; 
t. Elucadius, ArchLishop of Rav{'nna, 
who died in the year of our Lord 112. Charlemagne, as 
igebert rela
 in his 
chronicle, caused to be compiled hy Paul, the t!e:\eon, certain les
ns from the 
writing
 of the Catholic filther
, 8uited to each fe
ti,.ity, which were to be read in 
the churches durillg the year. St. ß('llPclict pre:-:crihed that nothing !"hould be read 
hut the le:-,:-:olls of the Old and Xew Te:-:tament, with expo:-:itioll:i from the mOfo;t 
celebratro tloctors and fathers of the church. 
Such then was the course of the ecclesia!'tical vear , . such ,vere its various sÌll(Te . 
. 0 
amI divi
ions; and methinks, before proceeding farther, here is enough to male 
one exclaim, with the philo
opher of ancient nOllie, "Y' erum admirahili:-, compo- 

itio di:,ciplinæ incrediLili:-:que rerum traxit orelo, quc'lll nonne mirari:o; ?"* 'Y' e 
rua)' even remark, that not without a clear insight into the profounde.;;t depth=-- of the 
philOt>ophy of life was it so arranged: fOl' in this circle of the Church's bea::::ons 
was compri:,ed the circle of spiritual progre:-:--the purgati\.e, the ill Ilminati\'e, 
amI the uniti,'e lif..., from the expiations of _\(h"ent, when the ecclesia"tieal y('ar 
commen('t'(l, to the joys of the fe:o;tival of ..\11 ð:.lÏnt:-:, when it end(.(1. The genius 
whieh pre....ided o,Ter the whole arrangemeut of the ecclesia-;tical OI.der, like that 
which con!'tituted the noble..,t artists, a Titian and a Haydn
 chiefly attended to 
the harmony of the whole together, and haa more re!:,rard to the general effect than 
to the detail
. 
'Yllo has 110t remarked what a SWPet poetic charm this divine cou
e imparted 
to the diffl'rent 
eason
 of the few years allottee] to mortals? who ha:, uot Leen 
struck with the affiictingcnntrast which is pl'e:::ente(1. if WI' turn from it to ('C)I1.;;icler 
how tIlt'Y have been characterized in heathen or mOdel"ll time:-:? The Elpans u:-,ed 
always to send feciales, heralds of the 
eaSOIl, to the different states of the P
lo- 
ponlll':-:i:m
. "Tith the ancient
 in general, heralds were always F-tylc(l a race hated 
of men i and a:,!'uredl
", a') far as relates to thi::i particular office, tlwse who 
upply 
their place in modC'rn Fociet
', di:-:charge a 
el"\.ice which ii in no way inc1iæti\'e 
of tender aifl'ctiun for humanity. 
In a country where the Xewmarket or judicial calendar:o. ha\"e super:-;eded the 
Gregorian, it may be truly said that wrC'tcllC'd nwn only l1lea..;ure time like the 
ancient:" hy the 
ael ælends it fOt. as far a.
 rpal 
lac1ne...-; of heart i:, cOllcern
l, there 
is not much difference bC'tw{'C'n the :,pectacle of vanity and the puni
hment of the 
unjust. Significantly u..;ed the Prætor
 of 
icily to (}at(> the 
prill
 from the fir:-t 
fl(m ering of the ro:,e, for the emblem of luxury h:1I1 110 slight u("('ordanee \, ith a 
cruel antI oppre:,:,i,"e 3dmini
tr:ltion. In the mi(1cll(' a
l''':, the :-pring alld autumn 
wpre a:,
o('iatl'cl in the minc]s of tllC' people with the gloriou", fe:-:tÏ\"als of the an- 
nunciation alld of8t. 
Iichad. Thp memory" uf the::-e day:-:, indepd, is still presen"- 
('cI among the nations from which the Catholic faith has been removed j but \\ hat 
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ditlercllt f<..'('lings do thf')" rcYÏ\'e J :11)() of what an oppo:--ite nature from tho...c or 
faith are the cxer 'i
 \\hich thL')' rt:quire! 'fhatcver may have beeu the ctbtom 
æcl>ciatcd with them, in the 
timatioll of our Catholic uncestors, the)' werc day 
not of!)aYIU('nt hut of d('liw'rancc.-not of trt.mbling hdi)rcau cart h 1,)" judgc, hut 
of triumphilw in thc belicf of a cclL"
tial Protector, hringing with thelllnot in:--olv- 
CJ)(')" aud coll:3iglllIWllt to gaols, but" orls of union nnd the offerillg
 of a grateful 
and overflowing heart i and 0 what a difference Letw...n beholding or cnduring 
man's (,pprt':7..,ion, anI) ('Omm('mt)r:ltin
 with hymn" oftr.1n
port, hcavcu's merey ! 
Dehn-eu tIll' inhuman 
l'vcrit,)" of rich tHell to the poor, aud tho tender JUJ
tcril's 
which rNII't'1U a world ! 
Tnlt., nature hclb IlI'r eal('nclar, to ron whirh with cnriou..: 1'òC11 i no unplmsant 
t:.1sk to thv
 \\ ho )o\.c hl'r. There b a (luief. aUlI an cXclu
itc delight ill watch- 
ing fi,r thc swanow :Hul the JJightinb"31
, to UlUlOlIl1('C the rcturu of beautiful da).::; 
am) H'n'ne Jlight
lC ft.)r tlae turtle, UI)(I tIll' ...wallow, alii I the :--tork, know the 
time of tl...ir roming, though I:--r:11'1 klllmcth not the juclglllcnt.. of the Lord;" 
but IUU<;:t it not have Lt.'.Cn more impr
..iv,', more br:ttl'flll to all the 6('ntiulCnL"> of 
humanity, nay more poetiol, to ha,.c t111'ir npprom.h announccd hy the bWl't:t UIlJ 
:-.olelllll h)'mlls (If the lI01r dmrd. ? The t-tormi of rquillox 'm grander and 
lIIort'terrible thing:i ,,111'11 a..:--t.K.'iatt>t) \\ ith tll(' f(....tival of the ard.:.lngel and the 
vigil of the d('
lll. That \, inh'r it..,df JUa)' be IOVl,'(I, ha.-; lx,('11 :--howl1 hy poets 
who !')UIJI! the delight:, of thc lx.-..mtiful 
('a:-oll;* but lIlethinks the "IIO\\S of De- 
('l'mber :UJlI tLc beaut '011:; thmf'rs of t11t
 h('nial humm('r, can impart to the imagi- 
nation a highcr .l:i \n']] as a nlUn' ('
'lui:--it
 tone whcu thc)"' areCù
dcrcJ in cou- 
nc:l."tiol1 with the ('riL 'If ndhldlt'11l and thc ("'C of 
t. .Tohn. 
'nll'l1 -":t. Thcr
a arrivl'cl at 
,l1amar1l'a, it W:L
 ou tlJ(
 vigil of .\11 
aint
, of 
the year 1570. Jlerc I-hc \\as 1<)()g('(1 in tIlt' hou... which hall been procur('(l for 
the lIew ('on\"('nt whil'h she W:Lj abol1t to found, It w:
 IlOW dl':-.erh,d 3Ull in dis- 
order: cluring the night Jx.t\H,'n the fu
tival of .All 
.1in
 and the d:IY of the 
lle:ul, fimlin
 lu-r:--elf nlolll' with ollly one I-ist('r, in the va
t apartments (If thi:i 
IWU:--l', Lut half furlli:--h('(] and impl'rfi'Ct 1)" H'('lIrp<], lying upon :--ome I-tnl\\, \\ hid. 
Wa
 always ll('r first furllitlll't', it i
 b:li(l that t-hc H.l1erl'() mndl from the fear;o, of 
Iler eOllll':illiou. The ill 
nt and mournful !'olllJlI of the Lcll
, am) the I"cmelll- 
brance of the 11lgnLrioll
 fl':--tiv:.ll \\ hieh \\:.15 to follow, g:l\"C to that Ili
ht a Cf'rtain 
wi1ù :t1lc1l'odical charm, \\ hil.h the interval il:--e1t, however l
1\"o..aLle to romantic 
impn.:.:sioll', ('ould 
('a"(,I'I)" have imparh"L 
Charl<'maglle, in g-killg G..rlll:.ln title... to the month... of thc )"('ar, Ilanu..'(l Dl'c('llI- 
Ll'r IIciligelllllolll1, ill refel"('n('c to thc fl'!'ti\"al of Chl"i
twa;, j :Hul \\e find, during 
the middle ag(':,:, that the :-anw 
pirit of l"t'\"l'r('IJ('C with an it:; :L"
ùCiation
, rou- 
nl'('ted with the mystel"Ìl''S of i:lith, ellara('I('ri71',1 tIll' \\"11011" clt'\"t'loplllt'nt of the 
popular mind in its Illiuute
t ùetail. &iIors usc(l to 
l'l'ak of the Cyprian :,tar, 


· Erycit,." PUll;ßDUS de L:mdibus Hit"mho, Virgo Georg. I, 
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alluding to the f(;ast of St. Cyprian, about which time the seas were generally tem- 
pestuous, and for the same reason mariners, in Catholic nations, still speak of thc 
star of St. Simon and St.. Jude, and St. Catherine and of St. Andrew, for these 
days are in a stormy season.* Thc poorest rustic:.; were ac;; familiar with the course 
of the ecclesiastical year as the most learned monk. In little country churches 
of France, I have observed tablets which used to be removed every Sunday, 
stating the saint who was to be commemorated each day of that week, and this 
was conformable to an express prescription; for in the council of Sens in 1460, 
it is enacted that there should be a tablet suspended in the church, stating what 
was to be read or sung each òay during the week, that everyone might be duly 
prepared,t for nearly every day was "distinguished in the beautiful order of 
things." In Spain and Portugal, and Italy, the poor beggars in soliciting alms, 
are always heard to beseech the 
aint of the day to obtain a ble
:;;ing on the pas- 
benger, e:;pecially if it be in the vicinity of a church placed under hi
 invocation. 
The arrival, indeed, of the great anniversaries, was an event of such solemnity 
that it was made to determine the whole course of human affair
, which from the 
eighth century, in the diplomas of Pontiff
 and other acts, were dated according 
to the number of years which had elapsed from the incarnation of our Lord. t 
It wa
 on these occasiond alone that kings wore their crowns. Even "''jlliarn 
the Conqueror conformed to this usage, wearing his crown but thrice ill the year: 
Oil the Easter festivals at "
inche:;ter, on \\
hit Sunday at 'Vestminster, and on 
Chri:-iÌIllas Day at Gloucester. "Th
t a thrilling bcnse docs the mind experience 
at the 3l1110UUccmellt of all
. of the great seal;\ons of the ecclesiastical year, made 011 
the e\'e preceding! fluw many smite their brea
t, how many feel their eye
 dis- 
suh'cd at the recollections which it awakens! ...\ t that moment, too, who is not 
reminded forcibly, that another W:lve uf time's 
tream has wafted hiJ? nearer to 
the great ocean of eternity on which his frail bark will inevitably so soon be driven. 
But faith brings hope when nature would only find infinite mourning. Per
onal 
recollectiuns are therefore dismis
ed, a 1)(1 , at that moment, all nations and tlle 
people of e\'ery clime, all the men on earth who compose the mystical body of 
Christ, are oecupit'd with the Fame thoughts, and prm'iding, as the church say
, 
"th3t appropriate honors shoulll precede the coming solemnities of their redemp- 
tiun." .At Clunv on the announcement of the fe
tival of the :Kativih', it was the 
., , . 
custom to fall prostrate on the groullll, to atlore God for thi:-; llly
tery of grace. 
IIow, let us proceed to ask, we're these fe
ti vals celebrated? In the first })lace, 
they were always preceded by a vigil, which was observed as a fa:;:t, and that on 
two accounts: the une symbolical, the other practical, with a view to po
iti\'e mkan- 
tage. The former is explained in a few wor<1:-i Ly Father Die
o de Stella. ,. In the 
fea:5ts uf the 
aillb;," he 
a.rs, "the ....igil cornetll ever before the feast day, becau:--e 


* Macri nierole
icon a C'ypriana. 
t ConcH. .SeDonens. cap. i. apuù Dacher..Spicileg. Tom. II. 
t Cantelius Hist. Eccles. )Ictropolit. Pars. Dissert. i. c. 
. 
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tlJt'y ditl always in thi.; worM f:l...t und take pain
, atul, thC'N'fort', afterward., tlH'Y 
mu:--t rt'a
[ amI be mcn)' for t'vel'. fhc wurhlly m
lIIl1t'r i
 quite coutrary- they tlo 
br...t l'at ami mako nlt"rry, auJ then anCI. thl')" do pay tlll'ir. . It, t)path comdh 
and m.lkt.th the rf.'ckoniug for them.". ":)Iulti tri.':)tautur po:;t Jelicia.'i, ('uu- 
vi\.;,., dip.. ft'4o..:' After the world's fe:-;ti\'als conuo !om'row and m('lalldlOl
', 
alltl till' hlt,':--
ed Diolly:--iu.., tho Cartlm..iau, '-:I)"., c'There.' j; thi.. difJì.....rH.p 1>1.'- 
t we('n tll(' gooc.l amI tIlt' evil, that the lalk'r wi
h to make u fea:.;t hefure thl' 
\'igil, I'(:joiciug temporaIJy in thi
 \\"01"41,31)(1 therefore in the fnture wurld, ttlCY 
lU.lke tlae vigil for the feast which they ma(leh 're \'l."t'piug (.teruull}".t The prae- 
ti('al r('a...on fi)r tho \"i
il ('on...i..t('tl in tlal' l'fl
'(.t
 whid. it produ("('tl in prqmrillg 
tlu' mim) ft,r the clue (oclt.bratiou uf tIlt' :--U('('('l'(ling fè
tival. "TIat' fi.a....t:i of 
the t-aint:i Wl'I'O prt'Cl'd('(l by \'oti\.c f.bt:" lx.'(."all'" " (llii St. B('rnanl "l.r
,) in mun)' 
thiugi "e offenù nil ; and it "it:; not dccmt.J hafe uy our fala rs tu undertake the 
l.-cJdn'utioll of nllY hol,}" fl!:!tival without f'm1t-avoriu
, hy pl't.\"ious purifÌt-ation and 
ah
tilH'Jl('(', to he m
Hlc more \\orlhy amI mpahll' of 
piritnal j(l
':--."t 
The.' ab..tim'IJ('(' ufSatunlay to \\hi('la, lL'" well u. to Lt'lIt, St. Jcrum' a-..cribt . 
un apostolic C)ri rill, and tIll' (
UI
' of tIlt' l1on-ol 'r\'un of which, by tho monkb 
of the C.l..,t, is l-xplaincc.I by Cu,.....i
ul,
 \Va.., nut only tll'('mloÙ J '00rOU5 on the day 
wllt'll tht' church c. ,lcbrates the N.ul rt'pn:"'l of Jc:-,us Cllri:--t in tIlt' t'-'('IHllc'hre, ami the 

rn)\\ 
 of his bh
...
\"(l mother-that timp ao; 1 \"e.'S de Cla
u.trcs :--uy
, "which '-('enb 
to h(' an intt'rntl hdwl.,t.'11 S:Hlllt'
... ancl joy," hut it wa"i also regarded a.. a u-.cful 
pro\"i..ioll to 
f'('lIre the t.arly ri
in'" amI the . '("f'Il' unc1ondl.'tl minù, "hiC'h \\ ere 
J"('quin:d fi}r thp (hi' 5alu.tification of tla · Lord's e.lay. En
1l the aucient
 eould 
(li
('rll the :\Ch'al1ta
e of this c.li:"'t'iplillC', n.,;; whell 1 IOI.aec t-U)"!-', 


"Quin corpus onmltum 
lIcslerni
 "ilii'!IUlimmn (PUlquc rrlr'
mvßt una, 
.\tfI'JC nffigil hunw ()hinæ IHrli("ulülU aur.c," 


311(1 'Iilton filrni..}It'''Ì lUl ('\.ampJt' nfit. <'11,.c . wlH'1l h' r{,pl I'nts _\c.1am early 
wak(.tl, addin6', 


..
o custouÙl (( r hi:i ðJC( p 
Wai nir) Jia:-ht. (rom pUlC dil!clltion breI], 
.\lHllempcratc ,".'POl'! bhnd." 


Ahhot Cosm:ts u;o,('tJ to jootamI 
illgin:!' p:-':I}ms ami prayin
 all ni!!ht in the church 
and ill his cell, from t)atunla
 uig-ht till aft.-r :--llIu.i:-o{' alHI till' t'nel of the canon on 

ullday lIIorning.
 
"Ut' not UlI1!I'att.'fIlJ to 0111' 1,,,r() .Jl:--IIS j 1.1IIH'llt Bot that you fa:--t, hilt "e.'('p mth- 
pr that you f
l:--t!-o !-el(lom. I It' \\ ho do('s not ("0111 pa......illnatt' ,T l'
lh, hath Bot known 
.Te
u-;; he who r('jl.'C1s fasting, kilO\\':'; 1I0l tIll' ('1'0..;.... "-Thp...e are tla(. \\ ord-; nf 
t. 


· On tilt" Contempt of the W orhl. I. 10.... 

 In Vi!!:Ïlia S. .\ndn'æ. I'I'rm. 

 
(lpbrouiu:. Pratulll 
1>irit. (:ap. 
j. 


t B Dion)t::Ïi {'arthu.... .\,111&1. :Mu.wi f'pt.cu] 

 Lih. II. c. 10. I 
at. Lih. II. 2. 
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Chrysostom : and Drexelius says that ab;;;tinence is the most noble of disciplincs 
among Christial1s.* These two point:-', therefi)re, fasting anù abstinence, as do... .1y 
cOllllcctcd with the 
pirit alllimanners of the middle agc-a'5 they are widely at 
varianc'c with tho..;e which pre,'ail at 1)I'c:,cnt-arc cntitlC'cl to a distinct place in the 
moral history of tliat period which we are attelllptiug to Jo-upply. 
The L'Cclc.siastical di
cipline of the pl'imith'e a
c:" 
eem
 a 1(':,.. formidahle thing 
to the Gentik::i, tha11 it appears to the mo(k'ru:-;, with the greater part of" hom 
it would be of fin' more importance to e
tablish, if po,:-;ihlC', the imIllortality of the 
organs that mini:,tcr to ('orporeal life, than to prove tlie external ('>..i:-;tence of 
the :,ou1. Tlie ancient Greeks amI Romans were content, on ol'(linary oc- 
C3:,ion:--, with one meal in the ùay, which they called eænam. l;.;idore :--ay-; that 
tIJe)" were not accustomed to take the pralHliulll.t Cicero, in the TU::ículan:-;, aUlI 
Clemens 
\Jexal1llrinu:--, in his Pcda
ogue, relate' the 1'aying of Plato, that men 
ought to he a:,hamed to saturate tlIelll:,ph'e:, twiee a day. III the time of lIip- 
pocrate:, there seems to ha"e been no certain rule, tholl;;h gc.nerally hut one meal 
u:,f.d to he taken ill the day. E114athius 1'ays that they ate thrice. The first was 
jcntaeulllm, Qwpånõ}ux, which was merel
' bread dipped in wine. Then followed 
the prandium, the merenda, anù the eæna. Xo certain hour is a:,:,igned for the 
Jl)er('nda. The pmndium wa
 taken at micl-t1ay ; 11)(' ccena in the evening. Yet 
with the heathen:" living amI eating were 
ynonymou::;, 


" :-'lIflkit. inse
tam 1:1 hor horam, deil1l1c sequentur 
uL \ iv:J,::; llumeri : littera r:.'ì
l monet." 


For the Reventh, eighth, ninth, and tenth hours in the Greek were denoted by the 
lettC'r:..; Z. H. Ð. I. which form tlu" wor,l 2/;8l, 
igni(\'ing li\'e: a conceit whic>h 
may alrno
t remind one of thf' language of the mo<lel'lls, who revere the canon, 
"ht'lwfic>iulll propter officium." 
In in..;titnting the different fa.;:.ti; and <1ay
 of ah:;:tinencc throughout the year, the 
Chureh, Lc...;ides the particular moti\-e of preparation for her :,olemn fe:,tiyal"" had 
in view the general object of forming men to holy manner:-;, amI al:,o to a condition 
ronformahle to the mysteriC',;; whidl 
he had reet.'i,'e(1. "TIl('re are l11en," Fay.:; Bt. 
Chry:,o:-:tom, "who 
eem to Imye come into tlw \\"orl(l only fi))' pleasure, amI that they 
mig-ht f:.ltten thi:, peri
hahle hOlly; a:-, if tllPil' :,ole bu:,ine:,s in life were to prepare 
fin' the worms of the tomh a l110re abumlant and :-;uPP1IIC'nt pa..;ture'. 
\t the f:ight 
of their luxurÏo1l:-- table the anfTe}:,' rctirp-( :0l1 i;o; 011('11<1('d-the demons rejoice-- 
;:, 
yirtuon
 llH'n arc 1'l1oc}':((1- amI c,'ell the \'ery t1omc:,tic'" :,corn and laugh; but Oil 
heholding a :-;imple and mo<le:,t tahle, the Deity, an;c1..., amI men appbmI
()o<l 
mf'n 
it down to it-Chri4 himself, (llll'ing- his mol"tal life, took his placc at a 
i'imilar table. Duell was that of the patriarcll:', and prophet
, and apostl
, amI 
of the jll:--t men who are gone 1>e10r('. TI1(')" left :'llmptllons feast'S to tyrant:', and 
to mC:1l enriched hy ('rin1l', who werc the :-,courges ()
 the world."! Thus, in her 


,. Dc Jejuuio, Liu. I c. 3. 


t Isidore. 1. 20. Ori;. cap. 2. 


t Horn. VI. 
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penitential :-;('a..on, the Chur(.h prays that Hthc (li er nity of human naturf', \\ounù- 
cd by eXl'C

, Illa)" be n:furlUl.J by attention to Ull,() ici nal tl'mpCI"<1I1l'e," amI 1I1:.1t 
'1mrifipl] U). :1 holy lå:,t, mell m3,Y an'i\"(,
, hr the grace ofUo<.I, with :,inccrc miuc]i 
at the fe
ti,'als to come." In faet, whill' thc ;--l.ttiug 
par.t two (]aYb t'\'cry \\cd" 
tUI' ah:-tim'II<'''C, gavc the invollllltar) 
Ia\"e-; of the 4".arthly rqHlhlic n chancc of 
('..;eap4 from an uninterruptl.tl J"olllul of ti.\ï"acu->all tabh.-, de:-tl'uetive of health, :h 
'\ell a
 of intellectual and il1lJoccnt ellj"
'IlIl:'nt.s, the ohli
ation of devotillg (.,rt)" 
:-.u<.'(."(><;;..i,'c day:; to a cour:-- of pri\"ati
l, t('))(I<'(1 to 'un' tlu,.ir total and IK'flllanent 
deliverall('C; for by obc(Iielln' to thi... la\\, nU'lI \\ ('1"e impel"('t.'ptibly emancip.lh,'t.J 
from the ehaino.; of ClI:-otoru, alia e\','n of nel't.'s..itil'" \\ hieh had l)\.'('n thought to laan' 
h('('oll1l' a part oftllPi.. ('oll..tittltioll : II:thit
 of ('llt'mill:II'
' \\t'I't'.)rokt'n throu rh, allli 
the gt.'lJcral character \\
b rl'lIllercd lUalily. hy 1U('an.. of till' :o':.Jtltary ('(Iul'alll,,'e of 
I'ri,"ation. Thp ol
 ,<,tiun g1'oundt'(l on the 'Ycrit
. (If fa..t..., ami t'le 
lIppO"'L.J in- 
jlll-Y <'\H1:-Ol'(l to the human framc by ah..tilll'lIt't.', prun=-, nothilJ1! hilt that t1w pf'r"OI1
 
\\ ho prl)()U("C it arc :u'ClI
tolJ}t'(1 to a liti.' 01 l'(H1:--tant It plctioll-\\ hi('h hy P:wans 
\\ oult! have })('CII d<''CUll,(1 di..
r:U',.flll-,md that tluoy art') ill puint of ,:,Cll:,uahty, jf 
110t of herui:)m, of th,. miIH1 of Tn)":-"'...., \\ Iro :-oay t.u A\I('illOU<':, 


tt"'\' IpllÛI' ßopT;;tJm låtJarE, A.1JI5()"EYe
V 7rtp, 
UV Yt\P rr orvYffJTj i1ri yu6rEIJI AVI'rtpol' 
iìL\o 
;71ÀE.rO, ,jr lA. Àlv6ll" ;0 IJY116atJ'Jeu åÞ'o:ylCJ1.* 


Hut if fit
tin
 be ('on...i(ll'n'tl in n.lation to rmoclil'Îllal di..('iplirH', its eflt'Ct:) will 
hl' f01ll1\1 favorahh. to tl... l'njoYI1H'nt of 
,t()(1 :-pirit... :11111 of tlH' fn'e play of the mimi, 
\\ hi('h U('l'(''';'';lI"ily ('011l1u('1'" to tire 1)(,)(ly.... hp.llth, ullt1 that hahit ('\.pn r('mlers it 
agrecal,l(' to the animal natnn', is:\ fapt that the 
crl'tl :o-.('riptnn' it";l'lf ('ontle- 
H'('n(]... to nth>:--t, :o:n
.inl!, "Etiam ip..i.., jl:Înuilim ('IHlVi\.ii... (Jat I!ratiam (lnl('ion'
 po!-t 
ílluelJ) ppula' fh'IIt."t Ci('l'l"O rt"m:u'k:o- thl' pO\\(
r of ('U..tOIll in thi... vpry point. 
"A\.niclIIa, (

I)"" lIP) :-0:4..(1)(' ifl('41i:1I11 hi(lnnm ant tri(lnlll1l fl'nlllt. t-\l1hdu(' l'ibum 
nnmu dit'IU athlcl:l', : .To\"('m Olympium ('lUll iP:'Uh1. l'm :-c cxerccLit, imploraLit : 
ferre non po:o-
C ('lamabi t." t 
It \\ :1:". hO\\('\'el', lilt douht, ('h if'fi r in ('on<.:i( I..rat ion of moral ('on"<"q U('IIC'(''J, 
that thc C'hm'l'h 1"pg':lrl]..(1 thi... b\\ of (1..1 iller al1\1 ah..tineJH'c a:) 0 impurtal1t. 
Tlal' penitential 
('a...on or tIlt' vi
i1, "11('(.(...(lin
 within nu)(ll"rat
 int(.rval..., hy r(>- 
du('ing- nU'n's mind
 to a pl:u'id allli ...('I"I'I1l' 
tak, (1i..l)l)....(1 tll('l11 f(tr thl' prinl'ipII'''' 
of till' CatllOli(' rdi
ion (lm'in
 tlu' J'....t of the' )"f'ar; \\"III'I"":&-' 1J)('n who lu.v..r ...
- 
pl"ril'Ill't'(! :-o\H'h privation.., \\..r.. Il\0rally, awl ('\'('11 ph)':--ically :--pml"in;.r, ri))(' fi.,r 
:lpo
la..y, l)l'('albc tIlt' p
1 . ions at"(' hy ('OlTUptioll pl'Ot'.:-otOl.... ag-aiu..t th.., law 1If( :od 
jn ('very rt'btion, aJul as it W"I'C, thc lIatural f'I1('mÎ('" of t)1(' symhol.. awl lifi., of 
f:\ith. Our 
aviour l'ho:-oe not only to fa..t, hut a1:--o to :--ut}('r thc p:,in ('OIJ..t (PH'lIt 
UpOIl f
.stin
; whi('h tllt'olog-ian:-. 1"f'lllark '(I, to :-oho\\" tIll' valJity of JU:tIlY of the 
pretexts f()r (1ispclliiatioll:' addlll'('d hy t"pitl di..(.ipl,..., 10 \\ horn th..,y applied Ùu\ 


.. 0 I. YII. :!15. 


t Judith, cap. I, 2. 
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word" of the P5alm. "In labore hominuU1 non 
unt, ct cum homillihu5 non fla- 
g .lbbulltur. Idl'o operti "'mlt illiquitatt'." The modern complaints respt.'Ct;lIg the 
injury :-;u
taineJ by the budy in ('oll";Pllllt'w'e of the discipline of the church, may 
f'uggc4 a painful comparison in ref C l'(' lice to the hemi...m of the hcathC'n 
age, \\"110, 
Oil being warllcd by Crito that lit' ougl,t not to heat himself hy l'ontinuing llÍ::; 
di:o:('our:-:e in proof of the s{ml'
 immortality, for that the executiom.r who was to 
admini4cI' the poi...on, h:ld :-:aiù that he ought to 
peak a..; little a<.: po:-::o:ible, 
ince 
the act of 
peaking would rellùer hi", h/)d)" in a state to resi-;t the action of the 
poi:,oll for a long time, which woulll invoh'c him in grpat additional 
uffcring, for 
it might become nece
"jary to think it twice, or c\'en thrice, replied onl)', "Do not 
trouble mc with that man's advice: let him attcnd to hi:-: duty, and prepare to give 
me the poi:-:on twice, or if necf':-:
al'Y, thrice. Change the slIbject." * 
But if thc a(h'antage of fa:o:ting be admitted, surely, 
ay;:; the modern Hercule:" 
yon mll:-:t admit that the obligation of ab4inencc was eminently superstitious 
and ab!"urc1! LlEl7tvêÌv J1E ôlôaõ/æ, would generally be a suitable answer to 

uch an appeal.t 
Ianzoni, however, shows more conde:,cen:-;ion, and says ill 
reply, "The Church intends to gi\'e no precept which does not prp
criLc an action 
in it:-:elf \"irtuou:i, which doc:; not conduce to purify, elevate, fo:anctif)" the soul, antI 
in :,l1ort, to di
pose men for the accorupli
hment of the divine law."! 
III pre
('riLing occa
i(}nal ah:-:tinen{'e from flf'sh, a:-; being an incelltiyc to COIlCU- 
pi:O:('(-'IJ('e, tire Church did not !--anctioll luxury in otl)('r kind:; of food. "There arf" 
:--omt' oh,,('n"er;o; of L('nt;' :,ay:-: S1. A l1gU:,tilll', "more 111xuriol1:-: th:l n reI igiou:,;, !'C(, k- 
in6' rather new delights than chasti:-;ing ancient. 111:-:t:,. They tàst, not to temper 
theil' ('u..tomary eX{'e"
, but rather that hy delay tht'y may feel more immoderate 
g-reedillf':-::-:."
 Thi:-: wao;; not to revere, hut to mock the Church. She warned lllell 
from deceiyillg th('m!-'l.h'e
 by :-eeking more preciou'- food under pretencc of ab- 
:::-t.:.lining frolll ùle fll...;h of animal:,: "Restringcmhe 
lInt delieiæ, non mutamhc," 
wa
 her admonition.1I During tht.':-:e intervaL.., when it could he dune with jm.ti(,l", 
:-:h(' dpsil"ed that the rich might li\"c likc the poor; Illight for once :-:uffer tlap lahor:.; 
of men; that having f;inned with men, as St. Bernard 
ay
, they mi!!ht fill' 011('(' 
he 
courge\l with them, that t}u're Illi
ht be le
:"I gl'OlIlld to fear that tht'.'" \\ ollld 
be sconrgt'd with dt'lJ}ulJ:-; :
 for that i:-: the real :,pcret of innlllllemble parts of her 
holy di:;('ipline. IlJdulgl'lJ("p,,;, how('\"('r, within thc limit-; of permitted fi)()d, did 
not (,olJ:-:titute a violation of tll(' e('ch.:-:ia...;ti('al law thOlJO'h , b,' the ("on
elJt uf all 
. , 0 . 
tll('ologian:-:, it deprived lllcn of th(' Illerit.** To witlh'
S the a
toni..;llIm'nt of the 
moderns wlleneH'r thc wi:.;dolll of that law i:-; deft'mIec1, one might :,uppo:-:e that all 
men re...;embled the peopl(' of B{':m,'ai:-:i:-; and of Olonne, who would ex('hang"', it 
tI:",cc1 to be :-aid, with gr('e(lille:-::-:, an o'\. for a fi...h; amI that th(' Shakp:,p('ariall 
tlefinition of an honest man W3
 \'prified hy uni\.cr
al ('''{peripn('f'. nut without :my 


... Plato, Pùædo.63. t Adstoph. Rauæ. 107. 

 
. 210, tie Qlladr. 6. J ('hr. :-:.. :?O!). 
** Sardagna. Th
\I]ogia. TOIll. lY. :W
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\\ant of dne J"('\"l'reJl('(', or all)" l'xtrnv:lg:mt inclination to infi'r more than would 
Lc true ii'llm the oh
'rvation, mcthink
 a (li...eiple in the hchool of <:hri...t may n'ry 
naturally and judiciousl)" appeal to t1H' fact.:) ("f cvauh'1'lic history, whid. I"L'('fJrd:i 
of hi
 Vi ,'ine lld."'ter, that he ate fi....h \\ ith hi
 di:oò(.ipl,...., hut IlO whl're that he ate 
Illl':lt, l':\l"('pting the Pasehal bmh. Ah..tiul'IH,(\ i
 ridieull'(l, 1)t,'(':.H1:--,', a., )Ianzolli 
1"I'mal'k:-., "the \\ orltl ahhors all I){'n
m('(', and pretl'nd:-; to he ...up(.rior to \\ hat it 
\\ oul<1 avoi(1. It i..., howen.r, ('Illy in the man dili
l'nt in the n
:--car("h of \\"ol"1<11y 
("OUtl.U.... (If l'\"l'ry kilHl, (,Ilcm)" uf al humiliatiou and of all '-ufferillg, that thi.s ex 
ternall xprl :--...iùu of p"nan('(', Oh"'Pr\'l'(} phari
lil..llly, is all i:-ol:ne(l uperation",j 
òif1èrl'nt from tllP re...t of hi., lift', that it form., a di
,'ord, whil'h is Jail 1 huld of hy 
the worM to ('a:-1 ridicule upon th ' things ufreligioll ; Lut if ('Oll:li(lcn'tl in COl1nL'C- 
tion \\ ith the 11l0tin

 of tlU' ('huf('h ill l"\'C'l'lirillg it, 110t onl). mu...t thi., ridieule 
Ct'3
C-', hut we 1I111...t ('onG....... tll<' 1)l'.llIty, the \\ i:'Òom, amI the import:ll1l'c uf this law. 
It i.. a truth, 
IS \\(.11 kno\\ II 
h it i... humilinting, that the nhu...(' offl"...h intluenl
 
the mind 
\lHl d"
m,lt.... it. .\ 
eri('..; (If gran', l"t'gulat''tl, m
wllaninlOu"" h('lu'voleut 
!'Cntiment..., (':.111 l)t. intl'rruptl'tl by a tli
h, alltl in their pJ
u..c \\ ill be 1onuL.J a kina 
of carnal ('nthu:-.ia..;m, a :-cn",u.lI c"taltation, \\ hich render-; the lll'art illùitlcrcnt to the 
grl'atp...t thin
..., \\ hieh dt,...trny..; or \\ lakl'lIs the 
I'JJ!"(' of what i
 nohIC-', and impl'1!i 
to !-(.n:-uality nud ('
(lti...m."* By (1aiut
, plaUl'I":-, a... 
hakc."'I)('arc remarhð, the 
ribs arc madt' rieh, hut the' "it.. haukrupt. 

()Ille men 11I.('t('lItl that tlae (.(.dl'
ia...t i('a1 ohl igat ion (('11(1('(1 to mak(' men forget- 
Ihl of tlu' duti(.
 of the ru()rnl Jaw j a'" if compliance \\ ith the laws (If tit' 'hureh 
\\('n' iè..lt n
 :ltl
lf"(ling tlwlIl a (1i"'l)('n
'1tion fllr ol)('yin
 th17
 IIf morality. But 

blll'oui :--hO\\.. tIll' weaklH...... (If thi... ol
t'dion. "Take away tlU' ('01llIlHm(1nH'nt
 
of the ('hureh! \\ïll YOIl (II(' 
I...ks) havc fi'\\"l'r ('rime...;? Ko, hut you \\ ill hay 
 
fewel' religious 
I'JJtilllent..., 1('wl'r \\ urk....; iUtlepclI(lent of imp..I...." :uu] of a tcm- 
pOl'al end j fe,\ l'r works d ir('C'.tf11 to the "rd('r of p<'rfL'Cting soul:;, for whi('h man is 
crmh.d."t If the (,huret. iu\"itt i Ill'r ('hildr('11 to ah...tain, "he at tLe :-:tmp time 
:-:tll:i upon th('m to pray, that ..the (lh
'r\"
m('(' \\ hi('h they exhibit corporeally, tlll'Y 
may L
 able to \::\l'r('i. . \\ ith 
in('('re mintl:--."! B '..idt.,..., in what ]>a
 ' ofhi...tory 
(In we finù grollnd for thi "piuion," hieh bUppO!='l'S a phenomenon in 
uch ('ontm- 
dietion to the univl'l':'al voice of the intiruate ('oD!o:t'i('lIrc of mankill1l? ,V' e r(,
l<1 
on the contrary of nohle ant} imprC'S<.:ive l('..:-,on:; (le1iverl'(1 tn men undl'r the influ- 
ence of viol('nt p
L,,
ion:o;, rcmin(lillg them that it would be in vain to o
rve the 
ecclesia....tiC"J.llli:-eipline during penitcntial .. JI1S, unll"'" the manuers w('re made 
in all re:,pect:-; conformable to the 
pirit am) inÌl'ntion of that or(linaucc. -\ 1hl'r- 
tll.:) Grantziu:o; relates, that the NllP,.rol" Conrad, having found a rebellious all<l rc- 
fractorv h.-other in I Tplln" , du1"e of 
lIahia at 1< 1 hpinlJ' ohli'Y'('(1 to lUeet him in 
. ., 'ò ò 
hattIe, Duke lIenr)" was defl'atcJ, und ohliged to fly into Paullouia to hi..; rel.ltion, 


· O

ervn7ioni !'ulln )[oralc ('aUolicR. 
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KinJ! Stephen. The I-\:ing was di
plm
ed at 
l1f'h open :md malignant ('onhJmaf'Y. 
III l't...;oln.d, tlu'reftlr(', to reprove his rdative efficaciously hut mmlf':-:t]y : so Oil 
Goocl F.'iday ]Ie ordered his table to he 8prved with fh'...h meats. Du],:e Hc'nry 
cxprc'iSed honur at 
uch a banquet on that da)", to whom King 
tpphen rc'pli(.ù 
with a sweet and friendly ton(', "I deem it a less evil to 
at flpsh on this day tllan 
contlllnacion:--Iy to rebel against a brotl.er." This kind of admonition fonnd a 
:f:.lyomble hea.'e.': Duke Henry \\"a:; mo,"ed to f'ompllnctiOJ1, and forthwith hf'came 
reconciled with his bl"Other. You a..;erihe thi:; to tllP 
(,II('ro..;ity of an illCli,'iclnal ? 
Xa)', it was an act of strict ohNlielwC' to the po:;itiye dOl'trine of the Church. "Beue 
jejunat, qui fraternas injurias pacifici pC'ctoris IC'nitate dimittit."* 
JIm"ing now f:eell what was the spirit of the ,'igil, let us proceed to inquire re- 
!'pecting the 
olemnity which follmY<.d. 
The Chnreh begin,;; the (lay, in relation to fasting, like the ancient Romans, 
from midnight; but r('specting indulgences amI ft.stivitie:;, from the fir
t '"(':"pers 
to the setting of the 
un, on the day following. t "
ith the Pagan:" only cprtain 
particular day
 were said to be festal, or "dies fe.'iæ,-...ed Chri:.:tianis et maxime 
clericis," Fays "Talafried Stt'abo; omnes dies in ferias deputentur." ! The word 
ohlif!'ation, in the eccll'
iastical sen!:ie, was not of familiar nse during t]le age... of 
faith; for where devotion al,,"a)"s accompanic.d a sense of duty, it was rare to finc1 
pcr
ons desirou.... of communion with the faithful, and at the same time of as="i
tillg 
ill the public a&emblip:; in the churches as beldom as po

ible. In coumri(.:-; like the 
Tyrol, where those ages may be considered as 
till in their conrsf', the people 
generally a..;sist at ma:,s e'"ery morning, and at benediction e,'('ry evel1:ug; ali<I 
where such is thl' llispo:-;ition of men's heart..;, it cannot he ('xpectp(l that they 
should be uniYer
ally a('qnaintcd with the precise minimum required hy the church 
in I'egard to assistance in the public wor
hip. Under 
ueh ('ircum4auL'CS, the 
churcll(,:; willl'e as full on fe
tiYal=" of devotion as on those of obligation; for' as 
men are generally more conf'istellt in regard to their fpelings and affl.ction=" than 
in their mpacity of logiciall:", therl' call never be many who would voluntarily ab- 

cnt themselves on the purifil'ation, after havillg Leen preseut, through a sell;:,e of 
oL]i
:Ition, at the celebration of the nativity. 
IIo\\"en'r, a
 the ('ircumstanees ofmcn's relations with 
ociety, and the innumer- 
able pprturhations of life, must ha\"e always operatccl in preventing lUallY of the 
most fern>nt di
ciple
 from as:"i:-,ti'lg daily at the di\"ine mysteries, the term obli- 
gation was n..;ecl to d('signatl' tho
e grmtpl' f("4ivals, at the celebration ofwhich the 
Church f('quil"ecl absolutely that every Christian should be present, unles:; prp'"('lItC'{l 
b)" siclm('..;..;, or other nna\yoiòahle hind.'3nf'p. 
Si:,moncli, and other mndprn writer,.., have declainlPd on what the,y call the 
ab:mrdity of maintaining that by disobedience to this law, men incurred the pen- 


· 'hxim. Tanrin. 
 4:1. t Card. Bon?l, de Divin. P"aJ. xcvüL 
i WablÜul 
tl'ab\l. ùe Heb,(:; Ecc1esÏ:1
t. c:\p. 20. 
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a1ty of mortal loin; hilt tlH'J do not ron..;j(]('r the b:ulIwr unclt'r which thi
 i.. or- 
(billl'(] : "I f," 

iJ' L()ui
 of Bl(Ji
, "
'uu ùi
ain nny onf' uf the 01 'rvalJt' uf our 
holy 1'C'ligion, hO\\l','er 
lightly important tlwy IU:IY b., :lilt] ifYllu tr:m..g)"C:)S tl1('111 
,"luntarily, )'uu al'c not :1 :--('r\':lIIt of .It :-u..; Clui..t.". ".\Iul i.. it po- ,iLle," 
I.') 

r:mzoni, "that thc.' Clu'i..:tiall who \\ouM volumaril)' at.
taill fl"Oru a....,i
(illg at thc 
:-:ll'l'uI m
...tl'l'i(... on a r......ti,.al, ('0111(1 be ollPof tlu'jll..t, \,ho li,'c hy faith'! I.. nut 
:-11("1. :111 11,.t tht' IIH>:-t ('('rtaill prooe of hi utter imlit1t.'n'lIt'" Clr Chri..tiallity "? amI 
thert,.fol't" i.. not thl'jll..tit'('ofthat '11 . Icc(JftheChurdlc,'idellt, whi(.h pronounces 
it to he a 11100'f.11 :-ill :"'t Tllc grolllltll(......lh '.. of the cli..pl,..l",ur<' l',.inc'Cd h)' thc 
modt'rll", "ith r(''''p('c.'t to (.(.('lc..,ja,tic'.ll ()bligatioll
 in gl'IH""al, "Ollie I he l'"i,Ic.'lIt 
if tl.t')' w0\1I,1 ('on..iclpr, that with 0111" ullt"('.,tor:" thiJ)l"
 "c're orclailJl'tl aw] institutt'tl 
for p('I":-cm
 who had f:lirh, :111(] not rc)r th 'iuditlt.rc.nt. To retain lilt Il in oLt'tlil'llc"e 
to the f1mrch, it \\ 
 not a III "Y (,\)llclition that 6.11 ':-huu1c1 t-'Ommallcl JlUthin;;: 
nor \\ a..; it rt'Cei,"('(] as a Illa
im, that the f.lirhful wcre tl) be l'Ouformahle to that 
multitwlc or pPI";oon.. who h:ul pra{'tic':1l1
' ("t .1..,'(1 to h...lie\"t' in tilt.' Ill
':.;f{'ri(':o. of 11U- 
man rc.'(]emption. The m iclclIl' n,,.....; \, (lul..III:I'"(' t rl'f.u('(1 \\ it It ('OIlt('1Il pt tht' ()octrillo 
of 
1Ul' of uur phi1c.....oph('r
, \\ II() uflìrm that, "in proportion :1'; mannC'f'S ')('COllle 
<..'orrupt, la" 
Iwul(] be ma,l,- \\mt.l'r:' "The Di\"in' It',,.i:-lator ofChri.,tian"," as 
l
onal(I wdl oh,('r\l''', "clid not u("('Omnu.Jate hi
 bw
 totlw indinationsofmcn, Lut 
n'lMi rf'(l tlH'i I. in('1 i nation.. h
' Ii j" 1:1\\... I flit, 11:1(1 not m:ulc. hi.. lawio-, 'more p
r- 
fl'Ct than lUen thc n ('onl,1 h,.ar,' "hat 1a"8 "4ml,1 hc th,'n ha\'c gi\"'11 to the IIU'U 
nnd \f'omPIl \\ he) aI'" (l..-.('ril)('t! h)' .J nVl'nal, Tacit n
, Pct ron in"", bllt'touiu." 01' .T o""ph- 
U:-, the l..bt hi..toriau of tllC Jl'\\ ? But it 
:I" not 11('('Ordillg to this modern 
principle that he ('on"iderttl man :lIl(] "'oc'iety, F..u- frow propo:,ing to 1IJ.a1l \\ e.lk 
law:-, 
u'('ompli(..
 to hi.; l',l..:..iou..., 01. pCl\\"('rlf -, wÎtn("'.:"-f .; of hi
 cli...or4]('r..., he ill1- 
po..('(l tlH'1H 011 hi III :1:0, a hri,llc
, aw] oppo..('C1 thl'lIl a..; :L harrier; 'perft-'di .....tuh,..' 
'Be y" p.'rfeet, a.. f':,)CI him.....lfi.. pC'l"ftd.' "t 
The ()h
 I'\'ation oftlw tìr...t, in:,tl3fl uf th' "" .nth (3)', or JC\\ j..h Sahbath, origi- 
natc'(] in :1po<;tolic prt....C'ription, as \\C infer from it04 having ht'Cll uni\"e
l in the 
fi,.
t n
('.; of the Chnr('h. It i
 true thp t.arly ratJl('r
 an' ft"UJt) remarJ"ing with 
Clem('n
 .A)c'
alldrinn.., that the !-oCvcnth wao; a f.:1(.rt'(IIHlmhc.r, not only \\ ith the 
Ir,.bre
:-, but al:-o with the Grc.'(.t.i; that II{':o.Îo,1 ancI } [oll1er both "pt'.lk rc.-pe.lt- 
('(1Iy of the :-f
\"(,lltll8aCn.-d d3Y, lßôo}lOY ÙpÙY 1
1J.l p. Callimachus aL-.o, in Illany 
\'t'r!->t.':-, alludillg to it- 


ißð,jp7'J Iy 1tpr.>rortll, KctllßðóP7'J Idrl rEA.,'7'J, 


awl tilt' }:I('
ic..; of 
olon 01:-0 a..
rihin
 c1ivinity to thc 1" ,,('nth (lar"
 
t 6\ng'n..- 
tin,1I amI 
Iartianu
 Capdla,
 "pc':lk oftl... pt'rf(,(,liol1 oft1.p I-I','c.'nth lIU1ul)('r, \\ lail'h 
i
 t.at.en for the uuiver:-.ality in &ripturc..-t
:-t.\'t'll tim ':i fall..: the ju..t man, :-t'V{'1l 


· C,IJidc SpiritIJe1Je. cbap. L 

 
t. om.lt. Lib" Y" c. 11. 


t ÛIIIIt'rvnzioni flllUa )Ioralc CattoliclL. 
I I)c {'Ï\" D,.i, XI. 31. 


: DuDivorec', l/i-l 
-0 r ih. VII. 



. \ (
 E S 0 F F. \ I T II. 


173 


tim
 wi11 T prai
e thee." 1.- et it is no l('
:o: ('(>I"tain, that the suhc;titution had been 
('xpn'..:
ly awl authoritativdy madt'o TIm:; 
t. ,} u...tin 
rartyr, de
criLing tllC as- 

eml)lie..: uf the Christian
, :--ay:o:, "'Ve have dlU:-l'n the Sunday a
 Leiug th(' fir:,t tlay 
of th(' creation of the world, and that of the re:-:urrection of Jc...;u:-: Chri:--t our 
Lord."* AC('OI'dingly, in ancient writer:;, theexpr
:--:-ion "Day of the n'.:,urreetiun," 
i:i oftt'n u:,pd to 
igni(y the bunday;t and in the Homan order, that of Pa:-('h is 
applied to all 
unda).s in tIle year. Con
tantine made a law, ordaining that the 
t:iuwlay 
houId Le celebrated throughout the Homan cmpire ; and he ext('lJ(lccI it 
to tIle army, di
charging 
oldiers from all military functions on that tlay. 'flip 
('ouneil of Laodicea renewed the order, pre
eribing it:, oh.ervance to all who had 
it in their power, whieh allowed excf'ption:-. in ca..:e of lleC{':,
ity. An hundrcd 
)Oear:-; later, the Emperor Leo, hy an ordinance, forbade all judicial pl"Oceeding:; on 
that day, a:; al:,o the aIllU::;ement'i of the theatre'. cir('u
, and :-pectacll>s of wild bea..:t:-. 
.\ II this was cOlllmamled to ('\"ery 
uhjt'ct (Ill pain of incurrin
 d<:gradation and 
cemfi:,cation of property.! On 
umIay:, aIul festival:-:, in onkr that the mind., of 
the f:..ithful :-:hould be occupied with the wor
hip of Goa, it wa" expre:,:-:ly forhiJ- 
den, hoth hy the civil amI ('ccle:,ia
tical power, throng-h all the citit:s of the em- 
pire, to admit the people to any theatrical exhibition;o;.
 
Thi;;; discipline continucd to prenlil during- the middle age
. "On the Lord's 
day," say the decrees coIlcded hy In,':; of Chartre:o:, "nihil aliud agewIlIlll t.
t, 
lli:,i Deo yacandum."11 ..\..Il the faithful w('re then require<l to a

i:-,t at high Illas.:; 
at the hour of tierec. -U St. Germain, Hi
hop of Pari
, i
 related to Ila\'e cured the 
infil'mity of a man nametl Giltlomer, at E:o::o:one, whi..h had been vi:3ited upon him filr 
having worked upon a. Sunday. ** In the time ofS(. Gregory ofTour:-" a. sen"ant in 
the diocese ofTour
 was thought to ha\"e beenjlldicially }llIni:-:hetl by Di\'ine Pro\'i- 
dence for having worked at fi}rrning a. hedg
 on a Sunda.r;tt and a rustic na.nwd 
Leodulplm..;, was al
o regarded a
 \'i
itp(I from hm\'en for ha\'ing yoked hi:; oxcn on 
a 
lIll<lay (hiring the time of han"e:;t.tt It i:; al:-,o rdated ofSt. Patrick, thm he pre- 
vcnted certain heathen:;, in the north ofIl'cland, from working at a wall on a. Sunday. 
Tn Bavaria, at the elld of the 
en:nth ('cnlllry, when Pagalli:-,m still struggled again:-:t 
flH' influence of the Church, we find I )uke Theodo, on being converted by the 
hl(>..::.;
(l Bi:-:ho}> Hupert, to whom he ga\'e pcrmi:-:
ion to choose any pla('e for his 
Epi:,c(lpal See, gi\'illg to the Church the tenth part of the 
alt, 3m} the tenth" of 
tlIP tax levie<l upon the 
a1t that wa
 collected in the mines on the Lord's day.

 
Petrarch mentions ha.\'ing hehel<l at Xaple
, with astonishml.nt and indignation, a 
dde:,tahle ahuse, which had }(In
 rc:;;i:-:ted both the e('cle:;;ia
tical anù cÏ\'il authori- 
ties. Uich mell and noble:::, as well as the plebeian inhaLitanh of that city, usec.1 to 


· .\ po]og. 2. t )Iahilllln in Yita S. Ruperti. 
 II h:t. des Fetes de ]' EgJi<;e. 

 ('0(1. Theodos. L. XT. tit. 5. Just. IJI. 12. 7. ('ondl. Cartlwg. 401, c. 5. 
I Decrc'. Pars. IV. c. l:J. .u 1,1. Par.:. II. (1<.: 
lissà. 
... Lebeuf, IIist. du Dio('e:,.c de Pari
, Tom XL 14:Jo . tt )[iracu1:1. de B. ?t[artiui, cap. 29 
:: Ie!. +to 5
 Gt:rmuuiu:::- .ca, Tom. II. i9. 
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as....t'lllhh. on a t'('rtain plain t'aJlell tll 'Campo ('a I hOllario, \\ here san
ninary 
Iac' 
iatorial !-;alllt'" were held on t;ulllbys awl Jc...tlval.... \1I1H..'r::,oü,:, havillg ht.t'l) 
prohibitt'd frolll attt'[lIlin
 unch'I' luin of C'\.('OIll 11111 lIicatiou, amI th. king, ('harl
 
I I 1. ha,'ing gin.n till' groll/ul, tlll& ..pot \\a'" 
olt'milly hl<'!'''('11 in hi:-- pn..::'cIH'C by 
JhrtholoIHP\\". Yï('ar of tht' Xe:lpolitan Chur('h, amI a t(,lIIple ('I"(,<'I<'t.I, to whit'h \\'a... 
:ltI(lt.tl a IIt'W ho
pital f
)r the poor.* "TIlt' (
n.t.k
 :uuI ItolH:lns," "'ay
 a c.\P- 
itlilary of8t. Theollore of ':111 tt'l.hu ry , "dn 1I0t 011 "'lIntlay... -...lil Of ridt', or mal", 
Im'ad Of mount in a chariot, unlt':---;Jo go ((, <-laurel.. Tlu,' Grt'eks," it add..., "t10 
lIot write puh1i(.ly, bllt fOl' n({'('-.
it), tll(')" \\ rite pri,.atd,\' at lIOIIIC.t" It :lPp('ars 
from Dt',It'. that it wa
 1I0t aJlm\"t'tl to u..t' a ('J.rriage on 
IIIHla.'":"O j for Cllthh..rt, 
III 
t'ntl'rin
 thp pre ('nce of QIIt'('n Ermantnllh., 
aid ..('('rt't I)" to 114.>1' (for it wJ.... 
SatllnIay), ,. Early on tilt. '('out! feria, mOllllt your daariot (quia (lie D"minico 
Ctll'rU ire non lieet,) and ha
ten to the royaJ eity."t .\t 1l101lIou-.e, Ho,ll''':, und 
many other pla('(..., tll(' J!=ltf:"O of citie., WPI"(' do
('cl hll blllllla
'", :111<1 f(,:"ti,'al.., tl) pre- 
,.('ut the chariots of tran.llt..... frolll pa.....illg' :
 :uul tlat' Fath('r
 of tht. lOUIICil of 
:--;'al.il)()u!"g, in the )"<,al' 11.jti, "-("'111 to have (It....il"l'(l a return to thi
 di:--I'iplim',11 of 
\\ hich 'labi11ol1 find
 tr.1('(':, in many ,)'nod... of nn rnrlil'I' ngr. ,Jmll 
Iolilll't, 
n.(.ordillg : II ill't
lI)('e of tilt' impit't)' of tilt' pt'oplt> of Brtlg
, :"ays that wllt'll the 
Kin:; of the 1{01ll:1II"- \\ a... t'tlllfilit tl in tlu' 1I"..td 01 J:a,'('...rt'ill, the" orkll1ell, Jo,ing 
all fi,.u' (1(( ;l)(1, ('Olitillll<c1 to forti(
. tit,. hOIl...... (luriJlg "'lIIuIay alltl the ft..:-ti\'al of 

t. Pdt'r.** _\t 
larit'llhur6' tilt' Tt.utonic l"night..: \\t'fr fOI.hitldt'll to prof:ult' 

u[l(by" 31111 fe"'th'a1..: hy :my \\ ork, tlr 
:1111(' (or mOlH'Y; ,\ hi(.h lau,'r, iluh.('(l, 
011 110 Ot't.'.l...ioll, \\'a... p('rmiut't.l ill tilt' ord('r.tt COII...talltinc' 11:111 prt....t.rihl.c1 IIlat 
markl't.. :--1.01l1t11){> Il('ltl 011 :-;mulay ; but a1raill...t thi
 pral'li(.c C'harlt'I11:l1!lIe i:- "11('(1 
a :--pt'('iallaw ;:
 anll )latlJt'\V Pari... rclat >", that in thc )"l'..tf 1 :!OO, the POP(' :'-t'nt 
prmcll('l':' to ,":.Iriou.; parts of the worM, to l'nfl)r('(
 n !-ot rit'IP!" 01l:"1'1"\':111(,C of the 
:-\muby.-.\mon1:;..t otllC'r:-. EII
tat", .\I)),ot of Flay, (':lIlIt. iUII! EII
I:uHI, \\rolwht 
divillt' mir:H'II''':, allll Wl'lIt frol11 place to pla('t', P"I'''II:ulill:: tilt" pt'()plt. to pict
. ; 
11111 
he:o;o t.u
 ctllal1y pmhihih>,1 market... 011 tl.(' l."ml'... (by, tlaat ill :111 P,\rt.. of EII
lalul 
tllP)' \H'rC tr
lI):,fi.rrt>d to thc 'lon,I.l
'. In:1II :lIIC;('lIt (10t'lIl11ellt ill tlH' :lr('],in'''1 of 
tll<' Chlln..h of F('rrara, Oil tilt' tlatl' of tll<' ...pv('nth ('('ntllr)'. it i:-- 1'."juire(1 that .Ill 
work ..hould be :'1I..:pcm!t.d 011 ::>lIIlIlays, fWIll 
:ltun1a)' en'ning till )'Ionday morll- 
il1
.

 
On tlac other nand, the C'11II!"C'h wa:-: so far from authorizing 01' :\pproving of tlae 
Phar.ï:-;ai('al :o;trit.tIlP';.; wlai{"h indue .(1 tll<' rahhilli('al "Titt'r..: to forhid allY nile to "=l"C 
:uwtlapr frolll fil'(, 011 tlat'
ahhatla, 01' tn kill all ill""("t. that 'H' fi:ul her, h)' the 
II- 
on,.; of 
lae CtHltlcil of ûrIt'an:" in till' year .')3d, making it a !-l1l
ed of complaint 


* It,llh Sacln. Tom. Y. 13
. 
t Tll('lIdori Cuntunr, Ard1Ì('p. Cnpil. apud. [).lchcr. 
picil('C'. Tom. IX. 
t In \"Ita 
 l'uthhcrli. C.II>_ 2." 
 )1')1I1t iI. lIi..t. des Fram;nis, Tom. V. 23. 
I Gl'rmania :,:u.ra. 1[. .. ("ollcil. III. .\nrclÏ21ll. Call. 
. tt ChroDlc Ill. 230. 
** Ylllgbt. Gc..dlichtc )bricnLurgh ft.l!}:3. H Cnpil. (,XL. 
;:$ ltaliu 
.icra, I. {)i5. 
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that some had per
naded the people that on Sundúys it was not lawful to travel 
w;th horses or o
en in carriage
, or to dre
s meat, or clean the hom.e, or one's per- 
:,on. This council declare..;, that these ob
ervances arc more .J udaie than Chri:-,tian, 
and cl)Ilfinns all the ancient prl':,criptiolls gi\"ÏlIg liberty, but it except-; the cultiva- 
tion of the :--tîil, which would prevent men frOll1 a.-:,:,i..ting in the church: and dccft't.s, 
iu nearly the 
all1e word
, were enacted by the Coullcil of Yl('11ne in the )"car 7.j.j. 
It is a curious verification of a common maxim, when we find thc Freneh Parlia- 
ment suppre;o:sing, a
 irreverent tu the Di\'illity, a m
lal which had been btruck 
by the city of Dijon, to commemorate the charity of Jacques dc Frasans, it:; mayor, 
during the pJague of 1639, on which was in5cribeJ "Eliam ill 
cptimo non licllit 
quiu:cere." The Church applauded what this as;,embly of Gallican magistratd 
cOlJ<1 emlled, 
I n common with Sundays, all the greater festÌ\'als were holidays of obligation, 
or days consecrated to GOl-1, in which, a:) the Council of Sen..; says, the faithful 
lUust abstain from all servile work: "nee vallitatibu
 aut voluptatibus occupen- 
tur ;" but mu
t apply them
elves to the divine offices in the churches, and the 
veople must be often thus admoni
hed.* "True men, and fearing God, were to 
be stationed in the 
treets of cities and villag
, and on the public ways, to exhort 
the negligent to repair to the church."t All sen'ile work and judicial proceedings 
were to cease on the festivals, hy decrees of the Emperors, ,... alentinian, Theodo:-,iu:", 
and _\rc3(liu
.t On the Rogation days, we read in the Roman order, "that 110 
one then must pre
ume to ride on horðeback, but that all mu:--t walk barefooted." 
The whole legi:.;lation, both civil and ecclesia."tical, during the ag(h; of hlith, wa
 
directed to securing rest for the people on these great day:i of devotion, to enable 
them to conform to the 
pirit, and accomplish the object of th
 Church, in the:-ic in- 
fo.titution
. If the holy councils dec1at'e that all days between Christmas amI the 
Epiphany are festival
,9 the constitution::; of emperors ordained that, ill honor of 
the great solemnity, from the 20th of December till the 6th of January, aB plead- 
ing
 were to cea
e before the trihuna}
. It e\?en appears that, in the eleventh 
3.11f1 twelfth centuries, 
er\"Ìle work and traffic were :-;u:-,pended during the whole 
of this inten"al;1I and L)' the canons of the Council of Erfurt, in 932, it i::; forbid- 
den to. 
ummon anyone to plead in court:; of justice se\'en days before Christma..;, 
fifteen days before the Pa:-õchal time, and :-;c\'en days before St. John j in order that 
everyone may have mean, of going to the church, and of praying there. The 

ame prohihition is extend('d to all who would con:,t1"'.1in any Christian going to or 
returning from church, and require him to pl<.,.a<.1 in the còurts. If judicial act., 
"ere exercised upon a festival of obligation, they were \'oid by the canou bw.-y 
In \'ery lahorious trades, the ancient law of Fmnce required the workmen to 
re:4 during twelve day
 after Chri:-:tma...;, twelve day:-, after Ea:--ter, and twelve da
 s 


* ConciI. 
eDonens. act. iv. cap. L I.WO. t Ivonis Carnot. Decret. PILI":" YI. 310. 

 In L. Omnp<; L. YII. de Fcrii,. J.i '. 111 e. tit. 12. 
 ('ond:. Turcn. XII. c. It;. 
, lIbt. dl" Feh.s tlc I'E
lhl'. -, Joan. Devot: Instilut. C:mouic. II. Y. 1. 
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aftpr "Thit..untidp.* Thp time' for oppning thr parliament of Paris u
 to be 
after 
t. 
rartill allli aftl'r Ea"kr; aUlI I hlt.he":lIe gi\'e
 thi..; Tl'n
.HI, that the first 
king
 of France u:-:t,,1 to dc\"ot · tll(' t'prillg of the) e.lr to [l...t iug, l...aring !'-\.'rmou", 
yi:-iting prisoners, amI uther works propel. for Lent: tlW:i provi(ling {c,r the health 
of tlwi!" 8(\u1..: wll('rpa..., thr autumn wa
 th. '.1;0;011 fit for hunting, am} other ('x- 
ercises which mini:-teret.l to th heJIth of the ho(Iy. t The oM })arliamcnts of 
Xormamly 11....('<1 to hrmk up on the ]1"ri(by hefc,rl' Palm Sllntby, :1IH] not rueet 
agaill till tllf' 'I"luby afrpr Qua..iull()(1o. Tn lil.:l' malllH'r, frolll the Frit1:1)" before 
P<,nt<.'C(R,t till the l\Ionday nth'r Triuit
., mlt) from twu .Iay., hefur' Chri:-.tma,:; till 
the t1:1.r afi<>r the Epiphany, there "as n ( ...,'}tiull uf ;llllm...in . ....t 
It W.L'i t...pecially cujoillCtl hy ('()uucil...., that lliCU awl WOIlll'1l !--f'\r\
llt'i, as we11 
as all who arc eng:
J"('(l in an)" bhor, 
hoult) ha\'e rl'mi....ion-; of tllt'ir ta..:ks, ill 01'- 
(It'I' that the ,,"IIt)ll' ppople might ha\"e l'qual opportunity of :--en'ing G()(1.
 That 
the filith and ell'\"otioll ofthl' bit)" (.orn.....pnnth'(1 \\ith th..c'C..('lt':--ia....tieal antI cÏ\.i1I('g- 
i..latioll in this n':--p('('t, we have 
ti1l, in .Englalltl, an intel'(' "tiug proof in the cu:)- 
tom of g-ivin
 Chri4mas gifts; whidl pr(...t'nts to (1t'p('n(]pu1s WPI"(' formerly repeat- 
(.tI at all the grpat fe..ti\"al
, rOl. thcy originat('() in tllt
 ('harity of ma:oötpr...., who (I..sir('cl 
that tlu.'ir H'l"\'ants amllahol"l'I'S lIli
ht iuclulgt' thpir .1('votioll:--, am] fulfil their oh- 
li:;ati.)n...., hy a 'voting tlIP ' 
l....on.; to thc car' of thl'ir I-oul..;, fn"l'lt'uting the !-al'- 
ramenb:, and a.......i::>ting at the ofTk'('., iu th ' ('11llr<'h, antI at the f-ame time invoh'e 
th..ir f.'1mi1il'
 in 110 inj11l'y hy ('3u..ihg an int.'rruption to their \\age... 
In the )"('ar 1 
-t:>, \\ a..; l,uri('( 1 i 11 t'It'(.lhil'J"(''':, a mona
t ('ry of Ci...tc-aux, a pions 
1"l'ignior, de TInmi11y, who (h\"t'lt at HOll1i11Y-:o-Ul'-
ilH', "f\\"hmll it i::i related in the 
c.lJartpr
 of that ahh(.y, that, (ll1rin
 a tim' of !!rt'at filluine', a..:...istillg' on Eaoö:tc1' (by 
at the divine om .. c)f thi:o' gn.at olclllnity, 3m) b 'l'ing that thc g..eatl"..t part of the 
inhahitant.. wCI'e Ill'ithl'r pr":'l'nt at ma..-; nor \"('''1''''''', lit. ill'luir('(1 th.. 1't'a,011 of!-llt.h 
('omlul't ; wlU'n he W:l" toltl that, llrgl'(1 hy tlU' (.\.tr..nH' n('('l':-...ity of thc filillilll', 
th(')' had beell {'on:-:tl'ainl...1 to go illlO th 'lU'ighb(will;; plac't...; to l
'g- alll1
. lIe wa" 
!;rt'atly aÆ'('(Pfl :It thi..., on two a('('(mnt
: fir
t, that thi... eby !-llOulci h. I'I"O(anc'(1 ; 
anti !"(.(.ontlly, that tIlt' punr !'hould !--uffi'r slleh ()i....tr......:. TIIt'f(.f(,rp, that tlH')' might 
IIC\'CI' again he ohligp(1 to I('a\'(' the elnll't'h on J-:a:--t('r day to 1w
 1m ael, hc gave 
the fe'nths ofROlnilly, which were in hi:"! PO";:-:f':o:...ion.., to du' .\hlw)" of
t'dhien'''', on 
c'olltlitiou that c\"('ry J:a..tl'r Sllutla)" tlae mouk.::; !otllOulel e1i..tl'ilmtl' hre:uI to earh of 
the inhahitant.... of TIolllilly, ...,) that no onc :"!hou1t1 f('('C'i\'t' It:o-. than four or fivc 
poumì:o, oftIw he...t ",llite hn.atl, but till' poorC'st we'}"t' to 11:l\'l' :-('\'('n Ol' C'i.rht poulle1.. ; 
which ùistrihutioll coutinup,] to he mal1e till thl' 
t'llf'ral ovprthrow of the in..ti. 
tntiono;; in Fr.wrc. In Ii1
P maJIIU'I", in the ChUl'C'h of St. 
fa
e1alC'n, at Troy..", 
cn'ry Sunday in the )"P.\1", thc poor, who wcrc ("'ll1t.t1 hy rotc one aft,'1' the other, 
used to r<'CCivc a 1"imilar allow:mf'Caftl'r hi
h ma:-:...., ill pur:,uanccoffhe foulldation 
of :Kicola.::; Faï and I:-\3bella, his wife, in 1 :>:1-1.11 


· }(ontf'il, ITi!;t. r1l!
 Francais. III. 
t Coutumc s 1111 Pit)':> el Dnchc dt, 'linn mùÏl'. 
I Dc:sgucrrois, lIi...t. dll DiI)Ct.
., tie TIII
 l!!, :\:)-1. 


t .\ lit iqllilcz .h.c; YilJ. ,1. J. mf'f', T. 
27. 

 ConcH. .\.UU.li.iU, 1. c. 27. 
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""ith rpganl to thc ('('c1esia
ti("al obsen 9 ance, let us pause here to remark th
 wis- 
.lom alul :uhnirabJt. litllc,s oftlw ill...til ution of octave:-:, or the :;cttillg apart cight (la)"i 
durillg whil'h the my:-tery of the fl':,ti,'al contillu,..l to bc eomnH.'1ll0ratt'.1. """0 

hall rl
oice during :-;('\"en day:,," says I Iugo de St. Vietor, "anel (In thc cighth we 
shall terminate the solemnity."* 

bry 
[agdalen rcmaine(l at the 
cpnl('hre even aftcr the' di:.;c-ipks hacl (le1'art- 
eel: :-tiII :,he !'too(l there wceping. TllPn we read 
llP 
toope(l, awllflok(..l into the 

epull'hrl\. "C'prtainly," :;aYð St. Gregory, ":,1)1' had beforc 
('en that it '\as ('mp- 
ty ; :-he had before allllOUIll'ed that the body of the Lor( 1 had bccn taken a \\ ay. 
"9hat is thi:-.:, then, that :,he should again 
t.oop down a11d look in ? '
 'd alllanti 
!'elllel a:-p('xi:-.::,e non 
uffieit. t' " 
SO W
 it with the hlithful people on the yearly commemorations of the Church 
during the mi(ldle ages. For thcm it was not cllough to havc lookcd but oncp : 
they remained at the 
epulchre. Again, our Lor(I, aftcI' his })3.j:...ion cuntinue.l 
with hi:i di:-:ciples during forty òay:" 
peaking c(1l1cerning the kingdom uf God. 

\l'("onlingly, it was 1110:'1. natural that, in subscqtlt'nt agt'-:, wllPn his re:-:1I1'rpction 
was commemorated, men ôhould de:;ire to dl'1ay fm' some time in the contemplatiun 
of :,ueh a :sulemnity : thl')" continued, then'forc, in 3!':-.:embly, apart from the" orl(l, 
con
oling and confirming each other in the :supernatural life of faith, joining in 
melodious 
ongs, bidding tlae Queen of :ílea,'cn rt:joice, awl inviting the 
ons awl 
daughtl'r
 of men to contemplate e,-ery minute cir('um..;tanee which attendecl the 
triumph of the cc1c:,tial IGng, the I\:ing of Glory. During tlu:'<.;e f'ix mo-:t holy 
day.... which f(,lIowed the Pa!'ehal !'olenmitie:" let no man, 
ays 01)(' ('oUl)('il, darl' to 
pf'rform any servile wurk, but let all together unih.d, indulging in hymn.., (lemon- 

tr:lte the ardor of their perseverance in daily f'acrifice....! Let tl)('\ wholc wed..., 
fwm the day of the rf':'UlTection till the next RUlHlay, 
ays another council, he 
!'pent in the-churches in p
alms anc1 hymns, !"piritual f'ongs, offeru1 up ill gratituclp 
to Christ, and in attentio11 to the holy Scriptun.:-; awl to the {'l'leh....ltion of the' di- 
vine mysteries; and let nu one, ..luring thu::;e day:" 
cel\: any other :-:,pedac1e.
 c."" e 
Pl'c:"cribe," f'ay the Fathers of the council of )laye11('e, in the Yl'ar 813, "that, 
during the Pa:"chal week all wor1.\::o; :-.:honh1 ('cast', although, after the fifth feria, it 
:,ha11 be lawful to plow or 
ow, or (h'e:,s ,-ine;o:."1! During the cntire octa\ge, the 
Pa...chal offices were cpJebratec1 with the =,,:lme :'plcndor a:i on the day of the reSUIT('('- 
tion. "Pa::;chalis die
," 
ys .Amalarius, bi:ö:llOp of:\!etz, who flou
'i..l1l'd in the lwgin- 
. f I . I . 1 .. 1 . 1 1 t ,.... 
mg 0 t 1e mnt I century, qUI per 
eptem ( n's quasI unus t H':; ee 
 ):':1 IIr. Q 
In places of (1('('line and dpf'olation, when a mutilation of tl)('
c t5olelllnitil's had 
LecolUP indi
pensahlf:', there are affi.ctin
 proof.., of the regret with which they 
were abandollc(1. Uising out of tht' rllins or' Pae:-:tum amI of Capaccio, which lat- 
ter city h
HI been built from the ruins of the former, and d('
troyecl Ly Fredprie 


* Im;tit. )[ooa9t. Sprm. XXXI. 

 Concil. Trullan. c 66. 


t Horn. XXV. in: Evang. t ConcH. 
[.ltisc. II, c. 2. 
I C. 3ft Lih. de Ord. .\nliphonarii. 
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11. in the 
ïal" 1
11, \\11('11 tIll' Cntmt off"ap:u'('io :--it1pd ,\ith Inn()('pnt 1\"., 

tanJ:i an 311('il'lIt aJ1tlnohle Ha...ilic.l, \\ hu...c wall;:, art' formed "ith th. anti'l'lc 
lllarbl,.
 of Pat'...tUIll. Thc 
u'rl'd ,.('0,..... 1
 mltl \'f
tmf'nt..; of thi:; dmr<'h :lrp rr. 'Npd 
iu thc (,hnn.h off't. Pdt'r of Capa('pio, tIt(' hi...hnp :1IH1 (':lI1on
 h:1\"iu!; bt"t.'u di
- 
l'eu...,.,1 from )"p...i(Il'llt.c on thc tlt.....trn<'tioll of thpcÏty, thc N'C heing \"irtlially tran..,- 
fi'I"I"'"1 to Diana, alHI thp C:1I1011
 (li...pcr::.('(l thrnu.rh \"ariolL'i towns of tIll' dio('(....p, 
))
. ('omm:uul of 
i,Xt1I... Y., "ho :h....igl1"ò fi)r rc:bon that t h ' ('ity amI all tIll' huildincr... 
hoth pIlL1ie- :mcl Pl'iv:tk, h:ll1 f:1J1PII t
fl"(':IY; that thc atnw=-,ph<'re \\.h prrni('iou...; 
tllat tlH' J"():I(I
 Jc.:uliug to it \\ (.rt. il1fp.,tf'fl h)' I'"hhpr...; :11111 ot1H'r wi('k('(1 1Ill'J), ,\ ho 
('oll('f'al,,(l tht'l1I
f'h'f" in till' nci
hh"rillg "OOI]S in on]"r to :ltt:H'
\. .....tmngpr. ; :lIul 
that tlap "h.,lc pla('(' } :111 },('('orne fll'I10plllah'(} ant] ullinhabitahle. '1'111..'1'(' )"('III:tilll tl 
in th(' ('atlH'(lral unly OIH' pri(...t mill a t-:wri...tau. X'.'.crth('J(...., the bi...hop allll 
('auon
 \\('rp hound to rc.'pair tlaitlU'I' 011 E'I:--t"I' 
rolHby, in OI"(I,'r to ('t'!<'br-.lte 
\\ith 
ol(,lIl1lity tlH'l"p. 
L'i nl ) in th.. am.i..llt (':tt}u'th:l1 of ]>:I('...tllll1, m:.t...; :.IIul 
n 'p...r.... 111 till' last ('('ntur
', 
11
0, '\t' fi ml 1-'1"a uci:-: Xa \" in' Foutana, hi...hop C1f 
C:unp.lgur, iu
titntilJl.
 in hi . C4.ulH',lr.ll a 
oll'mn 'Cl('hmtion of the diviw' my:o-1<'ril'-; 
amI Om(.( 
on thl"' 
all1e !-''('OIIII fi
tÌ\'al of the r<'!-urrt'Ction. 
This pl"otrad ion of fi....ti\"a1s !-('('II1S to tht"' lIw(l..rn
 to ha\'<, 1.<'('11 only a r('ck1('
., 
wa
tp of tinll', amI an mln'a
(Jnahlc :-u'pt'lI:-ion ofth.. ur(linary ('onr
e of (lolUu..ti(> 
:ulll 
o('i31 ()('('nIMtioll:-; hut to th.. IIH'11 (Jfth' mi(ldl" :l
('''', \\ho l.nltivatetllo.;;il.al 
Jll':.ul... :.JJHI nffi ctionah' l)('art..., a fi :-ti\"al of 1\\"1.1\".. hOllr'i t" cllmmt:.f11orat.\ any of 
till' gn'at my't,'rip..; of tla.. ('hri:-;ti:m fhith \\"onltlll:l"p h,-('n (1('1'111(',1 {.itlH'r too 11111('h 
01' too Jittlf'. Pr('
'I'\'iJl!! \\ it It :ulmirah11' tad ('oll!'<i...tl'lJ('Y in (',"..ry thillJ; r<,lativcto 
tlIP intdl('(.tnal ord"I', tIlt'" wOllltl put 1I:l"c n,k,'f) Pl.rmi,,:-iun to ("0ß)ml'II101':lt.. tlu
 
1
lul1l1atioll ofth('ir 1:tith, Il11ll'...... thf'r ('()ulcl Ita,'" ('l'1..hrat('ti it in a JU:.lIllH'r :-uitahle 
to t 1 u' a lit.... iOlls amI 1H ('........it ip..; C1f h lIIuau lIatlln'. Phi )("opIIPlos, who ['"t 110 va] ne 
111' 0 11 ('hri...ti:m tl":u1itioll
 aUtI the pl"imitin' ,"'r"lIwni('i of f:lith, mar fli-':lppro,'p 
of nIl ('Oll1lUl'lIwratin' ft....t i,'al...; but, if tll1'Y ft....] thc.:ulvantag-(' 411 III '..:...it)" of )"e'- 
tainill
 tho,(' of tlu. CatllOli(' ( 'hun.h, tlH'

 ('
lI1not with jn..:tiec c('n
ure tho
 ,,110 
\\ouM han' r('tailwll th<, f-pirit a.. \\..11 as tlU' fi)rm oftl...
e ill!ootitutioll!o.. It ('allllOt 
}.l' inj1Hli('ion
, 01" ('\"('n tH.le,...-, to pOIl,ler npon a tllt'nw f-O l1ohh', 
() ill
pil"ing. :IS 
tltp proof.; of tIlt' my:o-tpri,.s of 0111' f:lith. That ('.lI1llot he. an abu...c whieh f-l'rVl'S us 
a l)('rmi
...ion or all ill\"itatiou to tll'VO'" a ('oll:-i(lcrah1p iutf'rval uf time to fiu('h 
an ('''{('r('i!oOl'. Cpl"taillly it i.. ))ot f-u"'p,'r:...tition to 10\"(' !-t1<'h iIHlulJ!<'I1(,(" or to 1i1l
pr 
with a YÏrgiliau (.a1"l)(....tIH -i lIrolll)(l tlU' I'('('II('S alII I :--
 mhols whi(.h e,Xult the soul 
with tl)(' hn}t(':o> of an immortal p"i..:t"nl'e:- 


.. Nee vtd1.sse 8f'mcl salis c!ot ; jU,"ßt u!,'l'le morarl:' 


In f.'u.t, a
 the Church unqup...tiouahly inh.ntll'll tht....c alluiv('rsari('
 to excite 
t'Illotioll!o. corr<'spondillg, if not ('1111:11, to tho' which "oultl haye beeu caused 11)" 


· It:lJia 
.Laa, VII. 4fi.1. 
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wiull';o;:-ing the real eVt'nt, there was no other eourl;;e to adopt, but to order th{. pro- 
tl'action of tlte :ö:olemnity during a certain number ofsuccc<.:sive days; for the men 
whom the Church had to condu('t in the mi\ldle age:', whetlH'rJou con!'i(l\'r th('m 
of an h('roic or of a selfish type, were at all events, in an inten
e d('gre(',
idl'ali:-b: 
they valued a conviction infinitely more than any other po!'
e:.;:-;ion that the glory 
or inclustry of the world could pmcure tl)(,l11; ('onspqllPntly, the)" were not to be 
invited one day to commemorate the re:-urreC'tion of tlwir Lord-the pl('\Ige of tht:ir 
own resurrection, and to be tol\I on tlte nt'xt that they might resume theil' usual 
occupations, as if no such app('al had been made either to their generous fidelity 01' 
to their interested egoti:,m. 
The modern
, who regard Chri
tianity as a mere opinion of philu:,ophy, may 
argue against the observance of any commemoration or extemal de,'elopment of 
faith; but they cannot with justicE' cOlHlemn the pastors of the Churc.h, who knew 
it to consi
t in a f'eries of facts, for having been consistent in permitting their own 
principles tu produce their natural results; nor ('an any Christians call upon them 
for a mutilation or curtailmt'nt of these g"eat anniver
arie
, without betraying 
!'omething wor:"oe than a profound ignorance of human nature, a-; well ac;; a very 
erroneous conception of the original idea which p!'esidC\1 over the arraugemeni. of 
the eec1esia:;tical yt.ar. 
The:;e ob:;ervation:--., however, could only apply to the greater f(':"otival=-,; {in' wi
h 
re
pl'c.t to others, there was no octave attached to the fe:-;tival of any marl.n' hnt 
St. Lawrence, nor to that of any confes
or pxccpting to that of St. 
Iartill.* 
It was 110t merely a

istan('e of the divine my
teries that 
uffice\ll1pon the g'J'('at 
fc:;ti,'al:-:. It was np('\,!":.;ary to repair to the puhlic R<':
(,lllhlies of tI/I' faithful in 
ehurdll':-. In the time of 
t. ..\ugustil1, prie-;ts were prohibited from a\lmitlill
 auy 
one to pri\"ate lIIa

e8 on fe
tival:-;; and this prohibition was rplwut<.\1 in the year 
781 hy Theot1nlphns, hi
hup of Orlean
. By a couneil held in the 
alllP city ill 
311, it was orch'retl that no one 1"houhl celebrate }:a
tt'l' in the eountry; allll the 
Council of Pari
, ill 824, enjoins upon kin
s and nobles that tlwy :-houleInClt, on 
\la
'soffe
tinl1, a:--.
ist at the ofìÌee in the dlapels ofpala('('
, IlHlp(.c] it wa..; aIway:i 
fi)rLidden to celehrate ma!'s in dome
tic dwpel') on any of the great fi..:-;! ival
, i.illle::i.i 
in time of war, when it would be dangerou=-, to kayp t\:e wal1:,.t TIH'Y who were 
prl'
ent at the 1"acred my:.;teries on fl.!'ti,.al:" 'H're always fa
tin
 frum fooel awl 
drink. .An ancit'ut author, ill .the time of S1. "ralaric', 
ay:-:, "Th('I"(' w('rp t \\ 0 
hl'ethren, who came to him on the f('
ti\'al of the blc:-
cJ )[artin, to whom he !'aid 
in rcpmaeh, 'I wonder that you should ha,'e presumed to drink hefi)re thp :-)o}eJ1)- 
nit)' of m3:'
.' They, confe
sing their fault, demanded pardon, amI promi..('(1 to 
amend for tlu' fHl ure :" amI a council ('yen forLids prit:'sts and deacon:ö:, aUlI suL- 
lleaeons, after food and drink, "in ecclesia dum mi

æ dicuntnr 
:lI.(':"t 


* Durand. RltioD:lle, Lih. VII. 37. 
t Conci!. Anti
siod. <-'{J.D. 1!). 
 
. 


t Lcùcuf, l1ist. ùu Vil u;::,e ùe Paris, XIII. 169. 



180 


'1 0 1: Ese A T II 0 LIe I; 0 n, 


IIere I \\ouhl in,"itf> tlu,' render to ron...i(ler Ii)r :1 mnnll'nt 1.0\\ a tlwus:lml})op- 
ular eu
tolll:-. eOIllJ('('(('11 "ill. the fe
ti,'als of J"t.ligiou ('()Udl)(,( 11 to give a tOIlC of 

alll.tity amI to impart a killJ of poetic ('harm fu t1oml,.,lic life. The (1oetriuN of 
Ùith, tIm'iug the mit.ItJIe age
, :In' all prc,,;clltl'tl unlll'r tilt' light uf 1àd
, than "hi("h 
no 1111111au (""l'nts ,\ erc Illol"e rml. TIIU:--, during till' timc (If .All:::; ub, it "a.:i the 
cu
toll1, a
 iu Italy at pn
t'lIt, l()r ("'l'ry olle to ap!,1 
U. ill Illourning. ''"hen that 
gllll:--tl)" l'ra arl"i,'e:-, a tll'\"out 1ll1tltitmlt'" ]t'avl's l"'l'ry (.ity, &111(1 rl'p.l.i
 to the IwJy 
tic
.l of the tIeml, }tt..';'Lrilig lig-hh't.l tOfl. 1 1 ..., to u......i...t at Ihe Lclll't.1il.tion there gi\"(
n 
ol- 
(..Il1 II Iy. TIlt' poor, the lame, alill tilt' hlilUl, lI11't.'kly am) in 
il('1I('(', lillc tl1 ' way"', 
Hlul alm:- an' bl"gdy giVl'll to tlll'rn. \.ft('l" thl' uffi('l.', each falllil
. vi:-it., ib an
- 
tr.LI tomh, :uul pmy
 itlr till' :--uul... of its II1l'lI1hcrsdl'partl'tl. .All IIll'! "hat tear... 
thell HI"l'am ftll,th at till' a\\ ahl'l1t tlll1l'mory of tIlt' pion... :--ou, the :tflt,t,tiouate l-i,t4'.', 
till' faithfnll)rotlll'r, the rt'w'n'lul pan'nt, a1111 uf thl' al1gt.lic :-.pou
'! .\11 that 
uig-ht th.. L,'ll!ol of the dmrt'he:- ;,ulll lUoll
tcril':) 
'na forth a 1'o01t'1Il11 pt.
a1. ] n 
ml' 
pla('('.... a... at JbYl'lI'\., in ('OIl
('lpll'l)('e of till' atnl1l'lIf'C (If tIlt' p('oplp, thef(' was the 
fi,i.' of the dl'.Ll1.* nurill
 the wlwh' uf Lillt, 
1)('t
ta('ll'S of amu:--elUent cea"'P41, 
nml all :-.pll'1ll1itl attire '\:h bid a...idl', to be 1"c....ul11l't.l unl
' at the l)a...('hal fl'...ti,'aL 

i.!!I""l)fjoyful;.LtTl,('tioll "ere lllutunlly gÏ\.l'n oil gr(':.lt anui,'cr--aric..o:. On Ea...tt-r 
(b
., the llOl.r father at ltollit', hefofe l..'c1ehmting Ju;.
.., li....t.-; the c.;.u,tlilJal
. prt'bt4 " 
..1. 1 olhl'r:o. of hi
 hou
l'laoltl, "':lying, a.
 he 
alutb them, "
urrt.'\.it norninll" '"I'rt' ;., 
tu ,\ hi('h thl'
' rppl)", .. Et npparuit ;:,irnoni," ami this Cll'tolU 1)I'(':1I11l' gl'm ral amollV 
the (:,ithfu1. t Popt' Pill' Y. ilult't'f) [(111)(1 it lJ('('p...;sLry to ...i
ni(,' among' a1.n:- s 
;.L dl-torn of jm'u1:u"ity at F:I
t4'r in the \"ef.\' t'hurch, which gave ri
l' to the eXlu'L-- 

ioll, "l:i...u..., OJ" fillmla P:.,(.l.ali,:' 
TIll' t'l"IIl Pa'l'h illllt'focl ('3l11l' to :-il!ni(\' (','pr"\' joyful fl'a...t; 
() that, (""t'll in the 
Homan ol"\lt'r, \\e 1"(',1<1 of till" Pa._...cli of the El'il'lwn)", tIll' Pa...eh of Pl'lIIl'('()
t. 
_\t Pari:, it \\:L
 the ('u...tOIl1 ftlr the 
iJn'r:o.Uliths to pruvi(Ic the UlO:,t ('0...11)" "'el"- 
,"jet' of pIatf" fut. tJIl' hanl{lIet gi\"('u to the 
i('k poor ill till' 1 To...tcl Dicu 011 I:a::tef 
da)".t 111 hol)' Wl't'h, print'<''i ()J"(lail1l'll that pri
on:o. !'JlOuhI he op(,lJ('(l, :111<1 p:u'tlon 
grant('ll t.) criminal..., al\ll in:-oln'lIt lll'1>tllr:-. (li
(.harg('I1. bt. Chry
o
torn I':L)"
, tl.:lt 
the Emperor TIll'odo
iu.. 
t'llt Icttl'r
 uf remi '..ion to tIll' citil'-; it)r the d3)"S pn.'(.("(I- 
ill
 F:I:,tt...,
 a l"1l...tolH \\ Ilil'h "a.. oh...t'rn'll hy hi8 !'ll('t. p ...,or..., \\ ho, as 
t. Leo the 
(
reat f-a
',,;, lI1
ull' tilt' ahillUl(' of tht'ir PO\\"('I' jo:toop in honor ofdl(" pa
..ion 
11)(I rt.- 
8111.r('ctioll of C'hri
t, and tf'IIII)('fld tll(' 
l'\'('rit
 ofthl'ir Ia\\=-, (Im'iug the t1ay
 on 
whieh the \\ orld "a
 rt'tlet'm(>(l, in or41t'r to imitate the divinc mcn'
 ,II [n Frall('p, 
in thl' 
e"l'l1th ('I'lItIlI"Y, tit:... ('lbtom was al
o in (Of('('. 
llh
I'tlU(,ntly, the 
me 
illdnlgent'l' "as g.'antl'll Oil the (lay:oo. prt't'Cdiug Chri,tma... allll "'hil
l1ntidc. :'Le 
HClY dt' l'_\nmôuc" was a popular f....ti,.ity in"'lituÍt'(1 in the lIillth l'clltury, in ('0111- 
memoratiol1 of the Iibcmlities of ll'J:-on lin(f' of HUI'(f'l1Il1h.. }:'"el"\' ycal" aftef 
, Þ. .. J 


· PI liquet Essais lIi"t. "'lIf ß"Yt'lIx. cia. ::8. t Dllrnutlus Hati(1unlt., I ih. YI. ('. Sß, 

 Du Clu'slH'. .\ntiC}uité7 (]4'S \"j11cs de FralJce, J. 

. 

 l1omiJ. in )b
lI. ITC'hdllm. I 
l'r. ..:L 
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high ma

 on E:t:4t'r 
ronday, the magistratc') U:-- d to ch'clarc the name of the 
l'itiJ'cll tllat Lc
t dc:--crved to ue prociailllctl "Kill!; uf 
\ll11s." The king elect 
(amI what carthly killg uught 110t to have cllvietl hil11?) wa.., thcll erowncJ, and 
condud:cJ to the pri:::on, where he l.a(l the pri\?ilege of delivering t \\"0 pri
oners. 
Then he maòe a &olel11n di
tl'iLutiun uf the royal alms; after which, a public 
Jinuer closea the festivities. 
""'ho ('an de
erihe tile gl'andeur of that triumphant march on Palm Sunday, 
wben the ai
les of cllllrche:--, and even the 
trcets of cities, secm a moving wo<xl ? 
In 
paill it i.s a custom ill schools for the scholars to b"3ther the palms, and 
form them into a variety of beautiful shapc.s, representing chm'cbc.c; and cæ::tlls) 
011 ('ach of which is a cro:-=> and an image of our Saviour. The hoy who has gained 
the prize at cxamination, i,.; tlll'11 appointed to preceùe the rest, aUlI the 
tuùcnts 
ill a Lotly form a part of the puLlie 
f)leuJll proee
..:ioll. 011 the !"ame day, the 
clergy of XÚtL'e Dame, in Paris, u:::.ed to make a ::;tation before the pri::;on of the 
Petit Chatclet, while the ecclesiastic who wa
 fir:,t in dignity ('l1t('rell thp prison anti 
delivered a pri:o::oner, who then followed them i11to the eboil' of the metropolitan 
church.* 
""'e find Ilolloriu::; II. granting, in the year 1217, to Flilco, hishop of Paris, and 
to his :-;ucce
ors, the right of proceeding ill the procession on Palm Sunday anù on 
Eao:ter )[olllbr, mounte<lon a whitl' llOr:o::e.t 
.At Florence, the famil)' of the rani I.a<l the privilege of appointing one of its 
member::; to kindle the new fire on IIoly baturday in the church. in eOllillll'IllOl"a- 
tion of the heroic piety of a knight of that family who followed Godfrey ofBouil- 
1011 to Jeru::;alem, from which he brought back sacrell fin-.! 
The answer recorded of the ble,,::,ecl Benedict lllay han' becn the origin ofnc::ingo 
the word "Pa::-,C'h," to 
ignif)' any happy event,
 as in Fralll'c' the word "no..-I;' 
or "requies dei," whieh tlenoted Christma:;, wa:-; Lecome, as everyone knows, the 
common err of popular rejoicing. .At Rheim:-:, the chilùrpn of the dlOir uscd to 
be <lrl:,:o::pd to r('prc
ent angel"ì appearing to the :-:hephenl:-;. nirt1
 were h.t to fly 
100:-;e in the dlllrcll, to repre:,ent the liherty which men werp to enjoy when dcliv- 
eJ from the :-hwery of the demon by the hirth of our Saviour.1I 
The nativity of our Lo.'(1 wa
 a:':o'oeiatcd with a multitude of incidents which 
rendered it peculiarly dear to the inJ:.lgination of the people :- 


"
\nd well our Christian sires of old, 
Loved, when the yeur its COU!"bP had rol1\I, 
And brought blithe Christmas back again, 
With all Lis hospitable tram: 
Domestic alld rc]j
ioll" IÏte 
Gave honor to the holy night. 


· Lebeuf, TIist. du Diocese de Paris, Tom. I. IV. tIta1ia. Sacra, Y. 1098. 
t Id.. Ill. 8., 
 )hbilouii, \Ct. 
\nB1et. 407. 
I Anquetil, TIist. ùe Rheims, Lib. IY. 103. 
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On ChrJ,tmlh lIighL<; ti,e heH, "HC rUDg. 
On l"hri,tlJlIl" lIi
lIt the 111:".. WIL." lIung; 
That only ul
ht in ull till' ,} CIU' 

a\\ the ,-tll!t'II pric:o.t the cbaJice rear. 
Thl.u vvcu\l \\hlt: tbe Larou's haU 
To vUSbuJ, ten'lIIt, 81'rf aud bll: 
.\Jl ]ulil'd \\ hh unrontroll'cl ctcli
ht. 
.\nd 
I lIl'r.ll \ lIiel , t.,(' b',PP,} night. 
That to thl. eottn
c or the ero", n 
Drought tidi', S v1 !)',lvtitiou down." 


Sreplu'n Pa
'lnier Illt'lltioll": that it wa
 the ('u...tom in his youth, every evening 
all through _\.lh'cnt, to 
ing l':trolsjn huu()rofl)ur
l\'iour.* Jhuingthat " ...nn, 
in England, the \\ ait:.:c, \\ hill' nIl otllt'r lIll'n tool,. their 1"est, wandered singing 
h)'lUns in the 
trccts i anll on tilt' L.t.......,,,1 niglH, en'ryone kl'pt "ntel. like the 
hcp- 
herds, while min:,treli ehantt'C.l Chri:--[lua:i ('.trol..., the ..illlplieity and tl:llùcr1Jc--s of 
which were svmetime:; aÙlllirable, as in the VCf:oo(',- 


"lit.. neither sh811 be born 
In hom:('n nof in bn]], 

 Jr iu thc pJ.tcc fir P,u'aùfse, 
Hut in nn o'('s stnH; 
lie UcitJll r 
utill he rock'd 
In 8ilver nor in gllM, 
But in a \\ oCKlclI cmllll', 
That rocks 011 tbe nwuh1:' 


In Ù1C..'''C ancient carols the people of cach to\\ n or yill3ge u5e(1 to be repres 
nte(1 
making tl1<' offi'riu
 of whatever ht....t ohjf'('t tlJ('Y p\1:"'
l:-:"NI for the illfilllt ì":lViOl1r 
and the hll'
"'l't.l )lary. Thl1', in the ".:\uëI J " puLIi:--hl't.l by Ld>euf, hcginning 
with "Lt.. BOU..gl.oi:-,.... .1.. Chartrt....," th,. author 1"PPrc.-,eut.... th' jnhaLit:lIlto; of 
Chartres, )[ontllu!ry, amI uther villagc:), cuming to the ::,tablc uf llcthleh
IU antI 
making tlll,ir oßèrings :- 


"VOIl8 Cussil'1 vu vcnir to\18 ceux de FRint Yon, 
Et ccux de Dl'('tigny apportnnt d II pois.,oll: 
I L'S LarbcÜ\lX ct g1\nloll9, anguiJ]t..s ct l'arpeUc8, 
Etoicut â Lou warc!Jé, ct au

i le
 pcrchcttc.s."t 


The Iti...tory of the )fa1!i ami of the SIll'plH'n.l:i had ehann('(] the winter pn.ning... 
of every ÚlInily. The Pilgrim and the IlL.d Cro... Knight ha(1 gi,'cll their moving 
comnwntary, and tle:,<,ribed \\ hat tra(,p:i they had heheld 111 Pale..;tine of that pious 
journey. Then, when th'
 romantic I"(..
'ital
 hall ('n('hauted many a young heall, 
the night wouM hring with it bl,........p(1 tlr('am., of hright :lngel... h.llanein
 nhO\"(' 
the cradle, with their hlue wings 3ml 
()Iden hail', ami rohp whitl' as the 
now. 
The long de
ir('(1 hoUl' at la:o;t nrriv('(I, :11)(1 tl1<' ehnrch npt'Il('(1 hel' iruluhrcncf's li)r 
tho

 who 3!-'sisted at the ma
s of lilidnight. ""hat an impl"(>

i\'e thing thcn to 


· Recherche de la France, Lib. Ill. 16. 


t lIist. du Diocese de Pari8, Tom. XI. 289. 
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behold cities awakened and risin
 up, like one man, to hasten thither I 'Vhat an 
impressive thing to behold, a:;
elllbll.d in tllC church, the wilei throng of those eter- 
Dal wanderel1:i, half astronomer:-" half l:iurcerers, (for the terror they inspired was 
not confined to Briè)* the shepherd:-; of the plains of Languedoc, of the Cevenncs, 
of the Pyrenees, those who in Estrama<lura, Kavarre, anù Arragon, with no other 
companions but the stars in their solitmlp, perp(.tuate the A
iatic life, tbe life of 
Lot 3mI .Abraham, those whom we find in Italy also, clad in the skins of beasts, 
carr}"iug nothing with t
lelU but their rustic inf'truments of music, on tlu' ..\pcn- 
nines, the plains of Apulia, and over the Campagna of H.ome, walking in all the 
liberty of the antique wodd ! '. These now wel'e objects of edification in the clmr- 
ches, and of wOllller as they strayed along the streets of Rome, '!adrid, Toulouse, 
and Barcelona. . Evel'y where, over the obscure plaill
, al(lll
 the ocean 
hores, 
amidst forests and mountains, glared the torch of the nodUl'nal pilgrim, who made 
his way murmuring the names of Jesus and 
Iary. On that hle:):jt..J. night, nIl the 
churches in Christendom, from the Basilica of St. )Iary 
L'ljor, to the Chapel of 
the Poor IIermit in the 'Yildel"lle!':!':, united their voices to repeat the joyful "AI- 
leluja, Christus natus est noLis," and the song that so moves the soul-"Venite 
adoremu
." , A thousand local and incidental charms were often added, according 
to'the tender piety of the people.. St. Francis, on one occasion, being near the town 
of Grecio celebrated the festival of the Xativity within an ancient portico, in a 
stable, in whieh were an ox and an a:-;..:, and figures representing our Lord and his 
blessed mother and Joseph.', Thc friar
 were more numerous than the inhabitants 
of the place; but the peasants of tbe neighborhood came thither with pipes and 
rustic inf-'trmuents, on which they played before the stable, so that all night long 
the 
UlTolll)(Iing mountains resounded with their harmony. It wa<i on this night 
that ;:,1. Francis, after the gospel, preaching to the people, was unable through ten- 
derne
s to prOlJOunce the adorable name, and 
poke of the Infimt of Bethlehem. 
An effect of this night was the conversion of.John de Grecio, who renounced chiv- 
alry and the polUp
 of the worM, to take up his cross with Francis.t It is wor- 
thy of remark that even the infidels in l>agan lands, and the wild race of outca
f:8 
who wander over Europe, arc mo\'ed by a certain vague traditionary or instinctive 
reverence for that night. It is said that multitudes of the tribe entitled Bohemians, 
or gipsies, a...:,emble every year, on Christmas eve, on Salisbury l>]ain. S1. Au- 
gustin had remarked thi:) phenomenon, and had observl'd that "the celebrity of the 
Pa.-;ehal vigil throughout the whole world compeHed tho:-,e to watch in fle:;h, who 
in head, I do not 
ay," he cries, "sleep, but are buried in Tartarean impiety. 
Therefore," he continues, "we are admonished even by our enemies unintentionally, 
how we should watch for ourselves, when, 011 account of us, they who envy us 
watch. }
or of those who have never been consigncù under the namc of Chri:,t, 


. Le P. ]e Brun. IIist. de Superstition, -Tom. I. 80S. 
t Lea Chroniques des Freres Mineurs, Lib. 1. c. 95. 
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there are many who, on that night, cannot :;l('t'l).-:-,ome through gri(.f, others 
through shame j other:, again \\hu 
Jil1 to apprual'h tu\\ar
 faith, ami whu arc 
pre\Tented from sleepiug h}" the fe.lr of God."* nut \\ hi Ie thi:i coutinu
 true, 
iutolerance or cowardicc, ill mü(lern time:-., ha\'e a\"ailed thl'm-..eh.eg of the bcoff'i 
of herc
)' to tll'pri\"e a Christian l)('uple of a happiue
 which the Tl1rhS do nut 
refn!o'o to tllC Catholics of Constantinople. 
The nlUdl'I'llS EL 'Ill tl) rebran] Christmas night 
 the mo:-,t perilous of all those 
in the year, amI the 1I10:-;t di...temperec.1. In the middle abrcs it \\a..i thought that 
. 
the nights were at that 
e:'1...;on whole:--ollll', amI that nothing Jlad power to harm, so 
]101)" alltl 
o hl(.....'-t'C.I w:.1.':) the tinll'. Then wcre :'l":"OCiah,t1 in the imagiuati(\n of 
JOllth the S:ll'rt'(] 
leIDniti('s of the Clmrch, her bright altar:-;, una her saintl)' cn. wd 
of faithful adorer:--, with rides through fo
ts re,owldillg to the roar of fallli:,llt
-1 
\\OIVl
, and the cros....;ing of mi(lnight torl'l'nt.... It W:.1...; the contT"
l:.;t uf t'ommunioll 
und dl,
lation--(lflll'avt'll amI (.arth. TIm.. \\e n
uI in the 
piritual Y' u
.ago or 
Dum John Je Palafox, hi.::,hop ofO
ma, whidl i:--the fruitofa curate':; llll.'Jitationon 
the llight of Chri
tllla.", prc\Oious to binging' matin:,.:-"Thcn we walked oycr moun- 
tain
 co\"cl'C(I with 
now, alltl tlu"Ough fearful rocks j and the (hrkne---; of the night 
often pn'v('ntl'C.I me from f-cein
 Ill)' guide. 
\.ntl I ":lid, '.Ala..! my good angel, 
what roads arc thl':--.O? The night which wa.-; 1'0 delightful to me in the stable 
where our Lord r('I)():'t'C.I, is now bt..'Comc Vl'ry terrible,' "-
l 
ymbolic c'"{pression 
of a general truth j for when onc tu
 from the church amI the altar tu the naked 
world oyer which the blight of incrl'(Iulit.r h:'L-; p.l
:-;cd, one fl.acls like 
\l1a11l \\heu 
ubout to leave I>aradi::oe,- 


- If .\11 plfLc('s else 
Inhospltab]o appear, and dcaolfLte, 
:Xot kno\\lng us, nor kno\\n:" 


'Vcl1, indeed, migllt the church appt.'ar a tlc1ightful place 011 that h}ess<.J Jlight 
when the altar, illuminated with a budden splendor, proclaiDll.J in 
ymLol the hal)- 
l)yday which had ri:-;en upon the \\orl(1. X()thin
 was C\'l'lI wanting that could mId 
JH:
c::oty to tho solemn 
ccne in the e:-;timatioll Ofllll'1I uf :'l'cubr miml:o;. Emperors 
and kings claimed a.-; their privilege the honor of reaùing the 
'ventll 
I1, 
which records the decree of Cæ..;ar _\ugl1
tl1
. 
Nor did poeh'y and art, and the domestic musie, df'ri\"e l<.ss advant:lge from the 
other festivals of the )"ear. " That of Corpus Chri:-;ti was un o('(':'L..;ion of adorning 
the c"'ttel'ior walls of housc:; with beautiful paintings and imager}". The streets of 
populous cities were made fragrant with oJorifcrou
 
hruLs, while the e) e was re- 
freshed with leaves and garlands, and mingll..J I'".lin of herh
 allli flowpr:i j :.LIul 
every domestic heirloom of rare amI co:-;tlr device wa.. hrought forth to hail the 
l
gc of the King of lIcaven. The margins of rivers, the sloping lawnb, and 
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tIle !)lains of waving corn that undulated like a mighty sea under the western 
breezc, now wondered at the unaccustomed brightnes5 of the cross amI banners, and 
at the melodious chants of men who, instead of wandering over the earth like a 
race cursed ofheavell to pur:'lle its innocent creatures, now, like angels mild, walk- 
ed in peace with nature. 
Thus en
ry where in thi:; nether world, a., formerly in Paradi
e, the descendants 
of Adam could frequent with worship, place by place, where God vouC'll:-;afed !u'es- 
ence divine and among their earthly (lwellings seek his bright appearances. 
'Vith re:-:pect to the popular fe...tivals a::;
ociated with thoc;,;e of the Church, and 
perpetuated by the general attachment of the people, if on the page of hi:-:tory they 
f'houl(l seem ah:mnl and indecorous, men should consider how many things they 
are them:-oelves in habit of witnes
ing without surprise or offence, which if coldly de- 
scribed in future ages, win mo:,t certainly appear in a supreme degree ridiculous. 
In the midtIle ages, as l\Iichelet beautifully observe
, the Church and people 
were the same thing as mother and child. Both were void of distrust: the moth- 
er wished to suffice to her child. She accepted him without reserve. The Church 
did not grow angry at the popular dramas attached to some of her high festivals. 
She allowed even the beast as well as the man to be re-establi
hed. The humble 
witnes:i of our Saviour's birth, the faithful animal whose breath warmed him an 
infant in the manger, who bore him with his mother into Egypt, who led him 
triumphant into Jerusalem, had also part in the joy. "Thy should one blush for 
llim? The Saviour was not a:;hamed of him. In later days, indeed, the Church 
was obligeJ to impose silence on the people; but in the fh'st centuries of the mid- 
(lIe agf'5, what 113rm wa:; there in all that? "
ho does 110t love that trait in the 
diameter of the blessed }"rancis, when he so ingeniously seeks some reason in the 
history of the sacred event commemorated, for imparting to an the creatures a 
share in the joy of the Christian festival? "Omnis creaturæ aliquid habet homo," 
wa::; the remark ofGregOl)" the Great; and, independent of that consideration, to 
judge by the 10\'e and tenderne5
, and even the kind of re:"pect, evinced. for all 
animals during the middle ages, one might suppose that men had concluded, from 
the words of the apostle, that the benefits of the Christian mysteries were not 
confined to the creatures who participated in the intelligence of angcl:-;. 
The puerile solemnities on the fe=-,tival of St. XichOlaS' of the boy bishop, though 
prohibited 80 early a::; in the :rear 127-1, by the synod and bishop of Salzbourg,* 
were, after all, an innocent, and even perhaps frequently an edifying nsage. On 
the eve of the Holy Innocents, the child bishop and his youthful clergy, in little 
copes, and with burning tapers in their hand:o:, went in procession, chanting ver- 
sicles, made some prayers before the altar, and sung complill. By the statute of 
Sarum, no one was to interrupt or preS8 upon the children during their procession 
or .ervice in the cathedral, upon pain of anathema. This ceremony existed, not 
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on1y in oollegi3U> ('huJ"('h
, Lut in almost ('vt'ry pari:.:h. It i
 :,uppo...c'(l that the 
anllivcr
lry Illont('m at Eton, which 1I
'(1 to he (,'dC'hratpd in Willh'I', b only ß 001"- 
ruptioll of thi
 cC'remoll
', \\ hieh for om"C at lea
t, d ,'rves a Jignity in history, 
from having !x't'n 
upp
=,,-
l hy the edict of Hcnry ''''III. 
At tho rrc)(
!'ion of 'ri('h:U'lma
, in honor of 
t. )[i('h:u.l, maùe hy a confr-a.. 
ternity at Pal'is, tlll'ro U
t'C.l to be a r(-'p
entation of nng('l
 and c.:Jt.lIlon
, amI 

[OIltf'i1 remarks that a Falutary (.fI('('l was pro<hu,"t"<l upon the surrounding Innl.. 
titud(', by the spt'Ctac1e of the grrot 
.llan('(', "hich ::;t. )fichad 810\\ I Y agitated 
with n I",)lell1n noi
('. The fi,,
tival of &t. 
rartin W3.9 nn <>ec3J:ion of rejoicing to 
the po()n
t nnd mo
t oh
ure ('la
.; of 
o('il'ty ; Cor nn that tlay W3."i dwst'n Le Roy 
dpo;; Gu(.tif
, or king oC the nWlulic-.lnh.., who \Vai ullO\vt...I u r'Vt'nUo Cl'om the 
authorities of {"aeh town, rai
(...l on the markf'ts, in ordf'r to hoM his court and 
public (live
ion which Wl1..i J1'p<'1lh'll on the fil'bt clny of the year. * 
On the eye of l'Y('ry festival, the inhahitants of ('.wh pari
h wOllIa vie with each 
oth('r in hringing th
 )I10"t h.'antiCul flIlWt'
 amI the riche
t va'-C'H to llÙOfn th(' 
altar of thdr dllln'h ; so that evcn in the l)('.mtt.ous rarnitlll"e of the NU1ctllary one 
beheld an (,lllhleTIl of unity mltl f:.tith. Fi
 flalUN on all the hilb on the eve of 
St. .John, to comml'lliornte, as })ur.lllòus :-a
s, "the I)rL'Cur
or, who W38 n burning 
antI u ...hinillg light."t }<'Of 
till Was fulfìllin
 the pr('(lictiou of the ungel, 'I}:t 
multi in llativitat{' f'jus gauclf'}mnt."! Citit""i h:ul n'(''Our...
 to the 
lIllecmblem on 
tlliH occa."ion. The fire in tho l)hu 'J " Grèvc, ut Pari
, 1l'..t...1 to he lightc<l solemn- 
ly by the governor of Paris j ana FOIllctim ". evell th. king, accompanied by the 
prinN'S 311(1 all the principal mngj
trat' of thc city, would take torches, and light 
it \\ith thpir own }1ancl
.
 
ro the pod, hO\\l'v('r, the 1"01en1l1 wood
 and the LalJ 
top of d('
olate mountaini wouM "'t'eln a more appropriate f;C(>ne for thiH wild but 
touching ru:mif
3tion ofa Tcncral fL'Cliw r , which rt.'(M.lII::i the ::,iwple enjoyments of 
the primwval world :- 


"Interea, quo<l fly]va glabm ('hI. quod cespitc vertex 
Dccah I\to horrct; damnn. "I'd Ilpta, puto. 
SoctUTnOS nnm Lic Ipsc locus m:tg
 quadrat ,ul Ignes. 
Xempe, 
uis !'Wmlwr suut bona junf"tl1 muJi" I 
IIue. canlU8 øtudiol'la cohorø, ptll.ri Iltquc puelæ 
Scanditl' ! p;LCificoa cL g]omcmte chows: 
At prius, ædiðcate pyram. Tmhe rincl1 tecum, 
Tu Virgo I trabe lu robora quunl1 puer! 
.Arida. mr)"(, Rpaliiq Inter]ucentihuo(, igni 
Nutrimenta tJute. StridaL in a1t.a rogus. '1 


At Florence on St. John's eve, the f'xtf'rior of the va....t cathedral, anf1 of the 
ba})ti:;tery adjoining, aro iIlulllinatt.-d at the expensc of a confl".ltcrnity oflJious lay- 


· 'rn.rcban
, Tristan, V. 40. t Rationale, I.ib. VII. c. 19. 

 Duchesne. .\ntiquitéz òes VilJes dc Francc, Tom I. 62. 
I Joan. ßiselii, Dcliciæ Æslatis. Lib. I. Eleg. 24. Ign
. JonnDæi. 


t Luc. 1. 14. 
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men; and the !)oor marincrb on the Adriatic behold the illuminated dome of Loretto 
glittering on the mountains during the Bight of our hlc!-'.'\ed Lady's fl.::Itival. 
Lo, what a contrn:-;t between the two !'ocietie
, however minute IlIay he the de- 
tail in whieh we invt'stigatc them! The mooerus illuminate theil" eilies for vic- 
tories in the senate or the fidd ; Catholic:-:, on the ft':-;tivals of tile martyr:-;. The 
one for an earthly and sanguinary, the otller for a heavenly joy; tllC Oll(' for 
ome 
party triumph, the other for a universal benefit: for in the strict SCl
e of 
the term, Catholic is even the yery rejoicing of a Catholic population. Never- 
theless it is 100 true that some of the
e ancient popular customs as:-:ociated with 
the religious festivals were far from being in uni!-'on with the spirit amI ol
ecl of 
the Church in their institution. The Church prepares her children for the peni- 
tential exerci:,es of Lent by gradual abstinence, in which she \\as followed b)" mul- 
titudes during the middle age:;.* Xeverthelbs we find St. Chry:,ostom speaking 
of persons who provide again!"t. the approach of Lent with feasting, as a city mak
 
provision in the advance of an enemy. The Chureh, ill 
ubsequent ages, had to 
deplore the excesses of the Carnival and to recur to her most aflècting t5olem- 
nities, in order to win the frail and wavering combatants of the cro
 from bUC- 
cumbing to the infectious spectacle of vanity which the world then presented to 
them with more than ordinary attl'actions. 
It appear..; that the Christian:; u:-:e(l to feast in their hou
es on the festival of clt. 
Peter and St.Paul, in the time of:;t. Ambl"Osp;t and that it was a general practice 
on the festivals, mar be learned from St. Jerome.! St. Bernard alludes to this cu
- 
tom without censure. "You know, brethren, that it is the custom of seculars to 
prepare a f('3!'t on days offestival j and the greater the solemnity, the more splen 
didly do they feast."
 lIe might have eyen appealc(I to the monastic di:-:cipline; 
for on Christmas-day, and the three fe
L"ts ofE3:-,ter, tlle ll
C offllwl was permitted 
to the Benedictine monks of )Ionte Casino,1J a;ò: Paul the Deacon ob
erves in his 
}::pistle to }üug Charles, SOil of Pepin, which is inserted in the chronicles of that 
}lOuse: and it i:-: expre
sly mentioned that the two sih'er gilt cup:-:, which had been 
given to the monks of that house by Robert Guiscarc.l, were u
ed by them in the 
refectory on the principal fe
ti\"a1:;:.'Ií Rut by degrees, the door of ahu:;e being 
once open, griev<?us scandal was introduced from the anticipation of tile fe..:tival, in 
f:.;uch a manner as tú interfere with the vigil, aud also from the intemperance of the 
di
solut('. The vigil of Christmas was most solemn, and the Church regarded its 
violation as a mo
t Reriou:; offence; and equally repugnant to all her desires, was 
the dedimtion of the night ofChristlUa
 to exces:-, and intemperance.- 'Ve remark- 
ed in a f(>rmer booJ..., that by the rllle.<.; of fraternitie5 of workmen, playing cards on 
the vigil of Chri
tmas subjeeh'd ofl'endel's to be bani:-:hcd from the 
oci('ty.-Dtlr- 
ing the middle ages, men were not left ill doubt whether they Illight not confine 


· 
I:n.im\ls TOllrenensis TIom. in dic Cinerum. t S. Ambrosi, Berm. LÀ
II. 
t Epi'L XXXIII. 
 S. Bernaròi in Fe
to Omnìum. S:\Dctorum. Scrm. I. 
I Capit. Aqllisgrav. LXIX. 
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their Chri..tm
's \'i:-,it..; to tIll' 
tall:-; uf tl.o:,(,' that ply th(' 
laughtercr'8 trade, ac- 
curding to the pral'til'e uf that fll'..h-Jevllurin
 P('op)<', who, like tilt. ido1atruu"I race 
nmr )fOlll1t Libanlls, might \\"('ar the iman'c uf an oX to rcprt'
ent their Dl.ity, 
frum it.; being, M th(')' &1)", \\ it h oc'Cf that h ' 
u..tains them. 
Dom Gervaio;:e, nhb()t uf 1...1 Trappc, in Ili:-; life of 
llber, i
 grC'atly am:u.cd that 
80 wi:-'{' nn ahbot :-hould hnve on.billl'C.l a fea:-t, awl a full ban<!u..t fill' tllt'monh.";, 
upon the (lay ofhi:-; u\\ n future alllli\"cr
ary. Ah(,.ilal'd too ha.1 rai:o't'C.1 hi.; vuice 
ag-.lin:-t this mod. uf paying honor 
 ùa
" uf particular.1cvotio:J. 
t. <.;rt:gory 
Xaziallzpn, iu !oo1)f':1h.ing' of the EpiplJany, had l.'\.hortl'Cl tlU' p('C.)pIe tu 'Clebrate that 

n.'at .lay, lIot \\ ith 1;'a..1..; CUI' thC'ho(I)', hilt \\ itl. a hol)' joy.* "\t. ,J('rmne al:--o 
"'3)":-', that :--I)(.h a lIIo.le of honorillg tll(' fc"ti\"al
 of the maJ1)'r:- \\a.. ri.)ieulou:-.; t 
31ul 
t. .\ubu..otiu in\"ciglu'(l ag-J.in:--t the !-o.:lllJe alm:--. , rellJimling tl)(' pcople that thcy 
ought ra1l)(,1' to imitate the moc.ler.ltioll and aL:--tinclJ(" uf tl1(' mart)'rs.! 
". \ b:o, ! \H('telH'.) :1Iul in"ane ]O\"l'I'S of th(> wor].1 r' e'\.daims Thoma." à I
cmpi", 
"wlJl) 1)t,,.n'l"t the fl':-ti\"a]o; of Chri..t awl tIlt' hunor-; of the -.;aint:o:, tu banquets or 
g]uuolIJ uwlllll'rrilllcllt ! \\\)C tn )"OU \\ ho .1('",(,'rt .J(':-,u'), offcnd the angl'J:.., amI 
gladden dcmon:-." 
 
\r abfrif'tl 
traL ) mention::, the l'l1"tom of {'l.m
ratin
 a lamh at Ea:-tl'r, "hil'h 
Imd {'on)l' (10\\ n frmll the .Jl'w:-- J ancl \\ hi('h !-otill prevail=-- in Polaml; and he ob- 
j('C.'t...; to it a..; a :,npcr:-litioll, thinking that tll<' !-oh
ulo\\ ou;!ht [() he ab()Ji
I)('(l, and 
not bit "l'C.l, "h('n \\0 have bt'l'1l '\"olu.h:-..:aft'tl the n.ality :11 aUtI at the tilll' of tho 
festival uf the cin'um('i..ion, it wa.:; u..ual \\ ith the Uomans to lIlakc prc:-'l'nb, and 
to in.1ul
"l' in \"a1"ion
 ('l1tpJ1ainm('lIt
. TIlt' Chri..tian:-- h..Id tllt':--c in horror. "The 
Pa1!an..:," :--ay
 
t. \ ug'u..tin, '",:in. prp:o-pnH ; you gin' aIm..: to tIlt' poor. They 
li:-tl'n to lict'ntious 
on
., ; JOU gu to hear tb(. holy Iltllllilil'''; ofyonr pa..tnr:o-. They 
run tI,) th(' thmh'c j )"Oll ha:-.1<'11 to the ('hun.h. 1'1...)" g(.t drnnh.; do )"ou fa..,t or 
1Il
Ih.P:l frug'
tlnH'
IL" The faith/itl \\"('re forLi()()('u to gh"p (.tn'nm':.;, or I){,w-)"l'ar'..; 

ift";J in on),'r to a,"oi.l the 
nlwr:-tition of the Pa
II1:--. It was ('\"pn madc a day 
uf fa.4ing and pcnan('(,', to ('olltra..t \\ ith tl)(, l'
l,(':o-:o-'" of the (':,1,'n(1:-o (If ,bnuary ; 
hut a<; t hl' ("l111r('h "a' nut ahlp wholly to !-onpl)!''''''''; the anei('nt hahit, ath'r abol- 
i...hing th
 more gr
 alm....::j ufth,' ('al. utI:-, :-he abrogah'(l in the (.i
hth ('('ntury, the 
fit..;t:o: whieh }Iad lx",'n pn:-oerih('Cl ft)r thc })('ginuing of the rear, and ollIy exhorted. 
thc faithfnl to makc tlU'ir JU'p"f'nt..; to tlIP pOOl' in..:tf'
HI oftJ1I'ir lH"ivute frip1U)'. The 
drawing lots on the Epiphany tocll.(.t a Idug, i:ia r"muaBt oft lie P:wan :-upt'r:.:tilion 
oh
erv('(l in the worl.), \\ hieh cedt'...ia..ti..al write,...; havp ccn:--ur('(I, without bcing 
able to ::illppru=:-, it. 
l..\ mhl"O..e rl'provc
 the pl'Clpll' for eontinuing to obscr\'c 
with Genti]ps the calPIHls of .bulla)")' nt the Epiph
III).. ,.( )ne thing.," :-ay
 the 
hoI
' hi!'Jwp," i:-; tile OI.(lcl' of d('rnal }ifl'; anotlu'I' th(' (1e:o:p"rntioll of temporal b:--- 
ci \"iousne
:,. How can \"011 rdi,,'iou
h' u
r\"e the E I )i l )hall\' of oUI" Lord whell 
. t., . 


· Lib. III. t Epist, XIX" 
I De Heb. Ecclcsiast. cap. 2
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YOI1 devoutly celebrate the calends? for Janus was a man, the founder of a city, 
now cal1ed Janiculum, in whose honor the C'cllends of January were instituted by 
the Gcntiles : thereforc he sins who paJ!-:i divine honOi' to a dead man. Brethren, 
let us shun every festivity of the Gentiles, that when they feast we may fast j and 
in like mamJer, let us avoid an conversation with the Jews, which is a great 
pol1ution."* 
Let us move onwards-lamenting only, and with upraised hanù..;,r-wondel'ing, 
in conclusion, at the 
cn:,ibility and oblivion of:-;o many per::iOil::i ill later times, 
who at such season::" witlu1raw them
elves from cities and I'olenm ehurches, to 
enjoy rustic sports anclluxuriuus banquets at their feudal retreats, and :-;tudy only 
where they well may dine: who thus, not only as Chri
tians, in a spiritual and 
mystic 
en
(', but as men, in relation to the highf'",t privilege of genim" may be 
['aid, whcn heaven op('n
, to gloat with fond eyes still upon the earth; and literally, 
likp the degencrate Esau, for a me::;::; of pottage to exchange their birthright. 


CIIAPTER VIII. 


é:
.O f.'lr we have con
idered, as it were externally, the festivals of the Catholic 
f'Q 
 Church. Let us now penetrate more into their interior bCn::ie, and 
r OJ proceed to inquire with what mind the faithful a
si::ited at their celebration, 
t
 (
I!l during the ages of which we aI'e attempting the moral hi:.;tory. 
!

 t In tile firl't place, they were evidently reeeivcd, not as H.cu1ar, but as 
.} religiou:, fc
tivals : they werc :5casons fiet apart for the cultivation of holy 
atli:diOlI:-:, of tlu' pure, 
piritual, interior life, and for the con:::icqlll'llt exaltation of 
the true dignity of our naturp. In the language and mauners of our ancC':5tors, 
we ('an :3ee what it was to comply with the de:-:ire of the Church, to Im'athe a ft t. 1. 
the nativity of Christ, to fced amI think of that celestial mystery. t 1 t \\"a
 not 
enuugh to 
uspcnd mallual labor; but the affections, ads, a11(1 cOlln
r:,ation, wprp 
all to eorre!'ponc.l with the character of fervent, that i
, 
ilJcere ùisciplc:-=. To ::>pelJJ 
fc
ti\"als in games awl divpr
ioll
, wa
 prohibite(I hy the first Council of Toledo, 
and hy that of Tarra
olJa, as al:-:o hy the constitution of St. Loui:;; which pro- 
hibitions were repeat<.d in Fraw'(
 under Hcnry II. in 15-1:7. 
roreoYer, JIlt'1l 
wpre aJvisL'J to seek :-;olitulle on the fe4ivals; for the f'c('ular conversation of 
persons fulJowing the discipline of tlIe wodd, would render it almust imJ>o

ible 


* Serm. XVII. 
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for the BOul to retain the graces 8ml recollections which had been inc:pired by the 
ceremonies of faith. It \\as far from his 0\\ 11, far frolll Iii., Illother, fm. from the 
three gre
lt :lpo
tJ{'
, his most intimate {rienJ..;, tllat Jl'SUS l)t'r,"en'red ùurillg thoðC 
tlu'ee long }wurs, ill. that Jt'Il ,r thl'IlI'tl pmyel', {. EUlllh'lIl t-Crmunelll diL'\'ns-" 
})('trnrdl makes a remark of thi-; 1J1ltu
, in rcply to a letter uf BarLatus de Sal- 
mone, "ho lamented that he hat! not founll him al Rom(', \dl('n hc \\eut there to 
joiu the juhill't'-"You 
rmk of our uot m('('ting at HOIJIP," writ{'
 Pl'tr:.m,'h, "as 
J. mi:;fortUl1l' j I hole 1 it to ha\'c I)('('n Ilro\"icle.ntia1. I f\\c h:ul nlC't in that grcat 
city, "e :-hou Id have hVIl more O<'l'U pie.'(l \\ ilh thc urt.-; unel :--cielll'\'s than \\ ith our 

)Uls j nnel should have :"Im
ht to omanu,'nt our ulJ(lf'
tanc.lings l".lthC'r than to lmri- 
(v our hearts. The :--eÏem't... am most ngrl'CaLle fwd for Ihe 11ljlJ(l j Lut what a \"oid 
ùo they ll':l\"e in the Iwart, if they ure not din'(.ted to th(.ir tnll' nn(11)('1-f1"(.t ..nd I" 
It was the opinion of St. Fr:.ml'ii de 
,ilt.
, whl) \\ as 
o rl'markablc fi)r a c'on:--tallt 
dl('{'rfulne '.., that on 
uncla).s ,111<1 fe..ti\"als onc ought 110t c\'('n to 
p('ak of tC'rupo- 
ral aflàirs.* On tl1 ..' day" T('rtullian rl'fl'lir' men tu :l\'oid all habit amI office 
of an'\.il,t)..t On O<"l'3"ion of a (li
pute LchH,'('n two monks nt Cluu
', :"\t. Odo, the 
M'('OIHI a1.bot, i:-. f('('t)l"lle'(l to han' !'-pokc.n as fc)l1ow:--. c. Dominieu
 l...t, ideo nuIlu'i 
contri:-Iari del...'t, ct idl't) i:--ta (li:-('u:-
io t-ll:--pt.mlatur ill ('m"l inum."! 
It wa..:' ('
p('et('cl that the I:lity 
houl<l nll'ditatl' 011 tIle mp..u'ry of the f'e3SOIl. "It 
is not I.,uffici.'nt that) ou 1)('.lr divine 1
",()II::' in the dlllreh," hU)S "t. Cæ.
rius of 

\rle''':, "but )"OU mu
t ).ourbl"lvb
 n-a<1 thcm, or he:1r tI)(,1I1 r(,3d, in )'our hou:--\.
."i 
TIm.. ""tC'pIH'1l Pa:--quil.r, in n IcHl'r to the ('uratc ofhi
 pari..h, 
a)":o:, ".\8 Chri:-.t. 
ma
 approaehc:o;, I have becn J"('4ulin
 0\"('1' th.. fi/ur E\'aIJIFdj:--t
, with .]j]jgl'n('C and 
dc\'otion."1I 
t. Hc'rnarc:llwJuil"l':O; tII' p{'ople to ha\'e cruditioll in thC'ir a(
l'13int- 
nure with the f(.
ti,'aI.,. "Perhap"," !--aitll he, {'the meaning Qfthis wOf(1 Ad\'('nt, 
t'<O l't..h,hrah..l throughout the world, llIay not he known to many j ft)r the unhappy 
:-oons of ,Adam, ornmitling trup nml !-ulutary !'-tlJ(li(.
, lmr:,ue rather tho," that ure 
peri
hable anel tranfo,itory. .
 
Fl"Om 
t. non3\'cnturn's remm'ks on the a
'''{'nsion, \\C may form a COI.l't'<'t idea 
of tl)(' infhwnec which was produced on the minds of nwn hy thc fi....ti\.al:-; of the 
Church. "0 what \\'.1-; it to h<>llOlcl tht' Lord tlJII
 gloriou..ly :I..;("(.mling! 0 what 
"oulel it he if anyone ronlel !.;.('e 31)(111C'.lr tho
(' ll1o:--t hle:O-'...l'cl 
pirits and holy 8(1uls 
ascending np with him! P('rdlanf'e thron
h joy the ::,QuI wouh] be f:t'IJaratcJ from 
the hocl)", anel would 
L"t:'nd ul:,u along with them! Xe,"C'r, from thl' be'ginning 
of tIle' worlel, W:I... t]lf're 
uch a f
ti\'al in the ltmn.nly .Jeru'..all'm, Hor will there 
ever b(' again one fo'() ...ole'mn until the clay of jmlgnH'nt, wll('l1 all the t'1('(.t win be 
pr
ented there with their glorious he"lie'
, Thl'rpfol'e dew:-; thi
 ::;olc.nmity burpass 
al1 other:-. Examinc them al1, fincl jnd
{' if it he not :-0. .\ 
rrot nnd !òl)h'l1ln 
fe:õtival i:-- incll'C<l Ihe inearnation of OUI' Lord, auci the J.x'ginning of:111 our good. 


* 
lun.ûlii
1' vie clc )[rle. de ChnntsJ. I. 1;J0. f De Orat. c. 2:1. t BihJiolhec. Cluniacens. 40. 

 S. .\ugust. Append. CXJ.. 2. I Lettre
, Liv. XX. 7. · De Advcnlu Dom. Serm. L 
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But this rE'gards ourselves, and not him. (Mark how the moral philo
ophy of 
the middle ages breaks out here.) A great feast is his nativity, but it ouly reg.lrds 
ourselves: for it is a subject of compassion as far as regards him, because he was 
born to poverty, und labors, and sufferings. A great festival is that of his pas- 
sion, because then all our bins were wiped away ; alHl, as blessed Gregory says, it 
would have served us nothing to have been horn, if we had not been redeemed. 
But this wa" a sul
ect ùf joy to us, and not to him who endured 
uch bitter tor- 
ments. 1tloreover, a great and solemn feast is the resurrection of our Lord Jesus, 
8
 well for him as for u
, because he appeart'd to triumph gloriously, and we 
were justified; nnd therefore the Church celebrated it with that !'ingular excla- 
mation of'IIæc est dies quam fecit Dominus.' And yet this day of the ascension is 
still greater, because before it, though our Lord rose from the grave, yet did he 
remain on earth; still were the gates of Paradise closed, still the holy fathers had 
not gone to the Father: all which things were completed in the ascension-without 
which all the rest had been imperfect. Similarly, a great feast is the day of Pente- 
cost; but still, the object of rpjoicing tlH;n regards ouri'elves, and not our Lord. 
But the ascension i:-; properly the mOF't solemn festival of our Lord Jesus, because 
on that day he began to sit at the right hand of his Father, and to rest from his 
labors of redemption; and also it is properly the fcsti\'al of all the heavenly spirits, 
becau!'e they conceived a new joy on beholding our Lord, who then, for the first 
time, appeared in heaven, under the fi)rlll of humanity ; and it is also no les
 prop- 
erly our fp:4ival, because on that day was Illlman nature exalted above the 
lleavcns, nna hccaubc, unl
s Christ Ilad a
cended, the Holy Ghost would not have 
been given; and therefore 81. Bernard 
&lYS, in his Sermon de A:-censione Domini, 
that this most glorious solemnity is the consummation and fulfilment of all other 
solemnitie5, and the happy termination of the whole journey of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Son of the living God."* 
The mind being tl1U:-i instructed and sanctified, all external acts and occupation 
were to correspond with the festival. "During the intervals that used to be spent 
to the injury of Jour souls," says St. _\.ugustin, "the sick are to be visited, pris- 
oners are to be comforted, 
trangers received to ho
pitality, and (liscords al'pcasp<.l." 
"Let no one," says 81. Cæ
arills of 
\rle
, "on tho!'c days treat hi:; domesties with 
scyerity. Let us be mild to our sen'ants, courteous to stranger
, merciful to the 
poor, pacific to all men. TAet the whole day be devoted tu prayer or reading, (lr to 
hc:u'ing ho]y conversation."t "Let quarrels cpa!'e," :-ny the }....athers, ")et offi'neei 
be fiwgivell, lct severity give place to gentlene
;:;, indignation to pity, and discord 
to peace. "! 
In the second p]a('(', it is n('C{'

ary to bpar con
tnntly in mind, that the fe!'tivals 
of the Church were, in a ccrt
in sen:5e, dramatic -= not only by the spirit of their 


· S. Bonavent. 
[editat. Vi1æ Christi, cap. 97. 
* RLcinwald Dic Kircbliche Arcbæologic, p. 18;. 
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instituuon, but 31:-0 ill th(' (.'
t ill13t ion of tlU' p('oplt' who u!-'....i:4('c.l at them j for tho 
only k(')" with which W(> ('an l)('nt'trate into the :,("('r('ts of tlll'ir Ill)"..;tic conl1l'etiol1-; 
"ith the life ofJllen, ('on
i=-,t:, in the knowll"(lge of this fad, tllat the CIlllrt'h 
Upp(
" 
the ll1y:,tt'ry whieh :ohe (':t,lt..'brntes at an)" particular 
m, to be tlu'u actual1)' tal..iug 
l)lace as if for Ùl
 1Ìr:--t time. TllU
, as J ('wis ofGrl'n3da remarl..;, '"fitr M.'\"en e1a)'
 
hefi)rc the natiyit), 
he :oings tht> antiphon..;, whidt l'::\l)l'e

 lU'r arli('nt longing filr 
the corning of the inf:mt )[l'......iah, whom :--hc l'al1s h)" various titlt...;, t'::\e'laiming, 
'0 
'lpielltia quæ ex ore ultb....illli prl><lii...t i ! U mlonay ct t..lu'\. dOl1lu., Isrnt,l! 0 
radi
 J ......;p, qui 5ta:3 in 
ignum populorulll! 0 davis DaviJ, elU'c aperis et nemo 
dauclit! 0 oriel1.., :-plellelor hlC"i... ll't('rnæ, (.t 
,,1 jtl
tiria'! c.J rex 
('ntiull1 d (Ie'- 

ideratus ('arum.' ,,* 
he 
l1ppO
t...; that Chri
t i... then ahout to lx.' horn; ami to 
l''\ pf('
"; till' il1Ìl'nsit)" of lll'r (]l...ire, :-h> n'p('ah ill a :--train of mvi
hing harlllon), 
that 
hort cmphatic pr:l)'t'r, which ..ounels lih · the ery of humanity thirsting aft 'r 
jh:,tiL-<', in thi..; world of,\ n'h'hednC::s5 aud :,in-.'ltorale cli J -uper, ct nubcs plu- 
ant ju:,tum : ap(.riatur tl-rra, ('t g('rmirwt 
alvatorl'rn." 
This fal't l)('in
 \\"n 111lIll'l-:--tooel, tJw dergy took eare JI('Vl'r to di:--..ipate the hn- 
pr" iou..; of the f. ,ti,'al, hy tldivering hefitrc the people on that (t(.'c:.l:-iOI1 auy 
genel"".ll muml i ll
tnlction., or phil u:-oph i('al 
l 'ulat iou:" ho\\ ('\'er t'aleulatlJ to 
gi\'e 1)1
,:,ure at other timt...;. ,r I..' finel that durin
 the llliJJlf> agu;, the bl'rmOIl
 
for fi.
tival
 Wl'fC ah\:l)":-- in a('('OnIarll'e with tlH.' dramatie 
pirit of the ('hureh, amI 
eal('ubh'(l to ('omplf.tl, the raptnn' uf tho...t' "ho \\ Lrc to be filled with IU) :o.tieal 
vows :nul joy. .\... :1Il iU:-lam'(', \\ itl}(' the I.li...('our:--e' of Ht. Beruard on thc nativ- 
ity. ".\. VOiL
 of jO)
 had 
ounJl'(l in our land ;a voice ofexaltation:md of saf.. 
ty in the t<.nt
 of 
inll('r
 ! .\. !--J"{)()(1 \\ orel, a con
oliu
 \\ unl, h:L"; het'n JU'ard; a 
word full of gladn(':oo";, worth)" of all :u'('e'ptatioll ! 
ing prai...p, 0 )'(
 Illuuutaill"', 
amI all Yf' t.... ':, of tIll' \\ ()(Kl. J [par, 0 lll'an'u"" :lnll le'nd ) our ear:-. 0 earth; I...:t 
:111 ercaturc:) 
taud amaJ'e'(l: aucl al)(Jv all, () man, be thou a...toni:--hul. J . us 
Chri...tll"', fìIiu
 Vei, n
citllr in 1
 .thlet'm ,Tudæ. "'ho has sueh a stun)" he.u-t a
 
not to me.Jt at ht'.lring Ihi
"/ ""hat ('oulel1)(' aIlUOIIU(,('(llIlore :-:W('(.t aw] eldeetablC" ! 
"
h:lt \\ on 1 \\ a
 <<,\.f'r 111..':11'(1 lihC thi
, or \\ I)('n (li(1 till' worM I..'n'l" rp('('i\.c mlY thiug 
:-imilar? Chri:-:tu.... filiu:-- Dt.i, na..citur in Bl.thll'('m .T UdR' ! 0 bhort word, nbbrc- 
viat<'(1 from a wort!, hut full of e('h.
tial 
\\ cetn .....; ! The affection of burp "...iu
 
pll"a:-ure flows OVl>r', not firlC]ill
 ,,(m]... 
1I('h i..; thp g'1"aC"C of thi
 
,'nh'Il('(', that 
it woultl iu:-tantly 10:'1' :--ollwwllat uf l''X('c>l1t'Il('(', if I Wt're to chan
c> one iota. Je:-;ui 
Chri..tu..;, filiu.; D..i, n3:o.l'itur in Bpthlf>f'm ,TlHlæ. 0 bl>''''(.'(lllati\-ity! holy, hon- 
orahlp to the worM, amiable to meu, un
4r('llaLle to angel:-. tmf:.lthomable in the 
,kpths of its !':lcred my:-:t('r
', atHl wOJl(]f'rflll to all, in the !ooin
ubr (''\.('l.ll('m'o 
of it:-: unpr('('('(lem('(1 
tr:lJ)g(,lIl':o'
 ! Gtr th('rc wa..; I)('\"('r auy thing llf'fort> like it, nml 
tlwre willlle\"('r be a !'("1111'1. () thou only hirth without "0I...0W, without :o.ham(', 
without (.orrl1ption-nol relltling, but con
"cr3tillg the tcmple (If a virginal womb! 


... Vide LndO\ i<,. (;rcnßIL in Cnmmem. .\nnnc. Condo. 
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o nativity above nature, 
llrpa:;:sing and repairing nature by \"irtue of the mystery ! 
Brethren, who will declare this generation? .An angel announces; virtue over- 
8hadows; the Spirit of the )Io
L High de
cends; a virgin believe:ì, conceive:ì þy 
faith, a virgin brings fin.th, and remains a virgin! The Son of the ::\10st IIigh 
Goo is born; born of God before all ages! ""ho can suffici(.ntly a(lmire! Je.-;us 
Christus, filius Dei, nascitur in Bethleem J udre! Ye that are in the grave, rise 
up and cry out prai:-:c. Dehold the Lora comes with salvation: he comes with 
f:alvation, with unction, with glory. For neither can JC
l1S come without sal- 
vation, nor Chri
t without uncti0l 1 , 110r the Son of Gud without glory: f(>f he is 
salvation, and unction amI glory. 
"IIappy the 
uul which is drawn by tasting the fruit of salvation, amI which runs 
in the odor of ointment
, that it may behold his glory; the glory as of the only- 
begotten of the }"ather. Y e lost people, breathe again; Je
us corne.; to seek and 
to "ave that which was lo:,t. Ye sick, recover health: Chri:;t comes to hf'al 
contrite hearts with the unction of his mercy. 'Yhoever you may be that desire 
great things, rejuice j the Son of God descends to you, tbat he may make you beirs 
of his kingdom. Ileal rue then, 0 LorJ, and I shall be healed; sa\"e me,alHl I shall 
be saved; glorify me, and I !'hall posse
s glory. Prai
e the Lord, 0 my 
()ul, ami all 
that is within me, prai:-:e hi
holy name; for he is propitious to all my sins, he heals all 
my infirmities, he fulfil:; all my desires! All this I know on hearing that Je:;us 
Christ, the Son of God, i"5 born. Je:;u:;, then, is born. Let him rejoice who:;e con- 
science adjudges him worthy of the eternal condemnation; for the pity of Jcsussur- 
pa:-:ses aU the multitude and heinousne
s of
in. Christ is born. Let him rejoi(l(' who 
is as:o:=ailed by ancient vice:; ; for beî,-,:,
 !he f!
cfth
 !.!!

tbr:. ofChri
t no di
ease of 
the 
oul, however inveterate, can stand. The Son of God is born. Let him e
" 
nIt who is accu:;tomed to desire great thing:;: because a great dispenser hath ar- 
rived. Brethren, this is the heir: Id us de\'outly recei\'e him, and the inheritance 
shall be our
. For he who gives his own Son, how will he not with him give us 
all thingg? If man judge the
e thing
 incrp<lible, Jet his eyes confirm faith. 
Jesus Christus natu=" e
t in Bethleem J mlæ. Ble
5ed are they that hunger and 
thirst after him j for this i:o; ju
tice in the heart hy f:.lith, which alone Ims glory 
before God. Let there be added confession unto ßalvation: and then 
ecurely 
receive him who is this day born in Dethlehem of J udah-J esu:; ChrI
t, ti1e 
on 
of God."* 
IIaving I'cen what was the 
pirit of the Church and the solícìt..lde oftl1ecler 5 y, 
there will be no difficulty in coming to the cOllclu-;ion, that the devotion 01 the 
people corre
ponded with both. It i:; clear, from cl.msultmg a:h.a 11l
(OIY ot t)lØ 
middle agl'
, that the ceremonies of the
e anlll\'er
aries general1y acted upon the 
minds of men with the furce of reality. During the great. weeK. eveiy city was 
Jenlsalell1,-aml Jeru
alem about to witn('
s the crll
itixìon of the .1.ueSòaclh. ,A. 


· S.Bernanli in ViI;ilia Xata1is Domini. Serm. I. 
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g<>npral agit:ltion and fl'n.or nnnoun('t'tl th . ('ntrallce of our Lord on the first day. 
The whole population might be. 'n <<.41rl) ing branches of palm. 00 po".,itivc an 
event was thi.. commemomtion to thl. &'raphic mind of 
t. Claire, th.lt at'rer wa]k- 
ing in that train, agf('('3h]y to the mh.il'e of t;l. Franci
, claci in hl'r l11u:;t f-umptuoud 
robt-s, she left the city sc'cretlJ on the 
)l1uwillg night, to l'xl'hangl', not in ima, r - 
illation hut in rea]ity, the p]ea...ul"t.''i of th ' worlel 
)r the tca
 of the passion, ..mù 
the way of the children of, 
Ulity for that of the 
n ofGoc.l. ,rho ('ou]d cle..cribe 
the popular imprf'S....ion'5 evine('tl upon thut awful tby which followeel soon aft(,f, 
of\\hida the hare nanw i'i!-lO fu]]ofm).
tef)', whil'h 
lW thed('\.out ]\.i
="impfintl'(l 
hy 
uch lIlu1titu,ll's upon the 1Il}"
tie !-i'Tn ofmounlcrs.-or that univerSlI joy, which 
hailt.'C1 the f
...;tiva] of the human T:\l'l', commemorative ofit'i great deliverance from 
the sting (,f difeful death! 
To <-'on
nt to the hpauly and wi"Clom of the f('Sti\':lI., of the Catho]ie Church, 
('on..ic1erl,(} in this point of ,.ie.w, implies Ul1tloubtl'(lI)' the aclmi..sion of many points 
\\ hidl art' citlll'r o\"t'rlool\;('d Of ('ontc..;h'(l h.y her adn.n;ari..:,-as that the m)''-'terics 
of the Chri..tian faith :arc hi;,toriC'.l1 facts, amI that \\c 
hou]d Lear in minel the 
humanity as well as thc divinity of our Lord. But to tho
(' who "ouM dl('('k the 
h'neler anel afft'(.tionah' pit'ty of ('ath()]i{'
, on the groulJll of Christ having been 
God, amI t]U'a...forc not t-u...ceptiblt, of the :--utfl'rin ,r . whida \\ ouhljn
tif). snch com- 
miseration, 
t. .\ugu:--tin rep] it, . in th 
 I... Hl )"rud during the office of tel1ebnc. 
"P
l1S 
t f' u>n('ri tit 1.01110. Xon Cni111 tencretur ni...i homo, fiUt videretur, ni..i 
homo, aut <'æ<Ierctur ni...i homo, nut ('ru{'ifi
er('hal', aut 1Il0\"('f('tnr nisi homo. A '- 
('t.

it er
o homo 1111 i1Ia.
 ()n1ll('
 pas....iOlH.
 qme in illo nihil valerent, ni
i Co'5.':ICt 
homo. S"I",i ill non e.......t homo, non Iiberan.tnr homo." 
The my
tic d 'votion of John of th . Crn..' r(l('Ognizcù the nCCt;S:,it)" of meditating 
on thc 
.lcred humanity of J ....11 'lu'i..t, onel of nevpr l1('gIecting to rf'prl'
nt it 
hefort,the mind, a... t]1(' foourcc of all kind'i of good i alul in this it was di
tin- 
gui
hed from all tlmt fial
t' 11l).
ti('i"'l11 whi('h ha.; I",'('n (,ollllelJ)lU,'(1 Ly the Church.. 
During the midcl1c :13(':', men \\"('re a('('u
tol1ll'(1 to meditate on the circul1lstanæs 
of the p
ion with nn in tens . 'motion of humanity, as \\ ell ns \\ ith the clearc...t 
pem.tration of :--piritlla] intt.l1ig('n('(', not only attending to the mp.h'f). mad to the 
(]ivinity, but aI...o in OI'd('r to excite tllt'ir c\lmpa
..ion the I1lUff', c\ln
idl'ring our 
Lord as pure man, ami t1u,'n, a:-, bt. Bonavcntura t-ay
, [whoIding "juvenem de- 

alltt'lll, nnLilli

illlum, et innOcl'ntis:'imum, ct amanti
...imum, totem autem f1agel- 
Iatnm et f'anguille livorilm
que J\.'fö;pl'r
um."t 
'\laat a feding di..pt'rnnH'nt, amI what all attNltivc (,ollsi(h'ration, of all the 
pitcou.; detail... attenùing the 
Iceolllpli:,hmellt of tllt'" ...tupendon.;; m)!:;tcri
, is 
c\"inp('(} in the ('omm{'ntafi..
, to which th' (liff('rpnt part..; of t]... offiee of this com- 
memoration gave ri
e! Xot to 
pcak oftho
c rp\"(.latioll:-' ofcl'l(,
tial 
t:'cret-; which 


· Le P. J),,!:tih
e vic rlc g. .h"an ele ]ft Croix. Liv. III. 
t S. BOllftvcnt. ::\ledilatiol1f's Yitt\. Chrhni. ('np. 77. 
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they were instrumental in imparting to the sainted daughter of Sweden, witness 
the multitude of tender and acute remarks of a St. Bonaventura respecting them; 
as where he says that our Lord would not call the blessed Mary mother from the 
cross-liNe præ amoris vehement is teneritudine amplius ipsa doleret;" and where 
he speaks of the strangeness of that loud cry wi th which our Lord gave up the ghost, 
which alone was sufficient to convince the centurion that he wa'ì the 
on of God. 
The bl
sed Catherine of Cardonna, of the illu
triuus hou
 of that name in Cata- 
lonia, allied to the kings of Arragon, and the first reclu
e of Spain, whose history 
is such a surprising scene of penitence, after enduring rigors which sceme.l to sur- 
pass the force ofhuruan nature, yielded at last to the intensity of her compassion 
for the sufferings of our Saviour. It was on Good }"riday, in the year 1577, while 
the nuns were chanting the passion in their church, that she experienced such a 
violent grief from meditating on the crucifixion of Je:-:us Christ, that she fell to 
the ground, and was supposed to be in her agony, although she lingered till the 
1tlonda)' after tbe resurrection.* 
Along with this fervent and tender sentiment of humanity, we find, in the 
middle nges, a constant vigilance to guard against the errors of false mysticism; 
"for," adds the seraphic doctor, "all this meditation of the life of Christ is design- 
ed to lead the mind from fleshly things to what is spiritual, that we may not rest 
in knowing Christ in the flesh, but may proceed to adore him in his divinity :- 
'Bona est enim hæc meditatio carnalis per quam vita carnal is exduditur, contem- 
nitur, ct vi'.1citur liundns.' "t In regard, therefore, to the divine side of the mys. 
teries commemorated, no want of spirituality was evinced by the n:
n whose 
thoughts and manncra we are investigating; within that sphere no one hoasted 
of his condition, but all contented themselves with saying, "This is the day of 
the ignorant, the day of the obscure and humble. God is born in the fle
h; God 
dies upon the CroSb; God descends upon our altars in 
acramental veil. 'Vhy 
do you inquire the reason of the mJ
te)'J ? It is 
ufficient that it is a mystery. 
All things in God are above reason; nothing above fi1.ith. This cIa)' human rea- 
son yieldeth ; for the \V' orù of God-the Reason of God is born upon the earth." 
Finally, it must be remembered that the religious seasons, as well as ceremo- 
nies, were regardeù in a symbolic :-ense, of which Father John d'.A vii la furni:,hes 
an instance, when he 8ays, "Let onr cOlllm('nc
ment be humility, represented in 
the aðhes; and let our end be luve,.figured in the re
nrrection : and tlm;:) we shall 
have observed a good Lent and a good Easter."! "The branches uf palms," to 
use the words of the ritual, '"signify triumphs over the prince of death; but the 
sprigs of olive proclaim, in a manner, the arrival of spiritual unction. For that 
blessed multitude of men understood then that these things were prefigured; be- 
cause our Redeemer, compassionating human miseries, was to fight with the prince 
of death for the life of the whole world, and by dying was to triumph. And 


* Vie de S. Therese par Villefore, 99. 


t Meditat. Vito Christi. cap. 98. 


* Epist. VITI. 
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thercfore tllC'Y dutifully ministf'red such thinh
 a
 :-;ignified in him th
 triumph 
of victory and th(' almmbnce of Illl'J"(')"." Diony:-;ius the Carthu
iall 
ho"s, that 
the ChuITh n'IH'C'
l'nt
, in the four Sundays of .Advcnt, not only in the IllIl11ber or 
the days, but al:-;o in the order of the ofÌÌces, the four aùven
 of Christ to mnn- 
two vi
ible in the flcsh anù in tbe maje"t)' of final judgment, two invisible in the 
miml by grncc and in the death lIf tIll' faithfu1.* 
liut it is to th(' 
('rmon of Hichanl of 
t. Yictor, De Gcmino Pa:Õl'halc, that we 
:-:hould be rt'fC'rred if we de...il'l..J to forlll a ju:--t idC"
 of the f'ublinle symholism be- 
- 
lon
ing to the ft'C!<'sia..,ti(",dl festÏ\'alo; amI rites durilJg the middle agb. "\r e cele- 
brate," ::).'1
.s this gre:lt doctor, "a t \\ o-fold p:l'Chal feac;t j the former of \\ hich is 
l:'ommonly called the floral pa:--('h -:--\\ pet and al.'('('pt:iLle time! :1ncl the latter the 
fruitful pa:-'l'h, \, hil'h i:i ib t'ol11pletion. Both arc interprewd a pa....'-lge j Loth are 
grah'fl1l and full of joy. The fi
t is that h)' \\ hieh We p
s from malice to ju
tioe j 
the 
ccoml, that by whic'h we pa .. from mi..ery to glory. nrethren, to what end 
(10 "e 
ay thi:5? or what l.10 we think of this tran
it? \\llat will it be to pa....s from 
iniql1it), to goodn
,., from l.'alamity to l){'atitlHlt ? Do YOli :-lee thcn with what l'X- 
ultation \\e ou
ht to eeh.hrate this two-fold :-;oh.mnity? I wi:--h that all \\ould 
:4l11Iya.; IUUl'h to be good a:, to he happ)" : thell truly wuuld they be hoth happy 
amI gouc.1. I \\ i..h they wouhI 
 mueh afii..'<.'t the beginning n.c:; the end ofthejust. 
'Let illY sunl,' 
a
"q Dab:un, 'die the dt'ath of thC' ju.,t, azu] let my la..,t encl be like 
hi:õ.' Hut the)' who wi..h to have that ('mI, mu-t :4ml)" to have the :-ame conUl1el1l.'l.'- 
n1('nt : they mn4 flO\\(
r in thc.' Illf'an\\ hiIe from ju:,til.X', that they may have their 
fruit aflcrwanls of eternal life: Ct)r it 
 from ajust and good that they C3n h8.\"C 
an eternal :1Iul happy lift,. 
"Let the 110ral pn-",'h thcrt'1iJI"C pr('('('(h' thf' fruitful, that in the mmn whilt', bJ 
pa

ing from vil'e to virtlll', we Ulay 11(')"('af(('r pa..;
 from misery to happin ". '\"h, 
do mcn a
:õcll1hle on this (lay for a 1'1"0(;(' -ion? It will be a good pr

ion if 
\\e oursclv " make a progr
 in good. "l13t a beauteous pr<>Ce-."Sion to p:bi from 
virtue to virtue, forgetting what ir; bchind, amI ha...tening on to what is before. 
o whai flO\\"f'r:o; are true virtue.; ( Ift,t ns :-;trt'w our way \\ iÙl them, amI over the 
enamel of virtue
 let u... P:l...;S on. L,t l1S prc)('(.'('(1 in purity and (h.'Corllm, that we 
may male a fair and grateful pr
ion, worthy of the pJ.:,c.;hal solemnity. 0 
how pnre, huw joyous will it 1x>, to walk over flower:--, and through the f',\('('ts of 
virtue, by the crocllo; of charity, hy the lily of l.'ha...tity, Ly the 1'0:,(' of the pa.....o;ion, 
and by the violet of huruilit), ( 0 how excdlcnt, how delightful a fmgrancc, will 
ri
 on all sides! how will it charm and attract mimI:s to the glorious b(>cctacle ! 
This is the Christian, the p3.'5Chal procC:):)ion, after the e.xamplc of Chri4's procæ- 

ion, whom we must follow. Let us mark then whence it begin., 
lld whither it 
tendeth, and by what way it p3..SSCð, and how it proceeds. It begins froUl Bethany, 
it tends to Jerusalem, it p
 by the 
Jount of Olivc:3, it moves upon an ass. 


· De Judie. Anima, 2. 
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This i;:; the pro('('&;ion of Chri:o-t which Chri:4ians ought to imitate. "T e must tend 
therefore to Jerusalem; that i
, to peace as our end. "
e must seek peace and 
lmr:me it. 'Ve must decline from c\'il amI do gooo. "
e must have peace with 
our 
uperior
, with our inferior
, with our equals, and with aU men. Let U
 be- 
ware then how we ùi
turb the peace of our prelates, of whom the Lord saith, 'Qui 
,"os audit mc audit.' 'Ye must wish what ther wish, and dislike what ther dislike, 
if we would reach Jerusalem, and obtain celestial peace. Hence we begin from 
TIethany, which is interpreted house of obedience-for we are to obey those who 
are eminent either in authority or 8anctity 01' wi:,dom, 
howing honor to all, ac- 
cording to Loth human and divine in
titntions. nut our way is Ly the 
Ioullt of 
Oli\'cs, for oil signifies the works of piety ; therefore we pa
s by thi:-: way when 
we have compas::;ion on the weak, amI show mercy to them. Certainly we must 
remark how this conduce:; to true tranquillity of mind. For how can he eYer ob- 
tain peace who is con::.;fantIy di
turLed and angry at what he sees? In the weak 
he will always find matter for jn:-:t reprehension and for merciful tolerance. Our 
procession then must pass by the 
I()unt ofOlh-es, and our piety must increase 
till it can be compared to a mountain, that we may learn to bear with tranquillity 
of mind, 1I0t on]y the least, but also tbe greatest faults of the weak, and to sustain 
patiently the iI
firmity, both corporal and spiritual, of our neighbor. 
"Having thus laid hold of the plenitude of obedience amI mercy, we must seek 
more high for perfection: for which purpose it will be necessary to search for the 

s, that as Christ approached Jeru
a]('m seated on an ass, we may guard our vir- 
tues b)' the marks of humility. "
11O would not be filled with wonder to behold, 
amidst 
uch a fo:olemn and glorious preparation, so sordid an animal? For my 
part, it seems more wonderful in my eyes, that a mau clothed in pontifical habits 
fohould sit upon an ass, than that he 
hould carry in his hand that swpet wood, or 
hear 011 hi::; head that splendid mitre. It is neithcI. new nor strange to make a 
boast of virtues, but it is a great and wondrous thing, amidst so many ornaments 
of virtue, not to disdain the ass. Thus will our procession move in admirable 
order, if amid
t the lofty graces of obedience and mercy we evince the modesty 
of the humble. L('t us study then to be truly humble, and we shall be able to 
conciliate our equals: for it is between equals that envy and discord arise. But 
if we sit upon the ass, and hold amongst thcm a low and abject place, we shall 
cut off the root of envy. True h
miliation makes peace, not only between equals, 
hut confirms it with superiors and inferiors. Therefore for this seat we must, if 
nece:;
ary, send to a distance, for some have it near at hand, hut to others it is far 
off. They who live sl13mefuJIy, and commit things to be blushed for, have no 
need to go far in 8eareh of matter for humiliation; but they who do nothing in 
their lives worthy of shame, like those who come from Bethany, passing by the 
}.Iount ofOli ves, who celebrate the floral pasch, and strew their way with the flowers 
of virtue,-these I think are obliged to send to a distance for the ass, and look 
for matter of humiliation either in the past or future. Thus Paul being con- 
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sciou., to him8CIf of uothiug, was obligt'<} to go 1)'.1('h. to the way of his ancient con. 
versation. 
Ial'k how he rcturnl'll to u di!o.tant time iu 
'arch of the us.'). '}
go 
mirumus npobtolorutu, qui Don sum ùignus vl
ri npohtolu:" quoniaw pcrsecutU3 
sum ccciesiam Dei.' Trul)', it will Dot Lc &lie without having this Immble bearer 
to ID('('t the IIebrew yontll
, crying ollüll .-i,lt's, · ElIge, 1-:ub"l',' Lecau l', being chil. 
(Ircn, they lnow 1I0t wherein, nUl. whl'n, 110l. how they ought to prai
. 
"Thi:-j then i
 the Illodc of the pruct",ioll which Christ made., and which he wishes 
us to make. B 'hold in \\ hat m.lllUer Chriht }Jd.... d j behold \\ itl. what flowers he 
strewed his way, when he ('('h,Lmtl'll.this flllml pa,,,;('h. BdlOlJ \\ hel1(',\" and I)y 
\'that way, in \\ hat nl(x]c, amI whither. Frum ubl.Jienl"C j by piety j with humi1- 
it). j to peal't.'. Heml'mhl'r theu to &trew your way alw wirh such flowers, if you 
desire to hl't.p this tiulemnit J. 
"..\11(} )JOW, jf)"ol1,ll
ire to l.nmv the fruit, recur to wlJat is said of Christ, thut 
ri
ing from the dl'al], lae (Iit.th 110 morc, null that at hi:i l1alll1' ('very km.'O t-houlJ 
bow. Y uu have been the tnm:--it.-LdlOltl tl".'n the fl'uit r From death to ]if(,
 
from tribulation to glory I Ue1lOIJ the '(.'OIlJ p
h! lkholJ the fl'uitful pasch I 
o what fruit I Life and glor,) I 0 '-ubli'lJc fruit! Elernallifl', with highest glory I 
Kllo\\ iug therefure \\ hat is tho fruit of obedieJ1(''\', Jet us rUll \\ ith all haste to 
lklhallY, nothing lloubting of the fruil, Lut holding for certain thut this corrup- 
tible \\ ill put on incorruptioll, amI thi:-. mortal immortality. ...\nd a.'i })iety is great 
gain, having the promi
 of the present life us well a::. of that which is to come, let 
us p.
 on b)' the 
Iount ufOlin
..., in th" exerci:,e of piety, knowiug without ùoubt 
that wc 
hall I't.'Cei\'o oil for oil-the oil of juy for the oil of pit)"-for 'ble!'sctl are 
the Illerciful, fur they 61mll ubtain IUcrcy.' ...\nll let it nol 
hume )OU to sit upon 
the as..", or to take the lowe
t })lal'C, fur 'God rcsi teth the })rouJ, but giveth brr&OO 
to the humble.' Let nothing therefore be done with.contention, nothing throu
h 
vain glory j but ill humilit)", let US think evel.Y olle superior to otlr:-:elve
. 0 fool, 
o blind I yuu who willllot husu'n where you ("an find true peace I lRt IN run hy 
pca(''C to pt'al't.'--by internal to ...ternal peacc. }'or there is a peace which i
 only ex- 
terior, aud there is a pe:.l(.'C which i
 only interior, 3lIll there iS8 pcuce which is both 
one aud the other. The fir:-t pertains to the flesh alone, the 800Qud to the mind alone, 
the third to both llnitl'<1. The two former we can never have at the :-,ame time in 
the prescnt life, amI we only }wpc f<)r the third in the future. Christ carne to 
ùeslroy the firht, to lk>cn.-e the l'a'Ond, to give the third. Let usdcstæt then what 
Chri:;t hath eondell.lncd, anJ let us love what he taught-for he is L1.ithful who hath 
promised. Let us love internal, let us hop<, for cternal}')('3ce. Thus shall we cel- 
ebrate the floral, tlms the fl"uitCul pa.
h. Thus 
l)all we obtain thut inestimable 
joy, which shall endure withuut ,'hange fur eVt'r."* 
Reader we travel slowly through this way, ,\hich is not, I hope, found sterilE", 
or uufre;hcd by the 
weet dews of heaven. Here again we must p'.1Use ßwhilu- 


· Hicard! 8. Victoria de gcm1no PBBCb&1c. 
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:fi)r it will hc wdl to l'xaminc what Wei"C thc 
ntiment:; of llH'n ill agp-; of faith 
rt'si
ting the fe:;tival:; of onr blc::;.::,L'C.l Lady; lIot only bl.'('au:;e the subject is in 
itself fruitful of tender and noble thoughts, and that it is irnpossibh' to understand 
the 8pirit of the middle age
 without ha\'ing studied them, but al80 on account 
of the errors respecting them which al'e so prevalent in 1I1()(.!ern 
o("i('ty. 
It is most true, that the Church 
eem..; to place no boune},.; to her gratitude to- 
wards the august creature who had such a part in the ineffable mJ:'Ìery of human 
redemption, pronouncing that new fiat, IlO less :-;ulel1111 and no less efficaciou..; than 
that which called down upon the universe the fir
t rays of material light, lwomiseJ 
in the first announcement of mercy, even before the (livil1e Ra\'iollr. A;:; Lewis 
of Granada remarks with St. .\.Ilgustill, ".An that we can !Oay in pmi!Oe of the 
ble
"ed Y"irgin, falls short of what St. )[athew expre
:;e;o; whcll he 
ays, "De quâ 
natus est Jesus, qui vocatur Christus."* "T e have before hc
ml what St. Irellæus 
said respecting her in the apostolic age, for which 
Ii1ton profanely prupu:,
s that 
he should he ae
pised Ly Christians as ignorant of divinity: and similar expr
s- 
sions are met with in all the early Fathers. "0 wondrous my
tery!" explaims 
Clemens .\.lexandrinlJ
 :" "one Father of all, one "T orcl, one Holy Spirit, and the 
same every where, and one only mutht.r, and ðhe a virgin !"t St. Augustin 
a)'s, 
"If all our members were changed into tongues, there woulJ nut be one able to 
.praise her sufficiently."t 
It is most true that, in the middle ages, the devotion to the mother of God wa
 
tender and profounù. St. Bernard, St. Peter Damian, St. Anselm, and St. Bona- 
ventura, are 
culpturecl in a chappl of the Benedictine abbey uf Solêmcs, a..; bE.'ing 
the fonr doctors who.:;e eloquence ill celebrating her privileg
s were tuo
t admired. 
St. 
\.llselm, that profound and penetrating philosopher, that theologian, whom 
even modern writers style admirable, calls 
Iary "the repairel. of the lost worM,. 
queen of angels."
 The great dh;eiple awl rua
t('r of mysteriou
 song, who had 
t1rank so deep- of the living water that welIs from Iioly ""rit a:-; from a fountaiu T 
who haJ searcheJ iuto so lUany profound truths, and whose genius reflected such 
a light on every path of almighty Providence, affirm
, that he who graee de::;ireth, 
and COIDpS not to her, fain wuuld have desire fly without wing;;.\! Coming, ill 
the vision of his soul, to the verge o
that eighth heaven, where }'Iary wa" in view p 
be says that the fervent band lie saw there halted, and- 


.. 'Regim
 C'æH' F.ang so sweetly, 
The de1ight hath ]t'ft me never." 


I fo:llOu1cluever fini:-;h were I to collect all the proofs from history of the devo- 
tion of men in ages of f:.lith for hle
!"ed )fary: Lilt on what ground can the mod- 
erns justify their displca
ure and finding it to be 1-0"/ IIow can any expre!'sion 


· In Nativitate n. }[ari:u Condo, III. 

 Lib. de Exce11entia Yirginis )fariæ. 


t P:l'fl. Lih. I. r. 6. t De Sanct. 
crm. XXX\-. 
I Dante, ParmI, XXXIII. 
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of the ClnuY'h or of the huJy }"atlll'r
 IH.' ('un"idel"t"(l 3n t.
:1

f'('ration, ilUl;roting an 
ullgual"t'lc"tl tIIh'l":lII(,,(', will''' Wl' know that tlu' Huly :"\I'il'it glli(I..
 tin' furllll'l', amI 
wlH'11 Wt' find till' ('oIU'l'rt uf tll.> ]:1ttt'I' :-.0 IIn:mimoll...? TIll' trut' !-olntion ('an be 
giv.'n in tl:W wul'tls. "hell om ' u people is COll\"ilU't'\1 that Chri:,l is God, amI 
tll:,t till' won)"" of the E,.angeli!'t, 
t)'ljng hirll, iu rt'f 'I'Cllce tl) '!:try, her :SOu, tf 
111"l' rightl)" :ul(lurel h)" Dun "cotn
, to :--ilencc th. '-ubtlc (li..;tindions pltr.iro-the- 
olot
o or :!rti\"(' nUt) pa,...iv,', tll-gt,<1 It)" I'oome (li....pnt:mb ag-:lin:o-t the f:lith of thE' 
('hm'('Ia, tlu"'t' (':111 1)(\ no nlt.'rnativt> fc)r that JH."t.ple hut tu admit the ('xcrci
 of 
devotion 10 the Illothl'r of O()(I, in ol ielH"c t.o tilt' (Ji
tat . of n:\turnl fe:.U:lUu and 
th . ('"OllsciClJ of tll . huomn m('('. 
'"l{(joi("(', u f:.ulwr \elam, ancl thnu, 0 motllt'r En', be {.om(()rf("ll,' ('xr1:timg 
N. I
rllard, 'fi.r u d:Ulghtt'r i, 1.,01"11 th:lt \\ i1l t:lkt' nw:\). Jour n'pro
u.h, nml the 
JUan !-hall un longer ha\"e n'.l
un t....ut'lly to a('('u...,, the \\ oman, Lt.-<-au:--c if mau fdl 
h
 \\oman, he (M.1I111ot be rni
l,() up uu)", 1,
 wuman. ''"'hat 
y .
t thou, 0 .\dam . 
'Th' \\ oman \\ hom them go.1'" t to 111(', g-J.\ e m l '. f the trt....., anti T did cat.' Thbe 
an' we)f"Cl
 of mali(
, "It it'h rat "(Or ilU'I
I
 than <":uH'(.1 tlay fault. But dJang(" 
now tll(' word of glliIt
. t'
("U"'t' iutl) tlaal)h
gi\"illg, :tml say 'Lonl, the woman \\ hOIll 
thou gav ....t to m · ga\"(' 111 . of tlU' tn..'l' of Hlè, ami I did pat, 81ltl it i
 :'Wl..'Ctt>r than 
hOIl(')" t,. my htllb"le, I
u in it thou ha.,t gi'"t'JI me litè l'ternal.' "t 
TIlt' ()e\'otion or the .1gb of faith to the 1.1...........,1 \"'irgiu, rL ,mll1el1(1:, itself to 
till> uncl........tantling and to till' 1)(':111 of :111 rhri...ti:m,..;, (1) :1mtUnt of IIe'r high prid- 
Jf'g'(', thrnllcrJ. I,'!{:m) t4) tlat> 10\",> \\ hit.h Chri,t un.. T 'r,1 mu...t )m\"e horn' fi.r "l'r 
-au(1 I)on(' of h;... 1If1
,tion.. \\e Iw("(1 J.x.' u..."alll('(1 tu cuhi,'at '-011 :\('('()uut of Iwr 
own ('xtl'aordinary \'irtUt
, through t('ntlcnu........; fiH" h('t" snrrO\f"', anti finally, from 
a rou...idpration nf tIlc Ix'nefit ",hidl ml1!-ot rc...ult to om,,,,,,'1\",:oJ in ('OIN"tIIH'JI('C of it
 
(.ultivatiull. Or t)u' fì",t motivc we hayc2lJrt'.ul)' 
pokt'" in hripfj ami won).. 1I('{"t1 
not be IUliltiplil"tl to ('"lItèn'l
' a truth whit'h i
 ()It\"iou
 to till' iutt'Jligt'I!l"(" :uul:Lot 
dPar a
 any f'Cml'lu:o-iou of th(' . 'vc>nst diall'Cti('i:m. I
t u... pro('("(,l to t'x;tminc 
th(> oth('I' ilJ(hh'f'm{lnt
, which are dm\\ n ,.njointly trom tl1 understandin
 and 
till' Iwart. It i
 of faith tlmt Chri!-ot ",a... lK'rfL'Ct man ; t..m
r>qIH>ntl
,., ine1('IH'ndt'1i1 
('ven of faith, a, 
lIpr(,IIH')Y ,'irtllnll
, ht' mu
t IHt\'(, pO....:'t,.,:o-("tI, in au ,'milll'lIt dl'
J"('(>, 
the S""l't'h,"'St ami bt
t of all human nf1l"(.tioll!', m:1tt'rna) IO\'
. 0 who ran p
(ilUatc 
thf' lo\"e of a 
Oll for his mothel'! JI..w cOII
t:mt is "llature in all ncrí'
! But latdv 
ð . 
w.> I"pad of a young man miscrably t-Iain, who I-pnk,' 110 otl1('r word., at hi., d".1th Lut 
tIIP'-f': "Alt! what wiJI my POOl" mother sa)" ?" Olle of tlit' mn
t affi'Cting pa
(':i 
of hi
lory furni:-;h,''j all in...tam"(> j))'('(.i:o-t'ly ...imilar. The young COlll1uliu UII tilt' 
..mn
.lelnttCl't'(J this only cr)', "0 my !llUtht'I' ! w)mt gripfwill the J)P\\S ufme cau-.e 
to you!" That mothpr, the Empre 
Iargul'ritt" \\:is h.....tcning from ùle centre of 
Gt:'rmauy to n"th",'m his lif.... \rri,,('(J too lat
, 
}It' cOII
"('r:lt('d tlu o })rire to fouml 
the mona
h'I'Y del Carmine, iu \\ liid. :--11l' is 1"('I)1'(':"l'ut'''t1 with a pnr:-;e in her hand. 


* Matt. f. 


t Hom. II. slIpt.'r 'Ii...sus {'..t. 
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Can any une cOll('civc it po
:-;ibl(', that the humane, the affectionate, the tender Je<;;us, 
who had wept for Lazaru:5 anù prayed for his murder('r
, :::huuld have felt no emo- 
tions of this kind for blessed 
Iary, his virgin mother, whu redinpù bcuenth his 
('ro
s, her bosom pierced with a sword? Can we then imitate Je
u!', and regard 
with the <'yes of a mathematician, ihe severit.r uf a stoic, or the !'corn of a cynic, 
that desolate mother, to whom he was 80 long suhject? ...\gain, independent of her 
:Hll3zing pri\"ilege
, and without any reference to the example of her divine Son, 
i;o; not devotion due to her from a consideration of her virturs j virtues the mO:5t 
eminent gift of highest God, and stich as one might suppose it was impossible for 
the frail ves:5el of humanity to receive or retain in a similar degree? 


-- "Whatsoe'er may be 
Of excellence in creature, pity, mild. 
Relenting mercy, 1:lrge munificence. 
Are aU combin'd inlier.""" 


How men medituted on thc;o;e graces in the middle ages, may be witnessed even 
in the rules of many institution:-;, which had rebrard to them in all that they en- 
joined. Those of the order of the ...\.nuunciation, founded by Jeanne de 'T alois, 
eompri:-;e ten chapters, which treat succes:,ively on the cha
tity, prudence, humility, 
faith, devotion, obedience, poverty, patience, piety, sorrow, and compru;sion of 
:\la1"Y. But it is from the writing:5 of a S1. Anselm or a 81. Bonaventura that one 
may best learn how to speak her praise. "Ave 
Iaria; rightly," adds the latter, "is 
she addressed with the salutation, 'Ave,' who was most safe from all the woe of 
sin; for '...\. ve' is the same a!-' 'without woe.'" 
Let us consider that triple woe, from which she was most secnre. There is the 
woe of sin, the woe of misery, and the woe of hell. Of thesp. three we read in the 
Apoealypse, when John says that he "heard one like an eagle flying throllgh the 
miòst of hpaven, saying with a loud voice, 'Voe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the 

arth." But behold each of these three, alas! is multiplied by threè, so that there 
arl' nine woes; for the exemption from which this salutation is due to :Alary, for 
there are three woes of sin, and three of misery, and three of hell: from an which 
being guarded, she is justly greeted with "Ave." 
First, of ::ïill there is a triple woe,-from the -;in of the heart, from the sin of 
the lip
, and from the sin of deed. ""y oe to JOU who are profound of heal.t, that 
)"ou may hide couu-;el from the Lord."t "".. oe to you, Scribes and Pharisee..., 
llypocrites, who are like whited H'pul('hres, which appear heautiful without to mt-II, 
but within are fuIlvf dead men's bones amI all uncleanness." 0 hmv fur frf'm 
that woe wa
 the innocent heart of l\!ary! Her heart wa;o; mo!'t clean: it was not 
a 
pulchre of vices ; it was a garden and a pamòise of the Holy Ghost. Since, then, 
]'Iary was so far from that woe, justly is she addressed with "Ave." 


· Dante, Parad. XXXlIL 


t Is& xxix. 
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.Again, oCthe:;;in oCthe niourll, J'3iaÎl :--ay:--. '.,roc to you who ('aIlt.vil gooc.l, 
amI good c;"il." ..\ml in the I\.alms wc rt':ul, ",roc to tho
 who "in with th
ir 
t m
ue. The poi:,uu of a.sps is uUtlcr tht'ir lip..;." U how far f,"om that \\ oc w
 
the iUlll>t'eut tl)ugur of 
Tar)' ! Xo poi:--ol) of a...ps wa.
 UJu)f'r her lip
, but h0lll'Y 
awl tIlt' milk of thp IIol
' 
pirit. ""as it not "'0 wl1<'11 I-'Iw :--pakc that IHO:--t dla:--tl> 
word, "Ollofllodo nat i
lm) 1" ] J:ul .she uot hOllcv on IlPr tOllgm> wlu,'u tJ1C ut- 
teretÌ tll3t mdlifluou'i 
el1tcnC('. "me an'illa Domini f' 
im.t'J tllE.'l1, )Iary \\dS 
"0 far from tIn." :o-in of the tt)n
u
, ju...tlv i
 !-oIl(> addr( 
:o-t.'tl with U \.\"e." 
..\(!<Iin. (.f thc 
ill (If tI(.(.(l. '\9' C 1"(,:u1111 "':''(']l':--iaQti('u
, u \r ()(' tu tIlt' tlou1,}t' lwar1, 
anti to the wit'kt'tl lip:,>. awl to thc halld..; that do l'vil :" that i
, \r 
 to the !-in of 
(1 l ,(,<f. () hoW' f:.LT frolll that W
 "as ull thc \\ ork alld all the lite of 
Iary ! 
XpirÌ1er in hcart, nor i'l worÚ. lIor in dCt'tl. had :-O}l(' the h':c,t Spl)t of Sill, that the 
lAW'} might truh' :-:ay ofllt'r, "Tuta l)'llcflr
' (=" :lmica Il1t'ß., pt macula non (,t in 
t,. " 

in('e, tlll'll, 
r
'r)" wa
 
o làr from this triple \U)(', justly Í..; she m1()rl'

('() with 
",AVl'." 


In tla. bf'COnd piace, it I:! to be con
ulcn.'(l how 
lar. \\.1S
ccnre from tltetripl,' 
woe oi uriginal mi...t-ry: lrorn the woc of Lirth. the \\oc of ('hil(I-hear'illg, :lIlt} the 
W('e of ()('atll. Of tll(',(' it W:1..; tmh" ",au(, """ot\ \\'Ot', \\ OC to the inhahitant"" of 
till' "arth." \Ç oc, th'l'l'fl}'"I>, uf hirt J !. in l'(JII:--("l'U'llCC t)f \' hieh we are al1 born chil- 
dr('n ()fwr-.lth. 0 how b:ltc from that \\oc \\as tll(' n1',..thol)" nati\'ity fit )IarYJ 
delivered from it, a..; it j", }X'liE.'\"l'<l. hy})t';IIC' :':Ulf'titit1I in thp womh,;"\/ that !-he 
was '.Jevcr í'ldiu('(1 to :--111. 'nll'r('fof'{', Ilcr nativit,r ht'in
 !"('('CU'P frolll \\oe, \\C 
jll..tI
' ...aIme }.('r with u.A\'l
" 
.\gair', of thc woe l.f hrin
ilw forth childn'n. ,r e r('3.1 in GCI1(':--i:OÒ J when nod 
says to Evc J "In bOrrow 
halt thou br;
ll! forth (.hilda-"ll." U how "'L"Curc from 
that woe was the prf'gnant am] producÎIIC' womh of)lary, that hapI')" l1lotlll'r, whl) 
"onN'in,<) without ('oJltamin:,tJolI
 amI \\ hu prOt)u{'('(1 tilt' nw(li,.illc without sorrow! 

irll'e, thcn 1\lar)' wa:; :--IX'IITl'C.l from that woe, most ju..tly do we salute II('r with 
.. 
 \. ve." 
..\
in, thrre is the woe ofd('ath, of which it i
::.lid, u".()(' to you, impiou.. n}('n, 
who )I:
"e IC'ft the law of thE' '!(,::!t lIi:.ðl : if horn, JOU are horn in lllalt.Jictioll; 
and if (h'al), your part will he in lIIalid(,'Ction." ('t.r-tain])" hoth piou:o' amI impious 
\\ 111 die in the ma]('(')jction of a:-ohc::j ; Lut )"et thc wue i-; onl.y applil'tl here to the im- 
piulI
. to whom that turning to asht'" mu!òt !"<'em 
o l11u('h more ()(lio\1::!, anti t,f 
whil'h the llIelllory llIu
t hI' 
dway:-; f'1I hitter and !"(J t<'rrihll'. 0 how far from that 
WOe of incineration \\"a:-o, a... we ht.IÎC'\,(', tile holy ho(ly of
rary, that body, the J\1(>;::,t 
holy ark of God, whi{'h \\"3:; made of imp(.ri:oòhahle wood, whcu("l' it i
 said, """urge 
!JoI\Jine in !'Pquiem tuam. tu 
t area 
nctificationis tuæ!" Therefurc, justly do \\e 
fo'.'llute IH'r w;th "An'." 
I n the third place. i
 is to he {'on"j(lpr...1 that 'br
' wnq F-:1T", nor on1,y froi11 the 
triple \\ oe of actual sin, not unly from tilt' tripll' woe of origìnalllli
IT, Lllt also 
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from the triple woe of hell. Tbis1a,..;t consists in the greatness of the puni:-hllll'llt, 
ill its multitwle, amI ill il;o; duration. Of the
e three it may well Le said, "".oe, 
woe, woe tu the iuhabitants of earth." To thi=-- EZl'kiel alludl'
, saying, "'Yoe to 
the eity of blood, of which I will make a grl'at pil
." The city of blood is the 
collection of the impious, of which there will be a great pile in the great burning 
of the damned. 0 how far from that woe of the magnitmle of puni
hment was 
the magnitude of the grace an(1 glory of :\1ary ! of whom 
t. Bernard says, ".As 
milch grace as ::\IaI'Y wa
 gin.n UpOIl earth over other;:" 
o much of e:,peeial 
glory bath 
he obtained in he:wcn." Since, then, :\1ary was E'O far from that woe, 
jll..:tly i:::i she addre.:;seù with "Äve." 
Again, the woe of IIl,II consists not only in tlw magnitude of the puni
bment, but 
also ill the multitude of pUlli
hments j whence it is ::;aid in I::,aia", "'Voe tv their 
soul!', becau!'e evils shall be rendered unto them." He says })]urally, ('\'ils, because 
many evil:-; await the e\'il in bell. 0, how far from that woe of this mu1titmleo( 
tormellt
 was in l\Iary the multitude of merits and reward:;; ! .As we read in Pro- 
verb!', ")1ultæ filiæ congregaxerullt divitia
, tu sola supergre<;;sa es unÌ\.cl':-:a"." 
If we unùerstand the
c daughter:-; to l'ignifY holy ::;oub or angelic intelligence:":, hath 
l10t )Iarr surpassed the riche..; of virgins, confe"':--ùr
, martyrs, apostle
, prophet
, 
patriarchs, all{
 angels? Since, then, :\Iary was so far from that second woe of 
hell, ju:,tly i5 she addre:-õ
ed with "Ave." 
La
tl)", the woe of hell con:-:i
ts not only in the magnitude, not only in the mul- 
titUlle of punishmenh., but also in their perpl.tual duration. ".hen it is 
aid in 
the C3nonieul Epistle of Jude, "\Y oe to them who have gone in the way of Cain, 
fill. whoú1 i
 reserveJ. clouds of l1m'kness for e\"er j" remark that "for e\"er," and 
con:-:ider what must be the duration of that darkness which is never to have an 
end j and how far from that interminable woe of hell, was the interminable glory 
of )Iary, fin' whom the Lord hath prepared against that eternal darkness an eternal 
light in heaven! Thus, then, the mû:,t ble

oo Ylrgin )Iar}" was far from the 
triple ""0(' of hell, and far from the nine woes; and, therefore, we justly hegin 
our addre
s to her with 
aying "Ave ;" therefore, dearly beloved, let u:, all 
ay to 
her, ,,
\.. \-ej" and Ict us pray to her that, on account of her sweetf'!'t ...\ \"e, 
he would 
pray that we may be deli\"ered from all woe by our Lord J ('SUo; Chl'ist. 
Rut let us consider again how l\Iary W2S removed from all sin: for against 
pri(le, she WfiS 1I10:-:t profound hy humility; against en\'y, mo!'t affectionate 1)
' 
C'harity ; against anger, most gentle by mildn('s
 j again:,t 
loth, most unweari(.d by 
industry; :'gain:-:t avari('e, mo
t rcfined by po\'erty; against intemperance, mo::;t 
ff'UlOVed by svbriety; again
t luxury, most chaste by virginity. 
In the fir!'t place, consider lu.r profvunJ humility. "Ecce anC'il1a Domini, " 
were :\rarJ'
 word:-:. 0 wOIl(l('rful amI profimnd humility of )fary! hdwld an 
archangel f'peaks to l\Iary, who is called full of grace, the operation of the Holy 
Spirit is conjoined, 
[ary is a

umed to be mother 'Of the Lord; l\[ary is now pre. 
ferrE:d 
fore all creatnreßj )Iary i
 now ms.de the qneen of heaven and earth; and 
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Jet, aftcr all this bhe is not lifted up, Lnt (]t'pl'e:"',..:eò with \\ om]t'rful humility, 
ay- 
ing "Eeec ancilla Domiui!" rhi
 i
 agaill:.1 lUaU), who, iu pro:o,pcrit)" Ulltl 
Lonor:" iu graet.':; anti virtues, are not humolL...1 \\ ith )lary and \\ ith Chri:"t, but 
with Eve and Lucifer! &'C, .beloved, that \Iary \\a... al:.o atfectionate by charity; 
for it k1llary of whom Lub.
 ....:Ly
, "ExllrgcD
 J.utcm 'Iaria, ahiit in moutana cum 
fi...tivatioue." She went that :-oIl( might vi
it, that "he might o;;alntt', that 
he 
might lIliui:-oter to Elil'.a1Jf!th. &>c how full of charity W:l-:; that vi:-itatioll of :\Iar)" ! 
for in the tlc..cl"Í pti'HJi of it, ther.' are four thiu,ri nanu.'C.I in \\ hich her ch:lrit
. to 
GO(] and to her neighbor \\ere full}' dcdan.J, for bhe bll0\\CÙ charit}" to her neigh- 
bor ill 1J('art, \\ 01'(1, .uHI dt'('(1. 
he had ('harit)" iu her heart: and on 3t'Cotlllt of 
thi:o" ri...ilw up, :--he \\ ('ut into th
 hill COHUt!) with ha....te; for \\ hat obli rt.'(l Iwr 
t.o ha....t(.n to that \\C.)rk of dlarity, unIt, 'i the charity \\ hieh wa..: in ht'r heart? 
"e read Ùlat the ...llf'pherd'- I.true IUl.':It 'ninb to tilt: mauger, aud that \fary wcnl 
in 
t to fulfil a '
n ice, and that Zaccheus dc...
dcJ in h
te to rcæive our 
Lon1 to ho..pit:llit)". "(
 to lh()
 \\ ho are f;low to \\orl
.. of charity. 
A rain, :\1:...). :oho\H't1 dmrit}" hJ nord to Ilt'r neigh Lor j fi,r it is of her also 
that. we n...ltl, "Et fiiCtulU (;:"It, tit audi\"it. :,alutatiollcm 
lariæ Elizabt'th," &c. 
l'hal"itJ' b alway to be nOllrisheJ in 
dlutatioll
 to our neigh buns, and ill worù:) of 
("hal ity to otheI'h. Thus, the angel N1lutt.'t1 )la1")"; 
lar}" :-.i1l1tl'() Eli7aheth; the 

ou of :\[arJ 
alult'(l the :\fm'y:-, who \' tare fuing from the p('pul('hrc, ...a)'in r to 
them, "...\.n.te.." \Voe to thu . who, thnm.rh Ilatrl"(I, })('glt,,('t to --ailltc their ní'igh- 
bor! ,,:O-uc to th .... ,,1.0 
Illte their Iwighool" deceitfully, like Jnc.1&C;, \\hen he 

'1i(l, "A\'c Rabhi." 0 how 
\\t tly ùid 'far)" know how tl) salute! 0 :\Iary, 
(ll'ign to saJutf' us hy th)" graN'! '[or( uVt'r, :\hry h;ul not onl)' charity 
in her h('
rt, not only dial ...h(, ...how charit,. in word hut al
o 
hc ucr(.i--t.'({ it in 
deed; for it i
 nf :Mary that \\t' read, "'Ian:,it autcm :\Iaria t'UlU iIlâ qUfi,:)i mcu- 
silmo; tribus." 
Le remained to 
 'r\" . and to con
 I, Elizabeth. \l1d u.
 
he tllU
 
llaal t'harit)" to he,. JI(.i
hh()r, :".) ha(l 
he, aLO\'e all thin..:"', charity to (;I)(] j fi)J" it 
is :\1ary \\ ho !SUy
, ")1. Tuifieat anima mea Dominum,"-tur \\ hum :,ltc lo\"t'(), 
he 
sought to Ul3guify. 
111 the third place, o
r\"e how 
[ar.r w' " m..t 'lIt1e :nul )cnií'nt j for it i
 of 
)Iary that 
inlt'on baid, "Et tuam ip...in>; animnm l)(>rtr..m
ibit gladiw"." Tltis 
')word !-igllifÌt'(l tilt' t->harp pa...
ion and (]('.itl1 of }wr 
on; a ('orporal :-.word ('unit) 
ueithel' killuor \\ OUlIt! the !-Olli. [n like mann..r, thc s}mrp pa..sion of Chri
t, al- 
though it piprQ'(1 through tllc !-1)1I1 of )fary hy c()ml
i(m, Jet it could neitlu'r 
kill it hy hao O ('(I, uor WOUI1J it hy impati('n'
: fur 
Iary nt-ver haft..) tile mur- 
del'crs of h('I" Son , 11('\"('1' \\":i.. irn l )ati('lIt a !':liu...t them For jf other martn's ,"t'ro 
1"'. " 
mn,-;t patit'llt in their ('orpoml mart)"rl}om, how mnl'h more our martyr )Iar}' in 
lwr !'pi..itllal lUart},..(lom! of whid. .It'rumc 
aith, "
he was more than martyr," 
AIa:i! how fiir from the 
m('(' of the mo
t genùc )lary are those who give \\ay 
W rOll1rhn(' "'i, and imparienCf', awl angcl', u!' their own (lom{'
tic
, companions, ami 
neighbor:, uftcn t.:Xperien
 ! 
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In thc fOllrth pla('C, ob:õen'c how diligent was )Iary in good works j for we 
rmd ill the 
\.l't:õ, "All these Wl're per
e\'erillg witll ulle mind in prayer, with the 
womell, and with )IaI'Y, the muther of ,Jesus :" and mark, that our )Iary was un-- 
wearied, not alonc ill prayer with her lips, but also in heart, with holy meditation j 
for it is said in the Go
pel of Luke, "
Iaria cOllservahat ..mnia, "f'rba hæc con- 
ferens iu conle suo." _\.ml a
 :-ohe wa.-i diligent in word and in heart, so also with 
the work of her haml:õ; "for to this end," 
ays the venerahle Rf'de, "she remain- 
ed three months with Elizabeth, that she might, a:, a younger per:;un, serve a worn.. 
au of ad vaneed age." 
Fifthly j obsen'e how ahstemious she was by poverty. The poor !'hcphf'rd:-- found 

Iar)', the poor mother', and the poor infallt, ill a poor place; not ill a }>Oll1pou;o, 
court, but in a poor :õtable. Certainly who c,'er i:o' poor vohmtarily fol' God, or 
who c\-er is poor nece:-:sarily, l>atient1y, may be much consoled b,y the po\"e,1y of 

Iary and of Christ. Far frum that consolation are tlte wicked rich, who 
k a 
,Efferent purpo;:,e. Xeverthele:::s I am unwilling to despair of thp rich; because 
not alone the poor shephprd" but a
so rich kings, found poor :Mary and her poor 
Son : for the rich found them, and came with gift
, The poor found them to 
their consolation, by poverty j but the rich by liberality: for while the poor, by 
poverty, are conformed to Chri
t, the rich, by liberality, are reformed to him. 
Again, we !;hall disco\'er the grace which sat upon the lips of 
Iar)', if we de- 
liberately coll
ct he,. words from the <1o:"pel ; for we 
han find 8even mellißuon
 
f'entences proceeding from her mouth, which she spake to the angel, to man, awl 
to God: two to tlae angel, two to man, and three to God. To the angt>l 
he ha(1 
a word of eha
titJ,-"Quomodo fiat istud?" a word of humility,-"Ecce ancilla 
Dl)milli, fiat mihi secun(lull1 verbum tuum." This is again4 the proud :111<1 arro- 
gant, who lIeither think nor :-opeak humbly ofthelm;elvcs, but utter words of boasting 
and inflation. To man :she laad a word of dmrity and a word of trllth : of char- 
ity, when :--hc ::'0 affectionately 
alutffi the mothe,' of the precuT:-;or, that the very 
infant in the womb exulted. This is ngain:,t the rancorous, who neither do not 
charitably speak to theil' lI{'ighbnr,.;, 01' who a1togethpr (li:o',bin tl) =,peak to them; 
...IIP had a wurd of truth, when :-;he 
aid to the H'rvant:" "Qul)dcullque dixerit \'obis 
f:lcitt:,." This i
 again
t thoæ who do not instruct others to gond bllt to evil, and 
who never admoni:õh them. 
Llstly, )Iary had three words to the Lord. So that she 
p()kf' mort> with God 
than with man or with tllP angpl : for !-'he "'poke twice to the magel, amI twice to 
man, but thrice to God. Ala:;! alas! again.-;;t many who 
o :-..ddom 1'pe3k with 
God in pra)"f'r, and who :o:peak ::50 much with men in vain and often in J>erllicious 
cOll'-er
ation! Hut )Iary had wit1'God a discour:,e tLmkflll, plaillti,'e, a.1ul eo01- 
pa
:-;ionate, than}"flll, with regard to her:o'eH; plaintiw', f.Jl' tlae 10,,;;:) of her son; awl 
comp

ionate for the failing of the wilw. .\ thankful word, when !"he ""'lid, "::\Iy 

ul cloth magnify the Lord," Thi, i:, a
ain
t tlw ungrateful, who, alas! so :;;eldom 
return the 1"1l1alle;o;t thanks to God for many ê,mt(great beuefib, Lilt rathe,'}woudly 
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t IIrn the I)('ndlt
 of God a
aiw4 God. A ))laintivc word, whcn I5he said to her 

Cln, ufu'l" ha\"in
 lo..t him fur thl"l'(' day.., "Fili, (lui(1 1loci...ti nobis." "Th). father 
and I have !-Oll
.dlt th(\(' :--,u'rowing." Thi:-- i
 again..t the irreligioll
, who l1l'vpr 
N.:t'k .h'''lI
 :--01"1"0\\ ing, though tilt.) may ha\"e lo:-.t him fOI" man)" (la}"., through their 
imh'\"otion. )Iary had a won I of (.ompa:--"..ioll \\ ith Gud, \\ 11('11, at tile lIlarriag' 
1t.'a..t, 
11f' ...aid h. Iwr 
on, uTI)(')" ha\c no "inc." This i::, 3brain:-:t tll(' ulHuPJ"('iflll, 
who arc not movt"tl hy the want of pid)" in otht'r:--, alltl \\ ho n(-'\'(,I" l'
hort their 
IIcig-hhor:-:. Alas! now,') 
Iary, lu.holtl 
till tht'n' is 1It"l.'(1 that )"Ou :--uggt..st to 
your Son that thert' an' lI1all)" among \h \\ ho Ila\"(' no willi': the wille of tilt. grace 
(If tlU' Holy 
pirit; the \\ illt' of complllwtioll; the wine of piety; th. \\ inc uf 

pil"itu:ll NHl..olation. ( )f thi.. 
I. n('rnanl 
ay." "]low often is it n('('t-:--,,'-ary for 
IIlC, hn'lhrl'n, aft"r h:uful ('omplaint:--, to t'lItn'at tilt' '[orll('r of i\1('I"t')" that :--he 
\\oultt 
ug-gt'
t to 1)('1" h,'nign 
on Ihat you ha\.f' no \\ int': ami, dcarly Iwlovet.l, ] 
kll )"011, if).ou woul(1 hut piou
ly dt'mawl, there \\"ollltll.e nothing wantillg to yuur 
JIf'C'f....;..;ity, ...im',' ..III' i
 thf' IIlcrciful ,:\Iotht'r of )[PI"CY."* 
You ha\.e IU'anl the !'t.ntinlt'nt.. of tht' ,I!!' S of faith r ''''pt''l.'ting the \"irtu
 of 
1.Jt.....;f'(1 )[ary, It't u..; hridly oh..t'rv(' tlH'1I1 in rt'lation to tll(' 1\\0 rt'maillin
 lI1oti\"l'
 
f
'r dt'\'otion to lU'r. .\ nel, fir:--t, to that of ('(mlpa
..;ion fOI. IH'r bitt('l' 1-01'1'0\\":-'. "0 
t,'arful 
})('(.tadt'," crit.
 Thoma... à Kt'mHi.., "'of a nwth(.r, :lIlt1 :L &111 hcti.rc lU'r t.)" '.. 
in tilt.' act of lx.ing t'fUl'ifit'tl ! of n 1I10tllt'r wt.(.pil'g, alltl of a ..n 
l
aking t'. her; 
of a motlU'r 
hmding' ullf1er tilt.' f'ros
. :nul of n 
On hanging from it j of a mnlhf'r 
1-i!!.hll1!!. ancl ofa :--.)Il (\.pirin
! () maguitn(l(' of ill1l1l('n<.;t' gripf! I)(',.('r to be fc.r- 

oUen, bnt tn h.. IH'M fi \.t'tlly in tilt' lH'art..; of tlap pion", !"t "Con..i(1er," 
lY.; 
t. 
Bllna\'t'ntura, "how hiUpr was 'faiT in tilt' hittt'r p:l..
ion ofllt'rbon." IIcnee 
hc 
lIIight \\"(,11 hav' :..aid, with HUlh, "J)o not ("111 me XaOlui, that is, beautiful j bllt 
.(oall II)P 'lara, Ihat i.., bitter: ht"f'
lU'" · the Lorel hath greatl)" filll>f1 IHP with hiut'r- 
J1P";".' , 
llt' wa
 hitll'l", ht't-::ltI
. IH'I" t\\"o :--OIlS wel',' (11':111; ami 
rary, too, w:t.. hp'J.uti- 
ful, hy tlU' "':uwtifie'atioll oftlH' 1101)" (;lao:--t ; hut hiUt'r hy the pas.-;ion of her Son. 
The h\ 0 l'otl
 of )Ial"). art. (;0..1, m:ul,. lI1an, alltl pnre man.; fiu. ofth ' one :-hp is ('or- 
I'oralh., ancl nf the otlU'r :--pirituaH)., tllt'lI1oth('r. ""'h('næ the bl
..{'(1 B('rnaI"(1 

a)'
. "You art' the 1I10tllt'I' of a King, the 1I10th('r uf an ('xi1p, th
 motll('l. of (;0.1, 
the 1I10tllPr of man. Tlu'
' two S()ll
 of :Mar
. W('I"t' hnth (It.'ad in the pa

ion : the 
ûn(' in tb. body, tilt' othel' in mint! ; tilt' one in the hiUernt'ss ufthe cro:,...., the other 
in tlU' infidelity uf the suul. .\ ml, therefore, the bowc1., of )Iary were fil1t.'t.1 with 
hi t Iprm':",s. "t 
I t only rpmain
 to ()h
PI'vc the 
('ntinJ('nt,., of men in th<"'it' ngps n'
pt.'Cting the 
})('nefit which resulted to them
eIv('S frolll tht.ir dt.'vution to 
Iary. Trm,
, th(-')' 
h(,lip\"l'el that a great 
ign of one's prp<]estination or l"Pprobation i!3 his devotion or 
i wlit}{'!'(-'II('e to the 
[Clt hp1' of God. 
t..\ II.. 'Im N\YS, "A:-. it i..; neces...;ar)', 0 hles.'5l"tl 


· S. fuD8vcnturæ. Speculum, Beatn'. 'Luill' \ïrginis. 
I Sermollum. III. 2. t :-'Pl'(o. B. )[ari:t' \"11.. Lel't. III. 
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Y'irgill, that he who 10:5cth thy f
l\"or 
h(lnld, with it, lose his eternal sah"ation, so 
it is il1lpos:;ible that any in thy fa\"or should pcri
h." 
\nd St. Bona\-entul"a, 
:-ays, "The grace of God will &'1nctify that heart which worthily serveth thce; 
and he that neglecteth thee, hhall die in his r-;ins, a;:) a punishment for snch a ne- 
glect." But is there grolllJ(l to jl1
ti(v the ('en...ure pa
::!cd upon St. Bonaventura, 

t. An
f'lm, find &t. Bernard, hy a recent author, who affirms that they a<.:cribed 
to the blc:o'
ed \,,"'irgin a rank higher than either reason or true piety would 3[0,- 
:--ign? There are, at ka:-;t, some who are not quite ]>repared to coucede fit once that 
such meu were deficient either in rea:;:on or in piety. 
Iethinks the modern read- 
el' ought to ha\"e been warned from drawing any ra
h conclusion here. If the recol- 
lects of Liege 
aid that the" orro:hip of the ble
ro:cd ''''''Ïrgin, C\"ell in those who had 
lived gpntilely was a sign ofprede
tination, they 
poke to men who knew their mean- 
ing, and who, therefore, received their words as teaching it to be a 
ign that they 
would cea:-5etoli\"e gentiIelyjand if Francis 
Iendoza 
aid, it wasimpo
sible that such 
a per:o'on 
hould perish, his readers interpreted his worùs as teaching that it was 
impo5:;ible he should not be convE'rted to a holy life; and this precisely on the 
princip1e which e\"ery one con('edes to St. Amhro
e, when he said to the holy wid- 
ow of O
tia, who mourned oyer the errors of her prede
tinat('(l child, that it was 
impo
:-,ible the son of such tearð f'hould eventually be IO:5t fur ever. These men 
judged from traditionary obsen"ation, a
 al:-,o from personal experience; and I COD- 
('eke that the acutest brain would be a little perplexed, if called upon to bhow 
what thf're was in the opinion it<;;elf that could ju
tify any man in qualifying it as 
a wretched extrayagance, the exce!-,", or pcn-er
ion of religious bel ief. On the 
other hand would it he \'err difficult to qualify that mind which could not be 
made to comprehend why a secret rcverence fOl' the hlc:5....ed 
Iother of Je:-;us should 
furnish proof that the spark., of virtue were not wholly extinguished in the h('art? 
The doctrine of the immaculate cunception, though not an article of faith, was 
Yf't the natural concIu
ion of a de\"out mind; and men were taught by the writers 
who dl.femled it, that "it would be to no purpo
e to be jealous in advocating the 
}mrity of ::\Iary, if they were not mo:-,t careful to presen-e purity in them:"elves." 
IIereafter there will he occa:;ion to show that there wa:i no point of religion in 
the middle ages which interfered with the belief in the doctrine of the atonement j 
but, for the present, heat. what 
ar the doctors mo
t eloquent in 
etting forth the 
henefits which we deri\"e from the, prayers of 
[ary. 81. Bonaventura begins hi
 
)[irror with these wor..1:-; :-"Since, a:-; the blp<;;<;;ed Jerome saith, C There is no 
doubt to anyone but that all pertain:-: to the glor)" "and praisp. of God whatever is 
worthily ascribed to his Son, 
O to the prai:--e and glory of our Lord Jesus Christ,' 
I ha\'e undertaken to express sometiling concerning the praise and glory of his 
blessed 
Iother." St. Anf'elm 
p(,3ks as cIf'arly* to the 
ame f'treet j an<1 thf' nni- 
versal spirit of this devotion i:-, e'Xpre

ed in the words of St. .Bonaventura, in 00- 


* )[edir. Cap. VI. B. I 
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drl'sHing her :-"Sic in Ìt' ViM homines jUl"uIlJari, ut 1it:I11I't'r ill t'UlI1, CUjU8 
later 
t:'H, rcfunJatur affectus:.. nut that the)" heli 'n'd ht'r t'xample, her IDl-rits, and 
her interct'ssion to he of g-rcat eu'ail to the childnn of Eve, is a fact which no 
Catholic will be dibpOBl.d to doubt. 
.After lH'arill
 till' won1:.. of the "'('r:1phice (lo('tor l "'pl'aking Oil thi... hf"1uI. \\ t. may 
ri
e :nul pn)('(...d :-"CoIÞ,i(ll'r," ...ait!'IIt', .t!.o" \Iary i
 ilitpi preted rhe SIal' of the 
S'a." ,r e I'l'ad that it i.... th. ell tom of 
Iilor
, whell about to na\'igate, to l'h 
 
some one btar, hJ whit.... ray they JIm)' be gllidt'{I fl.., to lllah.e tll 4.1 p"i n"tl land. 
Thi... i
 t}l(' ofli('e which is di!-('harg'{'{rh)' our 
tar )Iary, whi(.Ja tlirpdelh thr,..
 who 
ar... navig.ifin,; through tli.> "'t.1 of th... wor}tl, in tilt' :--hip tlf iUlloC't'II('(' or ofpt>ni- 
ft'nCl', to tilt' ëhore of their IIE':tn'lIly ('oullrry. IlIIu)('f'nt, in aJ]lI:--ioll lu this, ......kR 
hy what a... .i
tan ,> t'au ship . 
pe thrmwh :-00 JnallY peril (0 tht> t-horl''' of their 
country? C't>l.tainly hv m. lliJ uf 
 ()(wI Bud n !'hr; that i"J, by the faith uf the 
('rns..., :111(1 hy vil1uP oftl1(> li
ht whic'h 'Jury, our footar,afii....l...1 tOil"', our 
tar of the 
&'a, tll(' purt.:,t 1I10:--t ra(liant, IHO:o,t u"'t.t'ul :--Iar; (.Ir :-oUt,I1 i:o, tl", lu:--tre of that jo.rar, 
which 1'( .. out of Ja('oh, that it ilJumilH't1 t}1I' IIni\"t'],XlI orh, re:u..'hing to the lwight 
of hC
l\en, amI pt..netrating to the profound.. t (lepths of Iwl1. 'Ial'Y j!3 a light t6 
{,lllighten the 
orlt.1 hy th. tlampl 'of her life, hy the belJefit
 of ht>r ("OIUP:t....:--.WII, 
and h)" the rew:mls of hE'r glor)". (()n
idf'r, fir.::t, that 'fary is u light to ".nlighten 
;n:iu)', h)' tIll' ('xample of her hright lift.. 
t. Bt.rnard says, "lIt' that wil1 follow 
tJJ)" \\ap', :-ohall nut walk in .1arkllt'" hnt !o'lmll ha\" · the light uf life." Second I}', 
(,'OD:,i(Ier that sh . cnlightcni tl:, hy th>> bendit..; of IU,'I' cumpa.
...ion i from \\ hich it 
i'i that many are 
piritualJ)' enlight'l1c<l in the night of this worM. ..\IU], thir(l1)", 
('on!o'i(I,'r that Fhe j
 a light hy the glory (If }If'r r{'wanI
: fill' 
Iary i:o: the mo:-l 
E'x('t.lh'nt work (If (;.)(1 ; Ulul :1S !òlu> wa!o- fillt'(l \\ ith grac"C in tIlt' world, <04) she t
 
full of glory in }I('an'n. "Yon :o>pt., tlu'n, how :\Jary i; th. 
tar of the 
, anci 
how he is 3 light to cnlight...n :uul (lirl'Ct u.... Then.fore, dearl)" beloved, let us 
pray to 1lary, that, in true 111 nitCllre, we ru:l)" I)f'{'OIne \\ holly hittpr, th:lt we may 
he Fpiritually guit]l'lI throu
" thp :-P.l (If thi
 \\"orl.], and thut hf'n>aflt'r We 1113)' be 
Rhone UPOII, hy till' mys uft.tt'rnal glory, through our 1.01"(1 .re
us ("III'i
t.t TIJerc- 
fore, \\c ma)" \\"('11 implore ::\lar)", us Ahraham h:....ought Sara, 
)'illg, 'Sa)", I prey 
thE'e, that thou art In)' bister, that it may he \\"(,11 with me on a('t'ount of tht't', amI 
that m y !òoul ma\' Jiv.
 fc)r thy Mke.' 0 tlU'u )[an"! () our 
ara! :-a\' that thou 
. . 1 I WI wi 
8,.t our 
i...ter, that Oil thy aN'Olint it ma)" 1)(, \\"(.11 \\ itlt 11... frllm Go(l j that, for thy 
&'1k<:, uur souls may li\.c ill (;od. :::-'ay, I pray thl,(', U nllr dt'drp.,d:;..m ! that thou 
art our Fil;;tpr ; that, on account of 
Udl a l'i:-tf'r, tlae 
"F
ypti31l:">, that i:o" the <1<:IUOII,", 
mar r(,\"t'I"l'm'c U'i ; that, on u('('ount tlf !-Ut'h a :--i'4t'1., th.. an
('].; may jilin thcluselves 
in eompall)" with us j that, Oil aecount (If 
u('h a. :--i..rcr, the Fathcl', the ::)on, and the 
Holy Gho
t may ha\"e mer<')" upon tb."
 
Having IIOW heard what were the a:ntillwllh anti vi..wJol generally l.ntertained òur- 


· F-timulu8 Divin. .\mnri". Pars III. 
. 16. 
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ing the middle ages with respect to the festival
 of the Church, the prc::;ent would 
be the proper place for considering the argumenb; brought against them by the 
adversaries and lukewarm followers of our fa.ith, who pcr8ist in caning for their 
suppre88ion. "I am filled with joy this day," says St. 
\.ugustin, ct on account of 
the great festival of St. Peter and St. Paul; but yet I am somewhat saù, because 
I do not behold such a multitude assembled as ought to be found on the nativity 
of the Passion of the Apostles."* Alas, what wouhi be his language now, if, 
in countries exposed to the atmosphere of the new opinions, he' witnessed the de- 

ertion and silence of the holy churches on days of obligation! But what neeù 
here of many words to show how excellent a thing it must be to "cdebra.te in 
glorious and lofty hymns the throne and equipage of God's almightiness, and what 
he works, and what he sufferz:; to be wrought, with high providence, in his Church; 
to sing victorious agonies of martyrs and saints, the deeds and triumphs of ju::;t 
men against the enemies of Christ, in fine, whatsoever in religion is holy and 
subJime, in virtue amiable or gmve,-whatsoever hath passion or admiration in 
all the changes of that which is called fortune from without, or the wily subtilties 
and refluxes of man's thoughts from within,-all these things, with a solemn and 
unchanging form of embll'matic imagery and of inspirings sounds, and of majestic 
words to point out and describe?" 
Hcsiod, in his works and days, and Aratus, speaking of God, express the testi- 
mony of the human soul to the im portan(;3 of regarding seasons and hours in an 
the affairs of life. By the jurisconsultÆ; and legislators of the middle age's, atten- 
tion to them is considered as belonging essentially to that wisdom of government 
which should characterize every Christian state. t 'Vho object to the Catholic fes- 
tivals, but the men who already stand conùemned in the Gospel of tlH' marriage 
feast! "Cæperunt omnes simul excus'tre. \Til1am emi, Juga. bo,,"um e'mi quinque ; 
non possum vcaire." Here was industry and necessity, indeed, sufficient, one might 
suppose', to justify the suppression of any obstacle. Yet we know what was t}wir 
sentence, The language of the moderns, on this head, reminds one of Seneca's ob- 
jection, when he affirms that the Sabbath day caused the Jews to lose almost the 
seventh part of their lives, and to suffer many losses, from its not allowing them 
to work incessa.ntly; but, without referring to the wisdom of the Church, to the 
tender affections of her children, and to tlw cha.rity of the rich, which provide,l 
against the injury of the poor-surely an answer ma.y be found in 1:he writings of 
the ancients, the solid e'"(cellence of whose natural reason conforms with such ad- 
n:iraùle precision to the principles of faith? The Athenian, in Plato, shows that 
the god8, in pity for the laborious life of men, determined that there should be in- 
tenals of repo
c dedicated to their worship, to the muse's. and to Bacchus; and 
hence he says the festivals of religion were an institu tion of cclestial IDe'rcy. t 
Let any man conte'mplate the orùer of society which sncce'ede'tl to that of the 


· 
29ö. t Greg-OI'ius Tholosanus Præludi Jm'isconsuJti, Lib. IV. ! Dc Leg-ibus, Lib. II 



210 


M 0 R E 
 CAT II 0 L I (' I i 0 H, 


ancient states, a.nd he will find no ground for concluding that the sa.me wants had 
not continued, notwithstanding the inflUt'uce of the Christian liberty. It is not 
thp inh'rests of thl
 poor alonu tha.t would convince a thoughtful amI benevo]ellt 
observer of the importance of the festi\"als. How t11t')" stood in relation to those 
thing's, is sufficiently ol)\"jou
 to e\''(,>ry úne. nut there is a raC'e lwlong-ing- to a 
higher class of 80ciety which, r think, would supply him. if possil,]t', with still 

trongt'r ar
uments for prt'
l'rving the (.cclcsinstical discipliu!' in I,ll its integrity. 
(Þnlv h.t him oh:O:l'rn' what takt'
 pInel' in tIlt' hOll. (' of the rich: hO\\ a multitud.' of 
. , 
wr('tcht'11 nml imoluntary t'UptiH'd urt' t1H'rt' con
t
mt1
. Tl'taillt'(1. jo;ll\.,('
 of cu
tom, 
that st('rn, that un
piritua] ino;;tructor, who cun huH' no hopl'
 of any fl':o:pite from 
th(' evils of tIlt' wor]d's Ylmit
". un] from tht' intt'rposition of thc C 'hurch; chil- 
dren of u my
h'rious and c'ahunitolls doom \\ ho must pt.'rish in unmillgled bitter- 
nl'SS, unle&) the fcstÏ\al bhall sucl'l't'd, from time to tinw to rt'mind tlll'm of a 
happier world, and to 
L/).
ua(Ye their thirst, by prt.......ntillg t}lPm with the memory nnd 
th(' anticipations of justice. Only let him ob "f\.C that nothing short of the ne- 
ces.-;ity of an unÏ\'('r
'11Jy rt>eognizro ohJig:1tion ran 8('CUI'(' them the moral rt.>Íreshment 
\\ hich is ilH1il'pt'nsahlc to tJll'ir 8pirituu.I ('"{i
t('nce, and without takin
 into nccount 
the intcr(' -1..'1 of nny otJl('r class, methinks h' must arrive u.t th. cOIlc1u
ion. that 
th.. supprL.don of Catholic fcsti,"al
. whl'rcyer it takes place'. and undl'r whatcVl'r 
('ir('u'n

mre
, must h(' alway:. an irr..mediable calamit'l" c tn" race of m('u. 
\ft('r .AIJ:Lchar
i
 hacl ,-isitt..1 the.' difTl'rt'nt Rt'Lh'
 of Gfl'(\('(' h(' is reportt'd to 
haH' !'..'),id Uu,t "all wanh't.l lei"llrc awl trnnqnillit.r for wi:-:c1om. except tlw r 11ct'I1:1>- 
monians, for that till' f' werc the onl
' p '
ns with whom it W3.8 po
ible to hold 
2L rationlLl t'oJlYers.Ltion." "The life of all the other Grceks," &<1.18 'IÜIJ('r, "had 
doubtJ(,:o:s app,,'art'd to him as a r(>l'tll'l'-I nnd unquÏt.t ('xiRtenc(' 8 con
tnnt stnI
g-le 

 ithout allY ohjl'd. .. \n(l it i.. curiolli' to remark ho\\ many \\ ritt'rB havl' 11\\"('lt 
011 the tedium anti list!, "T1CSS of a Sp:utan lifc.', ü.S w(.ll a...; on that of u C:
tholir 
country which has r('tainCll thc disciplinc of ages of faith. Yet Lord B
('on him- 
f'l'1f makt'
 t}w rf.'lnark, that ., in t]w distrihution of daJs, that wlwrt'in Go(l did 
rC5t antI contl'mplatc hiri o\\n works, was b]c.'&C11 above all tIll' dny:i wherein ho did 
dTl'rt and 8('cQmplish them."* 
In thp middle a
es, men were industrious and indt.fatigable: unnumbered mon- 
Uffit'nts have they left bd1Ì1H1 of ha".in f' l'a.'ist'll a.n active existence i and }"t:
t we 
Den>]' ohserve them l:omplailling of the numbC'r (If ecdesiastical festivals, or la- 
nH'ntin
 t1wir institution. 'l'hc desire of eVt'ry ht'a.rt 8l'pmt'd to be expressed in 
that verse of the l)salm, u Cnam petii a Domino, hanc rcquiram; ut inhabitem 
in domo Domini omnibus diebus vit.u mem i ut videam voluptatem Domini, et 
visitem templum ejus." The I)rayer of the minstrel used to be that every day in 
th
 week might be ::)unday,t and Columbul used to observe the festivals of the 
Church during the perils of his expedition, in the wildest parts of the new dis- 
covered world. 


· Advancement of Learning. 


t Legrand, d'Au1'!,'!I. Fabliau, Tom. II. 26. 
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,rho wishes to abolish the festivals of the Catholic Church? X ot the poor 
man, whom they console; not the holy man, whom they nourish; not the meckly 
learned man, whose labor they assist; not thc artist or poet, to whom thcy sup- 
ply such sweet and glorious visiolls. But the Christian pastors are calleù upon 
to suppres
 the festivals. to gratify a few insolent and gloomy pedants, who, in 
the priùe of thcir political or literary famc, mistakc genius for superstition, and 
faith for insanity. Remorseless task-masters, who impose worse than Herculean 
labors upon the sons and daughters of the poor; immediate authors of what 
....Eschylus ascribes, in the first instance, to the Furies
- 


U ávòpOlqJ.ijTar; 
Õ åwpovr; 'íÍlxaç," '" 


of the fortunes that slay men prematurely. Therefore, they say in their hearb, 
"Quiescere faciamus omlles dies festos Dei à term."t "Thou shalt return no more 
to this world of dreams," say these men of false wisdom, in the same breath con- 
fessing the wretchedness of their own state, "Thou shalt return no more to this 
world of dreams. Go! forget thesc mitres of light, these aureoles, these chants, 
these seraphs. The voice of the archangels has finished for thee. Cast away thy 
remembrances, thy infinite hopes. Heal life is somewhat differcnt from the 
fancics of youth. Follow us, and we will show thee things that thou hast never 
seen-the sourcf' dried up, the rind withered, the heart broken, the cup empty." 
Lo, what a vapor of malediction comes from mortal lips! The earth is become 
dark and cold. In those streets where a new civilization declares that God in 
sacramental presence shaH never pass, the dust now drinks the black blood of the 
cltlzens, which brings with it again fresh retributive murdèrs with unforgiving 
rage. 
Yes, ac::suredly, "the poor man bent to the earth, oppressed with fatigue, and 
uncertain whether he will obtain sufficient support for his subsistence, the rich man, 
surrounded with things in which the world places happiness, and astonished every 
moment not to find himself happy, ever striving after some object which hc docs 
not possess; the man cast down by misfortunes, and the man intoxicated with a pro:)- 
perous succe.-;s, the man immersed in delights, and the man devoted to the attrac- 
tions of science, the powerful, the obscure, all, in short, find in everY' object an 
obstacle against rising to the Divinity-a force which tends to bind them to some- 
thing for which we have not been created, to make them belie the noblpness of 
their origin and the importance of their end. "-" What wisdom then," exc1aims 

Ianzoni, " in the ordination of the Christia
 festivals, which gave all men an oc- 
casion and an excitement to escapp from this state of 811 bjectioll ! " t 

Ioreover, it is certain that the mind wa.s confirmed in its belief of all the facts 
of the Christian religion by means of these institutions. In an the monuments 


-Eumenid. 9.36. 


t Ps. ]xxiii. 


t ûssen"azioni StlJ]a 110ra]e CattoIica, cap. 5, 
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with which tht'Y were surroundt.d in tho h.'mplt..ø e\ cry" Jll'ru t.'rected, iu the allu.... 
al ft'8ti\"als of the nativity, the epiplum}, the p. . 'ion, death and resurrection of 
Christ, and in the pcnteco8t, which W'..L.i the da} of sol'mn mission to the apostles, 
mell saw, and M it were felt with their hands, tilt' e\ i,lt'nee in proof of their fa.ith ; 
80 that wh('1l gro"ll up to maturer }ear:-l, till')" coul(l no more doubt rl'spt'ding 
the miracles .1.SCribctl to Christ ßnd to his "po
tl.'
, than tho facta relating to t'lO 
history of their own nation, tho .rics of their kingti, or Wly other circumst:mc..cd 
r\.
 peding thl'm. 
Had olle onl) folJo,,('(l tilt' ('(>r('UlonTel:i of th Church in a Catholic countrJ but 
oncc during tho pa,&iioll antI tho f . .tÌ\al
 of J<:a::Jlt'r, it would ha'"o be 'n 8ufliriellt 
to ha'\"'e impr
d the undel":ltanding c'.er aftcrwarùs with a . nvictioll, that tIll' 
C\ cnts thus commemorated must have occ\un>d, und in that :-enøe at lea..'5t to h
" e 
st'Curl,<I th(' fulfilmt'nt of lll'r desin', wht'fl' ..Ill' praytJ that thl" n'c(>i, ing of the 
pa.sch.,l Bal'mment may ever remain in our mir1tls. TIm' WiLd formt.J. tlmt t:ìui'i- 
tlan faith t,.'\"'en in those who could not cxpr0B8 its origin in clear words; antI thcv 
\\ ere not more able to gÌ\.e a rCa.iQn for their con' iction of innumerable other 
fact:!, whieh Uwy could not haH, Jt'uicJ, without beiJlg regarded by all uwn as 
stupid anti in
ane. * 
The modern8 r('ut! about our Lord as they do about any remarkablc historic 
pe
nage; Catholics, in ugcs of faith, by means of th fedti,.als and ceremonil.., 0' 
the Church, ßM)" be o.1id to han' IwtlU
llJ li\l'tl with him. Ul'ligiou in the forn.pr i
 
but 1\ ôpeculative opinion; in till' lattt'r it 'H
 n. n'al and per:-:onalt'xpl'rieuc'e. Cl1
 
tom ðt,'rn.J tlll'm hetter limn inrl\lml'mblc rt'a.::;on
, which. howe\"t
r solid. canllot 
be Uh\OIY8 prctient to the mind. 
Jetaph
.sical pronfs strike but littlp ; and (""('11 
when they do a\ ail with some, it ÍB only during the iustaut \\ hile till' d('lIlon
tration 
i:; 
'en: for in an hOl1T1\Ctt'r, mell f('ar that tJlf'
' \V('re tlt'ct.'in't1. " l l uo d cl1rio
itatt> 
co
noverint, 
uperbiti ami
erunt." Th
 Church by ht>r fe
tjrala and ccr('monip!:J, 
imbuetl, and as it were, dyo 1 tl1 ' soulg of men with belie!, 80 that thcy had that 
habitual faith, which Paschal says is absolut('ly c:)S('ntiai indt'pelulellt of con\ iction. 
since we h,,, e 8 body as Wl'll as a soul; amI nULt till' ti()Jl8ei) Impel us to belie, l. 
the con trnry. 
But if there were a<hantal."" r' ulting to the understanding from the institution 
of thp Christian f(,8th"als still more were they conducÏ\"e to important l'ndd in the 
economy of tho interior life, s..
 directing the emotions of tht' 1H':Lrt in sub- 
ordination to faith. What ure the poor solitary ml'ditn.tions of an inùi\ idual, let 
him be ever 80 wise and boly, if comp..Lr(1d with th. realities which just men find 
in the annivl'r
ari('
 celehratro by th(> d(',.ont I)t'ople? At t>W'h re('urrenco of the 
holy timl', methinkil a sovereign nntl r(>\ Í\ ing joy mll
t needs rush into the bo- 
som, and the sweet oùor of the remcmbt'rctl Gospel imbatho thp soul with the 
fragr.l.l1cy of hea,'en. This re
mlt was not lcft ùepending upon the force of all} 


· La Ho
uf' Tradal. t1p Rf'lig-ionf'. Q. ,-. ("ap. 2. 
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natural and general law; it was sl'cluí'(l hy a numbí'r of positive exerci
L"8 con- 
1lected with thC'ir í'e1ebratioll: for ut all tho principal fl'a.-;ts, holyexerciS('s wen' 
renewed. and tllt' suffrages of the saints were fervently implored. 
I n cathedrals awl parishcs, the approach of a solemn day might have been 
easily foreseen, by observing what were the numbers that waited at confessionals. 
Even to the peasant, 1"l'mote from citil

, the vigil would be announced by the light, 
which thn'w its beams far over woorl. and wa
Ìl>, i
suing from the turret of the cas- 
tle chapel-a well-known sign to him, by which he would know that at that 
moment thc inmate::; werc making holy preparation for a blessed morrow. Ev
ry 
where, from festival to festintl, men were always looking forward, and resolving 
to celebrate each, as if it were to usher them unto the eternal festival of the fu- 
ture world. ole Above all, the fast of LC'nt, with its repe
ted instructions, and tho 
solemn ritcs of the sucí'eeding anniversaries, was always found effectual in sancti- 
f)"ing a multitude of souls for the rest of the year. To celebrate the least festival 
in the true spirit of the Church, and in conformity to her injunctions, was, as she 
herself expressp<1 it, "to be filled with the eternal fruition of the divinity of God, 
which is prefigurerl. by the temporal reception of his pr
cious body and blood." 
We see that, in th
' most solemn commemoration of the highest ineffable mysteries 
her chief, indeed her sole solicitude, is to promote the virtue of her children. Th
 
breaks forth eyen amidst the transports with which she prepares to celebrate the 
re::;l1rrection of our Lord. "II ujus igitur &'tnctifieatio noctis fugat sceleros," sl1(" 
exclaims u,t the hem.diction of the paschal candle; "culpas lavat, et rerIdet innocen- 
tiam lapsis, et mæstis lætiam : fugat odia, concordiam parat, et curvat imperia." 
Thus, in fine, were earthly desires mitigated, and minds trained to love celestial 
things. Men were purifierl from all vile inclinations, and entice<l to renounce tri- 
vial and degm.<ling objects-they acquired an exquisite sen
e, and an ardent 10nJ 
of what is just, in morals 
 in art. in matters of religion, as wen as in all the 
relations of human society; amI tllU::; by rIegrees weaned sweetly and impercept- 
ibly from all that was intrins!cally peri
hable and vain, they were prepared to ar. 
rive at the great destiny of tlll'ir nature-the immorbLl posæsi'ion of God. 
Already han' the just limits of this chaptpr he en overpast, and yet we have still 
to consider the ecclesiastical fè
tivals in the 
'lmc point of view in relation to the 
anniver
aries of the 
aint8. 
In t]w Pagan mythology. till' honor of apotJll'osi
 was granted to the authors 
oì new arts and commo(hties.-Ueres, Bacchu
. 
Iercurius; and with the moderns, 
,. fl'latio inter diyos," seems to be consi..lered a
 due only to the b<Lme kind of merit, 
to the inventors of printing, of stl'um-engines, of machinery to facilitate the pro- 
duction of articles of trade, or of scientific instrullll'nts conducive to the dC'yelopmf'nt 
of national industry; in short. to the inventors or improvers of things appertaining 
to Vulcan or Dædalus. Thesl' are the persons to whom, as eminently useful to s<r 


· Df' llllit. ('IU'i
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C1et
, the supreme honor which man can attribute unto m:LI1 i8 gin'n ; thoug-h, 
in'll'pel1lh'ut of all truth..; of tlll'ologv, their merit i8 eertainly mix..a with 8trife 
ILIlI! perturLation. 
Iiùùletoll indeed t)3yB expr
ly, that h' \\ ouhl mthl'r with 
Pa
an Homo PtLY divine honors (a rem:Lrkaùlo ('"{pression from one who prof C8 
himse1f a champion ugain
t idolatry) to the fOlUuler8 of l'lI1pirl'S than" ith Popi
h 
Rome to tho fOlUl\h'r
 of mont
..;tl'ril's: "Por my part," hu 
LY8, "I should f;oon('r 
be ternpt.cd to prostmtt) myself l)t'for' the statue of a Homulus or 1m Antoine, than 
that of ß Lauren.' or a ÐamitLD." For such I' judgment, the'Voico of nlånkilll! dur- 
ing the middle ngps wouM haH" hlLtl "0 ot1u'r compIinwnt hut Rt. .Terome'!:; to \Tigi_ 
hmtiu:-õ-" 0 infl'Iicl'lI1 hominem, et omni lacrymarum fontp pIangl'llilulll !"-"Tell 
inIII'l't! might th 'VOiCI
 of thëLt ßncient society lu" 0 6nunded 8tmlWl' to one who 
hall such thoughts, wh 'n in unison ,vith holy Church it " ' ought nOlI. while m.Lk- 
ing it"! offering in comlllt'rnomtion of his 8aint
. that hi
 ButYl'ring malle t1ll'm glori- 
on
. so 111',"otion might rt,tult'r it innol'ent, through its LorlllLncl Hl,.IN'rnt'r. * 
But what skills it to will n. f:Lelinz triumphant lanrl'l out of the tC'\rs or wrC'tch- 
cd ml'n? or hO\v cûu1c1 the 'Vl
in anti ngnillan' trophics of human ambition be 
associ:Ltcli with the goltlcn VitL18 fun of swel't pprfunw
, which arp the prayers of 
th(' saintd? In dt'tt.rmininf! tho proper objl'ct'f of II vpl'rt!uli:L-which is the t-:l'r- 
\ i
e or \\I)r8hip tla' to ,'xcl'lIl'nt cn':Lturl':-Õ, Latri:L Ll'ing th" wor
hip ill1t' to <roù 
tLloDe, by faith, hopc.', anel clmrity, and Dulia bl'ing the scrvu'c duc to ordinarv 
crmtnrt':.. n; the nnci('nt schoolmt'n .tiRtingui:dll'dt-how conhl th(>re he a question 
bptwl'l'n tho tnX' of \fillll}(,ton anel that of tllC' Homan PontifT
? '['Ill' wi
lom 
of tho Chnrph, likl> till' ,rirH'r\." of .. E';l'h
'ln:,. re'({llire,I that nothing but \\ hëLt con- 
tributed to thc object of a LI:LlIlcl,' \ictory shouIcl h> Bung to her fa\"orell pt'ople: 


u7roia VII''I' p,i ICØlâíL. i 71'lIrIC07rU.! 


..\nclILs for the ohjl'Ption of hC'rC'til'
, if tho:'l' who fol1owt'll humhly ntHl pt'r
("'(>r 
ingly in the way of the ('ro
... Wl'rc not to Ù' hOllon'el hy III I'll , wonlll th(' P:-õalmi:o:t 
ha\ (> saiù, ,. 'fihi nimis honorati Bunt nmiC'i tni D.'us ?" rhri
t tC'nchc
 118 that 
tlH
Y an' honorl'll by HOIl. " Si ql1is mihi mini...tmn
rit, honorifiC':Lhit ('urn P3ter 
nll'u::; qui in Ct['lis cst?"
 
[O
'8 praYI'11 to tit(, Almight)', !'ëLying, "Ul'('ordaro 
Dumine \braham. Is:.ac. et J:L('oh,8l'rVOrUm tuorum :'1 ancl .T:
oh, in his hl'n& 
diction, nddcll, "Et invocctur BUP r co nom(>n m(>um, nomina q110(!UI' p
Ltnlm 
t1l1'Ornm Ahraham C't Isa.ac. "-".Joh uutem 
f'rn18 meu
 omhit pro vohis," saY8 God 
him..;elf; "f:Lciem l'jus suscipiarn, ut non \ ohis imputt'tur f'tultiti:L .... 
.J l1st1y, thereforc, dul the genemtions of tho midtlll' ages con('lulh', th:,t the in 
tercl'
gioll of 
aint!; is not a contradiction to the atonement of the Son of Ooel : :m(l 
truly just \\':1..') it that thl'Y Rhou1cl rl'joice in the t('mpoml lluty of ('omnll'lIlorating 
their, ietori('s, when it was their l'rn.rer that tht'J mirrht exult in beholding them 
for eternity. .* 


· Fnr' :-;1. :=Ut'plH'n. 
! EI1Illf'nill. 
ltI:L 
 J,)an. '\.ii. 
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Let us, however, hear St. Anselm, who had such a tender devotion for tht 
saints and for the mother of God. "'Vhat other interce
sor can I obtain in th! 
presence, but him who wa::; made the expiatory victim for sin-who is Heated a\o 
thy right hand-and who, from the midst of the ineffable glory of which he par. 
tales with thee, implores for us thy clemency? He it is who is my advocate with 
nOll the Father; he is that sovereign pontiff, who has no need of shedding other 
blood to expiate sinH; his own blood shed for us flows yet from an his wounds. 
nchollL 0 my God, the holy victim-the perfect victim-which is agreeable to 
thee. llehold the spotless lamb, who kept silence in the presence of his shearers. 
Behold him, who without having committed sin, charged himself with our sin!:;, 
and who has put an end to all our miseries by the torments of his agony !"* 
Who can imagine, to use the language of antiquity, t11:lt the rich man buried 
in hen should evince such solicitude for the salvation of his brethren, aJ}{l that the 
saints in heaven should h
ve no care for the lot of their fellow-citi.ens, still combat- 
ing? If anyone asked how could this be, he was referred to St. Augustin, who ac- 
knowledges that to understand in what manner the ma.rtyrs hear the invocations 
of mea at different parts 011 the earth. exceeds the power of human intelligence. t 
If the especial devotion to particular saints at certain places was objected to, the 
wisùom of the same great doctor could have been urged in reply; for when relating 
the miracles wrought by Sl. Stephen's relics, he doc
 not fancy St. Stephen to be 
busy, and ambitious in advancing the peculiar honor of his altar, and prom0 4 
ting his own private glory and worship, in preference e to his competitors, with a 
neglect of the general advancement of religion and piety among men. It is besides 
a fact of history, that while the bodies of holy martyrs and saints have been borne 
along in IJrocession with the prayers of devout people, plagues have been suddenly 
stopped; so that the anniversary has been ever after celebrated with religious joy 
in the city which. had been delivered. rrruly affecting and suhlime to the eye of 
faith is the spectacle of that crowd, which for nine d:LYS and nights continually 
presses round the tomb of a saint, leaving offerings upon it in ::mch abunùance,.that 
churches can be built without other means, covering it with their burning tape:s, 
anù carrying away, as a domestic treasure, the flowers and pictures which have 
touched it. 
In the constitutions called Apostolical, the faithful are invited to visit the pris- 
ons of the witnesses of Christ, from. the motive of being rendered partakers. of 
their contest by exhibiting their will towards them. 
Of Charlemagne we read, that he made a pilgrimage from Rouen to T01US, fol- 
lowing the sea-shore and then mounting the Loire, to visit the Church of St. )far- 
tin, for the sake of prayer. Frodoard and Glanber make mention of many great 
men who repairell to the tomb of that glorious confessor. 'Ye reaù tha.t the old 
hermit John, who lived in a cave near the town of :-;OdlUS, had so great a rever- 


· S. Anselmi :\Icditat. c. 6. 
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elle' for the martyrs, that he would often trmel mer the desert to \ÍBit their 
shrines, onc timc going to EplI(,'
u
 to 
t. John; at another to Eudmitu, to 
t. 
rrlH'odore; tI,t another to 8t. Thl.cla, in 
l'll'ucia of h.auria; at another to cit. 
Rt'rgiu
, in Sur&pha
; und so on. * 
By the ancil'nt laws of FranC'.', the being on a pìlgrim.'lge in honor of somc 
saint of God, WM a It'gal plea to ('xcu..;(' J1on-re
idenee where the rigbtof citizenship 
was d{'..;irt,tl, "hich othl'rwi'C could not be obtained without i' corpor:LI rt'8idenct' 
in the pl:L('f', from tht' festival of ..\ll Sàints to thnt of St. John the Buptist. t 
Truly nllmiro.ble W1L3 the operation of that faith w hich pre
en eù "ith such Z 'a\ 
t}1{' memory of Christian h{'rol
, \\ hom the Almighty h..i.
 signaliz('d .I.i his fll- 
,"orite!o;. und crowned \\ ith t.tt'rnal bli
s. rl'rnly eflicaC'iou8 WILd that honor alltl 
\t'J1l'mtion paitl to Ull'lIl b) n1J, from tlw low ....t to the highest rank of mankind. 
'I'he annÌ\ersarÍes of the saints kinùled wondrous ù '\otion, by leading the mind 
Lack to the first ages of Chrit3tianity; tmn
porting, as it Wl'r(', the Chrit5tians of 
the most fl'motc regions into the "neil'nt ha..ilicas of tlw mart}r8 at Home and 
Con
tantinopll', I1ml thUb prop.Lgatillg throughout th' world the apostolic spirit 
and heroiC' const.anf'Y of th' fir
t gcnerous champions of JLSUS Christ; exciting 
men, as th 
 Church says, aft'r thcir t'"(ample, to despise for the lon' of God, the 
prospcrous things of th(' tarth, and to fear not its n In'r
ity. Tht) mere rt.calling 
of such nanlt's as tho

 tlmt occur in the canon of the lIIa...;s. wnod sut1ìcient to cstaL- 
).j
h llt'arts in the 10\ e of GOI} for en't". In some ancil'nt liturgies, the naml'S 
recited Wl'r(' more numerous. In the _\mbrúsian, twcnt).-four martyrs are named 
within the action; in the :llozamhic, the namlS of forty-si'\ arc nll'nt ionl.d ; and 
in the ancicnt Ga1liC'an f.ß('ramentary, tilt' names of Ui1ary, Jlartin, ..\mbro "t', 
Augustin, Gregory, Jt'rome, 1,1111 Bt.'nl't1ict, arc nddcd to those of tho tweh.c apos- 
tles and of twche mart.rrs. In the first ages of the Church, tbL diptJcha Mncto- 
rum, or anniversary books, were l'mplo}.eù to perpetuate the names of UU' rnar- 
t,yro who
e nativities \\ ere eonunemomb'd. t .\ Homan calt'nl1ar of the fourth 
age \\I'-'J hrought to light by Bucherius;
 and anothel" of the 6Ccond century by 

Iabillon, from 
\ nmnuBcript in the monastery of Clul1)". \lthough the U:5t' of 
thcs. ùiptychs of the Primith"c Church had lwcome ol)f;olpte ill the mitldle ngps. 
the people n{'vertlll'll'S
 continued to be 110 It':-:
 familiar \\ ith the acts of the m'll"- 
tyrs. On each f(.
ti\"al, rythmed St'quen('t'
. HlUg bl'forc the Gospel, comnlcmornted 
the mObt remarkable eycnts in thc hi
tor} of the suint; anù it \\ us usual to 
n'M publicly in parish churches a short account of his life ami pa.$$ion. TllU
 
,"c fiJ1{l the passion of the hol} mart)...
, \" alentiuo and Damian, Bishops of 
Terra('ina, divided into nine ll.sson.., for the purpose of being publicly real 1 in 
bat church. I lIany legends still c
i:;t, composed in old French rhyme, which in 


· Suphroni P.-at. Spirituale, cap. IRO. t Pa""luicl' Rcdu'I'dw.. tic la FI,mcl', Lib. IV. 7. 
t ::'alig-. dc Dipt,ychis V ctf'rUlll, cap. 1. 
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the seventeenth century were gC1H'rally lail! asirle for prose narratives. * De la 
Barre speaks of an ancient legendary, which hl\ found encloscd within an iron grate 
on a pillar in the Church of our La.dy a.t Corbeil, from which he learned certain 
events that had occurred there in the time of Philippe-Ie-Long. t 
" A\.S often a::I we celebrate the solemn anniversaries of the saints," says St. Ouen, 
in his history of St. Eloy, "we ought to rccite something from their acts in praise 
of Christ for thc edification of Christian people; since whatever is htudable in his 
saint
, is truly the gift of Christ. "1 
Invariably, indeed, do we find the clergy of the middle ages instructing the 
people with respect to these anniversaries. "Brethren," says an ancient chronicler, 
,. as often as wc celehrate the solemnities of the saints with a faithful mind, we 
ought to consider, that as they continual1y pray to God in behalf of human labors, 
so we have especial ground to hope, when we are most particularly attentive to 
the prai:;es of God on account of their glory. Therefore we must take care with 
pious attcntion, that what we externally signify in appearance we may internally 
hold fa.st in truth; amI then we shall be strengthened outwardly in work when 
\\ ithin we are reformed in mind: for the solemnity of the saints is the salvation 
and joy of the faithful, who now rejoice for that invention whence we are sustained 
by hope 011 onr journey, that by the grace of God we may come to the society of 
those whose examples we imitate by faith and works: for they, holding fast the 
anchor of hope, by desire imitated Christ in his death, and by the cup of his passion, 
gaineù the rcwarùs of eternal felicity."
 
The reading of the .:\Iartyrology suggests some fine reflections to holy men. 
":For what 
hal1 we have to say," says St. Ephrem, "on that dreadful day of final 
judgment when the ble
eù martyrs of Christ standing near the throne of glory, will 
show their wounùs, and thc atrocious cruelties, which they ha.ye suffered in their 
bodie:;: \\
e, I 
ay, my (h\arest brethren, what shall we have then to show? 'Vhat 
,irtues to proùuce: Shall wc have.charity towards Godallll our neighbor? Sh:lll 
wc have wholc anù inviolable faith? Shall we havc voluntary poverty and pri- 
vation? Shall Wc have peace and tranquillity? ShaH we ha,-c alms: Shall we 
have the affection of pity? :-;hall we have the spirit of gentlenc:;8? Shan we 
ha,-e pnm prayer
-
alntary compunction, yigil
, tear
, :llHI tru{' penitence? 
Happy 
hall we ùe if we can then pro'luce such testimonies! Then we shall be 
as:-ociated in the choir of the saints..- and become partaker:; of their crown. ''11 
There still remains an ad,
uÜage rp8ulting from the festivals of the Church- 
of which we have as yet takl'n no noticl'-which fl'commendsit8elf to the attention 
of thO::ic who cu1tiyatf' political wisilom; for there is nothing more certain, than that 
they contributed to pre:)ervc the tcmporal order of society, by rendering the peo- 


· Lebeuf, Hist. ùn Dioee
p dl' Paris. X. 4:? t Antiquitez de Corbeil, Liy. ll. c. 12. 
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pIc content with tJll'ir po:Ûtion ill tho pn':;cnt, and happy in tho prOb}t 'ct of tho 
future" orId. 
Car(lan, :-:pl'aking in (Y'l'lll'mi of rdigion, 8<1)"8 t1U\t tho peopit' of :5il'llIla mill or 
Florl'nce, in COll
tructing their cathl.ùmls \'t ith such marvellous magnificence, .1Ild 
in lavi
hing upon them nIl the rich'd of art, 80 that overy part 8e'med l'<lually 
ehbomh', lIa..
 giH'n an l'
:unple of wit;dolll to the world. 'rhe temple ùf St. 

f<Ll"k at \ l'nil'o Ulltl of bt. })ion)"sins at Paris, apP"".Lr to him Himilarly as monu- 
ments of the bighe.::-t wisdom. ":::>a icnkr ha'c omnia non solum pie," Haith he, 
in his elaborate work 011 \\ i8tlom. · 
\\'ithout referring to tho Bupcrnatun,l rc\\ ard.s of eminent piety, it is clear that 
these rites and IUlIli\cr::;aries cau
 thl' pcoplt', with one minù, anù by ß judgment 
fruitful in general utilit)., to ha\c 10\c8 anù ùislikes in comlllon: a compCnbatioll, 
or rather a remooy, as ..E
hJlu8 at1irrus, 


.. For many "Ol'S th.
t ,,,lit on mortal Jire." 


'rrue, the whol"' importance of what are stylN })rinciplcs of taste, 88 connect,{'cl 
with popular manners It,ud the external order of life, has be'l1 unùcrratec! by the 
sophi
ts, who govprll thl' JI1f)(h'rn bOcÏcty; awl that in proportion fiS it \'fas bd- 
tpr U1Hler
t()o,l 2'11.1 more clt.a.rly dl'lIlonstmwd by truo philo
ophl'r:;. .. We must 
conft'
," 
a)'s Frie
, ., that i\mong the people of the prl'sent highf'r .Europ 'an culti- 
\ation in gencml, to promot' this art, whi .h consists in th> de\"clopmcnt and ùirec- 
tion of 
'ntimcnt ILnd t:\8tl' 21.9 un important ohjectof I\tt('ntion woul.l ap('ar a folly; 
and WllO
vl'\"('r t;hould entertain such a de
ire, "onltlseelll to havl! u fancy fitted only 
for depark.l amI distant time
: for in truth, to reeci\e this bpirit of ù mty ill the 
e
terllallife thes · peoplc are still tou gr' "'fly, avaricious, and warlike. Through 
greedin\..&5 and In.arice they have Leen ohliged to limit still moro and more the 
numlJl'r of festival du):" in ortIer that tlwy might \\ork, .LIlli l"Olll'C! till' more. 
""h:Ic the}" regard murder 011 n grl'ILt t)Cale &.i their Ile" "'Lry, antI (-'\"ell as their 
heroic work, they must employ the LC8t purt of their public po\\er in building 
fortn
es and in maintaining nrmed idlers; 50 that, when root nncI hranch are thus 
wanting, it i8 ill \ain to look for till' ornanlt'nt'of Llu--,,;olll an.l flower. .'t But )"(.t, 
without rcfcrrill
 to tho rt'ligiou8 olwmtion, rPlIllLrk only the" popular cUbtoms 
mIll traùitions interwO\cn with them, ßnd you will disc'rn with )Iarchangy, how 
unùer an n.pparcnt fri\.olity, powcrful aud bClwhcial influences lin
ù Ullcl nctl'(1. 
1.'ho ambition of ml'll \\lLd 
ati8fil'd at I' tiJJl:lll e'<pl'llso, by IJWan8 of the unnulLl circlo 
of dome.::-tic fêstes, and local promotions; their pu.,':)sions were b3.nctifit..."C.l by inllllt'- 
morial anni\ersaries anJ traditions: and thu8, in the great relation of social life, 
Wl'n' ullitl'd tho intellectual and scntimental interests of positive religion, and the 
practical interest of tho 
tatu. 
Th(' \"'alue of the
e inno<;ellt institutions has Leen discovered by the fC'srful void 
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which their abolition has left in society. The small money having been sup- 
pressed, only the great is put into circulation, for which every one disputes 
with confusion and rage. 
Those who attach importance to the refinement of a nation, will observe, that 
the cultivatiun of a taste for the beauties of the popular life, is inseparable from 
the maintenance of the Catholic ritual. The rei
n of taste in the external social 
life, requires the retention of the varied furms of ft-stal days and intervals of rest, 
as well as those of working days and times of business, with their various agricul- 
tural and commercial arrangements; and the history of mankind shows that ge- 
nius can only produce its great forms in the open service of the popular life, and 
that every worthy expression of the fine arts must btl expended in the service 
of religion. t 
Certainly, in relation to the political advantages resulting frOln poet.ry and 
art, that annual recurrence of festivals, which has so often been the theme of 
poets, as with Vida and Chiabrera,
 might suggest innumerable reflections: 
for it would be difficult to determine whether, by means of their intrinsic beauty, 
in general and in detail, they contributed more to the intellectual or to the social 
cultivation of man. 'Vhoever reflects on the tender and maje:stic scenes with which 
they kept the minds of the people familiar, will easily understand why the ages of 
faith were, in so eminent a degree, ages of poetry, which Novalis calls the heroism 
of philosophy, and of which philosophy teaches us to know the value. Doubt- 
less we must ascribe much of the sublimity and purity which distinguished the 
European imagination, to the influence of the solemn daily ritual, to that essence 
of ideality and of supernatural joy, which was inhaled with the fragrant incense 
of the altar. Genius as well as faith was kindled into a common flame, by join- 
ing. during Lent, those vast assemblies of believers, in churches whose very stones 
were each ideas-whose vaults and arches were so many epic poems-who met 
there by night to hear the solemn rhapsodies of divinely commissioned men, dis- 
closing visions of the threefold world, reminding them of the passion of Christ, 
the glory of the blessed souls in heavenly paradise, and the dreadful doom of sin- 
nprs for ever lost! "'110 could ever forget the spectacle of this devout multitude, 
retiring in tears from the porta.ls of the gothic cathedral, under that infant moon, 
which, in its fulness, was destined to be the solitary witness of the stupendous 
f:tct of the resurrection. Truly, geI)ius was not without its share in what was pro- 
"ided by the festivals of the Church
 for the beatifica.tion of the poor in spirit, 
for the exaltation of the humble, for the endowment of the meek, for the conso- 
hltion of mourners. Eten1a1 youth of the soul! poesy that never fades! enchant- 
ment equal to that of childhood! Faith gave a sense to the wildest illusions; it 
explains the most strange creations of the fond imagination. Nothing in them 
was wholly false. Faith could revive those poor flowers which the world's breath 


* Tri,tan. Tom. V. 21. 
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had \\ ithcrcd, could make them 2L 8econtl tinll' rait;t. their IH'aùs, and diffuse their 
8W('f'tUt:SS in its b080m. 
,r 0 ha\ 0 alrl'.uly suryeJcd th . beaut) of the divin · OWCl'S in gt.'Hl'ml, as the e\.- 
prl'bëion of the hunbcr and thirst aft'1" justice in the human soul; but here, in 
eonclu:,iol1, I \\ ouM il1\ ite tho n'al1l'r to \"il'w it in relation to the chc.ngC:3 intru- 
dUCl.a b) the particuh,r :-:tage:) of tho re\oh"in ó )'pur, .nhl to rplI1ark how it even 
po"" ....."l.d l.n'ry fl'atun' of the genuine podic character, bt.illcr unin'r:-:al, Rwl )et 
pet'llliar, dl'iinitt., and Jet free, clear, . IllI Jct full of mystcry : bO that the rule of its 
pt.rlection. like that of mathell1aties, was in ßCcordant'c with tht' principle of unity 
in varil,t y. 
What 
 <Ii\ ilH' bl.aut). in this solemn or.1l'r, \\ hich is unch:m(.f'ing, RIUI )'et l'\('r 
IlC\\ 
 p()
ing at the same time tho charm of constant rl'llo\'ation and the majesty 
ùf etcrnal repose! ".h1\t grolntleur in its stead)", irrc:-5istiblc mo\emcnt 
 Itaria 
".LS still bchohlillg the 
mguilmry rage of lll'r rc\ oltcd citiæn8; un armed throng, 
\\ ith hanll8 nlltl \\ t'apons blootI-
tailll'd, beat afTaim.t tho door,; of a church which 
stands Ill'.LI' the SCt.'nc of the great..:)t slaughtcr, Jema.l1lling the clt.rgy. Behohl tho 
yencrahle ra..-;tor, 
 ho fcarl.:;sly adnmccs 
 ..\rc they appoink-d bJ IIcR\"cn, to 
gi\"c him tho long-c.1esirCl.I and now e\.pectl'C.I crown? Xo: they como thcre only 
to dl'sirc th:Lt ma
 for tho 
ouls of tho t;lain should bo ct'lebmtclI on the followin ó 
d,,). ""hat 8 1lt':J.rt wa.i his, what I\n institution did 1U' repn'sl'nt, whieh ill 
uch 
ß momcnt prt
r\cd its untroubled peelc and order! h )1011 and brethren," ho 
calmly replica, "to-morrow is the Lord's d:LY, on which the rubric forbids mc to 
sing u. rcquielll; but I shan cOllsult thl' cu.lemlar" lUul fu1fil your wisheð on tho 
fir
t \ :Lean t fl'ria. ,. 
Hemark too in thc ritußl to what profound and matchless taste the mero sim- 
plicityof faith gavc ri.. '. Witn
 tho ghostly C\"O of AU-Hallow 'faðS! 'rh.lt 
u. moment is that for intellectual illlprl'h-..:ioIlB in the cour
e of mortal1ife" w111'n at tho 
end of th(' jO) fnl \"(....1")\,.rs in honor of all tlH' saint...;, after the" Beneùieamus Domino,.' 
the priest without mo\ ing from his plac' bcfore tho altar, {'xchangcs his golden 
cope for one of mournful hue, and then, in altered anti "oul-piercing -;tr;im;, en- 
tOlll'S uloml tllt' "Placeùo Oomino in h'rr;1 \ iventium," which announce8 tho COIl1- 
mCI1Cl'ml'nt of that ùay of univer:.;al grid anù pih", wlwn th . whole w01!d becom'
 
onc supplicant for the bOula of the dead, that are waiting tl:eir dcliverancc from 
penal fire. 

 ew thoughts are e\"'t'r e'tcitl'll by tilt' C0\1r80 divinl' of tho eccll'sia.stic Yl'ar. 
""hethcr it be thl' sweet \"erllal 8ca-;on, which yie1dcth joy to all bn.a.sts, or the 
time when kavt's ure fallt'll, and churches b 'atcll by the ra.ging" intIs, he who loves 
tht' 
acrl'd OffiCl':;, continues still as one in wholl1 dct:-:irc is w.Lkl'lled, allli whom the 
]wpe of sOllll'what Il('W to come fins with delight. Short spac' cnsueS b,twcl'n 
the holy triumphs of the host of Christ. .At one time it is the " \
 cni, ::;:lllCto 
Spiritus" which doth Jay open the path that had b(' 'n ycarlll'C.I for 
o long hetwixt 
the IH'<L\l'n antI ('azoth: It :>>llothef, it i
 thl' .. Lamb Sion" whie'h yid,l:5 a IH':l\l'nly 
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banquet to the raptured soul. Xow it is the coming of the Ju:;t Onc which holds 
in expectance those who hunger and thirst after justice. "Horatc cæli dcsuper," 
you hear them sing: "et nllbes plua.nt justum :" soon it will be the sacred orison 
on the pre
elltation of our Divine Lord in the temple: then prayer, that as those 
lights enkindled with vi:;ible fire dispel nocturnal t1arkne
:), so the hearts of the 
faithful, illumined by invisible fire, that is, the brightncss of the Holy Spirit, 
may be free from the blindness of all vice; that their mental eye being purified, 
they may percei ve those things which are pleasing to God and profitable to their 
salvation; so that after the dark perils of this world, they may deserve to arri\ e at 
never-failing light, through Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world. 
The office for the passion has not been changed since the highest antiquity-so 
profound was the respect of the Church for the early traclitions and ceremonies of 
faith connected with that awful ùay ! 
H('re this discourse well might leap like one that meets a sudden interruption to 
his road: but he who bears in mind that the festivals were dramatic, may pardon 
if it should extol the high poesy of the sacred strain, and invite him to leave the 
immortal ver
;e of 
ophocles to witness the darksome offices of the holy week. 
The first SOUJl(l
, "Quomodo sedet sola civitas plena populo," or those, " Exultet 
jam angelica tllrba cælorum," which announces the magnificent consecration of the 
pascha.l candle, will convince him that he has no 1085 to fear by the e
change. 
o gracious virtue! that doth re,'ive, from time to time, the fainting bards of Sion ! 
how is thy might and sweetness felt, when after a long office, arranged with subtle, 
profound, but often undi::;cerned skill, the mystic object of the master minds that 
composed it is attained-the soul becoming sucltlenly present at the mournful or 
glorious event commemorated. The absence of all spiritual refreshment had been 
endured so long! and 10 now, as if a veil were suddenly withdrawn, men seem to 
behold every thing described by the sacred penmen, no less than if they really 
stooù at Bethlehem or on Cah ary, seem, like Thoma
, to have beheld the side a.nd 
the feet and the hands of Chl'i;:;t, and to have hea.rd, like him, "Noli esse incrcd- 
ulus" from the Di\"ine lips; and feel constrained. through the weakness produced 
by that intimate sense of the reality, to sink to the earth in adoration-while the 
rapt crowd sings over them, "Quando Thomas vidit Christum, pedes, manus, 
latus suum, dixit; tu {'s Deus meus, alleluja." 
The modems conceh"e that th
se testimonies to the admirable beauty of the 
Catholic ritual are e
aggerated. They flock to our churches at all the principaì 
anniversaries; they g.tze a
toundcd at the ceremonies of faith; they admit that the 
music is of the highc
t 01"(1('1': but their, iew of all is partial; they can discern no 
connection bctwf'en these things, and whilt is in, isible and infinite. Theycompb.in 
that the season is ill chosen, or that the locality is attended with disad \"antages. 
True. the chants, as the walls and towers of the ('hurch, may be made an ohject of 
scientific curiosity and of philosophical {'''{planation. The chur('h. a.. )Iichelet 
obsen-es, is a gothic museum, which is visited by men of ability. * .\..: tlU'venter 
· Hist. de Francp Tom. II. 660. 
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irrevcrenUJ, umllook urounù to praise the hl';mty of the :LrchitCC'ture, 80 thl'Y per- 
form in their brilliant assl'mblics the most Rtlmimble IU
 of I by(ln u.nd )10-. 
zart. \Vbat gains tbeir fiL\or, what they like in the church is not th' church 
itself-not its profoU1Hl 8Ju.bolism, which speaks -;0 high-it is the dclic.Lte \\ ork- 
manship of it:3 orm
mentð, the fringl' of itð mantll', its lac of titone. the diniculty 
of tho execution! How little can th "j> men, who disc'rn nothing but stone allli 
BOunùs, comprehenù Ii Catholic fesÜnù ! 
] hIring the lll'roie agt's of our hi:.;toty, tlll're wouM not hu\"e been wanting somo 
to remind thl'm of tIll' maxim of chÏ\ulrous honor, which pronounces it unjust for 
th
 to bo at the triumph who had not been at the pain. How :;holllù thl'Y be now 
filled? " You s ,then," Sùys Sl Bonaventura, "what joy is there at this paschal 
fe:L.."t.! Perhnp
 ho\\e\l'r, )'ou ha,'o hl'anl, but not felt it, hecnu
 )'OU ha.d been 
moved by no pity in tIll' time of the pa
..:ion. For if )'oU l};Ld known how to COJll- 
paooiollatc our Lord, tllt'n, ,.. ith a mind not ùi:;tr.LCtc.1 by Hccular CILfl'S or superflllOll:3 
anù curious studic
, you 'fould now keep the feast with corresponding 'ntiments, 
sccor.ling to the apo
t1e, who t5aY8 that, if \\e 'H'fl
 companions in his sufferings, ,,"e 
shull be also part
Lkers of hi
 consolation.' How shou1c1 they expl'riencl' lUy
tic re- 
fn'shnwnt, who have nmer kno\\n tlw bIl'" 'd thin;t? \rhat vigils haH' thc:-'t l11('n 
observed? With whnt penitential austerities hu,"e they purifieù their intelligence, 
appeaseù their p1\ð:)ions, sanctifÌL't.l th{'ir heart? The)" have not stuùieù the mourn- 
ful H)"mbois of Lt'nt. nn.] now that the veil
 are withtlmwn, alt'lrs again decoratetl, 
and full choirs. ill IL circling melOtIJ. are takin 'P up the h)"mlls of anO'els, 
un
en, unfelt, unheard, will pa..."'8 hefor' them the fiO'uring of Par.Ltlise. 
o festival of the resurrection! how clost thou impam(liso the soul. drawing the 
,"eil from off onr pr('
('nt lifl', tLlul disclosing \"isions of eh.rnal bli:,,
 to tho l'yes of 
poor mortality! ""hatt" l'r meloù)' !"OulHls 
weetA'st Ill'rt,. might st'pm a grating to 
fatigue the spirit. compared unto the 8Oundi:Jg of those bells of Faster morn which 
awaken the n.ssurance of thl' re:mrr 'ction in th(' heart of man! This is the day 
of ho}X', the ft'a....t of angelic lon'o ßwl of that frielHh:hip which unit< 
 in SWl'l'h'st 
bonds of fratl'rnal a,fTpdion t11f' w;L)"f:LTerr; of human courSt'. 
I diù note onco a youthful pair, fellow students in the bame city, who loved, 
from time to time, to conEK'crate together the 0 sacred days to religion, happy when 
they could withdraw from the crowd, to rnedihtt' on the past and future. 
Christian friendship improve.} upon the counsel of Alcens. It 
Lid not 


"
i,v #lOt wivf, m,víll
a, tTVVlpa, fJl'('Tf
aV'1
ópfl, 

ü.. #lOt #latVOfUv';' fUli..fO, trÌlv aw
povt èw
póvft." 


But rather, U Follow me to the altar of God. 
LIHI pray with me; to tIll' tribUlULl of 
penance, and confess with me; to the gre:Lt sanctuary, where fl'joicing spiritö stand 
amaz('d at Hl'a\'en's mercy, ßnd rcceÌ\e with me the Lorù of life." 
'Vhat no charm was there in t1lU!Õ; prl'!mring together for the struggle of the 
earthly l'xistenc(
, when both had tIlP !'I:mw pa...-ions to comhat, the same (bngl'rs 
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to traverse, the same )Iaster to serve with faithful zeal! These young friends 
felt it; and during the exercise of the long penitential season, cl08cù by the lloly 
,r eek, they loved to concentrate themseh es in a common saùness, that after- 
wards, when the dars of immortal triumph should arrive, they might lay them- 
selves open to the same joy. So together did they repair to the churches, to adoro 
the cross; together, to hear the chance of prophecy; together, to meditate, and to 
sing the )Iiserere and Vexila Regis, before the veiled image of the Saviour. 
This affliction had a taste as sweet as any cordial comfort; for during these affect- 
ing solemnities, they felt the truth of that devout sentence of Thomas à Kempis, 
that" it is sweeter to be with Jesus on the cross, than without him in Paradise." 
How deeply did they understand, and with what love did they contemplate all the 
mighty and the tender thing
 concealed under the beautiful Catholic forms? And 
when the priest, holding the crucifix in his hands, said, with tears, "Christians, 
behold it, that cross which you adore, the sole treasure and comfort of the un- 
happy upon earth! Christians, remember Calvary! 'Ibi crucifh:erunt eum.' 
Shudder at the thought of there being a spot on earth where the Creator has been 
crucified by his creatures. Tremble, lest this terrible inscription should be for 
yourselves also: 'Here they crucified him.' " Yes, these young friends under- 
stood and felt the words of the priest, for they, too, had been unhappy, and the 
charity of Christ had urged them to works of mercy; and when evening came. 
they used to remain longer on their knees before the cross in silence. 
Now the aspect of all things bears testimony of the Passion. After the mass of 
Maunday Thursday, every sound of earthly occupation and pleasure ceases: no 
bell, no music, breaks the solemn stillness of the mourning city. In Spain, no 
carriage is allowed to appear in the streets; the king and court, with the meanest 
subject, going to the stations on foot. "I have seen," &'l.Ys de Bourgueville, 
" before the change of religion, the devotion of the people of Caen to ùe so great 
and fervent, that, on the night between the Thursday and Good Friday, both 
men and women used to go by night, ùarefoot, to all the churches, to adore our 
Lord under the sacramental species, and give their alms to a multitude of poor 
at the doors of the churches. ,"* This affecting devotion was encouraged also by 
the indulgences which the church attached to its observance. It is still a practice 
obsen"ed in France to pa

 the night within the tomb, in adoration of the sacrament- 
al presence there. During the day, the streets of cities wonder at the unaccustomed 
spectacle of holy recluses and devout women, in the habits of their re:5pective 
orders, who throughout the whole year, are Deyer seen beyond their cloisters, ex- 
cepting on this occasion. At Genoa, twenty-one confraternities of devout laics 
proceed in procession after vespers, to the sepulchre of the metropolitan church, 
carrying lighted tapers, crosses, and various mystic emblems curiously wrought. t 
These two friends repair now, in the dusk of evening, to the sepulchre, to chant 


· Les Recherches et 
\ntiquitez de ]a Villp de Caen. 
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th.> ;St.Luat 'latcr with the tribe of hol) mourners, who make the solemn ,suIts 
rc::;ouuù \\ ith u. meloùy most swcet anù sad. 'rh} did llcrnarilin de bt. Pierro 
ft...'Ci him
e1f t)() profounùly movcd on the8e occasion8, by &."'eing ß, young peu'ant 
maiùen leave her companion
, uull, whcn en'f)' one w.s.:; ut a dist.:mce, kneel do\\ n, 
and, with joined hands and C)c8 raiæd to hca\'"cn, make hcr praycr and then put 
her picce of money into the plate which "as at the foot of Calvary? "That is it, 
in 
anctity, which moves ll:-, I1mI "hy dOl'S the ,it'\' of it make the Ìt'ar:f gu::,h 
from Ollr eyes? [ know not. PhiIo
ph} can h':Lch nothing IU're: lou' alone CODl- 
prehends what id mystic in the details of love; amI man, "hcn not depraved, is a 
heing of religious Ion'. llere sing those baintly 8il.itcrs of Uhrisfs !amil)", whose 
count.enancl'S havc so often cnablt'd }Minter8 of old to impart to their ft'mule heads 
thnt mor
 than idpal 8wedne
 which \\c bchoM in thoðc of ßCIlOZZO on the "ana 
of th. "ampo ::)anta at Pisa. lIer' they raise the sympathizing strnin, which con- 
doles with the bll'
 
y, till 
"Uddcnly their tears chok ' the \\ ords,- 


If LIke to th... lark, 
Th.l.t, \\..u'bling- in tin' air, t'xp.\tiat
 long, 
TlU'n, trilling out his III.,t S\\ t' ,t mdodJ. 
Drop,> satiate with thl' S\\ '
tn' .". 


This dropping off, through pity, of the sweetest and most heavenly voices, while 
the solemn procl:
ioll mOV\.d on through tht... crowd, has an 0' erpowering effecr.. 
It inùicates tbat the Rouls, of which tlll'se ,..crt' only the ('\preb,-;ioll, have becn 
ùi
l\"cd ùJ the \\ortls of that divine hymn. I u!I'd to tli
on'!' tbl'b' afYectionaoo 
persona Lowed down, with faces in the dust. \\ ho' > ht-'artiz. too full of music to gÏ\tj 
them relic!, found it now in the secret Ho\\" of delicious tcar8 ; and there, too, oft 
have 1 ùel'n onc of ma,uy who ..ouhlnot, to the (,!lI!. enduro the harmony of that 
uncarthl y t'trai u. 
The profound amI intcn"o fcclingwith which tho lnityof the middle ages 'ntered 
into thc spirit of thc Church during the commemomtion of the Passion JIlay be 
witnp
ctl in many remarka.ble l'pisod('
 of hi
tor
. In the y('ar l
!o:1. nft('r the 
defeat of ,John de Courcy, at Do\\ npatrick, by 
ir HUfTh do Lac), that nouleman 
ofiered the Binglc combat, which the latt"r declined 3('cepting. a.t the bame time 
promising a largc reward for his person, alive or dead. This offer })roving i!l<'f- 
ft'dual, he, in the ne"<:t I lace, pmcticl'tl 
ccr('t1y \\ ith 
oml' of tho followcrs of do 
Courey, who were pn',aileù upon by bribeô to ùetray tllt'ir 111.&.'5tcr. I1a,ing choscn 
thcir opportunity when he WáLS doing }wnn.nce Ilt'ar the church of Do" upatrick 011 
Good Friday, on which tJay, yeady, say the nnrml:-:, he worc no arm
 but" us 
wholly gÏ\Cll to di\ine contt'mplation, and used to "alk, all solitary, round that 
church-yarù, they rushed _upon him, killed somo of hi:; retinue, among'it them 
t\\ 0 sons of .Armoric dc bt. Laurcnce, who attempted to defcnd thcir uncle. Ve 
Courey, ho\\c\"('r, with his usual prowe

. 
ei7ing a wootle1} ('rn
s which 
too(l in 


· Dant
. Par.u/. :XX. 
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the church-yard, mailltaillcll r.n obstinate contest. lIe was at length, however, 
overpowered, bound, led c
;.ptive beyond the seas, and conùemned to perpetual 
imprisonment in the towcr of London. 
But the day of the resurrection approaches: it is alrea.dy anticipated in the office 
of Holy Saturday. Since yesterday, there is a change: there is an expectation of 
some mighty joy. The wans arc no longer hung with weeds of mourning: the beauty 
of painting, the splendor of marblc:3, the lustrc of illumined gold, again involve 
men in the strife of vision. I t is no longer thc )Iiserere and the St:.tbat: it is a. 
prayer that we may so be inflamed with heavcnly desires through this Paschal 
solemnity, that we may be able to arrive with pure minds at the festival of pcr- 
petuallight. Forms of hope and victory are beheld; the emotions arc too power- 
ful for words: the only langu3ge is symbolic. The light of Christ is raised, and 
thrice the prostrate crowù adores. At length the Church brea.ks forth in the extat- 
ic cry, "Let the angelic choir of heaven now rejoice: let the divine mysteries rejoice: 
and let the trumpet of salvation s(\11nd for t!l(' -
lCtory of so great a King. !Æt 
the earth, also, rejoice, illumined with su
h ?lendor, and enlightened with the 
òrightness of the eternal King. Let, also, our mother, the Church, be glad, adorn- 
ed with the brightne5s of so great a light: and may the temple resounù with the 
loud voices of the people. 'Vherefore, I beseech you, most dear brethren, who 
are here present at the wonderful bri6'htness of this holy light, to invoke with me 
the mercy of Almighty God." 
What tongue can express the admirable beauty of the office on this great da.y? 
What humility may not be learned in the mighty triumph, when he to whom the 
benediction of the Pa.schal candle is assigned, pronounces himseU at that moment 
unworthy to be a Levite? With what profound and tranquil joy does the soul 
of man hear those celebrated and wondrous words, "0 certe '!1Jce5sarium ! 0 felix 
culpa !"' 
Hitherto the harmony has been alone of voices; but now comes forth the majes- 
tic priest, vested in gorgeous chasuble, with solemn company, to sing the ma.ss of 
this triumphant night, N ow again rises to the highest vault the fragrant cloud, 
through which pierces the tremulous lustre of innumerable ta.pers. ...\ll is adora- 
tion, holy rapture; and yet still there is an expectation; for the choir has not 
resumed its office. But the moment is come, the moment so long desired, of an- 
nouncing the accomplishment of ,human redemption and the fulne:,;s of lwavenly 
joy. Inflamecl with a seraphic ardor of spirit, the priest, with outstretched arms, 
eutones the Gloria in Excelsis, and then earth and heaven seem united: the bells 
are rung; they murmur in the lofty towers; the roar of distant cannon answers 
them; while within the church, the majestic swell of organs and the burst of the 
long silent choir seem to dissolve innumerable souls in the ecstacy of heaven. ...\.8 
Dante says of that loud hossana which was sung in paradise, (t it is such a sound 
as must leaT'e df'sire, ne'er after extinct in humap. breasts,. to hear renewed the 
strain. "* 
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But now the Church, having sung her treble nl1eluja, hastens to (lismi:)S her 
chilùren, that the)" m.\y prepare thl'1II8l'h'e9 for the pnsuing day. She briefh- 

lutes the '''irgin l\[othl'r. and sings Il("rina cwli la'tarc alll')uja. X othing can bet- 
ter express tho fl'clings of e\ cry faithful }H'art, than th
 broken artless lines, 
where each word i
 joy and lo\"e, termina,ting with thf" snme "al1eluja," in , 1icating 
by their simplicity thl' o"erflowin
 of gratitntll'. 
""itb many, tIll' h:Lppil'8t 1U0lUl'nt of lifl' BI'cmed to ho that" hen the pril'
t :,ung 
OIl this ùaJ thl' ,'It, miS8:\ c
t, allcluja!l, allelnjah." Leaving tIll' church, cach 
ODe returned to his hOUle through throngt..'Ù streets, with swelling boc:om, and eyes 
d.illuscd in tl'ar
. u1ll110ok
 tha,t showec1 tho hope of life ('h'rnal on his mind im- 
printed: :uul with u l11'art so mon'!} by vl'1)t'llu'nt affO"tion, tlmt he would crladly 
enfold within his arm
 (,\"l'ry stranger that p: . -"II b
', as the prison('r emuraceth 
bib fen ow capti\.s when tidings arc brought of thcir approaching deliverance. 
Thec:c emotions, which e,'ery one fecl
 within himself, weTO pl'rmitted formerly to 
han
 actually :&. eorrl'
pollding e
prl'ðBion, Sit IRo \llutius" itneSòCth :-" "-hen 

\ll who arc in thl' church," Sö\ith hl', II have followell th ' c"(ample of the prie ts, tLnd 
hr.ve mutually cmbrnced with devout ki
', the snmf" manif('statiolls of spiritual 
affection are ('"(chan
ecll'vpn without the ('hurch. During thl' thr('(' da)'
 of thc 
Re8urrectioll. ana l'yen longer, all pl.'rSOnH l'mùrace l':lch other on mel.ting: the 
men embrac' JJ1l'n: t1H' woml'n, woml'n; bo,ys only où ':"vc no order, ùut, with 
tumultuous joy, givc and rccei,'c n thousand ki&es. ..\,n<1 thus the wholo 
Christian pcopll.', la
'ing a..ide hatred, und rl'concilcc1 with ß ki:-",. is united to 
gethrr in ono honll of 10\ l'.. Uuring t1mt night, in thf" thirl} c('ntury, tho 

trept-; of tho Citi08 'H'r(' illuminatl'd, so I to 1)" as lightsome' U'i in the day: 
torchcs and lum p
 ra.,t their b('ams in every spot. t St. Gregory X azianzen 
!Teaks in mpturp of the heaut}" of this mystic rejoicing.t 
en
rthel('S.Q. 
whether it he in consl'quence of the suspen
i()n which at pr('
ent takes place from 
the officc h:\\ ing bel'n forp
talll'll. or from some g 'neral principle of our spiritual 
life, certain it is that th' 
nl, during the intervening hours, seems to e"(perienco 
a 8tran
e interior 8trn!!
le, nc: if it w('re unm!õ;y at the prospect of being fully con- 
soled on l'art h. 
It w: so swept u thing to mourn n.t till' foot of the crogs of Christ! Who 
would not 11:&\ l' 
tood for ('vcr therl'. nn(l forgotten his own hopes of ß resurrection, 
to have wept with 'br)". mill to have ga/l'I1 fOfl'\'"er upon that amazing spectacle 
of woe and pity? 1'lw world, in which thi
 enorrnou
 act was lwrpl'trnterl, is not 
the proper place for gladnesl:I; in }wa\"en. joy is uS$Ociated with perfection; here 
it se('ms to bl', at the best, a clouhUul emotion, aUll rather a thing of guilt nnrl 
shame. TIll'refore it is that tIll' ('hurch t,'mlwrs hl'r swel't with bitternCð8; for 
even this most triumphant festival hrl':ltl1l'\) 1\ mystic joy mi
ed with abundant 
aorrow. TIll' ('Yl'
 are har(l1y llry with which we contemplaW th(' spectacle of 
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\;he cross, and the strains of the Staùat )[ater still seem to rise around us, when we 
arc invited to sing aHelujah with rejoicing souls. Great is the glory of the mighty 
triumph, but the countenance continues pale, the cheeks are still stained with the 
tears which flowed at the sad sight; anJ with a kind of inexplicable, strange 
desire, the heart still seems to cling to the office of a mourner. We find it recorded in 
history, that these feelings were experienced by the men of the middle ages :-" I 
used to minister to him when he celebrated the divine mysteries," òays an ancient 
"riter, describing the character of Lucas, elected Archbishop of Cosenza, in Cala- 
bria, in the year 1204; "I heard him say once," he continues, "that he never felt 
lighter throughout the whole year, than during the fifteen days of the Passion; so 
that he used always to grieve when they were finished."* 
But the da,y of the Resurrection is come: the silence of the first dawn is bro- 
ken by the toll of solemn bells; crowds already throng the streets; there is a 
solemn procession to the tomb: the churches can hardly contain the faithful. 
Christ is risen indeed, and has appeared to his disciples. 
The church now displays all the treasures of rare and beauteous kind with 
which the piety of the people has adorned her. Thus Paul, the deacon, mentions 
that the holy Bishop )Iasma, in his church at )Ierida, ordered the most precious 
vcstments of gold and silk cloth to be used in the Easter festivals. As through 
streams of sun-light is seen a flower-besprinkled meadow, so now on every side we 
see bright fair forms. legions of splendors, on whom burning rays shed lightnings. 
It is the day of saintly pomp, expressive of the deep things which are below, from 
mortal eye so hidden, that they have in belief alone their evidence. 0 ye, in 
blissful fellowship admitted to the supper of the blessed Lamb, to drink of the 
fount whence flows what most ye crave! 10, it is the great day of the adorable 
Eucharist. Let other men beware and tremble, who have not that crCllence on 
which is founded every virtue. Say, inconsistent utterers of current coin, who 
woulù be Christians without faith, who will not confess your 
aviour present in 
the sacramental elements, because you havc not demonstration physical, would you 
have acknowledged your God during the late days in the person of a poor cruci- 
fied carpenter. bleeding on an ignominious cro:,;s, saturated with opprobrious in- 
sults? See, then, to what a distance your unribbed bark is driven, if once you 
hoist a sail before this fa.tal blast, which has scattered so many before you over 
the immeasurable ocean of evil, tþere to perish unseen for evcr ! 
And now where shall I find words to speak of the assembly of disciples to com- 
memorate, after twelve or eighteen centuries, this stupendous and adorable 
mystery of a dead God risen! 0 what mortal tongue can describe such a festi- 
val! It is unlike anything else that mortal eye beholds: it is a symbol, it is an 
anticipation of heaven; for it leaves nothing present to the mind but the fulfil- 
ment of all justice anù the reign of everlasting peace. To which ever side you 
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turn, you behold some inMg'c of Paradi"e, somo victorious trophy won from tleath, 
80nll' proof of thing
 not s('pn : every where )'ou behold devout people, h.Lsh'uing 
to t . .i...t at tht' solemnity: all is mOVl'ment &ntl reunion. In all other places, 
to a phil
phic eye, 8 crowd of human bein
 is associated with mournful or 
fearful reflections: its prpSC'uc(' hrings fatigu(', di
gnst, or tl'rror. IIl're it is felt 
a:- 
L helletliction: it brinO's rl'fn'
hnwnt. tlelight. antI courage. 
ome l)('r:-,ons may 
be di:)Ct'rned in I1lClhtati\' 
 mo{)(l. lcaninO' o\"cr the !!aHerics along the upper wall:) 
of the t('mplc, listening to the mighty sound. likl' the di
tant murmur of thc sea, 
. 
which risl's to them from tht' Illen' tTt':\,1 of tilt' mnltitl\lle bl'low, amI apparently in- 
dulging in th(> deep nntl 800thin l Y' Tl'fll,ctioIlS which it is so capable of in:-,piring'. In 
:,hort. whatcVl'r is . 't.'n or ht'artl is chl.erinci and r;" i
hin Y'; the place it
df id tun 
bleS8cd ; it would be ,,"cll to drop dead in it _\.3 the Churcb b('TSe]f sing-:-, this 
p]ace is matl(' by God an inestimable sacraml'llt, irrcprehen:,iblc. llere the crimes 
fintl to1Jies of the ract' of men nre forgott('n j ht're till' countles
 sorrow" ot human 
life end. It i8 a p]uco alike for mourners .md for th 'who rejoicl'. Prophecy i. 
Sl'en accompli:-hl'd here. \11 the famili of the nations arc adoring in the sight 
of God. .\11 the"-C old men, all these youll
 m('n, all thec:e motherc:, these maiùt'Il
, 
the!'!e childrl'l1, who, from tho bottom of thl'ir souh, ha,.(' poured out so lIlany 
tt>:1r
 Cor tbl' sl1fTl'rin
 ot Christ: behold tlll'111 no\\ to-day cOllso}etl. consoletl with 
nhUlltlance of LIi..;
. filll'd \\ith m}"
tical vow
 Bml joy. It is as if what b]c,.,.d John 
behehl in vision ha(1 now been accomplished upon earth: it is og if God himself haù 
wiped away a11 tt'ars from the eyes of men; as if there wa
 no more tlt':1th, nor 

rief. Iwither ]anwnt:ltion nor sorrow any ]ol1
l'r. from the formpr things having 
pa..:scd aw:&
' at th(' ,.oi('(' of him who sitteth upon tho throne, saying. "Bcholtl, I 
malt', an thin

 IWW. .. 
.\ncl the two 
.oun
 fri(,lllh \Vent together. at tho voice of their S\Vlaet and 
prp('ious 
uÏth'. to b.. r('frl'slw,l with these sa 'n'd dews. 
\n within wai puritil'd 
and calm: no iÙ<<':l of the worM to ohðcure the hright lustre of their hol)' th0110'hts, 
-th(' past atoned for, and th<, fnlure in the p]eùge of mercy sure. Then diù tht,y 
pray fen-l'ntJy a.ntl long for each otlll'r: they prayptl al
o for their families, for all 
their brethren in Jesus (,hri
t. nnt!. a.hovu all. for 
uch 
 Wl'fe not gÌ\-en to God, 
whose l1nder
t:\l1t1in
 hall a thirst for truth. and h:Lll not been rl'fre"hed, whose 
IH'arts hall a cr:\yin
 for ju...tlce and ha.ppin ' .... and had remained empty. 
lIow bl':mtiful and how holy must h:\vl' b('ell that union of two young men, 

npp]i(,H,til1g. to ait} tlll'ir intdli
t'n(,t'. t]u
 I>i, ine intdligl'nce, to enab]e them to 
resist the corrupting torrpnt. of the e\"il days on which their lot ha.d cast them, 
nnù aspiring with a11 their souls to the Di,"ine 10\"e, that they might be instru- 
mental in ('ommllnicating- it to othen;! .Atlmira.h]l' power of religion in friputl- 

hip ! sublime 
anctitì('ation of frie,ul:..;hip by re1i!;ioll 
 \r ondrou:..; rnp.tery of the 
:Eucharistic union 
 To 
 il'ld angelic 10\"0 in breasts of flesh and blooù, and hope 
immorhLI in ('reahue:,; tloornl'd irr('prienLb]y to die! 
It i
 e\ ('ning, alltl vt':-.:p"r:..; aft' !lOW with ('
nltation f.:llrtQ'. 
orn(' writl'rs Jmve 
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:xpressed surpri
 tha.t there should be no hymn for E
l.Ster: but methinks in 
this very omission one must feel that there is something in accorùance with the 
astonishment which such a mystery creates in huma.n breasts. Yet not without 
soul-inspiring strains breathing the love of angeld, aoes the Church leave the faith- 
ful audiences on the evening of this great day, aId on those which succeed it 
through the octave; for at the benediction, when golden altars, resplendent as tho 
sun, fire the highest vaults of the temple, the "0 filii et filiæ" is chanted from 
above as if by an angelic chorus, making hea.ven and earth copartners in its joy. 
Xo, I should never finish, were I to describe the festivals of the Church in aU 
the mYdtic grandeur and pathetic tenderness of their detail, or were I to express all 
the indications of profound thought amI of ecstatic rapture with which they were 
received and celebrated in the ages of fa.ith. If a feeling of regret at the shortness 
of the earthly course were ever admissible to a Christian, methink
 it might ariso 
from a wish to have celebratell oftCllPr the
e great fedtivals, to have meditated 
oftener on these stupendous mysteries, ere death his fatal term should prescribe, 
and faith be changed into possession. Life is clearly too brief to enable us to 
enjoy the thousandth part of the sublime anli rapturous emotions which they are 
capable of yielding to our nature. But these are themes for men, who are of an- 
gels taught, of heaven inspired with gifts of the highest muse, and, as one of 
ancient fame hath said, in circumstances similar, "for me, sitting here below in 
the cool element of prose, a mortal thing amongst many readers of no empyreal 
conceit," to attempt to develop them is presumptuous and vain. 
Durandus wrote his austere complaints on the insensibility of men to the sublime 
symboli:;;m of the Catholic Church in the thirteenth century, in the a.ge when Chris- 
tian art shone with so much splendor, when an enthusiastic anJ spriritua1izpd so- 
ciety pushed forward with all its effort:; towarJs a mandlous ideal, and sought to 
escape from the realities of terror, by symbolizing life. Oh, if he had lived in 
later times, no one would accnse him of rigorism. and of having merited the sa- 
tiric epitaph composed for him by his CJwmies,- 


"Durus Dur
nùus jacet hoc sub mat'more duro." 


Justly would he haye wept on beholding ages of prosaic dulness, of reactions full 
of hatred and of a\"aricious industry, when men had lost the sense of religious art, 
and hmì grown to regard the temples of their fathers and the ceremonies of faith 
as the hieroglyphic traces of a. former world. These rites and commemo- 
rations were instituted, as the sacred Hcriptures were written, * that men might 
believe; and now that the inference of Duns Scotus i
 rejected, t and theology is 
reduced to bare action, resting upon no philosophy of life; when men, loving yan- 
ity and seeking after lies, desire rather that they may not believe, and that a 
pompous affectation of virtue should upllOla tIll' cÎ\ ilization which is to e
clude 


* Joan. XX. 


tIo Lib. 
entt'nt. Prolog. IX. 4. 



230 


MORE
 CATHOLICI; OR, 


the 1IL.'\uner8 of Catholic ages, we need only conc1ut1u that the bOMU-d progress of 
8oeil'ty, whatmer t111'ir most ImbUo doctor ma) IUlirm ill itd pmiSt" i
 in truth 
nothing more than u. ,eritìeation uf the sentence of 
t. .\ugustin, "Omuis ('reu.tura 
mutabilis, solus De
 imlllutabilis. ... 


. 


CIL\PTER IX. 


'. UCII, then, is the ('vidence furnished by the institution and observance 
t C 
 of tIll' Catholic rih''J nnd fl'sti,al:;, nmi by tho whole hi
tory of the Uo- 
: O} mall LiturgJ. 'rhus was tho JJlj":,tic bOCioty whi('h had bCl'1l diffu8ell 0' or 
'" f 
 the world impelled by ß secret and ill.bâtiablo thirst to " ,k, in the 6Jm- 
r üp bolic repres ntation and commemorcltion of things invisible, n more per- 
.a. feet union \\ ith justice than coulJ. be obtaillctl by an ILpplicatiull to the 
rPalitit's of the prl'sent l'xtl'rnulllatUTl'. Incit1cntaU)", it i:; true, 'H
 ha,-e hel'n led, 
during tho ill\ P:-;tiglLtion, to "itul'Sô m
mJ proofs of thl' piety of tho middlo acrcs ; 
but Wl' 
houhl hardly havo a full concl'ptioll of thu prc\'alence .mù in
'lk;ity of the 
blCb&,où thirst, if "c "ere not to direct our attention eXflr,-
ly in conclubion to 
thi8 point, in orlh'r to oh
l'rn' what 
" gcneral spirit of duvotioll cxisted during 
this long pt.riod of tho history of m
m. 
E\cry net of pure morality, find l',-cry thought of true gn'atllc&,-whatcver can 
scr\"'o the n

itics or '.mIt the dignity of human nature,-all that excites the 
gcnil1
 of the nrti:;t, ur impels thc pOl't to develop the idl.;..l form:i of his imagina- 
tion ill harmonious wordt>,-lIlust ...risH from that 8ccrel thirst anl'r ju
ticc, which, 
from being inhcrent in tho BOul of man, is nugmt'ntL.J, directcJ., and finally satis- 
fied by grace. 
"
\1l our inclinations," says N oVlI.1i:; "appear to be nothing but religion in 
sonu> i'l'I1S0 or othcr. The heart t:l'cms as if it wero tIll' religious 
organ. Perhap.:i the highest produc. of tho pr<'ductive hc.'\rt is nothing but 
heaven. ..t )[oralit)", eYen in tho sons' of natural rroson, as expre&;ed by tho 
ancient philo
opher8, recognizes the l"upn'Ull' prl'-l'minellce of dt'\ otion aùovo c' cry 
othcr obligation. Cicero sums up tho dutil'l) of ma.n in this order: tho fir
t being 
what he owes to the goùs; the bCcond what aro required by his country; and the 
third, what he mU8t fulfil towards his }Mrents.1 It is needk'88 to rema.rk that 
the Chri8tian philo
ophy places piety in thl' 'an, t5ince it dec1arl'
 that from that 
I:)ource every meritorious action must take ri";l'; but what I ha\c l'ngagl'd to show 
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in this place is the conformity between this a
iom and the manners of society 
during the middle agps, which wh('n viewc(l in this particular point of \ iew. \\ i11 
appear more than ever justly entitled to the designation o( "
\g('s of Faith." 
The proposition cannot bo better 
tatl'd than in tho words used by a mo(h'm 
author, in other respects of no great weight, but which will ans\\ er onr irmm.diatc 
purpose sufficiently well, since, in the eye
of hig contemporarics, ofwhosC' opinions 
be is the steady advocate, they must pos
(':;:; the merit of unquestionable impartial- 
ity :-"'rhe middle ages," saith he. " were more distinguished by a religiou:-: char- 
acter than any other period of which the history of the world makes Dlt'ntion ; and 
this feature, which belongpd to society in general, was the property of almo
t aU 
its individual members, imbuing the 1ight love-strain of the minstTP.I with its 
deeper pathos, giving a soft and golenm beauty to many of the custom!' of donll'
tic 
intercourse, and blending the soldier's dream of glory with one of immortality anå 
heaven." So far this writl>r, spea.king a,:, to the general fact, which, however, is 
better stated in the following words, by a Frpnch historian :-" In the abyss of 
the Passion lies the thought of tIll' middle age. This age is wholly contained in 
Christianity, as is Christianity in the Passion. Literature. art, the different de- 
velopments of the human mind from the third to the fifteenth century,-all is 
suspended on this eternal mystery."* 
'Ve may remark here, in confirmation of the literal truth of this statement. that 
it was not merely on the sixth feria of the great we('k that the faithful people of 
the middle ages commemorated the mysterious day on which man wa..; made and 
redeemed: throughout the whole year, it was observed as a day of abstinence and 
retirement, and in many places there were ceremonies a.nd other usages expressly 
instituted in memory of our Lord's passion. Ferdinand de Bazan, ordained that, 
on every Friday, in order to remind the people of the death of the 5aviour, at the 
sixth and ninth bour, the bens of the churches of Palermo ..,houlù toll with a 
lugubrious sound:t and in the bishopric of Ratisbon, as also in many other 
dioceses, the great bells were similarly tolled at nom;:" on Friday; on hearing 
which, the prayer, "Respice in In" Deus," or the psalm. "Dpus, Deus. nwus, 
respice in me," or some other supplica.tion, wa
 repeated by every tongue. and in- 
dulgences were attached, to this devotion. In )1ilan, there werp no fewer tha.n 
nineteen confraternities of laymen, under the title of the Holy Cros
. whose 
espf'eial object was to erect iLn(1 repair, throughout the province. monumellt
 that 
wouhl con
tantly recall to the mirHI:5 of the people the cross and pa::,
ion of their 
Redeemer. t 
)1an, in Paradise, fell from innocence through the temptation of a foreign ene- 
my: and, on earth, be falls from grace through thp influence of his hrethren. 
Like one individual, society itself e\:periences these awful moral vici
situdes: it 
fans like one man. generally, by a gradua.l and imperceptible progress of degm- 
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dation. .. For." :o;aJs .::,t. 0.10, in hi
 ('olhLtions, "1
 WI' tIn nol }wr(,t'i\'t' in what- 
manlll'r till' I)t'aut
' of the hnlly ('h:m
t's in oM a
e, :-0, al
I), ollr mind, WI' ùt'ing nl1- 
aW.Ll"l', frL'f}l1cnt1y i
 ht'l1t from tht' :-:latc of rt'ctitl1tlt. al111 from tilt' form of r(.ligion" 
Ul1coll
t'iou
ly grow:-: oM, alltl d
LYS a"cortlin'" to tilt' wortls · 'I'mxl'runt me, et 
non st'n
i. ' ... I n,lIfTerl'll('(' to religion, in its progrl':).i through societ), Uti \"anc 'S 
likt' the IU\l1tl of .L t'l()(.'l, ,. Quam progrt't1Î non T'i,}emuB, l-
.ogr '&':!am autCIn T'i,lr- 
InU:;' 
('ouM Hit' nwn of forlllt'r u,rt'i hc pt'rmittt'11 a,rain to visit till' Tl'gion8 in which 
tlll'Y lu
l oncc thought tlmt faith 'h.LlI u1kcn imlpris}mùlc root, gn'at \\ ouhl Ùl' 
tht'ir :
toJlishnlPnt' They y,oulcl hl'.Lr" indt't'tl. on aJl Bid :3, <'H'n lrom tho:'I' 
who:- t'lu't,ks y, t'rl' not }"l't ('loth,',l \\ ith Ilnwn, mUt'h bO:L.;t of reformation :Ul,l 
momlit)" l"l'UO\èLlt',l light. :\IHI c\-an'''clic lorl'; hut what likcllt'ðd \\'ouM th,'
 
find to th
Lt 
rain of Dlustartl-" ,d. whi('h a m.LIl 
ow..l in his garùcn, which in- 
Crl'':LSl'd mIll IJ' 'am' a grl'
\t trt'
, 
I) that tht' fowls of tht' air lodged in it
 hmncllt':-:? 
Or \\ hat 
imilitl1tle to tlmt h':\\ t'n, .. whit'h a woman took uwl hill in thrl't' JUt'a. 
surt'
 of lJlt'al. until tho whole W;\.1) J.'anant'll ?"t 
C hlC of tIlt, fir
t chamdcristics of tho rl'ligiou fl'rT'or 01 the mitltllc a'''cs \\ hich 
pr ,.puts i
 ,If in history, is its l1ni \t'r
\lity : dt'\"otion not being confinl"} to any 
p.Lrtit'ular ord..r or t'omlition of JIll'H. 
:L1l,.tity wa-: not ('onfilll'll to t'loi:o:tt'r:.-. or 
to tIll' chair of "t. Pt'wr: it W;h fOll))11 in thl' walki of .. 'cul:Lr lifl'. :LIllI upon 
\\orltlly thront''i,. Thl' v'ortls of 1....ai:Lh "t'rt' litt'r.Lny uccornplis}1l' , 1 in tilt' middlt- 
agt'-:, .. '1"11' nations \\alkl't\ in hi8 light,l\wl king-s in the splendor of his ri!o-ing-.": 
Th..St' mi
ht
" \\"3h'r:-:. \Vhit'h now, lik.. a 
:L\"agt' torrt'nl. pr..cipitatt' thclIl:o:d\"t':i in 
str:Li!!ht lil1..
 .Lgain.;t thl' Chur..h. I..a\ jn
 nothing stlLJ1tling but what il'l ahsolut\.ly 
part of till' \t'ry Hock whit'h ean nCVl'r bc 0\ t'rtbro\\ n,-in tho.:' (hys flu\\ el) 
gt'ntly, anti in a 
ari(,tI undulating ('l)urst' through thc tliT'inc garden, rt'frt'shing 
its tender plant...., fertilizing a III 1 ('overing "ith flowl'r:! of h'J1 thou:-::L1ltl lon'ly 
hut'
 an thl' a<1j:u't'nt . oil. .. Trllt>." lIB 51. ClcllU'nt f"nitl, in his I
jr:,t Epi:.:tlt' to tilt' 
Corinthian:o:, h tilt' laity had partit'ular dutil's ditft'Tl'nt from th')';:l' of pri"sts;" but 
tIn ring tho'c :L
l'S. if a p'rson in th(' mnk..: of 
..rular /:)ûcipty w
rc 
tUtlious a11l1 
thoughtful, fontl of rl,tirPIHPnt. walking no: in the tro.1,ll'n path
, hut luoking to 
tIll' tlivillt' my:o:lt'ril'8 IUltl to tilt' I'cfl'monil's of (aith Z
 t:II' tl"l1t' JUl't1it'iJll' fur ::;orro\\. 
it wa:o: not conchJtll'l1 that hi' W:L.>) for:\a.king the post \\ hich PrO\ itleIlCt' had u...- 
signl.a tl> him. or introtlucing confusion into sorial hi..rarchy: lor that nil'c t1i:-:- 
cri III illation of otJìt'cs which 011 r motlt'rn pi vili7ation ha.... 
:ml'ti01ll'l.1. \\ h..rt' it 
\Va!" not unkuO\\Jl to our :L1ll'l':o:tOl
. \Va
 1'\prl'",.,lJ eollt}t'muc.) Ly Ult'm. 
1.S in 
contradiction to thc Flpirit and letter of thl' ('hrlstia.n Ia.w, \\ hich t}l"clares that 
without holin('s
 no ma.n shoulct ("l'r 
('e (:0(1. In thl' lait
" thl'r..for('. a
 well IL 
in till' I'cc1l'sia.stica.l ortlpr. Ñm"tity wa
 tilt' fi
t duty aUtI the hi
h,....t honor of 
('\ pry one who profe8sed him8l'lf a disciple in tIlt' 
 'hool of Chri..:t. 


1< St. ()11oni". C'ol1at. Lib. I. Biblioth(>('_ Clunia.c. 


t Lukl' ,ili. 1!1. 


r Ix. 3. 
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"No !" exclaimH Rt. ,Jerome, "it is not ecc1p:;Íastical dignity which makes the 
true Christian. The centurion, CorneJius. though a pagan, was purified by the 
gifts of the Holy Ghost. Daniel, while a child, was the ju(lge of old men. 
Amos, from the bosom of poverty and ignorance, wns raisctl to be a prophet of 
the Lord. And David was sought for among shepherds, when he was to be es- 
tahlishecl King of Israel. It was the youngest, the last of the disciples, who ob- 
taincd the greatest marks of the love of his Divine )faster. ,.* 
St. Anselm, while a monk at Bec, in a letter of advice to his friends, Odo and 
Lanzo, reminds them of the words of truth, that but few are chosen; and adds, 
with solemn eloquence, "Quapropter, quicunque nondum vivit nt panci, aut 
vitam suam corrigendo inter paucos se colligat, aut cum certitudine reprobationem 
timeat. ..t 
'Ve find the ancient monk of Ra.tisbon, who,;e account of his temptations, vari- 
ous fortunes, and writings, has been published by 
Iabillon, speaking of his hav- 
ing edited a book entitled "A 
[anual written for the ...\dmonition of Clerks and 
Laic
. ..t 
Alcuin. in his book. "Df' \rirtutibus et Vitiis, ,. which is H,(ldre:;sed to Count 
Guy, after reminding that nobleman of the ca.re reqnil"L>tl for his ::;alvation, speaks 
to him as follows :-" And be not alarmell by the hahit of a laic which yon wear, 
or by the secular life which you lead, as if under this hahit you ('oulll not pene- 
trate through the ga.te:ì of celestial life. For as t1w hll':,sedness of the kingdom 
of God is preached to all without distinction, so the entrance to this kingdom is 
open eqnally, according to the degree of merits, to every sex, age. and person. 
There it is not distingni:-;hecl who on the earth has been a laic or a clerk, rich or 
poor, young or olel, ma
ter or slave: but the et('rnal glory crowns ('very man accord- 
ing to his works..' lona. in his celebratpd Book, ., Dc Institutione LaÏcale." written 
in the ninth century, and printed by Da.cherius from a manuscript 300 Yl'a.rs old, 
which he found in the _\bbey of Corby, shows that the law of Christ is to be ob- 
served, not {'specially by Cìerks.. but g('nemlly by all the faithful.
 
'fhe Abbot 
maragdus. in his work pntitled "Via Regia" adllressetl to the Em- 
peror Louis-Ie-Dehonnaire: Hnd GiBes dt' HOllle. in his" ::\firror of Chivalry for 
the Instruction of Princes," argnes on the same ground. desiring them to re- 
mernner death and judgment. II What a heavpnly air breathes through all the 
Laical In
titution, which was written el uring thl' rpign of Charl(,8 the Balcl 
 Here 
is proof that it was not dry, cold morality which n:.:pcl to b(' a.t1t1rpssed to the sec- 
ular society of the middle age:o; 
 ,. It must be onr earl', then,'. sa}'s Jona, " tha.t 
nothing of the corruption of the old man may remain in us. Christ, not in part 
18 ('rH('ifiPI1, hnt wholly, that we should die to all sin awl live to GOtl. But he 
lin'
 to God who follows the footsteps of Christ in humility, sanctification. :nul 


.
. Hieron
'lll. Epist. ad Hf'liodm'. t Epist. Lib."1. 2. 
* Lib. I. (:ap. 20. apml Dal'lwl'. Spil'i1f'g'. Tom. I 


t Vet. _-\.nalecta, llR 
n )1ir. Lib. III. ( 1
. 4.... 
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pictJ: he', I say. liyl'
 to (rod 
U1tl is ma.!1l' hi8 tt'lnple who i:i clothed with thcse 
cele
ti
\l precept..; which form tho rniment of tho npw man which 11p AhaH want 
who \\ ith lL staint'll roLl' ahnll repair to the nuptial fl'a.st. H, ther 'fore, a'" thl1' 
blcssl'd Jeroml' saith, any onc 
hall be found in the day of judgment undf'r tho 
namf' of lL Chri...tinn, not lmving thl" wl'dlling garnwnt. tlmt is the rohe of the 
l'eh'stial m.m. but ß :-;tainl'll rohe. that is, tilt' garnll'nt of tlJl> oM man, 
h.! \\ ill Lo immt'diately t
h1r'" '!tl in th ., worlls. ' ..\mic quomo,lo hue 
intrnsti?' and hl' will be spel'chll'
 III thnt time tbcre will 00 no phLce for lwn- 
allce, nor power of denÜLl, whl'll all the nngcl Q , nnll thl' worM itself, bhall be wit- 
nl'
 of sills. Therefore eVl'ry one of tho f:Lithful 
hould know. th...t unless he bo 
clothell with this no\\ man, IUUIlt'}Y, "ith our IAml .J l'8US Chri:-;t, thou h at pn':-t'nt 
he rua) walk in thc purple anlI tine linen. adorned with gold and gf'ms. yet \\ ill h' 
appcar miserably ILnd tearfully naked in the e
'e'8 of thu Divine 
ajf'
ty. \nd if 
hp shouhl tlepnrt in this nakl,tlnl'I'--. not only \\ ill ho bl
 reprovl'll by Christ tho 
KiIW, horl'tt.ftor, but ;.,1:;0 he "ill Lo oxcltllh>lI for o\"cr from tho IJl'Lrriw"o ft'tL.;t. 

ow if any 0110 d"sir' to know wh
Lt is the raiment of thia n 'w man, let him know 
that it consists in innof't'ncc, patienc , b nigllit
, gcntlen. ,faith, humilit)" charity, 
modt'sty, chastity, without which, no man 
hall 
l't. (
oll. ,. · 
During t111' milMlo n'''l'
. the laity. '\\ hatcver lUay lun be('11 tilt> <'\Ce
";t'S into 
which they wore occ:
ion:Lny bctrzLyed, can Ill"'er Lo said to h:,""o borne allY resem- 
blance to that stony pc )plc. from which. according to l'indar, t their naID' had 
h('(\n origimLny deriYl'(1. TIll'Y Wl'r<, far from lJt'ing that durum genus which 
Dl'lIl'alion anti Pyrrh... prodU(,l'tI:1 or, a8 Pinlbr styles it. ",,8')10)1 yot";)1 that 
faCO of 8tonc:o:. 
The cllloginm, "Laïcus bl'tl religiosns," which is bc:5towed on the broth('r or 
Y'a.l('utinian, in thc chroniclt>g of '[onto Casino, inllicatt>
 no ('haT'actt'r that wa.
 
uncommon in tho \, orhl.):1 TIlt' populur raco h:Lt1 now Ll'OIl 
oftl'ned 1\11l1 lUould- 
cd hy tho power of that reliCTion, which apIwarl't1 equally divine and miraculous 
to the shcphl'rds of J ullca in the stablc of Bethlehem, to the t'mpres:i of Rome in 
thp c"tacomh,
, and to thr chil'fs of thc harbarians undl'r tilt' fort'f;t.i of G('rrnan
'. 
The author of thc hook l'ntit1etl on the USt' of Ht)m:t.I1c{'s object.i to hi8tory, 011 
the J{rouilli that its characters are always l'(p1Ïvoeal. But the argllmC'nt do' not 
h,)hl with respect to the indications which it e
hibits in the lu.ity, during tilt' ug"
 
of faith. of the thirst for justice. They now (ll':.;irell to hl'lt.r that telllll'r pt'tition 
of tIll' t 'hurch in their hphalf. whl'n ut tho pasch:ll !'olel1lnitit'
, ufter praying for 
hl'r clergy, Shl' adds, "Et devotis:;imum popnlum." The heroism and nctivitJ. the 
magnlLnimon...: antI jo,yous chnmctcr of t}lf' middlt, .l;t:;, ha\"o !-truck l'very one POIl- 
yer:-::lIlt with tlll'ir history: antI yet the pil'ty of till' laity in tho,;: J tim('1" ,,"onM now 
Rl'pm tìttin
 only in a cloi
tl'r. 


· Jon:l' \urelianl'n
.... Eph,cop. <If' In...titution.> Latc.lle, Lib. I. c.1.p. 2. apud Dadll'r. 
Spil"it.'g. I. 
t Olym. IX. 1 Yuog-. (;POI'g-o I. li:t 
 ('Immil'. C'a..În,'n..i,... C.lp. 1:1. 
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X octurllal vigils, sacredlc&;ons at repasts, the ob
er\"ance of thrt,(' Ll'IÜS in the 
year, belonged to the Ùe\ otion of such princes as Charlemagne, ..\lfreù, Goùefroi 
ùe Bouillon, Louis 'TII. of France. and many other
. 
V{ e reall of youths being sent to tho royal court, in order to be instructed in 
di\'ine doctrines anu mona
tic discipline;* of martyrs who had been educated in 
the scholastiC' doctrines of our Lord in the hall of the palace. t ""hat greater 
statesman than Nicholas _\cciajoli, the high steward of the King of Saples, who 
lJreserveù the crown to his sovereign, and in the year 13G3, fitted out ships at 
his own expense, for the service of Florence hi
 nath-e country? ,rho more 
richly endowed with the goods of fortune? He was ma::ìter of cities aUlI castles 
both in the kingdom of Naples and in Greece. Yet what was his ruling pas.:;ion? 
It was to build churches and monasteries, and to enrich altars. lIe had a pre- 
dilection, t,ays Pignotti. for the Carthusian monasteries, ha\-ing restored that of 
Xaple
. and rebuilt that of Florence. the architecture of which, even to the dis- 
position of the cells, being hi::; design. " Perhaps," adùs this writer, "his spirit 
in the miùst of the laborious agitations attendant upon great affairs, turned itself 
with pleasure to the contemplation of the life of those who had retired from civil 
tempests into the port of solitude. .'1 
U ghelh says, that the munificence of the princes of Beneventum to churches 
and monasteries was so great, that he fears his statement will not be creditL'd. It 
equalled that of kings and emperors. They seem to have given their whole princi- 
pality to the Church.
-But what country ever producpd more heroic, more devoted 
and magnanimous men, than those pious dukes of the Longobards? Hear the 
in:-:cription on the tomb of .Arichis, Prince of Benevclltum, which was composed 
in the time of Charlpmagne:- 


.. Hic Arichis dormit magni pulcherrima pl.ole
 
Unica spes patl"iæ, ßlurus, et arnm suis. 
Religione patrem, dulcisque par'entilms usque 
Xullus plus vo]uit a.mplius, aut potuit. 
Sen Abraham g-enitor Isaac sic iste peregit : 
Oblatus tacl1it, jussa parentis agens. 
Tratlitus ob pah'Ü{'. populi cunctique salutf'm 
Se opponens \'oluit pro pietate mori." " 


It is curious to remark, that th
 gravity of the middle ages appear:4 CVl'n in the 
kina of sacerdotal dignit)" which the writers of tha.t period ascribed to noble man- 
n('r
.-Thus Christine de Pi::;an f:ays of Louis. due d'Anjou. brother of King 
Charles \"., c. 
[on1t sages homs l,:.;toit et avi
iez ('n tOllS fais. hault et pontifil':\1 
en maintien. .... .\nd of Charles, duc ùc Bourgogne. his third brother, she says, 


* Vitâ S. Laudf'b. Ep. Tl-aject. ad )Ios. D. 3. 5Hf;. 
t Acta 'Iartyr. S. Ragneùcrt. n. 2, p. 619. t II. ('hap. fi. 
 Italia S.LCr3., YIII. 60. 
n Italia 
ilcra. YIlI. 36. .. Pal't. II. c. 11. 
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.. Prince e:o:toit de :-ùuvcrain sen:o: et Lon con
l'i1. Iloulx ('!"toit l't amiable :l gran:o: p 
mn
l'Il:-l. l't Ù pt'tl
: noLll' l.'t pontifical en cuurt d eð
at lIlagniti
t'nt. .,. 
(; untchmmnu
. th' Lest of the )[l'rO\ ingian kings, is 1l1'8Crib.d b) FrcdcIF:Lil"l" 
as being like a priest among prll.'st:,. t 
Pl'tru
 nmcollll
 rcltLtl's. that \\ hl'll the Emperor Lothairl' c'"l.mo to tIll' monas- 
tery of 
llInt
' ('a...ino to nppt.'tLò:oC till' 'li:):)Cn
iOIl$ \\ hich had Lroken out rl'spt'cting 
th ' cll'ction of an abbot, he ne\ er ate or drank from the ti
t hour of the day till n'
- 
pers ; "et suh impl'riali damill(' aherius militiæ tyrocillium ostcndebat. " '0 Dur- 
ing the whole c
pcJitiou on which I WU'i with him," says the monk. .. he u!-ed to 
hear ma:o:s for the dl'all .Lt till' firðt ll:m n, uftl'r which ho hl':LrlIIlI:
 for hi:, arlll) ; 
and la
t1), he heard the ma,:),') of the day. While 
tayin(f' in th' 1Il0n:l:iwry, h' 
llsl'd to go auout the cloisters, and all the útlÎL
 , as if It, were abbot or dean, dc- 
:,iring to examine how en'ry OIW )iVl'tl under thl' bll'b
 1 Belu".J.ict, and he u!"
>(l to 
go barl'footl'd to all iu churches. Yet ho nen'r ub:-:entetl himsl.lf from the 
company of the bishop:,. arl'hbi
hops, and abbots, that he miCTht fulfil what i:J 
written, 'Cum sapientibus 
rmocillatio cjus;' and notwithst:mding all his occu- 
pations, he was the staff of the blinù, the food. of the hungQ', till' hop(' of the 
wTl'klll'el. till' comfort of monrnl.'rt-1 : nnd he so t:hOlH' in each, irt UP. n
 jf upsidl's 
it he pO.' 'Si)ed no otlll'r. "1 
Their m.LIlnf'r too of exprc,.,...,ing thcm-,clves. though it \\ouid b' now felt in- 
eon\l'nient in legislati,"c as..cmblie was ne\"l'rthcle
 thdt of men who studied 
wi:'llolll ; like that of Dantt', of \\ horn Philip Villani S3'y
, "In 10cl1tione tartlis- 

illln
. et qui nunquam inpr.l'Ull'dit.ull' loqui viderl'tur." Lo. ho\\ nobly Htancl:" 
in the romantic fablin6 which kecp.i so ßt'Uf to truth, among th
 '\orthi
 l)f the 
housC' of Este, who"L' figures represclltl't.I in the shiehl, LaWl,J UiIlJ,ldo to wake up 
from his It.,thargy, and to chl'l'r his Í:lce.- 


If Alnlt'rikp, first crpat.'l] 1.0"1 )(.lrlfui.. of Fprrd.ra. 
Foundt'r of l1lan
. churcllt'
. that upt/art." 
I1i!t I'Y' like one that l1,:) ,cI to cont >lIIpl.ltc." 


The knights of ('hivalrou
 cl.'lchrity, in till' poems and :mllal!" of forml'r ages, 
arc all, more or Ie&:!, lh'scrihpd a
 I1ll'n of thiH ch:\racter :-" '''"pry early in tho 
morning-he ri
es, anll (ro.., to Ill'ar lIla
'; then mount.'ion hor::;ebal.'k with his squifl" 
and ria
s 011. After mia-ùay . il entre en nne forest moult grnnrlc et chcvauclll' 
longue cspace tic temps moult. pf'n:-:if.'''U Th(' illml, in the poet's mind who 
drew the.:., portrait
. wa' that of I1ll'n who thirsk'tl nUl'l' :L highl'r order of l'xi
tcnco 
3mI who woulel ha\"e thankl,tl I h':n en, in tIll' word1i of Chateaubrhmd, that their 
life wa.i not built on the ('arth as bolidly as the towers in \\ hich t.hey pa::,;:,
d 
thPlf )"outh. 


* 11. 1:1. t Frl'ùl'g'. ap. Scr. r. fr. T. It .B4. t Ubt. Ca.-.
inens. 
:ec. VB. 

 Jt'l"Usalem Ðplin'rpd. XVII. ß Gyrl'n If' CourtOl
, f. to. 
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., Est hæc vita brevis, stimu1is circumdata sævis 
Qui se credit ei, torpet amore Dei." 


Huch were thE' lines of the ancient original inscription on the tomb of Count Hay- 
naldo de Avenel, in the cathedral of Catana, who died in the beginning of the 
twelfth century. * 
It might seem vain to multiply examples; but the language of the ancient 
writers in this resp('ct is so picturesque, that :L few might always be proposed in 
history, without danger of causing fatigue to any reader. Christine de Pisan re- 
lates, that King Charled Y". of France used to rise at six or seven o'c1ock, when 
to his chamberlain and other servants he would always show a joyous countenance. 
Then after the sign of the cro
 and his words to Ood, as being very devout, he 
used to entertain himself familiarly with them while he was dressed for the day. 
He used to take pleasure in what was said by the simplest among them. "hen 
fully adjusted, his breviary was brought to him, the chaplain being at his sir1e 
to assist him in saying the canonical hours according to the ordinary of the time. 
At eight o'c1ock he went to mass, "laquelle estoit célébr[.e glorieusement chascun 
jour à chant mélodil'u,,{ et solemnel ;" then he made a retreat in his oratory, during 
which time, low masses were continually said before him. At the issue from 
the chapel, an kinds of people, rich or poor, could speak to him; and he, with the 
greatest affability, would listen to their requests, and would remit them to his 
master of the requests. Then he went to the council, and if business did not oc- 
cupy him, he sat down to table at ten o'clock. While he was at the repast, music 
wad performed beforp him. On rising from table he received ambassa.dors and 
other strangers. After various conversation, which used to last for two hour
, he 
went to take repose during one hour; after which he used to amuse himself with 
his most prh-ate friends, and then he went to vespers; after which he walked in 
the garden of his hotel of St. Paul, where the queen and other women used to at- 
tend him with-the children. But in the winter season he used to spend this in- 
terval in hearing diff
rent fine histories of the holy Scriptures, or of the deeds of 
the Romans, or the moralities of the philosophers, read aloud, till the hour of 
suppl'r, which was always early and of a slight nature; after which he took ;:,ome 
little diversion, and then retire(} to rest: and thus in continual order did this 
wiae king pass the course of his life. t 
That provision was made in an the private dwellings of the laity for nourishing 
a spirit of prayer, app('ars from the fact formerly observed, of the chapel being a 
constant app('ndag(' to the castle. In the decrees collected by Ives de Chartres, 
we read that" everyone of the faithful should have an oratory in his housl', 
n which 
he Illay pray, but that ma
:; must not be celebrated there, unles
 when such a priv- 
ilege has ùeen speciaUy granted. "1 


* Sicilia :o,acl"a. 1. ;)
'). t Livl'e df's fais et bonnes meurs du Sage Roy Charles V. chap. 26- 
1 Df'crf't. Pal's III. (I., Ecdesia, c. 76. 
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Father no
ithc'(', in hi
 lifl' of :,)t. .John of thc' { r03:o., I'l,Jatt's, th.Lt th(' ,loctrines 
of till' no
pel h:Lll tl"uck suc'h ell'c'p root in thc heartä of thc inhabit:mtd of Bai.:C(', 
which i8 a g-rl'.1.t city in Spain, that Iny persons Ih"L'tl ther' likc ccclcsiß,,:)tieä, anti 
eccll':;iasti{'
 likc' lIlonk
. · 
St. 1'hl'rl':':" :-a

, th:Lt till' two mer('h:m
 of '[('c1ina, who (",Llnc with ht"1" to ab- 
sist at tilt' tì
t m:l-;ð in t}w e'hapl'l which clL. John of thc' Cro: hlLII al"r:m
l'll in 
thc' poor cabin nt Dllrn,I(', wpre so mo,('d bv "hat they saw thcr(', that th.'" bhl.d 
a 110011 of Íl',lrs. 
lll' aelels, that gl'ntlt'mcn of the ]It'i
hhorhootl c'Lme to p\.pr('
:; 
tlll'ir ohligation to llt'r for ha\ ing gin'n to that country 
u('h IL fount
Lin of hl'nl'- 
die.tion. Amon
 th('
1' nWIl of qualit.r of tlw ]wighhorhooel who carn(' to I )(lrn,I., 
(rom time to time to com ersc \\ ith :-)t. .J ohn of th,' Cro
, W:L3 J )om Loui:; ùc '1'0- 
lpclo, ]ll'ar rl'l:tti\(' of thl' nuk
 of .\11.:1. This nohl('m:m hacl five towns uneIer 
his c]orn:,in. TIll' two nwrdumto; ,le>('I:,r('(1. thaI for all tho worll] thl'." \\onle] not 
havc mið:>C\1 SI.'t"in:! whzLt th 'Y "L\V tllt'rl'. t)() ILclmimhlc' ùid that pOVl'rty ILppl'ar to 
th' I' men of richc>R. t 
E
am pl('s of this kin(l must strikl O ull rn(>l1 ns nory rprnllrlmhl(', if theJ consider 
what pl'cl;
itLr oh:o:tac1('
 an' pr('spntt'(l in th.Lt rank of lift' to thl' influl'llcc' of a
ct'tic 
principles. Ul.mark only what p:L..
Sl" hefore .}on at prl'st'nt. Ohst'f\'c narrowly 
th' I' poor soldic.ors, th.', rou
ll\ t'st(ì(l . o'unell, in the church. )fi.rht not OlW 
nlmo:-t tak(' tlll'm for mOIJ
? Pass on now lJl'nrf'r the altar, awl marl tho · 
\H'11-t1rl'
st'(1 citizl'II
, tho"'t' hnuriouR 
OIlS ancl t1aughtt'r1i of the rich. \rhat 
woulcl you takc. o tIWIIl for? I ,]0 not a
k whl,tlll'r thp)" rt'milHl )OU of monk
, or 
persons llcvowcl to religious pcrfl,,..tion, hut lun- , tlw
 tIll' air of what B ....uet call
 
Christian t-e\-crity? W' ouM it not be ridiculous to · them ki the cro
, or 
pt'rform nny ,iCt which (]i(l not b{ om rl"quirt'(l bJ f:L
hion uncI habit? Y l't this 
description of pp!:'ons reml'mbt'r, in till' micldll' a re8, pOH...;es..ed the faith alHl till' 
pi('ty of the poor. 
o. PIOUS mcrchant,"-" nobles ct d{.\.ot.... pcrsonm
M," WnB the common t;t).Jc of 
pu hlic aC't
. l'ypn HO law u
 in the si net'nth cen t ury:1 for to what 
hukl'sl)4,.Lrl' rl'(' kow; 
the king-hl'l.'oming gmcl'S-tl'rnpl'l-anCl' l()wIÏJll's
, de\ otion
very man of el<'- 
\fit'd rank form,'rly W:1..i rC{luirecl to h,y claim. Thc title of the Conntcs..i \1atilda 
in the archin>s of '[onte Cu.sino, is beautifully expreBBive of this spirit-" 
Iatilda, 
Dl'i gratia t!i (lult! est."1 
"The roynl virtues," 
')"d:-:t. Isie10rl', II .ire two-piety and justice. But piety 
is mor(' praised in kings, for justice by itself is . 'vero. '.. It is tho remark of a 
German historian, that the insignia of the kingly I:!tate, during the micldll' age's, 
were all of 
21.Cl'rdotal origin... 
This ideal of banctity in the pe
on of kings was behe'ld in many whom the 
Church ha<; not canonized, as Dagobert, Loui
-Ie-D .honnaire, Roblort, Louis-Ie- 


· Lib. IY. t Vie ùe S. Jean de]a Croix, par ]30 Pt-re Do!-.ithéf'. 
t )Iontdl, Hist. ùes Francais, V. lA. 
 )la.d)f,th. IY. S. 0 Jlist. C
incns. Pr:l'rat. 
-r Et
'molog. Lib. IX. :3. .. Phillip'i Deut....clll' Geschichtc. I. 4:34. 
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Jeune, and many whom history but little e"{tols, becausc they were not powerful 
as Henry YI. of England, amI numerous others of the same type. some of whom, 
as Ceaualla, King of the \r cst 
axons, Cenfed, King of :Mcrcia, Offa and Ina, 
died at Rome, whither they had gone through devotion. 
If Imch werc kingly gmce
, devotion was deemed no les
 c:;sentiaJ in their 
ministers. 
Legislative assemblies were not then openetl with military parade, and with 
manifestation of hostile force, such as is used against a besieged fortre!--
. Duchesne 
says that the members of the Parliament used to be seen going to the palacc on 
their mules, praying to God, saying their hours and chaplets by the way. * 
See the rich nobles of 
pain contending with the poor who should prcss ncarest 
to the bier of :::;t. John of God, as it was borne along through the streets of (}re- 
nada.! The 'Marquises of Tarifa and Senalvo, Dom Pedro de Bovadiglia. and 
Don Juan de Guevaro, four of the greatest nobles, thought it a singular favor 
that they were chosen to carry down his corpse from the room in which he died 
to the gate of the pavilion, where it was to lie in state.- When this humble man 
tr,welled, the greatest nobles used to vie with each other who should lodge him. .As 
800n as he came to Val1adolid, )Iary de )Iemloça, widow of the great commander, 
Frances de Los Cobos. employed her cretlit at the court, in onh'r to prevent any 
one else from being allowed to entertain him, though nothing could prevent him 
from lodging in the hospital, and where there was no ho
pital, from preferring 
the houses of the poor to those of the rich. 

tephen the Wise, Count of Blois, ,\fter arriving at the Holy Land. was re- 
ceived with grea.t honors by King Baldwin, who put all his trea:;urcs at his dis- 
posal. But nobles of these ages were not like our liberal peeTS; the Count re- 
fused every present except that of some relics, which he ca.rried away with great 
devotion. t 
In order to distinguish Thibaud V. Count of Blois, the great Senéch'Ll, from 
his father, who was styled" the Saint," the people gave him the cpithet of "the 
Good. " There is extant an admirable letter written by this princc on the ùeath 
of 
t. Thoma
 of Canterbury. He remitted to his subjects many of his rights, as 
is proved by a multitude of titles, and even by an inscription o\"er one of the 
gates of Blois. His charities to the monks, to churches, and to hospitals, were also 
great. 
lIe gave up all the dues of his sovcreigllity of Blois to the chapter of St. Sav- 
iour during the three days which followed the ascension. 
)Ionstrellet remarks tha.t Oh3orle:;, Count of Blois, ill the time of Louis XI. 
liyed so holily during the last twenty years of his life, that he milY be said to have 
spent them in fa.sting, prayer, and alms. He never sat down to table on Friday 
until he had washed the feet of thirteen poor persons, and sen-ed them at dinner 
with his own hands. 


* Antiquit. de Paris, I. 142. 


t Bérnier, Hist. de BJois. 
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Charles of lllois, Duko of Brittany, in the fourtc 'nth century, was another C't- 
amplc of ,In heroic saint, who livLù in the mnk of a prinCt;,88 much detached from 
the world as if he hall been in tL c1oister. JacqUt'8 do lIellchain and Jean l'.\rgt'n- 
til'r, hi:-: pn'cl'ptor
. h
Lt.l 1"0 \\ ell illstrllctt't.l him in the d utiCð of a. [:hri::,tian, that 
nothing could clu'ck hi8 ardor to sanctify his tWul whilo II. youth at the court of 
his father, tiuy dt' ('ha--ti1lon.. Every day he USt'I to recite the p:;alter, the 
houri of our I :Llly u.rlll thosl' of the Cros.'i; he u>;Ctl to serve en.
ry 1Il.L'18 th:Lt was 
said in his fathl'r's palace, nUll a.ssistA'd tile' poor in cvery \\ay that hu couhl 
..\fter he \\:ts married be continued h'li cour of piety. lIe showeù tmch r ...;pcct 
to prics
, that he would always alight from his horse whcnen'r ho met ono on the 
country rond8. lie lLt.lrninisU'rcd justice a.nù preH'ntcù duel.. Ho showed heroic 
patienec in prison and amidst in::'l1lu;, .LIlII ho c1ob4,'d his 
Lint1y lifo with an heroic 
death in the fielJ, fiO'hting throu(
h tho solo dC::iire of fulfilling hii duty. This 
Charles de BIoi:;, on being slain, was quickly dc.....poilell by the \'arletß ; and it was 
found then that he wore a hair shirt next his skin. .\ Fmncisc:Ln hl"Oth('r, named 
Brothcr Haonl do Corg:Ll 
llo11l':!, c:m1l' to tlH' piace, anll heilw ß \"l'r'y 6trong man, 
took up the body quite nakell, 
\1ll1 4'arried it on hi:ì bhoultlcrli for mor' than a 
lcuh'l1e; then finding a cart, he placeJ it therein, anù SO conveyed it to G uinguant, 
whero it was inu'rrL't.1 in the church of tho 'finor Friar:!. This Duke Charles had 
m'en in eightL't.'n hattll
 during hia lifc; .. il fut Ie plus heau ehC\alier tit' Franco 
ct I, mil'uh entcichi{' de vaillancu ; car de che\Oalerio faisoit cc qu'il appl'rtenoit a 
princl'. Jolys fut plus V'De nul 1Lultre, touw sa vie, et de bire chansons ot lays 
s\..sbatoit som cnt; mais s<'1inctc vio mClloit sccreternent et maintit'llt-on que eu 
a 
vic nostrc 
eigneur faisoit pour luy l1laintz miradl's. ..t 

\rnaieij a:;ccmetl to fecI a I'upernatuml :L' 'ist.mct' when cOllllucted by men of a 
ùevout anù mystic character. l."crnanùo Antolinez wns performing his devotions 
while Count Garcia... "as gi\ ing hattle to thl' 
Ioor
 on the hunks of the Donre, 
and the I:)()ldicrs thought that am arwellll his likenCðd \Va.::; fighting for him. The 
same thing is relatctl of th. Empl'ror Ferllinand II. to whom, whcn at the foot 
of the altar, the)" brought btalldards amI trophit
, Buch as the mere valor of his 
prcJeces'iOr
 hall ncwr gained. t 

l:Lny of the t;piritllallt,ttcJì) of Father .J ohn O'..h illa, the cell.bmtcd preacher 
of Spain, arc addr
d to gre:Lt nobles, anil knights, anli Joun!; nu'n living ill thl' 
world; anti from the style in which they are \Hitten, one mu
t form :L high 
ti- 
mate of tIll' piet)' of these pcr
ons. In fact, to be n. Christian in thc sense of the 
middle age
, required the tle\"otion of u. whole life to :Lcquire the habits and graces, 
anù even the information rpquisitc : for what is above aU striking and singular in 
their history is, the manner in which the principles of theologians were understood 
by the m:l.SS of the people. rl'udering 80 secure from rC\"oIutioll the baso of the 
ecclesiastical and social state. 
Icn were in a strict bCn
' obedient to the inte!- 


· TIérnier, TIist. de Blois, ßü!I. t Chroniqut' tIt' nu Omo-.;clin. p. 1 t.-,. t Sa.\.ptJra, 10 1"1 
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ll'etual order: they acted not from habit, Ollt frolll an idea. In these latter daY8 
the people scem int'apaole uf reducing to practice any idea of an ahstru:-,c and ele- 
vated da:-,
 connected with the !o.piritual -.ùciety, even whcn in theory they 

ldmit it. Only consider what a change must be wrought in the intellibcnce 
of such a people before they could be brought, like the populatiun of Catholic agt..:, 
to venerate the Holy See as the centre of unity,-holy time.;:, in the oh
ervance of 
festivals,-huly ceremonie5, discerning their symbolic character,-holy thing
, 
obeying the authuritie:; that might oppose their wishe'S,-holy persons, being full 
of zeal to serve saints and religious orders for the love of God! 
The half bl'otherhoods of the Teutonic, Templar, and other order." as also a 
number of religious associations and fraternities among the laity, served to extend 

he spirit of piety, and even the gravity of the cloister, in the world. The thir,1 

rder uf St. Duminick, and that in:-;tituted by St. Francis, for people living in the 
world, were soon bpread over Europe, and comprised kings and queens, princes 
awl pl'incesses, lords, knights, merchants, artisans, and laborers. The rule of 
the tlJÏnI order of St. Francis must have produced great effects in sancti(vin
 the 
intercourse uf social life. It particularly reminded the brethren and si...tcI'S to 
avoid the vices and fullieo; which cause the misery and ruin of society, to refrain 
from worMly, vain, amI calumnious cun\yer:;;.ation, to visit and relie\'e the poor 
aud the sick, to a<.:sist them in the hospitals and prisons, and in their hou::,e
, to 
assist the <lying, to keep secret the common faults of their neighbor;:" and to :-t't 
an example of a pure and holy life, in conrt:-;, and camp!', and great citie:;;., and 
castles. By their rule, e\'en persons living in the wurld were t'xpected to a
sist 
at matins, in the churclles of their re
pedi\Ye pari
he::" dm'ing Lent. 
To this order belonged the King St, Louis, S1. Elzear, Count of Arian, and 
his wife, St. Delphine; S1. I ve5, 
t. Elizabeth of IIungary, Duchess of Thuringia ; 
81. Elizabeth, Queen of Portugal; 
t. Brigitte, Prince
s of Sweden; the ble.....:e<l 
Conrad, nobleman of Plaisancia; the ble
o;ed Isabella, sister of the King of St. 
Louis; St. Clare of 
Ionte Falco; the Emperor Charles IV". and Eliz3herh hi
 
wife; the Empre
s Jane of the Greek::; ; Bela IV'. I{ing of Hungary ; Charle
 II. 
I-\:ing of Sicily; Philip III. King of8pain; Blanehe of Ca4il1e, Queen Ðf France ; 
Jame') de Borgia, I-\:ing of Jerusalem; Beatrice, Connte:,:) of RU:o'collia; Franei
 
II. Duc de Bretagne; Catherine, Duche:",s of )Iilan; Prince Robert )Ialatesti, 
Sovereign of Rimini ; Prince IIenl')
 uf Dacia; I:,3bella AI'chduche.s.s of the X etl1- 
erbml:o', and :o'ister of Philip III. of Spain; Elizabeth de Bourbon, daughter of 
Henry I'
.; .Anne of Austria, wife of Loui8 XIII.; and 
Iaria Theresa of 

\ustria. 
Few cloisters in Rome are more inh're
tinO' than those of St. TsidOJ'e on the 
ð 
Pincian hill, along the wa1Is of which are portraits of the illustriou:-; persons who 
embraced this thirò order. There I remarked Brennns, King of Jerusalem; John, 
King of Armenia; Ilenry, I-\:ing of Cyprlh; St. Loui!', King of France; Jam('..:., 
Kin!!' of Hungarv and Sicily. Peter I-\:int r of ArraO'un , . St. r:'7ear and Delphine; 
'-' '-' . . , 'ð ð 



242 


1\1 0 HE=' CAT II 0 L I (; I; 0 H, 


Rot. Elizal>f.th, QIH't'n of Portuhral ; ðt. Eliz:tbt'th, dau
htt'r of tlu' King of IIun- 
ga!")" ; .J
Ul)('
, <'1<1(.:",( :",on of tlH' King of )I

ort-a ; ami UlaJl)" orlll'r,.... 
)[oreo\"('r, till' Churl"h, II)" gralltillg c"'pL'('ial ilillulgclIl'C to tho-.c \\ 110 :-lllml(l 
lwrf(}rm :1IIY nn' h o ))" (."t'rei..\.." Clh...crn'(l in any religion.. ordcr \\ hu(('\ er, ('olllrib- 
ut('(lllolt'::-..tothc:",amt. ('wl. Tile )"t'ar }.33.3 \\:1'" remarkable fill' tlae utraordillary 
c l(,,'ot ion ('01llH'(.(('(1 wit 1a t hc...... ....att'rn it il'''', wla ieh mO\"l'(1 till' p('(}plc of I tal y and 
Pro\"t'n('(', I"'pain all<l En c ..lalill Pro('(.......ion... of fin', ten, IIr ('\'('11 t wPllty thou:-al1l1 
J)f.,....OJl:', (If Loth f't'X(...., l )rO(,'('('(le(l frum (.it\" to ('it,". Th('," w('re ('n\"do l )l'd in a 
." .. " . . 
whitt.' IIn(>fl, which C'o\"('ml f'\'(,11 tlw fa('(', frOlJ1 "hi('h they (It'ri\"t'(1 the name of 
till' whitf' C'Omp:mi(.
. TIH'Y rt'p(""l'tl in the rnthl'(lrals awl puhliC' 
'1uarf.::" ('r)"iu
 
out "p("1('(' :u)(1 IIll'r('.'"," ht':ttillg' tlH'III
{'h-(.... wirh .'c)(l... of <li..("iplilJ<>, :U1<1 ('h
lJ}tinl! 
s.u'f('tl Ilymn:--, parti(.u1arl)" the cc Stahat )btt... ])c)loro:-,a," whieh W:l-; C'ompo";I'<.1 
:ihClut this tilllt'. Th(.y \\pre f('(1 hy t1ae puhlil". aItlwlI,..h they :l:-,k('tl for' nothing 
hut Im,:ul :u)(l watt'r. flu: pilgl'imagl' lastt'(l !!en('rnl1y ninc or t -n day
, :tfter 
"hid. tlu'y J"l'tllrlU'tl to tlwir homl.... TIa(' people of the tC}\\U!'ò which had heen 
\"i:"ih'll. kiml1l'tl \\irh the NUl}1 f('rvor pro(..'t'(l('tl in tlH'ir turn: amI tll1l:O: tltp..;e 
(It'\"Ollt 1'1"0(" iou... c:\h'mh.'tl from ton n to town. Th' first (
im' into Ital)' h
' 
the coa:.t ur {;enoa. _\.t the 
ight of tit "f' pic}U:o; pil'''rim:-, diP mn..t ohdllr:lte ItcarL:J 
w('re mehl'll : hatrt'(lo; "ert' forgotten, ('n mid rl-<,oncilptl, :uu) al1 h('l,:ullP ;o.:.m.tiry 
:u,,) pmc"t.. The 1.11('('lh :"t', to the numh.,., of tl...('(, thOIl
:U)(), yi-:it('() Pi
toia :lIul 
Flnn'net'. The Pi,tlli:lu:o: (';UI1I' to tilt' lattt'r city in numheN al>fmt f(mi' thOIlS.lIUI. 
Of the Flon'utilH'-:, filliy thou:-':llul put nil whit.'; amI tw('nty thou..and, \\ ith 
tIll' Bi...IHlp of Fi(>:o;ole at th{'ir Iw:ul, went to Arezzo, Tlu..., proccs-:ion
 ['pre'1.1 
tlH'm:"{'h.l.'
 thrntJIThnut the whnl.. of Itah". 

 . 
] )eyout ('(mfratf'rniri.
 of bi('.., (11',.or"ll to p:1rtjcllbr pioll
 (,
,'rc.j'e:" and work:; 
nf dmrity, ('"i-:tf'tl ('\"pry wl...re. Of tlu....( thf'I"l' werc, wlU'n Udlt'l1i wrot(', no 
fi.wer than fi)rty-
ix in the eit)" of Bnlo
na j thirty-the ill Cremona; tW(,llty-fimr 
in G('nn:l j mH' h11l1<lr.'<<1 in Sapl(...; {'ightf"'11 in Fcr..ara; tw,'h't' in H:lyt'.lI1:l; amI 
I'imilarly in oth..r ('iti.,.., in pn}portion to tll(' ma
nitlill.. of tlH' !ootah'. 

\t Y'enic(', wllt're tlH're Wf're lIpwarc)
 of om' hlll1clrcd ('(lIlfr:th'rniti(':-;, Hi:\. of 
th.... , term('ll great bChnols, w('re ..1<.hrnt('(l, in whic'h "crc in
riLcd an innumer" 
ahle multiru(l.. of laiC's, having atL'1('lu'l1 to th..m Ilohl
 C'hurdu:
, prPC'ioll loò 
:ter<'ll 
y(',
('ls :11") \"..-:tl11<'nt"" l)f'
iclt... imuH'n
c' fmul..., whieh ,\'pre Yf'ariy ('x))t'lHl('t1 in 
piolls work:"" :.1111 in charity to the pOOl'.* 
Chi\"alry wa... anotlu'r il1
tirution of whi<,h the clergy took :lltv8ntage, to infll
(! 
a 
pi..it nf (l('\.ntion into the :-O('j('ty of tl... wOI"M. Tn 
.lIlC'ti(v tlH' proft.
:-ion of 
al'm:-" which I.:ul the s:ll1etion (If CIII'i..;t, \\a
 an Pad.\' pl"oj(>('t. .\ Latin pm
.t'r, of 
nohle simplicity, was compcN'l1 f.lr th., 
oldi('r
 of tilt' Homan army; 811(1 ("nn- 
f'tantine pl"eSt,>rihro that it 
hol11cl he (laily l' 'pt'at('(l. 
The high, affecting ::;ymbol::;, with" hich the institution of chivalry illdimt('(t the 


· Tom. VI. 
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essential (lntÏes of it" membe)':o:., are all cvidence of t11c pllre
t conceptions of a 
Chri
tiall lile. \\ïtlle:"s that bath of honor, ('ourte:")", ami gomllll':":-:, that bcd ot 
repo
e, to 
ignif.r the rest of Paradise, which we bhould ('onquer by our knight- 
hood; that white robe, to ::;ignify the purity which we 
llOuld preserve if "e wouM 
arrive at God; that rc(1 garllH'llt, to 
igllif.r that we r-:hould h.. always reaùy to 
he(l 
our bloOt) to defend the 11O]Y Church of God; tho:-:e 
alllla]s of black cloth, to 
remind us of death, and of the earth ill which we shall lie s11'etche<1, whence we 
came, al1l) to which we mu..:t return. * 
Every part ûf the knight'
 armor had it..; moral signification. The gaunt1et:-:, 
in u
ing which he lifted up his hands on high, were to remind him of prayer to 
Goo, and that he was not to be guilty of putting hi
 h:ll1
) to a fal
e oath. "The 
ot'()ination of prit':"t..;," !'ay
 a modern writer, "to which the admis:;ion to knight- 
hood ha::; 
ell íÌ'equellt]y compared, cou1<<1 not be accompanied with more !'o]eulIl 
exhortations to devotion and purity of minù. Even the desire of glory was not 
allowed to be a worthy motive for sèeking the order ofknighthuod, unl
 meekly 
suhjl'Cted to the wish of honoring God." 
This was the 
pirit of the military character in Catholic timb. It, breath('
 
through all the acts of a TancreJ, a Roger, a Chando
, a ,Joinvi11e, a Gon:-:ah-a of 
Cordo\"a, a DOH _\.ntonio de Leïva, a Don J'emandù of A valo
, )Ial"qui::; of Pe..- 
('31'3, a Don A]OllSO of A \"alu:5, )Iarqui:5 of Basto, an _\.Iexamlel' Farne::;e, Duke of 
Parma, au _\1fonso of Allmquerque, a Count of Fuentes, a :\Iarquis of bpinola, 
and numberJe
:i other:-:, that we meet with in the old Engli:5h, Fl'ench, and Spani
h 
chronicle
. The spirit of St. Paul became the spirit of warlike heroe:-:-for it wa'i 
the essellcc of ('hi \"al ry to glory in the cro
 of our Saviour Je=,us Christ. 
True, there Illay have been something to purge away in the deeds of romantic 
dl'\"otion, which illuminate the page of knightly books. Yet methinks the gra\"L'
t 
hermit would only 
Illile at the recollection of Fernando Perez del Pulgar, and of 
what he performed at the 
iege of Grenada, when with fifteen companion:" be- 
tween 4ealth and forc(', he penetrated in the ùead of night into the city, le::willg 
hi!' company to maintain the skirmish with the surprised soldiers at the gate, and 
ga1l0ping through the :-:t..eet
 till he reache!) the principal mo:-:qlle, where he 
alig-hted, and on his knee:' took po:-;..;e
...ioll of it a:-; a Chrisriall Church; in te
tilllony 
. of which act, he nailed to the door, with hi
 dag
('r, a tablet, which he had 
brought with him, on whieh \Va", iusl'ribed, in large It'tter5, "A \"e )Iaria ;"-aftt-f 
which he eff(-'ct
) his escape through crow(1
 of :-:oldiers, to whom t JC alarm had 
heen gin'n, rejoined his companion
, who wel'e still fighting at the gate, and with 
them returned in safety to the eamp. The Illo:-:que, thus hohlly saudified, was 
eventually, on the capture of Grenada. converted into a cathedral; and in com- 
memoration of this exploit, Fernando del Pulgar enjoypd the right of sepulture in 
that church, and the pri\"ilpgp of sitting in the choir during high rna:,,:"'. Like 


* L'Orrlène de Cbevaleric. 
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many othcr knights, hI' "as a m:lIl of 1f>arning a.. \'\"('11 33 n warrior, and ill:--criL)(...1 
tù ('harlt..; ,.... a 
umlllar). of ti,e adli('\'('l1lt'nt.; ofGOII
lh-o of( 'ordova, 
urnalliL.J 
t!le (;reat Captain. \\ ho h:Hl1x.t'n one of I,i.. comrades in arJ1J
. 
..\
 l'Vt'ry thing wa:; ft'Cp,irei to pay tribute to rdi rion, the vcry title..; of tIle 
ord('r'i of knighthood \t"ert' cUDlll'Ct('(l with th,' rncmoryr of a b.1int, or of somc de- 
Vout my
ter)". \\ïhu:-:-4 tlU' Ortl('r of the 
tar, fc\unt)pc) hy King .Tohu of France 
in the )('ar 1351. Tht' 1
lIight.., five hUlulrl'd in IItlmh('r, u:--('<1 to a"
l'mblp ('vcry 
Yl'ar at St. Ouen, Leh\ l'ell Pari
 filHI St. n 'Ili
, ill a ea..;tll' call1....) the Xohle 
lIolJ
, on the fc..tivul of the Epiptau)" nmi on that of tlU' A:-...umption, at the 
honr of prime; anù the
' were rt'Cluirol to remain th'rc till after v....pcrs the f"l- 
lowin
 tb}'. I Il're thel'(' wa,... a hall, 
ixt). fl'(.t wicl
 awl onl' }mntln...l and twellty 
long', fl:mkl'tl \,itlt fimr round to\\l'l"S at ('ad. cornt'r, atHl h:n'ing a va.4 ehim,H'Y, 
whie}, "a:-- :IS hig-h :t.i thc ('hurch ..;tet'ph'. III this hallcal'h knight h:HI his arms 
pailllt'(1 o\'
r his bC.lt. The kuight.. '\Cre f"ujoiuL't) to \\l'dr thc hahit, 311(1 to fast 
on Saturday
, ul
 to gi\'e tiftl'l'o dl'uicrs to tht' }>oor. On the dmth of a kni
ht, 
hi
 riug alltl dt'coration \\l're to be . t'ut to the (,
I:,tll', that thp r
t might pray 
{III' him.* 
The p('('uliarly rt,litrioui chamcter oftlu' middle :I"'l''i may h, witn -.. PII nl-.o in 
:hf' fi)l'm of tho..e bcuc.lietion..;, tlu- L ,..t of natal gift-" fu) 
r:..;chylu-; \\ ould ha\'c 
(':llIl'll tht'm, 
i\"t'n to tIlt' :-ou.. of J!rffit nu'n-a.. that cih'tl hy 
[abillol1, whic}, hat! 
IH'pn pronolllH'Pcl Ut'tCI" tll(' hapti..m of 1,,{'\\ i:-, :--011 of tIlt' Dllkl' of \n
t'r
, in the 

t'ar 1:177. In th(' formula.., th. lan
u:wl' i:-- alway... (.haraderi:,tit' of the jo.up('r- 
uatural \"if"wC; of life" ith "hieh IIlt'U'::, milUl", \\l're th{'n imhued; and 
o great 
"a.. tlu' importauC'f' :lttaC'hl'(l tl) thcm that when 
t. f'olomhan, the ("onrag-l'on..; mi:--- 
:--iOII('I" "ho rdi)l"fJU'() 
iug'S awl p('opJe, rpfll-e,l to 1.1(,-..; tll(' 
on.. of TIl('o(lorit', JIC 
wa.. h.lIJi..lHocl from LII"(('uil :uu) from O,-(r.1:--ia, amI obligt'll to takc n.fu.:;(' "ith 
Clothairc I I. t 
In tIlt' IwucdietioJl publi:,ht'll h.y )Iahillon, G()(] i'i illvokl'd to l>l'stow hi..; hl
-..:- 
ill
 on tJU' c'hilll, that n.. ,T:l('oh l)t,ftm' his hirth \\a.. lo\"(,a without any m('rits of 
hi
 own, ::)0 lit' may lin. 
nar,l('d hy 1101)" :lI1
t.l.. ill tilt' .-ight of thl' r ord,-that 
he ma
' be tlcIiven...l from all {':I1:uuitit...., :1:-. wa..; ..\hraham c.'om u.. of the ('},al- 
.lp:lII"; ; that in hilll tilt' Lortl nOli mn)' be pmi";t'tl, anc) his hnly nalilP hit :,-(.d ; 
that his hirth ma
' he l1-...fnl to the who}<, "oriel, .\lul to th<, l\.i1J
clom of thc 
Frank
 ; that his 
'rvi('(' may bl' r('('('in'(1 a
 that Of
:lIllUd, and that Ill'may ha,'e 

ra('c to prC""t'r\"(' hi
 p<,oplt, in tranquil1ity; that, like hi'S 31u't'..tor:"l, he Illay be 
tillc,1 with :-'piritual gift..;, and that his a!!I' ma)' tend to the l''\.a1tation of f'hri... 
ti:lIlity; that thc Holy 
pirit m:l
' he vouC'INafi'cl to him as to Daniel, that 11(' m:1Y 
know the jndgmcnt'i of Gocl, 311fl ihat IH' may fulfil what he knows; that hl' may 
})(' a 
dlOol of \'irtu
.., 3 ma4PI" of lifc, a mil"ror of mo,l('..;ty, antI all ('
amplf' ,,1' 
all (,lu'i:-:tianity, heing gmrcful in JWO",!)('zoon..; am) patil'llt in advcr
e fortllllc;:-;o 


t Lcl"...f. III. 


t '[ich, ,I t. Ill...!. de Fr:Lllcf'. 1. :!17. 
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that, being guarded within aud without by the I...ord, hc may, aftpr a long lifc aud 
a hles:,ed death, arri \'e at Go(l his Cl'c
tor, to reign with him for C\'el'. *-fSuch \Va..; 
the yEvt.8À.LOV ÕÓÕlV of the middle age:o;. 
But to !)rocee<1 with the dIamcters d"scribed in hi:;tOl-Y. Baldwin the Piou:;, 
Connt of Flamlers, was llouri ...hed wben a Loy ill thc court of the Emperor IIcnrr, 
alld ill that palaee he was lo\"t'{l by all. In this time of hi
 youth he wa.s st::izoo 
with so great a E-ickne
s, that his father llela a candle within hi
 hand, expecting 
that his Rpirit would depart-when lo! smIlIcnly his strength revivillg, he said 
aloml, "Father, I shall e
c:.tpe from this sic1,;:m....'" if you will give rue a place at 
IIannull, where I may build a monastery." The finhcr Wa.':i 110t slow in prollli:--ing, 
and hi::; son recovered. 
\.ceordilJgly the monastery was built there in honor of 
the holy apostles, St. Peter ana St. Paul; amI from this circum
tance, Baldwin 
of IIaIlIlon was called Baldwin the Piol1
, becau:-;e he was wholly given up to 
works of piety-a lover and defendel' of orphan::; and widow:;, of the churche:;, 
and of the pUOl' and opvr
sed. In the church he u:;cd always to pay the greate:5t 
attention to what was said; and during the P:,almody he would never speak, Ull- 
It::'s to Goll. 
\.t ma
::; he would always have N)me poor people :near him, tu 
whom he gave alms, that t1lf'Y might pray for him and with him. In time of 
scarcity he usell to be 1ll0:,t bountiful, amI to eaU:5e the monasterie:o; to di:,pen:=;e 
largely. lIe was completely deyoted to piet)., and he u:,ed also to be called 
Baldwin with the nest, amI he u:,ed to be painted with a binI's ne.,t 011 his fi-;t, 
holding it in :-;ign of peace, hecau...e, during allhi:-; time, }'landel':5 enjoyed peace: 
-110 a1"l11:-; were borne, no trouble..; endured; the plough was not witlu1rawll from 
the lanò, and scarcely were the dUOl'S clu:-;ell during the night. IIellied in the 
year 1070, and was buric(l in the mon:l:.;ter
' which he had foulldell.t 
"... e read of 
t. Leopold, )Iarquis of ..\.u::;tria, in the year 1096, anù of his wife 
Agne:-" daughter of the Emperor, Henry l\r. that they two used to read the holr 
Scriptures together, and that they founded a mona."tery amI Chaptel' near '
ienna, 
becau:;e the eare of eighteen children did not allow them sufficient time fUl' the 
piou,.; (.xerci:::e..; that they lovL'(l. This saintly prince wa:-; al:,o an heruic waniol', 
for he \lefi'mh-a his country twice against the invasion of the IIungarian:;; and he 
terJUin
He(1 a gIOl'iou:'i reign by a holy death in the ypar 1136. 
In fad, mallY of the princes and no1,les of the middle age:; were a kind of lay 
bi
ho l h , e\"el' contrivin o ' how the ). ' mi.rht be...t 
er\.c reli'Tion amI exalt the Catho- 
b . ð ð 
lie Chm'ch, the type of which charadpr JUay be witne:-,:,ed in that Renaud de 
)font:mbau, who carried stone;:; on his hack to help in the building of the rathedml 
of Cologne. The Count tle 1a )[otte, writing to the Couut de la Tonr )fauhourg 
re"pecting the su('ce
s whie}. attemled tIle mi:-,:,ion uf 
t. Franeis Regi
, end::; 
hi:, letter with these word:, :-"In short, I regard this mi
:Úon as one of the 


* V ctcra Analecta.485. 
t C'hrouic{)ß S. Bertiui, cap. 38. PaiS II. aplld JIartenc Thc5a.ur. AnccdotoTUD1, Tom. III. 
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)110,t 
igllaI hl'lIdìt..; wJaieh I ha\'e ('\'('1' rt'('ein'fl f!"Om thc Jih('rnl 1.:11)(1 of GOI1."* 
})1Ih.C '1'ht'o(lo, in the M:\'l'lIth el'ntury, with ,uhrni,
i\'e pray 'r
, be 'ought the 
hl
.J Rupcrt to iJIuminate n
\'aria, hy vi"iting it \\ ith 63crL,,1 ùoctrill' : t 3ml 
Ylrgiliu.., the laoI)" lu'i
t from In.laud, \\ 110 built the grt'at ('huTCh of 
I. Rupert 
at Salzburg, ill the ('ighth {'t'lltury, hall allothl'r IaJmau, 1 hlkl''' Iilo, fi)r the pro- 
moter amI pr'olt.(.tor ofJlis npo:--toIi(' mi:--..;ion to {'oIlVt'rt the B:tvar;:m.. aUtI the 
lIatin's of Car'inthia.! ,rhat i... more J"l.marh.abh', it was thi=-- L\'al for rl'ligiou 
\\ hich mingl('(] "itlt all thc tllnughl:ol of CnlumhuCJ :-"IIc IHoked upon ltirn
clf," 

lYS his hiugraphl'r, "a:ol I'-tamlillg ill"tlll' hawl of] [t'.I\"(,I1, cho..('u from ntnong nH'U 
f(lr the aecnrnpli..hnJt'lit of it.-. high plll"ptN' ; lit' rt'atl, n
 lit. 1'-nppo:o-t"tI, hi..; ('Onlt'lll- 
platt't.l tli:o-t.'o\'('r)' fc,rt'tol,l ill 1Ioly ""rit, IUIII :o-h
u]o\\('(l fiu-tla d:lrk1r in the prol'h- 
('('IC:';. The cnd... of the ",'arth Wf'r... to h. Lroug-ht togl'ther, mHl all nation.., awl 
tunöu('", and Ial1gu.1b' s, Ullitt"tl ulIlll'r lhc L..lll11CrS of the R .JL-eloer." 
Proof..; (If the r('ligiou... Jf':11 of the mit1e11t' a
('
 confront 11-1 :1t ('\"(\ry ,..tpp in th(' 
"alk.. of ellll' aw'if'nl hi,tor)', a..; ,\"t.1I a... in tlle't-onös of OUI' 01,1 pod, : al)(l, iIH1('('Cl, 
tilt' :ul\"t'
ri .. of Home art' ah\öt)' \\ illing to all ....t it. ".\..; fitr the Papi:--t," I:-ay:i 
FuHer, :--pt'akillg uf the C.lùlOIi(' gl'ntry of En!!lanel, "h 'can :t.. MX>U not Le,3..:nwt 
ht' :1t.tin.."9 
"'hat 
.. .\tldbc..rl jo:ai(1 or the ]{illg of 1 )t'limarl
, who impedl.d his ('ffiH.t.; to 
('Oll\'crt the ](ortlu'rn lIatiou" H(l'lihu..; Jllt'n..; pmnior (.,t :ul p('n
ion('
 \"f'('t ig:11iull1 
(I'lam 
ul {'(mn'r
iollt'm gt.ntiliurn," ('oultlul'v,'r 113\" l)('t'll applie,1 to the great 
('atholic prim" of th tinw..;. The Empt'rol' Fprdinalltl II. u,(..I to "'a.y that 
)1(' wOlllel r:ltlH'r n'rlOUnc"C hi... kiu!.."(]orn, tll:1l1 nt.'gl('f't any ()('('3.c:iol1 of (._\.t('mJing 
the faith; that he woultl prt.fl'1' ht'il1
 h:mi..llt'd, \\ ith hi.. wif(, amI t'hilt1n'n, having 
no oth('r al'm..; hut u :--tatl' in hi:i hatHl, hf.in
 (,0I)(lcmllt'(1 to liv(' on Im'ad awl watc-r, 
tll3l1 to butli.'r any illiur) to 1)(' donc to Gotl ; awl that ht' pr:.ly('cl to notl Illat, if 
h
. hi..; ll('ath h(. ('ouM 3.(h"nnr:e the Catholic rcligion, he might hI' \\ illing to ha"c 
hi.. IIm(] ("lit off: :uacl hc g:n'c r('IH:'at("tl '\llrnin
 to hi... t-(J('t'\ ,..or, }\'nlimuHI ] I I" 
that hc :--houl(l t'lul('avor to (It'll'r)(1 and prl'=-,t'rve thc tru
 apo
toli('.11 Homan awl 
Catholic f.'1ith in all lai:; (lominioll". 
"Often hayc \\(' wi:,lwcl to holtl \\ ith YOU:1 f:uuiliar (,()l1v(
r:-.'1tion on what con('('Tlb 
the utility of the holy Church of God." It i:oJ tlul=-' that Cll3.r]pmagne writ('.. to 
Otlilbcl"t, thE' ..\r('hhi..;hop of)[ilan:/I and \\c filltl the .Ar't'hhi:--hop Lei.lr:.tll writing 
to thc I'ame ('mperor, in n'pl)" to hi... flup..;t ion" rc"pt,(.ting t 11c my"" 'ri .' of filith. 
"I know indced," 
aY:i ClaUtllll"', Bi,}lOp of TOIlr:-;, to the Emperor L..wi:o' the 
Piou..;, "that your I;;erenity i.. :ah\ay:-- intpnt oil hol)" "ork.. and on :-::1crt'(] r(,:lI1ill
, 

o that I (louLt not that you Ipatl a thporeti(' lifl' un.1..r the imlwrial (1i:ull'lI1," 
On the death ofl'ope Grc
or)" Ylf. \\"1)('n the hl'r('ti
 awl f;C'hi:--rnati(',,;, Jike 
wolves, f:()ught to iu\'atle the Ullman Chul"t'h, D..,i(l,'riu.., the .\.bbot of)[onte 


* Vie de S. F. TIl'gis, 

 Thou
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t Germanin 
1.crn. Tom. II. 
7. 
I )labi1onii Yctcra .\na]ecta, 7:i. ';6. 
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Cæ;ino, with the bishol)S and cardinals, and al::;o, a(1tls Leo of O:-,tia, "the religiou:i 
hymen who faithfully 1)
r:5
vereù in Catholic unity and obcdience, began to act 
un3nimou:sI}', anò to provide for the due oròination of his 
ucce&;or."* 
Kings regarded it as their glory to co-operate with bi::;hops anù holy men in pro- 
moting the 8piritual welfare of their subject:-:. 'ritn
s the following word::;, 
pronounced in the year 742 :-''In the name of our Lord Jesus Chri::;t, I, Carolo- 
man, òuke amI prince of the Francs, with the council of the servanr::; of Goo amI 
of my nobles, the bishops who are in my kingdom, with the priests, assembleò in 
council and synod for the fear of Christ, that they might give council to me in 
what manner the law of God and ecclesia:-:tical religion may be recstored, which 
}Iave been dissipated in the days of the princes my predece&;ors, and how the 
Christian people llIay be brought to the sal\'ation of their souls, and may be prevent- 
ed frum peri:-:hing, we ordain as follows." The object of the decree is to preserve 
the bishops and Pl'iests from being molested and impeded in their ministry by 
military operations. 
Still more remarkable was the language of the Capitulary, in the year 830 :- 
"Since it hath pleased Divine Providence to constitute our mediocrity to this 
offic-c, what we have chiefly to desire above all thing
, is that, by God's assistance, 
we may dcfend the holy Church and its servants, and that peace and justice may 
be preserved g('nerally amongst all our people." 
"Although," says the Emperor Albert, "our soul, amid:-õt various and innumer- 
able cares, is distracted hy daily solicitude for the welfare of our subjects, there is 
one object above all, which engages it: namely, how we can protect the liberties 
of the venerable churches and ecclesiastical persons; how we may nouri
h them 
eithcl' hy new donations, or by renovating ancient, according to the circumstances 
oftlle time."t 
The words of 'Yilliam 11., king of Sicily, in a diploma of the year 1157, were 
as follows :-ccI-\:ing.;; and princes of the nations reign justly, if they understand 
that they are themselves subj<'Ct to the highe
t Prince, by whom kings reign and 
exerci
c justice; nOlO do we think that we can in any manner admini:.:ter rightly 
the reigns of the kingdom committed to u
 by HC
1\'en, unless we Etmly to mag- 
nify and exalt, by all mean:; of religion, the sacro
an('t Church, which is the 
mothel' of faith."! .Again, says this great prince, in another act of the date of 
1177, "The chief busine
 of a king is to attend to the interest of the churches, 
wlwre i:-: placed the foundation of :-õafety and of the Chri:;;;tiall faith; neither is 
thel'e allY thing in the prince more glorious than to provide for the augmcntation 
of the things of the Church, a))(l for the maintenance of it
 inviolable peace, 'qua- 
rum cultui de..;ervire nihil est aliud quam regnare, et Ecclcsias Christi protegere 
nihil e;;:t aliud quam Christulll in Eccl
ii-; venerari: "
 


· Cllronic. Casinensis, Lib. II I. 6;). 
t 
ici]b. S- era, 1. 9.. 


t IlaJia bacra, Tom. IV. 'its. 

 Id. I. 10;. 
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lIenee we may remark that, with l"e:,pect to tI)l> p('3('c an(1 
fety of the churcllt;:" 
aull indeed of the wholt
 :o-tatt., it was nut in the middle agt
 ai with tll<' f:.lte of 
tho:-e 
pokt'n of by . \ polIo, \\ ho
 ùeslÍuy dl1>cnùL'Ù upon thc aL 'nre or prc:-. 'noo 
of one huffralf'c :- 


rycJJH1) ð'åtroúð'1) 1Ci;J.la Y'YYEraz J.liya. 
BaAovðd r' uÌK.Oy 
ìlpO' W
ü)ðEY J.lla.. 


The eccl
ia...tical and .;ocial order, with the itkM attached to both,-the Chris- 
tianity of a state, ft)r which there wa... no w(m1 until afte,' the time of Charh>ma g ne 
, . ' 
when that te1'111 \\
L..; int"ü<luet"tlt-rt':,tt't1upon inviolahle f()(Jlulatiom., upon ('('r- 
tain gpneml principlt'''; with whieh all governments we!"' imbul-d, ami w!aich ill- 
t;urecl them from being ld't unprotected h)' tl1 
 ruling power. TIJlJ
 n..gohf'rt 
proclaims that "the ro)'al dignity strengthen
 the foundation of iG ;:,tructure \\ JIl'Il 
it listens to tlae petitions of priests and pontiff...., an.! giVls tlwnJ dfl'(.t in the n:llUe 
of God."! Th(.()(leric oh "'\'t
, that tithe royal eI('\'atioll ought :,1 wa.n; to pn,,'itJe 
that what('\.er hacl hl"t'll ,101ll" cont ral}' to the dl"t'rt-e of God or to the iJl
titutiou
 
of tlu
 Fatht'r
, shoulcl be anllulk'(I."
 .\.ucl Charlpmazn' bnJ
, "If \\C It'nd a 
willing e.1r to the prnyers I)f pri
t:; ..Ind 
I'r\"ants (If God, and hcat. a!o-:-i!o-tanc'c to 
the di... -barge of their ministry, thi
, without clouht, will ('Olulu('e to stf('n
then 
the 
tatt' of our kingdom, and to the .lttainnwnt also of the l>l'atituc.le of l'krllal 
lifè."11 ChiIdeht'rt 
I}l'aks to tIll' :--:1111(' t'fft'<'t :-" It become" the c!eD1<"ney of the 
princ"\' to ohey the just pt,tilions of pri .ts, antI to gi\"e th('m effect in God':, name: 
anù if"e pr
rve the work
 of our FatllC'r,.:, we tru...t that our 0\\11 wiII ha\'e 
t.ternal stahility." The pmperor Le\\"i'i' al:,o :-;:ly:-,-" If we bl':,tow opportune 
ht'nt'fib 011 tho

 \\ho inhahit placc
 el1lant'ipatecl for the 10\"c of Gocl, and et 
apart for divine worship, w' douht not but that a r('("()mpen
' of eternal r<,mu- 
Iwration will be made to us hy thp Lon! ;" ** and in hi.. ,liplol1l3 to the Chur('h 
of 
r()(l('na, he :-.:1)"",-'{ Dy attf'nclillg to the petition... of prip...t... antI s,-'r\'ants of 
t;,'CI to tIlt' augmentation of the di\.ine worship, we confitlently helipVl' that we 

hall not only adtl to the t;tahiJity of our ki,wdom, but also enaùle uurselves to 
attain more easily to cte,'ual reward-;."tt 
In the ymr 930, I
ing lIugo ba)"-;, in hi:i donation to t:;ig-ifred, hi
hop of 
Parma, cc "
e Ldie\"c that not hin
 (',an tem1 more to tIlt' honor of our l'xa1ted 
rank, or to the :-trc'fI
lh of our gO\"t'fluut'nt, than our having 
olicitUtlc for defend- 
ing tltt' prop('rty of the holy ('lull'c.h of God, :nul our leUl1iß
 pious ror
 to the 
VO\\S of the faithfuL"!! The Empc'ror Otho ]} I. lwItJ:-; the 
ame Jan
llahr(':- 
" It ht'hO\'es us who, hy tilt" di\"iul' gift, a,.(> gi\"c>n pre-{"mil)f'I}('" O\'('r Ot}It'I' ßU'IJ, 
to oln.y in aU things the pr('('ppt... of God, to prot("('t tlU' plact'... dp<limtp<<1 to him 
by the pt'tirion
 (If our faithful }'l.'Opl(', and to guanl them by the imperi:tI f:l\'or; 


· .EsC'hy1. Ellmenid. 'j5J. t L!!'l1f'lU Ital. Sac. I. 409, t AbbfJonii 'Pet. A.nulecta, 2't'J. 

 III. 2;;, I hI. :.?\J.t · Id. 
s
, .. )laLil. Ycl. .\.nslccta, :J,j,j. 
tt Italia 
acr8. Tom, 1. 
,). U lt3lin 
acra, I. l:ï6. 
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fo:inC'e we h('lie\'e that ,;;uch actions will 
onduce hoth to the }1ro..:perous passage of 
thi;-; Illonallife, awl to our outaining hereafter eternal felicity." * 
In fine, ::inch was the force of this traditionary wisdom, that we find e\"en an 
Emperor, Ilenry IV., saying, "As our predec

ors, whether kings or emperor
, 
are in this greatly to be pmised, that places òedimted to the dh'ine wor
hip Wf're 
in
titllh)d by them with a l>ious intention, so we believe that we al:,o our
lves 
FhaJI not be without praise or divine remunera.tion, if we protect the same eccle- 
siastical peace, and confirm with 
olicitude the :,ame primitive liberty."t 
"\\"llOever looks closely at the history of our France," says Pa
quier, "will see 
that it is not without great rea
on om' l,;:ings Jlave horne the titlc of '\Tery Chris- 
tian,' for each race has jUfo:t ground to claim it; the fir!'t, for having renounced 
p

Uli:.;m, in which it was nOIll.j;-;llCd, and for having I1C\'er degenerated into the 
A.rian heresy, which infected so many of the nations that attacked the empire; 
the second, for having a<h"ocated the popedom in France; and the third, for ib 
service5 in the crusaùes, anù in protecting the great and holy orders of re- 
ligion, which br'ought infinite fruit to Chri;-;tianity hy their 
aintly exhortation
."t 
In a heathellialld, the prince:.; and nob1e
 of formel. tirue
 did not confine their 
fo:pecu1ations to project
 of trade or to qlle
tions of human vanity j but their cu- 
riosity re::.embled that of Ta
o's knight, l1baldo,- 


.. 'But wil] our gracious God,' the knight reply't!. 
'That with his blood all sinful men hath bought, 
His Truth for ever and his Gospel hide 
From all these lands, as Jet unknown, unsought.' ' 
 


Tht'
" felt no guilty shame at being thought soldiers of Christ. It is the hi
h- 
e;-;t expre:õ-;ion of prai:;e with the writers of the midd1e age to :;ay that a person 
wa::; " greatly Catholic." The phra:-ie of "ultra Catho1ic," used in reproach hy 
a modern writer, would ha\'e seemed Yen' stranO'c to them. " Q uerelam Ecclesiæ 
01 0 
quilibet Catholieus facit suam," was the maxim of these times, when every man 
would have thought it an honorable boa:-:t to say with Theonæ, 


lyclJ 1CÙpVK.a r' E:VÔEßEÌY leal ßovÀopaz.1 


Truly if we cOl1:,iùer with Bellarmin how hardly there can be found a more gen- 
eral or 1t:SS curable disease than human fear, how it ris
:" grow:; up, and remains 
with us till death, how children lie; through fear of confusion or í'hame, how men 
petjllre them:-:elvc=", to retain reputation, how it is this fear which makes them re- 
fuse to forgi\"e injuries, and renounce luxury and expenses, and profll:-;ion,t this 
deliveran('e from the fear of man hy mean:o; uf the feal' of God, which 
o remark- 
ably chara<,tE'ri7{'(1 the middle ages, will SE'CrH pntitled to all our admiration. 
B!'hold the Paladins in Ario.sto when thev recotruize RoO'ero , - 
.. 0 0 


· :\fahiJonii Vpt. _\nalectA, 449. 

 XV. :.39. I Em ip. He]en. 


t Id. 450. 
 Recherches de]a France, Lib. III. 19. 

 De Gewitu Columbæ. Lib. III. 2. 
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II .\ n, for they know he i<; a Christil\n, stand 
.\ bout him \\ itla 
r('ne and jU) ful race: 
.\11 pn.
 upon the 
night ; one gnu.ps his lJand. 
.\uothcr ]U('
S him fa....t ill bis embr,I(.'{'." 


This is the 
pirit which :-;till allirn:ltt's tll<' Catholic population of 
pain and lta1

. 
'r auJcrillg' throulY'h thl' vim
\.ar,ls in the ul'itd.hodwod flf Homl' , a 
tran(Y'pr who,e 
. c. OJ ö, 
look
 prOC'laim him to hE' of }'n
Ii"h race," ill be (}ften qllC::>tionl.'ll f(.....pt.etillg t 1)1' 
nmhitll.lf' offl'r\"t'nt ('athoIie" in (li..t:mt In.lalltl, that lies , h' "ill be reminJl.'ll 'f) 
. ' 
flr ht'y(m t 1 t ht. 0('( 3n1-o[ n'arn. 
lA'al fè)r r'ligion "a
 a mutive in hin er ... whieh the laity rl':"pectt.(l, 3ml in con- 
I'itlt'ration of" hich the}? 'Would tolemtc much that might ha,'c di,'ple.l"l'Cl tlH'1Il in 
thc C()ß(luct of rival "t2.tcs. 
t the great a:.:-t'mbly of t. i"ors, in the )'ear 11
6, 
wlu>n, on tlu' (lay of
t. \
IH":', the kni1!ht
 of Frarll'l'alltl Eng-Ialld unùer Philipp<,- 
4\II1!n
te awl JI(.nry, rt'('(.in"(l tht" \"cllerablt, \\ïllialll of Tyrt., who carne with 
hulls from the Pope, :1Iltl \\ ith wonl... of pathcti ' t'1()(lul'n('t'. to move them to un- 
tlerh'lk(> the dcliv('f'dIiCC of JcrusalC'm , the .\rchhi:--hop had no :-.wner conchuled his 
!-'I)(>f'('h thcll a g'ellcral cry \\ 3..; heard of "Till' Cro
 ! Thc Cro
 !" lIenr)' being the 
fir:-t to throw hirn
('lf on his hlU,('-; l>t,t()re the It'gatt', to 
olicit the pilgrim's sign, 
the harorh of FralH't' ht'
an to murmur that }ll' :--hol1ld havc takl'n prccl'.(knce of 
tIll'ir 
ovt'rl'i
u : ((4\1., :11.," they ('rit.(l, ((thc <'.'0101"'" of the PI3nt
Jtr('n('t.'i advaI)(,('t1 
hefore tho'l' of Fraru
!" llut thpy "cre immt'C.liatcly appt.'a::)cJ, \\ hen it became 
rnauiff....t that 11('1)':' \\. '" :"ulch' achl:1tt.(1 hy a 7'(':11 fiJI' .Tt':-II:-1 ('hri
t, an(1 for the 
1U'lp of tlU' holy !'l'}mldm', "tran:;c contr:l,t to tlap ehar:u'h'I' of their po:,tl'rit)' ! 
"ill. whom thl'rt' nl't.d.. uo otIH'r(-:.ltI
t'ofl'xecr:lti()na.rain:"lt agu\"crumcnttlaall the 
f:ld of bcin!!: pure frum 
l('riIl'
l' ! 
The truth j
, that the vivaeity of faith, from which zcal is in
parablc, is at- 
tadit'd to th(,:o:p c
prci
p... of pipt)" whidl wpre;ooo 
('IH'ral dm'ing fhp mit](l1.. a
e
. 

\s Xo\'alis !':lY
, "To pray i... in n.ligion, what to think i:-; ill philn",ol'l,y j to pray, 
is to ('
l'l'('i-.c religioll;" an(l \\c have already!'C.n how th
 inc1u('('IIll'nts and 
f:lcilities to 3t"(l'rire the !oipirit of prayer \\ C're 1-oupplieJ in almndau('e hy the Catholic 
ChUl'eh. l\Iorcover \\c must lx'ar in mind the effCf't or tho...e nUllwrou., mimrtp 
pra("t ipP
 of (l('\'otion r(.('t)rnuU'm]('fl hy lU'r ant hority, \\ hidl "ere gpl:erall
' obsen'('d, 
in hoth high and humhl.. lift', with a (,(lIlfid(.ru'(' that deri\'l'Cllwrhaps not a little 
for<>e from the influent'(> of honor in rdigion. Ta' 0, in his Ictter to the Dul,.c of 
}"PITam, thp ori
inal of \\ hieh may he 
pcn in the librar
' of that city, lwg-in..; with 
makillg a ('1"0:0:... Thc :--ign manual of \tt'l1ulfu" ("OUllt (If C':lplla awl princc of 
RpucvcntulU, in tlt(, Yt'ar 90:1, a
 al..o that of Pandolfu:i allll L
mdolphus, 
Richar<1 alHl {Tordon, prinec of Capu:l in t1l(' den'nth century, which 
cxi:-õtl'll in tht' arphin',;; of the mona..;t('ry of )Ionte C'a..;ino, ('xhihit a Latin 
cr()
s at the fimr (.'\.tJ'('mitie
, :.
 al:-o along thl' lim'", of whieh arc pla('ptl 
tlU' prilleipal jptters of the lIarnc.* 'rh :-ig-natul"t.' atta('he(] to the tlipl.'Ul:l ufdu" 


lIi..t. t:lssillen..., 
il'C. Ill. 
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Counte:-:-. :\Iatilda, ill the archiycs of the 1lI0113:,tl'ry of ::\'ol1antllla, prpsPIÜf'tl th(' 
letters oÎ her name grouped in the fi)ur angle.:; of a cross; * awl the 
igllaturc of 
Charlcmagne, in his diploma to the dlUrch of l
l'n(-'Ycntum, wh('re it was found 
by Guiceiardini ("on
i:,ts ill the f'evell letters at the points of the cross.t 

\Il these CU:--lOIllS 113d been trallslllittpd from the fir:-:;t ages, as app<,ars from 
TertuIlian,t Justin :\1artyr,* S1. Chry
o
tom,1! and f't. Ambrose. H Hisillg ill the 
morning," ::.-ays the latter, t. we ought to giyc thanks to Christ fur our pr(-'scrva- 
tion, and we ought to perform every work of tllP day with the sign of the Saviour. 
'VIlPn YOll were G(-'ntilcs, used yon not to spek for f'igns, and to collect the signs 
by which things wuuld he pro:o:perous? I do 1Iot wi:,h YOll now to err in 
numher:o:, fur I kllOW that in th(' OllC sign of Christ there is safe prosperity of all 
thillgs. lIe who begin:; to 
ow with this sign, will reap the fruit of cternal life; 
he whu sets out on a journey with this sign, will arrive in lleaYen.'.
 Traces, 
indeed, of a false shame respf'cting these things, in primiti,'c timt's, may be òi
- 
covered in the writings of the Father:" who condemll it. "Let us 1Iot bè asham- 
ed ," says S1. Cyril, ,e to confe:o:s him who was crucified. Let thc õrppayl
 be 
confidently Illadc upon the forehead with the finger." But the f'omplaint of a 
modern author rc:,pecting the shame evillced by Iii:; contemporaries ill making the 
sign of the C1"O:,S whell they stauJ for the" l3encdicitc" at table, would not hay'e 
been justifieJ in the days of feudal magnificenf'e and dliyalrous refinpmeut. Ira<1 
these pl'actice
 110 other use besides that of accustoming tlw mind to confe:,s hefore 
men that it profe!":o:ed the humility of the cross, tlH'Y would have been òeeme,1 of 
inestimable importance by the f:piritual thinkers of the middle :1ges. For when 
is it, say they, that men are mo
t in (langer of denying ChrÏ:.;t? It is on f:mall, 
not great occasiOllS : it is when some one will surpri
e them with qnestion
. "
hy 
such a changc? It will be uear the fire, in an illlc eonyersation, dm'ing a plea
ant 
walk: it will be ill the presence of a 
tranger, or even of their own !'eryant. 
Besides, the ob:,ervance of thesc minutc practices, of which we may sar, in the 
words of S1. ,Jerome, "Xon sLInt contemnenda quasi parya, sine quibus magna 
constare non pu::,::mnt," we find that the laity, òuring the mi<.Idle age
, were assid- 
uous in practising all the important exerciscs of a spiritual life. In the time 
of Ch:.ll'lemagne, all per
on:; were expected to receiye the communion cycry Sun- 
day, unless e
pecially prevented. ** By the callous ofthc CoulleiI of 
 \.utun, in the 
year 670, HO layman was to he ('ount('d as a Catholic, who did Hot receivc the 
eUlUmunion at Christma=--, Ea:o:ter, amI "-hit:o:untide, at whieh thr('e festivals, all 
had been required to recci,'e it hy thc Council or 
\gatha in the rear .306. "Xo 
one, excepting in case of public pcnance, lleglpcting comllJunion on the!"e three 
te:,tival
, :,houhl he con!"idered a Chri:,tian, ., says the Pastoral Epistle of "
LIlfad 


* Italia foacra, I. lìO. t Id. Tom.YIlI. 37. tDc Corm!. )Ti1. 
t 
 .\pdog. I. b:!. 
lop. T. I. p. 3ìl. · 
. .\mhro!-ii, St'rm. XLIU. 
*"'Thomassinu::> ùe Vetere ct Kova Ecclc!oiæ Di,.,cipJin. Pars HI. Lih. I. c. 
4. 




!\:! 



J 01: E:-; C.6\ T ][ () L I 1 I; 0 n., 


Bituri('(.n.::i:,.* It Wllii C""PI1 the ('II..tom {or th laity tn mah(' "'piritlla 1 r(.tr
lt
 
h('fore thc' priucipal f('
ti,"als (If the (1I11rl'h. '11m.; '\e filJCI U ll lllual(l, :t) CUlll
 
Jlohlt'l11au at 1:a'.('11I1:1, \\ itlU,1r";l\\ ilJtt' II) tIlt' Iwil"ðlhoriJ1
 JJ10U:
ll'J'.'" IIf (,Ja..
c', 'IIr 
the sal"c uf pcnam'e. E"l'ry J"(':u', BOllif:ll'e, 'I:lrqnis of 'l'u..c-aIlY, U
I'I1 lo,"j...it 
the l..dc.bratl'll 1lloua:,h'ry of 1'0111 po:o-a, :1111 I t !.('re lJIa ke !-01("11111 ecUJ fi.....iou ß IJC 1 
Pl.nitt'nro fOI. hi:o, :-in.., ",omptillw:i publici)' 
IIIHUittillg to tile' (li
iplilil. 
III a forlllc'r bool", \\C hacl o('('a:o-iou tu uh,"'l'I"\"(.lu)\\ holy wa:o: the :-pirit that pC'I.. 
v:uh,'l1 :Of.lIooIs amI 'ulle1;{,:i: hut 111'1"t' t he m
.:-t{'ry of t!.c phl'JlOIUCJlon i. ('
 plai m'll, 
whcn \\ e 1ìmI that patC'rnaI to,\('1"S :UlCl
lomcstic IU'arth:i \\ pre aI..o holy. ,rhat i.; 
eommollly mll('II t.'(hlf'.ltioli i.... hut of little c.tll'd, in ('()lI1pari:--on with the ('on
t:lIlt 
and ullin.r:o-al ßction of :oo{'i(.t). In vain (10 hypoeritil'.11 pan'uts :-cparatc alltl 
i...C)latt' (.hil(lt'('n in ('olll..t't''':, or hlUTOllllcl tlU'I11 \\ ith Il xlllitary ('Orc1, if the air \\ hil'h 
thef tIH'I
I.I\"cs breath' is ('o.'rupt :mcl ullholy; for tht'ir (.ltil(lr('n Jlllbt nu'C...-.arily 
hfl.lthe it too, \\ 11l'n th('
' comc' in (.()ntad "ith :-oci(.ty. _\mong tIlt' laity of tilt' 
JIIi(](lh' :I
t:-:, it w:t.. l'Oll1l1wn to 11lt'(.t "ith IIII'll, likl' thc> lIohlt' Hilary of .\cJ'litaille, 
\\ 11('11 in the IImrril'cl 
t:tÍC', ('IJ(Jcm (.,1 wilh the grac('s of a profinllul rt.ligious f->piril. 
The ('h."oniI'Jc. of th ' 
\l)1)C')" of 
t. Tnulo n'Iatillg llO\\' tl1. CounÍC'..., JIl'r('...imla, 
cont inually tJc',"o(('l1 to l'iOlb \\ orl,,
, :II1t1 :uh':lIICilig from d:1). to òay in I.oly l."On- 
ye'r:-atiolJ, ('01l...t:1I111)" fl"l'(}"l'"tillg the (,hurdl (If tIle hk....l'Cl )lichad the .Archan- 

d, la
"iJl
 :l:o-i(lc. 1\('.. 11<....1., \\ a.. 1,urittl tilt rt', pr()('c
 (1:-. to II It'll t ion tll:tt, :Iftt'r }I('r 
(Ic.ath, thc l10hle Count Eilo(...t, mt'clit:ttillg' till' J1i\"i.lC' ):1\\ I,y (lay all(llli
ht, goillJ; 
rOUlltl to vi...it the pn'(.ious dlUn.h('
, ancl ("oJl:o-olillg tho...c that :ulmini:-.t{'rc(1 in 
them, (1i...po... .cl himl),.lf to aclhcl"l' to (1(t(1 \, ith all th(' affection..; of Iii.. mi.ul ; hut 
the I1Il11titu(]t' t,f hi.; l1('i
hhol"s ro..e upon him, alld (l('Clan'll that he IIm..t I"a,'e 
thl'm an Iwir. ..\1111, th('rl'ful'c', ill (',lIlIpliall(,\' \\ ith tht il. (k)'oirC', }I(' wai a b('('omi 
time marril.d. \1111 :-0 Iw li'.('Il, :u1Ju.riuï; tl) ni\"illC' JIll'(litatiolJ", aue! t-uffi.'rint; 
no t{'lllpoml impt'dimt'lJt of frail and l'a:-..ill
 honor to 
hahc his gooJ rc....olutioll. 
\IHl tI1('1I he prc'pan'&] hi:i tomb in thc ('hnl"('h of '
a!-lIr : nor \\"3S tIle oil of Ili
 
1amp e"PI" l'xtiu
ui:o-1at c1 ; nor wert' hi..; F"II:o-. "" (li:o-lurbt.(1 c.itllt'r hy 10:0-:-('-; or I1:1Uery i 
hut tile n.:--iclu ' of hi
 (1a)"S \\ ai !-pcut ill holy ('ol1\"('r:-atioll, amI in t'ollh'mlillg 
again!'t the snare':; of tll(' l'III'IU)". ....1..1,,, IWII the jUllge ]"n()('h.t'c1, aud th(' Lonlan 
nount..,,\'ù his t'omill
, lu
 wus 1I0t {cHllltl a..J(...p, but watphing ßlHI (,
pl'Cting hi", 
Crt'.ltOl'. 'rIms II is hulll p:c:--:o-.v1 to ( Iu.ibt ill t 1)(' ymr 9
O. * 
"... c rl'ael in :llIothcr dIrtHlit"I(', ,\ hid. at )('a:-I :o-Iw\\"s the ('olor of tilt' ß(re ill whi('h 
it wa.; writtc.n, tlmt 
t. Patri{'k ill({I.irc'll of tIlt' Prillt"(' COllallns wht'thl,..lle wOI1M 
a

HnH' t IH' hahit nf a l11onl.: ? amI thc prilll'(\ r('pli('(I, that }1Ís heart wa" pl't'pm't.cl 
to eln "hntC','('r tht' :-:aint :-110111tl cOln1llallcl ; amI that tlwlI thc !-aillt l"('pli('cl, t.].'o,. 
the bi
n uf POWC'I' and protection, :nHl fin' th.. pJ"Oof (If thy :-piritual worlh, ;o;ha1l 
thou hl'ar thy 
hie1cl awl !-I'pph'f' ; the lIallle' of1aic t-halt thou 15110\\", hut tIlt' mind 
amI the Illl'rit of a 1I1011k 8ha1t thou po
 ....-:." 


· )IaLilonii Y clem Analccta, 102, 
... Chronic. .\hLutla R. Tnlllonj
. Lib" 1. apucl1hdH'r. f'pic'i1"
, 1'011\. VI1. 
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l\Iabillon gives many example
 of kings amI princes, who were refmiuC'd hy holy 
men from cnterillg into llluna:;terie:-:, un tl1c gl'ound of their presence being c:.-::;ential 
to tl1c 
lI'tler of 
ociety. During many ages, tl1e abbut
 of mOlJasterÏes had no 
greater cunccrn than to prevent kings am] ùuke
 from ahamluning tllC gu\"ernlllclIt 
of their :;tates to seek tranquillity in the cloister. "'ïl1iam I. Duke of:X ormand)", 
would have left every tl1ing, to retiæ to J umi
gc
, if the Abbot )Iainanl would 
have permitted him. IIugue
 1., Duke of Burguwly, was only pren
nte(1 by the 
Po}><,'s interposition from becoming a monk. The Emperor IIenr)" II., cntering 
the clmreh of the Abbey of 
t. "'\' anne, at "'\
 erùun, e.Ãclaimed, "Hæc rE:'q uie.-; mea 
in sæculum 
æculi: hie habitabo, quoniam elegi eam." _\. monk overheard him, 
and warned the .\,l,bot Richard, who caned the emperor into the chapter room, 
amI a
k(.d him what was 11 is intention? "I wi:"h," saiù he, weeping, "to renounce 
the 
(,clllar habit, to put on yours, amI hcnceforth to fo'erve only God with Jour 
brethren." ""Till you then promise," replied tl1e abbot, "according to our rule 
and example of Jesus Christ, obedience unto death." "I promi
e it," answered the 
emperor. "\Yell then, I receive JOU as a monk: from this dar I take charge 
of your soul, and what I command you, do you perform in the fcar of the Lord. 
Xow, I order you to return to the government of the empire which God has en- 
tru
ted to you, an(1 to watch with all Jour power, with fear and trembling, for t11e 
"afety of the whole kingdom." The cmperor, bounù hy his vow, obeyed; but, ill 
fact, in heart he had been long a monk, as he continued to be to the end of hi; 
day:". 
)Iany 1101>le persons were åevoted to monasterie:::, 'while they retained the secu- 
lar habit. They were called "Donati," amI" Donatæ."* Though, in the clo
e 
of life, many of these men withùrew altogether from the secular cares, they had 
stiIll"ontinued in it suffieielltly long to be con:"idered as havillg belonged to it, and, 
therefore, as being examples uf the characters in question. Two Doges of 'T enice 
fihone in sanctity upon the ducal throne, as well as in miracles after their d('ath. 
It was not till after a gloriou
 reign, that retru
 U rseolu::" the twenty-:-:ecOIHI 
duk(', retil'ed into a lllona:-5tery of .\quitaine, where he died, in the year 976: mHl 
Am'ems )[arepertus, the thirt)"-Ilillth duke, had fought in the holy war, and had 
conquered Saladin, and had goverllcd tlw republic in wi::;dom and justice during 
fiftepn year
, when he chose to abdicate, and retire into a religious hou::;e, there to 
!'}>('l1(l the rest of his days in holy meditatiolls.t St. There
a describes the chm'- 
actel' of her uncle, who con
traine(í lu:'r, as she travelleù, to pa
s 
ODle days in his 
hou
e. "Our Lord, indeed," she relates, "went on ùi:.;posing him for his own 
service, 80 that, when he grew more into years, he left the world, and became a 
religious man, and en<1('(I his life in such sort, that I believe," she adùs, "he IlOW 
enjoys the vision of God;" but fo'hc repre
ent
 him "a:-5 being at that time, while 
still in the secular state, a \"ery di
cret't man, and of great virtue, whose u
lIal 


* Præfat YI. Sæcu1. 

. 


t Ita1ia Sacra, V. 1l(j{j. 
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('xCJ"('i:-,c wa:, to ..(':ul gOI)(1 hook.. in the Sp:lIli..h ton1rue ; and \\ ho
c di-.conr.-l' was 
most commonl)" of GOll alill of thc \'anity of the \\ odù." 
( ;ol
,'rtu:--, the pions awl \'cner-..lLle mouk of Yiller", h:ul oc>en long a Lql'.1 ami 
rOllnt of ..\.
pcrimont, heing horn of nohle atul ri.'h p:m,'lIt:-- of Lotharingia. IIi:i 
father Gaufrt'Y h:u1 two :-on..;, of whom the cl.lt,..t '\a:; John, 
u}tl the otht,.. GolH..'I'- 
tll
. TllI'Y wt'ro hoth hallll...olllc ho)':o\ ele.rant :m.1 rolm....t amonlr
t all the eOlu- 
p.mion
 of their )'outh. ()n a certain Ù:I) , tl1 
 f.'1tlU'r r('
anling hi... 
'IIl:-, amI 
diligentl)' rdl ting, detf.rmillcd that hi., )"onngf'St on, "'obertl1s, "a'i more adaptrd 
fl)r fl'rnporal warfilre and fi'r the Illan
ers of the worh.1, ami ul.'Co..din
ly he madc 
him the Il(-'ir of all hi..; pO
-.t
:,ion..; j hut hi" hrotlll'r .John, a
 le
s fiu.'(1 fi,r a mili- 
tary lift., he l11:ul.. a derk, who afh,'rwal,l
 l)('(,,:une hi "hop of 
Ietz. 
It happene..I, after 
me time, that while OoOOrtu..;, the knight, ,,:1.';;' idling away 
hi., years in worlùl)' warfare, 3Iul had made for him...elfa name renowncò among
t all 
his ('Ont('mporarÏt.", he took it in hl'art to ron..;i,l('r that the famp of worl.lIy glory 
eonlll not be pCf}wtnatt't.l in Il('an'n. Thercfim', he I.x>
:tll to {..a.' (;0(1, and tu 
venerate N'Clt'
i
L..;tit':lI}}('r:-on..., ami to el1lbr:u'C with gr
lt .)p....i..e tlae hIe' . -'(I 1\1 a 1')", 
)Iother of (;Otl, 3.lul, I)('ne,\th the ru.,t of I1lUllllane chivalry, to I - ) dc\'out that 
he might almost be thought to have attain{'{l te, perfection, if it were lawful to 

IY :-0. j.'rom that time, he nt'\'('r .I(':-pi....'(] the jllel
rn('nt'l of the Jaw, hut 1)('
rnn 
to a\.oid all ';Hl
(('t. of WiChNJrU'...... j he injun..<J not hi..; neighbor, hut II(' 
tn.tcl.- 
l'(l out hið hand to the poor j hc relie\'\'(1 tlu" oppn' "'c.l, :nul consklntl)' ('lHlea\,luH), 
in ('\'CIT work of piety, to rerul('r (
oJ propitiou.; to him. On a c -rtain OC'Ca..,ion, 
he ".IS in:-pired "ith zeal to ,'illdirote the land of Jerusalem from the infÌ4'h'I
, 
to <1(':,troy the "or:.;hip of ido}.., amI to gi\'e extt.n..;ioll to the Di\"ine wor:-ohip 
a.. far :ti he W:h ahl('. Thi
 was :It thp time when Fre..leri('k 1 I., the wid
('(1 
t'm})('!"or, who wa..:. a ('onC'f'ah'cl infì.l..l, 3'1 \\"3., afterward, clearly 
hown, prop -ù 
tu go tn the IIo}y J...
nel, that hi..; iniquity might be vciled \\ itL a false :"Iem- 
hb.11C<' of good. By prayrrs al)(1 promi:-\'O, h(' )wr
n:ul('(1 Goh{'rtu
 to join hi
 
(.xpe..lition, :nul n:-::-ulIll'(l him ao; hi:-; fi.lIm\ -
ohli('r ; Lut thp Inan or filKI di
('o\'('r- 
ing- hi:-; pl'l.fidy, hlrnl'(l fmm him, 
H)(I having fulfìll('(1 hi., \'OW with g..eat ()p\'otion, 
he r('pa:-:"'t'd the bca, and r('turn('11 1.0111('. .\fU'r hi
 r('turn, h . did J)fJt rf..'CCtle from 
hi
 gOOll rt',oll1tiolls, like thO-'" \\ ho heli('\ . (Jill)' for a tim(', but hc firmly 
HllH'rl',1 
to God. J Ie h:ul le:\rll('(l on his pil
rimag<' to !--illg tIlt.' hour
 of the hl.....se.1 Yir- 

ill )Iar)': his ht'art was al way:-; fi
,.(l on n'KI. It oftt'n happPlIl'l1 that, going be- 
fore day to a...:-,i:--t nt matin:o\, he di.1 not .!arc to go unarm('(l, through fear of 
hi
 en('mie
; :lI1d yet he cllO
 rather to hastel\ to the wor.--hipofGod, than to p:t..;" 
tho:-,e hour
 without fi'.lr, luxuriously rbtin
 011 his beel. Tim.., hefi)re day, he 
11:"'1'(1 often to go arme>tl to the l>iviUl' Om(,.. : heing tlm.; :1I'm('.1 again:--t the vi..;ible 
nUll in\'i:--ihle enemy. 
.Ior{'o\'er, thc piou") 
ohlil'I' of 'hri...t, wi"hill'" to turn to 

uh'anta;!e tlu' fruit of hi
 "arfarc, w('nt to St. .Tanu.'." at COH1po
tt
lIa ; hut at tll<' 
fir..;t hour ('\'pry l1lornin
, he !--()u
ht tilt' ('hurch, wlH'I'{' h(' 
aw :11111 11(':11.(1 flU' ('('le- 
br:\tion of tlIP I1j,'ilH' oflì('(\ of th.. I.ol
' Euph:u'i:-t, tllar hi:- :-0111 might <<bily be 
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..:ustained by our Lord's body. Tlll1
 did the soldier of Chri4 proceed, going and 
returning, so that he 
eeme{l to fulfil what is written, "Ibunt sancti de virtute in 
virtutem, donee videant Deum deorum in Sioll."* 
_\ general feature of the devotion of the bit
, in the middle age
 consisted in 
that religious and philo:5ophical turn uf their conversation allù writing, which so 
dead)" di
coYered what lay lIppcrmo:-t in the lleart. 
Iodern times, which mn 
produce a De ::\Iai
(re, a Donald, a Chateallbrialld, a Stolberg, a Frederick 

chlegel, a )Iallzolli, and a Pellico, may seem, in this re-=pect, to fear no contra
t ; 
but it i:> not 
o much the genius uf a few great m
n devoted to religion, among 
the laity, which is so remarkable in the annals of former ages, as the prevalence 
of a religious philo:-ophy amoug that cla
s of society, and the readin
ss of all men 
to take part in beautiful disputation respecting the future life. " X on ad solo;o; 
sacerdote:") Eccle:-iæ pel'tinet statu:i : cllnctis fidelibu
 solicitudo Ï:.;ta communis e:-,t." 
This is what 81. Avitu6 ::ays, ill his letter to the illustrious man, Sellariu:-.t 
Accordingly, we filld a Gundobadus, IGng of the Burgundian
, whose evil belief 
diminishes not the force of the f'xample, writing to this holy archbishop, to ask 
the meaning of certain prophecies in Isaiah and in the Book of I
ings, and this 
saint, holding a correspondence with him on various abstruse questions of 
theology. 
Pro:,per and IIilary were the zealous defenders of the Catholic doctrine against 
the Pelagians of )IarseiIles ; yet Prosper was neither priest nor clerk: 'Tictorius 
Aquitanus only calls him" vir venerabilis;" and Pope Gelasius only" vir 
religio
\1s ; " and Gennade only says, " homo Aquitanicæ regioni
." Thu:" though 
a 
imple laic, he meddleJ with theology and doctrine, alld, in union wirh IIilary, 
not only wrote, but also went to Rome to l}rovide again:"t the danger. Sr. Ylctor, 
a soldier, when in the prison of )Iar
eines, converted his three guards; and there 
can be no doubt that, in early times, the knowledge of the Go:-,pel was propagated 
widely b
" the Roman soldiers, e
peciallr ill Pannonia, by the anuies ofTrajan and 
Âureliu:->.! This spirit continued to prevail during the middle ages, so that sim- 
ilar examples couIa be multiplied from their heroic annal:-. 
Celcbrated was the history of the Sultan, who sent his daughter to persuade thrf'e 
knights of Laon. who were in pri
on, to abjure the ChrisrÏan faith. Ther, on 
the contrary, con\'erfed her; and on their escape and return, founded in 1141, the 
church of our Lad
' of Lie5s
, tl l ree leagues from Laon. 
Antony Gal \'an, a Portugue:-:e, ane of the most iIlustriou
 warriors of his age, and 
as r('uowncd in history for his piety a<; for his valor, being go"ernor of one of the 
l\Iolucca I :-land:.:, having no prie
t to send 3=-, a mis:,ionary, to il1::,truct the natives 
of ::\13cazar, who were desirous of embracing Christianity: in consequence of the 
example of two of their fellow-cuuntrymen who had been converted b)' this go\"- 


:!!< TTist. 'Monast. ViIlariensi!'>, Lib. II. cap. II. apud )[artene Tl1esaur. .\necdot. Tom. nl. 
t 
. Aviti Eph-t. Tom. XXXYL t Germ3ni
L Sacra. 1. 
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('mC}I", sent 3!; a rntrehist, a Foh1ier, namNI Franei..; dp Ca..4ro, who, Jx.ing pre,'ent- 
l.,1 from arriving there b)' a tt.IllI)l....t, (J(,'ca....ion was furlli"hloù to another 1:1) man 
to t'xerci
' this oflice of religion; for \l1tonio Pay,'n, .. Portugll' . nWI"('hant, 
I,a,'ing lamlt'tl there to takL in a 10a(1 of sandal-wood, the King of 
Up.l came 
to l'OI1Versc with him on the t'uhjcC't of the Christi:m religion; :nul this good mer- 
(,.hant wa..; able tospeak so llJuch to tIlt' purpo..t', that the king was couvertt.d, and 
all hi
 ('Olll"t, lK'illg haptized by Pay va, who wa.. now th...;patdu'(l hy t 1)('111 \, ith a 
(.hal"
' to S<'ml pri,.
ti to that countl)'. Thi., happenl.'(l bhortly before the vi
it of 
:--t. Fmm'ii X3vier to 
!acazal'. 

t.. (
II} S3}':O=, that COllnt (h'ral,I, w1H'1l a )"tmng man, 1'>\)"pa.....t.(1 mallY dcr1
s in 
]Ii... knowlt.'(lgC' of the Holy 
'riptUl't''''"* Thi..; \\as uo Un('OlUIUOll :I('('ompli...lmH'nt 
ill tht..laity of the mic.hll' agl.':-. King ..\]phon:o.o of KapIl's mul _\..rra
on, ,,110 
1I" '(1 to rmc1 C 
...ar :uul Li ,.y C'\oC'r)' (lay, antI who trau...Iat('d the Epi..;tl.... of
l'n('('a 
into 
p.mish, had rl'atl, with t].., lItmo..t earl', the whole I1ible, \\ ith cOlIIlIIl'utarit':-I, 
fourt
u tim
, from l)t.
innilJ
 to ('IHI.t 
In the life of th(' ('ollnt of l
o:o.Cmher
, it i>) foaitl that he had 1)('ell ac.'CII..tomc.'t.1 
from his (',1rlie..t )"t.'.11":; to read thc Holy 
'riptllr '';; bO that his heart "a
 for cvcr 
aftt'r impr '41" ith a :-C'n
 . of tl1l'ir Divinc.
 purport, an<l that the world wa... l1en'r 
ahle to dfacc the knowlt'(l
t' alii I love uf the truths of the Go
pd. 
 \ IItoille tlu 
FaiÃ, in his hook of in:-,trut.tion..., ('ntitlc.'(I, "L'E"pt'ron <14' Di"l'iplim'," ('()lI1po=--l'(1 
it)r Charl(...;. nuke of 
avn)', in rf'('olllmell(ling- hook
, aJvi " him, aho\'c.' an, to 
1>('('01l1C' well n'J"S(.'(1 in the X('" 'J\....t:un('nt, that he ma
. be on llis gu:.lrJ agaill,t 
the ht'ft.tics of the ag'('. The _\bbé Uougd ob.. '1"\'C.'8 that this author ]1:111 a pro- 
fount! J.:nowlrog(' of hurnan Il:Iture, 3IHI that hi..; i(It':l of ('(llll'atinn wa... :ulmiraLIt'. 
"0 e find the (" lI1..tahle <1(' Cli
..on, in hi..; b...t will, ht'(lul':lthin;; to tlH
 D.II11<' (Ie 
H()(.lwfurt, :I litt]e ('ro:--3 of pmr]..., :lIHI hi... nible in French.: ". e read of )[athieu 
'on of nllrchar<l 'Y., Scignt'llr (Ie )[Imtmurency, in the I"t'ign úf Philippp 
\U
II"- 
tu
, that Ire had oo'n Lroll
ht up in all the art:') of dli,'alr)r in the e:lðtl(. of ('0- 
loml)!.; alltl that the monk..; of th(' ..\hl}(.)' of Lava], whic.1i 1.:111 OC'C1l ('l1(lo\\"('il h
' 
the fi"..t harons of )Iontmol"('I1<'Y, hac! ill:-itruch'(l him in thc bCicllcc of thr IIo]y 
&riptllrt':' : amI )fabi11un relatl'... that the heroic Due de 'Iont:msi('r hall fl.:ul tile 
Xew T
tamcllt one htUl<]rf'(l and thirteen time
.
 
In {act, the bity of the mi(I<1]p ngc.., like the fir4 Christian:", might have I'L'<'IJ 
Ilan:wd di:-õcipll''';, which term appliei to mt'n who occupy them..('1v('::, in btucl}"ill
 
the doctrine., of bah'ation, f'iUing at the npo:-tolic fed. The b('ntl'IH'(':-; of "'t. Je- 
rome and 
t. .Augustin were then 3
 familiar to (lliva1ron:; rnr
, as tho
c of the 
da--:-õio orators and PO(.t-; to the modt'rn 
('ho1aro V"t.'Il('rahle tradition wa..; willt'1.\' 
(li:,:o: 'minah'd ; kings and haron:01 w(ml(1 hav' homilic.:; or thp hilly }'athl'r;o; 1'l':111 
alolHI at their tables both mornin
 allJ e,'enin'''' ; and hO general wcre the efI'('Ct..., 


* 1>t' Yita t;craJdi Bib]iothcc. Cluniaccnsi
. GO. t Drc;o:cliu!', I]" Conformit. Lib. Ill. c. 2. 
t Yic des Grands ('apihinc.. Françoli"e dll )10) en Age, IY. 20J. 

 Dc Studiis )lon
t. Pars, II I. c. 2. 
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that theologians, proving the impossibility of introducing seCl-etly any new doc- 
trine into the Church, show the astonishment and opposition which would have 
be('u iu:-,tantIy made, not only by the clergy and the religious order, hut al
() by tl)(' 
laity, who were no less cOIl"picuous in piety and. in knowledge of their rcligion.* 
The languag p of the clergy was therefore that of the Paschal berrnon uf Richard 
of St. .Vlctor. "Chri
t om' I'a
ch is illlmolateò. Brethren, you know the Scrip- 
tUl'e:o; an(l their yirtue: therefore our sermon to you will not be doctrine, hut ad- 
monition, and the recalling to your memory of known things. From the fountain 
whence I drink, òrink also 
 e. 'Vhere I òraw, you draw: if I draw watel'iujoy 
from the fimntains ùf the Saviour, you also draw there. Judge therefore as 
spiritual, whether the water which I pre
ent to you flows from the mid
t of the 
fountain-whether it is drawn from the fountains of the Saviour. Christ our 
pa..;eh is illllllOlatcd."t 
Peter, Ahbot of 
Ioustier-Ia-Cel1e, iu the yeaI' 1154, dedicated his book, entitlf'd 
De Diseiplina Claustrali, to Henry the Liberal, Count of Champagne, by whom 
he was greatly loved."! 
Dom Carlos de Tapia, )Iarqllis de Belmonte, composed a treatise on religion, 
whi('h was ll1ueh e
teemed in Spain. The Emperor Charles ,...... who had often 
wished to rai
e L.)Uis of Blois to the highest dignities, had such an admiration f()r 
his writing
, that he u
ed to carry his ascetical books with him wherever ile went, 
and they constituted his ordillary reading when in his retreat at St. .Tu:,t. 
It \Va.. the Fame in the first age
. 
Iaril1s 'Tietorinus Afcr, a conSUlar 
man, wrote foul' books agaillst the _\rian
, which merited the prai!'e ofbt. _\ugu
- 
tin, amI a page in the Bibliotheca PatrUlu. Charlemagne wrote a preface for the 
Collection which Paul the Deacon made by his orders from the IIomilies of the 
Catholic Fathers :
 and there is even an Epistle from his pen, Dc Gratiã Septiformi:::J 
Spiritn
. Angilbert, Abbot of Corby, sent the bool
 of St. Augustin, De Doc- 
trina Christiana, to the Emperor Lewis, and presented him with some ver5e
 011 
that occasion, in which he commemorates the pions humility with which he !'tml- 
ies day and uight to investigate the secreL
of sacred wi
dom :1/ and .\dalbert, BisllOp 
of Lyon
, exhOl,ts King Rohert to read the books of Augustin, Dionysius, and 
Gregory the Great; illf'tances which make ::\IabilIon ob
erve how familiar 
with saered readillg
 were the ancient kings of the Francs. S,ymphorius A01al- 
arins send:; his books on the di\-ine office to the kings, Lewis and Lothaire. 
In later ages, many holy books were pl1hli
hed, hy means of the munificent 
zeal of lay per:,olls, coming forward, like the Counte:,:, ofRiccini in modern time
, 
who ha
 translated and printed at her expen!"e, at 
rodena, a celebrated French 
wOI'k in defence of religion. 
The women of the feudal em.tle were often fo'kiJIed in theology: for, in 80 I'ep- 


* De]a Hogue Tractat. de Eucharist, cap. 11. art Ill. 
t Des!!nerrois, lUst. du Diocèse de Troye:5, 291. 
I It!. 425. 


t Serm. in die Pa::-hæ. 

 
Iaòil()nii Vetcra .\ nalccta, 73. 
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re
entiug them, pf)('tS 11l11lt're (.I( .;dy to hi:-toril'al fil('t. .\u<l what 1)hall we say 
of the t heologiml 101'p po...... -:-:-1'(1 Ly t lae art i...t..., pc)(,.t!'ò, ami IUU ...ieiaus of t h(' miòd Ie 
ages? Take nn)" ('xaJJlplt' fJom t1w inlluJJll'rahle iu:-tall('t.'s that will ()('('UI' tl) ('\'pry 
Hlle's Il1l'JJlory. 1;(.1101<1 that a\\ ful pÎC,'[(U'l' uf ('hri...t ill the g,uden of Oiin
..., hy 
Guido of Bololrna, whil'h is in tlu' IUU....UIll ofth ,Tj()U\Te. ,rhat 3 profoulUl :-,('n:o-p 
\\as here of the lUy
ter)" of ùle p3S...i o n, ami of the ... t<'rifìæ ufthe man (;0<1 ! COIl- 

ider .1
lin 'Iidl:wl AIl
do. 1-:nt,'r hi.. hon..e in the \ïa GhihiJIina at FlorenN', 
W}J('l"l' ).on 
('(. r,'p"':-I'llh"(l till' \'arion:"'> I"t.m:u'kahle honor:"'> which were pai,1 to him hy 
the 1'0]>(', the G nuul Hnke uf ],'Iurl "t\ ami th ' V('J1l'mtioll of th ' peoph', with his 
own portr-.lit, 
 ) ('
pl"f' i\"e of the 
impli('ity :\ml manl)" c..Lrcl,......u . .. (If g 'njll
. 
,rhat do )"011 fÌlul hc...idt's in tlH,
 waH", "hi('h arc ill thc b.1we 8tate a...; \\Ill'11 he 
left tl)(,lll? I Ii..; (.hap(.l mul hi.. hul). p:linting
 of de\.otion. 
Thc KilJlf' ;"'\t. Loui:-- u.....(1 ofh'n to ('on\"er
' with the young Juinville as they 
\\l're 011 tIlt' p:t...:-:W(' acro:-s th . .....l, going to th' eru:-i.:ule. "
'nl"('hal," .-ai<.1 he to 
him one lby, "Qucllc ehO::iC: (.:-t...( . (1'IC Dieu?" "t;irl'," r{'pli,.J Joinville, "e' ...t 

i "ou\'('r.line (,t oonne eho... 
 clue ll1l'illeure De !wut l'tl'l'." .. \- miwI'nt, c'(-.t muult 
hipIJ r('pondu,.' 
:li<.1 the hin
. "\utre (It'mandc vuu..; ferai-je; ....avior; Il'<!lIl.1 vou
 
ailllcrie.t. llIi(.u
 
trc It'prc'u
 et bdl"l', ou s\"oir cOlllllli'i ct ('omlllcttrc un p('('h(> 
lUortcl ?" .Juinvillo IUU:-t have kno\\IJ \wll what \\3i the nn
\H'r thal \\oul..) 
pll'Ü..;c the holy young king-, :0-') faithful tu the 1'..-.ou5 ofhis 
aintly mother lllall(.hl., 
hut iu a :--pirit of jun'nile ruùen
 anti le\.ity, or at the bottom, 1)('I'hap"" with that 
fi.ding' which 
t. Fr:ln('is (Ie ðalt's a"'('ril
 to true humility, that would ratllt'r h<.' 
taken 1ì.)r In'otHI than humhl(', f('pli''tl, that he wouhJ rather' have eOlllmitt("t) 
thirty IlJOrtal 
in
 than I)('('ome a 1('1)('r. The imprc..
ioll which thc::,è light \\ords 
made upon thc g'K)(1 holy king, lx'longs tv history. "(þ13lHlle:; frl'rc-::i t'ul"('nt 
d('ly.lrti
 ell' 1
 il mL rapdle tout :-...ul, et mf\ fit 
poir à !'('s pi('(I:-:, et me dit: 
comment an'7. vou
 0'1' dil'e ('C ClUf\ vous :lVl'.t. dit ? ('I je lui r,'pol1<ls '}'I(' ('Ilcore je 
1(' clirai:,. Et il Ya me dire: J Ia! f
HI mu
art, Jl)u
art, VOl)..;)' ête
 d('('u ; l'ar 
\"0\15 :::av('z (!u'iI 11'(.:-,t I
pre si bide (1'le d'être ('11 pt.'Ch' fllCU.tC'1. Et \"on
 pric 
que, pour l'amour òe Hieu premipr, et pour I'amour de moi, \.OIh J"(.tt'llie.l ('(' <lit 
('n Yotrp ('(I'm' ?'-h"Yhat ('an he mort' allmirahh.," !'ay..; a nlO(lcl'll c'ritic, ,.than 
tll(' go()dn"
' of this king :nul :--aint, who, though a king al1l1 a 
Înt, docs not grO\v 
angry at tl1p rl'ply of the, )"otlllg lIlan, Imt 3110" 'i the witJ1
uo to retire, and dOb 
l10t reprimand him lIntil he iswith him alone?" 
Then' i
 on 1"<'<'I.m.l tll(' jml
n1<'nt pronomlc'('(l h)" a l1ohl('man at the ('OIl1.t of 
II('ury 1\.... uf jo'rance, in reply to the king's qUl':,tion fl':-pl'diug the rdative merit 
(If two rl'ligious ordel'
. TIU' ('oJ)\.('r:o-:ltiol1 of th' {'ourt, so far fl"om ('
(.l1Hling, 

:lI1dion('<l :-,imilar t()pi
. I-:ven...u latp .1" tlap ngc of Loui..; XIY. w:lrrior
, lil..e 
Tllrl'IlIIC mHl Cond(\, mi
ht Ita\.,' b("(.u heard c1i
'()ur,.;ing upon thp my
t(,l"j(.. of rc- 
ligion,-wollU'n of the fir:--t q U:llitv like 'Iallame (Ie 
vi(TJ)C in Idters to their 
. , þ 
fricll<l:" treating tlJ('(Jlog-iml qu(';;;tions \\ ith erudition, whil' othpl
, lila' the 
DllC'h('..
 clf' L0I1
tI('\'illf', \\"el"t' wholIy ren()lIn('in
 till' worl(I, and flyillg to clui
- 
tcr
, in ortlpr more dlèduall.r to a:"":""tla
p thpir thir:-t fOi. IIt.an.n. 
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The letters of Fenelon to the )farquis de F;eignelai were expre:-,:,ly design
d to 
show thc lll.ces::,ity for laymen to be well instructed in their r
ligiC)n. _\. great 
!)l'in('c and military hero, the Duc de Chen"euse, in his letters to the sanw prelate, 
expres...;es himself with the utmost facility and prccj
ion on somc of the most ab- 
!'tl'u:-,e questions of theology: and the editoL" of this correspondence rcmat'ks, that 
the f'ame learning belonged to many noblenwn of thc time. Certainly, the 
humhle, artless replies of the young Duke of Burgundy to the letters of the Arch- 
bishop, which informed him in plain terms of the cutting language of the world 
re
pecting him, and in details which must have been most wounding to the pride 
of human brea..;ts, indicate a degree of piety and of ascetic merit, which would edify 
men striving after perfection ill a cloister. 
The re!'er\'e and obstinate silence of the moderns on topics of religion would not 
illùeed ha\'e been permitted by the doctors of the midùle ages. "Some virtues," 
5ays S1. Bonaventura, "we are bound to show before men and others to conceal. ".. e 
are bounù to make known our faith, charity, justice, truth, anJ contempt of the 
world-and we are to conceal extmordinary graces and alrns."* The heathen 
sage prescribed a !)ractise which the moderns wouhl think becoming only in a mon- 
a...tery. "Let discourse concerning God," said Epictetus, "be renewed daily more 
than food for your body."t Few of them, at the age of Cephal us, the father of 
Polemnrchus, would say like him to a religious instructor, "If I had btill the 
power of going up to the city, I would not a!'k you to come (lown here to Piræus, 
t
)r I would then go to you; hut now you mu:,t indeed come oftener here for my 

ake: for be assured, in proportion as other pleasures, those connected with the 
body, wither and fall from me, the pleasure of hearing noble discourse, and 
the fervor with which I long for it, increase continually."! But precif'ely 
f'imilar to ihis would be the language of old laymen in thc middle age=-, to the 
monks of the nearest cloister, to whom the knights of chivalry are represented us 
listening with eager fondne
:-'. "
itne..:;s ::;penser's knight, who lodged with the 
hermit :- 


"With faire discourse the evening so they pas, 
For tbat old man of pleasing wcrrles had store, 
And wen could file bis tongue, as smooth as glas ; 
He told of saintes and pOPl'S, and ever more 
He strow'd an Ave-)Iary after anrl before."
 


Reverential and devout in the highest degree was the common tone of heroic 
conver:,ations during the reign of those manners which had been created by ÜtÏth. 
Dialogues, 
pe('ulatiyc and llly:,teriou
, were held in the evening in castles, under the 
vaulted roofs of the old manorial house, in parks, under the shade of melancholy 
boughs, and during rides, along the storm-Leaten !-'hores of the wilJ ocean. 
The piety of the laity, during the ages of faith, i:, al:5o seen in a very remarkable 


* Dt' Reformat. Horn. Inter. cap. 18. 
t Plato, 'de Rl'pub. Lib. 1. 


t Epictetï. Scntentiæ. 

 FaIry Queen, I. 1. 



-2ûO 


1\1 0 U E S (' \ T II 0 T. I U 1; 0 K, 


iight in theireOlH1nct re1ath'c to th' cll'rg
', on whieh h()d
. it would. '(111 as ifthpir 
l.haracÍf'r hall e
ercised no 
mall influ('nl'e. For while the laity \'enl'rntp<l the 
cll'r
y, the clergy n-spcctcù the bity,arul z(',llou:--Iy fiIVOrl'l! 8l1ch oftlU'm ac; 
h()\n'(l 
a di
po:sition to a holy life, not excluding them from their 
()('il'ty :nul from n
!o-i:--t- 
ing at thl,ir ofIìC'l':-O a:-= if on a(.'('mmt of thl'ir 'Cubr habit, tl1(')" Ullbt Dl'ccðbarily han' 
tIlt' miml and manllers of the vulga.r and prol
lIe, but l".lth(,l. ('uC'ourngiug t}l('lIl, anò 
grunting them ffloe 3('CC::)S to thcil. hol
' c1oi...tt'l
 and learnl...) fo(.hool
. 
I>aul thc D<.'nl'on, iu his Epi:-:tlc to King- Charlt:--, !-on of Pt'pin, p:\pbin:-- to him 
,. 
the variolls l'u:--toms of thf' monks of )[onh' Ca:--ino J"t'spt'('ting the divi!o-ion amI 
dl:,wt (If tlwil. P:-;'llmody. as al..: ) tlil'irrlllc
uf f
L..tin.r :lilt) ah4inelll't.'.* L.t it be 
ub
1"\'l'd too, that all thi \\':l:) dum' \\ ith a p 'rf'c1 unùcr..tanùillg and from ('xa-t 
pri nei pIe. 
Hugo uf Bt. Yietor mak('S the J"l.mark, that 
t. Paul, '\fiting to }>hil(.mon, who 
was il1n'
k(1 "ith no ùignit). lIf ('l'(.ll
ia:--ti('al athnini:--tration, hilt II1l.rdr n man 
t':..timahle among thc p(\opll', in thc fc)rffi of his 
allJtatiom. giyt':-' no prt'<'edencc to 
the priest oycr the lail', but uam
 Philcm('11 before Archippu..., who was ni!=:hop 
of C'o}o

"l. t 
In truth, thel"(' 'HIS gc>><xl rt'a..:on for r('
l)l,<,ting the heroic pit'IY of the !ait)" "Jliclt 
in somc in:-;tanecs M.'t'l1Icd to kavc the dcvution of thc r(.ligioll' in the 
hadl'.- 
'Yhen the King of England threatenl'cl the monks uf Citeaux "ith the lu
 of 
thf'ir po.... ,....;iQus in his l
iugd(.1U fOI' gi\'in
 nn n
Jlum to 
t. Thomas ofCnnt<'I'- 
bury, till')" gl'ntly gave the url'I.hi
llOp to nnùt'r;.;taucl that he ('oultl not rC'lIIain 
with them any longer. U 0 rt'ligion! 0 r('ligion! whl'rl' art thou ?" (.},(.Jainu...l 
the I
ing of FranC{' 
UJdalizl'ù at thi
 cowardiC'l' of the monk.., "1,Á), tJ1<'Y 
whom \\ e thought òead to the worM. now hani:-h, for thr :-akl' of temporal goocl:--, 
him "ho is an ('''{ill' for thecau!"c of Gnd." t-,r-e nacl in th<, Spiritual )[(':ulow 
of Sophronin
, that when thn'f" .AnadlOrite..; cmne to the ('".lve in nhic.h 
ï(.holas 
liveJ thf')" fcHlml him cOI1\"('r
ing \\ith a becular man, anù a..king him to 
ay 
ome- 
thing that would be cdifYing.
 
".. e do not find that the c1Cl'gy, in their FolicitucJe for thr int('rr!òts or laymen, 
wcre aboye aUl'mling to the infhll'ncc of 1()(':lJity upon 
t'n
itiYe mim):-:. ..\t IC
L..t, 
tht')" did not con!-ign l1l<,n to liv(' "it It the di..::-,ipateJ in th{' Yc'ry prel'inet:-\ of ('or 
rllption, with the ...lav 'S of worldly imlu:--try and vain p](,'
ure, surrotll1(h Ù \\ ith 
('very OLjl.et that can ùcLa:o-C aUtll'ontamillate the purity anù lloblf\I)(':":-- of the :-\0111, 
amI tll<'n exprp..;!' womh,'r that tlt,:-:e per:--OIb \\"('r(' not 
aint:-:. "ï:--hinf.; 
them to be truly !-piritual, they {'lHh':l\"or('(1 to {a(,iJitarc the way bcfi>re tll<'m, hy 
usiug all the human lUE.'aUS which theil' (':\!wricm-.c ami sa
racity CDuhl point (Jut 
as mlculakd to a('('ompli
h that ('11<1. TIJ('Y in\"it('d mf'n tlwrl'(oT<' to join in th
 
f:ociety of the holy, amI tlll'Y aJIO\\"l'(1 tlll'lU tu ..e
i<1e in huiltlillgs, of which the 


.Chrouic. S. :\(OI1ß!o.t. ClIsinensis. 
t Vita Quu.dl"ip. 85. 


t Annot. E]ucÏl1. Quæst. !'uper Epi
t. ad Philt:m. 

 Cap. 154. 
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very waUs seemed to proclaim the wisdom and happine
; of the just. The laity 
at.ümlingly, in cunbt:quenee of these advantage:;, compl'i:;l.d othcr character:; be- 
8idt::
 the man of husiness anJ pleasure. There were ill that cIlli:>S the scholar 
and tbe man of contemplative habit:-, who attended to the duties of )Iary as well 
a
 of ::\Iartha. 
This reciprocal influcnce was most powerful in the middle age:,>. The clergy 
"cre consoled, !o.trengthcned, and perhap:;:, not unfrequently retaineJ ill the spirit 
of their order, by the noble and devout character of tile men whom they guidcò, as 
l\!anfl.i.l in the tragedy is warne(} amI comforted by the rude chamoi
 huntel'. 
It would be thought strange in our times to fiw} laymen and military nohles 
3.l1mini:-ötering fraternal admonition, in letters ad(It'es:;ed to priests and saint:-ö, aud 
con
oling them in calamity, by repeating text.:, of the holy Scripture. Yet buch 
condnct would not have been deemed indecorous in the middle 3g P S, After the 
death of Pope Clement V. when there was great opposition ofinteresL.;, amI delay 
in electing his successor, Dante, so remarkable for the submi:,:;ive docility of his 
genius. wrote a fine If'tter to the dispersed cardinals, in ,,,-hich he exhorts them to 
re-unite immediately, to stop this anarchy, so injurious to the Church, anù to bring 
back the holy see to Rome. In fact, nothing is more common in the literature 
of the middle 3ges, than to find letter::!, 3ud other documents of this kind, which 
one migl.t snppOi'e had been compo--ed by persons of a religious profe:o':,ion. The 
te.-;tament of Count Gcrard, in which he founds the monastel'y of ,.... ezelay, in 
Burgundy, concludes with these word
 _c. ,r e pray you all then, mo:,t holy fathel's 
and hishop:;:, by our Redeemer, that to this work of our devotion you would 
alw3.}'s continue laborers anù assistants in all thing
, that these om. pious anù 
deareï;t sen"ant'i may al way:; attend t() the interests of de,'otion 31)(} }'eligion, and 
that in a1l things they may 
how themselves as the ministers of God, giving no 
offence to anyone, t113t the mo:,t religious and holy ordel' of their mini:4ry may 
not be blamed; that the pontiff of the apostolic seat may be a ruler to them, and 
eomforter and guardian, being united together hy the most faithful charity and 
religious obedienep, a;, members of the body of the Church, and worthy of being 
joined to the head of that whole body, which i:-; Christ."* 
\Vhen Count Aylwin, alder'man of England, was laboring under his last sick- 
ness, coming to the abbey of Ram-;ey, which he had founded, he g;we 
piritual 
('oun
l'] to the monk.., and began a., follows, as he 
tood leaning again.;;t a pilJar :- 
"Be not angry, my brethren, 
eeing that yon, being learned and instructed in divilH:' 
c1i":l'ipliup, I"hould be admonishe.1 h
. a layman and a sinner. FOl' in ploughing the 
('arth, }.ou see that the oxen who go fir
t are in(lueetl to labor more cheerfully, by 
hearing the ,'oice.
 of tlJO
 that follow them." Then aftel' a long 
piritual disconrsE: 
which lHight have been delivered by an 3bbot, he took a solemn JE,'a\'e of the 
bretln'ell, ann pn!;sed O\'el. in a boat from the abbey. t 


· Historia VezeJiacen
i",. Lih. I. apud Dø.cl1er. "SpiciJeg. Tom. III" 
t ITi!'t. n:1mc::-ic1\
i
, Par:. 11. G2, spud Gale lIist. Brit TOOl. II. 
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Sor wa
 the zeal of the lait), in th(":f' rt'btinn
 ('ol1fim'(l to admonitions; it 
promph..(1 thcm to :ll't;-; (,(H...e
ponding. L:llli:o-hllb, King ofllullgary, iu the 
'l'ar 
1104 :l(ldN,

'(1 tIlt' governor uf the city of Ho\.iuum in th..:--c term..: :-hlfric\-OUi 
to us are all iujurics illl'url1..'() L)" allY of our' faithful people; but tho
e iuflich..'(l on 
the churche
 um) on c("dl'..ia..tiC"
1 pe
oll:o\ at"(' :'to much the more so, M we naturally 
rC'<,;anl thcm "ith :I )]lore .....I)4,'(.ial affi'(-tiol1. "* 
Charl('", Count of FlaJl(ll'I
, \\a:i a gl"l'at \\ al'rior, und withal u piou..; 
1IJd just man. 
Ill' was:-o humble :nu) dt'\"uut towards God, mill all ('('d(
ia...tirol men :lnd monk:" 
that he u
'tl often to cntrc..lt tlll'lll tba they "OIlld t<>II him of his faults in th
 
proper timc :11)(1 plaC(', dIlÙ that they would l)ray to G()4,1 fill' him. In hiB court, 
he u"l'\l ah\ a)"s to (le...patch fir:,t th ' ('3USN of l'('CI(
ia...tic
, 8a)"ing that the f'l"'\"anh 
of God ou
ht lIot to he (I<..taill('() in the COIII.ti of prinl't.':o-. It happened once 
that Johll, ahLot of 
t. Bertin, at 
t. Olllcr, cuu'fl'(l the count's court 011 the day 
of the Epiphany, to "hU1l1 the ('Uunt b:.1icl, "
Iy Lord \.bbot, who is to o;;ing high 
ma:--..' fill. ll
 thi:'\ dar, on this hol)' solcmnit)" in )'our ehurch ?, The ahLot re- 
pli('l1, "'[y Lon.l, tlll're are an hlllulN'(l Il)OnlN in the l11ona..wry, 00 that therfl' 
will be I-omc good 111:111 to <..-el,--.bmt ,it." TIlt' ('()uut l\Ia-;w('red "On "'uch a fe:,ti- 
\"al you Olllrht to h
l\"e been ill your colll' "e to chant tlae }lSlIDl'i \\ ith the chanters, 
to fca:::t with th
 that fl'1L
t, anù to gi,"c recreation to your monks who lahor in 
the :'t'r\'icc of Goel j f..Jr to thii ('I)() .Iid our fiitht'b as:,ign rl.\"t'I1II<'
 to )'ou." 
"
ry 1
11"t1," sail) the aLLot, "n''(.'l'-:sity l'omlwll'--'ll me; for a ('Crt.ai.. wldier had 
opprt':'....t'tl u
." Thl' ('Ollnt ft'pli('(l, "It \\ouM Ilan' J.x>('fl !-'uflìdt.'n! to IJ3Ve in- 
fornl(
l me of thi-; h
' a letter or am. 
n "pcr, fur it is my lm:-.in tù defend JOu 
a<.: it i... )'OUN to prn
' tu God for mc." Thcn hc g'.lve mlrl:-"', and tlH' uLLot 
rdurrwcl ('on...oh'l1. t 
Th('llc\"out laity knew how to r('prm"f' what \\ a'i (.viI in IJll'lIlher"\ of th(' clergy. 
"llaldwin the ß('.udecl, Count of Fbudt.r:-;, lx'gan to Luiltl a ca....tle at Bergen, hut 
("han
ing his TænlutiOll, he 'ulJstructed in:-,tcatl of it a monastery, in honor of St. 
\ViJ)t){'. Th(' c:.111
 of it was this. Thc canon:'\ of 
t. 'Iartin at that plae(' \\ pre 
rt'pOl.tl'CI to he hut little d('\'out, :Ult) it "as I":litl that tlu.y lH'gJectec1 the divine of- 
fk '. The count, (lcsiring to :t..;(,t'rtain the trnth, ()i
gui.;ccl hilll
lf one night, anJ 
when the wardeD tJpt'lJl'tl thc dlllrch to :--trikc the si
nal for matin.., hf' ('nt('re<l as if to 
pra
'. Tlte wart1ell having 
truck the :-ignal rclr matill
, 
UH) no onc {'olllin
, wi:..hell 
to 
hllt the (,11111"('" (Ioor, antI hc oblig,.(l tlae cOllnt, whom he mi...took for a poor 
mall, to go out j hut the COUll( n' l )hin(J' that he wi
hf',1 to hCdr matin::J, the other 
" 0 
tolù him that it \\3-; all fini
hl'lI, UlU) that tlU'y never r
 for Dl.ltin:-.. Pplln 
this the ('( nnt fl,...ol\"('J to build thc nt'\\" monastcr\p and thitlwr } If" translat,-cl 
, , 
the lx)4,ly of St. \\Tinoe, and he riehJy em]owet) it, anJ plaCl.-.J in it lllonk:l from 
the abb.y uf St. Bertin at bt. Omcr."t 


· lta1ia Sacra, Tom. VIII. 266. 
t ('hronic, S. Bertini, (":lp. 41, P:ifS_ ]I. npuJ. 
laTtenc ThC!muru
 .\necdotoruUl. Torn, III 

 Chronic_ 
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Gef\'3i
e 3ttribntes tI)(, ('onver
ion of the Abbot Suger ao.; mueh to the admo- 
llition:-; of Charles the Good, Count of Fland"r:" a..; to the grief whieh his death 
oc'C.!.,iolleù him. Charle:-:, a prince of eOIl
IIIUIUate \"irtuc, was distillguishetl hoth 
by hi:-: valor and his piety. fIe h
\(l been offered the killgdolll uf Jeru:,alt'1ll 
durillg tll(' irnpI'i:-,oIUm'nt of Baldwin II. awl the ('rown of the ('mpirc aftp!. the 
ùeath of Henry \
. and he refuscll hoth through Chri:;tiall humility. IIis ('011- 
n.r:-:atioll almo,.;t al way:; turned UPOII piety; and Sugel', who ha(I the hOllor of 
being in his ('olllpany during the eampaign of I\:ing Loui:, a
ain:-:t the nobles 
of Clermont, was {'harmed with his goodlle,....; ; whercas, 011 the othel' han'I, the 
('uunt wac;;; pl('a
ed with the abilities of Sliger. The ('ount was attaclll'd 
te him from a cOII:-,i<leration of hi..; talellt:-:, awl of hi:; being an abbot; fot" 
he loved ami re
peeted all churchmen. 
Ieanwhik, the yil'tue of the prince had 
made an illlpre:,
ion upon the miml of Sliger, and had in
pireJ him with a kind 
of veneration, so that he oftl'n styll.d himIJIl':-:....ed awl a Haint, and herein was not 
deceived, for he only 3nticipatell the juclgment of the Church. 
This union of hearts being fOrlm.d, the eOl1l1t rctlll'ned to Flanùers and Suger 
h Pari:;, where, immediately 011 arriviug, he hmnl of the tragical death of the 
('uunt who was 3:,:-,a..;:;illated in tllP chureh of 
t. D\Hlatian, at Bruge:;. All the 
circumstance:, I)f t his dete
table lIIunler were full of bOI'rOl". Bt.illg an exaet ana 
firm admini4ratOl' of justice, f;:...peeiaIly ill defending the poor amI helph
:-s from 
all acts of violence, he had re
()h'ed to il1\"esti
rate the measnres of cl'I'taill lI1('n 
who had made a fortune durillg a famine, by availing thern
elve
 of the di:-,tre:,s 
of the people, with whom he h
Hl f'ympathized to 
lIch a llegree as to make him- 
self poor, anù even to ðell hi=-; furniture amI dothes to a...:-;i
t them. Two of thc::;e 
wicked rich men resolved to cut him off, and for this purpose :-:elccted the ("llUrch 
a..; the pl'Opt'I' place. It wa:-; on \r edne...;day after the 
f'cOlHI Sunday of Lellt. 
'fÌle count being risen, di:-tl'ihntf'<1 his alm:-; aeconling to his constant CU:-:tOIll, the 
first thing each day, haref()oted, awl ki:,,!-'ing tbe hand:-; of the poor, with a great 
faith, r('g-ar<1in
 in them Je
us Chri:4. Then he went to the church; and as he 
pl'oceeded thither, a ...tt'anger \\arned him to be on his guard, but he replied, "Onr 
pr('cal1tion
 are \"aill against the mi:5fortIlllts which mcnace m,. It is enough for 
o Ill' peace if we have the happille:-:s to appertain to God. lIe is all-powerful aI1tl 
always present, and nothing can happen to us cOIltl'ary to his will. Nothing can 
be more glOl'ious to a mortal man, who call not g"u:U't1 hiru
eJf against death, than 
to die for the defence of justice awl truth." TIllis 
aying, he proceeded on his way. 
On enterin
 the church hi:; chaplains left him to 
ing Prime, :llltl he went to his 
prayers before the 3ltar of the hlessed Yïrgin. Aftcr many genuflection
, he pl"O
 
trated himself wholly upon the ground, to :-,ay the :;e\'('11 Penitential Psalm
. The 
conspirators now entered with naked 
word:-, undel' their cloak:,. They found the 
prince in that posture, with some IÏloney near him, which his chaplain had p1aced 
fin' alms, which he used to gi\"e even dm'ing his p,'ayer,,,;. One of them, uamed 
BOlwhanl, touched him that ile might raise his head; l;lIt the count, thinking that 
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it was :L puor woman whom h(' 11:111 
('('n 1H.':1r him a...kin
 allll:-', took :L pi('Ct.
 of 
1ll01lt'Y allll rai
'(l him:';t'1f:l Jilt}p, at \\ hi(.Ja 1U01UI'IIt the a...:-a.,-;in 
truck him with 
his s('imitar,:-.o that tilt' hraill:i fi..llupun t1. 'pa\.t'lllt'lIf. 'rhe othl'r:-, tllt'll fi'l1l1pol1 
hi.; 1.0(1)", alld ('n'n ('ut otlï.is ann, "hid. he had str('tdl('() out to givc allll
 
TIlt' 11('\\.. (If hi:o. tlcath ...tTlH'k 
ugl'r with 
rl'at ftlf('<'. The <'Ollllt had given him 
sallltary :1Il\"i('(': filr if Claarll''; tilt' (;1Þ<..1 ]0\.('(1 pc'r:--olls (,oll"'('('rat('(1 tn GIMl, he 
wi...ll1'll at tilt' S:1II1l' timc that tlH'il' ('onduct 
IIIHiId hI' ('11 i i)'illg ; amI he hatl 1)C(.u 
l'oll...t,'aiw'(] to h'sti(v Illort' than Olll't' to tilt' allhot what he thullght of the tUlIlul- 
tllOIl:-' :11111 :--<<'('ular lift, \\hic.h 11(' p:h'" at dIP (''Ourt of}'ranC'f". TIlt' worl1... ()fthi
 
priIH"t. un\\" rf'tIll.I)I'll to hi... 1lt':1I,t ; aliI 1 thi... \\"3'; the '..('Coml h.tuer)' u:-,('(! Ly God to 
("OI1II'II'r that. g-rt':lt 
()ul l"t.ht.llitlt).. to hi'i 
ra('('. 
III t II(' t 1a
 s of df't":I)" of <1 i...cÏ pI i lit' nt :-\1. DPlli..., wh(,11 \ 1>.Ii11ara, though })('r:--I'- 
('IIÌt.tl hy tht' ('vil Illollk:-, ('(llIlel lint olJtaill II'a\'(' to qllit that mona...tcl")., the (....II...t) 
ht.'ill
 l"t'ft'rrt'(l to thl' royal (,oUlwil, :--\h'pllt'n of (;.1I'lanlll', 
I'nl'..;,('hal of FrauC'C, a 
m'm ot"a('utc milICI, i... t1a()II
llt tn 1.:1\.(' ("tHltri\"("Cl, hy an illgcnion.; 
pt'<'t'h, hoth to 
lI

t' tilt' t'bim-\ of 
\haillar,l, allli abo to give a lI...t'filll(....:-oon (0 the J'(.ligious thcm- 
)-('1\-1''''. C'It i.. fiu' tIll' kill
's intt'rt.:--t." :-ai,l lit', "that thisahbl.')" he not rcf(}rmcd, 
a.; .\.haill:ml \\"olllc1 havt' it in... r('maiu.; tJU'J'\', ht'C:lU...... the grl'atl'r the irl'('
ularity, 
the I1h)rc mom')' \\ ill the king hI' ahl.. to (Ira\\" from it. T}lC'rt.fi)f(' (ht' ('0I1I'11111t'(1) 
it W:l
 for the inft'r('4 of all partit'..., :-oillC'C thl m()l1k
 tlU'lI1:-dn.s were Ull\\ illiub 
to })f> J"t'f(,rlllt'(l, that .\hailJanl !oh01l11] ol,tain hi:- di"'l1Ii:-:-aJ."* 
I 11 lIothil1
, hO\\"('\"{'r, tlOI'.. till' 7".11 of till' laity in till'...... tinn.... nppear more nmia- 
hIe than in the love with whi('h it in:-pir...'t.l t}If'1II for thc ('h'r
y, anti in that thir:,t 
which 
 "ems to havc con...tantly irnpl'l1L'Il tlU'rn 


"Tn \:i]k "ith Kond men, ur eoml' ncaf thl'lf haunts. "t 


Pod:"J in prai:--
 of a kin
 \\ hom tlH'Y lov('cI, woulcI J"cmin(1 111('11 of tIle )o,'e 
whi('h II<' Plltl'rtaillccl Ii}r tlu' t'1('1'!!
', :1'; )Iartial d' Auvergnc, }Jrollouncing the cu- 
)ogiurn of J{ing ChnrJt'
 'YII. (.
('1aim..., 


.. Lac; lc. fc'u HII) ClJIlrlt.;)c. I>éhonn.lire 
.\) moit h.o; clcr". "t 


To love dcrk
 3.11<1 kni
ht.; wa.. tllt' ),na...t of ('hiv:11ry. u
lai
 Ie" cler;;: et les 
ehl'valil'r.; ('11 111 a jeulll''';:-4' ay voulu haukl' \"oulellticr:-o," says dIe historian of dll 
GUl'
dil1, "et 
I)uvcnt t't Ie ('upur (ll
 rnoy ferment y trait."g 
TIlt' ArelHlul"{'J L'Opol(l "'ïlli:ull of \1I..;tria, i... 11(':-'l'ril)('tl as ('vin('ill!!:\ partil'. 
ubr affi,etion for all tllP 1110 Ilk..of (',"pry OJ.ell'l". "11(' took dcligllt ill thl.it. ("0111- 
pallY; amI while a ho)", he llo\t'11 to 1"1111 up to tllcm 3:0: SI)OI1 as he 
.IW them ('ornill
. 
] II matur('r YNll'S he c\'inml for tlu'm tllP gr('ah...;t 1"l'Sp('('t: it wa... hi:-- (1IIi
.d1t 10 
('ol1\'er:o:(,' f:ulliliarly with thcm, 31J(J tu 1(('..\1' tlU'1Il :-pt':l1.: of ...piritual tt.ill

. 1If' 


· Vie U. A be]L Liv. II. 

 LI'" Yigill'
 tic la 
Iorl <Iu Roi Char-]e" \..1. 


t Dantl'. Pur1!. X\T 

 ('III oniqlll' lie nil Gucaclin. 
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u..;p<<1 often to dine with them, and he wou}{] ki
s their habit<;j and wonI{l aIways 
SlIme them with re
'crence wheuen
I' Ilc met them on thc way." 
The famon.. Robert the Strong, Count of nloi
, had so singulal' devotion fJr 
St. .\.ign:lll, lJi:o:hop of Urleans, that he ('hanged the llame of his Castle Hayard, and 
called it tit. . \ ign:1I1. 
Until the fiftcemh century, it was tl1e etiquette of courts that a bi:,hop 
houhl 
tal.:e thf> pre('{'(lence of a prince. It was (lecllled a noble privilege of ilIu::;triou
 
f:uniIie.s to have the right of showillg the fir:,t honors to a bishop on his entrance 
into his tlioce.;;e. The seigneurs de ::\Iontruol'encÏ, possessing the fir5t fief of the 
bishopric of Paris were the first bamll>; wllO used to support the person of the 
bi..;hop on hi..; entry, mH1 to hold thc dais over his head on his reception.* 
The Bishop of Salltes used to bc condncted on horseback fmm the almonry of 
Sr. Clement, where he had FIEpt, to thf> gate of St. Peter, by the Baron of Château- 
briand, who held tile bridle. He was thence borlle into a chair to the cathedral.by 
the fir:,t fimr hal'ons of the dioce
c-the Barolls ofPolltchâteau, Retz, 
\.ncenes, and 
Ch.Heau briand. TIle J}ob]e fimlily of De TIll1i:o::o:y enjoyed similar privilege:;, iu 
relation to thc hon01' paid tù the Archbishop of Rheims. 
It is not irrelevant here to make mention of these form
, !'ince they were clearly 
monument
 of the ]o\"e of the bity fi,r the clergy iu carly times; the indications of 
which, howe\-er. are undoubtedly beheld in a more interesting point of view, when 
we pmeeClI to remark its 
pontaneou" action in the variOlh circumstance:; of life. 
'\rhell St. Aidcn first came out of Irebud to Lindisfal'ne, I
ing O..;wald ]'eceived 
him ,..-ith the utruo:,t reverence 3ml humility, and took great delight in hearing his 
holy di::icuur;:;cs. Then W3:5 scen that beautiful 
pcctacle of a king serving a
 all in- 
terpreter of a holy priest, while preaching the Goc;;pel to a people who;;;:e language 
wa'S not perfectly known to him: for St. Aiden did not f:peak English: but the 
kill
 during the I
mg period of his exile, had learned the language of the Scots.t 
Burchard the Pion..;, COllnt of COl'bt.il, i:i EaiJ by historians to have lovcll the 
})('1'50n.;; of all ecclesia:;tie:-:;.! -Louis-Ie-Gros, wheu a youth, ]'ecei\"ing his c(l l1cat ion 
in the ahbpy of St. Denis, u
cd often to leave the company uf great lord
, who 
u...cd to come to the abhey frolll tinlf' to time to pay him their respect..:, in or{ler that 
he Illi:.,ðlt J"(.ioin the com l )an\" of Stwer with whom he lo\"ell to conver
e. In the 

,J . 0' 
)"ear 1372, Charle,..; Ie Sage, fi)r tlU' love" hich he hore to brother Peter of'
illars, 
of the Dominican ('on\'ent of Troye
, who was then his confei'sor, ennobleJ, by 
letter" frolU the Lounoe, hi::; bl'other Xiculai Challlpagne of \
illiers, anll all his 
p,}..terity .
 
It i:i re('Ordl.a of the Ahhot Enticin:o: that he wa,;; F-O much helm'cd hy the Em- 
, . 
[>
r(JI' Louis Ie DcLonnain>, that "he Luilt a lUoua.stery for him withiu the 


* Leheuf, Hi
t. dll Diocese de Paris, T(\ID. III. 388. 
t Petro Lomhard. Alchiepi!':cop. Admf1ch. de Hibernia ConuueulRl. It-7. 
: Lcbeuf, Hist. de Diocc,,(' (Ie P!lrí
, Tom XL 

 Dl'sguerroi--. Hist. {}11 Diocese de Troye. 3i8. 
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walls of hi... paJ:1C'e :" lIul ,)f 
t. ßl'IWdi('t, till' .\.hhut of .\ lI:a, wc ,,(,:111-" 1)(.(' \IJ
r 
on mall)' :it'i'UUUt..; he W:Lo; 1lt..'l.-e
:,3ry to him, it ple:bcd the cmperor to pru\"idt' a 

uitablc' pIa('c for him, not f:lr fmrn the J}"llacc, in which he ('onM ..pst with a ft." 
otlll'r'
." I
" i:-, in fad, huilt thi.; IUcma-;tpry of Tuda, l1c..lr tl1 pala . of _\ix 
la-ChapdIl', \\ hl're h<, rr<'(llll'ntly rl'mairlt't1.* 
In tIU' year 11-1:" Gui (lc Yaugrignl'II
', 
nn of Hm'(.harel ::-\c.i,
I1('Ur cle Y"au- 
g-rigl1t'l1:-l', :-110\\<.'(1 :-ueh au :ltll'(.ti()11 (.H' tlJC' monk.; of LOII;.!p()nt, that he \\()ulc1l1ot 

t out f()r the \\ a1' in the 11(1)" Lalli I, whic.h h<.'
an abuut thi... timl', until Ill' }.:1I1 
l'mhrat't'll all the munhoJ of the ahbC'y, in which IJOu
c hi... '1l'phew wa
 at the timc 
prOfl':'-""d1. t 
In all thl' . lIl...tatll't."" \\l' uny h' !-ure that th" lU()ti,"l' wai the ,ame a.. that 
:-pok('1) of h)" tIlt' author (If till' C'hr()nil'll'i of Ht. B('uit;n at Dijon, who, aftl'r tI.. 
I'criLiug how greatly j lal
'llarc.lu..., _\r'c.hbi
hop of L
"()n
, in the eI('\'pnth C{>ntur)', 
w
 lovec} h)' Uol>t'rt :lnel He'ury, J...in
.; of tire FI":m('
, alii 1 al
C) h
" till' Empl'ror 
('onrad alii 1 hi=" :-ouIlpnry, :1(1,1..., th:1t he ".L...tll11..; hdo\'l't) awl \"{'rtl'ratet1 h)' tl.l'm, 
"pro t'pligio-il ('OIl\'l'r
:lti()I)I' ac f1l1):1 ",:ulC.titati
.": It wa., (i)r the foo:tmc rpa'-oll 
that, "h"1l 
(. _\n . .lm wa., on the cuntinent, lill
'; aucluobll'" :--ought with 
uch 
1" 'r\"or' h, :-how him honur al1<l fril'1ll1
hip. 
 
The proof... of lovl' fOI' holy mell, ('viuc'f,() h
" thc lait
" cll1rin
 tlu' ng'(\
 of f:lith 
are' oftf'n ('ontaine...l in .'pi...oc}...; of grl'.lt h(.':mty, from \, hich bCCI1C:i might be 
ta)...el1 that woulel not be un" ol.thy of th.. Imblp:-.t mu
('. 
It" a.. at a pa"C'hal :-ol.'lllllity, "lll'n till' 1101)(.1.. of tIll' whole kin
elC1m, hoth dl'r- 
. \' al]l} laity, \\f'rC .......<.'mbl('(,1 at thp court of Kinó Eclgar, that Cunnt .\yl\\
'n 
tìr;..t md 
t. ù...walc1. Thc count wa..; :1 clc'\"out all<IIH':lV(> warrior, VC II 'ra},l.. awl 
("0(11 (('Olb, ren'ring the love of Goc.l in otlll'r:-., 3ml :ulorI1l,() with !- } man)' gr:u't''':. 
that it W:I'i (louLt ful \\ hethl'r one ou
ht mo:,t to prai:-e or to wonder, on "l'l.jUg 

l1l'h virtue ill nil illiterate man. ] Ie wa
 btru('k with 11IP countenanre :wcI :Iir 
(lfthc holy Li
hop Oil foo.<..'Cin; Jlim ('hauting tllC offi('(' (If thc' cl1':1() at the funeral of 
a (.prtaill !--ohliel., \\ 11IN
 bocly hl' \\":1.... ('..;cor.ting to G1a....tonl>11ry. Xo !'-OOW'!' wa... tIle 
offìc'c filli:-hl-c.1 than he \\ pnt up :UIC) U("('O:o:tl't} the hilly man. ((Long :wo, holy 
father, I wa.., wi
hing (.11. an oppor.tullity of forming :1 {riellll..,hip with yol1, aw} 
of 1wing able to refre"h 1l1
.
lt hy li:-;tening h) your sweet amlle.lrlle(l di:'c'our
c'. 
I am a man uncler the pnWl'r of anothC>I", antI h:l\.ing other., ul1,lf'r n1<', whom 
nohility uf birth, almncbnl'e uf ridll' , the :-,inrul wi:-<}orn of tilt' worM, the gift of 

I)l'aki ng, 3mI ill ...hort, the public' f:l\"or of the poor and rich, hath {'xalted. 

\rlll 
iJlCP all powpr is from God, I fear lest I ...houl<l ablbc that power to the 
c1l':,true!Ïon of my '"'ou1-for I know, that to whom much is committed, much will 
be rlC{uirt..'J.." The holy prie::,t, beholding the faith of the mau, aJ.miroo anù re- 


f Mabi\]on. Præfat. in I II. SæcuJ. S. ßcncdict, 
 8 
t Lclwuf. IIi-t. duo Djocl"!-c dc Pllri
. Torn. Xx. 230 
: Chronic. 
. Benigl/i J)ivi,mcn,ii "Pllct D:
c1)1'r. Spicileg. Tom. I. 

 \\ iIJ. )1.,ln1l"!". de (;e...ti.. P'lllIif .\.ng]or. Lib. I. 
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plied to him with a serene conntenance-" It please., me to contract a frieß(l
hip 
with you, mo:;t noble of men-it plea
es me to observe this affection of pure 
liberality, which prp,'enting all my merit, before I had boldn
 sufficient to 
demand of you, hath given me 
ueh proof of lo\'c. I am thankful to God fOl' 
having sown such seed in yom' heart, the fruit of which I'behold so almmbnt: 
and I trust that it may lead you to feel hope rather than security. Con:o,itler, 
therefore, dearest son, that in proportion as you are exalted in secular power, so 
are your lifc amI works hehel<l by all men. _\..n<1 althoug-h 
ome arc preferred abo,-e 
other::;, yet we have all an equal beginning of life, amI we are all ul1(Iel. the same 
law of death. ,re are all alike born in 
orrow, and we live in sorrow, and in 
sorrow we terminate our cour,,,;", nature constituting to us all on(f common origin 
and e!HI, 
incc our on Iy difference can be in the degree of our spparation from God. 
'YI13t dnth nohle birth profit him who is under the dominion of sin? lIe is 
truly noble who shines in virtue of mind and manners. In all the &ripture you 
will find that the poor are commended, and the rich made but little of. It is 
useful al1l1lawflll to ha,"e riches, providetl you remember that it i:5 the mind which 
is to gO\'ern, It i:5 lawful to have cOll1maml, but it is safer to be subject-fur 
d
truetion is neal' all that is exalted. 'Vitne::;-; him whose body we now carry to 
the tomb, who lately was clothed in silk raimcnt, and who had such rank and 
power in the court of king
 !-X ow all is departed from him, excepting whatever 
merit he may have laid Hp ill 8tore."- 
At the,;;,e words the duke hegan to weep, and said, "\Yhat then ,,-ill hecome of 
me, holy father, who am inyoh'ed in so many nece..;sities opposing my good-will 
-regal aff..'1ir
, warlike engagements, stipendiary and judicial ?" To whom the 
holy bi:o:hop replied, ".All tlw::,e ,,"oddly occupatiuns, my dear son, may contribute 
to your increa:-õc in ju.;;ticc, if you pre
en"e equity in all your way!', and mercy in 
your judgments, '11)(1 
implicity ill yom. intentions: but since sometimes e,-en a 
goo<l intention may l>c (larkened hy a fillse species of right, you shùuld redeem 
your :-ins by alms to the poor alI<I to the churche:5. Therefore, if in any part of 
)'onr ten'itory JOU shouM h:l,'e a place proper for thoc;:e who profu
s a reli
ious 
life, you should buil<l a mona!'tery there ill the honor of God, and coIled holy 
men there to celebrate the di,"ine s(,r\'ice, hy whose prayers yom. sins may he ex- 
piate<l. I will co-opl'rate with you, and will grant fa('ultie
." The count replied, 
" Y enerable father, there i
 a certain. farm on my lall<ls called Ramsey, 
urroun<led 
by a marsh, and sufficientlyad:lpted for the retreat of such men-for it is !'olitary 
and peaceful-it is also adorned with many trees, and contains fertilp. mcadow
. 
Formerly thf:>re was no building there but a 
table for my flocks, but latel)" ha,'- 
ing been :ulmoni"hed by a dream in sickne
:-;, I consh'ucted a small wooden cell in 
that place tù lodge monks of Rt. Denedict, where thrce at present reside, and 
where I had prop(J
e<.I to build a church." The bi
hop appro\"cd of thi:-\ intention 
and consented to accompan
. the count to in
rect th
 place. The re
HJt of this 
\oumey wa..; the foundatiuu of that abhey-the bi
hùp tc,.;ti(,-ing his joy, and 
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a)"incr, " Be thi.. )"our plac.c of re:,t for eVl'r. lI('re (lwell aft<'r your de.!th, :-oin('t' 
you have ('hoscu it. The ()('('3...ioll ofhuil(ling tlli... hlllN' will be .1 boud of c\"er- 
la...ting fl'ipn,I:,hip h..tWl'(,11 uo; i for h)' a t('mporal hllil<1ing Wt' !"hall, if our f:lith 
fail nllt, pn'pare to our.- .1 \"t''; n. m:Ln:-.ion of ('(('rllal -':1 f('1 y:'* 
11I,It.'l'tl, aImo...t ('Vt'ry mona....tt.ry \\a.,:L monument of the lovt' fOl' holy ml'n which 
animah..) the' laity during tl... ngc... of filith. Gaufn')", the illu..triou'i Count of 
Puieticr:-, wlw...c uohl(' an<'('..;tor:- h
u) {"ouIltI(..) :-oil many rt'ligiolls Ilou...,...., wa.. a man 
(If tIle gre.ltc...t pi('ty :11111 jll,...tiC'f,. Ill' fcHIIH1t,,1 tIll' ahh('y of Poit'tier:--, alii I gn'at 
, 
\\a.. hi... joy \\ lU'n he :o.:l\\ the ahhot ulld his monk... c- t.ahli:-.h(..1 in thi:-. ))01.1., hOIl"''', 
\\ hid. he had bnilt ti.)r tlWIIl. "Th(,lll'\'er he \\.J,.C; at Poicricr..., hc l'illfli'l'l'tl uo day 
to p.L'::S \\ ithout :llightil1
 t IIt'I"l ; anI I wht'll he (':.1111(' from a t1i...tallt'C, he \\ ould not 
go to hi... pa1a("t' I....forl' IU' hall vi...itl'll tlU' monk.., whom he u..(..1 to ('all hi... lorll
. 
Ill' 11...('tl to go into the litdaen :uIII into th' ct'lhu', :\11,1 a...k what th' Illonks w('re 
to eat that (Jay ; 
u)(1 \\ hen h . heard that it ,,'as orne (>gtr:-:, or a ('hCf'-.c, or "'Omc 
little fbh, irnmetliatel.r he woultllm)er hi:-. }mr:'t'-bearer togiv(\ mone)', that :,ome 
thing LE'tLcr might he prepared. ,rho ('HuM (l('s('rihe with what ohPtliel)(..., lil)('r- 
ality,3ml piety, he \\oul,1 JIlil1i:-ter to tlll'il" \\ant... ? how lu'n('vol('nt he wa... to all 
JIlt'I1, hut to t h..m ahov ' al1, hO\\ Imm hi.. :lilt 1 1.0\\ dcvout! "
lll'n 101"(1 of many, 
he ma,)e hilll
lf the :-o"f\"ant of hi., monks! 'rho!-o greatly honored, n<lol"ne(l, 
31H1l'tlitìed the church! ()n ont' o(,('3..;ion a ('prtain monk who h:ltl 1.e(,11 inj:In'11 
mnl(' he fore him, at till' mOIl1t'nt when 1)(' wa.. gr('atly occupi('(1 in the ('are (If 
puhlil' atJ:lir.., ...0 that hp au..\\('r,..l rather ...harpl
' i when tlU' monk, 
eeing hllu....lf 
!-li6hh..l, \\t'nt away ,hj('(.ft'(l, hut tht" duke )n rCl'ol1l'ctetl hi m"'('1f, ami \\a
 
gril,\"(...l to think that he hall lli..mi ......'(1 the :-
rvant of (;o<II-.i(1. lIe 
('ut after 
him imml'(liately, ana had him hrought ha(.k. 'flll'n he Iwggl'(lhi.; p.lnlon for 
having m
llle 
ul'h an lInkilul al1..\\('r, .1Iul gave him justicc u . to the (':lU..e of his 
l'omplaint. t 
( )f the love cutl'rtainl'() for .6\rIlu!ph, the thirt 'nth aLbot of \"'ille 
lollticr:o:, 
hoth by lUouls ant) H'cular:o:, the hi
tor)" of that rnona--1('ry give" many ill:o:t:Ln('( "'. 
"By prin('c:",," "'ay
 thl' rhroniclc, " lit' \\:1" greatly \"('uel":l1('d, e...pecialJy hv lIenr)", 
Duk.. ofnrah:lUt. who ha(1 a singular afft'(.tion for him :U1(1 hi::,conv('ut. I1encl', 
when h(' had a,..t'ml)h..1 th' great lonl... of hi:-. tf'rritoril':-. in ('ouncil, he u...etl to in- 
vite the mall of lìod to ('ome thel"f'; mltl when the nohle::, 
w him come, they u..;('(1 
to 
a
" that tlu" I.:t')" of the conn<'il wa
 I<>ft with him. \\"hen thi!i true p:l
tor had 
I"allll('() thf.m all. H!u1 h:HII)(,(,1l T('('ciw..l with \\orthy honor, he woul,1 a
k the lord 
dnke for what call'"c he h:ul (':1111'11 him into hi, pr '-"ncl', 
 h(,11 !'ucla ar(lnon
 
aflhirs were to be nl"ran
ed, 
ill(,l' it \\a.. known to him that hc W:IS a 
imple man, 
awl iu(':\pcrient.'C't! in ('arthl)' maUl'r,.; : autl the dnke \\ oliltl !'-ay to him, ' 'fy tlt'ar 
f:.lther, I have call1't) yon hert' amI received you with this honor, that my nobles 


* lIi
t. R.mu'bit:!H,i8, IIist. Brit. Tom. III. 
t Fragment, IIio;,or iæ ){f)na..terii Piclarensis spud ){artene Tl1esaur. .\necdot. Tom. III. 
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anti jUllgcs lIlar !"('e what Jo"e I ha'"c for you, awl for your whole convent j that 
the)" lUay ncn
r mole::-t YOIl or )"our:-:, but 1"a1lH'r lIourish and dt.fend you. Do JOU 
be thc ahl)ot within ill thc thing') wllieh pertain to the honor of God and the 

ah'atiol1 of :-oul:-:, alHl I will Le the aLbot without, in all things which pertain to 
the utility of yom' hou!':(', in guarding your po:-:!':( 

iOllS, and puui:-:hillg all who 

hall presumc to di:-,turh you.' This noble prilJ('e wao; in thc habit of receiving 
cn'r)" )"eal' a tUllit', matle of the cloth of our monastery j and he u
ed to !"ay that 
he feared no tlallger when hc was 31'n1('(l with 
uch a habit. ,rhen he Jied, he 
ordered hilU-;e1f to hc buried in our munastcry, whieh hc 
o dear1y lU\7c,l and 
û 
highly honore(1. ".hen his oh..;cquies had hpell ('plehrate,l in Lurmillc, rncl his 
Lody was approaching the lllona:-:teIT, the communit)" wellt out to meet it proees- 

ionally ; but wIlen we fir:;t beheld his coffin, our (.ntrails were movetl, and our 
tears fl()\\"('(I, amI we coulll not refrain tlle1l1, eonsiJering our patron, who had 50 
long (lefemled and honore(lu:-:.- 'Yho can relatc what prayers and p:;
llms and 
llla";St.s were offerC'<.l for him? lIt' kllow-; them who gave us the will and the 
power, who is GOtl hl('
:,ed for C\"(,I":',f 

\..lmo
t all the monks of Canterbury ha,.in6' hecn cxilcll by ]
in6' John, ill COll- 
!"C'qlll'nCe of theil' re:,i:-'ting his rpsolmioll to illtrwIc by force an archbi;-;hop upon 
that ("littrell, thl',e holy men pa:-::,cd into rranc(', and were reet.iyetl c"cry whcl'e by 
the aLLot:; with all humanity awl piety. The COlwt ofGi
nen, heal'iug that they had 
enten.(1 Ili
 territoric:;:, went out affectionately to nu'et (bufry the priOlo and his 
monk:-:, and 
all1ting them, lie led them with great marks of honOl. to his ca
tle of 
Toml'lwlll to hi:,> countr:-::-:, antI there hc compellec1 thclll to dine in his f:.uuily, anti he 
him:,elf of1ì('iou:--Iy :,erve\1 them at table, antI there was a grand amI abundant feast 
for thcm ; auJ though there were JllOl'C than ei:;lny 1Il0nk;-;, he pl"OviJeJ a 1101':;12, or a 
cOI1\'Eyal1<'e of !"ome kind for en.ry onc of them, anti he ortleretl them to Leconduet- 
ClI :IS fal' as 
t. Gmer by his o\\"n :,el"\"ant:-:, ufwholll he is said to ha\"e ha(l as manr as 
a IJllllt1re<l, !"ome on hor
eback, alld other:" as j,,,; the cu:,tom, attcmling on foot: 
anti when their coming wa
 allllOlllH'l'll to the convent of&t. TIertin, they were met 
PI'oce,sionally and then 8hown all ho
pitality, amI thus they pa
:'L'<l through France 
awl Flandt.r.;;, till ihe ye3.l' 1213, when tll('Y were houombly n..'Callcd to Canter- 
Imr)'. t 
TIJ(':,c (lptails are a
:-:urcdly interesting. ,rhat proof do tl}{.y furni
h of the 
me
k filial reverence of the laity , dnriul1' the middle aIreS, for l )er
olls ofhoh' P ro- 
ø b b 
 
fe..;.;;ion ! anti what an in:-,ight do tlH'Y yip](1 into the real !"ecret of that spirit of 
::iuhmis:,ion to thf'lII, fOI" whieh thi::; peri<xl of lli:-tory i
 so celltam'imlly blamed Ly 
1ll0t1ern writer:-:! Let 11:' take Lut olle cxamplc mOl'C, and that from allr of the 
letters at1llre:-::-:ed to 
t. IIil(lcganl, whieh are all \"ery remarkable. 
Philip, Count of Flamlel':', addrf'
:-:l':-5 hel' in thc:,c terms :-"Y our holine
::5 5hollM 


"" Rist. Monast. YiHariensis, Lib. 1. cap. 8, npud )[artcn
 Tl1esaur. _\.necdot" Torn. III. 
t C'hronicon _\lulrclI!-is )[ona:,lerii apud D:lc}lcr"" 
p:ci'('.;" Torn. IX. p. 5G:J. 
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know that I am prepaIT'd to do whatever I 
halllcarn to plc:.t::)o you, 1)l,'<'alhC JOur 
hoJy ('Ollvpr:-;':li ion amI \ irruolls Jife Ila..; Oftcll 
oUlull'a in Ill)" t.ll"i bwcd('r tÌlan 
an f:1IlH'. ,For :lllhough I am a 
illlH'r all(lul1\\"ortl1)", )"('t I Jove with my "Iwie 
licart the 
l'r\'ants :nul frienùs (If rhri...t, :u)(l I gladly honor the'lII ill e'\"e'r
" m:llllwr 
with yellpmtion, nome.mlx.ring that 
'rip(Urc, '
Iultulll valet. .....iJua jll::,li depl"P- 
catio.' TIl('rt'Í(>>rc' T :--('1)(1 to the gr:u'e of )"onr picf)" t11e 1>. :.are!" (If tht"'" pn :-e'Jlt.., 
my 1I10..t f:1ithflll f.l'rV:lllt, who willl-pe:.al: \\ ith )"ou 1:11. lIIe, a \\"rC'{(.heel ...illllC'r. 
..\JJll I J,...ire gre-..ttl)" t.) :-pe.ak to ).ou, hutJIIyo("t'upatioIl3 :Irc ('\"I'ry clay 1-0 urg('nt, 
that I 11:1\"e 110t lci::;ure to elo tlli... : fltr t1.' tiule nppro..1Ch..:; \\ he'll I mil to go to 
.Teru".llpm, for whie.1t ('lId I 11("('(1 gl"t'at pn'paratioll, amI ('ol1l'crning thi., c1e..ign, tu 
intimah' )"our mh.iee to me 11)" lc-ttl'
 : for I I)(..lie\"e' tIll' time of my Harne :n)(1 
action..; hao.:. often l"(.:u.heel JOU, aIul I am in grt'at JU't'(1 of the Juercy of God ill 
many thing:;!. TIaC'rpfim....,,, ith great ('aru ..,tn'" of (.ntn-aty II ,...(:11 you tn in- 
tcrcc<le with the Lord for JIlt', \\ ht) am a mi".'ral)le :nul Ul1\\ orth)" l:-illllCr, :111..1, a
 
f:lr :1S the Divinc JIlen',}" :-:ha11 ('uahl" yon, to illquire from Goel what is expL"tlipnt 
for m(', and to 
('lItllW'l(llll" :u1\"Ïe(' h,r the l)('al"e1" oft}1(,...,. 1'I"e'''cllt
, htating in \\ hat 
m:muc'r I f.houM act ill urtle1' that the J1:III1C ufChristiallily may be exalted inlll,r 
tillle
, :111e} the (lire feroc'ity (}f the :iLnlC'f'n-. rc'pr
 1, :1n..1 "bether it will be better 
fòr me to remain in that lanel or to return." 
:'uch, tlll'lI, wai the :-pirit of rc\"Cl"e'nre awl lo\.e fur holy l>cr:,:>on:o., which allÍ- 
lIlat('tl the laity or thc mi(ldl,. :a
'
 : bu('h i.., till' tl'
tilllony which ib,upplies to tho 
inhonsity of th('ir thir:--t after jll:-ti(', . It only rt'mains to d0. ' thili tli\"isioll of our 
hi
tory with wmc g(On(,'ral n.tI( ctiOIl-, suggt.:,teJ by the fact:) which have been 
pa .;:-ec.l in rev i cw . 



AGE::; OP FAITH. 


271 


CHAPTER X. 


,0 know the character of men, we do not inquire what they believe, or 

J 
 what they hope, but what they love:* which remark of bt. 
\.Ilgustin 
-I- 
 may be verified. by referring to Homer, wI lOse expre:,sion for the char- 


 ,..:..;P acter of a plople is alwa
's taken from the object of their predominant 
!c}'tf'''' affection-as where he speaks of the Taphialls loving the oar,t-as 

 al
o in any of the Platonic writers, who as:,ign places to men in relation 
to philosophy, according to the particular love which they cultivate, in proportion 
a:, they are lovers of the body or of the soul. 
If we apply this rule to the history of men during the mid<.lle ages, we shall 
not be long at a lo:-
 to determine the name which peculiarly suits them. Distinc- 
tions, indEed, and exception
, undoubtedly there were; but the general language 
held re:,pf'cting the laity, can leave no doubt on the mind of any impartial inve:--- 
tigator. It is not that they loved glory, Im'ed financial speculations, lovpd the 
law, loved a::;semhlie!', loved society-but we read constantly that they loved justice, 
lu,"ed communion with God, Im'ed the churches, loved the saints, 10yOO the clergy, 
lon
d the monasteries, loved the poor, that they despised the life of the world, 
through love of tlJe celestial kingdoms. 
Our conclusion must be-not that they fo'urpassed the ancient Romans in strength, 
or the Gauls in heroism, or the Greeks in arts, or the nations of modern Europe 
in prO\'i
ion for the material interests of the temporal society, but that they sur- 
pa
-;ed all nations and people in piety and religion; and as the Roman philo
opher 
f'ays, "in that one wi:,dom hy which they percei,'ed that all things are gu.ided and 
go,'erned by the providence of Almighty God." Full of zeal and faith, their 
]})anner
, theil' languag-e, their deeds, were no doubt prodigiously at variance with 
the standard which is seen and followed wherever the modern philosophy has 
created legions. 
They were more anxious that their country should be, as the ancient poet 
aid, 
with greater accura('y of expre:,:,ion than of thought, 8EocpzÀEõråT11v,t than that 
it 
bould \\ in martial glory or comnJercial greatllc:,s among::;t nations. The in- 
scription on a tower of Eu,.;, in 1:pper .An,.;tria, attesting the tradition of 
rark 
anù Luke having con,'crted that country, ascribLs to it the highest privilege that 
wag then the ob}.ct of :1mbition,- 


· Enchirid. cap. 
7, 


t Od. I. 1 
-!. 



 Æ-ch. Lumcnid. :-:fj!). 
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.. .\spicis e'tiguulI1l1cc 1U2II{ni nominis urhcm. 
QU.LI11 tamell æteruus curut amalquc Dcus.". 


The au('i('ut pod, too, "ho
t' V

'" ar
 ,till rl'ad UpOll the tomb of Gui(}o, 
TIishop of Pavia, in the thirh,"('lIth ccntury, aU 
 that the inhabitant.-, of that city 
gIori(>(,1 chiefly in their faith, amI in th('ir at1:.1 .hmcllt to ancicnt manners :- 


'.Laudihus Immcnsis e:rultat plebe Pnpicn
is, 
.\n I iqllllrn morern T('line!]s, ðdt.jq lie dt'cnr('m." 


"
\s nnm(',"
lY:- thcanC'irnt "riter of tlH' life of
t, fA'nohill":, "is EUppoc;ed for- 
med)" to h:l\"C njni('('(} in tlae 
poil... oftll<' ...Iain, :-0 <lil} Flnrence nnw e
ult in the 
convt.'r,.;inll of m:m
' tn tll<' Giv('r oft'h'rnal vi(.toril'.... "t E\"t'ry thill'), conn('(.tL'() \\ ifh 
tllf' 
t:ltc bore a Catho]i(' l'harad('l". On on(' :--itle of the 3lWil'nt ('oin of the Duk(,s of 
Florence "as n the lily, Wi the 'ular ill"ignia of that cit)' ; mul on the oth('r, 
the im:lg-P of its tnh.lar :illint, "ith hi
 hand rai"'l.,<1 in the ad of gi\"in
 hi... bcnl.Jic- 
tion.! Ughl.J1i (h.:-(.ril)(.... lIIon('y in the 1Il1l
('UIll of a I.:niJ,rhr of
t. 
t<'p}l('n at Pi...a, 
uf \\ hi('h one 
i()e 
how('Cl th(' }l<'l"t'tlitary in:-ignia of the ..\IL'tli(.i, anti the other a 1,,:11"- 
ful I"Cprt's('nt:ltioli orth > Ia...t juclglUcnt.
 
The I(
u)cn N.'3.1 of BnamUlul, Prinl't' of .Antioch, attach<'l) to a diploma of the 
)"('ar 11 
'O, in thr nr('hin... of the (':111011... of {
('noa, r('pn'-.('nt<.(1 on one 
ide the 
prin('(> arrlH'tl cap-:-pi,'. Oil hor:,phaek, 
llJopill
. IlOlt1inK a hannel' in hi:'Ò hand; 
:uul on tIll' otlll'r. tIlt' t\\O apo:o-tl('..;, 
t. Pt't('r amI 
t. Pau1.1! 
The lUell ofthp-.(' a
('s dung to the glor
 or tIll" ['atholiC'ity of their st:lte, ofth('ir 
ill
titution..., of tlu-ir hi...tory ; amI (''\.ulh'Cl in that prerngati\'(' in the :--:llne m:llInt>r 
a... Plato,' :'opluK'I<,:--,** n"lIuHhCll(
 tt :nul...l-:
('hY]II!',t! (.bim('ll for tlwir nations 
tIlt' honor of hl'ing 10\'('(1 h." no,1. 
,rhat ""('111('(1 aho\' · ('\.Pry thing :ulruirab]c in )Iilan, anti worth." of uni\9('rsal 
prai:-e, wa..; not it... won<Irou"\ catll('(lml ofmarhl(', or ib \-('Ilt'rahlc 
\mhro
i:lII ba..:i]- 
i('a, hut tlu' <1C\'(l(lt fopirit, the 10"'" :nul rt.'VCrf'llee (111.1 )i\'iu(' wor:-hip, \\ hidl, from 
r"Jnotl' antiquity, 1.:111 hl'C'n a C'hara(.t('ristic ft'atnr(' ill tlu' 1II:l1ll)('I'S of it... ('itiJcn:-.

 
,. For l'h.mity," !-a
.... 
r. Bl'rl1arti to tlU' (;('l)O(':-,'. cc l...hall IH'\"l'I" forg-l.t 
 our de- 
\"Ol1t pcopl<.', your honorahle Ta(''', your i1Iu...triou..; ('It)'. "tllI In hi... (1a."
" ('\"('n the 
graml('11r and rcnO\\n of (
('noa \\prr lUatt('r
 of a :-('('()lulary ('()IJ!--iIIt'mtioll to its 
(h-votion :\Iul C:uho]i('ity. '\'niL'e ('njo."l'tl rnaratillH' ('mpin' a III 1 an illllUl'n:,' r "- 
nown ; free from n.motc ag(.... ; pO\\"l'rful, not, !-o 1Il11ch hy prol':I!!:lting as b
" pre- 
scrving liberty; iJ]u."Ïtriouc;, frolll tit' concord (If it:-, ritizpu..;, the \\ i:-(lom of its 
:-t.'llat
, the ortlel' of its lllaO'i
traC'Y the (,fllIit\' of it
 J .IIIIIT('
, th(' }"('\"('}"('I)('(' in:- l )in',l 
r"'" .' '''1... ,., 
by its Jaw:" the gravit)' of the fathC'r:-., tll<' oh(.dipllN.' of thc peopl<.', the clo(l'lelll
 
of the aged, the lllo<ll,!'ty of youth. But all thl':-C titll':i Wl're forgotten, a
 of 110 


... G
rmnDill Sacra. 1. 16. t ltll1iol :::'a(,ln, lit. 14. 
 If!. 111. 
.. '[,'nn. ". a:dip_ CII). tt }'ph.t. 1 \'. a EUI11t'nid. 1-/fjU. 
II Epist 129. 



 II 1. 4"'0. 11<\. IV. 
 ;
. 


 Ita1i.\ :'a{,Iß, IV. tJ. 
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weight in comparison with the glory which belonge(I to it from having yielded to 
110 (.ity of the world in attachment to the Catholic religion, in which it wa::) Lorn, 
amI in which it grew to that:-;tate of magnifieence, 1->trpngth, amI felicity which ren- 
der<'d it the admiration of the world.* "In this, I often con,.:idered m)":-:l'lf happy," 
8ay
 Simon ::\Iajolus, "that I was educated in .\
ti, that ancient city of Italy, so 
full uf Cathulic institutions amI rite:" and holy men, and whieII Ilad been always 
fn.e fmill the contagion of here
y ."t Conseq uentl)., the:-e were not men cor- 
re:-:ponding to the type of the poet TIon:-;ard, who could heap his prai:"c:-; equally 
upon Catholic princes and an Elizabeth of Englaml.t They haù offcring., but 
for one altar. 
The Emperor ,... alelltinian was about to subscribe to the expense of Pagan ritc
. 
"\rhat will you answer the priest," said St. .Ambrose to him, with holy zeal, 
"when he will say to you, 'The Church lloes not desire your gifts, Lecau;:,e you 
ha,.e adorned with presents the temples of the Gentiles? The altar of Christ re- 
j('cb your donatiolls, bec..'Ul:"e you have made altar:') to idols; f()r no man can f:er,"e 
iwo ma::)ter
. "
hy (10 yon !'eek the priest:5 of G04..1, wIlen yuu preÎer to them the 
profane petition:') of the Gentile:') ?' "
 
Xeilher the honor nor the de,'otion of the mir1r1le a 6 es woull1 ha,Te merited the 
prai:-:e which Cm'<l
Ul bestows on the dexterity of the freed men of the ancient:'); 
" fin' whl'n," 
ai(l he, "they were mo:o:t faithful to theil' lord:o:, yl't they dill 110t 
incur the re
entmf'nt of their 10rtI':.; enemie:'o=. \Yho wa:-, more an enemy to Cicero 
than Anthon)"? yet the latter's displeasure was not inclIrretl b.,. I..allrea or Tyro, 
QltllOugh they werc men obedient to Cicero; and inlikc mannel. did Epaphroditlls 

urvi,'e Galba." \I ,. ''''i,.oruUl bonorulll e
t, admodum ira.sci," 
ays Cicem.1 
)fen who had smiles for all opinion
 amI al1 action
, would ha\ye been con
idered 
a-; calumniating the Author of nature, who ga,'e it the power indicating di:-:pleas- 
LIre; and as forgetting what i:o: recort!<.d of the immaculate and Divine Lamb 
himself, who is said to have looke(l round upon certain Jews with indignation, 
being grieved for the hardness of their heart::;, to whom tllU
 two pa
sions are a<;- 
cribed in one verse. ""
 oe to the country in which the Church ha:-; enemies, and 
from which the cry of the poor does not rise to IIeaven again
t them! " 
The philo:o:ophy of the middle ages recognized a legitimate object for the exercise 
of aU the pa--sion:5, which were gi,'en by the Creator, and intended for the noblest 
pllrpose
, and which, when applied according to the design of God, are ßû many 
in,.:trulllent-; of the highe:-:t good. IIea\yenly graces, in Catholic time
, were grafted 
e'"en UPOIl human a:-:perities, as gardeners contri,'c to make ro:o:e:5 bud from the 
stem of briar:o:. This is shown hy St. TIona,-entura, who :,ays, "De..ire 
be1ong.-s to man, that he may long for spiritual and perfect delight; ang-er, that 
he may never consent to crime, or to the enemies of God; grief, that he may f(.('l 


... Italia Sacra, Tom. V. 1269. 

 Epist. X
\.X. 


t Id. IV. 334. 
I Prudent. Ch it. cap. 8;]. 


tIn Le B(\cagc. Royal 
De LegiLus, I. 7. 
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tlu' C'llorlllity of ::-in, mItl the wrC'Í<'lu'Illlcss of <,xile from hi..: h<,avt'nly <'otmtr)" ; 
jn
', that he ma
" njoi("e ill Ood, Ulul III tile hop(' of po:--:o-t:..:--ill
 him for C\ger ; Jo\"e, 
that h(' may lo\"e Go(l abun
 all tllill

, mul hilll
df awl hi..; Iwighbor for God 
UlHl a('(.ording to God, :H)(l all tll(" \\UI'k
 of God, h('(":lIIN..' 1lla<1(, hy him; h()pt., 
th:lt he ilia)" C.1..p<'t.'t IIIPrcy aUll gr:.wc in a futUl'c life; fl':lr. tl,at hc m:l)" (In'ad Jo
- 
iug no(l for l'\"Cr ; 
hame, that lit' ma
- (1(
\'cr darr to ("ommit sin."* 
Thc 7('al of Ill<' midtlIl' :lg( 
 \\mald IW\9cr It an' Iwrmitt.J men to .1lIopt the linc 
of arg1l1l1<'lIt propo..;("(l by 
ymJlladlll" to till' Empl'J"Or Y'all'lItinial1, \\ 1)('11 he 
.1
''', 
prayill;; th:H the Ullcil'llt wOI"Joohip ufic10t- mi
ht bl' maillt:lilH'(l, "Eaeh ..ill.. h:b 
i
 ('U:.;tOIllS mlll i
 ritt.... TIU' ])i\.jnt> lIIind lwrll (li
tl ilmtt'<1 to citi(,.. \"a)"iou
 
guartli3lls :111,1 lUo<1(:o; ()f wOI':--hip. It i
 right to p.f<ocm a" one and the :;alllc 
\\"h.11e\"cl' all \\or
hip. \rc IM.holll tlH' !o{lIl1C I'ta
: the hea\'en i.. <'Ommon. \\llat 
doth it mattt'r h.\" \\ hat prlHl('))('C (:1(.h lIIall 
'(.k.. the truth? Tllt're i.. 110 pos- 
:-ihility ofarri\"ill
 at "'
 great a 1"1'('ret h
- 011(' j01lrn(')-. Bllt thi:-- i
 the di
pnta 
tiUl1 of the idle" rIal1 lIeh JUllöua
(', whieh i:) nl:-õo that of the n}()(l(,"II
, het'u 
heard ill the miJ(l1e nge:--, it wou1<1 have oc't'n met with the "orJs of
t. .\mLr .. , 
who rl'plil'S on thi... ()(,(':1..ion :-,..you :-:1)" we (':.1Ilnot arri\.e at òO gr<..at a 
ecrct by 
one jOIll'IJI'Y! \rhat YOII }.,IIO\\ lIot, we have I
 nown by the voi{'{' of GI...1 ; at"l 
what you "l't'k hy glU';o;"I'i \\ p hay.. fc'II11l1 b
" the wiN.lorn Dnd truth ofGo(1. TIIt're- 
fi)re, your thought'i ngTl'C Hot \\ ith our:).t" 
C'prt:lin it i... that the" hole f-pirit ofthp middl{' ngl's wus opp.,..('(l to the 

-:::trm 
t('rnwtl of the ju..t 1J1("(liulII, which i
 :ul\":I11( ('(I, allll, a,.; \\e n1a
. 
:IY, ('lIIhrOlI<'(1 in 
thc..e bu('r (1:1)":0'. But how ('(HlI<l it ha\'c h('l'n othl'rwi:-.(', !'-ilH't' tll(')" Wt'rc :Igt'
 of 
f:lith, n;t'sofpoctry, a
(''': of honor, ng-('.. of profcmllll philo!'-ophil' 1\I('(litation 011 
the origin and lIe:;tin)" of man. ,. 1n nature, as \\ell a::, in human life, and in 
moral )"clatinn
, light nncl warmth are ill:-' parnhle : one powt'r, whieh g-i\'l'
 light, 
imparts warmth; wlH're thi.. i
 ah"cllt, tlH'rt'is ('t('mal (1arknl':-"', I\Iltl ul..o all 
cÌ<'rnal col,l of 11<'3tl1."t 
\., Fil' Philip 
i(ll1(,Y a(lrnit--, ill his lettel.... to Qneen 
Elizabeth, "if a. Catholic I,'a mall, he l11u..t nl'C<ls ha\e that manlil
e property, to 
llcsirc that other men f-hould be of his mind." Our an
tor:" in fil(.t could no 
more !--uppo;o;c that one (ludrille coul<1 he the rl';o;ult nft\\'o contrnr\" principlt':--, than 

hat parallcls {'ouM ('\"('r join. 
To 
ay nothing of failh, th(' !-pirit of thp milldl(> ages was too Platoni{'ian to ad- 
mit it. bOl'ratl's !--P(,3h"; of Inen whl) arc a kiwI ofmit)(l1,. chaT:lrt('r b
twcell a plti- 
lo:-oph('r a 1111 a politi(.i:m, wl.o think tlJPm"l'h't...; to hl' dl(, \\ i
t.'..;t of 1I1l'1I : (fncpoì öÉ 
,íyor;VT{'(l fi"vlrl , he :111<1", ";llVl' fi"'(
TCAJ;. }lfTP;Cù
 }It v J àp qn'Ao(f()lpía; fXflV, 
}lETpíCù; öl 7t'O"\.rTlRc.JJ, 7ávv E":; EÙ.:OTO; 'AùynlJ, for tlw)" partahe of hoth Õ(fOY 
E"ôfl, :nul C'njoy the frnit
 of \\ j":llolll, \\ ilhout illcurrin
 its (1allgrr
 and ('Ont(';o;t:o.. 
"The po..itiuJ1 of the..:e men," )"t.'plil':i CI'ito, "II1U:--t be mlmittl'd to be !--pl"ciou
 and 


· Dc TII fllrm:lt. Hom. Inter. cap. 20-cap. 36_ t S. Ambro!'ti Eptst. Lib. V. S1. 
t Fredrich YoU :'ch]egcl. PLlÏlo
oplJic Iler GC-c11ic:.tf', 1. 21. 
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plausihle." "It i:-; so, indeeJ," continues Socrates; "hut it ha
 more plausibility 
than truth: fur l11('n, and all uther things which are placc(1 ]Jt'twccn two thing,.., 
must nece;:,f:arily partake of the nature uf both of them. Tho.,e that are betwecn 
evil and good, must be better thall Olle, and wor
e than the other. Tho
e that are 
hetween two good thing,.;, and not the 
ame with them, mu...t he .wor!'e than either 
of them. And those that are hetween two ('\'ih:, mu
t exceed each of them in e\'iI, 
inasmuch as they must partake of the evil of the one, :-,uperaddeù to that of the other. 
So these men, being, ill fact, the thin1 from truth, endl'avor to .seem to be 
fir,.;t." 
-\..fter showing that tlll:-:e }>l'Ow1 prete1H1ers to 
uperior wisdom, in oon- 

equence of their s
.:,tl'1Il of just me<1iull1, are, in reality, but the third from truth, 
he cOllclude:-; by oh;ervillg that "they a.re objects rather of pity than of anger."* 
Xor is the doctrine of the moderns sallctiOlll'd by the Ethic page. "Thing:-:, it 
is true," says Ari:-:totle, who, in language at lea,.;t, must always be oppo:,ed to 
Plato, "may be corruptel1 in two ways: either through exce;:'::5,tJ7rEpIJoÀli
. or 
through deficienl'Y, V;T' ÈvôElaç.t The perfect mall, therefore, }l1íTE 7fÀEOV

El, 
}l1íu i;\'ÀEÙUl.! True, a..: he admit
, every e'\:cellency shulls equally excess al1<l de- 
ficiency, and seeks the true medium; hut, then, this medium he oò:;ervcs, dues not 
consist in the thing, but ill ourselve:-:, }dõov ôÈ, ou rò TOU 1CpáY}laro
, d;u
 
TÒ 7fpÒ; lí}lã=. Therefore, this admi,.;:::.ion is reconcilable with every po:;..
ihle lat- 
itude for the devplopnwnt of religion, virtue, and art; hecau<:e the man whom God 
has elldowed with a gn'at ,.;oul amI 
uperior ability, may do thing
 which might be 
ex{'e
:;; to another, while to him they cun::;titule the medium. "
hereas the "'lIppor- 
ter=-, of this sy'4em stupidly accuse m
n of exaggeratiun, if they 
L'è them pprfi,rm 
deed:') which surpa:o.:; their own power. )Ioreo\yer, the btagyrite cOlH"ltu1es that, 
strictly 
peakin
, there can be no exce:"';o. or <1efieiency of \'Î rt lie ; for a:-, this con,.;i,..t5 
in the true medium, whenever this i::, o\yerpa:-f-ed or lInat1aineù, men altogether 
in.9 
In regard to political amI moral relation
, their sy;.;telll is equally el'roneOllS, and 
renders men guilty of what the poet Agatho cOl1<1emns :- 


ró JÛV 7ráp
pyov Ëpyov wS' 1íyoúU
VOl, 
ró ô' 
pyov wS' 7ráp
pyov 11l:1tOVOVllo!VOl,1 


Xeutrality in per
on
, as well as in 
tatl':;;, is generalIy the wor:;t of all parties; 
it is generalIy onI)' a system of indifference, allll of an egoti,.;m ilI-di:-:gui:-:p(1, 
which generally meets with its proper chasti
emellt. Xeutrality never :"'('Cl1rcs. 
either honor or glory: it is aI ways more noble amI more u
eful to 
how onc's !'el fa 
faithful fri('nd or a declared opponent, than to remain indifferent to all the worlJ, 
and render service to no one. 
 So thought Ta
:-:o :- 


· Plato, Elltbyùemus. t E
hic. Lib. II. c. 2. 

 Ethic. Xicom. Lib. II. c. 
lagnl\ )loralia, Lib. II. c. 3. 
I Clemens a\lex. Stromat. Lib. V. 14. 
... Dc HaBer, Restallmtion ùc]a 
cil'DCe Po]itique, Tom. III. 40i. 


t Iù. c. 6. 
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.. E 
('ept Tatiuc, nune 
Of nil rhe (
red.... \\l'lIt with the Chri..tJRn bost: 
o sin, 0 1'1I:nul', 0 Greece, accun-'d ftlon
 I 
Dill not thi
 Cuttl 'uu affront tu)" COllst ; 
Yet 
:Ltte..l thou Iln idle luoker-on, 
Ami elml atteuc!l sL \\ hich side' won or lost : 
Ko\\, H II1tJU be " boud 8].1'e vile hccllUle, 
No wrong 6 that, but God's mo
l rightcous doom. ". 


This 
ystcm of uor1dJy wi:o-()('m, moJeration, nnù 1ihcraJit.r, in an nge
, might 
1)(' typilh.d by th(' tf('a...on of (;al)('10n, Pt. per.-u:ulillg ('harJemngne not to follow the 
dic,tatl':-4 of hi.; 0\\ n JH'foic 
ellt'ro...ity. "l.ilc "f:1itll, 0' 
I.'" T('.'[ulJinn 5:l.'"
, "know...; 
of no nL . ....itic...;,"t thi:o; rult' of Jifl' admit,:) lhe I1l'('(.......ity of Euripide:o;, to kill onc':, 
mother, which the 
ta
yritc 
ay:o; i ouJy to he Jaughl'cl at. t 
TIll' (oatholic pruùence ofth ' mic)dJe ng' dictate.l gmciou' thought
, and I"('n- 
dert"l the.' language of l11f1n 
.) amiah1e, that the Church couJù cxdaim, ".From tlu- 
mouth of tlU' prudcnt pro('t'C\It'th hOlH')"; the. \\.(.t'tIU.:'" of hom.y i:o; und('r hi:-ö 
tongue, and hi, 1ip:.; cli..;til Io-Wl'(.t IU'........, rhe n.forlU("l pruclcnce of lUoc1ern tim(
J 
",hieh ha..; the tholl
ht... uf ,Tuc];...., :,:lUdiol)..; :mc) :.ppbucl-; Pilat .'s moti\e, who hc.'- 
(':.ll11c:l<lpicic]e, "vo].'"" popul()"ari...fa('-'re."
 
rell <,"...lll this hitter prndeuC'.e ]ihcralit
"J 
tll(' ju:-t mc.'tliulll : lIdJ J
IlO\\S it und('r tll(' 1I:1IIJC' of \thei
m. There i.... wretdw() 
vietim... were !-ecn hy tIlt' gre
lt nante, whpil hc c1c.'
'I)(k'(] in 
pirit to tlao
e r('gioJl:-; 
uf eternal grief:- 


.. () mnsrcr I what is thi, I IIPftr? "Imr race 
.\re thC'sp, who !-('cm Sn o\'c'rcome "ilh woe" 
He thus tu mc' ' nlÌ
 mi. ('mÌlle f.tle 
SutTt'r thc \\ rdrhl'cl f-oul" of tho c who ]jv'c1 
"'ithout or pr.li'l' or hJ.unc. "hh thltt iJ] h.md 
Of nngehl mix'c!, \\ ho nor JchdllOll8 ]uov'd 
Xor )l'l were trlle to God, but for thern!'e]vcs 
,,' ere on!)". From his houncls Ill"" en drove thcm forth, 
:Kot to impair hi:l Juc;tr('; Dor till' d,'pth 
or h. 1l11"('('in's Uu'm. lest th' ac('ursed tribe 
Should glory thence with t'xnlrntion ,nin.' "I 


During' the age.. of faith, thii "Tt'tc'h('() 
tah' wa.... 1
llo\\"n only n
 a thing that 
had h('(>1J wei
ll('c.1 and cOIulc'mnc'(1. ., Thc.re arc ml'n,"..a
"s St. B()Il
l\"cl1tum, "who 
C:llnnmiate \"i.-tup ; who call :-.ilf'nre m..J:IIlC'hol)", 
r.l\"ity pri(h', the zeal of ju...tic'e 
1":1...h juclgnu.nt, tll(' r('por..;p 
lIlc! tl'alJquillity of .1C'\"otiolJ bzim:-:i and inclitft'I'('I)('P, 
mortific'atiou iu(li:-('rNic)ll, 
iÙlplicit)" ft)l1y, the' fpa.' ufGocl \":tin fo'cruple:" !-'piritual 
retre
1t, tlJ<' 10\"(' of :-illgularity, moc1('
:y h,ypoc'ri:.;y." St. Thert'
 31:-öo c]c....cril)('.; 
nwn ,,1.0 alw:ty;o; f('ar that a g0()(1 action wiJ] cau..t" a 
reat mi..('hief, nlle1 who 
H'eml,() as if the demon had ta\l
ht them to prophe!-')" future evih a thou:-Ö:lIHI )"('al":; 


* I. 51. 
I Hcll, III. 


t De C.)r. Mil. t Ethic'. Lih. III. c. 1. 
C De :"'t.pt. Graci. ViI. :::'piritllal, C:lp. 52. 


.
 
rßrc. xv. Vi. 
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bdiu"e tht.y arrin
. Tile unerring text docs not deelll it sufficient to !-'a)", in prai:-e 
of one whom it cOffimcmb, that prudence is in the word of hi-; mouth, without ad- 
ding that wi:"dom re:"tcd in his heart. In contradistinction to the fears of 
pnuIence without wi
dom, the :--pirit of the middle agl's required men to throw 
thcll1::ielvc:) upon the sea like St. Peter. "If I were a per:-;un who lIlight be de- 
f'iretl to give my opinion," say" their great repre
entati\'e, in regard of the noLle 
my:"tic spirit, "I would uc\'er mh.i:;;;e any per
on that, when any gootl inspiration 
dill often 11100'e ancl 
l't upon a boul, it shuullI gi\"c it over for fear of not perform- 
ing the work. For, if one go onl11el"ely :11\(1 purely for the only love of our Lord, 
there lIeed:) be no fear at all of goud 
u('ce;o;:", 
ince the same Lord is powerful 
enough to prevail in all thing... : amI let him he e\"cr hlessed. .\men."* 
It is in life, as ill l11allY art..; with 
IIClt prudent mintl:", "DllIll satis putant 
vitio earera, in idip:"urn ineilhmt yitimn, quotl yirtutihus caren1." St. Bonaventuf3 
i... of the same opiniou :-"0 dt'\'out 
oul, ill whom Chri:;;t i:" at length 
piritually 
born, fly nU\\ from the 
ociety of the wicked! .\:-;el'IllI with 
Iary; Feek the 
coun--cl::; of spiritualmcu ; endeavor to follow ill the foot
tcp
 of the perfe(.t ; con- 
tcmplate the wort]:; and actiolls of the good; fly from the poi:"onou8 coun:"cls of the 
pen"er:"e, who al ways seek to pervert and to hinder, and to quench the lIew in!'pira- 
tion of the 110ly Ghost, and who, under theappearance of good and piety, ponr out 
their venom ofimpiou:o: tcpidiry into the soul, 
aying, '\\
hat you hegin is too great, too 
arduou
, intolerable, be.,"omI your fo'trengtlt. Such things become not your state: 

-our honor and rom' re:"pf'ct will be dimini::ihcd Ly them. lIeu heu! quot et 
(planto
 maledicta ml1ndialiulll con!'ilia snpplanta\'erunt, ct conceptum in eis per 
t'piritulll fo-anl'tul11 Dei Filiulll (.xtinxerunt.' Tltis is that rui:-:erable amI deadly 
potion which kills amI <,'x,ingui
hes the fh:ed rc:o:oh'e. But there are other:o: who 
seem, and perhaps are, good amI religion:", and yet, '
alvå corum reverentia,' who 
are too timid, not remarking' that, a... Yt't, the hamI of the Lord has not been short- 
ened. ; hadng azéal toward:-; God, but not :!ecording to knowletlge; as when, through 
compa:":,,ion for corporal affliction, or fear of natural weal.:nt;...:" what tltey see 
other::; pl'rform manfnlly, mIll what they judge to be good amI holy, ther do not 
dare to begin themseh"e:o:, amI eyell k('ep back others f!"OllI the works of perfection, 
di

l1adin(! them, and :-:
l\"in<r that tÌtl':o:e thilws exceed the state of ordinan' life, or 
..... , ;::,;::, . 
that they do not a
ree with their imperfection, and will, therefor<" furnish aju::-t 
ground for accusing them of ltypocri:o:,". Do you, then, 0 :--'ml! fl
" from the..;e 
unlearneù counsel:", HnlI :!:"cend the "lUountain ,,-ith )[ary."t 
"
hat is the intelIi b l:'l1c(, which ('an tlet<,'rmine the ju
t mediulll in religion? 
Duns Seotus !'ays that there can he no eXL'f':;:'5 in tending to God hy desire: ::: and 
St. Bernard says, that the measure of the lo\'e of God is to have no mea:,ure. 
" If you have an infirm and ealiltly mimI," 
ays 
t. Bonaventura, and the men who 


* The Life of the IToly )Iother St. Theresa, I. 6. 
t S. Bona\eutura. de qllillqlle Fc
tivilatibu
 pueri. Tom. I. 
t In Lib. III. :::-eutcnt. Di-t. XXYL {), I. 
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would :nodif.r and gi,"c law
 to the Church 3re not, in J;eneral, men E'xactJ}. oE 
('mpyrcal1 l'OIlCt.'it, "you will ('oJ)...idt'l. tlH' h'.l4 
(>r\"i('('.. th thc gr('.ltl'
t, ami what 
is a., nothillg ,\ ill "('t'm 1I10...t diili('ult to you; and tho..... things \\ hil'h you" oul,1 
willillgl.r òo Cm' ).olll'
df, (JI' fc'r the 10\H"l friend. 
.ou will think too J!rie\"OIh to 
he Jone for the IIi;lw:--t God. Till' infirm P).(' "ill abhor thc il"'3.diatioll
 of the 
truc 
lIIl ofju
ti('(', amI will (h'.-il'(' to \\:,11", in (lal'km'
:"' j)"Ol1 will triumph O\.cr 
:-.piritual meo, and .rOll \\ ill not kilo\\" that you are your:,elf triumplU'd over by de- 
mon:;."* 
The ..tead). uncompromi-:ing zrol t.f the picty of the middle ag('q i"i obnoxiou9 
tn the ta...te ofmod('rn philo
()pl\('r
. Little (':111 tl\('y 11I1dt.'r:-tan(1 the eOlhtaney of 
that poor \lul't'n, )lary of Scot.... to ..un;... nil impri...onrnt'llt of nim.tt't'll ye.lI':-', :tIltl 
then a crul'l (It.ath, when, :b 
tl'plu'n P:a"<Juit'l. rl'marl.:s, if sh( hall rt'nuUllC't'tl the 
Catholic religion, f'he knc\\ that hel' pri"'f)ß doOl . \\ ould have fin\\ n o
n inul1('(liate. 
Iy.t Tht.'Y woulù ha,"e nU'n imitatc .AI<.'ibimle.., who lI't1.1 to 1)(' ,cell, \\ lat.'11 lit 
.Athen..., j('<..ting, :uul h'l'pillg ho....t..-t, :II1t1 :ulopting an ng"t'l'
lhh' ruode of life; hut, 
\\ h(,11 ut 
p:1rt:l ('utting otl' hi:-- hail', :uul \\l'aring a ('10.11"" and u...ilJtr tlie ('01<1 hath j 
wh('n in Tlir:1Ct" fightin,r :111<1 (Irinkilw j and wlll.'n he vi-;it('(l Ti.....;aphl'rm>.., a..;- 
HllUill
 tlrc Im.hit... uf 1l1'\.ur)' and eUèmillatc rcfiULment, aUtl whercver he went, 
ntlopting the m:mllc
 of tIH,..;e with whom he fcH1I1(1 him...df. 
Thl' mi(ldle :1:;t''';, 011 the cOnll-ary, aclmirl'll Ep:lInillfllllb..; or _\gl'..ilaw., for, 
Ihon
h ('lUlv('r...illg \\ ith mall)" diffl'rl'llt men, :1Iul ,"i
itiJllr ,'ariOlb ('itil''', th.
. al- 
W:1
'''' al\(l ('v('ry wll('rc I'n-:-('r\,("(l tlwir 0\\ n lIJaIJIlf'rs ami <11" ''':', and mOflt.' flf life. 
Tht.y :ulmif('(l Plato, fur being the bdme at 

'r'.ll'l1-;C lli- in the :l(':\(lem
", :lIul with 
1>ion
":--ills:l" wll<'n "ith Dion.: Thf''';c fornlt'r are nll'l1 "ratlll'1" point-d('\"i<.'(' in tht..ir 
:u'counU'ClUl'lIt:- ; :L... loving tltcll1
('h'(',,;, tll:1n [,l'pruing lovel'''i of any otlll'r
. TiH'Y 
fi1l1l'
" that till')" npP(,:lI' mo,t wi";t', when tlll'Y make the grcatc...t outw:ll'd !'hnw of 
illliitfi'renl"t': ke<'ping Whah'ycr rdigiolh b 'ntiruent tlae}' muy I' J, ...r...:; hurit.'tl with- 
in th('ir 0\\ n bl"(':1...t, as if it 'H're n trl'a'-url' flu' tlu'IU:--('ly(':, aloll(', \\ hil'h no one l'lse 
might ("""ll look ut. In truth, how(,'.(,I", tllt'Y an' gt"lt'l':llIy m('u \\ itlltlllt allY fi
('(l 
detl'rmiul'(l priul"ipll':i : at on(" moment th..y arc Iwal"d elilogi7in
 till' ('atholic re- 
li
iolJ; .lntl at anotll('l', ('OIlll('lllnin
 filill ,corning it; likp tlu> Emperor' .\tlrian, 
who, at onc timr, prol'o" to ha'"c Chri,..t 3.tlored 3
 God, :11\(1 at :lIIotll('r, ppr:o-c- 
('ute:' th(N' \\ 1.0 \\ ()..
hip him. Th(' man of thi
 ela,..., i
 tll....cril)('(l It
. ;::'oc:rah" 
as one who c:tlls :marehy lil>l'rt)', intt'mpt.r:lIIt..f' gralHlt.'"r of 
onl, anti ilJ
ol('n('(' the 
Ulark of a rig-lIt eùumtion. \\11('11 
rtl" n old, if he !-.houltl ...nb...jtlc into a It.',..
 
troubh'd 
tatt?, it will be on1r to gi\"c up tit(' cOllllnand ofhirn...(.lf to" ho('\"('r ...hall 
fall to him, 3."i it wpre hy drawing of lots: one time the :--1aye to thi", man, uml 
another t'J that; h:wing an equal re
J)('('t fi>l' aJI, m'ôE}líav åTl}I
'2.úJV, a
' \' if{ 
z"(fOY -rpÉcp6J'V. anù not regarding :':0; true the 
yiug which may be alltITl:-,....d to 


.Stimu1. Divin. Amorh, Pars II. cap 5. 
t Vide Plutarch de Dig-nos. YeT. .\mlc.lX. 


t Rcch('rches Ò(' 18 France. J.th. YI. t
. 
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hIm, that there are 
ome pleasurt...: proceeding from good and honorable desires, 
and others from evi} ; aud that it i
 n{'ce:-::-:ary to pursue and honor the one, but to 
pUlli5h and ell
laYe the other. But from all this he dissent:; with a throwing 111) 
of his head, amI says that all are the :;ame, aud that they arc to }y
 honored alike, 
I\al ó}1oía
 CP1lð1y á7r'áC1a
 EÍtyaz, Ral Tl}1'lTÉa
 El; l'<Joy. So he lives evl'ry 
day ind ulging graciou
]y in every de!'ire that occurs to him: onetime, getting drunk 
and playing on the flute; at another, drinking only water, and confining him
dfto 
a slender diet; at another, stripping himself for the gymnasium. There i:oò a time 
when he is indolent and indifferent to every thing; awl there is another when he 
applies diligently to philosophy. Y' cry often he take:; part in political affair:; ; and, 
as it were, by Ftarts and bOIlIHls, he says and do
 whateyel' happens to please him, 
If he should ever feel a zeal for certain wars, he i
 borue ill that directioll ; or for 
making money, he is carried off in that. And there is never any oreler or nece-;- 
:;ity to him through life, but, cOllsidering this kind of existence sweet, anù liberal, 
and happy, he continues it to the last. Duch is the life of a man enjoying all thingf' 
equally. c{)rre
pomling in character to that of the democratical 
tate. * 
He who does not recognize ill this portrait the oppo
ition between Catholic and 
modern till1e
, when it is expre:-:
ly 
aid that ancient manners should be changed 
for lIew, corresponding to the politiml cOllstitmiolls fecently adopted, will ha,.e 
rea(l Plato but to little purpose, 01' ha,'e but marvellous scanty knowledge of the 
philosophy of these two epoch... in the hi
tory of man. 
If we now cOll
ider the zea1 and fervOl' of the ages of faith in relation to that 
standard of the beatitudes whieh tlll')' ('J1(leayored with all their 
trength to fol- 
low, we shall find f'till strollger grounds for preferring them to the f')"stem which 
h
 been ('reated by the indifference of latter times. "It is one thing," says 
Richard of St. Y"ictor, "to follow good from desire, and another from mere 
coun
el; it is one thing to do good with gt'cat delight, and another from delihera- 
tion alone. The one is gooù, like siln
r ; the other is he
t, like go]ù."t "\rhat 
a difference," he exclairu:òò, in another place, "between cold and red-hot iron, be- 
tween soul and sonl, between the tepid and him who is inflamed with Divine 
love."! 
To the gift of :o:trength and courage corr('
pond:') the fourth heatitude,-" Reati 
qui e:-:uriunt ;" for it requires great :,trength, a:-: St. Augu
tin 
ays, "to labor 
and obtain the sovereign good, and 
() lea,'e earthly thing:..:." .And 81. Thomas 
say:-:, that" it is an arduous thing', not only to do good but to do it with thirst and 
a,'idity:' 0 how maje
tic and in
pirjng are the word:oò of St. Bonaventura !-"'re 
nm4 hold the lanc(' of zeal again
t tlw a
:-:au1t of vice, again
t the atta('l,.
 of the 
devil, of the fte:-:h, awl of the world. Of thi:..: bnc(' we read in .Jeremiah, 'Polite 
lanceas, induite vos 10rici
.' It i::; with the lanee of zeal that we must contend 


* Plato de H.epub. LIb. \1111. tn. de. S. Victor. òe Emditioñe IIominis Interioris, Lib. I. 24- 

. Iu. de Gradibus Viol
ntæ Charitatis. 
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ägaill::it eviL J f you do not hold out the lane'l' of zeal u
ail1st \ iCt. in this world, God 
wi}] put forth Uw 1.&11('(' of his wrath ngaiJ1l'5t yon in juclg'IUl'nt, .. 
TIll' zl'al of tIll' miIIJI__. :1("& hlt-d. iwll.'p(l. nothing to rec'omml'JHI it to tho 
fau or of utilitarian philo:o>ophcTH, or of self-inter '..u.'cl refornwrs. ",r e hun> in our 
<1u
 s;. 
a)s Full('r, "many who arc forward tlJ offer tû Ooel such zeal which 
not onl}" co
t them nothing, but wherewith they huve gailU,a gTl.'ut (':,takß. ,.. 
Sue'h \\u:-: not till' Catholic ,wul : neithl.'r did it rl.'
l'lll ble t1U1,t of the motlll.'r of Junll
s 
and .John, "ho cum' to :u1or' Jesus but only to 1"..1 that Ill'r 
OIlS mil"ht be pro. 
mot oJ. to dignity. 
tillle was it the Z 'Ill of .MachiaT'elÏan snphisÌ8 and artful rulers, 
"ho, likr C:t.thl'rilw tlp 
rc'clici
 and Ric1ll.'lil'u, l'r:mmcr, awl Eli7l\lwth, wrought 
80 many dl't'th.; of hypoC'ritic'
il rl'no" n. .. All that." :\.
 Pa'lluil.'r BUYS, U was dOl1a 
Ulull'r u elitTc'renl lumlll'r from our' ; for thOðC \\ ho wcre born under the true 
rdigioll, knc" that thcy hac! to maintain it Christian by zl'al and d 'T'otion, not 
by political dis<:nul1;c , unless they wislll'd to spoil all...t But it \\ß8 the fen or ot 
8 Pl..tpr, the ufTl'dion of l' ,John, tJlt' 
orrow of n 
lagelall'n the con:-tancy of an 
AlliIn''''. It \\a.'i thl' zl'al whieh Dante hearcl commelllomtl,<1 H umiclt!t rl'fining 
flume::, wllt'n t\\ 0 8pirit.i of the s\\ iftly-mO\ iug crowd, which on'rtook him, cril.od, 
wl't.'ping, 'HI..... '(1 
an',' sought" ith hastc the hilly region...t J t was the cal 
of the sJU'plu'rtl:; ILIlcl of thc magi, who ('aunc to Bl'thll'hem :-" Y on ðl-'
 how the 

h('plll.'rc1:-: h.,...t"n." 
lYS :,t. Amhro..... " fur no Hm> "ith illllitTer('Il<'e Hl't,1
 \. 'hrist. " 
It was thl' eompliment of tlu,t chamC'tl'r \\ hich th ' Church n
rio' to her lay con, 
(e&;Or:;. wlll'1l she l.xc1aim:" H Eccc humobilU' 'lul'relu, T'crus D >i (;ultor, ab tilwlli 
æ ab omui malo, et permancns in innocentia sua. .. 
B)" the law of natun', hy the commallll of (;oc1, awl by the consent of all 
nation
, i:, t1w rf',lo.:onahle CI"l'aturu bUUllll to C\ incu zcal for the honor of tht 
(reator. IIt'ar, 0 Y' 'upportl.'rä of the just ml.'tlium 
 how a heathen bag'r> re:\- 
soneel within him
clf, wlll.'11 he heard men att3ck a merc abstract ,{u
..tion, which 
inyoh cd, accoreling to his judgment, the inh'rl'sts of Hi\ ilw truth :-" For I \\ as 
afmid," he 8ay:-, ., It'st it "ouhl not bl' holy. 111\\ ing Lel'n prl..:-'t.'nt wlll'1l ju
ticc 
wa:i rl'pro:u'lll'cl, 1L1lcl "hl'n it \H1:' 
iel to b' I, than injul'5ticl.', a sourcc of hap- 
pin
, to gJ\l> up ..ui P'I J}m/tJ,'i.-, in ip7r1tUVTa, "Ut GIIHLflU'" -ptJfyyf.tT- 
Bat. ..
 
It W;t,8 110t f1trangl.', tlll'fl.'(ore, tlUt.t t11o:O:t who hungl,rt'll awl thir:O:h'cl uft__'r justice, 
tihouM h:t.n. Lt.'cn alwaY8 fl'ally to 8:1.)', with hol
' [:-ir:t.l'r
 king. "Zclus domus 
tu:p comeJit nu
:" l..'\"incing till' zt'al of Ull [gnatiu:; for thc glory of (ìotl, tIll' z('tll 
of " :-\l. Louis for the f'xalt:.Ltion of t1ll.' l'hureh. tIll' Zl':.Ll or till.' knight h'lUplar 
for the tlcf__'nce of oppn'sS('cl hn'thrl'll. thl' zl'al or an .Eli
iu
 for th' 
h:t.tion of 
mcn's souls. allll for thc fl.'c] ucin:., nil things to till' ob('eliellce of faith. 

rl.'n must W,t'<.ls I)O:'sl:'
 heart:-. out littlp a1i,e to the hol)" tlt.'licacyof tIll' faith, 


· Thou
'ht
, 
4.'i. t Rt'du,',ochh tit' I,t. F",1I1c+\ III. ::J.
. t Pun!'. X\ïIl. 
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who are unable to comprehend 01' justly appreciate the form of' expression which 
the zeal of the middle age frt.'queutly aùopteJ. \Vhat more bedutiful ()ffcrings 
could they have lllaùe to Heaven, than their tru:;t, their reverence, their love, the 
overflowing ðeutiment., of their soul
? Lewis of Grenada points out this zeal in 
contra:-;t with the admonitions of human prudence. "Penitent 
Iagòalen comes to 
Je:ìu
: rightly," öaith he, "but Jet, 0 woman! JOu should wait for a proper 
time, that you may find the Physician alone, that JOu may lJot make your conver- 
f.ion a fable to the world. :x 0 time is le
s pruper for tears and confes"ion of sins 
than the moment of a feast. ",.. ait a little, then, till the gue:::;ts depart, and then 
)'ou may h
l\"e a fitting season for weeping and penitence. ' I cannot,' she replie
, 
, endure the horrible face of sin, even for this 8hort space.' Anù so we behold 
this prudent woman fearing neither the number of the guests, nOlO tll(' judgmeut 
of men, nor the contempt of the Pharisees, ami coming in:;tantly into the pres- 
ence of Jesus, when, not content with watering his feet with her tears, bhe wipe,:) 
them with the hairs of he.' Ilf'ad. \Yho e\'el' heard of such bervice offered to any 
king or empel"Ol', that hi:-; feet should be wiped with the golù.en hair of women? 
Such, however, is the zeal of true disciples to con:-:ecmte every thing beautiful to 
Christ."* 
The moderns, if we judge from their general manner uf philusuphizing, would 
<1i
cow'r in an act of thi,:) kinù superstition or hypucrIsy, amI the ùevice of a bell- 
sual unenlightened piety: our Lord has, however, decided against them :-"Prop- 
tel' quod dico tibi, remittuntur ei peccata muIta, quoniam dilcxit Illultum." The 
lily, which i
 secn in bO many of the old dc\'out paintings of &\ints was, 
in fact, a symbol of the delicate susceptibility belonging to the zeal of the mid- 
dle ages. "The lily," as Christine de Pisan says, "is a tender flower, 'et de mou]t 
petit hurt (':;t. froi
sié et taché.'" Sneh was the affectionate devotion of men, 
that they wOllIJ)lave shunued the lea
t indication of 1112glect and imlifference as 
a cl.ime. l\Ioùerate in their expre:;sion, guardetl and timid in their jutlgment, 
"jure videri" being their stronge
t sentence, always did tho:;e who had imbibed 
the genuine influence of th2 Catholic religion, take in the visage the stamp of that 
right zeal, which, with due temperature, gIows in the bosom.t 
The faith of the midùle ages wa:;, in a certain <1pgree, the fruit of their zeaI, as 
Lewis of Gl'enaùa oosel'ved. "For faith," 
aid he, "is lost, when a man leads an 
idJe, uscJe
-; life; in accordance with that "'clltence of our Lord, 'Qui 1131>et, Jabitur 
ei et ahllndahit : ab eo alltem qui n
m habet, et quod \'idetur ha1>erp auferetur a1> 
eo.'" And St. .Ambro:-oe likewi
e sa"8, that "faith unexerci
Exl quickly withers 
away, dries up, and pa!;
e!; into perfidy or here
y." 
In concJu
ion, one may ob
erve, that to the eye of f:lith the character of the 
miòdIe agps appears most admirah]p, when viewetl in contrast with the ma- 
tereality and indifference to all interests of a spiritual nature which have supersed
,<I 


* Lurlovic. Grantens, in festn n. l\lariæ. )lagdaJ. Conclo. Y. 
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it in thcf,()('idy ofhttcr tiuH':-. From tlh' <<lawn of the J'('ligiou
 r .volution, tlU' prog- 
n's.., of human llliuJ:) in this ,1il'l'ctiuu I)('('alllc IWf('l'ptihlt". ::5hakt':O;I)(.are him.' 'If, 
\\}JU is :-l'at('(1 
o uear D.wte, may occ:t:--ionally furni:.;h an <<'
ampIe; for in what dot':) 
he tall 
hort of the gl'mt ma
tf'r, unll':--.-5 in t hat impr{'
...iv{' 7('al :II)(ll'ol1:-tan('. and 
lC1n
' 
r:ullh'ur, ,\ hil'h c1i...tiugui:--h the fl'rn'lIt di:-cipIt.? It i.. that he II:IS the 
\\an.rillg of au age of eriti('i:--rn m' of trall:--ition. Olle p('fl'l'i,' .. that th ' "'pirit of 
Luther haJ aln'..1(1)" Lrmtlu'll upon Eurnpf', aud that eloud... of (louLt hall l'Oll l'Ch '(I 
upou the hori Oil, thrf'att'uiug to d
I'I...('n h
. (lpgf('('; the Iw.lluifnI !'ok)" of the old 
Catholi(' pm 

'. \('t"(H"(lingl
' Olil', who Ila-- (hank (l('t,p of the "'pil'it of allti(l'lity, 
pro('l'l'lI
 IIU\\ through tht' fh.ltJs uf IH()(krn litpraturl' Iik' Dante thruugh the 
r
óion of ÏL-e in lH'lI, of whidl he .'L)'S, "and I, tremhling, W{'lIt t II rough that 
d('rnaI ehilIm........" "lU'u ex po '(1 to the iuflul'l1f'C of the books of modprn :-nphi...t..., 
the mil)(ls of wen appear to oc'C(')llle frCY.'t-houlHl al1,ll'outractl'tl : th(>...(' })(':-,tilpntial 
:-tr('ams :u'e :-urc of thl'il' t'f1
 ('t, hO\\('Yt'r "arm am} gl'ueron!o, may he the natural 
tli"'po...itiull oftllt' nation th(')" may rav:wl'; like tho;o-C 
\lpine \\ater:) oft It(' Po, in the 
ridl Lomhan}ian plain, whieh a.,toni:-h th ' tr-.1\"cller under the rc."plendeut sun of 
Italy, h
' tlll'ir ('olll and t-a,'agt' paleu ........ 
"It \\ouhlIÀ' in vain to di:--
'mLll'." S\)S Pcli:-;:"\HI, "it is to .\11 im1iffl'rl'I1('t. and 
to a gent ral ulIl'(.rtainty (If (Ioct.-illt'... am} religion, that the l'OIlfn...,'(1 idul"i of our 
hrethl'cn It.:ul U'i in...(.n:--ibly, but quitl' traierht; ther CUillot even thl.'lll Iv' 
top 
it \\ Ill're tl1l')" \\ uultl wi
h, howt.'Y('r tlll'Y may talk about fUlldaml'ntaI poinb."* 
During thf' miù(H{' a
 ''', lIIen the fartJll'...t rellll)\"l',1 from ('('Cle...i:t'-ti,'al infllll'nct', 
like C:mbn, '\l'I"C r(,.uly tu :ulmit tIll' prnpo:-ition "hich hl' Jays down in hi.:. wOl.k 
on wi";tIorn, tlmt "uo m:Ulner Of
OV('I'ning a rppuhlic mn he U..;{'fiil which i. di:-join- 
C<} fl'OlI1 religion."t But, iu tJIl' gf'nl.'raI :-Iw('k gin'l1 to an{'il'ut prillt.iple:"o, tho...e 
which rt'lated to the ôtahililY of empire ,,"PI'e al...{) (i'I(,:-tiolU'd or :-;et :1,.i,1l', I II the 
n'i
u of thp ]
t \
aloi:--, a party W:lS ft)rml"(l in Fl"all(,(" among till' rn'at, lIlull'r 
the name of '
thl' Polit i(..ll," w!tieh ('}'()
' a rnit),l1t' pia" hetwl'en the Catholics 
amI Protl':-tanH; :lIltl tlm..; openl't.l th' way to that RHcial m..terialism, of which we 
Ii \"e to ð e the dc'.l'lopmc'nt. 
FmucÏ:- 1., through hu..;tility to CharIls Y'., (':1JIin
 t1.(' Turk... into Fllrop(', amI 
Delli Pt'(}ro I L, of Arr:l
on, joining tilt' party of the Alhigeu:-'t" in Fram'(\ Henry 
11. pt'r...t.entinb' tIll' r('li
i()n... inuovators in Frauc'(', amI encourng'ill
 them in Gpr- 
man
", Philip II. of 
paill, 
l.'crt:'t])" fOllll'lItilJg the int.'lonaI "ar
 (If FraliN', amI 
making rt'ligion an ilHr UlI1l ' nt of hi,;; mnhilion, TIl'lIr)" 1 11., a ){;ll'hi:n...Jiall 
:--dlObr :lIul c1i:--l'ip1e of Cathc.rilIP, who l"arril'(} religions ÎmIiffl'rclIl.'" to tlw gl'eat- 
(.
t iCIig-th, t'lIdt':I,'oring- to fìlJ(} a hablJ('C Lc.t\V('en f:.lith amI Ill'rc:--
r, II('lJr
" I,r. 
formillg all alliancc with all the Prnte:;tant bo,"prl'ign::; uf the north, in (}I'(]pr to 
illjure the hOll:--l' of ..\.n:-tria, Ri('he1iell rurc;:uil1
 hi.. rea
ons of :,tatt', with nttpr in- 
diffel"('lIcc to the ,"ita I int(>I"(':4s of religion, t r:lI1:-ferrilJ
 the government of the 'Va1te- 


. nl.ßrctions sur ]es DifT"ft'Dlb tit' IlL Rt'Ii
i"n. :--"('(. VI. 
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Jine, which was Catholic, from Spain to the Protestant Gri:o:ons, exciting the Prot- 
estant princes of Germany to carry devastation into the Catlaolic countries of the 
south, and seeking every occasiun to .strengthen their fùrt.'C, 
Iazarine following in 
his footsteps, the Congr
s of 
Iullster b3n('tioning the doctrine that the interests 
of the earth were totally foreign from tho
e of IIeaven, and that, in matters of 
religion, every thing was true which í'uited the purpose of king:.:, who were inde. 
pendt>nt of the Jaw of God,-puLlic1y e:-;taLlishing the principle of government, 
that there was nothing real in society Lut its material interCðts, and that h'uth and 
error could no longer be distinguished, J'uler", and often tyrants, employing 
the ceremonies of faith for a worMly end, as Thucydides says of the LacC(.læ- 
monians, that their armies marched to the sounel of many flute
, OU TOU 8Elov 
XåplY, but that by means of the l'ythm, they might be k
pt from falling into dis- 
order,* France, supporting the preten!"ions of Sweden, and every conce'ì:-.ion to 
the mo!"t detf'rmined enemies of the Catholics, her government taking offence at 
the cry from the pulpits wh ieh resounded with the persecutions of the Catholicc; 
in England, and when the poet, Loui:, Dorleans, warning the French to beware 
ofhere...y and tyranny, le
t th{')" should suffer the same per
ecution, published a dis- 
course to that end, which De Thou ascribes to his fanaticism, ordering the work to 
be burnt, and bani!"hing the printel' fWIll France,t-all the
e men thus, as Pas- 
quier says, 
Iachiavelizing, in order to gain the reputation of ability, and a:.:cribing 
eyerr d('vout act to the snbtilty of worldly wisdom, u'-ing the pitiful 
hifts of 
po1icy, and profe:,:,ing to follow the royal road of tho!"e 
aintly potentatps who 
dcfendeel the Church of Goe] in former time
, whi1e even the unrcfll'cting people 
could clearly enough discern that they were only treading in the dark and con- 
fused labyrinths of human malice-prppared the way for the establishment of that 
purely parthly repuhlic, in which the thirst after justice is superseded by the 
thirst for advancement, and the authority of highest God made sub
ervient to that 
of man; as if the popular notions of the day were the 
entence of a supreme, 
almighty tribunal-final and irresistible. For have you not mm'ked the reply 
which is on every tongue when there is mention of sanctity amI justice? Is it 
not always made in such term5 as these-""Tho can resist the spirit of the age, the 
force of public opi nion, the will of the people ?" Such was the languagp of tho1Õe 
fou] worshippers in the Apocalyp
e of ble

cd John, who were heard cl'ying out, 
in their stupid admiration, "Quis similis bestiæ ?" That is "'Vho can do 
uch 
gr
at thing:;;, and who can fight against him ?" that is, resist his will? "For," 
says Richard of St. Ytctor, "with such admiration win the reprohate regard 
anti-C'hri:4, that ther wi11 think it impos
ihIe fOl' anyone, hy retaining his faith, 
to resist him."! The wi:-:e:-:t of nwn acknowlec-lge that it wi11 be difficult. ,,"T e 
must do as other
 do--it is the custom of the world." "V æ tibi flumen moris 


· Lib. V. 10. t Gouget, Bib1iotbeq. Francaise, Tom. XV. 269. 
t 
uper Apocalypium, Lib. IV. c. 4. 
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humani," ('ri
 St. Augu:--tin; "qui
 rp
i
tit tihi? quamdiu non biccaberis ?"* 
There is no point agaill:-'t \\ hidl the holy Fatlwr:-õ warn IUpn lI1ur"e )"('pl.atl'dly 
than this. c. Beware/, -..ay
 
t. EUl'hcrith to Yalpl"ian, "of the maxim, that we 
I'hould do and think \\ ith the multitude. 'Vhat will it 'rve us to have fcJlJowN 
thi... multitude, when \\(' c.;.hall appenr at the triuunal of God ? "ïl1 it be thpre to 
tlefcllù u:s? ""ill its folly ju"tit
" ouJ"!o: ? &.t us I)(>ware of 'ouch a d('lu
ion. Let 
u..; lIot relloun('c 
lvation and happitll.:-'.
 hl'cau:-'l' 
uch a lI1ultitmh' lo
e tlwtm.t'ln
s; 
let us not ("('a..; · to watch ht:'t'3I1:--P tht'Y tol('('p : IN l1i J)ot haroen our hcart:-, hf'cau
 
1 . . 1. 1 " · 
t Il'Y are 1I1
'lblu e. 
,r e J"{':U) of the Je'
, infL'<1et! b
" the manners of the Gentil('g, that the hol
. plav 
were prnf:U1t'tl amI the t)()lemn ft......tiva1s no longpr ob",.rvcd : "X PC !'impliciter J uòæ- 
urn !"l' (':,:,l' qui:-qllam confitabatur."t So it was in Catholic :-vci(.ty ,,11l'1I the at- 
nlO
phpre of the IH'W opinion:o; l)('gan to eIK'ornpa...:; it. So one had ('oumge ,.imply to 
couf, him:--clf a Catholic, hut eitlwr he was one morf' liberal or di
('{'..ning, or in 
..orne \\'a)' distingui
hM 
 a
 to r('(.'Ommcnd himself to the favor ofth '-P who had 
practic:l]Jy or a'"
)\n'(ny rcnounet.>Ù the f:.lith : he critici"t.>Ù, objeded, mOllified, (,'011- 
(,l'tll'tl-till at It'ngth, weak mall! he e:\.pt'ril'IH.('(1 wh.lt. is dt''''C'ril)f'() hy Plato, that, 
"yielllin P I'Wp hy "ft.p a little, tllt'
 
man c'on('t.
...ion
 all accumulating, at la"l there 
"a"; a great dC<X'ption j ami oppo:--ite to what he h:ld at fh':-ot contemplatoo, .llld I i lie 
thll:"\' who play nt tIll' game of pt'teia without ,",ufficient skill, wll( fincl thl'm"eh'C::t 
:It length t'xelmh'tl from the line without having wherewithal to rl'..;tHup theÏl' plac'e 
ill it, 1'0 thi:; mall ill the ('lid wa.... I'Xdlldt'tl, aUtI h:ul not wllt'rewith to answer in 
thi
 other kind of pet ,ja, whieh con
i
tt'tl not in peg
 hut in 1"C..'l"'Olh."t 
.Ah ! th -. cavils of the moc.lern:-o, calling out for ruodification, indicated a Fpirit 
widely at contrn. t \\ ith that of the 10vcI":) of ju
tice during the a
t:" of faith, when 
men I"Pg".ln.l('(l the C'hur('h with love
' eye..:, U!o' Thucyclidp:; !"a
-
 of the ...\.thcui- 
an:i in reg:!n) to their citJ-<'Onh'l11platin P, clay hy cby, it:; VO\\"t'r unci grandeur, 
anù being %1S it were it.::>> suitors, "-a; Èpaðrà; y,ypojdvOl'; aVTli;.
 
})hilosophy her!ò('lf might have prp,'cntPCI men from heing deCt.ivt-'c:llwre. '
I f," 
sa
'
 Socmtt'...;, "UP affirm of a })('r
()n, that hp love... any thin!!, it i
 1I('('c.
..;ary that he 
should show if we uflh-m truly ('()n('('rnilw, him that he doc:; lIot lo\'e cmc part of the 
ohj('('t, sndllot anotlwr, hut that IIC' hwcs it :lIl, m
 rò J.lt y cpr \oÜvra lA-Elpar l , rò 
ô; }IIi, å
U.à 1flip arÉpyopra. ""itlle::5 the ùi'position of me I) in the love whi('h 
binds them to tllt'i.. tlt'arp:--t fricI,(I:oò. In th
p they }O\'e (""('1) what might 
m 
dcfc<,ts. Thl'). havl' pmi
 lIven fi)r every variC'ty of fi.atm'e. AI'e they of dark 
('ompl{'
ioll ? they h3\'e a manly aspect. Are tllt'Y fair? they are the children (,f 
thc gods: ancl 1"0 wilh every thing, in !'uch a manner, that none are exch1t)pc1 from 
favor. TIlt')" that love winc too hav(' an {'
('u'e for {'very foIort that might he in- 
ferior, loving all wine: and men that are ambitious of honor, if they cannot have 


* S. August. CODft.
s. Lib. XVI. 
* De Repub. I.ib. VI. 
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the command of arm ips, R('('Ppt that of a company; and if they are 110t honore<l by 
the gre-dter aIul JUor
 noble clID;.:;, they love to receive homage from the Ies....er amI 
ba:'l'r, being altogether lovers of honor. So that when we t;ay anyone loves some- 
thing, "e mean ,to imply, that IIp loves it in every furm. In like manner, then, 
the philo!'ophpr is f:ai(l to he a lover of wisdom j not a lover of OlJC part only and 
110t of another, hut of all wi
dom."* 
How then could it be said that a mallloveJ the Church-and without that love, 
what was he in the eyes of Heaven ?-ifhe were continllal\y objecting to :-;ome part 
or other of its discipline, or e\'ell perhaps of its doctrilJe, according t
 the delusion 
of the moment, instead of evincing a universal and generous effusion (If heart, in 
tenderest love for every thing that had relation to the mYi"terious mother of faith 
and sanctity? 
I know indeed the cen!'ure to which such reflections will expo
e tho!'e who ut- 
ter them from the men who have the words liberality and modera
on ever 011 
their tongue. ...\.
 this is not the moment to meet them in close combat, it will be 
hetter for the prei"ent to fly than to await their impetuous om:et; for the modern di
 
pntant comes upon the Catholic like &amallder when she ru
hed against Achil- 
le
, calling out to her sister Simous, thinking to vanquish him by means of a flood 
of waters, to wash him away, as a shepherd boy when caught by the wintry 
torrent. It was a fire which the poet summoned to the assistance of his hero j 
and it will be well to remember that it is the fire of divine charity which will fur- 
nish the mo
t effectual means of repelling the mortal influence of that cold and 
desolating flood, hitherto unnamed by human tongues, which is <lirected to over- 
whelm all that is divine and heroic, under one uniform and cheerle:ss waste. 
But it is time to bring this Fifth Book to a close. \Y (: have seen what was tne 
thirst for justice (luring the ages offaith: we have seen how it was indicated in the 
recognized vanity of parthly possessions, in the unwearied voice of the Church 
night and day, supplicatillg-in the solemn and beautiful order of the festivals, 
in the love and fervor with which they were every where celebrated, and finally, 
in the devout 
pirit and holy practices of even that class of men, who were the far- 
thest removed from the 8anctifying influence of the Christian altars. 
It remains to inquire, what is the evidence of hj
tory respecting the tempor-al 
yerifi(':1tion of the Divine 8entence, that those who experienced that thirst should 
be filled: and a review of its yii"ible effects and consequences 
hall therefore be 
our o<x:upation in the next Book. 


* De Repub. V. 
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CHAPTER I. 


ifJ OW let us to the blind, external world descend, for some will say that 

 
 , 
 r \ we have hitherto seen only shadows of justice on ideal ground; yet, 
iN > reader, after we shall ha,e left the region of desires, and ad''Rnced some 

 
 space along the path on whic1
 we are now entering, which seems with 
t
! more realities beset, you will perhaps, at times, be well content to haye 

 incurred that charge. There may be moments in which you will feel 
like the pensive traveller at twilight hour, who journeys on through an obscure, 
cold forest, when he looks back with regret to the pleasant cloister's pale which 
had received him for a short space at noon; brings before his mind's eye the rich 
garniture of i
 sanctuary, and imagines that he still gazes upon each peaceful 
nook, which he had noted with such interest, remarking how sweetly it was fof 
prayer and meditation meet; thinks too that he sees the solemn hooded men, and 
their youthful disciples, assembled in angelic choir, leaving no place vacant, while 
rings aloud that quick melody, 


u Te lucis ante terminum." 


Your feelings perchance will resemble his, when he contrasts this scene of peace 
and order which he has left, with the desert around him, dusk with horrid sh
,des, 
and with his own wild state, solitary, wending he knows not whither-when oOer 
the broken passes, now each moment darker, there comes a gloomy sound, and a 
wind impetuous, sprung from conflicting vapors, drives all its might against the 
forest, plucks off the branches, hurling them afar, while bCabts and shepherds fly. 
"Bcati qui esuriunt et sitiunt justitiam ; quoniam ipsi saturabuntur;" truly 
mystic words of the Divine Ruler, which seem at first to promiæ no speedy con- 
solatIOn j for how can the natural thirst, ne'er quenched but from the well where- 
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of the woman of 
amu.ria crave,}, h
 l'ypr ::atiatc,} on that l'srth which is no
 his 
kingdom? It is trlll', a eOllfhlt'nct' in tIlt' ultimat' triumph of jU8tic' chnradl'ri/l'd 
in :L ,ery remarkablp m2mner tilt) IIlpn of the midùle ages. (, One finds," S:'Js 
"'illiam of Jumit"ge, "in ùlmost l'\"'ery pa
e of 
cripturc that the son's hou
e is 
o\"'erthro\\ n by the iniquities of a \\ icked fathl'r, :Lwl 
,l:,o com erRl'ly, that it i8 ren- 
ùerecl firnll'r by the merit.:, of a good lathl'r.... 
pl'akiJlg again of tho cOllque
t 
of England b)' \\'illiam, the -'),me historian beholds only frl'
h proof of the justice 
of God. Ie The Engli::,h," he ba)ò, were punì:;heJ for the murùer of thl' innocent 
Alfred, amI for tlll'ir n.'mors('lp.....
 II1:LSSaerl' of Tou:-tain : :\1.\11 on the following night 
God avenged t11l'111 in cau:,illg a grt'at :,l:uwhtt'r of tho X ormand
, bt'c:Ul:-'t' they 
had 80ught plundl'r, ami (thl'ir ft't,t had b 'n :,\\ ift to shed hlood.'" t Such ob. 
&'r\ntions af" common in all writers at that time. X('\t'rthe1
:'8, profoundly '\\as 
it felt in the lu'arts of those thoughtful I1lpn that the hcatitude arising from the 
Spt,ct.,c1t' of jU:,tiCf wa..
 not rl':,ern'(1 for U1l'nt hl'fl'. Follow :--t. Bon:n"l'ntura in 
hi
 mp,litatioll'ì on the Bapti:,l's tIt'nth: Ie 0 God, how dilht thou permit this?" ex- 
claims the' 'raphic doctor, (( \\lUlt is to bc thought of this, that John bhould thus 
dip. who \\".18 of such perfection allli sanctity thfit he was thought to be Christ? 
Consider tht' gr('atnl':'..
 anti e
celll'nce of John. Pl'tt'r is crucified. ancl Paul is put 
to dt,:1th \\ ith thl' swortl. but Yt't tho difrnity rt'main.. to tho prl'Cnrsor. Home IS 
purpled \\ ith tho blood of 
[art)'r.,. but John is sùmirable abo\"" them all. ,rho so 
gloriously announced? "ho thus fillCtI with tho Holy Ohost even in his motlll'r's 
womb? Of what ot1wr man clOt's the Church l'eh'hr21,te tho llathity? It wa.s ho 
who firf;t prl':\chetllwmmcc; it W:"-i hI' who haptizetl the Killcr of (Hory. 
J ohn was 
a patriarch. but tht' chief find ('nd of patriarchs. John was a prophet, but more 
than a prophet. John W':\S an an
l, but chosen among 2mgels. John wa..<.; an ('\'an- 
gelist, but he fil'Rt .mnouncetl thc (ro
IX'1. .John wa.., a martyr, but betwt'l'n the 
nati\"'ity and the tI('ath of Christ. He was th ' voice (crying in the wildt'mpss,' the 
precursor of th(' Judge. th' herald of the "
ord. If now you contrast th(' ('xl'('l- 
lcnce and dignity of John with the profouncl wickedness of tho. who slew him, 
you will haye a just subject for astonishment; ancl. if it be sllowablt' to f.;a
' :-;0. 
men of murmuring again:,t God. For a.n (''tccutioner is sent to cut off his head. 
as if he were the vilest murderer. llchold him. then, re\"'crently and with g-ricf : 
see how he offers his neck to the executioner anel bends his knees, anel gi,.ing 
thanks to Gotl, laJ's down his sacred head upon somo block or stone, and patit'ntly 
{'ndul"l's the strokl'. Behold in what manner John departs-the intimate friend 
and relation of our Lord J csus. " t 
You pere('in', rpader, what strong language WfiS }X'rmitted in the middle ages, 
in referencf' to the delay of justicl'. swl you mny conclude that it certainly was 
not by the beatitudf' of vision that just men expected to be satiated. on earth.. 
1I0w. then, you will ask, diò they interpret this divine promise? 


· IIist. Nonnan. Lib. VII. Co I. 
t 
Iedita.t" Vitæ C'hri
ti, cap. 30. 
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It beloJ1g8 not to an historian's part, to speak of its present and liteml accom- 
phsìunents 111 the hearts of men by the operation of th('
(' incffable mY8teries of 
the Pas:;ion, designed by the Eternal 'V'isdom to fill with di\"ino justice the \\eak 
and fragile ,'es8cls of the human nature. * Only on what is visible to mortal 
eyes amI producti\'e of fruit on earth can he be required to speak; yet not less 
important is his evidence within ju
t limits. to show how the sa.cred thirst oì sweet 
desire might be at once partia.lly allayed. Let us hear the gracious worùs again: 
"Beati qui esuriunt et sitiunt justitiam." "Xot the satiated, therefore," COll- 
cludes Hugo de St. Victor, "but the thirsty are blesðed ; for," continues he, "all 
the gooll that mortal life can attain to, is to wish for good, since to possess it is 
reserved for the future life. If it had been 'blessed are the just,' who could have 
applied this to himself? But having regard to our imperfections, and compas
ion- 
ating our infirmity, the Divine :Master pronounced those to be blessed who de- 
sired justice."t Here a clue is given to relieve us from our embarrassment, and 
to encourage us to proceed in the present history; for, having pointed out 
the t.hirst or the desire intellectual, which animated men in the middle ages. aIllI 
being about to speak of the effects discernible, we infer from it that there is no 
necessity for our undertaking the task which the objectors wonld lay upon us, de- 
siring us to exhibit that fulfilment which is only to take place when the Divine 
glory shall be revea1ed to human eyes, where souls shall never more hunger or 
thirst, but enjoy that fulness of pure and everla'3ting joy which the prophet tells 
of, when he says, "Satiabor cum apparuerit gloria tua.'.t No, excepting by the 
ardor of desire and the light of faith, that glory had not appeared during the times 
of which we trace the history, any more than to these latter ages, or than it will 
appear to those which will succeed while the present state of things endures; for 
whatever some vain speculators may suggest, from time to time, to entice and 
deceive unstable minds, the infallible page forbids us to expect on earth the un- 
resisted reign of ju
tice-" Donee finiatur sæculum, sursum est Dominus. ,.
 It was 
in fact enough therefore, for our purpose, to have proVl'd that the men of the 
middle age
 felt sorrow at the spectacle of injustice, and boro that mystic and ex- 
pressire sign which in old prophetic days was shown to the man of God. 
Xo one, howm"er, required to be told that the Church, by snch indications of a 
spiritual thirst. understood something more than barren sighs or empty symbols. 
,. Constitutmn l'
t," !'ays an ancient author, "veram devotionem non tam in 
precationibu8 qua.m imitatione consistere."
 :::'he knew of no justice towards GOIl, 
which did not inclc.ùe allalogou
 duties towards ma.n; of no beatitude for th08' 
who wpre unwilling to combat, and who did not exert all their efiorts to win by 
perseverance the celestial crown. 
U Xon enim dormientibu8 divina beneficia," says St. Ambrose, used obsef\'an- 


· Ludovic, Blos. Sct'iniolulll. Spiritua1e. 
t Hugo de 81. Victor, Eruditiones Theologicæ, Lib. .1. tit. 134. t Ps. 16. 

 St. Au
n"t. de ('on"p{'. dist. 2. n Instruct. novit, III. c. 4. 
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tibus dcfcmntur.... Thc hL11
lU\
l' which slH' ßlMTl d mery c\cning to hcr COlU- 
hatallt
t 1't':,\.'lllbll.d thnt of " gl'lll'ml to his troop
 whC'll in an em'IllY's country, and 
might Im\"o lxaen takC'l1 for a p:
ge out of Thucydidl'
, 1\8 thut which giH'S till' 
words of Xicias to bis soldiers on the retrC'at from SJracuse. II Be coum u 'eOU8. for 
thcre is no plar Iwar where you can with indolC'nc(' and (:ffcminacy be saved," 
W{ f&lì úvrot XWPCOII i'Y'Y
{ mroc <<II pn
aUfrHfJ'Tf( ".II1t1U'1Tf.t 
In t}w middle :lg". this nt ., 'ity was forcibly anti brieflJ c'XprC'&-:c(1 by the 
Idter of the mystic branch first used with such signification of Pythagoras, and, 
in Christian timC'8, ndopu-d by 81. Isftlorc in the Etymologictl to rcpreænt human 
liff'; the 8tt'm signifying youth, uncl'rtnin .L8 to its \H'J
, and tho right arm most 
tmluous to (lenote tho lu,horiolls path of jU
til'l>. t Tho
l> will, indeed, haH
 read th
 
l:18t book to littl,. pl1
', who will n('(.'(1 much 
unm" hl.re; for to 10\ c .mð. 
\\ orship the divinity, \\".\8, as the Church cl ecl a red , to be just. :::;h. pmv -ù to 
Him who tihowt'th tilt' light of his truth to Uh)
(, "ho C'rr, that they may return 
into tIll' way of justiCl': that all who I1l:Lllu profl'ð8ion of {,hri:-tianity might Il\'oid 
till- thin
:I whieh \\ere h():)tile to that 11I1rn(\. 8mi follow thl' . which were iiuitahll' 
to it. 
 It wa.:;. in short, an univers.<ù con\ iction during the mi(lùle a C
, that 
Ill'ithl\r dcsirl' nor t-Qrrow, nor pra.Y('I"8, nor hymn:-. nor fe-:tinlls, nor any exercis 
of rl.ligiol1, could bl' morl' than vl,in, unll'Ø8 .Lc('omp.mi('d "ith works of justiCl
, 
in ohl'tlil'nCl' to th' di\ in' Inw
. E'"cry ono knl'\\ that UH'n' \\ ero two Wlt}"s, 
a:
 .J ohn. the monk of Cluni, oh
 It in writing the life of ::)t. 0(10, in which men 
..ould ùecome apo..tat.s from Hod; "that en.h man mig-ht dep.J.rt from hi
 Crea- 
tor C'itlwr in ft\ith or in "ork
; and thut 8
 Ill' who (lC'part.'d in fnith was an 
npo
tatl>. 80 h.. who rpturnC't! to the work:-; of :-in withòut (10ubt wn.
 to be l'OIu
id- 
crt'C:I an apostatl'. nlthot1.,h ht' might "ID to hold faith. ... 
.. En'r
 Catholic." 6a\"S HaL:m 
[aur, "ought to cldti\at. all \ irtues equally, 
that bl'ing nohl,y 'ldorn('(l within and without, hl' may he a worthy gue..t of the 
Eternal Kill
. and ùC'inrr mountNI in tilt' 8pirihml ('lmriot, may pa.
 on to th(' 
("'('rl
ting country. He O\1('rl1t to 8h1lly pnlllcuPl'. he ought to be fille(1 with uuder- 
f:t.mdin
 aUlI justice, to be I't'ligiou
 anù humbl('. with fortitude to pOBS mag-nan- 
imity, ronfidpllce. p.ltil'neC'. pt'
'Yl'rnnct'. nml with tl'm)wruure. to be cll'mcnt and 
rnolh'ratc ; and ahovl' :,11 thl'se. hI' 
hould have ))('.LCU ILwl charit}" which is the 
bond of perfection. '"-. \\' > hun' 110t, thcreforl'. in the preceding book been con- 
\"f'r
ing with airy visions, and un..ubstantml r'veries, for by the triple hunger and 
t hin.:t which Bernardine of ðienna distinguishcs a
 that of jU8tiC<' of grace, anù of 

lor
'. men ga\'c thr'o things to God. honor to hi
 ('f(,>ator, 10\ n to his Hl'det'mer. 
anti fear to his Judge; thre.{' thing
 to him:-:elf, purity, watchfuln
, and discip- 
line; and thrce to his brethren, obeùi('Dce, concord, and beneficence, according' to 


· 110m. Lib. IV. in 
p. 4 Lucæ. t Lib. '.11. 7i. t hitlol"i Elymolog. I. :J. 

 Third :")und. .1ftf'I' Ea...tf'r. n Bibliothf'('4.l Chunid.{'t'n...i
. 4ft. 
.,. JÜhani \lal1ri df' In
tltl1th II C}f>ricorum. Lih. Ill. c. 
;. 
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the social relation in which he was placed tow
rd8 them.. It belonged to tho 
wonderful character of Catholicism, in consequence of the eucharistic faith, to 
unite the intC'rests of the interior, for which the mysteries of the Church provided ; 
and those of the social lifp, while each of these, perhaps, naturally tended to a. 
separation, and to be satisfied at the expense of the other. This faith, as a modern 
philosopher remarks, united them indissolubly; for if this mystery, which was it- 
self only an initiation into the mysteries of the future existence, carried the BOul 
beyond the present order, on the other hand, the disposition which was strictly 
necessary to everyone who approached it, was the accomplishment of all the ob- 
ligations of common life, and particularly of those which one was most disposed to 
disdain. Extending its vivifying influence to the two extremities of the moral 
world, it reached at once the most humble duties and ecstacy; an(l the same ac- 
tions which made the soul enter into the angelic society, drew it back by tho 
line of justice into the society of men. 
In retracing the manners of the Christian Rociety of past ages, far be it from 
any disciple of the humble school, to imitate the style of those modem writers, 
who ::scem to consider their own personal judgment as an infallible tribunal, by 
which they may judge as with the balance of Omniscience, the thoughts antl 
deeds of mortals, declaring where fell the just, and when was their fall irrepar- 
able. 
There is nothing in commOll. between the Christian philosophy and this pre- 
tension to behold human affairs with the same eyes as those of Providence, and 
to judge them with the calm security of eternal justicc,-this high historical 
optimism, which shows truth ancl error as merely relative aIlll never absolute,- 
these sonorous apologies of the victory according to which the present is always in 
the right, in short, this dramatic development of humanity, of which each act is to 
be represented in succession. .'t 
Ah ! who are we, to sit in ju<1gment thu
 to determine what men were guilty, 
and what innocent, in these ancicnt times? "Nullo modo eorum innocentia corona- 
ruur, nullo modo corum iniquitate damnamur," aA St. Augustin said respecting 
the Donatists. t 
"
hat is to us the number of the ju
t. or of tho unjust, in past ages? It will. 
be 
ufficient if we can say of all men with truth, in the words of the ancient poet: 
"neque quæ recte faciunt cuI po, nC(lue quæ delinquunt amo." And yet with 
what caution anel timidity should 'e"C11 this be uttered! For who is to judge 
them? The historians of the mi(hllc age neyer pl"l'sume to explain the troubled 
course of the world, by tracing the secret sourees of disorder, which they 
knew were often hidden from the eycs even of l'ontempora.rie::;. Pa.scasius Ra,d- 
hert. in his life of Wala, speaking of tht' events which attC'uded the dethronempnt 


· H. B('('mu'dini Rpnen:-;is, Liv. III. dp Bpat. Serm. 
t 0(' la Philo!"ophip an t"omllWnel'lllf'nt dn XIX. siècl('.. t D(' (Tnieo hart. cap. 16. 
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of tlw l'mpl'rOr Loui:), bays, .. thcrt3 Ï.i no Oil' who 
m belien', no olle \\ ho c.m 
cOllcl'Ïn', tbo things that w('re dOli', in \\ hat W8)" the)" Wl'ro dom., or how many 
were done. 'fhert' is no one who can undf'r
tand why or how they happened; 
who Wl'ro till' :mthorl3 of th' m.il, or who of th' gOOl1. ,.. 

It'n mu
t wl,it for that hurning day when the 
upfl'me ßmI Omni-;cient J lHIgo 
will make inquir)", and will ('hotJ
 them 88 a man c110 b s his 80n who hath bCr\"(
ù 
him; anti thl'n 0 man, I\.
 u voif'o from Iwan'u de'Inrl'th, II \ idcbitis quid sit inter 
ju:,tum t't iniquum. t't inh'f . 'rvit'nh'lIl 1>l'O et cum qui non scn it ei." 
. 
)[odern historianb Imyo nev 'r any doubts fl',,:pl'cting th l:)l'Cret motives nnd 
cau · of actions and event& \11 Í8 un\"cil 'tl t their eyc& 
 othing is ]cft 
ObSCUTl', utilI 88 tht'ra is more ingenuity fl'quiruù to dlSCovcr 11. baù than a 
virtuous moth l', it wouM bo a1\, ay
 l'I\.';Y to fOrt'
el', heforo consulting them, 
v. hat ,'it'w tht'Y wouhl tnke of nctions. nu Frl'..noy "')":0;, that thid alone shoultl 
1t'.",1 us to BU.sP('Ct nA,,'il1a nmi \T arilln.;;. 81ll1l'"tl'cm their hi,torics but slight1).. 
En.n without wei
hillg the hi
toric tlitlicuIty, it id c1e.irly ub
urd for any men 
to writ(" M if t1lt'Y Wl'rl' tlll'lIl. ,In rt'mm l'(1 to an infinit<, di
t-lnl'e nùove the 
wisest anti grl.utt.:,t BOuls thnt ,,"'('re giH'n to tho timpd "hieh lhl') pn..;- in rp, il'w. 

\CUtl' 1ittlf_
 "wn, but... 'rt.:,in)y Jwither humble nor wi, " 1':1 . thus liko being of 
t' diffl'rent order from mortals, through the wnl
 of hi.,to1").,:LS through tho..:.... of 
real life, mshly judging' rathf'r from t111'ir 0\\ n pre('oncei\"N fantasies, thnn from 
any eaIrn :uHl cautiou
 8('rutin,y of thin!!:",. nnll thl'n pronounce their Bl'nfl'nee 
\\ itla a 1'001. ilWOI11 pamhlt, U.":.tmranl'p. that bu t ill conec:,ls tho fierc' awl tu rhul(.nt 
pa,
ioll . which arl' oCt.'n ra1!in
 b..nl':1th the surfa 'P. St. ..\ugustilw wcll,1t':,cribcs 
such 1J1l'1l. AtyJing tllt'm. A. curil):)um genus &1 cOt-,..,lC"f'f'ndum vitam nlil'nnm, des- 
itlio
ul11 nel C'orrigl'n(lßm 
nam."t 
In pr()(,('('lling to t-I)(.uk of th(' :ull11imb)(" fruiti .)f jUJo'tico "hich charal.tt'riz- 
cd the Illl'n of Catholic :&!!f'S, I :"11 pft'parl.tl to witne' the in('rf'tlnlity of mun)"; 
for 1\8 Nicias said of the \tlwninn
, regl cting wh:,t hatl passell in Sicily. I know 
that the moc1('rn
 in g'('nl'ral will not judge of th. c things as they r('ally ar(', 'md 
a
 thOSI
 kno" who lu.hehl tl1t'm. I'IU: i! 
.. ca.. TC' l
 >"iyw.. (cu,J(iXXoc. It 
ib from whatl'ver may Lo :uh-an("t..l hy any \\ ho can ..:pt,:..k \\ell, by uny vain 
na.:;h
 man dcclniming. thnt t1u'y will b' convincel1.1 
(hI(' mu!o\t 1)(' prep.,r(' 1 ßI
o tc witnt':ß more than Î11l'rt'Clulity. '!any historicnl 
"rit('r
 re
emhl,' tho
(' (1<'rno('ratil' Ic.ul"Ts who u..:{'.l to lh'IJOUIlCl' :1": f'11l'mil'S of thl' 
pl'oplo ull who que
tione,l the jUhticl
 of t1ll'ir particular ,icw
. Like ..\l1athagor- 
<1..3 thu Syracusll1, who on tll(' npproach of th' .\tl}('nial1!
 heing a.3 Thuc)"tlidf's 
....ay
. the man mo
t crCllit('ll hy tilt' mllltitudt,. eri.Ati out, ",rhol'H'r is of u t1if- 
fen'nt opinion. i
 l'ithcr not a liht'rl..l mun, or not ß fricl1l1 to thl' COI1
titutiol1 of 
the :,tll.tl>. ..
 ., Thi
 is :m ß(J'l'." 
')"8 S)"lvio Pellico. .. in which to lit' an(l to lIli4ruf:t 
to t'
('eo)S. urt. things 80 common. thut tht')" nr' hardl)" rel!arlh'll as \"iccs.1 
peak 


Lih. n. t Conff"s. Lih. X. "ar. 
. t TluJ('\'(1. Lih. \"11. '. I'. 
I H,', Ho\ I'I'i 11f'..!'Ii nomini: 
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with twenty men in private, nincteen will only e.x:pr

 thcir horror agu.in
t such anù 
t;uch pcrsoll8. All 8eem inflamed with indignation against iniquity, as if each alolle 
of aU the world were just. 1'0 calumniate all the il1l1ividuals of whom society is 
compoôcd, with the exception of a few friends, appears to bo the l1uiversal wish." 
It is the same with writers of history. 
If these insatiable but fickle wanùcrers were asked, as was the original tempter 
and calumniator of mankind, whence came tlll'Y? their reply might bc.in his words: 
"circuivi terram, et perambulavi CaIn." Like the troop described by .Al
schylu8, 


fVlt
xaVOt 
ði lCai Ti"fLOt, ICUlCWV 
TE Jlv1JJlovu; tTfJlvaì, 


they show themselves at every turn ingenious, not forgetful of evils, and 60 pa
 on 
through regions which their breath has withered, to exercise their inglorious dis- 
honored office, insensible to mortal interests, anù alienated from hea,-en. * The 
old Roman historian expresses always a reluctance to credit a narrati\"'p of turpi- 
tude, saying, "non libet crederi."f But nothing seems to give such plea:-:ure to 
our historians, who pretend to represent the middle age, as thc discovery of some 
deeù of atrocity, in an ancient chronicle, though indeed they need it not; for with 
them no might, nor greatness in morality can censure'scape : "back-wounding cal- 
umn}', the white:5t virtue strikes." Their charges are general, and for that reason 
alone, their testimony would have been rejectcd by Socrates, who used always to 
say, OÙ ..'1.W 7rUJ'úp.wp.oJ' iídJ/Jw7fllJ'.l In fact, they have i)mise for no one. 
"Ill' 
ides tolerably well, but what is it to a IIippocpnt:mr?" Thus they intro- 
duce into history, what Pasquier styles the :5çavoir courti
a,Il, far more dangeroug 
than the pedantic knowledge, for this consists in seeking the repntation of ability, 
ùy never giving praise to any object, how-eyer excellent, by ref!.1sing a(lmirlÜion ; al- 
ways having some defect to condemn, either in the Rtyle, or conduct, or choice, or 
motive, of the action8; or if it be impossible to do 
o by significant gl'
tnn'
, that 
others may belie\ e there is still something wrong. 
 
Xoyalis juùges better of the office of an historian, sa}-ing. "'Yhen I think upon 
the general right, it applars to me, that an historian ought nece
arIly to be a poet; 
for it is a poet alone who can understand how to connect events togdhl'r properly. 
In their narratiyes, I haye remarked with calm delight, the h'nder f('eling which is 
c\-inced for the mysterious :;pirit of. lifc. There is more truth in tlll'ir l"l'lations 
than in Imn1l'd historie
. Although their personag('
 ànd l'vcnts are invented, 
yet the sense in which they 'ire conceived is true to nature. ., 
Whoever approaches modern history, with a sincerp wish to :lvoillerror, must 
lwar in mind that it i
 a domain which hath b(,(,11 for three hundred }'ears con
tant- 
ly investpa with false guides, who, from differl'nt nlOtin'
. were all equally dispo
PII 
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to lcaJ Jl1l'IlUstra)", b.v calul1lllillting the manners of the uncit'nt Catholic ci,.-iliza- 
tion. In thc tir8t mnk came the rash juoging pro:-ò('IJtf'S of thc new religions, \\ ho 
sought to justifJ their Pl'paratioll. by dl'noUlH'ing thl' uum1Jl'r of tIll' repohate, a.-; if 
their reform ".
 to l'\.ll'lllIl'\L'n to wlmt hatl hl'l'll tletcrmilwd lIy }W:lH.>II. ., TIlt'Y 
Lehold, .. t'ays Louis of Blois, .. a grcllt IH'ap of stl1.1\\ in till' Lorù's gr.LI1llr), froll1 
which th('y judge that thl'Tl' is no 
rain arnitI8t it." Pull'.\.8' itIent, grana non \ i- 
dent, \l'1 ,'itll'fl' nohmt. * .Utt'r the
 came till' HationaIisb,: nwl it is a curiou,; mlll 
just remark of Bonald, that till' ""Ilt> doctrinl's whieh (len)' the oriO'inal corrup- 
tion of man. alwuys l'\.ag-gl'rat' 1ti' 'ociul corru ption. tIn fine, the utheitits and 
h)'p()(>rih':; laid tilt' 1110:'\t tlau,!t'rous :-.Imrl:; of alJ, for bl'ing nnimutl'cl \\ ith an im- 
mortal hatr('tl ag'ain
t Catholicism. t11l')' forll\('ti II. diaholic 
('h()o1. whit"h hatl its s('- 
t>n't tmtIitiolls, h)" lIlt'all": of \\ hich the)' \\ l'r' most skilll,tI ill all the corning 
\\ ilcs of dccl'ption. Thl' e Wl'rt' th. men who inb'rrohat'd history with so mt1l
h 
the greater 8 'n'rit)., a... their tle(luctions anti ß Imollitions pro('('l'tll,tI from a SOUf('e 
tliJTl'rl'nt from charit
,. \rhat is this cry from the Ilro.uI way trodtlc'n by thC'm 
\\ ho arc Hot trm' to (;otl Of to th('m:o'(.h e:01, which ,)"('t ,.:ountlg like' the ,oice that in 
tlJl> tlay
 of Damian. (,111nc' from the desert? In the ages of faith, it would haf'e t!C'- 
t'l'in,...ll1o Olll'. h (.:; tll' Cha.rtres \\<'8 toM by some calumniou:I p('rsons, that the 
m.mnl'r
 of tlll'monks in hi
 (lioct'
p \\('rt' t'orrupt; hut thut hol)" antI acutc hi..:h- 
up. after }H'ariu(f' tlH'ir t 'E'timonJ. c.Llnc to the conclu
ion. that they \H'r' not to 
h' Ldievl'tl ; .. quiuus non .....t crl
lcmlum lie uli('n3 injustitiu, quam/Iiu non disc' - 
'l'rint u sua. "1 
S"\"('1"(' :LHd unforgi\ ing nll'Il, tlo JOU not f('ar to lu\\'c 
oml' H'urching 'ptl'stions 
athln'
('d ill turu to 
'our:'t'h.e8 ? Y 011 do, inlleed, reprovc with illtlignation, the 
crim('
. r('ld or imputf'ù. of tho ancient Christian society. Yon proclaim many things 
..c
pe 'ting nbul:lt', superstition, ami h
.pocris}' \\ hiph might haf'c been, and which 
wry Oftt'll wpre llt'liwrC'tl hy ß Bc>rn:ml, or at ..fl'gor). Bl1t whpnce to )'ou this 1eaI ? 
The moml diHCOUr&} which tlH' ('rl'a.tun', l'mim'nt in bl'aut,y OUt'e. whlre" 'S to our 

;L\"iour, in the immortal po('m of Pllradisc Hcga.irll'd, is sum
icnt to unùeceiT'c 118 
with rega
d to such profcssions. Yours is an old COJJ1('tIy. 


('Iawlins a
'('\hdt mn.du,.... ('atihna <,..till' rum. 


Thc worM, which 0l1c'l' llt'ar,l t\ (tm('hu
 il1\ cigh &!(r:Linst "tlition. will hardly 
be convincl.d th.Lt it ha:J ('nt('retl upon no nt"w cpoch. h.y hl.aring a PC'lIro of Brazil 
aCCUbC' the mona.stic onlC'r:i of 11m in
 de
t'nl'rat('II from tlll'ir original r'anctit
.. 
Sooth, it is paying a poor ('omplirnent to tIlt' MgacitJ ol modl'rn times, whl'n tl1l':)c 
writers, in which Fmncc anti ('vcn ;'"Ip.lill havc lately be('n bO prolific. expect their 
J"eallcrs to bclicT'c that an attachm('nt to till' manners of the 3.ucil'llt ('utholic ci\"ili- 
7ation, iN synonymous with robu
t profligacJ' in eVl'l")' form. Thl' wl'ak cretlulitv 
with which :o;uch t'ornpositions are recein'd, pn'sent.d no unpreccdcnt(',l phellomt'lloll: 


· Lmlo\"ic, Blois. Epist. all Flort'ntium. t Du Di\'orcl'. t I\"oni.. C'arnot. Epist. ex. 
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1I(lr is even the artful naturp of their cal u rnny d UP to any pro
n'ss in the science of tlc- 
l'l'ption. In prote
tatiom; of reg.ml for ju::;tiee and morality the pagan oracles were 
('fIually loud: in allusion to which St. 
\ugu::;tin said. .. the malignity of demons, 
ullh'
:-: it transformed itself into an angel of light coultl not ha.vc fulfilleJ its ob- 
ject. ..* Indeed, there is no great difficulty here; for when dispo
ed to triumph in 
their own social progress, they turned round with exultation to display, not the 
obedience and charity, the filiallovl'. fidelity, and honor of their contemporaries, 
but the different signs, real or imagined, of commercial pro
perity, national glory, 
and of a wondrous material civi1ization, the goodness of their mallufachlrl':-:. 
goodness of their laws, goodness of their police, goOllI1PSS of their prisons per- 
hap
, "as if," to use the words of 
t. Augustin, ., it were the greatest good of man 
to have all things good excepting himsl'lf. "t 
"The e)"es of perverse men meet with scandals every where, but," says an an- 
cient ascetic, "the good man enjoys tranquillity and repose." Who can bedecei\'ed 
as to the cause which troubles the repose of tho::;e mOllern writers, :;0 shocked at 
the profligacy of the middle ages, when, in order to prove it, we finù them furnish- 
ing out their pages with the mo::;t detestable pictur('s, and a.dopting a style whkh 
cannot be reconciled with a very tender solicitude for the virtues of their own 
time? No, ld them be ingenious, let them compose books that may indicate 
en-r such extensh'e, such multifarious research, 
ti1J. when all is clone. Wh(>l1 they 
have di8p1ayed before us all the region:; of the had, their e,-idence must b(> rl'jecteù 
a:; partial, and their judgment as untrue. \\ïthout doubt it is an easy ta::;k from 
the class of facetious writer:;, from the author of the Fabliaux. from th(' trouba- 
doUl'S, RIllI the poets who f.wored the religious innonttors, to draw a picture of 
the middle ages mo
t lll\-iting to a licentious imagination, and fm'"orable to the 
conclusions of tho:;e who aù vocated the overthrow of the ancient society; but 
where philosophy i8 lll'arll, collections of this kind cannot be recl'in'ù a:; e\'idence. 
and, therefor(>, with such n'searches we need have nothing to do. 1 shall follow 
Plato':; rule, "u
 Tel flÈ.JI UtfT)(jWII "nì åP(jULOII OV:"E 7rUP't}lfU tYWYf, oi,:"i 

EYW' 7r()XX(JI!; yitp "U; ÙÀÀOl!; VflJ'EI'I Tuv,a É7rlfityir, "U; EÌe TÙJ ì7rw"u fiE
í'fTU 
X!JÚP()J'. '1 
Xeverthel('
::;, to these historic walks. realll'i" comp not expecting to be Il'll 
through a region of pure serenity, unclouded and untrouhled. ,. (
ood with bad 
('\.lwct to lll'ar;" supernal grace contending with sinfuhl('
s of men. "\Y e do 
not." says Rt. C'leml'l\s Alexa.ndrim;s, ,. receive simply all philosophy. but that 
eoneerning which Socrate:; speaks in Plato; for there are, a.s they f:ay. round thl' 
mysteries, many roù-bean'rs, but few Ba.cchanals, 7ro\Ào
 flÈJI J'ClfJOrp;orþ(;pm. 
ßIII,.'X OI (t TE 7ruÌ1fJOI, oL
curely signifying that many are called hut few 
chosen. ..
 
.. In all plact's allll timps of the saints." says Thomas .t Kempis. c. thl'n- have 


., Dp Ci\"ita.t. Dei. Lib. II. 26. t lb. Lib. III. 1. t Epist. -\YII. 
 Stromat. Lib. I. c. 19. 
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bl'l'n goo,l n,IHI evil, faithful anti ÏllC'redulous, dc\out awl (li""o]uh-, hc'n('t'f)lellt uwI 
pencrsl'. bpirituul uncI earn:,l; 1\1\11 tho 
oOtI hy tllt'ir patiplH'C u,h"anc('ti ch.ilJ to 
gre"ter goo,l. awl till' ('\il, likt' 1II0k(-. e\RIll" ,(,.1 in tilt! mali(,t, of tJwir own 
de
ires. .,. 
It i
 ll'mu the )wig-hts of thi:f ßSt'ctic })hilosophv thut \H' shoulcl bur\"cy thl' 
\luious aì-.l.'$ of tIlt' \\orM, mtlwr than from "I1Y ground, how('\t'r ugrt'eahlc, of 
historic theory, which ('an IU'\'er ho l)('rf('(,tl) :o:o1id, 
inc(' it fail:o:, C\('11 llIltier tIll' 
genim
 of that iJlu

riou
 Catholic hh.torian, of wh 'vi 'W . )me Protestant 
. 
writers ha\" ß\"l1ilctl th(,IT1
('h (-
, in t'ontmsting what thc)" roprc
,-nt us the manners 
of the primitin' tinws with th\J:"l. of tilt' mitltlJe u
... "hat 8ki1ls it to d,'Claim 
about prirniti\",- tinH'
. whcn \\u finll 
t. Paul h'lIing the Corinthian
 
that Utl'rl' aro ,iCl'
 alllong thclI1 which are not e\'cn among till' Pa""118; uI111 
\\ }Il'n we can read th' account which 
t. C
 prial1 givt" of the m.umt"rs of a 
Christian society in his age? 
.. Hecolll'ct," jo;ays I
'nt'tlict \rl'tino," how many Ilt'ft,tics ('nth-.nol'p,) tn st:Lin 
the tunic or Christ in l':lr}y tim('
. &LillI what t'orruption of manner... aru:"I' from the 
I h))u,tisl
, )lani('h. '.,n
. I'riscilianil) , u,mI otl1('r moust'r:J of that kind, from 
which the 'hurch. during the midùl' a

, ,vas in great mc c::urc free. Wlmt 
('\il nlcn, "cre opposed to .\than,l..iu
, Ba"iJ, 1,,"1 C 'hr
':-:o
t()m? If the multitude 
of m
l..t)'rs W:l
 grl'ut, tht'r.' Wl'rt' Jllal1Y nI:-:o "ho through floar or nmhition ùenied 
Christ .uHI rctnrm'd to iùolatr,y. 011 th ' oUll'r hund, if 
'ou will look at tIll' history 
of the Ia,st -tOU )'ec1
, you '\\ ill tìnd in the first ph", th" ' h\ 0 great Ji
hts, than 
\\ hich none l'V -r shono \\ ith gr'''lt('r lu
tre or 
3nclity, Fnmci
 nntl })omini(,h. 
from whom such in...titutiun!-J :trust' tU
 :Lnti'plity h:1Il IIl'H'r &'('11. pro.lucing UI1 in- 
en-IHLle muJtitudl' of saint,,:) :LillI of iHustrions m"n, by '\\ horn the l'hnstian faith 
has becn so much ai(Il't1. that 1I1l'n Iun c le.irnl-a to Ii\ . in a mallßl'r far mOrt' 
Christian than befort,; for mall
' \ ic":- in the worhl h3\ C 1,t'('n hy t1ll'ir ßI<':Il1S 
('ithl'r dimini
hctl or \\ hoJJy extirpatp,1. ..t 
The lal1guaO'.. of tl}(' primilin' fatllt'rs will Jl('\('r Fanction 311 ('xc111
i\"t- :ulmi- 
ratio:
 for their timc:I. "It is certain, br ,thrl'n," 
"s :--;t. \ugllstin." that all we 
who arc in the hody of the Lorll, :nHI who r<'lnain in him, that hp :11:..0 may r('main 
in u
. must or ne(,l'
sity in thiq world until the ('nd liH' :nnitl:;t the Wi(,hP(l. I do not 
8&i
' amiù8t tho:,' wil'kl'(l who bla.
plH'n1(' Christ. for it i
 raro now to tint! anyone 
\\ ith thl'ir tongue hlaspheme him, hut tlll'r(' ßrc many who .10 
o in thl'ir Ji\l'':. 
Of nec('ssity. thl'reforl'. amon
,.:t 
u('h JrWII Wt' lI1u
t lin'. l'ypn until tIlt' ('1111. "1 

t. .\ugu..:tin \\èLð obli
,'(1 to \\ arn thc eatp('ll11mpns a
aill
t heirif'" 3('.uH].,li/ctl by 
the live:; or llllworth\' Christian
. in \\ orlls whid. wonM wt'll b('couw thl' Catholic 
lIli:o:....ionary of the pre:'l'nt ùay, a.,ltlrt'
3ill
 hi
 s('p.Lr:,tf'cl hrt,thrpfI. who mi!!'ht ,,('II 


· St'l III. I. Pal-t :i. 
t fit'llt.,!. .\("('olti \I'ptini tlf' PM{'..tantia \"11'01'111111 "IIi w\ i dialog'. Tltt'..aur. \nti'I' ItaJin. 
tom. IX. 
t St. .\ug"n...t. Tr:u't. in ,T...II1. :!7" 
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warn th(' illustrious Protestant from being unwilling to be in the Church wheT(' 
t hl'Y art'. or from wishing to be there such as they arc. '" "Let not the ya.in Pa.- 
gans," ::.aith he, "deceive you, or the false .J t'ws, or the deceitful heretics, 'nee non 
in ipsa Catholic:! mali Christiani, tanto nocentiorl's quanto interiores illimici. 't 
You, therefore, beliC'\"Ïng these things, beware of temptations, lest that Clwmy 

houhl deceive you, not only by means of those who arp without the Churf'h, 
whether Pagans, or .Jew:::. or heretics, but al
o by those whom yon may bl'llOld 
living ill within the C
ttholic Church; that you may not imitate tho
e who ar(' 
eitlll'r abandoned to hn::nrious and shameful pleasures, or 
ddicte,l to vain aUll il- 
licit curiosity, whether of theatrical exhibitions, or of remedil's, or of diabolic di- 
yinations, or engaged in pomp and avarice, and pride, or in any life which the law 
condemns at1d pUllishe
. Yon must not suppose that theRe perverse mell, al- 
though they enter the walls of the church, will hen'after entl'r the kingdom of 
hmven, becau:5e at the proper time they will be separated, if they do not pre- 
viously separate themselves from the evil. ..t 
The middle ages were ages of crime, and in that respect they form no singular 
epoch in the world's history; but mark, it was crime, along with infinite pity, in- 
finite horror for sin, and infinite de:5Ïre of justice; and on this side what parallel to 
them can we find in human annals? ...\midst social disorders what multitmleð 
were obeying the can to perfection, and at the voice of the preacher leaving all to 
follow Christ! There were wars and crimes in abundance, of which I shall here- 
after speak, but luxury, more cruel than arms, di,lllot avenge the wrongs of the 
oppressed. Assul"l'dly, there arc names belonging to our ancient history of hor- 
rible disprai:;e, recalling the deeds of men upon whom the multiplied villanics of 
nature did swarm, men pO
i'5cssed by seven demons that drank iniquity like water. 
Each generation had sad experience of all malicious acts abhorred in heaven; but 
on all sides what cries of horror, 


;w lílCa, iw epÓIIOL T' tpIIlJlVWII; 


what a profound sense of inju
;tice 
 


.. Ini'luitatem odio hahui et ahominatus sum!" 


what innocence, goodncs-.:, sanctity, allli wisdom: H custodivit anima mea testimo- 
nia tua: et dilexit ca. vehementer 
., "
hat a. minority, to use a mo,lern phrase, 
opposed to the wretched, godless crew!s Instead, too, of imitating the malice of 
our al1vcrsary, and gathering evil from good, misconstruing or abusing it, men 
in those timc
 gathered good out of the gross and palpable evil which existed around 
them. " J confess," says ::\Iuratori, H that when young, I was of the opinion of 
those admirers of ancient Greece and Rome who thought that there was nothing 
but horror and barbarism in the history of the middle age
. I nee'} not say how 


· 81. 
\ugu"'t. dl' C'atechizandis rudibus. 
1St. _\ugust. de Catechiz. rudibus. 


t Id. De fig" rerum qu:l' non yidentur". 

 Mabill. Præfat. in V. S. Benedict, s. I. 
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complctely I had to free m)' milul from that l'rror. In t1u,':,l' age
 which arl' ..:ti
ma- 
til.etl by so many t}1<'r(' w('ru not "anting ßIlmirahlo prinel'
. awl gn'ab,'\.amples of 
fnrtitmle, 8:.LIlctit)", ami other ,irtllfP Th 'r' arc man
 r('a,:,ons why we 
hollh1 
l'lIlbmce nlldlo\"'c the hi
tory of LlIropl' from thc declinc of thl' Homan .'lI1pif(' 
till th.' hid '('nth Cl'J1tur)". ,.. 
" Yon 
I)('ak of tIll' l'\ il
 of tlU''';l' tim('
. hut r maintain," 
lJd Bl'J1l,t1iet .\rl'tino. 
" wi thou t fl'ar of beil1
 mislt'd. that ('rim's ,,('r' not practisl'd openly u.-, in th' 
ancil'ut \\ orl.l. nor 80 frl"lucntl)"; lun thl'rc were many nations b) whom they 
\\ere }u'Ja in horror, an.l that almost all \\ hu profl,:-:ott'd the religion of Chri
t were 
morl' timill to 110 wron
: 
o that I a.m a...;tonishl'll )um any lIlan of )(.arning can 
a:-:...:..rt, "ithont blu..;hin u '. tha.t b' pr..fl'r' the ancil'nt C
\ iliz<1tioll to that of th' 
middle ng"
. "t 
Onr anCI('nt \Hih'rs rl'mark th.. importanC'(' of pr()(lllcin
 In histor)' thin,
i J"('p- 
rehen!'ihll'. a
 \\"1'11 us tho:-:.' worthy of pmi
.', t Tha.t tllf' erinH'8 of tIlt' unjust 
\\.'f(' oCt('n d.':o:igrll'tlly, a.rlli almol'l \\ it}: atfectation, hrOll'rht into promilll'nt r..lid 
for tho in
trueti()11 of ml'n, is ß fuet that can L' "itn .......l'tl in th. wiM fahling 
of chivalrou
 rom:mCl', whiC'h furnished, in many rc
pl'ct
. ß trlH' piC'htrl' of 
C'ontcmporancoud m:
nrll'rs. '1'1111'; \\e flnt! n. la , ly t':Lying to :), knight in nyron Ie 
('ourtoi
 "('t'rt -:-, Jon 
pt'ak not .L
 II. knight prrant. but a.. :L villain and CI1\ ion:) 
knight, UlIII I douht not 
ou arc u
 yill' in .I 'PI I., ß3 you ar' in wor.Is! and 

ooth for )'our viJIany ] am greatly dcsiroud to kno':\"' JOu : fo:" as ow' ae
iJ"('s to 
know 1I1l'I1 of honor :mù \ irtuo on J\('C'ount of t Ill'i r goolhll';o..." :-;0 in likl' ma1lllt'r, 
one .1l'sifl'
 to knnw hall lI11'n on ILI'C"'onnt of their wi('kl'llnl'
"', that one may know 
w}u.'rl' onc ong-ht to 
hull t11t'11l. ..
 
'''hat i' it that ùl'rn:ullls h'ar
 from till' just amI thnn
htful, that .It'
nlatps 
the hp3rt, uml1l'.1" .' it almo:ot "ithout 
tren
th or hop('? It i
 not tilt' crimps of 
the wickl,tl-it is not tl)(' Pl'rspcution o( till' Churl'h. of whieh till' \\orlt1 umi tlu' 
('hri
ti:m 80cil.t} h.no h('('n alwayä :
('U:-;tOJJH'I1. It i
, if it L' not a :-:nll'ci
m to 
llttl'r such a scntence. till': . 'nt of thl' good. (Edipus of Colonna .l..clarl's that 
" he knows no just man who pmiSt'g awl 11efp11l1
 all (,:LU:ol':-! alike ;". hut for \\ hat 
degrec or form of injn4i('(' han' JJot till' mOlh'rns invcnlt'll un .'\.cu:,t'. alH
 "')1I'r' 
shall Olll' fillli a hl':uI that is not .'rammed with all the sophi
JlJS which EnglaJ1 c l, 
France, uncI (h'rmany have protlncl'd duril1
 fort
' Jear:-:? It i:, thc men who 
come foreward us tll.. just, nml tind u thou:,a.1\Il r(':l
ong for ah
oh.illg their })('r- 

eclltor
. XOIll' arc f:O Sllrl' of bl'ing )l'ft tl"Cl'nc"les.o; 1101:1 the inl10cent a1\l1 hol)". 
TIll' Poet 
ays in gl'neral of this {'art hI}' worhl, that "Ill'rc to do harm i.., often 
huulable: to do goo,l s(\metim's accounted dan
('rou-.; folly." W'hat wouM he 
ha,c f-<Lid hacl }}(' Rl'l'1l 
atl'r times? In tho 
l'Jll'ra.l 1I10\('I11Cl1t awl azitatioJl of 


· In Scriptor," rt'f. Itatic. Pra.faL 
t De præstanti:L virorum 
ui ævi t1ialo
. 
! \\Tmhling an. 
\nn. EpisL old ll'dor. 


TllI'...aur. anti(l. Italiæ. IX. 

 Ed. cr. XXII. 
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1Hinlls individual rl'a
on t:eems to have 103t its power of distinguishing in JIloral
, 
as if the tree of knowll'(lge, for which we gave up all, haù lost its ancicnt virtul'. 
Amidst the general wreck of intelligPllces, the vcry sensc of justice seems to have 
perished. Every thing innocent in humanity, allllnoble in the poe,)" of herocs- 
every thing thf\t wa
 fornll'rly of good report, and enshrined in the hearts of nll'll 
and women with univers,tl veneration, is now, :.Ld if by common consent, pro- 
nounced to be either a superstition, or a false principle, or a matter of indifference, 
perhaps evcn of scorn; and no longer for the children of perdition, ùut for till' 
just, dishonored in their own eyes ùy witnes
ing to what dl'gradation their moml 
nature is subjected, sel'ms reserved the crimson brow. This is what the sinful 
nations, the people laden with iniquity, have come to, for ha",ing forsaken the 
Lord, and blasphemed the Holy One of Israel. 
In the midt!le age:::, which men stigmatize as barùarous, an act of injustice or 
dishonor was n'garded with a feeling of abhorrcnce which couH not be uttered. 
The disdainful and hardly translatable exprpssion of ...E
chylus. "UT/(üïVUïUÇ, 
,. a thing to be spit upon," is the only worù that can com"c)" any illl'a of the 
intensity of that inllignation. * X otlIing seemed more allmirable to )farsilills 
Ficinus in the character of Lorenzo ùe :\ledicis than this horror which he always 
evinced of bat! mell. t On the other hand, the joy inspired by just dl'l'ds and by 
beholding the sweet and gracious order of holy institutions. ga\'e birth to raptur- 
ous strains, which indicated an habitual :.lnd almost angelic felicity. To :,peak of 
justice, and to recount high deeds of virtue, m"ery one sought, whether in gra\-c 
and solemn hi
tory. or in fabulous and poetic symbol, and since tIll' draught is 
g-ratcful ever as their thirst is keen, no words nUl}" spl'ak the fulne
s of contpnt. 
Heligion, and chivalr)' inspired by religion, existed amiùst all the disonll'rs of 
the worst part of society. 
t. It is preci
el
" this contrast," bays a moll ern historian, "which constitutes the 
great characteristic of the middle ages. Contemplate the heroic times of all other 
societies, and you find no trace of a similar contradiction. The practice and the 
theory of manners are nearly conformable. It is not seen that the ideas of men 
were purer or more ele\atcd than their daily actions. Thc heroes of Homer 
ha\e no scruples or sorrow for their brutality ana C'gotism. Their moral sensc is 
not better than their conduct. It is the same every where else excepting ill our 
middlc ages. Their crimes and disorders abound, and men have evidently in 
their minds and imaginations loftý and pure llesires and ideas. Princi plC.5 werc 
bctter than actions. Their notion of virtue are much more dc\eloped, their ideas 
of justice incomparably better than what i::; practiscd around thl'm, or than what 
they often practise themselves. ,.:\ certain moral idea soars abovc this ::;torrny 
80ciety, and draws the attention and re::;pect of men. Christianity, no douht:" 
he adds. "was the cause of this fact. which is, at all eYent
, unquestionabll'. It 
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t Erist. Lib. VI. 
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presents itself e,-ery where in studJing the middlo ap-cs; in the popular poetl"} , 
as well bi in the exhortations of the pril'
t
 Throughout the moml undt'rstmlllin
 
of rm'n ris{'s amI uspir' f.lr abo\"c their li\l's.". 
Let it b' obscn"ed, that in ages of faith 'rime assumes a t!till darker and more 
diabolic form, at least in the ima
iIlation, than in times when tl1(\ supernatural 
g-race amI light have heNl \\ ithdm\\ n. TIll' vicious, Iikl' scorpioll
, when tIlt' Hun 
darts its briO'htebt flames, ure most inflametl \\Îth tho poi:-on of t111'ir mali'r]lity 
when th(' sun of justice most serencly shiUt''':. H i:l onlv after kno\\ ing the perfect. 
... 
good, that mC'n tan kno\\ aL...olute '\ il; in point of fact, intI -cd, a count 'Ilance 
of J Ul1as \\ ould l)rohahly bp found in the ,icioUf
 quartl'r
 of Lontlon or Ht'rlin 

oonl'r than in t1lt' Borgllt'tto at )1 ilan. where Lt'OImrtlo lb Yinci '\l'nt ('\ ery 
mon1Ìng and l'\cning, for more th.m a year, in 8l.arch of onl', without suce"'; but 
in the order of conc 'ption, it i ditTt'rl'nt, ami therefore the Don Juan of lord 
Byron is but a poor scholar of Moliere'd Don Juan, a mere boyi..:h IiÙ<'rtillL'. 'fIll' 

p.mish non .Juan. :1" )loJil'ro paintd him, wa!'o! .. grand Catholic conct'ption, \\ hich 
a milltl not initiated in the my
tcriC8 of faith, or narro\\ed by the modern phi- 
lo
oph
", c.'1n scarcely comprehend. In an age of faith, impiet}' and inju.sti('e, as 
\\ e have rerrmrkt'd, inspire Ii kintl of terror mul ubtonishnlt'nt which Wl' find in 
tho
" l5eriou
 coml'dil', of tht' mitlllJ.' a
l'. In our timl'8 they onl)" fl1rni-;h 
t'pi
odl'
 in tilt' btyle of Fielding. of which thp hcroc. -em poor sill
 youths- 
poor ma
ks wi:-hing to play Hatan's part, and yet who \ simple humanity npp M8 
constantly under their infernal rOðtUIllP. 
.. .\gain.... n
 Bon.lId ohst'r\"es "in Christian ngf'
 antI nations, nmonO'tlt tho 
:\ccl'ph,hle pl'oph'o followers of good works, nothing i'i remarked by repining and 
Ct'n
oriou minds hut vi '
, because virtues are its ord.inary state and alone au- 
thorizcù, in the Eame manner as classical cuthusillStsremark nothing but ,-irhll';:1 in 
the Ik\gnn
, hecau"o \\ ith them \ ice W3
 tht, common SbltR, .ultl pl'rmittl't1 by the 
laws.' o In time
 of gl'llf'rnl ('ornJption. cn'ry ono is saill to be just_ U all are 
honornble ml'Il." In aO' 's of spiritual illumillntion, thc seeulur }1Of.t "ill pursue 
the saintly lamentation, and Bay, 


-" The ju..t are fcw in numlwr; 
But Uu'y nl'g-lt'cted; a \-aricl'. (,n\'
.. pride, 
Three r.ltal ..parks, have Sf't tlle hearts of aU 
On fire." t 


Hear Richard of St. Victor eomnll'nting on tIlt' Dh inc wortIs, cc OmIH' ('aput lan- 
guitll1rn, 'et omnc cor moorens ;" "tho Lorll know
 hid work; nor can the great- 
ness or multiplicity of its di
cascs escape the Chief Physician. lleholtl, he tells you 
in tht
c words what is the e'\:ceS8 of the disea..;c-infirmity from within. and 
wounds from without; and to crown all, a contempt for the reml'dy; , 
Oll est,' 
he addfl, , circumligata nee curata medicaminp, Jlt'q Ut' fota oleo.' Bchol<1 our c\ ils 


* Guizot, Cours ll'lIi.,t. IV. 6. 
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Learn, then, () man, awl if thou disdainest to be taught by man, learn at least 
from him who Ì('aches man knowledge: learn, I Bay, the ('\:t(,l1t of your ('viIs, and 
of Jour mi
ery; for ùy tlll'se e\:terior, you arc warned to correct your interior 
l1lalaùlCs; to know that you are w<.'ak ill will, weak in affection, weak in a.dion. t.. 
)Ioreover in thp middle ages the vices opposed to the Christian religion were open 
and avowed, and therefore l<.'
s dangerous to the intellectual than to the material 
interests of society. History and poetry professed then to tell of good deeds allll 
their opposite, between which the line of demarcation was broad. There were 
not professions and employments sanctioned by the custom of socidy, and sup- 
posed to be honorable because profitabl<.', which required III those "ho pursued 
them the very opposite qualities from those which belong to the Christian life, 
though they may be consistent with the morality and honor of those who are in 
sight of heaven reprobate. 'Vhat are now examples were then crimes. A cal- 
umniator, a detractor, was not concealed to himself as to others by having the 
conduct of a journal. A lover of discord and opposition, and an accuser, was 
not presentable among Christians under the name of a public speaker. A hater 
of all religious and social institutions under the influence of Catholicism, was not 
honored as a liberal statesman, who conceded to the times what was just. A de- 
spiser of God and the celestial life was not regarded as a man of practical abilities, 
amI enlightened philosophy. In short, what remarkably distinguishes the 
middle ages from later times, was the impossibility of anyone proceeding by de- 
grecs from step to step in the employment and cultivation of dispositions all deern- 
ell sufficiently honest by society, until at length unawares he found himself placed 
in a situation in which it would be impossible for him to discharge the essential 
dutie
 imposed upon all who desired to be real and living members of t}}(' Clll'i
- 
tiall church. 
III ages of faith, as in Catholic nations at present, the manners of some pl'rsons 
became corrupt. A youth of noble and generous nature, might be deceived in the 
way of which Solomon bid him beware. But in latter times, and in the north- 
ern nations, the very rule of ma.nners and laws b<.'came corrupt, and nature's 
frailty was depraved, not only into an art, but into a system of philosophy. In 
the' former, disorders were personal, amI sought the shade; in the later, they 
were published and authorized; and while the profligate Italian laid his dark 
scheme to seduce his neighbor.s v.>ife, the grave and formal German carried her 
on in virtue of a judicia.l sentence, and married her before a nota.ry. t 
Travellers Im,.e remarked, with Bourgoign, tha.t the external decency of manners 
at )Iadrid was such, that the most shameful pleasures were obliged to assume a 
nil of mystery. The public opinion, as well as the police allowing of nothing to 
offend the eye, or endanger the imagination. t In fact, the error of the phi- 


'" Richardi S. Victoris de statu interioris hominb. Pars. I. Trad. I. c. I. 
t Bona]d du DiYorce. tV oJ. II. :1.,:3. 
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lo:,ophil' sin, bl'
'oIHI tho 
phl'rl' of SCCfl't bocil'lies. is the error of lL lIlurh Inter pl'- 
riolI, constituting this last hcrl'sy, which now dcsolatl's the ea.rth. 6\h:Lil:mlloUln
. 
prott'stet! that 11l' had ne\ger l'onceivell or uttered such u. blasphemy;. anll ('prtain- 
ly no tmcC' of it is fount! in his \\ riting:,. 
'Vith n':,:pl'et. to tho prof'"' 'II 
Ltil'i
t:i awl Cl'nwrg of tho mic1llle 1\ {1'l', I would 

&
', .. To kno\\ of S0m . i
 well, but of thl' rl'st sill'ne' may bl'st b' "111." 
ThC'l'l' UT(' thin
, as a writer of th(' roidllk ag-rs obser\.(,
, which it is bl'ttC'r to 
pa...s over in sill'l1<'l' than to h:mdh'. ll'
t thl' l'1H'II1Y 
hould injl'et their ddìJellll'nt 
into tho I:;ecret ret"l'" 'I:; of tho min,l
 t 
The first r('flection sug;!c
tl',1 b)' t
1C Fah1iaux is UIHlouhtcdly 8àÙ. Le-granll-d' 
_\us:.:
.. conf'ludes at once from their gross Bna lieentioub I"xprc... ions, that in th '..e 
agl's the corruption or malllll'fS was at its IlPight, under thl' ,:-:mrtion of rl'ligion. 
.\n historian i
. }lOWl'H'r, not 1'10 qui,'l in his t'ondu:,ions. 
\t an tiro('S he i.; 
awarp that therl' huve L 'en \ iel'::, awl that the a
l' of the troubullours :uHl min- 
:-:trel:) was 110t expmpt from this sad law of humanih". Hut the que
tion i
, Did 
tho Fahliau't, u.nd till' talps of pol'l
. l'\.pr('ss accuratpl}" the 
ocil,ty of these times? 
The author
 of thl'sl' Fahliam:: \u'n' I'eoplp gre(',I) of 
lin, who \\ent from town 
to to\\ n courting the f:L\ or of thl' frivolous anti p
ofiig
Ltl' ; amI as pril'
tg arc 
obliged to give un l'x:Lmpll' of pl1rit) of lifl', it is not wOJ1lIerf111 that thl.' malignity 
of sueh persons shoulc1 he e
('rtell in :L
ribing parts to them which were inconsi,tcllt 
with \ irhlt'. It h:1-- heen 
:1ic1l:1.tl'ly that tIll' Fahliaux pxpn
 "C'eJ the party of tlwop- 
position of thoe.e tin1l.''': but:\ di
tinct ion 
houM bl' m:1c1p l)(,l'l'. Tlll'licentiou
 poets 
of tlw Ì\\('Uth rl'ntury np\er dn'amt that their Bon{1':J couJd injurc either tIll' (,hurch 
or the 
tatc. ThC'y maùp ;L had history of a bold monk, bpcausc Hi(> contrast "as 
amu
ing'. 
iJl('l' thut order of nwn Wl'rl' gell<'ml1y followl'r:i of lwrfpction. But 
'ou 
\\ ill not finll a worll to warrant our Hl1ppo.;ing that tl1l'
' attacked the monastic spirit. 
The ('hurch was 8:\('rl'11 to tlwm : they hall faith; hut t1ll'ir satiric ,ein must ha'"c 
'Vent anll they brin
 Ii monk on the sta
e without the Il':L,t idea t1mt religion wil1lo:,p 
any thing. TartutTl.' would then in 
on1l' r('
l)('ct... han' hl't'Jl an innocent comedy. for 
a
 L.-mrcntil' oh
pr\ l''':, II it is ne('l''':
ry to p:LbS through the modl'rn civilimtion. to 
fanc
' that till' unma:-ling of hypocri:,)" can b. a 8:ltire upon religion...t That 
theH' men" ere actuate,l ù
. :\ thirst 101' justi(,f', in making- their repr('sentations of 
the t)ocidy around them is a mOlh'rrl ,1i
o\l'ry: as in the fiftl'l'nth pentur
', the 
men who stood most in n'l't! of rt'form were probably tho' who cried out 
loullest for reformation. 
Haute rol'ds one of the' troubaùours in purgatory. It wa.s the el('gant Sordello : 
amI he places another in hell, tho warlill Bl'rtram do Born, whom be repres('uts 
a.s a h100dy and heaJle&:! trunk. walking with his heall in his hands. Hohprt tIt' 
)l:1rl1arol1l'S eonfps<::p8 that }l(' eomposC'tl his amarous bon
, rocrelv bccau
(' it "as 


* In ApoJ. ac]. {hI. t Thorn. a Kcmpis, Episfo1.t. I. 
: DihliothcllUC choi,.; " Hl'cucil de Fabliaux, introduct. 
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th(' ('11
tom of poets; and Pierre de Craon declares that hi::; wa:; an hen'ditary 
ta:;((', his f:.unily, frum father to son, haviug alway:) maùe Ùlem. OJl
 of thc::>c 
old satirists, who railed against every order, not re:o'peeting any class, or any ill- 
dividual, however venerable, who visited the monasteries ofClairvaux, amI Cluni, 
1(11' the sole purpose of sear<'hing out matter to furnish out his 
atirical poem::; ha... 
the go()(l ::,en"e and canùor to c()ufe
,; that he doe:; 110t believe that any on
 will 
gIve atteution or credit to what he write::;. 


.. Parce qu'Ds ont \"u que j'aimoye 
Plus que nul beau soulas et joye 
Et que j'avois aussi grand méticr 
Comme nul tIc moi pI écl1i er ."* 


Kor is it 
o certain, after all, that these calumnious wanderers met with grrot en. 
cOl l ragement. The old Trou,'ère says in the preface to the romance of the Dame 
de Fayel, and the Sire de Couey, that poet
 or trollvères are laughed at by Fume 
proph>, who sn.y, "qll'il a mal trouvé lui qui n'a pu trouver un logi
." It does 
not reflect discredit on the age, whell the!'e men, so greedy of money, complain 
that theirs i
 a bad profe--sion, and that one Illay die of hunger, though ever 
o 
well provided with 
candalou:; antI licentious tal(.:--. The jongleurs of the pre
(>nt 
(fa)' h
l\.e no Fuch complaint to make. neside
, it is a fact, that the works were 
l....timatl.ù at the time according to their merits, and denounced accordingly. 
Ger:-,on, lhe Chancellor of the Lni,'ersity of Pari:-:, endeavored to ha,'e the romance 
of the Rose d",clared to be heretical; and alluding to the judgment pa.:.setl on 
O\'id's book
, hy _\.ugustu:" he exclaim:;, "0 heav('n:-,! amon
4 pagans a. pagan 
judge condemns a pagan who wrote a doctrine which enticed men to yaill lo\'e ; 
allli anlOng..;t Chri"tian5 f:ueh a work i
 
lIpporte(l, and prai
ed, and defended." 
FOl" thi..: declamation of the morali:-:t, we Illll:-,t make al!owance ; f(>r the fact was 
not :'0, Although tbat romance was tol('rat('d by :;.orne, in con
equence of the vir- 
tUOU5 intprpretation:5 put upon the ohj('ctionabJe pa"':--3ges, yet we find Chri.c:ti!le 
d(' Pi..an, all of who
e works breathe 
o }>UI'(' and lofty a morality, denouncing it 
a
 iufallloll:; in her epi:;tles ; and :3aying to her Fon, 


II Si tu veulx ct cha!'tement \"i\"rc, 
De ]a Rose ne lis ]e livre, 
Ne Ovide tIc ]t _\.rt d'Amt'r 
Dont l'e
emplc sert a l>lasmcr." 


She addp<l, in a pro
e epi
tle to Goutier Col, who Ilad undertab:n to defend 
Jehall de :\Ieun, that the I"Omancp of the Ro:-;e wa
 "1I11
 exhortatione de trè:; 
ahominables lllæur
, et confortoit In yie tii:-::.:olue." 
The'ancient council5, as well as tllat of Trent, had exprc:.:
ly forbidden tll(' 
reading of all such hook:-, as were calculated to corrupt the mannl'r
 of men; and 


*L' .\.bbé )h,
if'1l rri
t. d
' h Poë,ic Fmnçoise, 129. 
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it ('\'('n L('(':m1l'tl general opinion that 
lIch hooks 
b the J)('c:ullt'ron of ßO(,('fil'iu 
\\ ere (' 't,'utially lu..'relil'31, mul therefore, on ground..; uf fi1ith, (.'oulù not be rt:aJ by 
any CaùlOlic who Ildhl'rNl to hi:, proll.:--..ioll. 
I('II oftbe rctorllll'c.1 phil()
oph)', 
"llil.. pllrt'ha
illg il
 (':1rl
. l..1itioIlS at tlll.ir \\ pight ill 
0lt1, mltl lI)ultiplyil1
 them 
in a ('heap fl)l'm fOI" the pl.opl.., \\('1"' :--lK.aking of" thl' :--lIpl'r:--titioll" of thos(> !-till 
faithful to the :meil'ut m:lI1nl'
, "lUt, on di:..co\"e1"ÏlIg ft p.1l'kct of mtll1lhcl'ipt.. in 
the bou..c in whic'h HOl'c'3('io h
ul inhabi, tl'C.l imml'C.lialdy cllmmitted it to tllc 
11:1111('-'.* Vlult'r thl' inf1l1('IH'C of the C:uholi(' reli
ion, we fiml priJl(.
 amI noLle- 
. 
Illl'n, :11)(1 ph i I 0:--0 ph ('I''' of t lit' by HH:il'1)', ,,!ao:--c lIalll('-; will he Ii II' l'\'('I' n:,:--ol'iatl",l 
"ith the learning of tllc :1IIl'ient
, 
pt.'akillg with the gn.att':o-t horror of tilt' da:--..ic 
PO(.t.., 1)11 fiN'ounl of tllt'ir ob:,c 'nity. ,," hat more tll'tf':,taLle," cril" Fral1ci
 
I'il'u-" of'lil1lnc.1ula, "lhau till' turpitlule of the :lncil.nt puN:;, \\ hil'h :-hould be 
wholly r('l11o\,('tl :11)(1 ('xtirpah'.) from 11 Cbri:--I ian. L honor :111l110\'e C'hri..tinn 
p 1('1", ..ueh as Pnull.ntitl:', 
l'(llilill", D:ama"lI:o:., utilI in om' :1g(', J
apti:--t tilt' Car- 
nwlite, that other hnp(' of .:\I:mtna LlHlovicu
 Pil'torin., (If F('rrara, Ugoliuu:- ,... cr- 
illn:::. of Floreuce, and nt:1I1)' otlu'r:--."t 
It mi
ht he (11lf"4iollcrl wlll'tlll'r any 
hola
 in moc.lern tirnf'
 arc in..pircd with 
tIle o.:all1e ('nthu!'ia"rn for thc tln('il'nt leurnill;!, tholl
h ('('11aill)Y no C)I1t" app('ars to 
rq:anl with the f.all1(' :--n..:picillil ib nlOl"aI tf.wl('J1('Y. Oue mil (111(1<...:-tall<l lu)\, men 
like the poet Belle3u, \\ ho nlwa)'
 k('pt ('olllpany "ith the prof:UI<', 011 first }war- 
ing the peculiar phr.'
f)logy of lhe r('li
ious illll()\'ato
, might natlll'all)" !-ul'l'o",' 
that Wl13t di..tin;ui...lll'tl tlH'1II Wfu; U religious tone (If ('on\'er:-...'ttioll ; Iml thi
 \"('1')' 
error 
('Cm" like a pnni...hlll('llt fclr their fornll'r 1in'
, t;lr h3(1 tll(,Y not h('fm'(' as- 
t"Ul'iat('rl l.xeht:--in'ly with the prof:me, flIP)" wouh1ll('\"cr have thought clw:.fit)" of 
lan1;uage n mark h). which th('y ('onM (Ided .1 ITlIgU<'IIOt.t The lact i
, that hy 
fill' thc greaLest number of the Ik'CutioU3 poets of a Jatf'r pf'ri()tl, ('ithpr avo\\"('(l1)" 
or !-l'('r('t))" fiwot"('t) the rdig-ions innovator.; u1H1, ind('('(1, \\"(,1'(' th('lI)
pln,:-; import:mt 
at:'('nt
 ill h.-irwin,,. ahollt thai r('\'o)utioll. Th('r<> i:-- Hot n )jttl(' ('mll1l'ction hch\('f'1I 
tlae gol'ass 1ict'ntion..lI(' of(;haUl.,'('I' :wcl the loo.:,clh'''
 of his faith. 
() onc 11 "<<1 be 
told nftel. what kind of justice the ('arly innov:ltnl'S thir..t('(l, when th(.y pillagl'tl 
f'hriIJ('
, and 
ought III11IS in marri:tgf'. )1:lIIner
. hll\n'\'('r corrupt, .liel not inf('rfi're 
with tlae new dlarndl'r which th('r a...;:,uII)('(J, :11)(1 the 01,1 Ilia 11 \\ hich the)' threw l,fi
 
IT'3,.; not eX3ctJy that ('oIHl('II)IH'() in the lìo:--pc1. 
rral'rin
tolt, the translator of ..\riosto, the ('0111 ti('r :rne1 (!o<l..on of Qu('('n E1i73- 
ht,tll, to whom he (1l'tJieated his work, so inf:ullou..I)' gro
:o-, wa:o. tu.\"prtllell':O'... tile 
..bjcct of the hiöhC'..t :ulmir:ltion \\ ith the EII!!li:-h of that Ugl'. ]
IlChallan wa.... an- 
ntheroftht.c;.e rcform-pr('a(.hing poet:" who:,(' \"('1'..('" were ..f\c'n iI1l1('('Cnt. Ch'mf'nt'la- 
rol \\:t
 ahal1l1oned to the yi1('st liCf'lltiou
ne:---', ,\ hih' trall..1atillg the l}
alllt
. .Tohn 
Rnudwt, unm3sking the vice and hypocri:,)" of the illlll)\'ator
, l'xpl"e
:o-l':' tll(' deep(':o;t 


· Blume, Iter Ttn1icum, II. 90. t D" StluJeo div, ct hum. Phllosophi:e, T.ih. I. cap. 6. 
f Gougct, Bihliolh
CJ. Françnf,c, tom. XII. 296. 
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r
t that thi
 man 
llOnld ha\"c "0 filIJcn by heretical pre
umption, s('('ing thM "hl' 
wa
 a true poet oorn." The mocking satires from the 8hop of Habelais, were certain- 
ly not imlimti\"e of the l>ure and blessed thirst. D
 Periercs contribllteJ, at till' 
l'ame time, to the Queen of XavalTc's 110n-Is and to the hymns of the Huguenot:;. 
"... e must except, indeed, Gre\.in, who publi
hl-d a 
atire upon Pierre R"msard, for 
having cOlJ(lemncd the innovator
 in his "Discour
 dt's ::\Ii
èrt's du Tem
," and )"et 
Urevin published many pieces of gallantry little in accOI.dance with the character of 
a reformer of }'eligion. Even one of the minister
, the Sienr (Ie :\Iont-Dieu, has the 
equity to hlame Theodore Beza for the amorous fantasie
 which he formed, and 
which 
o enchanted him that they hroke forth in his verses. * As for the ohjects 
of their calumny, it should be remembereJ that tllO:"e immoral cen
ors who at- 
t:l('ked the clergy, like .Jacquemart
 Gf'lée, and a thousand others, are equally :-'(,
 
vcre upon all other classes of men, upon magistrates, nobles and kings; and, he- 
sides, what can any historian infer from the clergy having beeu insulted in a trea- 
ti
e on the art of love? These severe satirists of the monks, were also (} istin- 
gni
l1l'd hy being the bitter calumniators of the female sex, amI that is another 
)"pa:,on why their whole testimony 8honld be altogether rejC<'ted. John de 1.Ieun 
docs not believe that there is one virtuous woman in the world. 


"Prudes femmes, par Saint Denis 
Autant l'n e!-t quc tle Pl1enix." 


Lines, methinks, which it would he difficult to match for their absurdity, bla:,- 
phemy, anù falsehood. Say, he affirms that there never was, and that there never 
will be a virtuous and chaste woman. .After this, it is plea...;ant to hear him la..h 
the vice
 of his age, moralizing and al'cu
ing the Illonl\.
, and arguing thus: 


.. Tel a robe Re1igieuse 
Doncqucs iJ e
t Rclidcux ! 
Cct :Ir;nment cst vitieux," 


I am aware, indepd, that it i
 not :,ufficient to re\yeal the inf:.mlY of such men, 
in or<lel' to be J 'u
tifieJ in )"ciedinO' in O'eneral the te4imOlw of the satirists anù 
JOb . 
Cf'nöOrs of the ancient Chri:-:tian t'ociety. Fools may 
peak wi
cly, what wise 
men do foolishly; and St. Augustin propo
eth the question, "110w doth an unjust 
IHan I Hoaise and hlame riO'hth" man\" thinO's in the manners of other men? By 
b "" '" t 
what rules does he judge? "?here. are tho
e rules written, unles:) in the book of 
that light which i
 ('all('(l truth ?"t '"That book of light," 8ays Duns Scotu
, 
" is the divine ! ntelli(renpc , . and in that li(rht the uniust maD sees what things 

 0 
 L 
are done justly, 'igitur in ilIa luce vidcDlus à qua imprimitur in cor homilli:-:, 
jlt!'titia i1la autpm (''''t lux increata.' ., t 
From 8uch que:-:tion
 awl 
clltenl'PS we may infH that the great ma.;;ters of the 


* Gou
('t. BihHothè(1 Fl'ançoise, tom. XII. :!:;/). 
* Duns Scoti, Liù. I. ;:'l'n1. Dbt. Ill. 9. -I. 




. .\u
u...t. de Trin. XIY. 1
. 



;
()S 


31 0 I: E :-- CAT II () LIe I; U] 
 . 


middle :JgL...., ,"onl.1 JJ3\"(
 :-:wctiol1í'il tlu' r(jt,(.ti o l1 uf no ('\"i.1C'n('(", un :my gromu1 
hut. tltat of jt... i lIu.j II
ic ,,"O.'llt h,....IJl'..... TIll' ('
 i....\(.II(.I' of 
tl('h w ri tef:-, hll\\'t'\'er, ii 
Hot ::-lIfJicil'lIt proof tu ju..ti(\' th' I))oth'ru opinion rl'..pt"(.ting till' bt:ttl' of morality 
in theil' timc, It \\a.. in (he féign of ""1. Lllu;s that tlU' gn
t fcmnt!('r-l of the im- 
Inoral 
atiric :-cJlOoJ flouri..lll'fl, who, lil,e l{j('h:ml de rIll', CourtoIs d' .\rra..:. narill. 
II:li..i:m\., Huon It' Hoi, alltl Cour1t,-Harht', !,-lIpplií'iI, ill ..nh..qIlIPllt tinu..., Bo('(':!C'io, 
YilIOII, alld Ibh('bi
, with ..on)(' of tlll'i.' \\'Ol":-t pa..,...:t;;(.... Tllc \Lhc )l
icu 
:--:ty
. c. [t is a 
lIrpri..ing thillg, th:lt thl'rc ..11011]11 h:! \'C JIl'\'('r I)('('n in France more 
poets of ga)Jantry. lIay, mort' Iil'l'l1tftHI" awl illlilloral poet..:, than (Ilirilig the feign of 
the II01il.:-t uf (11Ir 
il.
"Ì. Seithel' the c
ample of the prillcl', )lor the r('gulatioll:ol 
of hi... kill
dom ng-ain-:l irnmuI31ity :IIHI (Ii..urtlpr, \\"('1'(' nhIe tll rf':-train till' poets 
\\ ithin tht' hotllul-.; uf tJr('ir (1IIt)"."* TU:l n'f1("(.tilJ
 mind, on tIll" eontrary,lIoth- 
illg j.. Jc...... :-m'l'ri..i ng than till' IÞhelwIIJ('na to w h ieh he appt'a b. 1 t i
 l)t'rf('t't I)" in 
tlap ()rtlt'I' (If naturc, that at; . - of ('minl'nt IwIilll' ...Iwuld h, prolific in writers of 
t h i-.; <1l.:-{"riptiou. 
It wa-; 110 IIm"plt}" to th(' (,hri
tian ('llIIrl'h to he prt':",,-utul with ..m.h l:1et... 
:--:
. .Jerome (,(Hllplailll'(l 0" his :Igf', that f'ri\"ololl-; :1IItllOl",... \\"('1"1' I))o..t re:\lI, amI that 
111:111)" preferrf'(l the 
Iill':o:i:m fablc.
 to the huol.s (If PJalo.t 
Yet nil the othef JI:UU], if th 'I' books int('I)(1t't1 for the alUu"c'lJI('nt of thc fl'1lI1aI 
Jlall he ('omp_lred with tire ('l.)fnpo...iti(}l1
 "hich ("orn'
ponJ to them in the ancient 
jitt'l"amre (If tlae (;('lItil(:o:, ur in the IIHHlern 
()('iN
", 110 on(', I think, will he t(,lnpt 
('(J to III'illg them f<<,rw:ml in ('\"i.1PII('p (If n 1"'f'lIliar l'orruptioll of m:IIJIIl'r:-. in 
the mi(ldle agl':'. "
e can Ira 'C no rt':-l'mhblll'f' in tlwln to tl)(' (,31nnJlJion.; liLt,Is 
which ,,"pre fm'merIy c]('lIonnCf"(! hy human no; well :IS hy di\"illc (]l'Crcc:.-the TIo- 
man law con<1l'llIlIing all who \Hote or read them, amI ti,e Clari..tiau emp..ror:o; puh- 
1 i,..hillg ilia II 
"or<1inan('('.; to the !'.une dfect. Cc.rtainIy mall)" of the dJi v:l1 nm.... romall- 
("(.
 contain ohj(.('tionable }'a..:..:w(...., which 31'p(':lr the IlJOI"l' .l:uw('rou.., if we ('oll'"i(ll'I' 
\\ hat bt. J('rnme :-aith, "V('lwna 111111 c!:mtllr lIi..i mellc C'in'uIJIlita, et vitia lion (Icei- 
piullt ni:",i sub 
p(,<.ie umhr.lqu p viI1I1tnm:' nUl yet tllf')" iudicatp 110 :-y
tematic 
p1an to f:1I:-,i(," the prillcipIp.; of IlIIm:1II ('orulud, or to r('\"pr
p thp Chri:o:tian t)'I)('" 
Tht.), do not appeal' in tht' rallk of:m orfTalli?..] :11111 (Iplt'rmiu('tl uppu
itilll1 to the 
!'-pirit anJ law of the Catholic r('ligion. If tIle rOIll:wtic writers cOlltrihuted tu 
cr('ate a ta
te fc)r all that is wonderful and wil(l, it I11I1,t nn the ntllf'r halHI he ft('- 
kllowlt'(]
!'('(l that th('ir... wa
 (JftPII a lIIu...t (Ii..t'n'f't m;ulm"-s; :11)11, aft('r all, the an- 
cient sage who first fl'(h/('('tI POdl'
" tll :lrt, wHuM lIot f(
('h U"', 011 that a(,(,oullt, to 
dt "pi:"Je them: rò ôÈ AaujlaðTò" 'iôl\ is tIll' !'-:'yilJg' of .\ristotle.: 
peaking of 
GniIJ:mnH' de Lorry allll Jean (Ie )IelUIII, 
h'ph(,11 Pa".{lJi('I' 
a
":o:, ,. 'Yhether )'UU 
('l.III
itl.'r thcir :,oft 
(,lJt('n('('
, nr thpir hmuriful im:lg('r)", I wOIII(1 oppo
P thf'11I tll 
all the 1 taliall P"PtS. ])u JOU :'l't.k lIaturaI or mom) phiIo..ophy '! lOU find them 


* lIist. de l:1 Po
ie Frnnçobe, 1 i2. 
* Poet. 
4. 


t lI,ycrunymi Lib. I. Eph,t. 3. nd EU::otaclmID. 
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tll('l"(,. Do you d(.:,ire wise traits? Do you wish folly ? You will nUll them 
bow there in aLumlance-traits of folly from which you can learn to be wise. Xot 
('\"en ill theology òo they :,eem to be appn.ntices j and :-:ince their time, ::;OIllC 
have been in great vogue who were enriched with their plulll
 without cullfe
- 
ing it."* Pindar complains that "faLks cmbelli
heù with various false heauti
, 
irrÈp ròv åla81; ÀÓYov, ha\"e perhaps dcc{'ived the minds ofmortal:-:, amI poe:;)., 
\\ hieh renders all things sweet to men, !'uperillducillg honor, may have often ren.. 
dcrN.l crediLle what is incredible.,.t But the morali:;tjuùges le:'
;:;everely, anù with 
Xo\"alis 
ays that "it is the puet alonc who de
erve5 the Ilame of sage." Certainly 
the lay of the min
trel, or the romance of the knightly penman, has often inspircò 
heroi...m, de\'oted affection, and thoughts allied with jn
tice, in youthful brca
ts. 
Call the
e author:-;, if you wil1, vain, hut do not affect to be more severe than 
t. 
JCl"Ollll',who 
tylcs 1Iol11er "dulci...sime vann:::." You cannot, at lea:,t, a{'cu"e them 
of IIea\'y lightne
:" serious vanity, while of man)" you Illight truly affirm that lhey 
are plea...ant without scurrility, auùacious without impudence, learned without opin- 
ion, au(l :,trange without here-;)". "That profcHlUlI vicws of Provillence and the m)"So 
ter)" of life in that beautiful faLliaux of the ht.rmit whom an uugelleads through the 
world! ,rhat a 1l10ralles.;01l in the de.4ruetion of the hoy, who, c.1).jng ill innocence, 
is recei\'ed among the angels, while hi5 father returns to that COUl'
e of charity from 
which he had been withdrawn by an ù\"er solicitude to make a provision fur him j 
amI thus both aree\"emual1y 
a\"ed, whereas otherwi
e both would have been fore\'er 
10:5t! This admiraLle faLle, which Parnel translateò, awl partially di:-:figureJ, to 
renùer it conformable to the prpj11l1icl'... of his sect, occurs ill the Doctrinal de Sa- 
pience,! compobetl in the rear 1388, Ly Gui de Roye, 
\.rchbishop oft;elli. Huw 
easy is it a
ain to detect the 
pirit of Catholicism in the tenderness and delicacy 
of the passage in the Inferno, 


.. That day we read no more ;n 


[000 universally admired, and yet to which many pUf:ulels might be found in the 
writings of the middle ages, which were intended to amuse the leisure of the 
bower and ha11. If all this be fa]
e, 
till we must grant that it is what Plato 
calls" lying well j" wherea::; the man of that new lay the inventor, which 
gins 
with 


"I want a hero. )In uncommon want:' 


and generally the writers who have 
ucceeded the ancient Catholic poets ill that 
walk, by traducing the noLle worthies of history, and levelling all views of 
buman life, not merely lie, but lie ov l.:aÀ6"J;, 30:-' Plato 
ys; pubJi:;hing thing
, 
also, which if ever so true, the ancient moralists would have consigned to silence, 
or would have only di.scussed and examined in solemn conclave, before 305 few 


* Rt:chcrchcs de la France. liv, VII. 3. 
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l'lcct hmrt'
 a
 I'll
."i}'I(..* "X",.,'r woulel w(' p('rmit pO(>t
," says :::)0- 
cr:\H':O:, in a memorable l'a
"'a(rl'J (( to Pl'l-:-.uadc unf p('opll' tlaat Adlill(...., bciug the 

on of a gCÞc.ld
J amI of Pdt'u-" the wi:'.....t of men, umlthc third from Jon', ami 
(.ducatccl b
" the mo::'
 "i:o-' Clairon, wa full of such collflbion that he could have 
withill him
]f two ùi 4L..
 c()Utrar)" tù each 0111t'1" åVE\tv8tPlQV J.lErà lþIAoXP1/- 
J.laríai. A.crl au vTrEpqcpavíav 8Uð TE A.at l;"(}pW
úJY. ".. e ou
ht not to 

uffl'I' tlll'lIl to 
ay sUl'h thing:--, nor try to pc
uad the )"OIlUg,cJ, oí ï,PúJE; åvtJ- 
P6J1fúJY OVÔty ßt\riOl}ç, 'òTrEp yàp lv TO;; {Jl1CPO(JAEY iAiyo#EY, oi8' o(1za 
TtrÜra O(.T' áA1/01;."t ""e ha e, in tlll'
' remarkah}p wClrcI
 of Plato nn 
exact (I,':--('ription of nur IlllKh'ru popular litcratun., \\ hich is neither holy nor 
tm('. It was gi\'cn, illdl'(.d, to TIyroli ft) draw fiue tonc.; from nn .mti-pol.tic chord 
in the hum:m lll'art; but his imitator., amung a G()II-for
len people 11J.\"c had 
r,'a...on to ("{'pent their ('hoice in attempting to follow him. "ltat mad(' }>o('l!' of 
0111 \\"a.; faith, cli\'iu(', infinih' in its tI"..:in',.., in it" 
ighs .uu) raptures; 11II1lI:m faith 
:11"",), whi('h Ldicv('s in the' ad
.C'tiol1s of man, in hop"', in ho...pitality, in patl'ioti m 
-( 'hri.;tian faith, which purifies all, whi...h 
nctitì,-."Ì all, which dcfi.. all. 
""it It n...p' ,t to thc l'f'nSUre duc to the:1l1ci"nt roman bfchiva1ry, it \\/lIIId be 
J!rPat inju:-tict' not to makc In.lIIY distinetiolli-, anti :lcknowIl"(Ige tIll' man)" E'xh'n- 
uating- fpatUl"{,-; which hdoll b to tlwllI. \. nHK!t'rn \\ ritc.r of that da:o-... who t-p(.ak 
of "th -. \"l'nl'I'ahle l'hronidt'r:o-;' of the milIellc a'TP:o- \
11l'11 they wi
h to ...Iww that 
thl'Y \\ erc ml'1I \\ hn ha,1 110 'Ihe of j u-;t ice 01' mel'('Y, 
ys, that "while the I)('ro
 
of the ronne) tablc arc :- nt in th... m t dc\.out spirit to :-p.lrch for thc E\an
n'al, we 
fi lid tl1(,111 r('('reat i ng tllC'm...d n... frOIll t Iwi r toi Is hy the IJw...t (Ie'pm \"('cI plt.a:-tm: . j" 
he lJl'gI('(.t" to intl)J"lll hi.; n.'aelc'r, in cot1t'lu"ion, that no knight ('.\11 \\ in tht> priz(', 
but one \\ ho ha-- tilt' puritr of an :w,rd, :UIII that (me i:i fOUlul, 
il' 1\'r('e\"31, who 
Slu,'C,'t'(I:, in the qu ....1. But c\'('n \\ ithout invcstigation, Illl,thinks )la(I t1.(':o-(' ideal 
(.hara('!PI.... hN'n (,":ICtJy :-11('h as Ihi;, "rit('r n'prl'!-Cnb, Dantc who knc\\ thcm 
o 
weIl, wlH'n )1(' had h(':ml hi... !-:l
(, ill
trul'tor lIalllC tho:-p cl:1IIH'S alltI knight:. of an- 
tiqu. cia).:" a..; ht.'ing amon!! tIll' !-pirit'i fot" C\"C'!" lo
t, woul,1 Ill'\'''!" have ac.hlNI, that 
"o\'crpowcrf:'ll hy pit
, \H'lluig1. in 3111:1/(', Iii., mineI w' '1f)",t."
 In J!<'l1eral thf'..:e 
aIwit'nt books are judgl.'tl from the parnphr" "'l'o) of mooern }"r('nch writers like tho 
Count of Ca
'Iu,., anlI how thcy mu-.;l have (li
fig"ur('(l the oM ('hivalrou-; romances 
may 1)(' w('11 ('oll('('in'tl, wht'll mw oh
C'rvl's that in thcir vl'r.,itì('(] tran...]atiom: of 
Thcoeritn" thcy havc ('ontri\'pcl to ohJitcrate, c\'cn in him, 
oruc ('-,::prt. ..:ions of the 
mode..:ty of nature )Iiltoll :say
 that "the lofty fabI(''J am) }"011]:111('\:'t which r('- 
count in !-:oknm P.3,uto:f thc dceds of knighthol)(l, pl"()\"e(1 to him, by the pricc 
"hidl tll('}" I'.t upon ('ha-;tity,!ooo many incitt'llll'nts to the love and :,tcaÙf3
t oh- 
servation of that \'irtue,"
 
"'ou1ù you obscrve what pcnitenCt., what a ::;cns' of the ùasel1c,..:i of 
in, O('l'3- 


* P1.1to de Rl'pub. Lib II. 
t IIcll 5" 


t Plato de Rf'pnh" Lih. III 

 .\0 Apolog-y fOI ;:;:'U1
ctymnuu8. 



AGE S ú F F A I T II. 


311 


:-iolla)]y 1>rl'ath(l';: through these pagps ? Heal' the following narrative :-"Cour- 
h,....y re..;i:--tt.tI l'a
ion in the bl'l'a
t of U)TOn ]1' CoU(.toi
, a
 h(' ro<lc with dIP Lacly 
IIf 'laloalll', ..;aying to him withill lli
 mind, 'IIaa, Gyron! Be not guilty of vi]- 
lainy, a IlC i thin I,: not to d i:,honor YOl1r friellCi ; tal..: (' 11l'pc Iltow you (le:'l'l'v(, hy your 
liC'tion:-:, the cltarge uf treason, and uf gn'at villaillY. For if YOll ",holll(I aet tlm..;, 
you will l1l'vel' have honor more.' Xeverthele:-:..., hl' i..; about to 
uc('umb, till the 
falling of hi:-: :-:\\"ord iuto the fountain, cau:-:('s him to IHL,tl'n to the brinl", when on 
:-:to()pill
 down to Jra\\ it uut, his ('yes are attr:whocl hy th(' \\on1:, whi('h \\"t'rc 
e:tgravell 011 it : 'Loyaulté pa:-:::) tout et hlU:-;..;Né ]I(Hlllit tOil 1.' Gyroll, who h:ul 
often re:.Hl them before, \\ ho had Ut'en ofleu l'OlUft,rted hy them ill mallY ac1n'u- 
tures, and :-:orro\\":" now reads them, a:-: if 1ilr tllC' fir:-:t time, a5 :--olllcthing 11('\\"1 
which :-:peak
 to hi:-: :,oul. Iwmediate]y:;;t rIlC'1,: llloti.1l11l':'.; with a df'P]> 
eu:,e of 
tht' crime he was auout to cOlllmit, he cOlltilllll'tI to gaz(' ill !"ilence, :111(1 to nwditatc 
"ith a sorrowful countenance. The Jacl
-, 
Ilrpl'i..;c'cl. eU1I1P up aud a:-:k('(l him what 
he was thinking of, with snch earnl'4nt':--:o:. -Of "hat elo I think, I:HI)"? 
\.1a:,! 
I am thinking how nannwly I han
 ('..;eapcc1 frolll heing for (',"er dishonored; ancl 
1 feel that I deserve to die for hayillg !tarhcm'ci the thought within, of trea:-:nlt 
a
ainsr my friend; aHd I am r('
oke(l to takp Yl'ngpanee upon my:o:df. 
\h! \)('all- 
tifll] :-;wllrd, thou wert unce in the haml..: uf a bdtC'l' knig
.:t, when thou wert 
wielded h
' thy great HectOl' Ie Bnlll, who 011 no day of his whole life, had p\"l'r 
a thought of tre
Oll ; but I have thoug-ht tr('a:o'lIn, too fcnll :Llltl too vi1lainotl:', 
again4 the mo:::t courteou:-- man in tIle world ;' amI" ith tll('<;e word:" heing o\'er- 
cOllle with an intolerable !'"'en!"e of his uwn wickedllC':O::-:, he would havc p1un3l'(1 the 
:,word iuto his:,ide, and 
o ra:-:hly dl'stroyed the !'"'illllel' with the ::;in, had not the lady 
fa]J('n upon him, and constrained his arm, till a knight came up, who took a\\:lY 
the swore I. "* 
:\Iuch, I am aware, remains to hc 
aid re";l
cting the vice
 which d(':,oIat('(l :-,,)- 
ciety dm'iug the ages of faith. Great awl be'yond all dl':-,C'riptioll \\,pre the C'aJamitips 
nftl\(: city nfGod, when those two iumiuarie;o; awl immortal eolunllls of the Church, 
DIJl1linick and Francis, came into tlIP world. 
\,..; the historian of the )Iinors 01,- 

Cl"\'P
, "the demun ha\'ingper!'ecuted the infant Church, h
' tyrants,allt1 the Dl(H"C a(l- 
v3nc('c1 hy hel'etic:" endeaYOl'ed now to oppre,
 with hoth tIlt' joyful and flouri!o'hing 
Church, afHiC'ting it with h01'1"01':i on all side:" !wril=" of the swor(l without, herc:::ies 
within, and the iniquity of corrnpt manner:..:."t 
\\Ïth what eyes this eorruplion \\"as n'ganled hy mllJtitllde
 at the very tilll<', 
may be seen in the:)e wondrolJ
 annals of the pOOl"; and that the minds ur men 
were equally awake at the period uf the 
lJb
qllent rc'vo]lltiol1, may be lparnec1 in 
n striking mannel", fmm the third ::;ermon of Lewis of Granada, on the fcnst or 
t. 
Dl>minic, or from the disconr
e of John Francis Picu:" of :\Iiralldllla, De ref 01"- 
mancli" morihll";, which he pl"on01.lIlced befor
 Leo the Tenth. "\\ïlt thou tolerate 


· GyrflD]e Courtois, F. XLVII. 
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thesc mon..;tron
 things, 0 L('o, :11)(1 "ilt thou 
uffi'r tl.pm 1" p",claims this virtuous 
In-ill(.oc. "Lct tho e wlan llo 1I0t (o1.:O-t'I"\'l' tile' Jaw.; that art' 
o \H.lll'b("('(I, 1(.('1 thc 
forc.
 of justil'" ; f.'r it i, not hy l'I"t'din
 
olomollian tt'm1'lt." or th . Julia.n (.'(lific':: 
(If our agc, that \\C can (J<.tt'at till' tJ(..,i.rlJ"; of olU' eJ}l'lIli 'S; hut hy pr' prving the 
li\'ing tl'mpll's of God, in 
anctit
. amI ju:--tiC't." Th('rc" ill Le lIothing tv fml', jf 
\\C only pre 'n" thc c.1i:--,'ipliuc of our 1:\itl., :111(1 that holim',,:- of Ji{(., 1,)' whi('h 
the \\urlJ W3.., forrm.rly :,uhdul"J. Tlli., l'\"('ry order, thi..; thc ('Oll:--('nL of all gooJ 
l11('n, dpnla11l1,-; alill implon...:." 
J L i:-, }.o\\('\"('r, in a tìuurt' hOj)...., in ('ontra,t with tl1(' beatitude ofpeare, that UP 
t;hall he more ('xIH,,(

]Y n'(l'lir<'fl to :--lIr\"('y the vi
 of tIll' l)J"t'\"iou.. ag\ -. For 
the prc.....llt \\ ' lI1ay fl"l-ely O1't'11 0111' h('arts to till' 
hul..;on}(', lwl)' light, alill cwlt'a\"- 
or to rep.lir.l t1l.fipiene
 \\ lli(.h i, to he (ll'plol"l'll in 1II0..t hi..:tol"i(' monumeub, ill 
\\ hid. an ('nlin> 01'(1('1' of f3('I..:, tlmt, r(.btill
 to the fulfiJuH'ut of ju..:tiæ, is ('\.('111<1- 

'(1 to 111.1].:(' 1"00111 filr tll'tails Hot in the ]l'.I't UWI'C (-erta.in, Lut nlll)" pel"hap
 more 
in al'l'()rdauce with tIll' 
('('I"l't ,1 ' il"\'
 uf Il11l1lan vanity. 
ITu\\" {('w ha,.e J.('anl of till' ('ount allli (.ollnt...... of (;tH1l1i, t111' hl'lll'fadors of
t. 
'
in('f'nt (Ie Paul, ,,110 died the (ll'.lth of till' jll:--t, aft('r havillg \\alk('(ll)(
f()rc(ì()(l 
all thcir (by:--, in 
anl'tity! nut to "hat r(.:;ion of the worltl has not the famcof 
flll'il' IIlIlwppy /,-011 (.\.tl'lIt11'11, in ('nn"I'<}ut'(I{'(' uf hi:-- ('I'ror" ur his l'rinll'''? 
nreat awl gloriou... (1('l"(l..: Wl'rc \\ rou
ht (,
 ju..t 1I1l'1I :ullong our an(,l'40r:o-, Sol)",'; 
Ht'lll,diet ...\rdillO, t1wu
h hi..torian.., tn )"('('01"11 tlll'l11 , \\ pre wanting. If on" JUun, 
Leonart1o .\n.tinn, h:1I1 nnt \\ ritt<'11 tho..(> huols on the .\d:- of thc Flor('ntiup" 
flap yj rtm'..; of! I ugu('('io Fagiolini, nil 1'11:0. ('a..:t rucci, ( ;ui(lo of. \rl' 0, ](illg Rohert, 

Ia..tillo, .\r('llhi..ho1' uf 'Iilan, Count Alhl'ric, nah'.1J'70 of :'\I:mtlla, J>t'tl'r Var- 
IIt.
, aUt1 Gall':1.Z.lo :\Ialah':o.ta, would ha\.c lwri:--hl. t l frolll the human 111('11101")". 
JUllgf', then, 110\\ lUany ju:--t, holy, mill illlltK'l'nt men mU:o,t ha\'c flouri:;;hl,<l during 
,1.(':o:e n
e..;, of \\ hom we know uothillg. * 
\rho ('3n e,timate the multitm1e ufthe gohll'n all
e1i(' 
oub, l-tl11l1it1, p'lPril(', aUlI 
:.1t the 
me tinlt' pro{;HIIH1, to which tl.c middle n
cs gft\"c hirth, mill whil'h pa:-...- 
(,J without oh:o:t-rvation , or ]p3viu. p hehilltl in hi:o-tOiT all\' v(':--ti
e or memorial of 
o ,.... 
theil. trall..it? It \\ :,..; (,Ilough filr the ju..t tllat tllt.il' de.lth wa- preciou..: in th(' 
f'i
..ðlt of Gud, aIlll that th(.ir Jot wu... :HnOlw:-.t the t'ail1b. 
Bl'autifhl ami terrible was th('n th ' ('hm'ch, 3' at al1 tim,", :w('orclil1g to the 
\, i"'{'':)t poet; l)e:mtifnl in thc f-plpl1(lol' of the 
ainh, tl'rrible ill till' al'lIIor of till' 
Ftroll
, l)e:t1Itiflll in th
t golt1"n \"....tlllt'nt, ('ol11po:--l'(l of the \"ari..ty of tltp ju't, 
t..rl'ibll' in till' h:lIul of till' Il1i
IHY 011(':0; of 1..:rad ; hut ,dlt'n' i.. tIlt' int<.lIigt'JH't' 
that ('all l"now, 01' the ton;!nc that (':111 l'lHlmPI'al<' the "irtUl" of the hol)" JJlpn who 
pal'ifimJIy flouri:;h{'{l in the city of G.)c1, or \\ ho hr:wPl
' milita1<,-<1 in its d..fl'I1(,(''') 
Only in vi...ioll:-; of my:o-t(,I'iolisjoy that <li(l impal":uli..;<' tlw !-ooul, have :l few J11t'1l 
Lel'n "ouch
afet.l a momentary dal1l'e at the mi\rhh' h()
t" which in the fill:\1 
, .... ;::) , 


. Dc præstantia virorum 
ui a'vl ))iI111)
. .\nliq. 1tl\lire IX, 
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judgment we shall scc. "Deholtl!"' crif'<1 a vuice to one thus fiworetI, " tllis fair 
a:-;semhlage ; stoIC's of :-=nowy whitf>, Ilow Jl1lmhf').les<.:! The city where we dwell, 
bchohl ! how va:::;t; ami the
e our seats su throng-c(1 ; 1cw now are wanting herc." 


CHAPTER II. 


",,<A-
",-TL\T wa.;; the state of the public mind and manners generalIy, during 
I 'Jlr
 the milhlIe age:-;, in relation to justice, m" conformity to the Divine law? 
t> 'II J This i:; the first que
tion, which cannot be reasonahly answere(l, until 


. 
 we have ('on:mitell the couterupomneou:; writel's. But ere we proceed to 
!<r

-6- interrogate them, let us rccur to the reflection with which we clm-ed 
c!. the b
t ('hapt(')., in ord('r tllat wc may have a dear vicw of the position 
in which we i'tal1l1 towaras the solmion of the pre:-;ent problcm. 
I have i"aid tlaat the annal:; of nation
, ana the other monumcnts of antiquity, 
tr:m..;mit tIll' 1.::nu\\'leJ:;(
 of only a ,"cry small part of the jnst and sublime 
ouI
 
tllat }Ia,'c pa:-:";l'<1l1pon the earth; ana, we may a<1(I, that, dividc(I as the "'orI(l i
 
l,dwc('n those whom ('ITor and crime have seduced, the two f'ocietics of earth and 
11f'a"PII arc in wOUlHlrou8 sort confused awl hleJl(le(1 togethcr. ""
 e know not," 
a..; 
t. ...\..ugu:o:tin :-.ay:-;, "the number of the jll:-:t or of the SOllS of the Church, that 
holy IHothf'l" which may appeal' 
terile upon earth. The number of her happy 
childr01l i:; known only tu IIilll wllO call:-; the things that are 110t as thosE' that 
al"c."* 


"rf' arc not fiLVorc(l like him, t,) whom it was said hy truth it:,.;elf, '.r will make 
all my goo<1 heforE' thee paï::
." Ifwe woul(I not prove traitors in rcganl to hi:-:- 
tory, this is one of thf' oC('3<.;i()n
 OJ) which we mu.:::;t he content to hcIic,-e mOl'e 
than wemn seE'; for, to hehoI(l the 
nultitmlinous gra('e
 which (k:,cendell upon lm- 
lIJan milld..;, thron:;h tIle l()l1
 Iap
e of ages whieh we are reviewing, j.:::; a privilege r('- 
f"l'l"ved for i'pirit.:::; far otl)('rwi:-:e l'xalh:cI amI happy, than any which are 
till ClICOIU- 
pa!':o:(.d with tlJf' dark:-:olUe \\"('('(1:0: of fle:--h. It would be a vision of the similitude 
of di,'ine glory, 
u(.h a,..; will he 011 that day when the hearts of Christians i"lwH he re- 
vealed, aUll wh(,l1 th(' (ked.:::; ufthe rirrht hand that were to the left ullknown :,halll)e 
o 
to the univer.:::;e proclaimed. Xe,"('rtlwll':-::-;, while reason teache:o; the nec('s..;ity of 
waiting {(n. the future r('velatiun of the double mystery of "irtne amI of crime, it 
is already pos!"iblc, in thic;; life. to compare Christian and Catholic manners 


* St. Augll
t. Enf'hiri.1. c"'p. 9, 
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\, ith tho
e of the nucieut worll) tlI)(1 of the modern 
()('icty, anù to tr
ll'e tile Ù{'- 
n.Iopmellt of that il1d}i1Lle po\\er \\hich has so riehl
' fì'uctifi(.d God'
 vinc)"ard.* 
In iormillg a judgmclll on :--Uell a qm.:--ti(lu, 1 :tlll :lwm'l' that thcre i::; au aIml)..t 
infinite ,"ariety in tIlt' e,.i()cn('C tliat might he proc:luc('(l to !-Uil the l1iffcl'('u('c ot 
mim1s j for ('adl lILSt.'rVl'r, 3l'\"OI"tJiIl!! te) hi... ,.ttulip... :UH) habit... of thought, \\ ill })(' 
tli:--po..;pd to attaeh a gn.'atl'r illlporrarlt'c to :--o/ilC OJ)(' 01' otllt'r (If tl.t.. nulU4'fou", 
pruof
 \\ hidl lIIay be })roc:lul'\"tl from tI... hi
tor)" Hlld Iitt'rature of the :Igc... in 
re\"il'\\" In gelll.ral, nothing ,\ ilI.Þc lUol"t'('a){'ulah.d to \\ in attentiolJ aw) a --t.ut 111:111 
ilJpi()('ntal t<.:--rilllouit...., \,irh which :1
"'ur('(l1y lIOUIIC 1I('l'(l hc Sc.llItil)' pro\"iJl.d, fot' 
thc only ùil1i('uh)' l':In he ill cllUo...iug tlll'llI out of tilt' 1113
'" of ('\"id( nee \\ hi('h 
I'rL'æutd it
lf to the J'( ('olle(.t ion of l'n'r)" one \\ ho is cOI1\"er:--ant with the aIH'ient 
Chri
tian writing:"). 
I 
.liù al/:)l) that, during the middle agl''', the crimt: of the UlljLL...t \'l'rc often 
brought fi)l"wanl fi)r the ill..t I"IIc.t ion of 1IIt'1i ; 31H1 ('\"ery one kno\\ s that the !-tatl'- 
IIIelits lIf holy pril....li amI al)l,ol.; ha\"c I,. t'n l'oll\"('rtl'tl by modern writer..; illtn 
furmal t(....rirnonil.:--, tu Pl""'"(, tlat.. ('oITllprioli of pa-t tinw.... ""hetht'r th(' " great 
moraJi
t:i tlf the lUi<1tlle 3
(, did 110t f.olllctimc'i indulgc ill rhdorirol li('('n('(' in 

lIeh picturt....., might Lt' a \"pry u.ltural C{Ut 
tion. Till' j
ll
li..;h writ{'r:o:, mort'l)\"(.", 
of that <'lx)t'h, H'CIIH't] to ha\.c "('t'n Jwculiarly indiJll'd to ('('II:-UI"{" :lIId to a :--pirit 
of hi ttel. t'ritici:--m, frol11 wit ieh lIot (:\"(." Hu'h grl..tt awl "orth)" Jlll'lI :1:) John of 

:t)ibbllI"Y w('re 
lIflì('iclltJ)" l
"Ulpt. It JIlay hc o\'...er\"('(l al:--o, tlaat tIll' nlO
t t!l'- 
plol"".lLle pictllrt." of tilt' h"l'ul'ral (It.'pravit
, :'tH'h u... "t' filHl i II the pr'olo
tI(, to tlu' 
Custolll.; ofCluni, alltl ill the fir--t hook of tIll' .\rmals of the Carnaldole...l', we!'t' 

in'u a... a l
illd uf illtrodudioll to thl' lai...torJ ()f .,(Hllt' t'rnilll'lIt !-l'I"\'ants of (;0,1, 
the author:, of ...orne "oll()rous amll.:\.tt.'II
i,.e rl'forruatioll, OJ' l'\"(' II to 
r\"e i.lb a fi)il 
to the mo
t cminent virtues c..'\i--ting at the 8ame tinIP, which" ere :0-" gr'pat, :1-; to 
draw forth that exclamation of all ancient "riter: I' {) golden :Igc of Homualtl, 
"hich, although it kncw not tll
 tormclJts of per:'l'('utOr.-., Jct wantl'tlnot a 
pon- 
ta:lrou..: martyrtlolll! 0 goltlt'll :W", whi(.h :lmitl
t the tl":öCr " of mountains am) 
\1"ootls, nouri
hed 
() many citi7l'lI:-. (If the hco.lw'nlJ .Tl'rusalem."t But wha((""l'r' 
mar Le thought of th . remark..., tlae mo
t cautious re.u)er mu
t, at all ('\.ellt..;, 
admit that it will be nllc)\\ able to ml'(.t argumcnt... foundl'd UpOIi suc.h statements 
(If ancient wrih'r
, with the c\"i(lplIl'l' of rJll':--C writt.'rs thl'm:-;el\"e..;, from who.... pa- 
)'enthetieal alllI otlll'r incil)l'ntal mOth...; of l'
prt...;:-,iull one call often l.'olkct tll(' JIIO
t 

tisfactory of allldnds of tc
tilliOIlY, in }'l"Oof ufthe emincnt pi...t)' undju:--tiec of the 
('ontl'mporal')' gcm'ration. 
uch 1 concch"c to be that )"(,l1Iarl" of 
t. 
\lIgu"tin(', 
that "rarely wa.'i anyone foulHl ill his tinlt', to 1)lasl'hcme Chri4 with his tonguc." 
fo\uch that testimollY of 81. Cr('gor)" Xaí'ianz('n, Ie tl1at n JUall of plca!':urc, addict- 
ed to lic(.ntious hahit!5, wa.., thcn the ()t
(>et of puhliC' :o-{'orl1 :1Iul hatrl.d,"t whi('h 
:'"'l'cm
 rf'p('ntf'tl hy dlc XOl'm:m hi
toriall!', who !'lwak of tll(' di.;.;dain with which 


* EzpcL. 2. 


t .\ullul Call1slduJ. Lih. X. 
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o many knight:, refused to acknowledge "
illiam, on u('('ount of the illt'gitimacy 
of hi.., birth; 'Yilliam of J umiège e}..prc:-
ly rcconling that on that account he W
IS 
an object of contempt with the indigenou
 nobles. Snch that remarkable di,:,- 
tinction of Thomas à Kempis, "Et omnc,.;, ni fillIor, homim:s cnpiunt 

. CUlQ 
Christo, et ad popnlnm cjus pertinere; :.;('e! pauci volunt !--eqni vitam C'hri,.;ti.''1 
f'uch that complaint of Hichanl of St. Yictor, " IIow man)" do we see in our days 
poor in spirit, rejoicing ill hope, fervent in charity, abstaiuing mue!., and greatly 
patient; who ar(' Ile\'erthcle
s too tepill in n'spect of the zeal of :-;oul..,? ::;ome, 
a... if through hnmility, not presuming to reprO\"e delinquents; others, lp!'t tlH'Y 

honld spem to di:..:turh fraternal charity, fcaring to rCllloustratl' with humble siu- 
ncrs."t 
From a few snch paS:-ages as theFe, the least attentive reader, methinks, can 
form some idea of tlJl
 ju:,tice and 
piritual elevation to which the manners of the 
middle ages had attailled. "That phil()
ophic writer could now snpport his 
arguments by appealing to the public voice to confirm such ao.;,.;ertions as that 
it would be difficult to find anyone who bla,.;phemed Christ; that general bOOrn 
and hatred followed a breach of the Christian law; that all men probably wi5h 
to he with Chri
t, and to he of the number of his people; that the multitude is 
great who practice the precepts ofperf
ion, and who err only through humility 
al)(l the love of peace ? Yet, with"", certain allowanæ madc, thi:-i ('ould he done 
at 
o late a period as tI.e fifteel,th century; for that devout philosophcl', 1far::;ilius 
Fi('inu!;, dcclares that he cannot bring any other accusation against his age, but 
that of ha,'ing pl'oducl'(l one impious man, the brother of his friend Oricellario, 
Hwho vomits hla
pI.('mies against God, from tI.e 
ame mouth that was maele to 
pl'Oclaim I. is prai:,('." 
To complain idl
. of the pre
ent time, hy comparing it with the past, had always 
hpen a f.'1vori te (,x(,I'(.j..e of mora I:sts. 


"t:'tiuam vclcrcs mores, veter
s parcimoniæ 
PotlUs majori honori hic essent quam mores mali ! 
Kam nunc moreS uihil faciulIt: quod Hcet nisi quod ]ubet Y" 


SucI. is the complaint in Plantu" ; hut it ma)" he remarked that, during the ages 
of filith, tI.i
 propensity of humall nature has generally left lllueh It.:-ös trace of itj 
indulgenæ, 
o that this is the only point ill whic.'h the men of the middle ages re- 
sembled the modern race of Gallic land; in all other re:-öpects heeding little the 
pre,.;ent, hut in their comparative views of justice, seeming to be without a past, 
or, in relation to tI.p pn>
pnt parth, a future: anò, in fact, they hacl hear<l the 
Church declare in I.l'" 
olell1niti(',.;, that what the 
aillts of oM did not doubt would 
be, she knew had alreaely heen in great mea"ure fulfillcd. "It is a vicio\1.9 f'ro- 
p('n
ity of some men," 
ay:;; Guibcrt de X ogent, writing in the ele,'enth century, 


* Hist. Xorm. Lib. VU. c. 3. t Epi!;tolæ I. 
t De præparatione auimi atl cnntcmplatioDcD1, cap. 41. . 
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..to \"ltupel"at(' the <lee(]s (If tll(' nlOdenJs, amI magnify pa...[ ages. It wa'i right, il1- 
<1('(,(]. tl) prai
e thc fi.licity of the allei(,llt
, and their vivacity l))()(h.ratul hy prn- 
t)enee; hut in the c....timation of no di, 'reet P 'Non, is their R 'ubi' pro
p('rit
" ill 
:tlly manlier to he pn.fi'ITP(I to our \"irtue; for, although :1 ('(..'tain nwrit :,hone 
l.mim'lltIy in them, 
 (.t in u..., UpOI1 whom the elJeli (1ft he ,,"odd :11"(' ('II III 1', the gift of 
Ilatnrt. hath 1I0t 
rown torpid. The Jl't.'t.I:) that w('n' \\ rlln
llt in :llleil.nt tillll''', 
lIJa
', ill()('f..), he proclailUt'tl ju:--tly for the ret'reatioll ofmcn, hilt 11111..11 mure wUlth)" 
of lK.'illg' puhli...lu..d arc th(l,,<, thin
s whi('h are u",pfully p('r
'l"m.'(I l)y the nulf' in 
tlli
 ol(l a
(' of tIll' worl(1. If".. ha\"e he:lfIl that Go.1 ,,&1'; lU:lgllifi('cl in the ,J w1aic 
p.'Olhl', \H' 1a
i\'C kllown hy =-,Ul"' cxp(.riellcc that .)t....II:-' Chri,t a... Yl':;terday \\ ith the 
aall'i('lJt
, 
o to..{1ay \\ ith the JUoc.lcrn, i
 glorified. .,* 
\.:
.lill, w!tat i'i still more curiotl:--, hl...sr "hut ""alldalht'rt lJeacon, a mc,nk of 
Pnlluil'Cn, Fpeal,in
 in the ninth ('('ntury, ami 
a)'ing, in the prolog-tic to hi
 lifi. of 

r. Goa.., :ultlr('.....;ecl to tilt' .\1,hot )Iar('uv:lnl, "'ow that :--tIUIif''õ aftel' mall)" Yt'ar:ol 
ofpro-;tration ill nail, have h('t.'nlll
ul' to flCluri
h :wain h.r the lilx-rnlity of prinC('!o" 
aaul till' "i...dom of good mCIl, "e !-houltl he in('xcusable if \\ e .Ii.} not trau!-'cuit to 
po...tl'rit y the 
H.ts of the holy ]wr:o.on.. which hu\"e come to our knowledge. X either 
an' tilt')" to he llt'anl, \\ 110 a...crihf' !-o 1Il1H'h to pa't tinH'
, afi to .It'll)" that :111'y de('(I'i 
perf U 1'111 t.d at prescut ar' \\orthy of rt.'eortl; 
'r Divilll' Providen('c grants to all 
ag'I'- of the wm.M what i... fit fc)r the human ra" in JI10de autl mea....ure, '0 that it i'i 
not rig-I)t for u... to t]p..irP tht' fdi('ity of former men, nor is it cr('()ihle that if tll('Y 
('ould hav(' li Ire,(>('n the :--tate of our ti me..;, th..y "oult) h:l\'(' coru]l'J1UH'C I it ; for thpre 
art. now al
o in tllC ('hun.h mall
 I11l'lI ofillu...triou..; ,'irtue."t 
'rin ).ou dp...cel1t) to latt'r time...? "This city ofL).on<' I'a}':; Paravill, "altholwh 
it colltaills a llI('(lIey of all nation." t.:l1J justl)" claim the titlc of 'a houc:c of religion.' 
a 'congrcbration (If hrotllt'r:--,' li)r there rt.igns "ithin it a virtue 31)() a union wl.i{ h 
('an only pro('('('(] from the grac() of GC)(l."t 
Tlte ccl...brated Tr:n.f').:,:J ri, t hat holy and It'arlll..l \ m bro:-.e from the ])I'...ert of 
Camaldoli, coming to Bolpgna in the y.'ar 1134, found it a pre)" to civil ()j....PIl- 

ions ; yet, while lamentiuI-; th...se trouLIt'..., which h(' CD.leayored to appca:--e, he 
hl':"itatl't) not to !-:t
', in :L Ic tt".. to .\1I)('rt, ,. nolngll:L hath I1l('n to whom, ht.
idl'S the 
gra('('s of all humanity, is not w:lnting the [('31" of Goc). an(} the l11o,t pro(01J1Hl 
rt'\"t'rpnce c.)r rl'Iigiol1 ; !'o that without regard to the many IIlona...t('ripc; of our or- 
tlpr which it ('ontail1=--, Ilece...
ity urges me tt) love aD(t cht'ri:,h that ('ity, anti to take 
delight in it."
 
III tile cpitaph of the hll....."c(l (;ui(]o, in the convpnt of 'Iinori at Boh)ITna, 
whil'la is of the foul"h>enth ('('otm')', that city i... :--tyl('(1 Civi
 sensata, to e},.pr
 
it:-; celdu.at t .cllt.'arl1;ng, which ga\'e ri:,e to th(\ 
.tying, "Bononia clocet:' 'faflieu:; 
V' cggins a=--('rioc
 the 
uccess of St. BerIJ3rdine's preaching at )Iilan, partly to the 


* Guibt:rt de NOTigent. Gesta Dei per Francos. 
t Paravill lIbr. de Lyon, Lib. III. c. 18. 


t Acta. Sanct. Ord. 
. ncn
ùict. tom. 2. 

 .Annales Cama]ùull'n
. Lil1. LXI I. 
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charaett'J" of the inhabitant:--, \\ horn ht' (le
('ril)('s as a mo!-t humai1P p('op1<', most ml- 
tli(.tl'tl to the divine won..hip, uf a bwed :llltl gentle nahll'(', ofl'en:-:i\'e to none, ('n- 
\.ion..; of 110ne, alway
 tIe:,irou
 of gOltd, all(llivill
 together in :-;inguIal' hent'\"ulenoo 
an(1 charity, 
ffking rathel' to augment than tlimini:-:h the honor of !"trangel"s ; witJl. 
nnt d(.('pit, without affi:etatinn, awl aftt'r :-:inning not with difficulty brought to pen. 
itU1Cl' "* ){nratori l'all
 )Iilan "that hdo\'e(Il'ity, where still the lIIaunel'S ofth
 
(rolden alre m
n" be seen to fl()uri
h." t The hoh- amllearnetl Silrebert , in the tweIfd, 

 0.1 ,,0 
century, had l'ontraeted f'uch an affection and re..;pect fOl. the citizens uf
Ictz, tlm'- 
ing hi
 re
itll'IH,'e among them, that he ino;;crte(I an elabomte pane
yrie Oil theil. (.it)", 
into hi;-; hi;-;tory of Thif'rri, one of theil' bi:,hop..:.t 
t. Bonan
ntnra WN1t f.'lrtllf'l. 
tÌIan to prai:-:c Olle city. I Ie u:-:l,(l to return thanks to Got! f(H' II:win ó :-:ellt him 
into the worIt1 in an :tIre when he could hoM ('Ol1ver
e with tlIP hoh' lIIen tlmt were 
o " 
then liviug in the order of )Iillur;o..
 "If any age can be called gol(Iell," 
ay.. tIlat 
religiou;-; philo:--üpher )Iarsilills Ficil1lb, in hi:i INter to Paul, the physician and a:-:- 
tronOIllPl" of )[id,lIelmrg, "nnqne:-:t ionably it is that wl:ich 1)J'otlu(,,'s in greate,t 
numher the mcn of golden soul
, whom Plato :-'pL'aks of; al)(l that :-;uch is OUl' ag(', 
no one ('an clltertain a (lonbt who willl'xamine it with attention.''I1 
,Yïth J"l':,p,'ct tl) the moral character of the laboring pOOl. in the mi<1clle a 6 PC;:, 
there are m:lI1Y ilH'i,lental fragment:-. from which, I cnucein', we !"lwultl ht, jll:-:tiíi('el 
in infi'l"lllillg a fa\'orable e:-:timate. Snch i,; that pa,;sage in the dialoólle ascrib('ll 
to 
t. An:-:dlll, ,,'hel'e, after the cowlition of :o.oldiers amI of al"ti:-:alls is ::;hown tl) 
bc full of peril, to the sonl, the question i-; pl'Oposctl, "That ::3ay you of hu
banc1- 
men? which is thus aI1:-:\\"ereII by the mastel", "The majority of them are 8:1\"e(1; 
hecau..;c the
" live with !'iIllPlicity, al)(l fp('tl tll<' pl'ople of God with the labor of 
their hand:;, and, therefore, are lhey blc;o.sclI. .., Yon have, in many places, proof 
of the ru..:tic population being profinmdly imhued with a rdigiO\b 
pirit, awl, ('01}- 
:--PlJuently, we mn:-:t infl'l. that tIle gl'lIeral tenOl. of its conduct was ju
t al)(l filii'. 
"A cireum
tanec happpnetl in my )"(mth," says 
t. Gregory of Toul':O;, "which 
8hows u:, with what reverence anlI advantage well received breaù that hatl been 
hle;-;..:etl by the haul]s of a holy prie...t. .\. (,PI'tain pl'ip:,t going on a :-:olitary jOIll'Jl(')", 
callle in the evening to the au:-:pice of a poor man, who r('('civet! alullo(lg<'ll him. 
During the night, the pl'ie:-:t rose as u:;lIal to 
a'y his office, al)(l the man, whom 
11l-'<'C,-;ity obligeel to go into the fore..:t t() earr)' wooll, ro,.e very carly. .\.('eording 
to the cu
tOIll of J'u:-:til", before it wa
 light, he de:-:iretl his wife to give him :-,Olll
 
food , whieh !"he brOlwht to him' but. the Illall h:winO' received it , wouM not fat 
0' 0 
it hefore it hael heen ble:-::-:el1 hy the prie
t, or until he ha(l received enlogip:i from 
him,"** . 
Stephen P:\
q\lÌl'r mal\:e-; an oh:-:ernüion whieh, in the same mannf>l', proY(':o; the 
rl'ligious io'pirit of the age in which he wrote. "Thel'c i
 110 more effectnal way," 


* Wath1. an. )[jn. X. t In Script. rer. 1t:1ìic. Præfat. t IIist. Lit. ùc 1:1 FralH'. 'fit IX. 

 Wadding .bwlL tom. I\ . :III. l
lj
. I :\Ian.il. FicÏlli Epi
t. Lib. X. 

 
. An
elllli Elucitl:lrii, Lih. II. cap. 18. .": Dc (;1(11 ia COllr('
-1 rllln. c. 
a_ 
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he says, " to mak\' a prinec 10,(' the hcart:i of hi
 I,Mplp, 3ml dl'lu'i\'c him of 

trt'ngth, than hy ('''('ommllllil'
llion, :">('(.ing tlaat tilt' prill('iph' Po\\('I. of ('\"'I'Y I\.ing 
1 il'b in the IIt'\'otioll .\:1 I lo\'c of It i'i sllhj,..>t"."* The fol'(,l' of :--11('11 :1 pa':--.Ige c":m 
be estimatpc:l, wh('11 Wl' oL
t"I"\'c it. cumparativc inappJicahility to thc III:UIII('I':, of 
men in SUbsl'qlll'nt tirm s. 
Tlil'rt' i..; 
oml'thing, Iw.lin, \."I'Y strikin;; :1..; ilwilll'IHall'\'idenC(', in tilt' IH:lIl of 
history plirslIl'Cl hy .\ lfim:--o, of Cartha IP ('II:1, \\ it!. !"l'ganl to t lae kilJg
 of 
paill, wlao, 
in ..dating how ('.I(>h i.. r('pn':--I'ntl"11 in Pdinting-, pn' pnts tIlt' mo
t :-.tril.:il.... f('atlll"('''; 
()fhis l'
larn,.ter in U ('oll:--pi"UOlh Dnd pichn', ...que lUanu<,r. Tim., "'amha, lIP 
ys, 
is paillte,,1 al'm('II, hut w('arin
 a 1Ht)
d
'
 cowl; anll(ht'r i.. p.linte,1 in a pac'itic> \"(:
t 
thou
Ii l11o...t warlikc,I)('(>au";t'clllt' nt'\','r waIT' c:l again...t tlac illthh.I:o.. .\lfc,u"'o (ht" 
a:,trolog(.r, is paintl'tl in a Imw pacific rolw, holding a book ill Iii hand, after tIle 
mal1lwr nf learnt....l men. The attachml'nt of tho
' killg..; to holy prit.:--t:--, i:s imli- 
('ate"l in this 111:11111('1.: Kin
 _\thanagildu'i i
 p.lintt'Cl in a pacific garb, ha\'ing at his 
..it!<<, 
t. 
fartin, "ho pre'd('hl'll in Galli, ancl St. _ 'Emili:lIl. Kin
 L<,O\'i
ildli:. is 
painh'll al:..o in a lon,r pae;fì,' hahir, amllll'ar him 
tallc1 L":IIU1('I' all,1 I...i(lore, 
p:lll- 
i:--h nrchbisllOp:o-. 
nintila th" ::>C'('(md, king of tl& ' (;I)tl&:., i:, p:lÏnt(.,1 in a p:l<"itì,. 
\"C"t, in romp.Ul
. \\ illt 
t. Eu
,'niu..., arehbi..hop of Tol(.do. Hec('lbuindu... i.; paint- 
("I in eOlllp:my \\ ill. :-\t. Illc,fcm...n.... JIprmigiu..; i..; paintcd in a p:l<"ifi(' robe, \\ ith 
tIll' Arrllhi...hop Julian POIlU'rins at hi... sidl', a lUan ofrC'llownPiI life an,IIc"II'nill
. 
,... ('remulleIns tit, 
<'C()Iul, i:.l'ainh'(l IC':lIlill
 on a ..taff, h:t\.in
 :It hi
 :,i(Ic. tilt' .\1"<'1.- 
hi..;hnp of ('omp()
tell(), awl another lu'C'lah'. Fpr,linaml tllC' Fir...t i... paillt(.cJ in 
armor. on hor:o:ph:l<'I.:, [-,t. ,Tallll'S dpliv('ring' to him thc kpys oftlaC' city of('oimhm, 
amI 
t. Dominlls (It' 
>illo
 at hi:, 
i,h'. Alphon
o tll(' :--,'\"('nth i'i painh'cJ :--('.th'cI 
on his throne', wearilw all imJwrial (li:ull'm, ha\'in'. at hi., :--;clc 
t. .\t1(.I(.lm. 
.\Iphon...o th" Ei;;hth i..; paiute.(1 :1rl11(.(I, on laor:<oC'h:u'1
, al\(l lIt':lt. him :--tallli ('011- 
!ool:tnria, nlll)C.
.. of I Itlt'lgas, \\ hic'h ('Oß\'('nt lie fUUlulPI1, alltl 
t. 1 )"mini(', tilt' fatlwr 
of pr(':l('IH'r:--.t Certainly thel'c i..; a g-re.1t cli:-tam'" h.t \\('('n thi..; humhle mode of 
writin
, 
o ('!aaradPt'i,tie of the mideIle ag<<'''', :lIul what i..; eall,.(1 tll<' philo...ophiC' 
majt':õ-ty tlf Tac>itn..;. But, Oil tlw oth('l" halul, who t!o('.. Ilot ppn'pin' tJI:tt it ha.. .1 
('('rtain hint! tlf Illerit; fin' who clol'" not fepl that it "upplip'i Illo...t (le<'i:o-i\'c (,\'i,II'lIc,' 
a..; to tl&t' pr(',]oll1inallt (.hampter of tln:...c men; amI if n :--imil:u' moc1p of hi:--toric 
representation W('re' aclapt<'tl in rPÍ('J"('IlN" to the' raf'C of kill)!'" who ('1111,":1(>(.,1 thl' 
modern philo..,)p")", :lIHI prC'fetTP(1 it to tlu' Catholi(' filith, who ,\mald lIot trust it., 
fi,leIity? I do not inquire how ont' ou:;ht to paint th{'..;" prin/......, or' what P('I':.;on..; 
!'olum1tl Ùf' pla(.t'(1 at lht'ir :<oicIt' ('l.rtainh' it \, ouhlllot hc Iml"lH't! ahhot.. awl !-aint- 
, . 
I)" hi,;;;llOp". I do not proÍ)o..;e a 'l't
tioll, whirh IlO one w01l1.1 he, f()r :L moment, 
:11 a Im;
 to aU"'H'r; hut I a.,!,:, \\ lao \\oultlllot rt'('o
lIizl' tll(' portr:tit at tire fir:.:t 
"ipw, and, howen
r ridiculous l11ight be tilt' n..;so('iatioll of ima
c..., who could doubt 
th('ir ac('urney ? 


* n,'C'hcrdw... dc 1:1 FJ:1I1C'. ilL l!J. 


t .\Ifnn-... f\ (' II th:a!:'c'un nf'
. IT j,.. p. .\n.L('cph.LJæo
is. 



AGES OF F.\ITII 


310 


Again, (-om the gE':tpr31 tone of literature, am] esp(.ciall)" from that of dra- 
matic rC1>rt.,:;elltatioll
, ::-imilar conclu:o;ions Illay be drawn l"c"'pecting tl;e ('l1ar- 
,aeter of the Rge to which they belonget1. In a former Look we oLser\"eJ the rc- 
ligious 
one which di4inguished the learning of the miùdle ages. IIere we might 
appeal to t'lle lleroic and noble imagcs of virtue whiph ahollll<] in their popular 
poem" and legend.;:. A French travellel' has latd)' l"emarketl, that the Sp
lIIiat'll..:, 
ill their :lilcient cOlllP\]ie:" had captivating cxatnples of all the virtues that can Le 
rccollllllcliÙCll to a people,-loyalty, firnll1c:s
, justice, and above al1, mercy and 
gl')()(lne$ ; so that no one could hardly witness them, without feeling a stronger 
<li:.:po:,itioll to practise these virtue:.:."* It wa-; the early heresies, as I shall have 
occasion to show, which infu:;e<.l a contrary :-:pirit into the dramatic piecP,5 uf EIl
- 
laml. 
If we proceed to examine the course of historical events, we have evidence of an- 
other kinù equaIl)" satisfilctor)". 
\rhell we find tIle French nation f;1) indignant at the voluptuous life of Chil- 
deric, that merely on thataccoullt the)" drove him from his throne, and gave it to 
another king, and did not permit him to return till after eight years of exile, when 
in the ymr 46-1 they became appea"'l'd-whell we find Judicael, the king of Brit- 
tany, choo:.:ing not to dine at the table of the king of France, for the re3SOIl speci- 
fird L:, t;t. Paul, and in order to a\"oi(1 it going to Jine with the chancellor, St. 
Onen, at whose table ,,'as read holy lesson::;t-\\"hen we reaù of a St. .\..ùalhard in 
the IXth century, a youth ill the palace of the Emperor Lewi:::;, and that when 
through hatred of I
ing De:,ideriu:-:, the emperOL. put away his lawful wife, tbe 
daughter of that king, and married another, this young ..-\.ùalhard, thongh only a 
boy, felt such a detestation uf that act, that he left the paiace, 
Hll] renounced all 
the brilliant pro
pect:; with which the world presented him,! we are led of ne('e:-;- 
sity to belie\'e that amiJ.:-:t the society of those times there wa:; a living :-5ense of 
virtue, a re:-:pect fOl' ju:.:tice, anù an infinite fear of transgressing the Divine law. 
In general, I ml1:-5t repeat it, the views taken hy modern historical writer:::; re:-peding 
the manners of the middle ages, are certainly calculated to excite the a:::;toni:;hment 
(If those who llave made all exact and conscientiou:::; study of that interval. It would 
be well fOL' hi
tol'ians if they were placed ill the circumstances of IIomer, who 
nen
r speaks .)f the bal'Larians, for the reason, as Thucydides 
ugge:-;t..;, ..th<1t 
therp wa..:, in his timc, no common name to oppo:,e to them; for he docs not :,peak oÎ 
Greek
 under olle name, but only talks of ...\.rgin

, and 
\..chæans, and others.:-5 
Tlw age of Loui.; X IV., 01' tl)(' age of the p..;enc1n reformation, were with mall)" 
writers fOllnd q)O("h:-; of great cOlln'niellcc, to which all other period.; of the 
CllIIl"('h were cOlltra...t('(1 :1:" bal'bal"OlI.... 
\ Catholic hi!o'torian, than whom 110 one ever evinced a !!reatel' tltir:;:t for truth 


* Bllur!!o!f!n, Tahlenu rle l'E:õpagne. II. 403. t Lobilleau H i!'t. <!e B. et. I. 
: Vita. S. Atlalh:udi 
Iahill. ncts. :::\. Ordinis ßl nerl. Sæc. IV. 1. 
 Tbuc}"(1iò. Lib. I. ('fir 3. 
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ami jn
tÏl'(', 
lYS that "th('re neV('I' \\"t'r(' mannl'N more oppc,
ed to those of the 
primitivc churl'll than thu.' , whieh reignL'(1 during the tenth century." OL:,crve, 
however, that cvell while drawing a Ill
t dark picture of ignorancc and harbari...m, 
for the purpu
 of r('prc
t-nting thC:)C tilllei, he formally admit...; that tIlc primitive 
ùiscipline of the church continued to 
\lh
i
t till the lx-ginning of the tenth cclltury, 
amI that there 11l'\'t'r wcre a
I:;o, of greater piety finll fen"or; that thf' mo...t holy 
amI zl'alous men ..\I('("t.'("(lt"(l in continue,,1 ordt'r, an, 1 that evcn during the wor:o-t 
time the faith was always purl', the great principl' ofnuH"alit)" firmly 
hlLli::ihL"(I, 
and the traJitioll, not unly of :o.ouml.. doctrine, hut of manller:--, pr .-.crvcd. Th'
 
&:'ntenCl'
 are contr:.uIi('tory. The latter are incontJ"c)v('rtiLlc ; fi)r we h
l\"e in our 
hallll
 the writing:o: amI thc mpmorial'i of the t('nth c'elltury, \\ hi('h Iu'o\"e that no 
buch prodigiou:; Ilnd :-.ucId('1l c'han
c had takl.n phll't'. The latter then.fore Illu..t 
be bubmitted to a lung interpretation, to fr'. them fl'om the ('rl'or which nro
 no 
duubt ill a grlat measure from th' int1ueul.'C of a c'prtain :--choul Lu which that 
il1u:,triou.. hi...torian hall het'u attaehL'(I, awl partly perhapi from that fillulm....:-, fur 
antithl':--i:" ami of 
.r:'tl'matic cli\"i:--ioll
, \\ hich :'0 ofh'n It':ul-; the 1)I.,:,t writt'r:; of his 
l'oulltry into l'
aggcmtioll. Chateaubri:uHI :--ays, "If you wi:,h to... 'C the horrors 
uf thu.... age..., read the Council':).". True: but he woul.) him...df be thc. first 
t,> add, if you wi...h to :--l'C tl1l'ir virtue anù their ju....tice, rl'ad the Coullcil
. It is 
tllCrc you oL--en"e with what ...oli("itIHI
 pro\'i...ion \\a
 m:ule that, a
 the 
Chllreh pray:" the people (If Gütlmight :lvoi.1 ùiaboli(' cOlltacrioll.t Xothing mil 
he more illjuriuui an'ain to hi:-.tory than that Pirrholli:o.m amI 
pil'it of singularity 
to which so lUallY of the modl'rn writers 
lbalHloned thelll:-;c1vcs. "I will !-oay, 
ul:,o," acId.. I.J('nglel Hu Frc:o:noy, "that too lUany rdlectioll"i pro(lncc no If...... UIl- 
t'Crtaimy in hi:--tory than too few, a:o. i
 :--l'('n in \Y ar il1a..;, \\ ho ('arril'(1 away by the 
heauty of 
m ' deep :--p('('ulatiolls rC'...}"-octing the tll'ath of the' Princc of Ca=--tille, 
pa
:--L:; Ch'cr in !-ileu.'C th(' rt'al circum...1anCl" which hc hall bl.fore his e)'C::) in the 
h'Uer:-: of Pl'h'r 
Iart.rr, in order tu ilululgc hi, imagination with these subtle and 
{!roUlltlleo.:i rl'fll'(,tioll:o-:'! It i.. an aeut
 remark (If (':mlan; "np crt'tla" OIllIll'S 
homines tam l'allidos e.......C'. ut tll ('... ;"
 amI Lord Baeoll make's tilt' :-:1111(' ; ('Certain- 
ly," ....aith he, "it is an crror fre(plcnt Ct)r ml'n to 
huot uvcr, amI tu :o.llpp
 del1>- 
l'r ('IJ(I
, and 1ll00'e ('urn p
'"J-reache::J than m'p." l\IorC'o\'('r, thprp i.. a confn..ion of 
('pc)('hs in the mind of modern \Vriter
, who dc:--ire to :-how tl1l'il' kllowled
c of 
French hi:--tory, hy "pt.akiug uf the manners of till' anCil'llt .. I:l'gin1l'," a... if 
tho:--e hacl heen the manners of the miclllle a
l', awl ai if it W
Li the sy
tcm of 
the middle ages, which th
 rc\"olution of the la....t century o\"(
rthrew. Bllt the 
antiquity of this 
tate, date's only from the ..i:--,- of the modern philosophy, w!tic-h 
by t1iminishillg the influence of f:lith, h:uI 1('(1 to thp '-t.('uIari?ation, ancl to the 
demoralization of ::iOCiel.r. }'ur when ::>llPcrll:uuralmotivc:o- and manner:, hatl been 


· Di...cours ni..t. tom. III. 420. 
t L'bistoÏle ju
tifieé coutrc ]es Romans. 


t Sum1. XYI. nftf'r Pentecost. 

 Prudc'ntia d\ ili
. cap. G2. 
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bani:-:hell from life, a
 relic.; of a fal
e rf>ligion, and of (lark agc..;, there could 
be nothing reaped uut the fruits uf a lict:'ntiou:-; naturali:-m. 
Tltere is ag.lÎn auother kiud of evidence of which we Illust take advantage, ari:..- 
ing from the numerou:-; institutions which existeù in tIll' middle agt's, :--pre-..uling deep 
amI wide roots through the whole social stato am} which, like the confraternities of 
Jai,.:..:, were e:-:pecially directed to pre:-:erve the public morals from whatever could 
occasion 
('amlaI. * The:-:e, as tIle Church sing:" were the true fmternities which 
overl'ame tlte crime:; of the worlù ; and followed Christ, possessing the noLle king- 
ùom of heaven. 
In Spain the numLer of communicants in any city, u:-ed to be eonsidered, 
till lately , as the certain ba::;is for calculating its population. t This was the fruit. 
which the
e a;:;:,oeiations produced every where. 
The Florentines laid the axe at the root, when they established tho:;;e societie:-; 
of Iay boys, composed of the noble, midùlf>, and poor classes, which Allibro
e of 
Call1al(loli describes in his letter to }'>ope Eugene. O\"er each uf th
e division:" 
a faithful laic W::IS appoillted ; a grave religious man, who trained up these pupils 
ip a 
eeuIar llahit, fin" the 
ef\"ice of the Et('rnal I
ing. "Their mallner::;," 
ays 
T ran.rsari, ,. were }lre::;cn'ctl in innucence ; tllf'Y were taugh t to a,' ,)id vai n !'peetacles 
and plays; to ab:,tain from light worù::;, to go often to confe:-::,ioll amI commuuion, 
awl to exerci,e their talent..; in whatever manner their parcnt..: might wi:.;J.. Ou 

11l111aY5 and fe4ivals they all as:--cmbled in one pla('e, to celebrate the praise of 
G()(l, and to ltave rpcreations of :,alutary colloquie". 
\.f[er the ::Ige of boyhoud, 
theyelltered a superiur cla;:;:; fOl" youth:; ; and again a thinl \Va..; reaùy to receive 
them, :'0 that ther were trained to justice through all the cl'itical stagcs of their 
live:-:'! 
Dante puts the de::-,cription of the ancient purity of Florence in the mouth uf 
one of the bles
ec.l 
pirits. Truly, the manners of our enlightened cities at pre
ent, 
would be stran
e matter for an angel's tongue: but what would it be to behold 
amI conYer
e with the:,e first Florentille
, who:;e rcnown time cover:;? To see 
the Ughi, Catilini, Filil
pi, theAlberichi, Greci, andOrmanni-illustriouscitizell
, 
who
e origin wa..; a theme for the discourse of a celestial man froll the desert, 
Amhro
ius of Camaldoli.9 
It is clear al
o, that the different orders of chivalry contributed, by the internal 
regulations whieh they maintained, to preserve or revi\"e the manners of the 
('atholic faith. "-ith what zeal aJ.1(1 solicitude the moral:; of the Teutonic knight
 
in Pru....ia were defeuded from cOlltamillation
, mar be !-'een in all works relating 
their hi
tory. ""'inrich Yon Kniprode 
nt yi
itors to examine whethel. there 
n"as 'iny thillg to hp founa contrary to the honorable allll holy life. They were 
fir::t to admoni
h them with a brotherly love, and then, if that f::Iiled, to puni
h 


.. HJ\lia 
:hcra, tom. i". 5
.o. 
* .
nnal. Camaldlllens, Lib, LXII. 


t Bnurgoign, Tableau de l'Espagne, vol lIT. 171. 

 De olÏginibns Florentiuorum ('h'h:U\ 
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"itll the !-trielp..t imp:trlia}it
.. TJ.i..; virtllolli di"'riplinc producêtl the hapJ)i(....t 
f'fl
'('t.; upon tilt' ('iti.I.t'IlS al,..1) of tile .1itfcn'nt bt:lft.:o. of PI"II

ia. "ïgal)() f-:l)'S, tHat 
!--(}ldil'r
 amI riti7t'n:i wercall a1il\.l" mailllailu'(l in \"irtlloll'i onll'r, hy the (>xalllple 
al)(1 l':lrc of "ïurich '.on Knipr()(I('. ,. T,'ruJÏt mi}itf'
 atqllt' ('li('lIt('..; in ju
titia 
Iwr 
1I:trn prlul('ntiarn, rive,. et ru..tico..., lauùabilitpr guberllalldo, vidul::i ft orpll:tniÞ 
('.)lJI p:u-i('m 10. 
It \\":I:oõ on):riupd hy "Jnrich '"on l
nipru(h', ill ]332, tll:lt in ("'f'r)' 1101I..e of IIle 
ord('I' which (''Ontain....l a'i 111:111)" a.. t\\"(.l\"c kni
"t... tlu'r.' !"hlllll.ll)(' two V('I'
' }('al1l- 
(.d 1I)('n to ill
trllC't :llul rf'tain tll('m in religioll an,1 jll...:ti('('.+ In 13S2. vi,..ilor... 
"t'rc :I!!ain :'f'nt Ihrou
lumt Prll.....i;, to f"XamilH' wlwtlJf'l. :111)" HUC lu,)ulIJ!ill r IU 
till' ortl('I' "a..; i
lHH"ant (If the 1....1:11 pr:t)"l'r.. of Chri,..tian..;; :111(1 if
lII)" 
lIch w('re 
GÞllluI, tlH'Y Wt're to ht' Pllni:oõlu'(l.! 
.\g-:riu, tll(' 
1II('iplit "rirprs tllt'm..,.h"f' fi)J'm anotl...r ('1:1,";:-1 of \\"itJ)('
..;f'..; to pl"O"c 
the ,"irtHe :1Iul jll..tiC't. of thc l11icl<<1I(' n
f'... "llat a multitude of ju..t mCIl then 
:-.lu'('('t..I('(1 i n ('on
tan t or.l('r, h)' "ho..t' ('ouv('J":o.e rh('('rl'(l, the p('opIc jou rm'yftl 011 
:lIui (('Jt nl) toil! TJH'i!" wurk...:, it i:, tm,', :rrt! an hut h:t!!
a
" out of (latp 110\\- 
ho()l...
 that \\ ere \\TiUl'n hy IHt"n of hOl1nr', fOI" otl...rs lik(' thelll
eJve...; bllt till' (ii..- 
pf'r:-t'(l fra;!111t'lIh of tilt 
e 01,1 "Tilt'I", which \\ C o("('a...iol1ally mf'Ct with in UIC 
(.om})()..irion... or IImc)C'rll J itt-l"al III'", impl'p,,
 IJ
 in!'tautJy with the it)..a that" e 
:-;luHlI.l r,'v('rc amI ki. them, a..; if th(' hOI1(':) amI n.lif''' of hoI
' lUeu. " it J"; 
not 
ai.l,'. Ob::iCr\'I'" Pa--<luier, lx'ginning 10 :'-I)('al" of .Alain Clral'ti('I', "that I have 
to prp",c'nt 
"Oll on})' \\ ith tl.(' l!I('nwrnh)c f:U't..; which ha\"c }>:J:"'''':f'() in j-"ralH'f'. 
"" or, 1... an. I gOldl'lI :-('lItel)('('... of ('..rtai n 111('11 arf' of no ll'
:) valu' ;'"9 and 1((' IlJ ight 
ha'"l' :)(1.1('(1 ju
tly, that ill :111 Ili:-tol"ie:.ll point of vi('w, thC')" IUcrit no Jr.,..:, att('n- 
t ion. 
Final1)", from a )"('fl'J"(>ncc to tllPil' h'gi:o.1atiol1, IIn.l the principll's of governnH'nt 
1II1iv('r
Il1)" rl'('(.in..I, w(' (h'ri\"t' fUl"tlll'r l'\"idt'IIL"C of the puhlic ""U
 of justif'e, 
"hit.h pl'l"\'a(I('C) 
()('i('t)" (Inring thf' mitJd]f' ngc,... 
,To"f'ph S,'aligpr (Plotf'
 all :IIlC'il'l1t 
:l.yil1g: .c Ex maJis morihu'i bona..; Ip1!<'S." 
Unqne..tion3hl
', iu 1'f''''Pp('l to the minut(' rq;lIlatioll of actiolls, the ll'gi:--Iation of 
thp mi.lllle age..; appe
lr... cll'f('di\'(', iu ('olllpari",'JI) \\ itIa m;r own. But it is ('a")' to 
a('('olll1t for thi:,. The C'onfi.,....iullal !'i1l}){'r!o-
h'(l thf' ('riminal law. 
!ol"eovel' the 
law h:)(1 not thell :,upr(,IHl' tli
nil
.. Tlw law cli(l not giVl' authority to Chllrc1Il':,. 
"Lf'x impemturtlm 1101) (',..t ..upr.l l"gNu Dc i 
(,<<I 
nht(,I'," ..ay the l)..crc'Í.:I]s; II 
tllerl'Îorc all il1t('I'1:'4..., pnr(.l
' national, \\"('r(' Fllhordinatc to something higher. 
c'T:tk(,:l.\V:1
' jn..:ti('e," ...ty..; S! \u!!u..;tin, HancI "hat are kingdom..; but greatci('lI!' 
of rohh('rs ?, 
na
"arcl u!'{'d to 
:lY, we al"l
 tol(1 hy tll(' old \\"rit('rs of hi
 lif(>, that all emplr(':oõ, 
kill
dom:" :nul prO\'in
, without ju:-:tiC'C', arc fi)r{'!'!,.; fnIl of brigands. 111 (Ja
.R 


* V oighl. Gc....chichte Prcussl'nq, V. 401. 

 R 'cncrchc:ò dc b Frallce, VI. 16. 
· De \...ivitatr. BI,i, Lib. IV. 4. 


t Itl. V. 100. t V. 390 
Ivon Carn')t. Dccret. PI
rs IV. c. 
6. 
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of chivalry, therefore, ,'aI01', and the mC)
t sUl,'Ce:--:,flll dec(1 of arms, was no excu:::e 
for all jlljll
til'e committed agaill:,t a weaker state. There Wt'rp liCIt thell warriOl's 
rcceiv('(1 illto the society ofllOnorahle men, to whom the Shakc
pe3l'ian admonition 
would be npplicable: "Tell him that his sword can never win the hOIlor that he 
loses:' 
So change in the administration of a kingdom during the middle ages, could 
have rel1llered it a nest of pirates, in regard to another country, with which it was 
profe:,:,e<l1y nt peacc. 
In vain will )"ou search the history of the middle age..:, to di:;cover a precedent 
fur the f:ystem of intimidation ndopted lately by combined states, trusting 
olely 
in their superior force, to awe the lH'l"oi( champions of a just cause by insolent 
me:,
ages in the wor
t !"tyle of Roman oppre:,sion. 
Before the ri
e of the new opinions in religion, which broke up the ancient and 
compact state of Chri::;tendom, nation
, as well a:i indi\"iduaIs, had confidenæ in 
justice and law; and the most powerful "ould have shrunk from declaring 
openly that they held power by the sword. "That is the worst title of all," 
8a)"5 a writer who fo:aw and dcplored the re,'olution which was taking place in the 
minds of men, "and fitter for those hordc,.: of Tartarian;:; than fOI" a commonwealth 
of Christian
. :Keither Littleton nor Somme rural, nor jU5 feudale kllow an)" 
such tenure, whatever may be concluded from the aphori:-:m
 of Holland, and the 
di,'inity of La Rochellc."* " Ylolentia perpetuitatem ne:5cit," saY:5 Gile"i of Co- 
lonna, in the thirteenth ceutun" ; ,.therefore if a kinO' rules Lv force, his dominion 
. . 0 ., 
will be :-hort, and the happine
s of a king is not to be placed in any thing tran- 
sitory, Lut in what is cternal; and be:-:ide:-:, mcn who would go,'e"n hy ci,'il power, 
arc unjust, and 110t worthy of being king5."t "God chose to die fOl. sin," I-ay::; 
TIichard of St. .Yictor; "in our ùeliveral1ce God would rather u:,e ju
tice than 
power; hecau:-:e the devil i:ò; a lo,"er of power, a de:-:ertf'r of justice; amI in this 
rc:,pcct nH'll imitate him, who affect power, and hate ju
tice.t Can we trace the 
operation of the:,e s
ntirnents in the hi:,tory of the milhIle ngf'5? ..\
:-:uredly we 
can. The contemporary writers who eulogize "ïlliam the Conqueror, areeareful 
to as:;ure their readers upon what ground they (10 :-so. ""... e clecm it important," 
says "ï1Iiam of Poictiers, who had been him!'cl f a. warrillr, ,.to !'ay with the 
stricte:;l trlllh. that if "ïl1iam, whose glory we re('orcl, whieh will ùi:--plea
e, w{' 
hope, nonc, hut prove agreeable to all men both pl'c:-öent filHl future, took po:,!'e5
ion 
by force of arms oftheprincipality of l\[a11s a
 well :l:i of the king(lom ot Engl:md, 
it was that he was bound to do so according to the laws of justice." 9 On the 
other ham1, Od
ric .yïtalis attests that many nobles followed the eX3mple of Gil- 
bert, Hlrnamed the ..\.voire of St. ,.... aleri, cou
in of the Duke of Xorm:IIlc1
., to 
whom he was alwa)"s faithful, and who was pre
ent with him in all his battles 


* Jerusalem and Babel. 294- 
* Sermo iu die Paschæ. 


t Id. II. I. de tegimine principum I. 1. 9. II. I. 

 Vita GuJiel. 
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in the Engli
h war, 31ul \\ 110, when the IdntTdom wa
 paC'ifl("(l, and ,rilliarn 
t'')Clblished on the throm', ill ;oopite of thc of1èr \\ hieh thii prin ' made him of 
great l)(;
 
iolJs in hi..; Ill'W l"'tatp", rl'tnrnl'tl to Sl.u:-:tria, and rl'fu...ed to partieipat
 
in any dE'grec in the pluruler lx'yond 
t'.I; .. Content with hi..; own wealth," F'I)"
 
the hi:,toriulI, It he njl'Cll'd that uf other:" awl ckvoutl.r otlcl't'C.1 his :--on, II IJgUl-
, 
to the eecIe
ia....tical di:ý'ipline in th ' mona
(('ry of Riche."* 
The right
 of men amlmg Catholic nation.; werf\ llot M a conv('ntion of theil 
diploma('.'", hut a-- a n('('(.;oo..;ity of tlwir filÌth; ha\"ing fiu' J!ual1lntce and for rul(', 
lIot tht' hal:IIlC'P of pm\"(-r, or the h'
 of proto('ol
, or tIlt' will of t)'r:1nt!-o, or th<, 
(.apri<.'c (If lIIilli:,ter:oò, or the \'oW of a parliallH'nt hut tIll' prt.':,('ript. of jtl
iÏ("(-', the 
\"uiC'C of the IToly S'(" :1ml, as it w('r<" the col)
('icll('e of mankinc1. '\"hell Ilt'nry 
II. in \\ riting to Loui:) 'YII. (If }<'r:.11)('(', styled 
t. Thom.ts " the Jate nrchhi:-hop," 
that kin
 l''\.c1ainu''(l illllUl'tliat(.I)", "and \\ ho has (1(\p(,;ool'tl him? I who am aJ
o 
a kim;, ('all nut (1'1)0;00(' in my 
tatC'., the lea..t of ..11'1"1\::-:." r n !ho..;e (by
, th(' (>x- 
pcricncc of the old hUI1l:mit)" wa..; f;till vcrifle(l, 3tHl 

 lIt.'::tiot.l remark('(I, "the 
l
lU
e of justicl', as filr a..;, it was uu(h-I' the influcu{"C of human agency, was sure to 
prevail in the end." 


- ðlA:1/ ð' v--r1p t;ßpwç I'é1Xll, 
U rÛ."ç l
EÀljovða.t 


""-ho i" just," a..k... 
l-:..chyIu..;, åJ (t) ""n; ((UP; "without n('('('"...ity?"t You 
havt' IH'arclthe 
:ul hut tnit' (.
t imat(' of all :lllt'iput go,"prlllllt'lIt..;, prior to the (')"('a- 
tion (If that COl11mOIl, int"I'uational alltl (lollH':-.ti(' law, whi('h tl1l' ('atholic f"4'Iigion 
jntroclu("('(I, and \\ hi('h, in latt'r tiuw.., h:... h('4'u 
upplantt-,l h
" the artiflc'ial cou 
tri,'an('(",,; (If politiC3} 
ophi:-ot..., \\ ho r('('o)!l1i7t.,1 uo otllt'r priu('lplC'..; hut (,:xp"tJif'lIry 
alltl fi)f"('(\, 111:-((':1(1 of thl d(.(.p fOllfu1:atiol1 of ju..ti('C' wlli(.Ja by at the hottom of 
the G"rmal1 ('m pi 1'(', iu the mic1tll.. a)!c..., Europc. 11:1"; :ulopt..cl the ncw priu('ipIl' 
('mallatin
 from thc (loctrine..; of th. iunovato}":" of the balance of PO\\crs; a 

uffi('icnt ilHlieatiol1 of whnt th..y dl'('m tru..tworthy. 

OI1l(, modE'rn hi
toriall"; ha\"(' admowl('(I
..''(,tl th(' t'
tr:lOrdinary rharadC'r of jn:-- 
ticI' h('lon
in
 to thc :!m.i..nt g-O\"('I'nl1l..nt
. "\\ïthont (louht;' <..ays 
IidH'let, ,.
(. 
louis owcd that t'h'vati(\11 (If milltl whi('h pla("(...; (-quit)" aho,'c Jaw, in a 
rpat mr:l"- 
ure to tIlt' J'rallris('ans :11111 }),Huinir:lJJ..; with whom ht' was !oourroulI(ll'tI." 
 Killg 
F..rc1illaIHl, at his death, app(Jintil1
 Ximer 1 (... r('g'('lIt of Spain, a.....igne<1 a:' hi;oo 
uwti,"c fiu' (loill
 
(), the iutf'g-rity of tll<' mall, and th(' 1)(,lIt (If hi..: mimI, whi{.h 
wa.; always dE'-;irin
 what wa..; ri
ht :lIHI ju:-,t.1\ \f c fil\ll this character exrrp
:-- 
1)' IIOt(.c.l 011 many l'ccle;ooia;ootical tOI1lL
 of the mic1d1e ng<'. lIngo in the twelfth 
(,(,l1tnr)" .Abhot of Pontign)", an(l afterw:ml., Bi...hop of 
\nxl'rre, lie.; buried in that 
abbey, with these ver
e,.; over him. 


"nunc à justitiæ 1100ma Icvo('are neqIJibant 
OU
l"quium, terror, gratia, dona, prl"ces. 


* lIist. Xormnnd. J.ih. YI. 

 IIi..t. dc Francc II. G12. 


t IIC'Riott. Or. ('t Dies. t Eurnt>nil1. .j:.l), 
I ,,- nlltt. .\ nn. )linornrn. 10m. XYI. 
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Sola triumphabat virtus pietnUs ill iIlo 
Cum post ju
tiliam ùclmit CS'5C piuCl."* 


WhereV'er we trace the !"pirit of the clergy in the ancient legislations, we find them 
characterized by this spit'it of incorruptible justice, bending only to the charity of 
the Gospel. Open the code of the 'Ylsigoths of Spain. There we rcad, that laws 
are not to be cnacted fur any pri \"ate atl vallwge but for the utility of all the citi- 
zeus;t that Jaw i::; a rival of the Divinity, a priest of religion, a nurse ofjustiee, 
amI the :,oul of the whole popular body:! that the law must be the same for all, 
fur citizens amI peasants, that it must be according to nature, according to the cu:::,- 
tom of the state, according to place amI time, prescribing useful and necessary 
things;
 that all will bc bettcr mcn, and more strongly defenc1ea by equity than by 
arms; that justice should advance fir
t to meet an enemy before the soldier bran- 
dishes a javelill.jJ Yon find the same notion.;;; prevailing in the thirteenth cen- 
tury. "All human law::;," sa
.::; Giles of Colonna, "should be conformable to natural 
law, to the common good, and to the particular nations to whom they are applied; 
they mn..;t be just, u
eful, and congenial to the cu
tOll1S of the country, and to the 
time. " In the government of e\"ery state mu:o:t be con:-;i<.1ere<l the pri nce, the COUlI- 
ciI, the magistracy, and the people.1 IIerc is justice, and 110 cxaggeration, as in 
the language of the modern sophists, who speak as if there were nothing in a state 
but the people. 
"r ouId you behold the:-:e principles in action? "'Titness the happy 
tate of 
Ib.\"cnna under the sway of Y" en ice, after the rival families of Traver:-õari and Po- 
lent:L 11ad been subtlu('(l. "IIappy city! " cries an old histol'ian, "than which no 
:-otate was c\'er gon'rne(l with more clemency, or with a more equal di
pensation of 
justice."** The confe;:;:;or of Queen )Iarguerite, wife of t;t. Loui
, relate:;, in his 
life of that holy king, that" oue day ha,-ing stopped at '
itry, he went into the 
cemetery of the pari:-:h church, to hear the sermon of brothel' Lambert of the or- 
der of the prmchillg friar:o:, and that he Fat down at his feet; amI that a noise oc- 
curing in a ncighboring tavern, he made him ceas
, and inquired to whom the 
juri80dictioll of the place belonged, not wi:-:hing to order any thing again:,t the au- 
thor:-; of thi:-; noise ullle:-:3 with the orclinary formalities." The king of the mid- 
dle ages was thus subject, like the least of the people, to the ordinary magi:o:trate. 
The scverih" of Rollo , under who:,e administration O'olden hraC('lct
 could be sU:'- 
w 0 
pended from the trees in the forest..;. near Roucn, for three year:-=, without being 
toueheù by anyone, is ascribed hy "ïIliam of J umiège, not to hi::; desire of dis- 
playing power, but to hi:-; love for justice, which is taught hy the Di\"ine law. tt The 
rc:,ults in :o:imilar in:-:tanccs were certainly not a little remarkable. The contin- 
uator of 'Yilliam of Jumil'ge says, that "Uichard of :Xormandy, styled the father of 


* Bu]æus IIist. universit. Paris, tom. II. 
t Id. Lib. tit. II. 2. 
 Lib. I tit. II. 4. 
... De Rcgim. Princip. Lih. III. p. 11. c. Hi. 
G. 
** Dc:,id. Sprcti de ()ri
inc rrhi.; IbwlI. Li'). 1. 


t Lcgis Wisigothorum, Lib 1. 3. 
I Lib. I. tit. II. G. 


tt IIi.,t. des 
()rmalld. Lih. H. cap. 20 
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hi..; country, :111(1 p:lrtÎC'ularl)" of monk.., maintaine(1 c;;uC'hjn..ti('t', that laborl':":-: u:-t,tl 
to lean' tlH'ir in:-tnllllt'n{:.. in thl' fit'ltl:-, without feal' of lo:-ing tlH'lU; that if all}" 
thing were ('\'t'r :,tol('n, tl)(' ('Oum \\tHlttl P:'Y tll(' It,l't'I' Ollt of hi..; 0\\ n 1"11':-(' i" and 
anotllt'r hi..torian rclat('.; that "Gaufn'.", the illu...tl'iou.. Count uf Poictil.r:-o, lIIain- 
tailH'(l sueh nn l'
a("t di"lwn..;,:,1tioll of ju..ti("f', that tlurin ,r all hi..; tinll', no traveller 
or rustic laborer in the kingtlolll of 
\qllitainc was ('\'l'r tli:-tnl"l)('(1 i bO that thpsc 
tilll(,
," he :1thl:-o, "might jn:--tly bt'l'olllpart'tl to the happit...t age of former Christian 
prin<'(';';."* 
The aLbot 
\It'xalUll'r 
l)':-', that ' tlU' dan
('r:-. from rohlwl"8 to "hi(,II h':'\'C'lIers 
were ('
P' ..I in the pro\'ill ' of 
all'rllu :111(1 A lUalphi, l,clore tllc l'oming of 
Hoger from t!icil)', \\.1::) o\\ing to tlll'ir ha\9ing 1Jt."'1l no gO\"f'rnment siucc thetlt'.lth 
of dukl' "Pilliarn who ll'ft no It'gitimatt' heil". 
t, \\"i
(' :md dlècti\"e \\3') the 
:-;uo('('('(ling :ulmini="tration unth'r king HO
l'r, that through all part...; of his dOJHill- 
iclll..('very kind of inicillity \\a:-, ('
tirp,I[("(I, Ullt) Ilothilw w:.., f()))owl..1 hut \\ Iml had 
rdation to ju...ticc anti ptd(,(', :--0 that the \\unl uf the p.;almist 'wl"l.l fulfilJl'eJ, 
, .Tu..titia ('t pax o:-t"ulata 
nnt.' .'t 
TIlt' hi..tori:III" of Genoa, ('()mrn(.momting the jn..tice aIu1 ('ontin('næ of )lat- 
tlH'W 
rarufru... \\ hC) eommalH1t-c1 thl' fl('(.t of that I"t'Plll,Ji(., rdate that " wht'rc'\.cr 
h . \\":1.'; :--('lIt to gO\'l'l1l, hc ('olltrin.'tl tn impart Iii") 0\\ II 111:11111("1"' to tIlt' }>l'tlpl('. 
1'-0 that the ("iti ." ('ornmiu(..1 to him !-,p(,llletluu IOI)
t'r likc ('itie", but like I"(.ligions 
('lIrnmtmitie.., full of ..mctity. Prel'iou..; ol
('cG might IJ(' left ou the 1'.""l'lI1ent 
dnring tll(' night. atu1 would he 10u('h('(1 h)' no one that pa..:
'C.I."t Hracellio 
a..("rih(,.. the grand('nr ancI \\(':lIth of Pl'rn nncl Capha, whit'h had originah'C.l in a 
ft.'\\' mi:'t'rahl(' t'ott3
('S, to the :ulmiraLle :Hlmini
tration of the (;('n()f'''l' gO\"erl1l11ent, 
mul tu the holy :111(1 iuno('ellt li\'c:-, of the,ir rul('r:oo. }\imon \"'igne,:--n
, g('l)cral of 
that rt'}Hlhlic, having ('onqu('rc't1 the i..I:lIltl of C'hio, (Im'ing the 1-il'g(' of the city 
i:-..uul a tll't'n't' tll,t'laring that, "if any 1'-oldi('r w('re tHinel tre..pa="..ilw in the vine- 
yare!" he :-;hould L. hp:ltl'1l puhlicl)' with 1"01:-;:' Shortl)' after, 
omp hu:oohandmcn 
("aug-ht his own 1'-on }"'r:luC'i.., a youth, in th
ir cnclo'"'nr ...., antI without knowing 
who he \\a:-" hrought him to his father, whom no pra
.l'I':-' ("onl.l ilulw'e to !-\\"('f\.C 
from his tll'C.'l"l'e i !-o that his 
on inl'nrl"l'C.l the p('nalty, ancI wa'i 
coUl'gl.(I, ha\'ing 
hunches of gl'3.P(':; tj(.(1 round hi... I)('('k. \\11cn thi:o; just man wa.. tlying, lie IX'- 
(1l11'atht'tl fh"e hUlldl"l't1 pi('CC.S of goM to be <1i;.;tributN.1 nmong the poor maic1pns 
of Chio, to f;('r\"c {tOr their marriag-l' pt)rtitlll
, hoping tlHl
 to make allll'lId.. for 
the mi:-:..ry which the IHl
halltJn1t'n h:ul !o'nfJì'r{'(1 {lnring the \\ar.
 
The ieleal of kingly power i
 
1thl1irahIy l'
pn.:-:--{'tl illlllallY of the ill
('riptjons 
al1(1 monuments of the middle 3h,('" i as \\ JI('re thc ju..ti('e of Charlt..." :Duke of 
Calabria, dde:o't !o,UIl of Robert, King of Sicily, who...e tomb i
 in the ("on\'ent of 


* Fr.1gmeut. historiæ Monast, Pictarcnsis. nputl, )Iartènc Thesßur. .\ucctlot. tllm. IlL 
t \1cx. .Ahh. dp Rphu!I !!e
t. RnC't'rii, Lih. IY. c. , 
t Lberti Fnlit-'t.æ clarornm LigUJ um (']('gill. Thcs11ur. autiq. ItaJiæ, 1. 

 Jacoh. IJracc]JiU! de daJi
 GCIIlH'nc:iùu". 
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the Poor Cbrcs at Naples, is reprpscntp(1 by thc figur
:o, of a larnh and a wolf 
drinking together out of" a shell plact.J. ucncath hi
 image. * Xothing could better 
represent the power by which the hOUSCð of the religious orders were preserved 
so long. 
During the middle ages, law
 were not multiplied as they have been subse- 
qnently under the dominion of go\"ernments style(I populal' and constitutional. 
The ancient poet pronounceù those timcs happy llll<Ier king:; and tribulws, which 
beheld Rome content with one prison.t \rhat would we ha\'e thought of later 
nges, and undel' the new forms of admini
tration, when the number alHI excellence 
of its prisons forms a country's pride? "] wish," sa)'s Jlein,..ill!-', "that not only 
Ollr manuel'S, but our laws, of which we have llOW ucither la-,\- nor mea:-;url', euuhl 
be brought back to former timeð. Believe me, it would be easier to live lIndel. 
twelve than under an infinite number oflaws."! \Yh
t need of a F.Ulnian law, 
when manners WP1'e !":imple? who desired a Cæcilian when there \Va:; the same 
cultivation in tbe country as in the city? who a Julian, when the love of money 
wa" not predominant? who a Falcidian, when virtue and honor were considered 
the best inheritance? who a &antinian, when men lived cha:-,tely, and in tbe bonds 
of wedlled love? who a l\Iemmian, when Jetmction and calumny were in horror t 
The laws of the middle ages were only for this elld-" that by fear of them hu- 
man wickedne!":
 might be restrained, and the life of the innocent be safe ami/l...t the 
wicked."
 It would seem as if justice wa:-; the object for which every thing was 
sought and done, as is profe:-:<;ed in the Socl'3tic line, ÖI"'{flOÕVV11
 ö
 i'Vf/ÚY 
1CaVTa 
1CTOV}tEV.1I "..A prim'e must not plaee his happinc::iS in civil power," 
8ay" Giles of Colonna, "for if he should have that opinion, he will study to train 
the citizens to ùo nothing but the exercise of arm
, and to those things by which he 
can subdue nations to himself. Therefore, he will lead the citizen:" not to jl1:5tice 
but to fOl-titude. Now justice is a greatel' good than fiwtitude, therefore the citi- 
zens will be led to neglect the greater for the les:-;er good. IGngs should place their 
felicity in the act of prudence commended by charity; and for the love of God 
they should govern the nation committed to them according to law and reason, 
hoIily and justily. A king is a name of office, for it is his duty to rule and direct 
the people to its proper end, tlð the name itself indicate:-;; and for this reason he 
mu4 have prudenC'e, without which a man placed in royal dignity will become a 
tyrant, under the impression of sensible thing
, heeding nothing but how he call.- 
extOl.t money."fI 
The jll
ti('e which con:"isted in regarding the pllblic intere:-,t was certainly in R 
remarkable mann
r IH'pdominant in the rnilHI of many ruler
 and administrators 
of g-o\'pl'nment during the middle age:-;. LOlli
 X. Count of Evreux, guarding 
again:-;t the danger of future di
en
ions, says ill his testament, that "the last will 


· WRdd. Ann. l\linorum. tom VII. 

 L('gis \\ïsigolhorum. Lih. I. tit. II. .). 

De Regim. Princip. I. 1. 10. amI 11, 1. 7. 


t Juv. III. t Heinsii Orst 
I Plato de Rl'pub. Lib. IV. 
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(Jf a man is w('11 ordf'rf'(l, \\ hen he pro,.iJ..... ft.r thf' 
h.ation of hi" own 
oul anrl for 
tilt' peaæ oftl1O"" wholl1 Ill> It:l\'t':" hei..s to hi
 prop(>J.t.,..,'* ( 'atlJOJic annals are full 
of ('xall1pll's of this maxim Lt..in... practi'l'tl hy kilJ

, ill ddì:UH't' of all f:m1iJr ill- 
t....est
, amI l)t'rsollal ambition. "Conr:.ul 11:I.\"ill
 IIU male i
nl'. Eb...rhanl, 11Ï'i 
bruther, W
 heir to the throne; but th ' king pt.l'pei\.l....1 that hC' ,lid lIot p ". 
the ability r<>qui
ite, lIur tht' Illallllf'r... whi('11 roul11 
ain the fi1\'ur of the pl-ople; 

o that \\ lH'n lit' g..ew old, heing flwplt'lltly a=--kl'tl to ('tlmlllt'wl him to tIll' Pl'lÞph>, 
he nlwa
's ehllh.d it, ami OD hi:; dl'ath-Ik."tl, hiking him asitll', he !o-puke a... follow
, 
'
Iy ,h'ar hrotlll'r, I 'C, I1ml I ha.\"e alwa
 0; . 'CII, that 
'ou an' not fii\"oraLIr ac.. 
cepted by the pt.."oph., :m<l tlH'r(.forf', to n\"oid c:m"ing }'ou Æiction, I al wa
's kept 
silt.uC'e \\ Iit'll I was n']llrt ....t"tl 0[1 )"0(11 Ik.hJ.lf; but jf you will take ,'oulI
('l )lOW' of 
111(', n... I tm:,t you \\ i!I in God, ).ou \\ ill lIot I)t> ill
l()ri()ns. There i
 in 
.iX()[lr, 
IIt'lIr)", the II1I:oòh:ulIl uf 'Iatilda, to ,\ hom 1 kllow or I1n on' ('(I'ml in the king- 
flolU" Taking, tht'refore, the crown alld !'(....ptre, tra\"('l da
. and night to him, and 
I)lace )'oUI"Sf'lf and the kingdom in hi
 ham]..., 3ml he 
'C' hoth mindful t,f my life.' 
H
 11ill .,
 the killg fuh"i:'1 eI, awl 011 his arrinll dl'nl:uull'll:L :--ecr('t 3ndi('nCf> of the 
COUIlt. "lwn ('\"('1')' tine el:--c had witluIr.m n he dO"l"t1 tIlt' door, tOOh. from ulllIl'r 
hi... rlo.ik the "rO\\ n amI "'t't'ptre, threw him
.lf at hi
 ffft, :u1I1 relah...l what haa 
IJPeu 
icl hy 'onra<l. In tim., nt1l.r a public ddiberation, Hcm')", "ith ('01l:"\.ut of 
the 
axnn... anti Fran ...., wa., 3noint{"(1 kinJ!, thou
h =--lIh..t'<}lIently hy the l.\"ill'tmn
d 
(If Ki...iIhertn..., th(' unhappy EI)('rhanl fclrfeitt"tl thf> glorv of thi
 noble action \\ ith 
hi... lifi,:tt 
L..dm"i('(b Pill", himself nn l'mpt'rnr, 31111 "'on of (,harl('(na
ne, heing madp jlld
r(' 
(,etwft'n 
lill'
asl kiw r of tll" YultZl' a [1(1 lais :--'Ihjcct.., who hacl <<1'1)\)..;..cl him, 
Jr'J.\"e hi... vcnliet ft'r tl1(' :'UI
l'Cb, amI (or him whom the)" h:ull'ho!-('n in hi... room. 
"jehe)..t .iftl'r rt'lating' the in..tructinlls of St. Louis to his !ooon, in which h(' 
Y:', 
that he \\"ou]d I H'efi.r "l'('in,r hi
 kin g llolll (To\"crnl."tl w('l1 ami 10\":11h. , II\" 3 
'ot 
ð 0 . 01 . 
from Scotlanll, rather than ill h,' hi... 0\\ U "'(JIl, (.xdaim.., "Be.lutiful awl :\'fff'ctin
 
\\ortIs! It is (liflìcult to fl'all tlwm without lx>in
 movN1. At the !-fUW' time the 
emotion j:-; mingled with rt.fl.l.etioD
 ul1 (Jnl'\ !-of'If, anll with :--:uIrw..... This purity, 
thi:oò :-;Wl't.tn('=--.. of :--nul, thi:, a",wJli..hillg' t'1t'\'atioll, to whic-It (,hri
tiallity rai
 . it.s 
hero, \\ hl) will gi\re thcm ha('k to u..? Ct.rt:iin1y, lIlorality is more enlighteD('(1 at the 
prl':--Cut day (attend reader, to the (J' 'Jlpral hurdcn ofthC' p.I
...a
c), hut i... it 11101'.' powl'r- 
fuI? That i:-; a qUt'..tion well caIeuIatl"tl to trouhle t','('ry !-ilH"('TC> fripml of till' moral 
progn........ \\"ho dol'
 not thrill with joy on 
t'ping tIlt' vi(.tor
" of t'llua1ity? I only 
ft':lr, 1e:-.t ill :lIlopting 
o just a 
t'lHiIlH'lIt of hi... right:oò, man may ha\"e 10,.t !-oI1W- 
thing of the sentinwut of his llutil'''. TIlt' IH'3rt sink
 \\ ],,'n Ollf' :-;('(... tlmt in thi:l 
progn:":--... of every thing, moral fc)rce has not ilwrpa..I't1. The notioll of free will, 
and of moral re,"pon:,ibility, 
t"('m
 to grow wC'ak('r eVl'ry day. tOt 
)r()(lern litt'rature :mppliCò) many of tlH'sc remarkahle tC::)tilllonies, to the l'xc-el- 


· IIbt. I>'Evrcux. 220. t Ekkeharrl de ca.
ibu
 
"Galli, cap.
. t !list. de Fnu1C'<" tom. 11.622. 
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lence of the ancient Catholic state. IIuber, in hi,.; Sketches of Spain, says, "that 
however paradoxical it may suuud, there is perhap:, no country so well adapted 3.3 
Spain, where more, perhaps, of the manners, at least of that state, had been preserv- 
ed than in any other countr)", to excite wholesome doubts respecting the pompous 
wi:,dom of our legi:,lator:;, and 
tate:;ruen. Let the material disadvantages belong- 
iug to the Spanish state, amI peopl(>, be ever 
o much exaggerated, still," he contin- 
ues," it cannot be denied that they are in a high degree a state; nay, besides what 
is more remarkable, that this order of things, however it may be called, haq cre. 
ated and educated a people and race, which for capability of genuine moral worth, 
and natural application, is surpas:oòecl by no nation in the world, not even by that 
which presumes to "uppose itself at the summit of European civilization."* 
Speaking of tho
e who condemn and scorn as barbarous the spirit and manners 
of the Hpaniards, he says, "::;uch judgments are perfectly worthy of the spirit of our 
whole civilization." The last eud of our whole industrial representative system, 
is the production of the greatest po
:-õible quantity of material enjoyment!' and their 
di:,tI'ibution amongst the greate3t po:-õsible number of men. .Freedom, kuowledg(>, 
religion, poesy, are different wheels in the great machine which manufactures 
pleasure for the people. The people themselves are 
uppo:,e<.1 to stand higher in 
civilization, in proportion as they have greater and more numerous physical enjoy- 
ment
. .All this has its good, and is matter for de,'elopment. Only the pride 
which repre
ents thi:; as the only good, is not good; and it is allowahle to hope ill 
God, that some other object. and motive may lie at the foundation of the life of a 
people, as of an individual, to hope that the vacuity of this system, Ly degret'
 
may be 8hown and felt; amI that for the worth of a nation some other crite- 
rion may he proposed and recognized, than the number of yards of satin which 
it can annually produce. 
It is the remark of a modern traveller to the East, that in the age of GuiIlaume 
<1c Champlite, prince of 
rorea, and Geoffroi de '....illardouin, when the feudal 
system was established in Greece, go\yernments protecting without boa
tilJg, both 
the liberty and the };appiness of the people, had far stronger foundations than the 
interests of parties, or the popular' fancies of the day. Accordingly, Feudal 
Greece lasted two centuries, and it owed its fall to circl1mstance
 independent of 
the e::,tablished system.t "Yitlle8s again that republic of ,.,.. enice, which to the 
astonishment of all people, maintained itself for twelve eenturie:" an example of 
freeclom to the human race; whereaS the ðpartans and Romans had only preserv- 
ed theirs during eight, and five hundred year::;. The Catholic Church, like the 
,Minerva of Æ:-:chylu
, had warned her' fin-orpd people, not to change their ill- 
stitution
. "...\11 will go well," she said, "proviòed the citizens do not introduce 
imw\'atiOlb into the laws, moved by e\'il inflnenc('s ; (n"TIDY 7r'OÀlTG1Y }11; '7fll
a- 
IVOVYTú:W YÓ}lOV
 RaRal
 È7flpp()alf5l."t Catholic free states diò not, like the 


* p. 2':>. 


. 
t :Michaud, Correspondance de l'Orient, 124. 
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pagan Roman, ow
 th('ir c;:tcadint:'... mainly to the 
ubsi
t('nce of hOI1::, 'S, in which 
principlcs amI 1l-dillg
 might be trau:)llliuL'ti for agc:--, a.., an Ilt
irluum, from 
Cll- 
emtiou to geucratiou. .:\ iclmhr cite:, tlw iu:,tall<.'C of the hou:-,p of H.u
scl in ElIg- 
land; but \\e ma)' 8a
., that Ul) L'Ouutry wa., l{.ft dcp{'luliu ,. for ib happirH' upon 
an)' mCllll){'r of one 1àruily reruaining tl ue to th ' principle \\ hich it .sdvocated 
OIne 
hUIIlIred year s lx.[ol'e. 
There i
 profc'lllul phil()
()phy, ß"1 ,,"pI) :I" a jn..;t hi.4oriml 
tat('nwnt, in:.1 pa
 
:--:we of 
teplU'1I P:I
(pli{'r, in whida h. :.1('CtHlIlh ti.)r tlU' prl....crvatiou of the !'-t:ueof 
,FranN', during tim .. of extl'".lOl"(linnr
' dan rl'r. h \\ïtn .' "," he Sl)":" "the n.jlrn of 
CharIC:) Y I., hi'õ madm.:--..., tl)(' (.ivil \\a
, the eutrall ., of the EnJ!li:-h, and how by 
Ii Jrrpat m).!"tery ofGfKJ, the kill
(JCI"n \\:1:;, lJ{'vprtlU'It':-:--, prec;:prn'(l to Clmrl s \'"'11. 
his :-.lm, and to hi
 po:--tt'rit).. I r }'ou a...k me tIlt' ('au:o-t' of :-lIeh 
u('(.t...;:" it i!ol (':1"Y to 
gatllpl' it if one i... \"er
l.tl in the hi..;tory of Frallt.'c: for in the llli(l!'t of all thl':o.e 
trouhl(..., ('n'rv on . con..pil't"t) dcvoutly to maintain th
 c.lignity of the Church, and 
tv l"xlirpatl' error:;; :b well 
 aLu "". 
TIlt' !'-:illlt' id(.i i
 pn':-o('u (('t I in I. i
 grt'at work. "Th(' fir:-t race of k i IIJ!:--, {mill 
Ph:u'aflwucJ to Chiltl('rit'. b""tt'tl," lit' OlN'r\.{''':, ":136 y{'ar..;. The ""l"t.'OlId 
;37 
'l'ar!'; 
ami the third ha... maiutaim'tl it:o.elf to ()ur tillit..... the long duration of which, in 
('oll1pari
on with the two forll1<>f, may 1)(' thu'i :.U mated for. The t\\O fil"!o\t pro- 
Ùll<"Cd magnauimoll
 k.in;:." and warrior..., hut not of ('qual polic)" ; ami this la..t, 
along with fOl"æ :lIullmlC'n:lIJimit
", fcullulc'tl ill:-titution:o. of 1:1\\ ,ancI ulli\"c,,'!"itit>:', 
in \\ hieh tlwology \\a., taught, \\ hich are not littlt' provi..iuns of poliæ, for our 
lU.l'
'rvation."t 
The int<>rnal atlmini!"tration of 
()\"('rnmf'nt wu.., !--imilarly characterized hy thp 
ju
tiet.' nhirh 1"('<J.uil"("" that tIlt' happiut':--:; of tIlt' umltitncJe I"honld uot l)t. 
H'rifi('('(l to 
the inteTt...t.. of a few, nnd('r ,tIlt' prt'h'lwt' of ('ofl...titutioual f()rm
. c. I fkiu
s \\"t're 
not 
'Oliteut \\ ith the honor of afll.ction from th · }Þt'oph.," :--3YS Gil . of Colonna, 
"but slwnltl n>quirp from the nation committt'(l to th(,111 other extl'rior 
()()(I...,..d 
goltl 3ml 
ilver, they would be t)"l1lutl'o, for they wouJcl tlwl1 h('('olll(, rohhers of 
tiac pt'opll'."t \('('onliu
I)', "ul'ith('r uudt'r [he fir..t, lIor uwlcr tlU' ..pC(HHI, rwr 
for a \"t'ry loug timp, Ululer the thirel line or our kiug.., hac I we in Fram'p;' 
a)"s 
I':(:-:quipr, "tllE:..... t:.1}"C
, aid." nnd 
ub
idi. , which we now 'C. t.mlcr the thil'cl 
race. king... lin'() ou tlwir (I\\ n clornain or tl"ro
lIn' ; Lut fOl" extr:lOrdillar)" expcn.;('.;, 
tlH'Y h:ul privilege:-, a.; in tra\'ellill
, tlU'y \\oultJ I()clg(' for a night at a },i:o.;.hop's 
pala(..'C, or an abhcy, whit'h right was l'},.(.halwl'(l filr a ::Ulll of monl'Y, e.alh.d 'dl'oit 
ùe gi:--te.' The eommun people, in lib.e manner, w('re bound to fnrni:--h hnr:-.... or 
('art.;. frolll town 10 10\\ n, whirh W
 exrhan
1 al<o:o fi,r I))OI1('Y, 'droit <It' ('hp\"au- 
dlL't'.' Ou kni,rlning a prinee of FrauL'e, there wouhl be a lax: Lut !.x::;iÙC::i tll -;e 


· Lettres de Pasquier, Liv. X. 6. 
t Qui nc soot pas petits tmicts de police pour OOUS conserver. Recherches de In France. 
Liv. 111. c. 13. 
t De Hcgium. Plincip. I. Liù. I. c, 9. 
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t'xtraordinar)' levies, none were ever made. Ruh:5equentIr, Philip-l<'-Bd, by an 
in\"(
lltion of llis own, invited the noblc:;, clergy, anù third estate to meet in a:o:- 

('mbly, and bring an om.ring for' the puhlic pxppn
e::i ; and as the commons liked 
such a:"';:,emblie
, as doing them honor, they were more dispo
ed to give mone)" 
with a good grace. ,Á\'IHI nt>,'cr was there a general as
embly of the three e
tate
 
of France, without increasing the finance.., of our king:", to the diminution of 
those of the people. But when the said king, in defiance of his preceptor, Giles 
of Colonna, sought to le,'y taxe
 hy force, the people would not obey; and at 
Paris, Rome, amI Orleans, openly revolted. By degree:-:, however, the tax was 
impo
ed permanently, though the king was obliged to swear that he would em- 
plilY it only for nece,o;
ary war, and the defence of the state. * Similarly to the 
1)1"e:-;ent times, the impo::it
 which the Biscayans pay to the king of Spain, have the 
name and character of a gratuitous gift.,.t 
But it is not alone from the
e general vif'ws, tllat we arrive at the desired con- 
clu
ion, re!'pecting the thirst of the mi{]dle age
, and its effects ofju
tice. Our con- 
du
ions are not drawn merely from theories and general view!'. "'ïth the iron.. 
da:5ped amI iron-bound hooks of t11O:-:e tinlPs in our hands we can point out, and 
name the men whom we can eoueeive, and whom, without the Catholic Churoh, 
W
 can only cunceive. Of a11 the great ana good, who flouri
hed from theil" com- 
mencement to their close, it would indeed, as we have already ob
erved, be im- 
p()
sihle to 
peak; for truly, the prophetic view was verified in thefriemìsofGod! 
"I will number them, amI ther shall be multiplied above the :;and." It 
\\ ouId be as hard for a mortal tongue to tell of the:;e a
, according to IIesiod, it 
would be to name the sons of Oe
an, who are known to the immortal rac('. 
"It was the de:-:ire, howeyer, of the mona
tic hi
to..ian
," a<; 'Villiam of Ju- 
miège 
ay::; of him:;elf, "that the excdlent merit of the jU4, in regard both to the 
things of this worhl, and to tho:,e of heaven, sub5isting happily before the e)"es 
of God, ..lIould al
o subsist usefulì;" in the memory of men." To tell of deedB 
abo\"e heroic, though in secret done and unrecorded, left through many an age, 
worthy to have not remained :::.0 long unsung, would truly impart tIle rapture of 
a cele!'tial mu!'ic; though ":1Ïn would be the attempt, unJe
s we had drunk of that 
pure ...tJ'eam of Ellnæ, gift
d with power, to brin
 remembmnce hack to every 
good deed done, whose taste exceedeth all flavors else; but God, who doth ever 
e-.tabJi
h new exampJes of virtue in his Church, leaveth uc:; not in need of such 
complete and universal retrospects; and it is enough to tel] of some who faith- 
fully l"epl'e!'ented the age., to which they feH, though, a
 our limits wan} 11:-' to 
peed, 
I must still prefer genet'al irnpre!'
ion
 to mnltip1ieity of detail, inviting the read- 
er to contemplate, as it were. the 
oft ìJJumiJJ3tion diflhsed over the whole sky of 
thoc;:e age!':, which are said to ha,'(> bf'f'll buried in the shades of night, without 
suffering his eyes to rest fixedly upon anyone particular star. 


· RecherChf'S dr> ]s France, LIb. ii 7. 
t .Prayer }4'est. of 
t. Andrew CorsinI. 


t Bourgoign, Tableau de J'Espagne, I. 23. 
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fhere is:1 kina ofprni..(' lx:,...tO\\"(,<1 on individual..., in ancient book.." from \\hil'h
 
Ulu1oubtt."(11)., a jlu1i,'iotls n':lcl,'r ('au intcr nothing; hut there are, un the other 
haw1, eulogies of a ,linèrem cle:-criptiun, \\ hich l'au be .u.Imittl'CI a.o; hi:-toric evi- 
,Il'Hl'e; fOl' \\ lll'n lIng') Fal
nd ob
c"r\'ei that th.. virtue amI iUl'orruptible f:l.ith of 
Robert, Count of Lurutclli, ::;
.1J10n, (\)llJIt of l)ol)'c;
tro, :uul Eb....u'c1, Cuunt of 
Squillaæ, \\ pre 
It \\4..11 
IUt\\ n to 
I.
a of n.u'i, that \\ hpll cÙll..piring :lbraill4 
"ïl1iam, l..ing (If ....i4.'il
., he It.'lt .I."
UI"('CI that his 0\\ n pf(
,'(.t
 l'onltl n01 pr(l
p,'r, 
uul(':-... tlH,..e no1,1t'1IIc"u \\ pre fin..t r"llIo\"l'Ci ;* or when tht.' monk ofCw\\ land, 
peak- 
ill
 of king J It.'ur)"'
 tll.ath, :-oays CI his ('IIl'my, "'lay Crod :o-pan' him, :u)(1 gi\"(' him 
:-pacc 
tr Jtt'niten,'(', who tin!.:) c.1al't'\l to lay Nl"ril4.'.rimh hamis upon the unoiutl'Cl 
of the Lord; a man of buch innoc.'cucc of lift', of :-ouch p.ltieul-e in aJver-ity, aud 
of ,.11,..h love fc,r God alltl fiu. the Chur,'h ;"t the miml of the mo.;t 
l'alltions ..padt'r IU'(l',it':--<'t's at "IH't', alltl c"'\.pt'ri4.'U''t.S an intimate 
f'n
e uf conviction 
:I.
 to the truth uf the iudd"lItal pm'egyrit..... There is aI:-.(t a IIwd . ofprai. . whieh, 
howcvf'r \\c may {('(.J il)rlill('C) to (Jouht th . justice of it..:. app1it'3tion, in a panicu 
hr in:-tall ., pro\" ..., at Iwst, \\ hat ,,
 the marl at \\ hieh dC:!ircs ought tn have 
1)t'Cn ailtH',1, ;1C'('01"(1in
 to tlat:! gelieraJ upillion ;lUll :",pirit of the a
. 
1H'h i.. the 
tt,..timoIiJ. of the oM ('hronit.h, of nu GIIt"...din, wher,' ...peakin T of ]
ing Cbarlcs 
lIf Fr.Ulloc, it add
, "Ilt) IIl o \"t'C1 ju
til"(l alltl ('lli\.alr.r with :-ou('h ...iUlocrity, that he 
was a true man, amI of holy lift', as lung a.... hp lin'\)." _\11(1 !-ouch, that of the 
ancient hi3torian ofBa)"artl, "hh
lJ
, on thL tlmth of king Charle'i 'TIlL, c'I be- 
lieve that God took him hI he mnoug:-t th
 bl(.

.'(l, for the got)(1 princ'e wa"l lIot 
:--taine,I with a :-oingl, \"illainon
 Vil't'."t 
Of c'Iin'Ct tl':o-timonit'..., I ..ball he cmlt"lIt with prodncin
 but aft,,, ; for \\ h,'re 
:.honltl I '(1(1, if I WCI" to ndupt the manlier of m()tlt'nl \\ ritcr:-o, in Cl\ll .ting aU 
the attestations of 
rac', 11-., they hc'll' togethcr all the ('harg'(
 of guilt which c;m 
be Jr-lthererl from ancient books? Fe\\ words will I"'Uflì('(l, to !--ho\V the illju,ti,"C 
of that remark, made hy Ull il1ll...trious writer of onr tinH', \\ here :-pmking of the 
men wh
 history WE' are fl>conlin F, he baJ
, "tllt'-," a(lul'c'.J at Calv:uy ; they ùid 
not attend at the S;>rmol1 on thc 
Ioul1t j" a 
triking :,t'ntence, no douht, but 4.-'('rwill- 
Iy it was not 
 that Ùle colltempornr)" ob...crvers Jl'''Cfibed tIlt' 1114.'11 artllllltl tllt'l1l ; 
on the colltrary, the \\"01"(1:, (If St. (Milo, ill u)]u:--ioll to ble
ð''4.l )laiolu:" his pl't'l1c- 
ce '..;or in the aboatial di
nity (If Chmy, corrt'
pond('(.l \\ ith the com mOll :-tyle uf 
prai:-oe, 
tow('d upon allt'l1lineut per:--ou:" whcther laymcn or priesk-, wlm attr.tf't- 
cd theiratteution. "\\ïth tlJ' poor in 
pirit," lli) het'3)"
, "they wi
llt'd to hcpom, 
that th('
. might b{' {,ul'idlt'\l Ly the Kin
 of Heaven "ith a ('(.h,="tial kingdom; 
with the ble&>t.d meek, they 
tndi{'(1 to lw('ome nw,.k, that with thl'1I1 tlaey lUight 
J>ú:ooS(:
 the land o{ the livin
 ; with the hI ' "l'<1 mourners, they ùc-"irt'tl to lall1l'nt 
the negli
enæ of their children, and the dallgers of the wholc '\ (lrld; tlaat \\ ith 


· Hu
o FalcancH Rist. Sicula Rer. ItaUc. Script tom. YII. 
t Hi,t Croylll.Ddensis in Rer. Anglic. Script. tom. T. 
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them aJl, they might come to the eternal con
olation ; with those that hungered 
and thirsted after ju
tice, they :-;tudied to associate with thatjusti('e, hungering ancl. 
thirsting after it, that with tlll'1Il tllPY might ft'ast at the cdl)
tial halHl'let, and he 
:-:atiated with :-;pirimal delights; with the IHPr(.iful, th('y :-otmIipd to he merciful, 
that with the blessl'd merciful they might obtain merc)" from the Lord. .l\.s fill' 
as it was pos....ible for llll'n, hy illec""sant <lesires, merits, awl pmyer:-;, tlley deserved 
to attain to Divine cÙntemplation, that with the ble:-;sed clean of heart, they might 
be admitted to the vision of God ; ill order that they migl)t be truly called the 
chiJdren of God, they learned to be pacific, not only to po
se
s their own bouls in 
patience, but also to bring back an that were at variar1<'e, to cOllcord and peace. 
J'or the sake of justice, they learned to bear per:-;ecution, amI pas
ion
, from the 
ancient enemy, and from evil men; that ble"j:;
J on account of suffering for 
ju'<tiee, with the patient and the puor in spirit, they might become asbociates to ob- 
tain and posse
s the kingdom of hmvpn."* 
Heal' how Angelus GuaJdensis, a ble!"s(.d hel'mit of the thirtPenth century, is de- 
:-:('ril)(.(1. "This man of God," fo:aith a contcmporary, "learned, and acquired, amI 
truly pres
rYed, the beatitudes which our Saviour taught his disciples in the Holy 
(i()
pel."t So interwoven wa
 this i(leal uf justice with all general notions of re- 
ligion, that, like the Cl'ù:--S, it was expressed in material monuments, and symb01- 
i('aI1y represented in the very edifices of the middle age. Indeed,:o;o early as in the 
times of St. .Ambrose, if we credit LanduJph, the old historian of
[iJan, the doctrine 
of the heatitmles was expre
sed in this manner; for on the Rtone tahle, entitled the 
('hrismon of St. 
\mhruse, in that Church by which the catechumens were instruct- 
('(1 in the principles of the faith, there was d
scribed a circle, within which eight 
lines were drawn, extending from the centre to the circumference, to signify the' 
t'ight rulps (}fhle

ed life, whi<,h are in G()(I, who has neither heginning norending.t 
In the year' :J
:1, }:igil, ahbot of Fulda, constructed on a hill, near that mona1"tery, 
which was a pla/
 of burial fur the bl'ethren, a mYRtic work, to denote, as tJle an- 
('ient historian observes, that we are all uné body in Christ, by whom we are 
us- 
tained with the eight beatitudes preached in the Gospel, and to whom, as our sole 
and final mark, we tend. This was a little church, nnder the title of St. 
[ichael, of 
whi..h the f'ubterraneou8 part was supported hy one column in the centre, from, 
which arches :;prang in al1 dirp<,tions ; rhe remainder, which was in the form of an 
oetagon, having eight colunms, was terminated at the summit with a }1yramidica] 
arch, which was clo
ed with a great s
one.
 The whole house, being thus 
l1pported 
I)y one 
ton(', amI closed hy one,-t
'pical and subtle work, which Candidns, the- 
monk, de
cribes in [o:oJemn ver
e in his mctriml life of EigiI. It [o:ho111d be re- 
membered, besides, that tho
e whom the Church has canonized, eannot be excluded 


* Vita S. l\Iaio1i ALb. Chm. IV. S. Oclilone RUCt. ßibliolhec. CJuDiacens. 284. 
t AIIDal. CRmaJclu]t'Ds. Lill. XLV. 
t LaDllulph. 
ll'diolaneD
. IIist. Liv. I. c. 1'2. in )[Ilratori Rcl'. ltalk 
criptr)r. tom. IV. 

 &haDDat. lli
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from thl' rank of hi..tnrieal})t"',onage..;; the pl'illl'f'
, \\"arl"ior
, t-t:lt('..rrH'lI, p]lil()
,
 
pher:-, th' rieh, th" poor, tiw Il'arllt'd, ami the "impl.. Incn of all da
"'f''', dllring 
the :Ib
-:' of faith, ('Ontrihut('l! to :1Il
mcnt that \'.i:-t muhitude; allff a.. L('wi
 of 
(;r('uada 
:IY
, "nil tilt' ..aint..; Wl'rl' poor ill :-pirit, all ",prc mild, all 'n'r(' DlC'rl'ifnl, 
:In were dl':\11 of lat'art, all were paeific, alllulIlgt'rl',I alltI thir:-tC'l] a{t('r jll
til'c, 
an mOllrlll'll :lIlfl '\l'pt ft)r their 0\\ n amI oth('r:-:' ...ill.. ; 
1I1f1 all ""lItJen.'lI})('r
,.(.utioll 
for thc 
ake of jll:-.til.-e. * 
If we IlM,k to tlu,' paIat'( 
 of princ'('s, w(' filHl tIl(, C'ourt of a ['harll" Y'. of 
l'rallec, pl"l'S,'r\"l"4.1 in 
1Il'h purity .of malll1l'r
, that if till' kiug ('n'r lll'aril of any 
of the courticrs having a (lisllOnorable COulIl.'(.tion, howl'\'t'r lit' might have 11I'.PlI 
him, from that mOlUl'nt he ,1,'pri\"'l1 him of all fa,'or, drm'f' hilll (rum th' eourt, 
and wouhl 
,. him nl) IIlUrt.. l.hr....tine de l'isUl 
ay
, that no hook of:1 l)(.rnicioll:'\ 
t,')ull"lIl'.'. to rnalllwr.., wa:i 
ut1
'rl'l1 to he within tIlt' palaC'e, 1I0r any })('rson to r('- 
main who..e JaU!!II:LtrO wa..; uot dla
t(' a 111 1 inno('(.nt. t .\('('()n.lilwh. wllt'u this 
. 0 0.' 
prince rc..:soh.l'll that the minurit
" of tIlt' futllrl' kill:;s of Fr:1I1<'" I'hollll1expil"l' aftl'r 
their fourtl't'nth )'p:ir, lIy his t"tliet {rom '
in('('I1II" in 137 I, full of fine rp:I:o.olIs 
:uHl hi..torip.., aq Pa
(lui('r f::l)", lw (lid not {l'ar to appeal puhlil'ly to tIlt' j1ll1:;ml'nt 
(If Jl1l'n, in ('ollfil"lIIation of the fiu,t that all kill
", awl ('
I)(.(
ial1y tho...... of Fr:urcc, 
\\ere frolll tllf'ir inf:uH'Y pb',('l1 lIIIII"I. 
1H'h f!u()41 Jl)a..tl'r:04 f.)r ('(llll'ation. th:1t )II) 
cbllgef euuM Lc alltil'ipatL'l1 frum placing IM)'\l'f in their haml:-: at that ('ady age.! 
'rhatl'\"t'r ma
" be thou(J'ht of th,.. opinioll, ""Il'h Ull appeal (rom a ju...t, and \\ i
 
kin;!, \\ lw rl'
I)l'ctl',1 hi:'\ pc'oplt", i:; :.c;..u cdl). rl'mal.kahlt'. 
.\t ali l'Vl'lIt.., it i:o. uot from tIll' hi...tory of the mi(ll11p a
(', that '[ilton woul,l 
hl' ('nahlt'll to jU4ify hi.. pu...ition, that kin r.., aft' ('ommonly tIlt' worst of IllPII. J II 
a fnrnll'r hook w' .
aw kill)!I.," powpr wit.llh'll hy the hI -.. mC('k, an(l hl'l"e it 
prf'
nb it!-odfto onr vipw in the hand
 uftlH'jU'4. Rodf'ric b.mtiu.. 
pt'ak.. of the 
('".irly Spanish "tJ,.cr('ig-u.., a:5 if he had known, from ha,.ill
 hl'CU \"oudl
afl,(I. like 
J)alltp, a vi"ioll "fpam(li...", how wl.11 i.. Im"('ll illlll':l'"(,u thf' righte.m
 h..illg. Lo! 
Ill' makE'''; tlwl)) pa:-;.. hefort' ,yon, arul lIarnl''': tlH'Ill:" ::;uinti1la thf' 2Gth king of the 
Goths, loved of( }od amI IIlPn. ..\lfOll:'\n 1. the Catholil', dcar to (;oll, alill tn lI)('n. 
TlIlg:)
, tlu' 
Wth king, CatholiC', amI full of a11 goo,lru......, humhlt', liht'l"al, lo,'illg 
ju:o.ti<'t" helovc,l by ('It'rg')" :11)(1 P('oplt'. .\lfcm
o the Cha
te, tll(' 9th king aft(... the 
!-=laughkr of Spain, sober, ('ha
te, piml" awl humhlf'. H.l'('aredu.., Jnl)St zrolou'i fill. 
the Catholic faith, a(rain.st the 
\.rian..; j one of the Ldt king-, of Spain. .Alfi)J\
,) 
Y I 1. n true ] o \"e I' of ju
tice. ::kmtill.. III. t'".lIlPlI the OI'..ifP(l, 
o holy alHI in- 
no("('nt. that his premature (1('arh nt TO]Pl)n, W:L'i a";l'rilX'<1 tu the "ingular }o,.e 
which God ha(1 fOI" his hOU1. .A1tìmsn Y I I I., the Good, who marripcl I..ponol"a, 
daughter of H.ichard, king of ElIgla,ul, hi '..;(.'(1 in hi.s otJ'..:pring-. F(,l"dinand I I [., 
mo
t glo:-iou
, rrw,.:t r{"lig-iou<.: kin
, not 
() much to be prai
l',l, Oil al'Count of hi:') 


* Llldovic. GrI\nat('''
. de omnibus s:m('tis condo. 1. 
t Livre des fùis ct hOIlIH'S I11t"Uf" du 
a
t' H ,)" (.'lafh.... Y. c. 
tt. 
t HI'chefcl1l
 de 11\ }.'fallce. Li\". H. c. 19 
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llIany ,'i('wries, a:' for haying in the :-:plendor of tlw paIa('p, 31111 at the summit of 
human honor; fear-ed God, worshipped the Church, and <1e:o.f'rt(.d not the place of 
virtue; amidst the abundance of riches, and the clelights of l"oyal blood, t:cttin:; his 
heart not on the inerf'ase of hi:; own dominion, but on the l)l"opagation of the faith, 
for whiell he expo:,ed his life dail)' to every (langer."* 
Sueh was the renown ofI
ing Fenlinand the Saint, anù f:O 
teem('cl wa.., he ("'Pl) 
1)\" the infidd
, that at his death )Iohametl .Abu .AJahmar , the )Ioorish kil}\" of 
. 0 
Granada, sent a train of 100 
1oorish knights, who were to a...si:"t at the fur1Pral, 
('ach carr)"ing a lighted tnpcr; and this grantl testimony of respect was rppeat('(] hy 
the )1o:,l('m monnr('h, on ea('h anni,'er
ary of the death of king Don Fer(linando 
d banto, when the 100 knight
, with their tapers, took their station round the 
eataf:.llqlle. 
There is a beautiful narrative in an ancient chronicle, whiC'h places the Chris- 
tian virtue and continence of a Dpani=,h king in an admirable light. Bartholomew 
de Xeoca!-'tro relates that the people of )Ie

ana, being delivered from the French, 
and having illYited Peter, king of Arragon, to aceept the crown of Sieily, on the 
l'xpul
ion of' Charles of ...\njuu, that prince f'et out from his states, invoking the 
llamc of J(,
ll:; Christ, and after a pro
perou5 journey, arri,'ed amid5t his new 
suLjects, though being a prudent prince, he still travelled slowly at eas)' stages, 
in unler to watch the cour:-:e of events. One e,'ening, coming to a fo:pot on the 

ea-8hore, IH'ar 
Iiletns, whence there wa
 a delightful view o"l'l"the)1editcrranean, 
emhracin:! the i
1awh of Lipari am] Stromboli, the place seemed 
o convenient and 
tleliciou:" that he resoh'ed to pa
::; the night there. 'Yhcn all were taking their 
l'e
t, there came to him an ohlman of horrid mien, and rough garment.;;, who had 
de:,cenòell from the rocks of )1ount Etna, in or<!f'r to 
pe-d.k unto him. lIe wal'n- 
(.<1 the king to beware of the Sicilian:,. The f()lIowing night the king heing at 
':'a!-'ale Santa Lucia, whieh is only two miles from 
1iletn
, there came to him 

Iachalda ..\..Iaymi, wife of the soldier Leontinus, a woman uf great beauty, awl of 
martial spirit, who hall done great service in the cause of Sicily, delivering it 
fmm the French. "SeigllPur," she said to him, "I <,omp to be your guP
t this 
night, becau:,e at the la!-'t ho<.:pi('e, there wa
 110 lodging to be ohtained, owing to 
the multitude of people a:-:..:emhl('(1 to welcome you amongst u
. I havp ('ome to 

t'e JOU, like the other Siciliall
. This is a happy (lay; this to me is a day of con- 

()lation and joy, in which the Lord, on account of you, hath delÎ\Tered Sicily from 
its miserie
." This woman wore 3rmOl', alltl she held in her hand a silver key; 
there was a certain compo:,itioll of mY!'o:tery in her mien, which comprised an air 
of cunning, a=" with firm and laughing e)"(,5 
he gazed upon the prince. The king 
::-uddenly ri:,ing up, It'tl her, with hi
 auendants, fo the place where she 8honld re- 
po
e, while he intended to have a 8pOt remote for himself. The lady, however, 


· Rorlerlci Santii Episcop. Pa]cntiui Hist. IIispaniæ Par& IJ.ct III. upud IIbpaniæ iHustratæ. 
}o'raucfurt Ml>CCIIl. . 
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,.at down with him, who wa.. 1Il1willilW, al\(l the king 
lill to hi
 ('hief st 'w3f(l, 
"It i
 timc now to retit"(> to n...t;" awl thi.. he ::aill, aJd:-- the hi...turiau, ,. that <.:Iw 
might go away j" hut :-he only a;taid there the more :.ullll':-ivcl)'. The king then 

('(\ing that :-:he dlO
e to :-:ta
., tried in :motl..'r way of eOllrtl)" ingenuity, to din'rt 
her from hl.r unhappy purpo:" . j awl h. f'aitl to Iu'r, "Luly, what ila it that .rou 
fl'ar \\O
t ufalI thing:-. ?" :::;he r('plil"(l, "Ll"
t my hu
banJ f.hould fall." "L.uly," 
hc 
id aJ..,rain to her, "\\"hat is it that )'Ou love 1110...t (1Í all things?" "\rhat is 
not mill{': wa
 her 8uhtll' n'pl)'; I'tilI the king wi
hl'd to ('1)(1('avur, by honl'..te<m- 
\"l.r:-.ation, to \\an>lll'r fl"Omlwr (Il.:-.i,rn j:-O having call1'(l hi
 knights ami dorU(.."'ti('
, 
he :-\aid to them, "I .t u
 pal"
 the night in familiar ùi:--t'our:-e, till the hour of pro- 
Ct't'C..ling forth j ami he 
i(1 to the \\Oman, "Lady, do you wi",h to hear what 
perhal':" you hu\.e ))e\"('r heard"! the hi
tory of my birth, ami thc chief m.y..tery of 
lll)' life ?" 
\Jl(1 
hl' f'aid, .. \\"ilIingl)"." Then :--aid the kin).!" "file noble qm'l'n, 
om' muther, wa..; daughll'r of the king of IIurwary, allli her lIumf' \\ a...; 
 Icole:-ia ; 
ami our lonl fatlll'l', wu..; the good king Jalllt'sof 6\rra 1r un. The lady, our mothe.', 
told lit; that the Umnipotent Chri.,t shu\\l.J prodigi. uf hi- powet., on the night of 
our conccption. Dreadful thunder, alul tlamt 
 of fi.'c, a III I !o-hl't.[:, of hail hroke 
o\"('r Barcelona that night, t-o that wiltll)('a
t... fl('(l from tlu' \\()()(I:oò, ami mountain:" 
and {'"dm' h'rrifÌNI to the :-hore. The earth trembled, ami the 'a roaTl.d, amI 
6\\cllcd to a fearful height j the citizens filled 111, l'.OUrts of the palace, and thefP 
l'ame au oM man, anù aid to our lord fad...r, 
igneur, I am a Iwrmit awl lilY 
(lwdliug' i:01 on 'fount 
'rmt; alill I have come to you, Il'(l by the Goo(1 pirit. I 
had gone I'oollle di:oòtan('(' from my C':.lve, to tL I'opot eall('(1 '
lxum vit:c,' looking for 
roots of l1l'rb
, Ill)" accu:)toml
l food. 6\n<l while I rl'maiuc<1 thi:, night unùer the 
rock praying, a voice came to me baying, 'a "omlrons fruit h.iS heN) conceived.' 
And 
oon after, the prie::,t of the palace came to the qUt'f'II, our moth('r, find l"aid, 
'L.uly, I l<'fì. my 
I in t('rror, awl t'ntt'rin
 the ('hap('l, I pro:-'ll1l11'(1 mY:-'t'lf bt>rore 
diP sacr('(1 altar j' and I Ill'ard a voicc, ,..aying, '6\ lion i.. conceived, which will be 
great among:-t the people! The queen, too, our mother, hall a wltudrous vi:-ion 
to the dfect. Bt'hoM, then, in pr ...... l1f ti
e I was born, and a,. I gJ'('w up, 
I wa.
 trained to f;a('T('t1 wor...laip, and to faith ill Chri
t ; alld I W:l<; taught the art 
of war j and whell I was ('igIHl't'li )"(>a
 old, I wa:" hy the gf'.l('" of Chri
t, united 
in legitimate marriage to Coll
tantia, mO\"l...1 by who 'tear
 I have now taken up 
arm
, to re\'enge the death of her father. .\.nd 
'C to what m<.:ualti. 
 of war, alill 
to \\ hat perils I have not fearl'(11o expo,e my:-:df. Awl know, that to her tì)r 
wlwsc 5ahC I have done thi..;, alul to Chri:oòt, who i:òl the Gi\"er of grace, I have 
promised, that as my cau..e is hol)", 
') 
hall he m)" lifè ; nor will I indulge in vo- 
luptuous repl,
e, until the teal
 of m}" COlI
tantia shall ha\"c {'('a[O:l'(l to flow, and 
until she shall ha\'e obtailll'd full ju-tice in the puni
llInent of traitors, aJ)(l satis- 
faction for her father's death." After thus !o-aying, he wa", sill'nt ; and the woman 
r('pli(.d, ":-'eig'lwur, how old are yon? And of what 3gP i., your wife, whom 
.on 
love;:;o much ?" .AmI the 1.ing n'plie<1, "That he \\a
 fjfty-thn'(', awl the (luet'li 
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thirty-seven years of age." The woman said no more, but retired, supposing that 
the kmg would do the 
ame; but he took up his arm:,>, and roused his men, anel 
prepared to set forth. She then, unwillingly, folJowed them; but from that 
homo she became his implaeable enemy, and left no stone unturned to estrange her 
hu..;band from him, and to undermine the stability of his new power. This in- 
terview took place on the 2nd of October, in the year 1282.* 
The 111storians of the middle age are ridiculed hv the moderns fiw havinO" 
. ð 
recorded snch numberll'
s in:;:tancet" of t"upcrnatural agency; but it should be re- 
membered, that they always evince an intimatp conviction, that the great sm'pa:,..;ing 
mir:tcle of their time;:, wa.;: the number of rich men that entered into the kingdom 
of heaven. If we now descend to lower rank
, we are presented with direct e,'i- 
dence, not only of purity and decorum of manners, but of the mot"t fervent e
- 
erci:;:e of all the Christian duties. Thus we find S1. There
a, 
peaking of a very 
honest merchant of Toledo, nall1C(I ")Iartin Ramirer," who l
 an exemplary life; 
being 8incere and faithful in his commerce, and thinki ng of augmenting h is good:;:, 
only in order to perform more wOI'ks agreeable to GOt} ; and elsewhere :--peaking 
of another merchant of Toledo, named Alphon
o of A'Tila, who, like the furmel', 
being unmarried J wa::; only occupied in assisting prisoners, and performing other 
good works.t 
In addition to the8p sources, we have likewise a class of docnments, consisting 
in general views of the manners öf society in different countri
, pre:,ented hy 
writers of the middle age, as the result of their personal ob::;ervatious, which are 
very remarkable, 
In the twelfth century, before Frederick openly disputed against the Church, 
and the names of Guelph and Ghibelline were known, the citizens of Bologna are 
described as contending with each other only in zeal for virtue. " Friend
hip 
was then the boast of youth, nor was that pm'it)" of manners affected by the clouds 
of fleshly concupiscence, which ob
cure the h
art and prp\"ent the serenity of ]O\'e 
from being distinguished from the darkne:õs of lu
t. The fruits of love were then 
conversations, innocent mirth, allel deeds of benevolence; the delight which 
charmed wa.;: to read sweet hook
, side by side, to labor together, to di:,- 
sent sometimes from each other without hate,-as when a man dehates with him- 
8elf,-to teach anò to learn mutually, to desire the absent with modesty, amI to 
haiJ the present with joy. Thi
 abundance of a loving heart was manifested by 
the tongue, the eyes, and a thou
alld graceful motions. Then, in every hou:5e, 
'W
re found honest 
hame, and continence, and conjugal love, and virtuous sobriety 
and moderation. The dignity of families did not depend upon riches, which 
were rare in Iælian houses, but on the number and honor of their member
. )fan- 
nerd were simple and redolent of the antique world, so that wen ro
 from ban- 


· Bartho]omæ de 
eoca.."tro Historia Sicula. cap. 41. apud Muratori Her. Itn1iC'. Scriptorum, 
tom. XIII. 
t Foundation of the Carmelite 
onast. of Toledo. 
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qnpts to Hucly or to 1)IJ
in '..,
, for which tlU'il' ft.'mI)('rate fm-.:t only g:1\"t> them :I. 
grmtcr relish. Libcrty wa:5 rClainl1.1 ami cheri.::-llL...I, a.s part of human good, 
though sometilJ)('
 tlJ(.re \, a.. 1I10re' l
ril in J't ..toring thall happin
 in po", "i,.,ing 
it, aluI to goocI 1lJt'1l lil>er')" wao.; IIt'Vt'r wantill
."* 

\mhro
I' IA'o draw.. 1'-(1('1. a pietUl'c of tlU' illhal.itanl
 of Sob in his :l.gf', that 
he c!'litc trall
p(jrt.s hi..; I'eatlcr illto a tcrrC'
trial par:u1i...e, alld make's him Ìmagillc 
that hc wander:; nmid..t the ...wcet \.ilb
 aUlI garclcn.::l of that courteou:" Lenign, 
and llO..pitahle }}('op}(,', "in who:o-C rnauners arc ('umhinC'cl," he !-oJ)""', "the 
tri('tc:-t 
dl:l...tity mul t('mppranre, with the utmo
t dl'g:IIJC'C awl rdìuC'lIIl'nt, XO f:u,tions, 
(luarn'I
, trc'aN)Jl:o., or lI1urclc'r:o-, C\'l'r cli
tnrh that 
 'rcue f'tatc', from whid, no out- 
e.h.t vf vil'ious lifl', in \\ hom IU:o.t vr :i\'ariec 1'-\\ a)"o; rC:l
lI, i
 C\'cr 
c'l'n in any town 
of It:Jly. Here men are tilJcrs of the ground, ami ('ontcnt with thcir lot; !'o that 
r.ll"f'ly any inhahitant" i
lu:o. to tl":1\"pl, or 10-..c :-:ight of the l'i l
. towt'rs, OJ' p:I
'" hf')"oucl 
tll(' 
oullcl oftlll'ir hc'Jl... IAu'e1l70 Bulino, n )"outh, wa" ah"c'lIt with 1lJ(' cluring three 
clay
, ancl nfte'r\\anls ('mnillg h.ll'k, whcn we arrin'(l at the ('ity gate., he jnmpc'(l 
Jrum hi
 hu
c and ki ...1 it, as during the \\ hole jourm'y hp contillually òeclarl'<l 
he \\"oulcl (10, if Gocl .:ilioulcI gmnt llim a llappy retnrn'-'t 
In thp grpat ('ollpC'tioll of Ttaliall antiquitil
 hy Græviu.; :nul Burmann, thl're j", 
a n'll1arhaLlc tlu.('ription of 'al1ipvli
, in the J:lp)'giau hUlel, alltl vf thc manners 
of that people, gi \'cn hy the celebrated p"il()
op"er aDtI mu..t l('
rnl'<l phy...ici:l.1I 
_\ntolliu Gala "0. "II(,I"t.," f-A"lith h(', "men are mlr.o.t pure, mh:o.t moral, not liars, 
not mpaciou
, not Fl'(litiou:-, lIot intcmpt'I'atp, 1I0t nmhirioll", :u)(l, wh:lt 1)lato a...- 
cril)(.s to maritin1t' ('iti(,:--, IIl1t unjll
t) IIl1r fI":Ulclulc'nt) hut \'t'I":l<,:ion.., f:.lithflll, nb- 
!-temiou
, ('ontcnt(.'(I, daaritahle ; allcl, 110twith:,taluling the 
 nncI thp multitude of 
merceD:l.r)" troops, ml(l the influx of foreigne
, pn' 'pl"\'ing their intpgrity :111<.1 
clln
t3ncy. In pOet., mild, t....lctablc, :nul humaill'; :lIul of theil' hr:avcr)' in \\nr, 
th(' ,TpnPtian..., Spani3r,1.., nnel FrPIlC'h ('all I)(':-t "'Iwak. Tlw ('(hlC'ution of 1)(1)":0. awl 
Joung men is liheral ami 1H0d":o.t. An'ohraIK'C amI ill:,olence are 1I0t fi)(II1<I among
t 
our youth, who are full of lll\'c ft'I' 011' allotlll'r, :nul hc.'Il('vulence. But" hat is 
ahO\"e all important, the pPOplc arc not negligent of religioll 3tul the divine WOI"- 
f'hip; bt. .\gath3, p3tf()nl':-
 of the ('ity, the)' piou,}y vl'nprnte, ami what we have 
such difficulty to lWl1'll:ule the f'Ït>k to do, thc':-.e })('opll', whether about to live or 
clip, of their own accord, h:n-e ('()n
tant re<'ourse to thp f-acramcnt... The virtue 
(If tl1(' women ('orre
ponds to th. .. manncr
 j they are ('haste, indn
trion",) amI 
ohc'(lil'nt. On IlOlic1a
':o; they 
ta.r much at home; nn other days thc'y !'pin. The 
heauty and cxqlli
ite g.....ce of our lIlaidl'n
 .ITe only pquallc'(I hy tlwir modf'
ty. Xo 
one 
 them at a window; no one evel' rn('('ive." frolll them a g('5ture or a look 
to prnbold(,11 di
honp..t thoughts. .At thirteen, you will find few unmarri('(1. 
Good meu, and Ivver
 of truth, camlOt pa:o.S l./\'er in silence the virtue (If an 


· Barth. Dulcini rle vario Bononiæ statu. Lib. IV. Theaur. Antl'l. lIaliæ, VII. 
t Amhro!il. L,.olJiq de 
ol.1. Lih. III. c. 6. Thesaur. Antiq. Ital. tom. IX. 
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enemy. The Venetians arc not c;tyl('(l mo
t Christian, yet, when tllf'Y took our 
city, as true Christians amllraliau:-ö, they rc:-öpected the women, and guarded them 
diligently in the church of St. Agatha; they ab:4ained from slaughter and lle- 
8trl1ction, and wished to give np their capti\'es. Upon the whole, my Summonti, 
I know of no city mOl'e capable of 
erving the purpo
es of a happy life, if uue 
knows how to enjoy it; none more fit for a ðweet and tranquil exi
tence. Here 
are no affairs but llomestic, and tho
e not ('on"iclprahle ; no tumults but tho!'e of 
the sea and the winds; here are no seditions, no strifes 01' ,'ery rarel)', no })roud 
thresholds, no exces
 of I)leasures or of riches to currupt manners; here is equal 
justice,-that oft-depicted, long sought and wished for iðovoJ-da, grateful, a:i 
Plato 
ays, to God ami men. Here is the image and !'hadow of that hol)' city which 
will be in heaven, and which from heaven to earth ha;:, never descended. There 
is, indeed, between high amI low, nobles and people, a certain distance here, but 
it is such as philosophers, and Plato himself would praise ; not too great, not 
proud, not contumelious, whieh holy men abominate, so that one should be 
thir:-öty and another drunken, one able to touch heaven with his head and another 
sunk clown to the abys:-;; here is neither servitude nor licence, but a certain 
moderate equality; there is degree as to race, riche
, dignity, m3gi
traey, for absolute 
equality is the greatest inequality; hut as far as justice and freedom require, there 
is true f:'quality. IIere are few dissensions, few insane clalllor
, few crimes, few ha- 
tred..:, no deceits, no prisons; here we live without envy, without ambition, without 
pride, without injury, without luxury; we have neither superfluities nor di
tre
,.. 
Here one lives without fear and in the utmost cOllconl, a
 ill a citadel. There 
are no taxes. "
e enjoy a saluhriou
 air, delicious pro
pects over 
ea and laud: 
here I live temperately, and enjoy athletic vigor. At the ninth or tenth hour of 
the night I ri
e, and employ myself in writing or reading before sUD-rise ; if it 
be a fp
tival or a Yigil, I go to the chur('h of St. Agatha; if it be not, I pray at 
home. ..1t the first Jight I walk forth and visit the sick. Then I 
dine, and afterwards study úr receive those who wi:-öh to consult me re:;pecting 
their Ilealth. .At the twentieth hour I again go forth to visit the sick, and re- 
tum hOllit' at nightfall, where are always some of no deficiency in genius waiting 
to converse with me, on phil(}
ophy, on manners, or on mathematics. Such is the 
liff:' of )'our Galateu:-:, such the city which he inhabit:o:."* 

Iethinks this pieture of the real state ofOtranto. can in:-öpire as much de] ight a
 
that which represents its romantic history. X or are tla
se general discour
t's mere 
panegyrics. Bernar(lin Gomisius de::;cribes the different province
 of Spain, with- 
out concealing the peculiar vices of eaeh people. ct The Y'alpncians," 
aith he, 
"are of a mercurial and ha
ty (li:-öposition, jO
-Ol1:-:, amI infautine, from abounding 
f:O much in the natural goods of life, so that they arc said to be mindful neither of 
the past nor future, being 
atisfied with th
 present; where.lS the people of .1,rra- 


;) Ant. r.alatei Ca11ipolis descriptio upud Tbesaur. Xntiq. Ila1iæ, tom. IX. 



;1-4.t) 


'1 u R E oS t' 
\ T II 0 LIe (; (I R, 


gon alwa
.fo: gloried in the pa..t, and in the fame of their nn to
, dec:pi:-,ing the 
prt.
ut, autl prl':-ef\"ing untuucht.."() ù1Cir ancient law
 The Catalonian.:" inhabit- 
ing a sterile soil, are 8OIicitous about the future, bO as 
rcely to thiuh. of the pre:,- 
ent, amI, then'fore, the
' are more lilx-ral than the othe
; 
 that tlH'yalmo..t 

urpass all other Chri
tian:o, in Lount
" to the poor of Chri!oot, and in the pomp of 
divine worship being truly cheerful giver
, and De\ er more }))"OUS than when 
th('
" can confer benefits j aud though ,'oluble and inl'OllStant, often to their own 
ïujur)", yet the
" e\"inee with all an uJmirable gooJn
, 
llld beiug corn'Ctoo by 
re".1...-.on und art, tht'Y are on that :u "",unt onl)" the mort' ('apabll' of 
xl'eII{'nt things; 
for the Jouth are I'CmovC(1 far from the in,lulgcnoo of parcl1t
, aud iuitia
l in the 
be\"ere principles of the Christian discipline. To th..-.e happy etf'Cts many thinb"8 
conduce; 
trict laws ri
idJ
' cnforceJ, th<, l.x(>mplarf Jives of many most gr.n"e 
citizt'n
 rn()dd
 of manl1t'rs f()r imit:ltion, amI that inlll'rent religion of the 
tat(', 
which impel:-ò them to pit.ty mill to the t'xerl'i..t. of all .ocial virtu
 h)" nU1ins of 
which the Illobilit,y of their mintls, il1...tt":ul of It.ading to inron;,talley amI temerity, 
I"eÙUl. . them to better frui
 of life, to gnlyity anJ pt.'r::-e\'crance.". 
In like m.Uluer John ,.. 
cu.", another' bpaui:,h hi
Lvriall, ex}>
 his aJmi- 
ration of the frugn1it
" alul n)C)Cl
t
" or:111 the }"outh of Sabmanc-a, while Don 
John lilli
uOllio hdd the (,nice of dlam,,'t..llor. t h I llwelt fifty year... in :-:'pain," 

3.\" Luciu.. l\I:1rinæu..., the Sicilian, "and I l1{'ver baW all in:,tance of intemp{'r- 
aUl"C.": Torqu<,maJe c;:peal of an inhabitant of &lamanca who went to ToI{'(,Iu 
amI n>tl1rn{'tl, Ja.1\'illg IM't'n ah,,"nt fifi('(lll or twent)" day:-" llm.iug which tiwe}JC 
II:ul ne"er t:L..tt'd \\ int..
 Th(' manners of 
pain \\ ere not tlll'n !-ilwular iu this 
n "p.
t, for in ft.w cOll11tril.
 \':h th . rac.'t.' of men nUlIlt'rOll
, that \\ ouId have Ji... 
(fainl'll the :-uitor
 of I\'nelope for mixing water with their wine.1] It '\a
 not 
till the dedillc of faith in Gl>rm:m
 , that there W:b a return to the ancient m:mncrs 
a-.crih\-...I to it by Ta('itu
, \\ hen he "'a

, "dit'llll1octt'l1lCllie colltil1l1are pot:uHlo nl1JJi 
probrum,,"c. In the .Il,<'rl"(-:' ('oll<...,tl'tl h
' I \"
 lIe Chartn'
, a pCl1am.."C of forty tla
's 
W:è:I irnpo..ro upon al1
" one who made another drunk, alld if accu
tomeù to give 
:'1)('11 in,"itation.., he \\a
 tI, 1)(' dpprived ofCommul1ion.** rh:lrlemagnp, h)" one 
of hi... (..apitularit":--, hacl forhi.!dpl1, under bë'"Cre l)t'lIalt)., this CU:-òtOIll of t.neourage- 
il1<r others to drink at hanfltll't.;. 
I n France, \\ hell i ntt'lll pt'mnce fÌr..t heC3me common, in the y
r 1536, th(' 
I)('nalt
. of banishment anù the I .. of cars w
 c1enoun('('(l ng3inc..t drunkards, on 
}){'ing convicted lilur timb-. IlllprL-.vnmt:nt, on bread amI 'f.ater, beiug the 
pUlli
hment for th(> fir
t . tfl
'nce. 
"-e may clos
 the:>e general ohscrvatious hy rCIU:1rking that the opinion of the 


· Bernardini Gom
ii de Vita Jacobi I. .\rragon. Lih. XII. 
t Joan. Vasæi Bnlgen,is R r. Hi!:panÏC'arum, Chronic. c. 3. 
t Lucii )I:trin'ii de R
b1h lIispaDiæ. Lih. Y. 
I::: llexameron d'.\nthoine Torqllf'm:ul. . tr ,(t. par Chaplli!l Roma, 162:1. I Od. I. 110. 
Dc ){uriùu::i Getmauorurn. .. hOlli", C.lrnOl. OlCI, '. Par- XIII. !-:. 
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:--ophist:o' re"'pecting the comparative merit of national manneIð, where the new opin- 
iuns '\"pre ('stabli
hed, 'and those of Catholic countries, was in general contempt- 
uously rejected hyall writers on their side whu were raised. above the vulgar. 
"I fl('<1 tn Ital
'," Ea)'s ::\Iilton, in 
m!'wer to the charge ùf hi::, accuser, "not a.-; to 
the place ofrefllge to the profligate, hut b('('üu
e I knew and had found before, that 
it is the retreat uf civility and uf all polite learllillg."* 


CHAPTER III. 


Øð ,-- 
' E cannot proceed further without taking another glance at the interior 
I 
 life of families during the middle ages, in order to ascertain in what. 
iDem degree domestic manners corre;;:ponded with the bleS-.....oo thir:,t, and what 

 m 
 were the fruits of justice which peculiarly lli:,tinguished them. Kiebuhr 

 

 says it i:-; exceedingly interesting to catch a glimpse of the e\yery llay 
1: tran
ctions of antiquity; and if:o-û grave a writer can find it f'0, in re- 
btion to such details as the busine:-:s of witne

ps at ::::ales in pagan Rome, :,urelr 
thel"f
 is nothing in the mere fact of heathenism ha,'ing heen l'Òuper::;e<led Ly Chris- 
tianity, that can render the manners and hou::::ehold economy of the middle age
 
unworthy of an historian's reg.ud. 
"X ever, perhaps," 
ay:o- a modern French writer, "was the virtue of domestic 
life recommended and d
:5cribed with more (':-:tpem and charm than during the 
middle age:'. It wa:, not merely celebrated by the poeb. It is clear, from a 
crowd of witne

es, that the puhlie thought like the poets, amI formed the same 
judgment respecting these kind of action:-::.t That exquisite interminding 
ofphilo
ophy and religion, paS5io1Ï and dome,tic fondn
, which some pronouneed 
to be the true desideratum of the \"il"tunn
 mind, and the be:,t earthly ('()n
umllla- 
tion of onr imperfect nature, forms at ll'a...t one of the peculiar eharacteri
ti('
 of 
those time
. 1 n this re:,pect the manner:' of the middle age:' seem to have 
exi:-:ted with all their foræ in 
p:lin, 'until the entrancc of the French spirit in Illod- 
ern times; an epoch which henceforth :o-hould be designated as It the slaughter of 
Spain. ., 

, The social and domestic life of the 
paniard-;," say::;; IIuber, "is di5tingui
h- 
ed by a freshne:,s, aml simplicity, and free<lom. to a degree beyond, perhap:.:, 
what can be found with any other European people. The kind of ease and equal- 


· Second Dcf
nce of tù
 peop:e of ElIg1antl. 


t Guiz
t, Cours d'Hi,t. tom. IY. 6. 
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it)" which charaderi ' Io.ocirty, i
 almo
t U11kI10,," 11 in othel' lands. Tn th
 
TertulJa, on the Pa
ro, on till' publ ic wal k, t he art i:o-
UI, the l11erch.lI1t, the offi l'f' 1", 
the civilian, the dergy of every rank, the noLll', the ll1arquio, and ('UUllt, conver:,e 
nith l'ach othel' on u footing of tll(' ß)o!-f Iwrf('(.t (,'({uality. It i
 worthy of re- 
mark," IlC coutiuue:->, " that thi.. e(!llalit)" prevail... ill an ('C{llal dl'grl'e even among 
wonlen, "ho, in other countril...., 
 of tell di
dlarge the nuamiaLle l)ffiel! ofprit'!'ot- 
e..:-,,,... to the pride of nohility, wealth, offi!',,', or title. X(""erthcl\

, from what is 
Ill're :-aid fl':o-pel'ting :->lþ('ial frel'(lom alHl ul'lalit)., it mu..t llot he inÙ'I"fl.'tl that there 
i:; any ('onfu..ion of lh.(rrt'(', 01. anI indication uf ilulivi(lual vanit)" 0" 'I"
t('pping 
the just limits of pla(
 and rank in th. ('Ommuuity. For the 1110:,t part, the il1- 
(ll'l)Cllùellcc of the lower d
:"'t.:') h' 
 lJt""cr ill 
pain, the haughty, a

ro.
i,"e, in- 
:--oll'nt tone, "hidl ill Fralll'e and En
laIHI, i
 
) Ott('ll found altl'rmuing with 
cringing sl'rvility." 
"\\" e ha,"e 1"'('11," I'ays Huhichol1, H st
atp:oö IH('
ntin r !"wonl in hand popular in- 
stitution:oö, or \\ hat" erc (
IIl'(l 
uch. .. \Ull \\ hat 
tatl':- ? tllO:-.c in \\ hi('h the nouri!'h. 
IUCllt uf the poor i
 confidl't.l to pc
us to whom tIle Ilouri..hmcnt of hor:o-\;o, ami 
dog
 woulll lIe\"t'r }Ia,"e lx'l'll ('(mlidl't1. \rul pn...t,nting them to whom? To 

pain, Portugal an(1 Italy, who"-C pontit1;", I'o\"('rl'ign
, atHI gralulp(';,;, are obje('{s of 
mockcr)' in till' · foreign :-tah':o" oil m'('uunt of the ...implil'ity of their IlIanß('r
, 
and oftlll'ir iàmiliurity \\ itla the luwl,
t of the }'\I'()ple Dllll tlae poor.". 
The Uumau 
tiri...t ùe" 'rilx-s the ill!'o()lem.'\.' with which the rida t..(':1tf'(l thpir 
puon'r J!'I1(':",h and ('Iif'llh, to whom were :a]wa
.
 om,......1 fOlþ(1 alill wi11l' of an infi.rior 
(I'lalit
., ullll who \\('re not :l1lo\\ ('(I to :--pl'ak \\ it I. frt"t'llom, a.i if tlwy w 're invitl'(l 
to ('au:o-e mirth to till' (,oUlpany. t It wa;o, not 
 ill ('atholic a T(':o-, at the haronial 
('ourt. 
t('pht.'u P
Nluit'r, f'pl'aking of the !-ingnlar fcJieity of the P..c....iòent de 
Tbou, who wa:-. horn of a uollle ract', honort'(l hy hi... kilJ
, 3Iuluo 1(':,:"0 hy the 
1"'(lplt', !':a)'s that hi
 tablp mul eom'er":o-ation wert" gt'lll'mlI)' with the mi(1t11e ('la:"'
l':', 
and that the mOlHent. he came honll', he 1I:..c(1 to lay a....i(le all tbe grnlllll'ur of hig 

tate. Ill.' lll"-cr 
UP})L..J from hOlnt., and he 11:0-('(1 to retirc to 1)(,,'(1 at ninc o'clock 
allll ri"I" "('r
" early, heing ahra
's hi:, (Iwn chamberlain. lIe u..-;cd with 
rt'at 
!'oimpli(.ity to return from t]u' palace IInattt"lul('t1.t a ('u!o'tom whi('h woul,lllow be 
termcd profaning the digllit.r uf hi;o, Omf'(', alill (Jragg-iug ih jn
ignia through the 
1111 rt', 
IIoll1<'r rpln, ..,"l1t.. Te1t"ma('hu
.J.; a mo(l('l of filial inferiority and ohedit"nN", 
:llway:oö in:,tantanl'ou:oöly 
uhmitting to his fiulwr's IHxl ; alill one mi
ht :oöuppo:o-c that 
thpans\\"er which Dion).:oöil1sJlalicarna:-.:",usa:-.<'rilw-; to thc IIoratii, when Tullus(le- 

if('(1 them to I'.lr wht:'ther tIll')" ,,"t"re willing- to fig-ht tilt' Curatii, fur the 
lcfl'J)l'C of 
tlll'il couutry, ha(1 h{'('n taken from I',)me mona:o-ti('ur fi'lIdallai..torian. "0, Tt1lIn
, 
if we had po\\cr to tlNermine thi:o, que...tioll for our:-,el\"e
," 
aid the eIJe:,t, :-,pmkiug 


· Du '[éC'ani!'lllc de ]a 1:)()ciétc cu }<'uncc et cn .\ !)
h,t{'rre, a:?o. 
t Juv. 
.\t. v. 
 L, tln

, Lill. VII. 11). 
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for the rest, "we should answer you without <<1('lay; but :-,ince our fatller i
 

ill 
living, without whum we do not think it right tu bay 01' tu du the lea
t thiug, 
oùô
 rå'\åxurra ÀlyElv 
 1CpårrElv å
LOÙJ1EV, we wu
t beg 
 little deby, that 
we Illa)" consult with hiw."* A\..tticus declared, at his mother'::) funem], that lie 
had ne\yer becn reeonciled to her; by which he meant, that he had nevcr given her 
displca:;ure so a:o; to require forgivenes
. 
\..ll this 
e('m-; worthy of the filial piety 
which was so promincnt a feature in Catholic manners during ages of faith, he- 
fore men had been taught or encouraged to throwaway re...pect, traditions, form:" 
and ceremonious duty. ""ïth his fiüher a11d mother, IIODoring them as a true 
Catholic son, he lies here interred," says the epitaph on 
Iartial d' Au\yergne.t Oe- 
tavian de Saint Gclai!', 
hows himself another of the!õ:e Catholi{' 
on:o:, when f>X- 
pre:,;o;ing ]Iis horror on 
eeing, in a vision, his father's 
pil'it arnollg those that had 
wade :;hipwreck on the perilous worldly sea. 


"Ra que moult fut mon cæur p]dn de rlou]eur 
Quant j'avisa se cheva]oureux corp
. 
Car pour certain c'estoit mon très-cller p
re, 
Que vy Doyé cn mondaine misère." 


Rig first jmpre

ion prompted him to leap into the sea and embraee Ilis father 
in the waves, but an interior voice forbade him, declaring that there \Va,; 110 
renwdy.t The extraordinar
r love whieh Pope Urban the Fourth evinced for the 
Ci
ter('ian monastery of Xt'Hrc Dame des Prez, in the diocese of Troyes, was :--aid 
to have arisen from the circumstance of his mother having been buried within 
it.
 
Certainly, it speaks mueh in proof of the filial re\"eren('e which prevailed in 
the middle ages, to ob:,en"e how many churches and monasteries, the building of 
which had been commenced by fathers and mothers, were, after their death, com- 
pleted by the voluntary picty of their children.1I Behold a scene repres p ntflf1 hy 
Ratpert in his history of 
t. Gall. "
olfleoz, bishop of Con'\tance, after afflicting 
Cotzpert, abhot of that monastery, in diver
e manner
, denied to the monks their 
right of free election; and knowing that their own charters had been burnt, cit('(! 
them to appear with him before the Emperor Lewi
, in whose presence he produ<'c<<l 
a charter from his owu collection, which he ordered to be read; hut, throtl
h 
mistake, his miuister had brought a differellt document from what he had iutended, 
so that he pr<xluced a charter that haq. been granted hy Charlemagne, in the time of 
Bi:o;h"p John, which wa.;; decisive in favor of the monk
. This diploma was no 
sooner openpd, than the Emperor recogni7pd the 
l of his father, when he im- 
mediately raised it to hi:o; lips with veneration, and then deli\"ered it to be pre:,entf'<l 
to all who were present, that it might be kissed by every Olle ill sign of houor. 


· Antiquil Romnn. Lih. III. c. 17. t Gouget, Bih]iothèque Frnnçoi<:e. Tnm. X.40 
t Gouget, BibJiotl1èque Françobe, tom. X. 267. 
 lIist. du Diocese de Tro)es, 362. 
tltalia sacra, passim. 
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.\ft<'1" thi:i act of filial r('\.er
ncc, he ol'llered the charter to he realI, and (k-eillell 
in conformity to his fath<'r's will.* .\ coutmr)" :-pirit \\61.... regarJlJ with univer- 
sal horror. 
. Pl'll'r D.lmiau writt';'; tWill tlae dl':o-l'rt, to ("('u:-lIre .\Ihert, a great 
uml!)owcrfulnohlcman of that timc, b('('au
' tillings ha\"e r(':u.h('(lililll that, at 
thc instit,ratiol1 of his wifl', hc dOt.. 110t treat hi., 0\\ n l11otlll'r with 
lIml'ient rc- 

pcct.t 'Vhcu the 
larqui., of Cadiz, ou (.ntcring HUlltla, haslClll'lI to deliver his 
ullfortullate c()rnp:lI1iOIl
 in arlJls frolll the ùuug'<,ons of the fi,rH . c:, he fOllllll man)" 
of them all11o..t nakt'll, \\ ith irOlls :It tlll.ir uUhle-, :lIJd ha\"ing hl.lnls r<':l('hin
 to 
their wai:o.t:.; : thcre \\cre 
 '\"pral YOUII 1F l1l('n ornohle f:unilic..., who, \\ ith filial pidy, 
hall 
url'enÙt r('(1 thPlllSdv(':, pri:,{)I)ers iu pJ&)('C ()fthcir f:ltllt'r..... 
"The bent'llietiont;;," b3)"s ::5lf'phcll Pa"'<]uit.r, "" hich "e gi\9C our childl'('n, do 
nut c1ep('nll only upon a :-igll or the ero.." whit.1t \, e make on them, wh('n ".r that 
('xh'rior mark we l'ollllJlclHl thl'1ll to G(xI j and as filr malN.lidion, though 'H
 llu 
llOt. cur
 tlH'lll, ).('t 
tiJI if tlll're lx' within us au)" b('('ret c\"il opinion of thl'm, 
though it had only a 
llllplc <.."olor of ju
ti('(" it is all unhappy progn():)tic of their 
future lifl'."! Of the authorit
, of parcnb ami of }m..;b:md
, a \"('r)" high b 'n
e 
wa... (,l'rtainl
' t'ntt'rtailU'tl, "Filii u
orque clui nOlI Yt'Il('r:1l1tur ilIum, ;'I"{I :equalc:.; f'(' 
c
laihent,(lualll\"i"'('gn'gicunlt'nt, pro 1Il11ll..tri..; taml'll hal)('lHli I'll nt," .;ays Canl:m,
 
amI 'f:m;;ilitH Jïeinu-i f:pt':1k.; to th,. t-ame l'ilì..('t in hi..: trt.'3ti'" D' Ofiìcii
, ml- 
<lre:,...etl tl) (11t'rnhin (
tlar<1l1atiu.1I If, ho\\ever, the e
l)l'Ctations of parent., \\Cre 
grcat it mll...t he conre..:o-
"tl, that tlH'Y w('re :o.t'hlnrn dpfÌt'if'nt ill fulfilling tho
e dutilS 
which ('ntitll'tl thl'IH tu the llen)tiollallu\"(' amI rt'\"(,I"l'Ill'C ortheir ehilllrt.'n. Pytha- 
gora.; a..:,iO'netl a
 <.'Ilif.f c':ltt
e for rc\'('ring part.nt
, that it i... from tll('l11 ml'Illt.'l'('i\"c 
the \\ur:-Ilip of the Deit) ;-. ami though :-.incc the bttt'r days of 
r:K,(" tlu' wur:-;hip 
of GlXI h
 nevcr Ll."èn tlepcmling upon c.lomp.;tic tradition", )"Pt tl1(' exact di::wlmrge 
of t1l(' rc)j
iolJ..; duti
 of (,hri...tian parpnt...;, was f<'g:u'I'lt.d, t1l1rin
 the mifldI(' agp
, 
.i..; jll:o-tifying a daim to morc gratitmlc than coul(l be (Iue on the ground ofll:wing 
tran
mitted any:, 1f'ular 0: material udvantagt'. Thus Charlt's d ' Hourguc\'iIIe, in 
hi;;; r('!õ;('archbon thc antiqnitit'''\ of :Xormaml
, !'I)('.tkin
 of his 0\\ n origin, and of 
hi... heing born of uoLle parcnt.., ob... r\"e
, that "he l'on...i(lpl"S hi
 heing rc('('iv('(l 
into the bOCiety of Chri:"ltian..; Ly hapti
m, :1'1 thl' mo
t 
ignal favor that W:l..; e\"er lx.,- 
f:towoo upon him;"** :111111 Iierollymu..; ntllwtJ
, tIlt' nohle :1I11l1carllPd ph)"sician who 
wrote the history of Ua\"Cllna, bl.'CIllS ciJiefly gr:1tcful to his fath('r, from remcmlwr- 
ing hi., cu40m of leading him frequently, when a boy, to gee a \"ell('mhle hlind 
prip...t, ..\ ntonio ::\lonnt'tlllo, wlm imprf'

('d him with 1'ueh rc\'('rcnee, that he 1':l)"!" 
"[ would never have qUittL.J laid side if I eouM have had lea\"('. On fca...;t da)"s 
after \"csper
, this holy man," 
aith hp, "11:.;('(1 to pl"l'a('h ill the Ct\llycnt of thc good 
.Tp:'I1'" at n'w('nna. f:itting in the middle of the church; hut at 110111(' ('Y('r
" tl:1
' 
liP used to exhort thu'c \\ ho came to Sl.'C him, wllo were not few, to en.Jbl1lcc a holy 


· Haperti de casihus S. GaB apud. Go]dast, Rer. AUeman. tom. 1. t Epi
t. 3. Lib. \"111. 
t Lettres tic Pa
quicr, Lih. XL 3, 
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lift" .l:; true Chri:,tians and ('atholi
. Yon would ðee crO\\"(I:o: flocking to COn\'Crðe 
,\ ith him: amI I knew another 
u('h old man, Cri
polt1o, at Home, though not 
blind, who was always similarly I'hut up ill a ble
se(l little room, where he was 
con
tantly either meditating or speaking, or reading, or writing about di\.ine 
thill

."* :Xobility ibelf was preserved and transmitted more by means of pa- 
rental admonitions than hy descent of blood; for 3.-; the old pilgrims would say, 
"\,ie dchonnaire, ju!-'te et saincte retient l'homme en honneur, SaIlS jamais avoir 
d
h()nneur."t It would have heen well for 
ome families in modern time:-, e\'en 
in rcganl to worldly honor, if, a
 ill the palace of l>riam, therc had been an altar 
ill the centre of the housc! Xothing can be more admirable than the in
truc- 
tions which we find the parents of the mid(lle ages gi\'ing to their children. 
Hear how Stephen Pasquier writes to his son Peter, who was a young soldi{'r- 
"TIe f'ober, gentle, affable, and prize the hlessing of the poor people. Abo\"e all, b1as- 
pllCme not the name of God. It is a here:,;)", and a detestable opinion, that oaths 
31)(1 hla:,phellies become valor, wherea..;: modesty in word and deed is its greate:,t 
ornament."! Ilear again his counsel to hi') son TheOllore, whom he had educated 
for the bar: "If you would be a gooJ pleader be a just and good man; for yon 
will easily persuade tho
e who believe you to be such; but if you have an e\"il rep- 
utation, all the eloquence of Cicero and Demo
thenes will serve you nothing. 
Kever undertake a cause which yon do 110t belie\'e to hl' good. Combat for truth, 
not for victory; but all this is included in the fir:,t qualification. I do not 
merely wish you to be a just man, I want this ju
tiee to he armed with a li\-ing 
force to hurl vice to the earth, to sustain the atllicted poor, to meet fl'arle:"oSly the 
efforts of the mo.5-t powerful, who would abu
e their grandeur. Let all courtier-like 
fear of di
pleasing the great be far from you; for though you may offend them for 
time, they will afterwards choose you for their advocate, because you filithfully 
8erved your clients again
t them. It i:; sinning against the Holy (;ho
t to l1ouri:,h 
your clients with fal:,e hopes, in order that the cau
e Illay be protracted. Perhaps 
your practice will be le,..
 for this, but it will be more I'ecnre and more honorable. 
Let your pleadings be modest in regard to your opponents, but without prevarica- 
tion. t;pare, howcver, their shame. TIe a\'aricious, not of money , but of honor. TIlll
 
conducting yourself, I commit the care of your fortune to God, whom you 
hould 
implore in all your actions, am} he will ne\"er leave thosè who call upon him with 
a dc\'out heart." 
 
The letter:; of that illl1striotB nohleman and philo:,opher, John Pieus of 
ri- 
randula, to hi
 nephcw, John Franei
. pre
ent another admirable picture of the 
8pirit of domestic r..lations in that ag-e-"It is a folly," he 
3YS to him, "not to 
helieve in the Go:-;pel, who
e truth i;-; proclaimed hy the blood of martyr
, who
e 
prodigies resound on apostolic tongue
, which reason confirms, the world attests, 


* ßieron. Rubei TIist. Ravennatum, Lib. IX. 
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thl' <'1el\1el1{';; pl"()('lnin" tI1f' df'mon..;: ('onft'
..; hut it is a :--til1 
rp:lt('t. fc,lIy, if yon 
tIC) lIot tlolll>t of tlU' truth of tll - G ..pel, aud)"l't li,'c a'i ifyotl ,Iitl not doubt that 
it wa:o; fill
e: 1èJr if it I,c tl"ll(' that 'it is hard lì)r a riC'h man to ('I1tPI" tIlt' kint,rÒom 
of G,,,I; \\ Ilr ..Iumld we thit.
t afit't' ril'llf..'o.) i If it hc tI.Uf' th:lt not th.. glor-y whjeh 
i:, frulll 111('11 otwht to he (It'..il"l'tl, hut that whit'll i!t from (;0,1) ,\ IIY 
IItJ\t1tl wt'h:mg 
upon the judgmenti of Well? If what Chri--t at1ìrm.. of hi..:. future ('omill
 I,., 
tnJe, \\ II)' fhonld we fear nothing J,...., than hell, or hope iè.)r nothing with lp
c; ar- 
dor thal1 11(-.l,'l'U ?"* 
Hh:""(l'H'ntl
. \na fiml thi:i virtHou.. lIt'plal'W, John FralJ('i..:, 
\\'ritill
 to ('
hort u r('l:ttion to p"r:'I'\"l'n- in ('CHlforrnillg' hi., manm'r:-- to tilt' rult, of 
Chri..t, aaul lll'(,'uuuting for IJis giving I"IIl'h Utlmol1itioll on the groUlltl (If 11 'CC '",it), 
of blOOll, :mcieut C'l1!o.tom, and (.....p<.'t..ial 1m.('. t 
'Fr(,l1l'h writers of the time of Louis Xl".. w('rc geuf'rnllr iu('lil1..c:l to jHc1
e 
with St.\"t'rity whate,'er helongt'tl to the mid,ll" :'
f'-, yet (;ougl'f, :o-pl'akill;!' of 
Champil'r'
 \\ork l'lItill
'(1 "rhe tt'
t:mwnt (If:1I1 oM prim,', "laieh, at the (.ml of 
hi
 tb)":i he ld't to hii :>011, to ill:-trul't him laU\\ to follow virtu(' :nul tn fly 
from i'in," admits that "th.. pr<'<'t'pt.. 3n' u...cful and 
()li,l, :1I1d \\cll <'aI(-ulatl.'d tu 
promote piety :nul the fl'arof GOt1."! Xor \\":t-; it 1I)('r('l)" d,il<1rell who w('rt'tImi 
:Hlmnni
IIt'(1 h
' tll<'it. ]>:11"(,lIt..; ; :111 (If'p('ncl,'nt'' w..n' 1'oimibr])" in
tnwt(,(1 ill the rf'- 

I)4.'('ti,'f' ,Iutil's of their 
tah') ami uI1;t"d to play lUll tIlt' part of i(IJe truanf:-:) 
mnittin
 th ' sw<>et heupfits of tim' fl) ('IotllP tllt'ir n
'" "illt :tlwt'I-lik(' p(.rfection. 
Tim..; \H' rrod of FI :mci
 l.
()rgja p:I..
iug hi.. youth in the hot1:-(' of his f:ülH'r, the 
Dukr of G.uHlia, that he was Ln."tl up "amollg
t the (Iorm...tirs in wlIlJtlprful ill- 
)U)('('U('C aud ])it'ty:' In f:u.t iu the (":l
t1('S of the michlh-ag(', if )'011 "ill credit 
'J:U"f'h:ln
y, t]w p:tO'f'<'; thpm..;('h'('..; \\('r(' ()fte'u little Þaiut:",
 whilr, as at the ca."tle 
of \Yinc('nm's, there were allg -I:, ill 
tone carvl-'tl ovcr the g.ltc. "Tlu' beigncl1r (Ie 
Ligny led Bayard hom,' \\ ith him," Fays an anc-icnt ,\ rit('r, ":11)(1 in the ('\"pning 
prea('}u'(l to him as if h(' lI:ul L('('n hi., own 
on, rt'L'C.)}unwuJing him to have honur 
uIwa,p. hefon' hi.. e}"(':-:."II 
Truly beautiful dOf'" thf' fi,tt-lity of d.Ï\'alrntN youth :.ppt'3I' in thf' praÇ!c ofhi
- 
tory 01" romanl-"C. EVf'l")' m:l:,,{t'r of a f:'mily in the middlt' age.., laml 
ome )"OUII:; 
man ill hi., !-'{'rviee who woulcl h:l'"f' njoi('('tl tn f-l...t1 the last drop of hi.. hlooc.1 to 
c;:a,'e him, and \\ ho, like .Jonatlaau's :n'moI" heart.'I", \\"oulcl1.:1\'(' rt'})lil't} to his i'um- 
mon
, "Fa(' omnia qu:o ]>Ia('('nt animo fuo: pf'rge quo <'upi
, (.t ('ro t('('um ubiculll- 
que yolueri..:." ""})('u f;yrnn ]C, Courtois rf':"olw'tl to procced on th(\ :Hh'f'ntur,' 
of thc P:t..;:..;ia
e })f'ril1f'IlX, we rp
(1 that t.he varlt't 011 IU'aring the ft'auhllt'..;:-ò :tllli 
c-ourtt.:-:y with whic-h hí., l(ml spoke' to him, l)('gnIJ to w('t.p nhutHbmly, and fo'aitl 
all in tear:-:, ((Sire, know that my lH'art tt'lls uw, that :--ooth if you proceetl farther, 
yon will n('\.er Tf'tnrn ; that you wi11 either peri..;h therf', or you will remain in 
prison; but uuthlc:,S, nuthing shan prevcnt l1lC tram going" ith you. Better die 


* Johnn 1>i(,1J!J )fir:mdn]a Erij:lt. Lib. 1. t Epfc:t. I.th. III. 
t BibJiothèq. Françoi...,'. tom. X. 21i. 
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with )"ou, if it be Go(1's wi1I, thall ]('an
 )"011 ill such guise to !-a\"p my own Iifp :,. 
alllI 
o 
aying, he 
ieppl'd furw:mI allll :-;aiJ, "Sire, i"incc yuu \\ ill not retUI"II, a('- 
("orcling' to lilY ach"ice, I will nut leave yuu this time, come to lIle what ma,y." 
\tI- 
thur-it)" in the houses uf the miJ(lle ages was always yellemhle. The vcr)" krill 
:-,'nt2:>ehal, is 
urpu:,ed to ]Ia\"e implied old knight,..o that, as with the Greek:;, the 
\nml signi(\"iug' to honor, awl to pay re
pect, was dpri\"('(I illlm('(1i:ItPl
. from that 
wlli('h denoted old :1
e-;rptõßtí]w being' thus u
l'd in tlae fir,...t line of the 
EUlUeni(les.* En'n to thu:ie who were mefPly attadwtI hy the bOlld
 of friewl- 
:-laip or hO:ipitality, tile 
ame le-;sons and admonitions were cun
idercll (laIC-. ,John 
Franci<; Pieu:-, of )Iirandula, mention:,; hi:i uncle's custom of frequent Iy :U1UlOll- 
i:5hing his frien(1:.:, ('xhorting them to a holy Ii fl'. c'l knew a man," he :".l
'
, "who 
once f'poke with him 011 the suhject of m:lIl1ler
, awl who was Su much JIlu\r('d hy 
(,nly two words from him wllich allm1ecl to the cl('ath of Chri
t as the 1I1Otiw
 for 
:l\'oi<1ing :--in, that from that hour he renuunced the ways of vice, anù rc:Ormed 
hi
 wholc life and manner."t 
Gile.; of Colonna 
hOW8 tIll' advantag<' of having h01)" books reaù alouù, in the 
YlIl
ar i\liom, during the repa
ts of the f:lllli!y. II{,IlI'y f'u:-:o, of the f:mlily of the 
COllnt
 of 1\lon:" whu bc'Came afi('rward
 a Dominican friar, amI an eminent u
cetic 
pllilo
opher, dying in the oùor of 
anctity at DIm, in the Yl'ar 12G5, was fir
t 
excited to :serve God with fervor, hy hearing' the 
weet in\"itations with which 
('ternal wisdom allures a soul to recei\'e her inestima1)le treasure, r('a<1 at t11e ba- 
ronial tahle. Thus the Book of "
isdom u:,ed to he read at the banquet of the 
f('mbl ('a...t1e, and, a8 the present example show!', often to hearer:i of a true heroic 

tamp, full of noble enthu
i
lsm fin' all justice. This )"outh
 not able to contain 
]lim:-:df, burst aloud intu the fi)l1owin
 exclamations: ,. Oh, I will set llly:o:elfwith 
all my pO\n'r to prucurc this happy wi
dom. If I am po
e:,."'eù of it I am tIle 
llappie,.;t (If lIIt'n. I will de
irf', I will seek, I will as I;: fOl. nothing e1:o:e. She 
1aer
clf ill\"ites me. _\.dif'u, all oth('r thoughts amI pur:,nit
. I will non'r ('(':1:;e 
prayin
 awl conjuring, with all the arclor of my f'oul, this di\"ine wisdom to yi
it 
1I1e:' \rhat, think you, 111l1:,t hayc becn the hanquet hall of an Allsuhl, sun of 
reh'r, f'eignenr of)[a1l1c, tllat renowned warrior of the ele\"cnth (:t"ntl1l'Y, who, as 
Onlel'ic Yitali..; f'ay
, was "almo..:t equal to philo
ophers in hi=-, di
('om'
e, who 
l\",(,(} to f}"('qIH'lIt the ('llIIl'cll(':'. lellding all :lttenti\.o alii} jlldi('iou:-; ear to tlae sacred 

ermon:-:, committing' to memory the Ji\'e
 of the f:lthcrs, whidl he heard recited, 
dete5ting all lying narration..., a
 weil as the anthor
 who changed the word of 
God, and puhlicly refuting theil' wicked sophi:5ru
:'! 
Perhaps I shall be cundemned a:i fanciful, but I cannot avoid recoglllzlIIg 
justice even in that ail' of melancholy which, as wo hefiu'e oh
el'\"('(l, encompa

ed 
the feudal towers, and ]('[t some trace of it:i action in all the forms and manners of 
(1onw
tie lifE' in t11(' middle age:.:. It will not :.:urpri.:e me iftbo..e who ha\"e aban- 


· Æ
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doned Catho1ic thoughts and In:ml1<'r.& :--hould r('('CÏ\.e :-uc.h a !:ugg-f'C:tion with 
(,li
ain ; for in gl'llt'ral when tlH')" look 
ull
", it ii fot' \\allt of 1Il00U."y ; alltl tllt):'t' 
that:11"(' Rul, lil"e 
hak(,:--pl'are':i )'oun
 philo:,oplwr, I...tray tlll'm..e1n'.' tn ("'l'ry 
{' 'n
ure wor
' thall drunl..anl:,; hut I remark that the hlc!" -''tl St. FraIJl'i.., whu 
culti\"atL.J thb (.hccrflll :-.pirit, :lUÙ the Ilt'art's joy 3::5 onc of th . chniCf....t dll'Cb of 
tlle 
Oll1'8 union \\ ith (;0(1, took (':lre to di:-tingui:--h it fmm that di"po...ition whieJa 
f'('eks to 1)f(lIl1otc laughll'r, alld he l"<'t'omml'lltled thii nohle poetic gra,'it.r :t..; a 
d('feuec :t1!ain:--t the dart:-: of tII<> demoll. Olle \\ ho i... profimndly \"('r
L'(1 in the 
dIameter of the middle ngt':', IIJ1ight almo:-t 
tJpP(\:,c that 
o('i(.t.r Ia:ul then lwen 
fi}J'l1)e(I on the \"i('w:J of thl.. . lat(' l' })hilo:-upher-, who 


", that pipty i-; e
tingui:-:h- 
('(I in hmghtt'r, :u1l1 that what Illt'n <':111 bught('r i... l1othin
 d:-c' hut :1thl'i..m 
pun': in (,'orrohoration of which opinion, the fact undouhtt'tlly lIlay h. noticl'(I, 
that it \\a..; aIway:i hy a l:1lltrhiw" J;l'lll.ratioll, a lit I mt'n of Tyrinthian wit, that 
the Catholic religion t',' pru:-cri1X't.1. Pau - , now fin. a mom{'nt, re.1dcr, 
.forc 
:111)" of tlw..e old portrait..;. ""hat a 1001.. is tlH'rc! Do you not read .. thc !-olll'" 
long thir:--t" that Ñldlll"'
 "lli{'h 
bl('IU":lIh'hct'..ys is of it..."lf :1h,ay
 :l1!rl'pahlt';* 
lIlt' h":lin of tllOlI
ht, foo, "hil'h is a..cril)t.d to .Ja('f!lJe..; hy 
hal,,(,..}}('.lrf', "hell lit' 

})(':lk-; (If" lovillg to ('O})C him ill tho 'fit
 wh
11 It., j..; full of mattc..?" Do 
JOU not re.ld, ill 
hort, the d(':)irc of ju...ticc in that COUlitenalH'p which :--t) nnhly 

'ok('..; a :-miling with a bigh? 
lay we 110t a

il1 to ju:-:tie(', to tll{' (1(,t.p :-t.n:,i- 
hility of thc mitltllc agt:', trace that tragic dignity "ith whit"h ('\"pn tIll' dwellings 
of mt'n \\ere then in\"p"ÍL"t.l? Love alltl (ll'ath h:ltl h.ft many marks of their power 
and of thdr W()C upon the" ilHl-br-.J.viwf' towers of the anf"':stral man !:lion. Yon 
ha,'e onl
' to \"i..it any t'.lstle of the middle ...gc!-o, to fLacl the {Of('{' of thi
 
r('mad
. "ïtm....... th.1t of 1Jloi
, \\ ithin thc W:1Jl
 of which djt'(l ,... all'n- 
tine (If)libn ; wife of LOlJj..;, Count of Blois; Philjp ofOrl(':m.., their third :-:011; 
Eli7.3hdh of Fr:mt"i:" daughter of Charlt'o; ,... 1., wit low of Uich:ml, kin
 of Eng- 
lauù, and wife of Claarl ", Count of Bioi=" ; l'i(.rre d'.\mhoÎ!-op, hi
hop of J>oi(,ti('r:-:, 
brother of the t'ardinal; Laurf'ut Durt:'au, ('ollfl'.....')r tt) Loui
 :x I L; ,Tohn lie 
Garuai, dlancdlor of France undl'l' Loui.. :x. I r. ; .\lIth'cw Xa,'agil'ro, amba....ador 
of ,.,. ('nice; Jol1l1 of Orlean
, of the poi:--oll giv('11 to him returlling from tll<' !-ipg"t' 
of la Rochelle; .\utuine Bolaier', eardillal ar .hhisllOp of BOllrge
; .\nll(, "fOr- 
leall
, nblx>
" of }'onte\"cr:mlt; Charlott(,. tl:lIIg-htpr of Frnnci
 I. ; tht' C}1ll't.'IH 
Annf' of Brptagne anti Catllt'rillt, (Ie '[('(lici
, alHI the iIlu:-triou... princes of the 
hon"'c of (;ui
e.* 
J ('lIl11neraít. thu::e in
tanæ:s to show how, in gcneral, the houses of our 3D<'l'S- 
tors were hi
toric.ll ; for the king's pa1a('c h:ul no pri,"ilege in this re
pect m"pr the 
house of any pri,'atc t'itiZl'11 or gt:'utIplIlan : and if all huu:-:('.; had this !"olelllll a...- 
pect in con:::L'quent'c of tlll'ir being aJil"e 311l'p4ral and full ofJoeaI dornl':-tic tr:l- 
dition
, from what other C'311:--C ran it laa\"eari
en hut thcprirlt"ipll.of :,tahilily. :uHI 
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regard to paternal rememhrances, which a

l1redly form a part of human ju:"tice 
aIltI which were so e
sentially clJaraeteri4ic of Catholic manners? Some long- 
loved bccret mark
.a ('1'05:;. a letter scratched,connecteJ. with thememoryofa revert.(] 
parent, might be traced upon these portals. There wa..; :5omething on the face of 
these grey wal1:.., whi('lJ a belovpd eye in former l1a)'S had loved to watch; there- 
fore tile towers amI pillars were suffer
d silently to clothe themselves in black, 
one aftel. the other, like mourners, that attende(} the proces...;ion to a gra\'e. 
The mos:;;-grown battlemcnts seemeù to pruclaim, that of many succer.;.;:ive lords 
the worm slept in the tomb spinning there its thread round theil. humid crowns. 
.\.t moments men felt a 
ndden awe at the kind of 
epnlchral gra\'itr of their 
:--01en1l1 gate:.:. Each new gencration a;..;ked, at interval
, why they wore such a 
brow amidst the banquet and the song- 


"By day the tourney, and by night 
The merry dance, traced fast and Jigh t 
The IDa...quers quaint, the pageant bright, 
The revel lourl and ]ong." 


It was, as )Iichelet would say, that hi:-;tory was in them: ages weighed thf>m 
down, and, as it were, the hereditary traditional experience of the world's woe. 
Tile material dwelling was thus a symbollif the mind of its inhabitants; and ('an 
YOll que::;tion whether in that particular feature it did not partake of ju:.:tice? 
Look around you, and compare the men who pre
erve with those who de
troy the 
l>aternal dwelling, and then judge. Xo, this opinion i
 not fanciful: the manner
, 
and en'n the material monuments of the middle age h
we a mourning a:"pl'ct ; hilt 
if we before proved that for man it was happy, we might here demonstrate thm it 
was al:.:o i'trictly ju:st to mourn. 
'Yith respect to the admini
tration and government of families it should be oh- 
Ecrn'd that neither in tIle original Jaw, nor in the 
pirit with which it was ob..;el'v- 
ed, wa..: there wanting indication of a general amI predominant scn
e of ju
ti('e. 
According to the sy
tem of primogeniture, the eldest son was po
se
:.:ell rather than 
a P(I"::,c:.::.:or. Duties are imposed upon him: according to the i'trong expre
sion 
of the middle ages "iJ faut qu ïl ser\'e son fief." It I'hould he remembered 
that fiefs were originally given to men of arm:", W110 were bound to def('llJ 
the :-tate. 'Vhen citizen:;, who had nothing to do with arm:o:, acquin'll fief.., 
kings required that instead of the military service which was due from them, 
taxPß 
honllI Le raised on all such l;erson5, amI hence the e
emption of nobles, 
and the obligation of those that were not noble, to pay taxes. "lien the 
military service ceased, rich men sought to obtain letters of nohility, 
foundell on the antiquity of race,* and all the abu:",

 followed, which 
before the Frl'neh rc\"olution had brOlwhtthe felubl in
titutions into 
uch contem pt; 

 
but an attentive and impartial considemtion of their origin and principle, will 


· Pm:quicr Recherches de ]a. France. Ùb. II. 17. 



3;'0 


)[ 0 H Ese A T II () 1. I (' I; 0 l
, 


!,!o r:lr to e
('ul patf' tllf'1JI from t hc ('h:lr
e of p.lrt ialit). :lIId i nju...t i('f'. X"\'l'rt}U'I..
.., 
Pa.;qllit'r, while prai:o-illg tbe law of IlrilJlugl'lIitllrt" ('aHill
 it \\ bullY Platouic, 
awl ub:-'Crving that it h
L'" hrOlwht gn'at lu'ofit to the kilwJom ofFr:.lI1N, n'marI.:
, 
that it W
Li not mlmitt{'t.l mlll.'r the fir:.t two !"ace:) uf their king
.* _\.1 all c\" 'ut.., 
the gcnl'r:ll Fpirit uf 
ociety, ill con!) 'flucnce uf the {'ccl..
ia...tiC:ll illflm'II('t", {('mll'cl 
to l,,(,IJIO\"C wllat('\'('r W
IS lInamiahlu or unl'!'....(.utial in thl' tlonU':o-t ic' gO\"l'rlllll('nt, 
awl in tbt' pri\"ilt'tFl'S ('cll1ft'rn't.l h)' ]('gi
lation. II ngo (le, Sl. Yietll!' pnK-'l.t.cl.., far- 
thl'r than t""l'n t1.e lUu
t ",ill( 'rc ]o\"c'r of ju:o-til.'C wonl(l J"t,{Plire. "D.. lIatl1r('," 
hc asl,:-;, "t}m.. di\'idc the llJl'rit
 ",f ('hi1l1rcn? :She Lc:5tows ('(l'lally on all \\"]I('n('c 
they (,"
11 Ila\'c till' me
llS of ]oving. She hel'S('lf t('3('lu s )"on, U pan'nt.., not 10 
cli\'i(lc' mu (I1tal1y )'0111' patrimony l)('twl'f'n tlll'lIl; hut, )"011 
hollJcI grant to thelll 
all :Ill ('(Pla} inhcritalwc,."t There \\a
 n patriardlal tllllnillion \,"hi('}., in tllc 

\\l.'Ct :-pirit of Catholic manner.., hotllul alllUl'mh..r
 Of:1 filmi1)' togetlH'l" h)' the 

trongl'..t antlll1u:.t 100'in
 ties. ,rhat n picturc i
 that which _\.mhru..c' L.o 
i\'N 
of G,lhrid ::\IastriIli, :1 k'nator (If Xola, \\ ho wa... ht'1l1Yl'C1 hy the (.Il'rg)" awl pt'upl.., 
whom hc had H't'li ill hi.., t'i
htit.th Yt'ar :--iumg at thc head (If his table, ha\'ing 
:o-t'atl'(l he fu n' him eighty-olIl' l)Cr:o-ou.., all his chilllrl'n, ur thu:)C :-.pruug fmm them, 
whom ht' lu:ule a point (If l'ntl'rtaiuing tlm..; l'vcr)" )"eat., in
i
ting that the)" shoulù 

lll :-oit at Clue tahle, whi1c la' from thc cnel might b 'holel thl'm "ith c1P}i
ht :111(1 

ratitUtIt'. .Among t}wm Wl't.c 
,'natc')l"
. kni
ht.;, j(Hl
l'''', pric""t..., ow' of\\ 110m 
wa
 a hi:o-llOp, monk", ph)'
i('iau", ml'rc-hant..., aud one }n.rruit, Herllarùiuc, "ho 
h
Hl rl'uoun('f'(l hi... prufi'...:o:ioll of till' law through :1 10\"e oC :')()lituclt'.t 
"
e have incl.'('t! onl)' to opl'n auy chronidt' uf the middle a
e
, or c\"<,n any 
rhiya1rou.; romanC'l', to llleet with ...ome l'

re that cannot Lut dlarm by the ill- 

ight whid. it fllrni:o'll(
 into the clome:o-tic- \"irtu(,-; of the :lhF('o; of faith. It cuulJ 
1I0t, in fiwt, ha\'e ht'l'n ot]wM\"i:o't" for th....., \"irtll(':04 \\('rt' i(lc'utical with faith. 
"That thl' snciallife i
 :L life of wi:o-dolll, we," :o-a)":; 
t. 
\.ugu:o-tin, "holel c\"cn morc 
th:1I1 the l)hilosol)her
; for whencc could this city of G(.d find it
 \"e;;illning-, or 
arrÌ\'c at it
 appointell cnd, if it W'I'C 110t for the N".'iallift, of the :,aint
 :'''
 

\t one timp the ChuTe.h i.. ohligc..l to lll'Ít'ml 1.('1. (loctrinp 3!!ain..t lH'rdie
, who 
"oul(1 aboli...h marriag.-, "()bw) jltl J (YfJ E
 Y/J'Ol'; (11"'Ílrr(!:Tal,"':'.ay
 Clerucn
 

\lexall(1rinu..;, "-r;" \EZ
 Ôt il{ niRúJJ:' "j 10ly i... tIle gctlCr:ltion," he coutinu(':;, 
"through which thl' worlc! Jo.uh..i:-'lS, through whi(.h are nahm...., through \\ hich 
are angels, through whieh nre pO\\'('r:o:, thl'ough \\ hieh arc soul:o-, through which 
nre the rommulldment
, through whic'I. is t]1l' Jaw, through whic'h i. th ' GO:ip(.I, 
through which is the 1i11Owlt'(lgc' of GUt1. "Ïtl1011t the body lao" could t1.c 
('JI('onomr of tlu' ('ll11r('1. re
p{'cting u... he u('('ompli:o-h('(l ?"II It is :111 ill\'ineihlc 
truth, that \\ hate\"er i.s ullti-Catholil', is al"(1 allt i--ocial ; amI, illdl'l'll, the J;elleral 


· h1. Lib" II. c. nt 
t Hugo de 
t. Victor. Institut. 
Ionasticæ de Hestlii et aJiii Helms, Lib. c. III. 35. 

 .\mb" Lconis, de Xolß, Lih. lIT. 
 Th('....l1Ir. _\nti,)" Itali('. tom. IX. 
11,' Ch'ilatc Dc i. Lih" XIX.. !i. .. 
tron\.lt. Lilt. III. c'. 1.ï. r. 17. 
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idea ari:;ing from the CatholiC' (loctrine of the sanctity of the marriage f)tate, alone 
(:xplains the secret of manners in tlU:' middle age. Confronted with the might and 
influence of licentious prin('C'..:, it is here that the morality of the Catholic 
Church appears in all its grandeur, for tlu' pas:-;ion:i of hoM alH1 powerful mcn 
could make no permanent resistmce to the ecclC'siastieallaw, which 
pok,. with the 
{'alm majesty of eternal ju!'tice. 
" "Then Ri('lmn1 tlJ(' Fir4, duke of :Xormandy, f(mr years befOl'p his death, 
desired that his H'C(md son, l
ob(,t-t, should he made ..\rchhi
hop of Houen, having 
signified his wi
h to the chapter of that clmr('h, he re<'eived fin' all:-,\\"('r, that it wa
 
impossible to eomply with hie;; wi
he:;, in con5 P quence of the ill('
itimaC'y ofllis 

on's hirth, 
in('e, hy the canonical disciplille, he was on that account incapahle of 
heillg admitted eyell to ol"der:-" or of holding any hC'lIefice. This obstacle opened 
TIid,ard's eye
, and made him di;o;('oVt:'r in J.is ('onsC'iellee a bin, which the flattery 
of conrtiers would have ('onceale(l from him. In onkr to repair the 8camlal, the 
dUke and the mother pre.,
ntc<l themselves humLly in the church, and received 
th(' ])enediction of marriag
."* 
In Catholic time
, men wou1<1 not have spoken of the profane uses of common. 
life, for they well knew, without having read the btel. philo,.;opher=", that common 
life also had a holinpss of its own. St. 
\ ugu:-:tin 
ays, " You prai
e God when 

'ou are working in your own affairs; you praise God \\"hen 'you take food and 
(lrink; you prai
e him when you are resting in your bed; you prai..e him when 

'Ol1 sleep."t "They al!òo that were married," as Clemen:; ...\.IC'xandrinus S:1Y
, 
" were able to pl('3;o;e God, 311(1 to give him th:lllk
, thinking how they might be 
holy ill body and :-:pirit."! 
The houses of our Catholic ancestors were not like the patrician halls of Rome, 
where every thing was occult and treaclwrous, nothing frank or 
incere. In a 
former book, I showcd that feudal life was compatible with the manners of the 
hle

d nwek; and here, if we briefly inve:;tigate it in relation to the beatific thirst, 
we ::;hal1 arrive at the conc1u
ioil that it was no less capable of being ('omhilwd 
with ju..tice, and with the most 3ffectionate obedience to the whole law of GO(l. 
" FOl' in limine, there was nothing in the Christian di!'cipline," a:-; S1. Clenll'n;-; of 

\I('xandria remarks, "whieh forbade men to be riC'h well 1.'a,lú.i; ;rÀovrÈlY; 
hut they were only forbidden to bc ri('h unjn
tJy and immea:;ur:lhly."
 The holy 
fathers show, not only that property is allowahle, but that it i,.; even npce
sary 
for the fulfilment of ::everal divin.e precepts, such as tlw..P which cOlllman<l men 
to fet'(l the hungry, and tu make fripnds of the mammon of injustice, and they r'- 
mark that Za('('hplb, ,,-110 reC'('i\:('d our Lord, was himselfa son of ..\hraham.1I 
The political di
pnt('-; whiC'h a:.:itate Ulo(lern !'ocipty, had all heen 
('t 3t r('
t hy 
the positive principlt.,.; of religion during the milldle a
e". Giles of Colonna 


* Dernier, IIist. d'EHCU"(, t;O. 

 Stromat. c. !). 
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prov(' " ng-ain
t Plato, that privat(' poc:c; 
..ionc: nn" of n3h1", nnd utility,. ntHl tllnt 
propert.\. 
h()uld not be ('(111311)" (li\"itlt'(l alllollg the eitizl.l.... of the :--tate, a
 Phall'a.. 
pr
po"l,(1. t TIll' Lh':,,:--l'(l doctor 
how.. that it wonM he ('ontrary to uatul"t' J alld 
impo
..ihle to f('nder it l'llual by law; :uHI that if it were p ....iblc, huch au act 
would be injurioll
 to the whol' t-tate, and to Ulch ('itizcll in }>art!('ular, ami (le- 
structÏ\.c of virtue. lIe !'huw:, that the chil.f intention of a Il'gi:-:lator onght to hI', 
lIut t lit' <'<) lIal il'..at ion of property, a... Phalt'as Illaintaill('(l, hut the r('prt':-:..ion of ('on- 
<.'upist,(,Ill,(', \\ hieh i., the root ofalll'\"il;t that although the thir:-t for po . ..10111:) 
full of sin, anti the best c;:tatc and kilWdOl1l that in u hich the number of the lllid- 
, 
dIe mnl is the gnate4,9 ...till diver
ty anù inequality are (:"dltial h, a Impp)" 
!'o('iety. C.)faxilllalll unit:ltl'm ('t It'tJllalitat('Ill,' !'aith he, "non oport(.t qU:l'I'(.re in 
omnilH1
 rdm:-: nam t-i omnia l':-"t'Ut. 1l'<I'lalia jam lion 
S.
llt omnia." "_\S all 
goodn
 em mot 1)(. ('()mpri
ll iu one :--pt't"ic-i, ...0 there Ullht he admitted di,'cr:--ity 
in a :-tat('. Xor ollght there tu be that mllplet
 unifurmity and ('quality which 

oc..'l'atl
 and Plato pn:..;cribel1."11 J utl
.6ng only from th\.;,,(' \\oJ"(I..., lIlethillk
 the 
philo:-:(lph('r
 of the thirt4'l'nth ('('lItnr)" Wí'!'e lIot apprpnti('('s ill politiml t-('it'lIl'p. 
Leaving- 
pt't.'llbtioll:", how "'('1', tor pradil
, otiC might filHll'ul
l'Ct G)r a hook that 
\\ OUlll not be void of moral and poetic inter
t in the òuru ,..tic manners of the 
an('ipnt femlnl famili.:o:, :-lIeh 
 the counts of I
loi
, that \\ere at ollee warrior::;, 
pod:--, pilgrim..;, cruo..;:hl('r:-- ; 01" tho.;;p of ('hampagne, who were cncollragt'r:" ofagri- 
('ultlll"l' mul ('omnwr('('. while till')" w('r4' tIlt' patrons of !)(wt.., and the proteetors .)f 
all that were unhappy. The ('on
tant rc:--idencc of the...." f:ullilil'" in their manorial 
hou
, ic; a feature of the an('icnt :,ocil't
. \\ hi('h Fhonl,l not h(' o"l'rlookcd. Pcr- 
fcctly in the 
pirit of the milhlI.. :1b"l
, are tho:--l' lim':o; of ...l
..('hylu!o', 


orll.';r piJl'ErJl' xP
 r
JI' kaAGJs 
vðalpoJl'a. 
Kal rùJl' Þ:m.:r.JS 7TpåoðvJI'ra A:al rovroJl' J.uJl'
rJl'. 


and tl)(' line of Enripid('., might have l)('el1 in:-:('ril)CII ov('r tIlt' portal of mall)" all 
ancestral dwelling, to dCllote the milHl of its inhabitants, 


1o.1a4:åpros ;;ðrrS EVrVXOOl' OÙWI. piJl'EI. 


To di
covel. one advantage rí'..ulting from thi
 cu-;tom, we have onlv tn rpmem- 
ber that ho
pitality in th
 middle dgCS Wc.L:) not a rh'alry of vanity, or au account 
bí'twccn debtor an,1 creditor, hut n rc1igioll
 duty. 'Y'e discO\'pr the grollnd
 of it 
ill the eanOI1!o'. hThe prie:-:t
 arc to admoni:-:h the pt'ople," 
a)" the d('CrCt.
, '"llt'\"t:r 
to refu:,e lodging to a wa}'farer.'" The difficu1til>:i of tmv
lling in ancicut timc', 
before the road-making sonf) of 'T ulcan were ahroad, A:EÀEvT01row} 7TalÔEi 
'/Irpaí(JTov, a:i .iE:-:chylus terms them,ir* rcndcred thi
 duty UlOl'C important. 
t. 
Gregory of Tours relates that a daughter of King Chilperic, going into 
paill 


· De Regimfne PrlDC. Lib. II. p. 111. c. 56. t 1,1. Llh. III. p. 1. c. 7. 
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with a ('ompnny, having trnvplle(l eight lPagup.; from Paris, pa
:--('(l the night under 
a tent;* amI Lupentiu:-:, abLl,t of St. Privams, i:-; mentioned to have pit('hNI tf'nt:'i 
on hi
 journey. IIo:-;pitality was a duty impo:'f'd on thc poor a'i well a'i on the 
great. ,rlten St. Gregory u..:ed to hear of any rustic laborer who was eminent 
filr the practice of h"
pitality, he as..;igned to him while he lived some of the 
church land:o', and f'xcmpted him from all trihuh\. t Great protection anù enconr- 
:1gf'ment mUoSt oft ell have been derived by the poor from the neighborhood of a 
rich and weII-tenantf'd hou:.:c. 
In the old charters of Berry, we read how John, founòer of the ehapf'l of 
n(lurg-l'
, delivered the lahorers from being compelled to work fifteen hOllr
 a 
day; and to aboli:.:h this cruelty, he orùered that no oue should go to work before 
:-;ix o'clock, or continue at it later than six in the Slimmer amI five in the winter. 
The::;e lliPll of power could enforce what was required by the 
pirit of religion 
awl realize what was ùesired by t;ir Thomas )Iore in his UÜ'pia, where " he 
will have 110 man labor over hard, to be toiled out like a horse." The loyal 
er- 
vant who compoF'ed the joyous and recreati\'c hi:.:tor)" of the triumph and prowc..,
e 
of the good knight, without feal' and without reproach, the gentle S .igneur de 
Dayart, HilliS up his l:haracrer in these wonl..:.: "...\..s fill' a:; relates to the Churdl, 
JlO one "-as e\'er found more obedient; ill regard to nohilit)r, no one was a better 
defender; and in rdation to the condition of laborer:.::, there nevel' was a man 
more full of pity and zeal to render a:-,:.:i:4ml<'e."t To i1lu:o:trate the deed
 of the:.:e 
hou:o:e
, was often a ta
k voluntarily undertaken by religious communitie:.::. A 
hook concerning Rmlo1ph, count of Hhinfie1(l, and his iIlustriou:; fiul1ily, was 
written hy tIle learned amI piou:o: )fartin Gerbert, aLLot of St. DIaise, iu the Black 
Fore:o:t, and printed in that monastery. 
.Attention to the detail of a hou
ehold, and the dnt)' of maintaining it in con- 
formity to the 
pirit of the Catholic Church, had heen inculcated in an early age, hy 
bishops and other ecde:,iastical doctors. St. Clemen
 ...\..lexandrin1l5 had remarke.l 
that Plato reprO\'ed the life full of Italic and Syracu:;an table
, in which men were 
filIe<1 twice a day.
 To 
port with the season:;:, to p05.o:CSS what no one el:.:e po:o:- 
H.'s:,e:o-, which is the noblest effort of a luxury that docs not t1e:,cend :;:till lower to 
l'
ek the glory of a di:o:gu4ing singularity, entered not into the :'pirit of magnifi- 
('enee during the middle age:.:. The ho
pitality of the baronial hall, or of the 
princely house::, of Italy haunted by the lllu:;es, wa.s not designed to rival ill it;; 
fi)rms that of the court of Bur<Tumh- when Charles the Bol(l had a han q uet :O:f'I'- 
o _ , 
vice of silver, to the value of fifty thousand mark::;.11 In a !'pirit of nohle :-,im- 
plicity, wooden or earthen ve
<;;e1-; Wf'J"C often placed before the knightly or learn- 
ed str-.lnger:-" with as much confidence as, if one C.ill juJge by report, a sucC<':--..ful 


· Lib. VI. c. 37. t Thoma
!'. de Yet. ct Xov. Eccles. discip. III. Lib. I. c. H). 
t La très jOJeuse h,rst. Prolog. XX. 
 Pællagogus Lib. ] 1. I. 
I La :Marche Estat. de]a )!alSou du due de ßourgogue. - 
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pcculatur in traile of tht' pr('...t'nt day (li
p1ay;, hef(lre men likt' him..;plf hi'i 
goldPIl hlln
 tll', (uridletl pcdJap
 wilh tilt' :-poil
 of altar:,. 
,Johu PiClI::', l'oUlIl uf )Iirnutlula, bral\"C UH':-.t of his :-ilvt'r V(':o-...e1
 :11)(1 prcc'iou.. 
furniture to thc pour, though hi'i J1('pll('\V Fr-..mci
 rClual'l
..., tuat he titill 1'rc""l'1"\' ",I 
:o-Ollle few ..Ljccts of thc ullci('nt I-plcmlOl' [cU' his taLI
, which wa..; alway
, hO\\l'v('r, 
vcr)" mOt.It'r:ltt.ly !-'t>I'\"('(1.* 
\ngdt) Politi:m illviting 
lar:o-iliu-; Fil'iuus tt) \'i...it 
him at hi
 vilhwc of ('an'gia, at Fil':o-oli, :itlll.., amollg otltl'r llloti\"E':-', that 
Picu:; fr('cpl('lltly 1.'01IJe:, upon him 
lIdd('nly from hi... oak.., allt! Il':llls him out of 
hi", retreat to supper, \\ hil'h i:, ah
a
's frugal like his 0\\ II, but ::ìwectellcJ \\ ilh 
learned alul a
n.'t'ahle ('I)I1\'t'r
ntiou.t 
"TIt(' \"t'ry \\onl (,ollvivillm," "'ays :\Iar:-,iliu.., Fic.inu.... \\Tiling to Bl'rnanl 
l
'mho, the \"'(.ul'tian. "fhows that it do,.. 1I0t l.'oll:o-i
t ill cating 01.' l1rink;ng 
toget1I(,'r, but in a b\\ cct comp:m)" ; ai filr mJlnhcr:..., I ugrf" \\ Jtll ,- an'o, that 
tlac 
11(....t 
 ...hoult 1 h.., nt'\"('I" It'wl'r tha.. t II(" l; rat'''':o- UOI' more t Ilan thc uim' 
Iu
{'s. Xt) 
contl'ntiou:" per.-:on, ur Olll' who (.a..ily take..:. firt', :-llOliltl bc :ulmittt't1. If clivillt' 
thinbN be mentiulled, men t-hou1cl ...peak \\ ith uLril'Í)"; hut 
l'ientifi(' :-ul
('Ct.., 
...hould not be illtrotll1(,(.'t.I till tilt' table Im
 hl'CU rcmun'ù. ,r e I-hould follow 

3tllre in (,()lIver:-at iOIl, for in thl' 1I10..t f'
<}ui:-itl' fla\"01"
 r-he Jlli
t '" Mn>et \\ ith 
Ul.id, lightnt''''i with I-olidity, alill f-O our di:'l'OI.ll
t' :-:houltl be l'omposcd of what is 
u..;('flll 31ul of what i
 sweet. .\5 for filth, it i:o. far more (1etc.....tahlc 011 the tonguc 
than on the pcrson. The rich and unctuous fec15t of ::;ardanapulus \\f' aLhor, for 
thi... i.., to die togl'tlwr rather than to li,"e togl.tllf'r. Commori potilb quam ('011- 
,'Ivpre. \\' e I'cl'k an l':!.:-'Y ff('e(lom, not :L I'-<'r\"ilc (liffiC'ult),. If an)" (HiC I-honId 
he ...urpri...('(1 at our 8ttal'hing imp()rt
lIIl'C to cOllvi\'iality, h' ::;honltl relllelllber 
that not only all the great f-4b(':-; ()f anci
llt times practi
('(l it, but that Chri:o.t, 
th(' mast('r of life, frequt'ntly a
:o-i...t('\1 and wfou
ht mir:U'l<:o- ut h:lIIqueb, whi(.h 
are 311 o("("a...ion of reminùing U
 that the truc alinwllt ot. man i.., God.": Xor 
were I-lleh jU:o-t views ('tHifinetI to philo:"ophl'r:-. The \\"('alth lIf l.Tlht'lto Spillula, 
to wh():)e pacifiC' virtues the (}enOl':--C O\\"t'd more tl1:1n to thc lahors of many llero......, 
Wa.. imm('nl:;p, yet nothing was c\'er fcmnd in his hou:o-c but what he
pokp the lIt- 
mo...t mOt.lt'l"ation, alld what would now he I-tyl((1 rllç;til'it
..
 On ('\"pry groum1, 
how mlleh 1)('ttl'I' Wa'i it to rpst'mhle tllll.. the old amI e1('gallt hUliulIlity (If Gn'C<'e, 
than the bal.'lmric pride of a IIUlli:,h Of Xorwl'giall :--tatt.lilH':'-;? The jU:-ötil'c of 
our Catholic aile ...,tor
 ill all hou:-öellOld di:o-('iplille, would have fOi.ilu1 eloql.lt'lit 
admiref:' in th(' writl'ri of Gno('ce and ROllif'. "T Jove thc ancient :--tat(' ofl..a('('(]:1.'- 
mOll," say:; St. CIl'nlf'n
 
 \ h.xandrinu-=, "on aC"COunt of it:, a\"pr:o-ion for Il.Ixur)'.1I 
I aclmire Plato," hc f':I)"S :lgain, "filr Il'
i
bting' a!!3in
t !-'plenc1il1 furniturc :11)(1 (01.' 
s \yin
 that 011(' should nevel" pC''-:''l':-S 
ih-(,I' 01' 
oltl. or :111)" u:-c.I(':-s v(';o''){.I, (II" :-tJ('h 
n..: wa... 1I0t required by nece55ary \\ants. Thc ha\"ing much, ;, 7oÀvKTT/poðVV'" 


· Vita ejl1s. t Pp1itiaD Epi!'t. I.th. IX 

 rherti Folirtæ cbrornm Ligurum clngia. 
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hould be taken away," Arguing again
t this domestic 
plendor of the ancient 
heathen civilization, he shows the absul"<.lity of not having d()me
tic utensils 
merely fOl' use, in the 
am
 manner a..:. the implements of hu..;han1hy and of other 
arts, which are ne\'el' inlaid with ivory 01' gold. ,. Every thing," he Bays, " of 
this kind !'hould be formed for u
e, not for pride and display; every ohject shouM 
be in harmony with the Chri4ian institutf'
, and, as it were, a 
ymbol of the Jlap- 
py life. Tllll
, let the dc\'iee on rings he a dove, or a fi:o'h, Ol' a ship in full 
ail, 
or a harp suc'h as Polycrates used, or a ship's anchor. Diomec.ìe," he oh
en'e..:, 
,. u
ec.l to 
leep upon the hide of an ox fOl' h is couch, atul UI ys.-:;es repai red the 
tottering of his bell with a stone. Such fl"llgality and dexterity in self as.-;istance 
were Bot only in private men, but a1:;o in the rulel's of the ancient Greeks."* In 
the middle ages, there was 110t that multitude which is found at p,'e:,ent of men 
who
e whole lives at'e devoted to the support and transport of bo(lie
, to pro- 
"ide for the luxury of the table, and of the equipage. 
The rich, in the middle ages, whatever might have been their faults, were, at 
lea:;t, often men of acti \'e and simple habits, who would soon ha\"c (lecided in 
fa\'or of the 6r'5t of the alternatives, compri:-:ed in the word,., of 
}
..;('hyltl-;; 
,)pf}òv ;ì RaT17PErpl; 7Cóôa ;t they lo\'ed not to ('onceal their feet in a chariot. 
":Xoble:o;," Fays Giles of Colonna, "are industrious, and more active than 
othel. men, in con
equence of their bodies being ".ell trained, :nul rendered 
upple 
hy exercise in youth; and 301::;0 from the cOI1\"er:\atioll alul :;oeiety of IIthers; for 
having many observers they become men meditative, subtle investigator:oõ of what 
ought to be done, in order to he laudable."! 
From this remark, it is clear that the thirteenth century behel(1 not that race 
of men who, like the Turks of high rank, are con
iden.d more 01' less of impor- 
tance, in proportion as they make little nse of their leg:" amI arms, \'oi('e. or 
understanding, being surrounded with menia]
. to whnrn a :-:ign is suffil'il'rlt. 
The ancient nobility would say with Shake:-opeare, 


"There be some sports are painful, but tlleir Jabal' 
Delight in them sets off ; some kinùs of baseness 
_\.Ie Ilohly uDdergone."
 


Again, the justice of the ages of faith, being cal1ed into action, in all the domestic 
relations, the condition of servants became very different from what it mu
t gen- 
eraHy be, where the supernatural principles do not exist. The swineherd in the 
Odyssey, indeed sa)'s, that he could not be more favored than in hi!=: olll master's 
house, nor even if he were to return to the houge of his father and mother, where 
he first lived, and who them:,eh'p
 nourished him.1I nut when the-;e Homeric 
manners were united generally with the sentiments of Christian faith, the happy 


· Id. Lib. II. c. 9. 

 Tempest, I] 1. 1. 


t Enmenill. 294. 
IOtl. XIX. 140. 


t De Rc!!'im. Princ. ] Y. 1. :). 
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rendition of domf'
ti
 wn
 not ('onfinf'(l to:t f,',v f:t\'ol'f'(l in4nn('('..;; the Church 
made c
prL'::;:o; pwvi:o-ioll fur b4..'L'urillg iL I'Lt,t a IonI, who hath a Chri:')Liau 
crvant, 
love him as n son, alul as n hrotlU'I', Oil :U'CIIIII1t of the ('0111 III UII iOIl of filith, tholl
h 
he he 
till his servant." 'Ibis is \\ hat tlae con;:)titutiou;) callt.'\l apo
tolical pre- 
bCribe.* 
c'It i.. n., mu('h :Uh'311t:lg'POU"; to till' (lollw:-,ti('," ;o;ays Cil(.. of Colonna, to "
cr\"e 
his ma:o-kr, a
 it is to the 1Ua...Ler to he 
crn'(l h)' llis ..II)IHc:.Lic. For the master 
:-lIpplic:> e:.\.3mple and in
tructioll to his.. 'r\"ant, while his R'rvant OWf'o; ('orpor,,'al 
hCrvice to his wastl'l" j amI 
() c=-.. ..ti,tial to a hou...e i:. authority, that the poor are 
ohJigf'd to have 
un}('thillg' in phu.(.' of:l 
\'rvallt, \\ hi('h can fwrv(' and oh,')" th('rn."t 
Even 
ul'h writl'r:. a.. Canlan, \\ t're H'n..ible ofthi.. I"('('i pn)(.al ohligat iOIl ; amI \\ e 
fhul him, 3C('()f(lillgly compo:-ing tn'ati:",c:, 011 thc m:lIl1u'r in wl.il'h 11l:l
tcr:) of 
làwilies 
lJOuhl iu;)rruct tl1Cir (]OJ1Jc...ti(....! In the" ork of Uaball )IallJ', j)e T n- 

titntione Cleri('orulU, it is said, that &'''crvanh arc to he &ldmoni:-.hed to fI'gard the 
IlUmilit). of thl.ir condition, alltlma:-tl'l,.. to be rcmimlt'(l that the)' ar-e of the !'arue 
lIatllre "ith their M'n":mt... The one arc to IJ., a(ll1loni
he,l, that tluy may know 
tht'm:..dv' to he H'rvant::, of their ma:-tcr:" alltl the oth(.r to h. taught that tlwy 
may kno" tlwm f'he to he fcllow H'1"\'anh of theil' to-cT\.ant....'.
 III like mann('r, 
.Tohn of :--'ali..Lllry ..hows the 1'L-'fX't.t :lIul affection due 1'0 
\'I"vant..;; that i:o-, he 
;hhl:o-, to our fdlow 
'rvant..;11 amI )lar:o-ililli Fieinll" writing to a prim'(' of th.' 
Church, lIr 1r l.'S him to Tt.'lUl.mbl'r (,oll:o-talltly that hi:, H'rvant... are nlpn, arul ill ori- 
gin his l'(fllals, \, hom h. bhollJd t hcr(.fi)re hilul to him
elf hy nll
.ctioll, ant! 1I0t 
hy fl.oar. CI Du )'on know \\ hence thi.. p()()r t!omp..ti(' ('()Jue.., \, ho might havc bO 
nUH'h to !-'ufft'r from )'our h:llI
ht)' humor? he retul"II" to your h()u..
 from the Di- 
vine halUl'wt where grpat mul Iowan' r('\'l.'i\"("tl aJikt'. ] I" rdllrlls aftPlldt"tl hy the 
r('
pect of angels; he l'arrie
 \\ ithill his 1.0"0111, tlIP Go") who \\ ill be ) our jwlge." 
c. "'hoever oL 'rv' do:-:l'ly," t-:lYS GcrLcrt, "thf' chame-ter of Chri:o-tian lIation:" 
wil1 have no diffi('ulty in di..tingui..hing thi;:) &'Cret but continued action uf fairh, 
in the 1:..;11 Pr('
pl1('f'. I is to this that \\C OWf', nt }f':t'-t, in p:lrt, on(' of tIlt' Jl)o:",t 
h<'autiful trait:.. of OUl'malllH'r:o:, the dignity of (lonw...ri...., of \\Lich Lhc ualiolb ,dlO 
I.a\"c r(jectp(l unity, &",(,111 to Ilavc 10:o-t ('v('n the i(lea:'** 
On tlae other hand, thf' principl('s of faith, mul tl1(' examp1p (If th('ir ma....tc
, 
wroll
ht :-;ue-h a revolution in the 11J3nners of ,'rvanL., that no one could appl.r 
lIomcr'.; fo-entencc to them :my long-l'I', :nul !'ay, c.that hy the mere fad of their 
80Cial condition, there wa.-; proof that tlaP)" l11u
t, as J11t'n, have 10:-;t halfth('ir 
virtue." Oresh
, in 
hylu:-:, in laying hi..; plan for taking his vC'n- 

eanl'e on ,jEgi:-:tlwl1s, fo::lY
, "that he nnrl Pyladt':-:, like stmng('rs, in a 
coar;)C amI way -worn garb, will klHx'k at the gate; and that the t-en.ant" ao; it b 


· Lib. 1"'.... c. 11 t Dc Rpgim. Prin. I,ib. II. P. III. c.56. 

 II ieron. Card. de Libris Propriis. 
 Hnhnni 
Iauri, dc ] nslitUlione CIericorulII, Lib. III. ::.. 
I Dp Xugis Cllrialillm, Lih. YIII. cap. 13. .. Epi
t. Lib. Y. 
*-" Gcrhet, ConsidémtioDS 8ur Ie dogmc hrénêratcur de ):1, piété Catholiquc, 173. 
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a villainous hon::,e, Willllot receive them cheet.ful1y, hnt will !'uffer them to btand 
there exc1uòeJ, a:-; they fir:;t stood, without the gatcs. ,.* [n 1II()(lcl'n time:--, to 
heroic youth:-:, however noble ill mien, if their appearancc, in regard to òres
, he 
t5uch, every house will, in this respect, be the 
Iala('(' of _"Egi
theus; but ùuring the 
fl'lu1a1 30'es the nobilit ) , of a famil y could be culleded from the humility aud 
o , 
 
courtc
)" of its dome::;tics ; who were more inclined to tran
gr('
 juc;:tice, bv an un- 
wat'ranted liberty ill the dispen
ations of all their master's bounty, than by insult- 
ing the poor, or the humble stranger, who presented himselî as a gne!'t. So emi- 
lIent, indeed, wa
 the justice of the Catholic manners, in relation to 
pr\"ant.., that 
holy men affirme(l, in consequence, that there was no condition harpiel' than 
that of a ;:,èf\'ant, or m"Jre to be dcsil'ed as favorable to salvation. It afforded a 
multitude of occasions for gooel, and very few for evil conduct. It wa
 a f4ate 
(.:,pecially happy for those who dl';.;ircd to ob:-:erve the two fundamental preæpts of 
Christianity, humility and obedience.t 6\. Florentine, whu visited the desert of 
C:.unaldoli, Illight have recognized there in the person of brother 
Iichael, 
a ble
s('(l hermit, the servant who had filled the goblet fin' him at the banqlletð 
of Lorenzo de )[edici. This holy lUan had lived for many yeat'
 with Lorcnzo, 
at Flùren('e, amongst his other domestics, discharging the office of Lutler ; when, 
being attracted by the conver
ation of the learned and religions guc
t:;:, who fre- 
quented the palace, he began to feel an ardor for instruction, and procured him- 
self book
. He used to listen with infinite delight, to the long con\.er
ation
 held 
at his lllaster'
 table by the ilIu::,triOlH lUen who f'
lt there, di:-:col1r
ing on the hopl;' 
ofheavcnly good, and on true Chriðtian charity; 
o that afterward:-:, when he 
attcnded Lorcnzo to the chase, through the deep woods of the Trehian "'''illa. on 
the mountain of Senarius, he called to minJ the wm'ning of the 
IaI'qui;.; Guido, 
when one night, deserted in a similar place by his companions, he was admon- 
bhed hy a horrible vision to amend his life, 
o that he afterward,; built ,..('\"en 
mona
teries. All this so moved him, that his wishe:-; berorne known, and Lorenzo 
enabled him to cmbrace the ecclcsiastical 
tate. Suh
equent1y, having accompanil.d 
Lorenzo on his vi:5Ît to the sacred desert of Camaldoli, he was so pIro:;eJ with all 
he witnessed there, that he finaIIy became a hermit, :md there closed a life of great 
innocence and sanctity, in that Divine solitu<le.t )[:my similar instances might be 
found in the middle age
. Canlil131 Ciho, \\"1.o:,e servant, Lewi..; Stefunelli, died 
at Rome in the odor of sanctity, addre:-:
ed a mo::,t afìècting discou
 to his 
(10mestics, which is 
till cxtant. He treated them as his chihlren, amI hi;,; hou;,;e 
beeame a model of order and piety. Gobet, styled Saint Louis, who was a ser- 
vant, composed a book of instruction for persons of his condition, which is mo
t 
remarkable for the piety and excellence of its rulcs, as well as for the amnsing 
8implicity of the stylp. "The advice doth not please me," 
ays )[ontaigne, "t.., 
speak always in the languagc ora master to one's bcrvants, ,,,itbout play, without 
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faIlli1iarit
". It i... inhuman :tm1 nnju.;;t, to 
,t 
o grmt a value upon !'u('h amI !'u('h 
pl"crog-at ivc
 of fortuut.; ami the di::iCiplinc ill which there is the Ic.l:-.t 3ppan.ut 
di:-,paril) Lct\\t'C1l 
cr\"ant.:, auJ mnsh'rs, b'i"ms to DJe tl) Lc Ùle roo...t ('qllitah1t'." 
Chri
tine de Pi&w 
)"
, "that king Charlcs Y'. often ùi.-.con'r
't1 the de...tru('tiv(' 
rourse:5 tal"l'n hy t50me of hi... fervant..;, UlHl knew of otller:; whl) foll()\\"l't1 various 
\\"ay:-; of perdition, 0'" n't'(i'll.nting ta\'('l"n:o:, amI had {'ompany, hou .... of gambling, 
alHt other di
lutiolls; but the b"('utJe Jdng, who, ati<'l" the ('xample of Jesus 
Chri:"t, })l"eferroo l"L-calling anù correcting hi:, people hy 
W('etlh 
..., to 
ulopling a 
l11..thocl of sc\"prity, \1...('(1 to 
Ï\'c hcm nch.i('(' l'OUl"t('ou...ly, nml aJl11oui:-h thcm; 
aud 0). his L.indnc:-:--, usell to ll'ad thcm Lack to tht' I"i
ht l"O
ul."* 
Pctmrch loved his pOOL. fi...herman at 'Tauclu"'{', amI 
l'edks afll,.ctingly (If Jai
 
dC.lth, in a letter to the t\\ 0 Cardinali of Taillerand, and Bologna. "Y citerJay, T 
lost the
uar(Iiall of my retreat; hl" WcJ,.'i not un1.no\\n tò 
.ou; Ill'Cllltivah'(1 fc,rl1l(' 
a fc\\ 31"rlS of very ha(l 1
ul(1. That ru
ti('lllall, \\ hum I ('an I1('V('r lall1<'nt ao; he dt'- 
ser\'(
 had more prlldt'JI('(', and l'vell urhanity, than is often to be found in citi('" ; 
allt1 he,itle:i: thi..., he \\a... the 1110 t f:.ithful ('f(
ltUrc thnt the ('art1. {'vcr produced j Ìl) 
him I cUllfhletl my booL.
 :nul all that \\a:, IUO
t de.!r to mc. I wasab
nt three )'C'ar
 
frum Y'audu
 \; at my return, uothing \\a
 wanting', not a !"ing1
 thing (li
plac"e(1. 
IIc \'ollhIIlOt I"t'ad, hut he lo\"{>tllt'tI('f:'. \rhl'lI] gan' u. book to hi...c:lI'C', hc {'},,- 
pr(......(,"11 grt'at joy, and pn'''''''l'tl it to hi", Im'.l:-t \\ ith u to-ibh j fo-()llletim ':; hc nam(,.l 
the author in a whi
pt'r. T have 
l)('nt fiftet'n )"l'ar:J \\ ith him, nml ('onfidcù tn 
him my mo:,t "l'('let thou
hts; 311(1 hi:-.lut'a.--t \\.l
 to nu' a t"mplc nffaith aI\(110\'c'. 
He di{'(l )'c...ter(la)., a...king (.ontillually l
)r me, alltl t':llIillg UpOIl Gocl. IIi
 (leath 

afl
'Cts JIle e'\.trenH'ly." 
In the cemC'h'r.r of 
t. .xichoJa
, in the town of St, )laur-de>FO' ' , Lebeuf 
dC::5('rihei the tomh of a :--
r\"ant whit'h hacI been erected hy his lli..iSter, in te
timollY 
of tilt' love which he borc to him.t In fart, JIlan)" 
{'rvauts of the mid(1Je ngL.
, 
in cOlh"quencc nf their fidelity, have hl'come hi:o:torit' ]>er:o:unagl'S, a... Guillaume 
Bahouin, who uffimj(.c1 
uch cOII:"oJation to hi:, II) a... ((,I', John th . finh du].:e of Brit- 
. tallY, wben in the barharOll" hamI:i of the Count (1(' !'('lIthiè\Tl', hy contriving to 
:--pl'ak to bim, aIHI gi\'e him mOlll'Y, on his variou... removal:o: from pri
oll to pri"'(HJ.
 
Tbe cipalli:--h noble..; used to kel'p ill tlll.ir pay, not only their own :'lIp('fanlluatC'<I ser- 
vant" amI their familiC's, hut al:--o thcN' of thcir fatllC'l":', ancI the> of the hon:-e 
which eame to th('m by inheritance. The duke of Arco:-, who died in 1780, en- 
tertaim,<1 tInl... 3000 pl'rson
. Xotwithstandiug this ma
nifi('('n('C, c1othl'<1 with 
the vt'il of charity, whi('h i:-; comp1ail}('(1 ùf hy the mo(lcrll !--ophi:-t
, thcre are, ao; 
Bourgoign remark..., "fewer grl'..ftt houses ruim.d in ....pain, than in any othercoun- 
try." The simplicity of their manners, their littlp ta...te for an habitual o<.tenta- 
tion, the rar('n(',..
 of sumptuous rq)n:-t
, !'1erve :1... 
afe guarù
 to their finan< .... ; 
thou
h, \\ Iu"n ()('ca..ion rl'quires, thl'Y nr(' !-1lI1)a!o'
{.(1 ill "'ph.ndor hy th(' potl'ntatl'S 


· Vi!' du sage Roi, chap. 2:;. t Torn. \". 11j:J. f Loùinc lU, lIi:-l. de ßret, Lib, J X. 
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of 110 country. The am bit ion of great familip:::. tem]pl] not to the corruption, but to 
thc oruament of the !-'tate; as may he \\"itlle:-::-:e(] in tllO";C ,"a'.t to\\ er:-- of Dolugl1a 
of wlli('h onc, the f:lInily of tIle 
\;.;inclli, the otlH'r that of tIle Gari
em1i, built ill 
rivalry of meh other':; house
, which conjoined j* to which a similar in:4ancc i.., 
fOUlul at TIavenna, where the towers of Pu
terula amI Alido-;ia were öo calle(], 
from the J)I,ble f..1.ruilies of those names, to whu
e hou
e.:; they werc attache<l.t 
'fhat Peric1c\:o; 
aid in praise of thp .Athenian;.;, might, in general, be ju
t1y 
applied to tIle men of the middle age:-) j "they had ta:-;tc with !-'implicity."! 'Iag- 
ninccnce wa..; reserved for ('''{traordinary occa:-:ion:o; ; awl then u:o:ed in honor of re- 
Jigiou, as when the Roman 1aùit:; put 011 their diamonùs only 011 the great fe..;- 
tivak Generally, the ancient idca of !-'plendor had nothing in common with the 
!'pirit (If an age, which can form 110 conception of any thing important with'lut 
:o-how aIu] cu:-:tliness in the material
. From the public fe
tivitie
, of which we 
find the details in hi5tory, we cau infer what was the kind of magnificence which 
(li:;tinguished, more or Ie:;:;, the hou:o;
 of the great, on occasions of domestic re- 
joicing; fOl' it was the :-:ame taste which presided over both. "
itn(::--
, then, the 
(l
'scriI>tion of the entry ()fI
ing IIenr)" II. into Lyon
, which i:o; 
o minutely (]e- 

cribed hy Paradin. "Here ,ye hehold, indeed, almost incredible :-;plel1(]nr; hut 
it is 110t a mcrc hal'harolls di
play of aLlI;.;ed riehe:-:, ""hat chiefly excite..; atl- 
miration in the beholder..., are things whieh remind no one of the orphan's tear, or 
the hunger of the l}oor ; they are 
pil'itual emhlem
, the !-'ymLolic imagery, the 
lIoh1e in
criptions, the sppctade of lIatural Ioye1ine:o::-, or of youtl.ful dpxterity amI 

trength, the wreath ()ffio\\-er
, the fail. troop of conH'ly page
, repre:o:pnting the 
Fu('ce
:;ive :;tages of youth, frum childhood to maturity, the heroic amI in
piring 
gallJl';';. ,. 
 
'Y.. have 
een f'l.;:('where, how conformahh-. to these principlE's, which belong to 
jll..tice, wa<; the whoh' internal ecollomy of life with our Catholic ance
tor
. The 
mo:o:t :,umptuous ca:-:t1e of a feudal baron, would be now deemed not a fittillg re..i- 
deuce fur one of our banker
, "
e read, indeed, of the "fal;.;e fore:-:t of a we11- 
hung room," and we ('an stil1, ill JUany housc
, mark the le...:--on 011 the carved 
panel..:, as in the hotel uf CluilY, at Pari:.:, where the credo in action i
 represented 
hy imagery, 
howillg the ground
 of faith, from the creation of the \\"o1"1(] tiIl ittö: 
consummation ill the cele:-:tial Jpru;.;alcm, of which two ang-d., record tIll> Lcatitllde
; 
hut we find not those closet:o; of a splcmll)r merely ]uxllrioll";;, which provoked tlJP 
indignation of Boyle, who ob;';l'rve,.., that the "3p041e who (li:o:('ollutenan("ed women'
 
wearing of gold, or precious thing
 upon theil' bodie:-" would f'ure ha,-e oppo:-:('d 
their having more 
umptuous ornament:-, upon their \\"al1:.:, " If ollr ance
tors could 
hear thf'ir de
cen<lant... pompbining of their not having- 11I](I('r;.;too,1 tllp art of 
COmff)ft, that poor Scipio knew not how to li,'e, they might, perhap
, m:lkp a 


* Duldlli òe \ ar. Bononiæ statu. LilJ. 111. 
t Dt:siò. 
pr(;ti de OIigille urhi<: Rlvcn. Lill. 1. Thesaur. .\ntiq. IlaL 
: Thucyd. Lih. II. 40. 
 IIi,t. 11,. Lyrm. Liv. HI. 1'. 
-;. 
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prophC't'
 reply, ,. \.ro qui ('on:o-unnt pulvi11()
 !-ouh omni ('uhito lIl
lIIU
, c't faciullt 
('el"vie:llia !'ôuh capite univerNc 1Ctati
."* 1'\'nlillaIH1 I Y. of 
pain wa" l'ducah'(l 
by his holy motllf'r. 
raria, in Fuch poverty, that in order to give to the poor, antI 
to luild churchC:), amI to rc:--i:,t the infiòels, tht'f had 110 
ilvel. v\.-:":"t.ls nn their 
table, but only wood('n 3()(1 cartllC'n.t \\lICIt king Alplwn:o.o had I 'eoo\'c'ft'C! 
Tok'Clu frum the )Iuor:--, }It'rceiving that the manners of tlU' pt.'ople had 1x'C'ome 
soft ana t.flèminat{', throu!:h intercour:3e with the infhl('l..:, he took awa
' the hath.; 
uf Tulf'(lo, aud all the pruvi
iulb for pledsure, "hich the ::\f ours had established 
tLere; and ;o:n l,tHIl'avor<'Cl to recall the peoplp to their 31H'icnt virtue and :-,C'verit),.t 
)[o(l('rn hi!-turian:-. would (Hlly (,01)("lude froUl this filct, that the 
roOl-:-' pu:"\;.;es...;t'd tlae 

lllvantagt.
 of u high eivili7.ation,UlHI th · Catholic kilW, the l"Iulcnt':--s of a harbarouo; 
r.lce; but "0 \\ouId nut h:wc thought Tacitu..;, who ccnsurc'... the bath
, ul)(l1'ump- 
tuou
 hampwt.. \\ hieh the Britons had learned to u..;e frolll the l{oman:--, aòding, 
"idque aplHl illll'H.'rito:i humanita.... \'oeahatur ('mn p.lrl'l /,pn-ltmis (':-'
t't.,.
 
'\lH'n TI1Oma..: Egc\\orth ('nterl'tl J:oehe(l('rri('u, artPI' the hattll', he fOHml his 
pri:--OI)('r, C'harlC:J of Bloi:o" pla(,('tl Oil a 1)(.'(1, having rC('l.iw'(l eighttocll \\olllHI
. 
.E
a...;pcr.1tt'J at hi., refus.lI, in !;ucl.:l !o-t.:ltí', to delin'r himSl.)fto him, he C(lmmml(l- 
t'tl th:lt thp 1)('t1 !-olHmltl hI' rC'mo\'f'(1, mH1 
tr:lW :--uh
tituh"(l. Clmrlt s felt the ad- 
v:mtagt', at ihat 1I101llCllt, of havillg I)(.'('n c(lu('att'(l ao; :l Catholic prillN'. Giving 
thank
 to (;()(1, h, tlC'<'lar{'(] that it was tlu' :--amc (() him, and IH' \'UWL.J. that in 
future he would IWYer a
:lill lie couclll'(1 upon luxuriou
 pluuU'...1I 
"'110 i:o-Ilot more 
LoDi:-.hl.od, Oil reaJinóofthe maollifiet:nt :tuÒ piou", works ofCo
 
1110 .If' '[,'(lieis? "How many ('lmr('hes and mona!'ôt('riC'S hath hC' built awl r('- 
pair('(1 ?, 
.ay:, Iknc"(1ict .\rdino. '."ïth what oomtiful t'(lifìc('S hath ]1(' :l(lorlll'(l our 
city'? ,Ko lUaIl c\'er lx'fol"(' 
upportp(1 
 many poor people a.. he hath, \\ itla hi:, 0\\ n 
rich ". \ß() it can bC3,l'C'('l)p be told with what par
imonY' amI religion II(' gO\'C'nt:-. 
his own hou:-e. It is worth while to 
 him amI hi:i \'irtuou..; :-Oll:--, walk through 
tilt' str('Ct
 without pomp, without H'rvants, and 1'imply (']a(1; !-() that :--trangers 
would 
uPI Q'-C they were common lIIeli. ..- 
"ThC' ancients," b.l)"S IIuber, "are praiscd for havin:; (.onfin('(1 th('ir m.lgnifi- 
cence to the temples of religion, while their 0\\1) dwellin
:; were hut mi
rnLle 
hut
. Thi... is still mort' or l{\s
 thc (':1"(" in Sp.liu. The dwellillg-holl"C', the whole 
f')":4em of pri\'atf' life, be:O:I)(':lk l)()\"('rty. Tlu' ('hllrch('
, COu\'('nt..; ho'pit:a):.;, and 
}):1la('('..; of jll!'ticc are superb; an llIu!,U':o'tionahll' proof ofLarbari
m," he c1dòs, iron- 
it'al1y, "according to our view:o, of cÎ\'ilization:'** 
"ïth f'ome men, it is. :-.uffi('iellt to r(.at! that artidt' of pTOvi..:ion in the (.harter of 
privilege, granted to thp Seigneur of Sas:o:")", which dc,dar'
 that hi1i right of 
lodging comprkcs stables for his hOI"'c...., and perche
 for his birds,tt or to 8('e (Ill 


· Ezech. XIII. t Uodcrici 
ßniii lIist. Hispanic Pars IY. {'. 8. 
t Lucii Marinci 
icuJi (1e nt.h. Hi
paniæ. l.ih. YB. 
 Dc '\"it:\. Agricolæ. 
I Lohincuu Hbt de BreI. \"11. .- De pra-stanti,l \ïrorum sui æ\ i Dia]og. 
... ::;kìzzen u.us bpanicn. XXIII. tt IIbt. d'Evreux. 
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f
IC w311.; of tilt,! Ca:-<t1e of Bioi:;, the fi
lIre of a hind, car\'ed there Ly order of 
Loui::; XII. to commemorate all auilllal, which had bet'll taken in the forest, 
whose hi::itory in ver:-òc is inscribed below the figurp, to feel impelled to declaim 
against the interminable auJ dc
tructive amusements of tIlE' feudal llobility, a:-: le- 
gitimate ground for denying the existence of dlHllcstic justil"c, during the midùlc 
ages: but on such oCl"3sions, it should he remembered, that if the Iu'actiee were 
often defccti\'c, it was Ilot so with rc 6 :ml to principle-:, which agreed with 
those of .\l'istotle amI..\uacharsis, who sa:;, "that to take pains, and to labor for the 

ake of play,. was silly and too boyish; but that to play ill order to take pains and 
labor was ju.,t and right."* Xot to remain on grounù which we have befi,re gone 
over, it may be only observeù here, that the wI.itel's of the middle age were e\'en 
more severe against hunters than seem tolerahle, if we did not bear in mimI, what 
was the sen5e ofju
tice cQntinually ill their Illincl:-:. Aecording to their rt'a f lillg', men 
are huntcr:-;, not before, but against the Lord, according to the sen:oõe attached to the 
word ivaJl'TloJl', by St. .\ugustin. t 
")Ien see a hunter, and are delightecl, says I \'es de Chartres. ""
 oe to them 
wretched," he adds, " if they be Dot corrected." " Qui ellim vident v'enatorem et 
t1electantur
 videbullt Salvato rem et contristabuntnr,"! words which might excite 

urpri
e, if we did not remember the hunting of such men, as the tyrant 
Eccelino, that enemy of the human race,g amI James ofSant Al1drpa, whom Dante 
found in hell, among the prodigal, who set fire to a cottage in orc1cl. to warm himself 
amI his friend:o-, aftcr hunting on a cold winter's day, and then gave three acres of 
land and moner sufficient to build thr{'e house
 to the peasant whom he lmd injllr('(1.11 
Grievous and loud were the complaints of the clergy, on the suhj{'('t (If tho!'e" qui 
propter venationes et arnorem canum causum panperum negligunt.'.... .Freqm.nt 
Iy, however, they found an echo in the knightly hrea
t. 
There are the charters of the counts amI counte&ðe:5 of nloi,;;, declaring, as in 
that dated in the )'car 1298, that for the reme(ly oft heir soul'i al1fl of tho
(' of tllt.ir 
fathers, and desiring to provi(le for the good of the country, they will ket'p no 
game, excepting within certain determined wood:-;, and that whatever animal i::; 
founù without those parts, whether 8ta; or boal', or hart', or whatever sort of 
bea
t or wild bird, may be hunted and killed hy anyone, whethel. he be noblc or 
110t noble, without being caned to give any acC'ount. The inhabitants of the 
country may take these beasts or bird:" eithl'r with dogs or tl'ap
, or in whatevC'I' 
manner they like, and at whatev('r hour (If the {lay 01. night thC'y may choo
e.** 
.\ count of Spanheim, in 1454, might have been seen feeding daily thirty pOOl' 


· Ethic Xicore.. Lib. 10. c. 6. 
* Ivonis. Carnot. Deeret. Pars. XIII. 
2. 
I Bernardini Seardeonii hisl. Patavinæ, Lib. III. 13. 
-: Ionw AureJianensiq. Episcop. de Institut. L,u."a]i. Lib. II. 
\om 1. 
*it B
rnier Hisl. de ßlois, Prcuves XXVIII. 


t De Civitate Dei, Lib. XVI. 4. 

 Chronic. Ro]andini. IX. 1:. 


23. apud Daeher. Spicil
g 
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men at his fab.e, for the 80ul of his father, Count ,ralram, who lay buried in the 
church of Spanheim, whoc..c puni
hment after death, for having illjur
1 the prop- 
erty of the peasants in the hunting, which W:l..; his 
,)Ic plro"ure, had heen reveal- 
ed to Godri(l the {'uaplain, a
 he walkt.d by Ilj
ht a('rCl:-
 tht' plain betwt't'n 
"'lIlterberg ami Pfi.rdl..ld, by sound, ami vi:-ion
 from tile fi)rl'st
, 
() dreadful 
that he never f;milc'(] .1
ain. * 
In a former book, some excuse 't'
 om'red for the p3%ion which men of the 
middle .lb"i'S evinced fi)r tIll' ('ha
C'. 'lany of the old popular sayings, show that the 
condition of thp countl'Y rl'mlt'red it in some "en",e a st'rviec of } HlhJic utilinp. 
. . 
I)a
quier cift's many slleh, :1"; " when onc :-;pe.lks of the wolf, one 
 ,the trace; " 
" g'> lIot to the woods when the wolveS eat one another;" u n
ity dri\'e:3 the 
wolf from the woods;" U while the clo
 cries the wolf flil'S j" " he who mak
 
him
lJlf a lamb. the wolf will d('vour him ;" " the homo hetwft'n dog and wolf," 
to dl'note twilight, wlll'n a wolf might be lIli
tak('n for a dog.t 

t. Huhert gave a kind of sanctity to the cha,!)e of foresb, and it .'annot be 
df1nied but that the exerci of the declining ).car, leading men to ('oll",ort with 
the :-\)lemn be:\uties of m..,urning nature, mu
t ha\'e had a hl'lletiC'ial illflllellee on 
the mind. 
lany filII' moral in-;truction
 woul(l ha\'e be('n lost, methinks, to 
nwn who had not known what it wa
 to hold 1001l'ly ('()nver
e with the withered 
fern ami ra J'{!ed fur stretched o'er the stpny heath, to mark all the changes on the 
mountain's sit1e which give note of the declining )'ear, to see the falling lea\.es 
blown wiltlJy acro=-=- their path, to tread the thick f'trewn gladl)
. and to traverse 
th
 \\3tl'ry rnshy wa...tt's, lH'aring amid
t the lurid gleam of nocturnal C'xhalations, 
the lengthened nott''' of the northern birds who 
ing there, a.s Olau
 
Iagnuc:: sup- 
!)C):K::', through cold and hunger.t It is an historical tact, that ruany hunters oC 
the middle ages a",,'ribed their conversion to an early familiarity with the wood.;, 
to their hahit of wand('ring alllid
t twilight grove:i ancl 
olC'mn \Va!'t('
, when the 
l<'af ince
";':lI1t rustled, !'Iowl)' circling through th(' air, ordlJ
('ndilJg in "iId show- 
ers from the boughs hcfOl'c thp rising storm; hut whatl
\'er may be thought of the 
pa:-..iol1 whi('h Clur feudal ancP
tors evinced fi)r the Ch3.,e, I know not on what 
gromltl thpir (le!'('t'm1anb can prC'!'ume to critici;;c and cOlltlt'mn them. 
Round their Cy..lopian lH'art
,
 within tll(
 sea-wa:,lw(1 tower. or the du.:ky hall, 
deep in fore:,t wilds, the long narration
 of the hunter to companion::!, who 


. lIear, half asleep, the rising storm 
I1urJillg the h:Jil and sleeted rain 
Against th
 cn
cmcnt's tinkling p.\D(,," 


may perhaps indicate, in the estimation of some pt'r:,ol1s, a 
tate of society truly 
barharons. Certainl)', our an('('-,tur8, like Yïgil's bu"bandmen, enjoyed the \\ in- 
tpr's tale. 


· Chronic'. HirsangieDs. t Pasqnier Rccherchesde la Franc. Lib, VIII. 15. 
t Olia 'r.'
ni IIi
t. S('ptent. I!ent. Lih. XIX. 7, 
 Iph. In Taur. 836. 
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"
Iutuaque inter Be læti convivia çurant, 
Invitat genials biems, curasque resolvit.". 


It is amusing to read of the strange knight in the fore:-;t, who wishes to force his 
story upon Gyron Ie Cuurtuis, who unlycunsents tu listen to it, to prevent the othel' 
from engaging in a mortal combat with him on the spot. The VjiVCVY e,,(Javpò;, 
of which Pindar speaks, might have been founù in every feudal tower, whcre 
ulllioubtedlydi
c()urse in general was more wild, youthful and credulous, than woulù 
suit the formal sagacity which resides within our luxurious cottages; hut, let it be 
i"emembered, that the odious vices of the conversations which the principles of 
faith do not guiJe, were not found so frequently there. Our ancestors had been 
made familiar with tht saying of S1. Jerome, who, condemning detraction, says, 
that " we should love the houses of all Christians as our own." t Religion's voice 
had determined not only the doctrines of intelligence, but also the details of prac- 
tict'o It is recorded in the epitaph on the tomb of Claude Albert d' Arbois, seig- 
neur de Romeny, which is in the church of Lusarclles, in the diuce:;e of Pari!", 
a hero renowned for his probity and valor, that his hatred for calumnious re- 
marks was c<u'l'ied so far, that he was sty led at conrt, " The protector of the 
absent."! Their very recreations wel'e known to be a part of justice. " Xot 
every pleasant is an idle word," says Giles of Colonna; " for an idle word is that 
which wants a due end, but recreation is liberal and necessary; therefore, words 
tending to it, hav
 a due end and are not idle, for as sleep is neceð
ary for the 
wearied body, so is play for the fatigued mind."9 A stranger and guest did not 
enter a feudal hall with the certainty of being received with di4astefnllooks and 
cold-moving nods that would freeze him into silence. 
It is related of Schiller that, in society, the strict ceremonial cram perl the play 
uf his mind. "Hemmed in," says the writer of his life, " as by invi
ible fences, 
among the intricate. barriers of etiquette, so feeble, so inviolable, he felt constrain- 
ed and helpless, alternately chagl'ined and indignant. Xow this evil, which 
everyone above the vulgar mn
t experience more or less, was wholly excluded 
from the society of the middle ages i for manners wel'e then playful, unreserved 
and free. 
Ien did not, indeed, sct open their gates to the invaders of most of 
their time; they were hospitable, but they did not, as Cowley says, " expose their 
li\"e
 to a quotidian ague of frigid impertincnces, which make a wise man tremhle 
to think of." 'Ye have only to exan
ine the divi!"ion and structUl'e of their hah- 
itation
, to see how they had means at lea
t afforded to tbem, between their mas- 
si\Te wans, for that solitary and Rilent meditation, on the divine law, whicb, in the 
divine scriptures, is synonymous with justice. 
It may be remarked in history, tbat when the head of the hOI1<;:e was unworthy, 
there is generally incidental, and often direct evidence of the redeeming qualities 


* Georf-!. I. 301. t Epist. XXXIV. 

 De Regim. Princip. 1 I. 1. 30. 


* Lebenf, Hist. du Diocese de Paris, tom. IV. 326 
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of its other memt)f'r:o;. Th('re is no name n
:",l('iatea with !-hame nr terror, which 
the \"irhll's of women have not in ...orne way or otlH.'r r(':o:eUt,.d fmrn unmingl{'d 
:l\'er
lOl1. \ mung the poor Clan>.; in the convent of )I:
orl'a, in the 
'ear 121)0, 
)'ou would have found a sister, 
Iagdelin BOlla parte. renhuncing even the le- 
gitimat p pleasufl;:, of the world to 
,.xve God with perfect. undivided 10\"(>.* 
I f the olel chronid{'s of
witzl'rlanl} de-.('ril)(' the crimes of tilt.' s4.'igneur:o' of 
an
:1ns 
and of \ratz. dlids of a powerful filll1ily in the Rhctian Alps, in tll(' thir- 
t('('nth atu} fourteenth ccnturi('s, who u.,ed tu mahe war ugain...t the abLots of St. 
Gall, tlu')" do not It'a\"c u
 in ign -ance of the virtues of the women of that noble 
hou..;t', which were ('nou
h to have r{'IHlcrpd itlJ IJ:1Il1P immortal. 
Li:"tt'n, IJO\V, to U himple talc of the 13th c('ntury, \\ hich is recorded in the 
annal... of the Francise..lIl onl{'r. Two friar
 of Paris, travelling in the dl'ptii of 
\\ inter, <:3mc at the fir::lt hour of the night, fatigued, coven...) with mud, and \\"(.t 
with rain, to the Kate of a hou:o:(' where they hoped to rt'CeÏ\'e hospitality, not 
knc)\\ iug that it Lt'loJlg("(1 to a knight who hatel} all friars, and who f()r hn\nty 
)'ears hal} never made his ('onf{':-:-;ion. fhe mother of the family replied to tllt'ir 
pelition, " I know nut, good fathers, what to do. If I admit you uuder OUI' roof, 
I fear my hllsLamJ; and if I 
elltl you away crm.lIy in thi
 tempestuous night, I 

hall <lre.u) the illlli
nation of God. Enter, and hicle YOIll':,,('h'('s till my 1111--- 
band r('turns from hUlitin"', nnd ha... ...uppt"(I, Cor then [...hall he able to 
upply 
yuu cretly with what is needful." :::;hortly, the hu:o:halld retl1rn
, 6upsjo}'fully, 
but perceiving that his wife i sad, d 
 ire
 to know tlJ(' C3tl'ie, She rpp)ips that 
"he darts not disclu
 it. PI ... 
 and encouraged, !:!he at length relate.'" what ha'! 
happened, adding, that ..h(' fears Go<l's judgment, 
eein
 that his ....ervant..; are 
afflicted with ('old and hunger, while they arc fea....ting at their ea.
. The knight 
becoming more gentl(', orders tÌlem to he led forth from their hiding-place, aud 
to be supplied with food. The poor friars come forth, and draw n('ar the fire, :1Iul 
when he 
('('S their f'ID3.riated face:5, humid raiment, and their f(.('t ..tailH d with 
blood, the hand of the Lord is upon him. anll from a lion lie h(,('ofllf'S a lamh; 
with his own hand..: h ' w:!!)hes their fi'('t, pIa .. the table, am) prepares their beds, 
bringing in f,'{'sh 
traw. After the C:llpper, \\ ith altered look and tone, he ad- 
dre-.:--t.:oò the e}d..r friar, and asks whether a 
hamek..:" sinner, who hath not con- 
fe:o::,,('(1 jooinf'e many }'(\at
, rau hope for pardon from Gocl? " Yea, in 1--ooth," re- 
pli('(1 the friar, " hope in the Lonl, 31H) do goocl, and he will deal with thee ac- 
cording to his merry; for. in whatever da.y thp ",inner repent
, he will rf'meml)('r 
his iniquity 110 more." The contrite ho:-;t declares that he will not then <I('fer any 
longer approaching the Sarraments. "This very night" ..aith he, "I willllnbnr- 
d('n my conscience, lest my f'01l1 should he required of me:' The friar, howevf'r, 
)itt)p !-'lIspecting- d3n
er of death, 3clvi:"NI him to wait till morning. All retir('() 
to rest, but, dllring the night the frial' became alarmed, rose, pro:o:trated him:o:elf 


· \\ nddiD
 AnnnL )linOfllm. 



.A G E S 0 F F A I T II. 


:365 


on the earth, and besought Goo to 
pare the 
inner. In the morning, however, 
the master or the hou
e was found dead. The Illan ofGod,juùging from what had 
pa:':'CtI, consoled the widow, declared that in hi..; dreams he had been assured of 
the salvation of her husband; anù the man was burieù honorably, bells were 
tolled, and mass was sung, and the friars departeù on their way.* 
It is to in!'tances of thi
 kind that St. Jerome alludes in his heautiful epistle to 
Læta, where he sa}'s, " ...\.. holy and faithful family ruu
t needs sanctify it
 infidel 
chief. That man cannot be far from entering upon the career of faith, who is 
sm'rmmdCtI by sons and grandsons enlightened by the faith. For my part, I 
think that Jupiter himself, if he had lived in the mid:-:t of such relation:" couhl 
not have been prevented from believing in Jesus Christ. Let }'our illustrious 
father, if he pleaseth, turn my lettel' to ridicule; let him tax me with foil)'. He 
wiU do nothing but what his son-in-law did also, 
ome time bt'fore his cOll\'ersion. 
Chri
tians are not formed by birth, but by grace."t 
"
e meet with frequent instances in the history of the middle ages of whole 
families being composed of 
aint:;:, (.)r even among persons who had not formally 
retired into cloisters, the perfect life wa:-: often found. "0 happy house," cries 
St. Jerome, writing to Chromatius and EU5ebiu
, brother:;:, who lived with their 
fl'ieluI .Jovinu:-:, and their mother and 
istl'r
, who were mll1
, all undet. one roof: 
" 0 happy hou:,e, in whil'h dwell Anna the widow, virgins, prophetesses, ami 
two Samuels nourished in the temple:'! 
"At Dijon, " 
ays St. Gregm'y of Tours, "there was a certain senator by name 
Hilary, who had a wife and many son
, who maintained his hou
e in 
uch cha:,tity 
:uuI purity. that men beheld tÌIere the fulfilment of what the apostle say
, 'Honor- 
ahile connuhium et thorus immaculatu
.' )la:4el' and f'crvants, all shone with 
equal purity. So he died. "Tho and what he wa
, according to the dignity of 
the wudd, may be 
ecn at this day on his immense tomb, which i
 of marble 
!'C'ulptured," 9 
Under the roof of Alphonso de Cepede and Beatrice d' Ahumade, the parents 
of St. There:-:a, each membel' of that numerous hou
ehold of children and servants 
endeavored to give the re
t an example of perfect piety. Thatcertain image of 
in- 
eerity and love of truth which, in the estimation ofl\Inratori, so amply compen
:tted 
for the inelegant style of Donizo, whom he grants may be called a barbarou" anti 
iron writer, appears in no part ofhi
 metrical Life of l\Iathilda more strikinf!ly 
than in the verses which describe the dukes of Tuscany and Spoleto as brave CathQoo 
lic men begetting Catholic 
ons. 


Justitiæ palmam gestabant semper et arma 
Temporibus quorum vi
uit pax ordoque morum, 
Catholici fortes genuerunt Catholicosque. 


· Wadding Ann. )linorum. tom. V. an. 1
81. 
t Epist. VII. 


t S. Hieron. Epist. ad Lætnm. 

 De gloria Confessorum, 43. 
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Clu\"i
(',1 Pl.trl nunnam S:&Dcti quoque cJcrl 
Sempcr amuvcrunt, colucrunt, et tilllucrunt, 
E't propl ii!'> rehus 8nnclis hi mulll' (Iulerunt 
J:
cas, ct 'c
te8 ml
CI is triuucrc uOcntcr.. 


"9hat fiunilies were tho:-f' \\ hich produced St. Bt'rnard anti :",t. Benedict! ,rhat 

w('('t aud wide-"pl'e
dillg influcnCC$ of :-aint]y aifl'dion-. mu4 ha\.e cxi
t('!1 hetween 
their dillcrellt mcmbels ! "'hat c1ialoguf.... bet\\ L'Cll a Lroùler amI 3. sister-a .uellc- 
(Iiet and a Scob...ti(":.1. ! 'Iy:-tic l'on\.er
atioll..; appro\"('(1 of 11('
l\"l'n, (":.l1Ioni7PtI in the 
tl'ml)('..;t of that awful ni
ht whidl hl'
ml tll(' b..t of them, and whit'h from the 
.. 
mt.'lIlory of man :-hall neVel" peri:-h! ''"hat holy f:.uni]iC3 are brought to light hy 
t h · annal:o; of the FrancI"(,"
lIi alOlll', \\ hieh incidentally 
pcuk of the relation.., of 
diffl'rent memhf r
 of that e,relf'I"! 
t. C]ar(\ had a mothpr, IIOI"Ìulana, and t\\"o 
:-i
tt'r
, tht. },]C':-:-t.d ,Agnl.... mul HI'atl'i('C', will) all fcJllowl'(Illl'r ('xampl('. The 1.1('''':0;- 
('(I l'\ing 13o]e...]au:" the dl:l...te, h:ul a IIwth('r, the hlt.......t'll Grimi..lava, alul a f;i:-wr, 
the ble..: . .d :::alolllea, awl for hi., \\ ift. tilt' hIe 'ti CIlI1f' lr OIHI, who had two si:)te
, 
the bl... ....) COn4UhL"(', Huch... uf nu
..ia amI tll.. LI(,""'l.J JoIcuw, who, aft..r the 
d("
th of her htbhal1t1 TIoll':,lau"" the piOUi I )111,\(' of Cali
;",a, g:l\9{' all Flit' Il:ltl to 
thl' poor, anti rdirt...1 into tIlt.' {'Oll\"t'llt of Clan'
, whi('h hp had foull<lt'd. ""hat 
root., ofli\"ing \"irulP arc Ilt.'lt, t--pn'
ulillg f:u. amI witl..! EZt'linu..;, Count Palatine 
of the I:hin{', hroth('r of St. ('lllll' rOlld, alltl of TheodoriC', Bi..hop of!\ll'tz, whom 
the Emp<'ror I Il'm','. , l111ahlc to ('011(1I1<'r hy force of arm:-, tml)thu.t.! hy kinclnc...:o:, 
Ilac1 t(,11 c'hildrpn, of" hom all hilt oil(' !--1111 amI Ollf' c1al1
ht(,I', \\ ht) rf'lIIailH'tl with 
great houor in the world, hCC.1.Ull' l'mincllt iu rcl igioll, 1\\ 0 a
 archbishop'" alld six 
as ahhcs.-:;c.... t 
There are few hi:,torical work., of th(\ mi.1(lIe ag(\
 which tll) not furlli:..h !'iUli]ar 
in<;;tanC't:-o. IIallgeriC'tt-- was an iIIn
triol1S mall, 1Il:
jor flomo to TI)('oc.lorit.', K,illg 
(If th(' TIurgt1lulian.... } fe had fcHlr ('hih1reu hy Iii.. \\ it(., L('odt'gulHla : 
l. Pharo, 
at fir:,t a Folclif'r, tllt'n a (.Il.d", thell a mOllk ill Ht'..hach, mul b:--tI). bishop (If 
:\ft'aux ; 
t. Calloaldu.., 1. is hrotllt'r, from a ("hilel was a nlollk in Luxcuil, mukr 
father Columbau, and after\\ards bcc.trne a hi...llOp" 
t. Phara, thc.ir 
i:,tl'r, ('011- 
fccrat('{ll}('r \'irginit
, tn (";()(I; :11111 t Ilf'i I" hrotllf'r, COl1nt
t. "9aIbert, who inheritctl 
the patN'nal po

p
:,ion..;, awl who 1I..t.tl oftl'U to repair to the hll" '1'(1 nprtin, at 
t. 
Omer, to Ill'ar the wortl of Gocl, and to r(-'('(.i\"e hi., hles
ing, :1.t 1(,llgth rt.'nolJl1('t...1 
the \\"orl(l, :.nul hCC'.lme a monk:lt Luxcuil, amI upon the death of hi.; hrother, 
the hl('
:,('t.l Pharo, Hu'ce<'(I('f] him in the f're of '[('aux ; his f-on again, St. Jkrtill, 
lived a holy life at St. Omer, under th(\ holy Bertin, who ha(1 haptized him, amI 
made 3. bl
cd end.! 
The family of qneen bt. Etheldrite, ahh('
s of Ely, furni
ll('
 all in::'\tance from our 
anna]:" for h....r f:Ithel", king .\nna, wa-; of eminf'nt jllstiC'c, rnakillg him
c1f equal to 


· Lib. I. cap. I. Rcr. Italic. bcript. tom. Y. 

 Cbronicon, :\Ionasterii S. Bertini. cap. 1. 
tom. III. 


t .\ IIna1. lIirsau!:-ricnsi... 
Par" 
. apml )1artcn. Tbesaur. ancctlotorum, 
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his sel"\'ant
 through humility, lowly to prie
ts, gratefnl to the people, cle\'out to 
God, the father of orphan:;;, the judge of widows, and the brave defellder of his 
country, whose sepulchre was re\"ered as that of a saint; and her mother, IIere- 
..w('tha, who was the si
ter of 81. l-lilda, 
houc iu the glory of f:3nctity ; of her two 
hrothel's, J urminu:; wa:; a ble;:i::ied wan, and her th rcc :-;Î;,ter:-;, fiB' the love of.J e!'us 
('hl'i
t, de-;cn'ed to ha\ye oil in their lamps among the prudent, Olle of whom, 
Sexburga, succeeded her:.1:-; Ahb('
s of Ely.* In the twelfth centnry, we find a Wido, 
Count of)latiscon, with his wife, :O:OllS, aud daughter
, and al
o thirty soldiers, 
probably of his hou
elnld, comin
 to Cluni, where they all embrace a religious 
life.t In the eleventh ('eutnry, 
eliger Von ".. ollhausen was a \"aliant knight 
and renowned warrior. In his beloved and pion..; wife, lIed wig, and in hi:, three 
sons, with his ample fortnne and high renown, he pos:-öessed all means of eadhly 
happiness. But the holy Church, he thought, required his 
ervices ; he renounced 
the wodd, its joys, aml its honor
, and retired to the monks of Einsiedeln, his 
three sons following him, aud hi., wife taking the yeil in the convent of om' Lady, 

t Zurich.! Here could have been no swlden change, and therefore one can es- 
timate what must have been the interior life of these fi\milies during previous 
times. Bruno, the Benedictine, one of the apostles of Prussia, in the tenth cen- 
tury, was the son of the illustrious Baron of Querfurt, who was renowned among 
his contemporaries, and beloved by all men. The sequel throws light npon the 
character of that hou:;;e, for when the news arrÏ\'ed at the baron's castle of the son's 
martyrdom in Pru:,sia, whithel' he had gone to preach the Go:,pel to the hen then, 
the excellent father was in such a state of mind that he could instantly carry into 
effect a re50lution which he had long been forming, and retire into a mona.;;tery 
f()f the remainder of his days. In the year 1187 died that mo:,t illu:;triou:-i and re- 
]igiou
 man, Peter Acotantn
, patrician and senator of'.... enice, 'who:,c 
anctit)" under 
the 
ecnlar habit, atte
ted by miracles, rendered glorious the church of St. Basil 
in that city, where his limbs were laid to re:,t. It was his brother of the same 
name" 110, de.<;;pising the dignity and the !)leasures of the world, withdrew to the 
de5crt of Camaldoli.
 Thus you have one brother reaping eternal glory as a 
!'('nator and another as a hermit. The great patrician family of the Ajutamich- 
ri.sto wa
 illu:-:itriou,.; at Pi"a, in the thirteenth century. Thi:; could boast, at the 
same time, of a ble:-;::;eù Bartholomew, in the lllona:,tel'Y of 
t. Frigiùianus, of Fred- 
erie and Guido, either brothers or nephews of this saint, who e\'inced their piet) , 
In' huih]inrr the choir of the Dominican church of St. Catherine, at Pisa, and of 
" 
 
Lle
.;;ecl Thoma
, son of Bernard, who de:,pi
ing the honor and riches (If hi:-; fam- 
ily, embraced the order of 81. Dominic and died in the house of St. John a1l<I 5t. 
}>aul, at Venice.1I 
In the }'ear 1239, Albertinus resolves to pa5..; the remainder or hi
 life in the 


* Acta San ct. Orò. S. Bened. tom II. 
t Tscbudi EinsiedJi
che Chronik, 40. 
lId. Lib. XXXVIII. 


t Cbrollicnm ClunÏ<1ccns. 

 AnDal. CamalduJt..Ds, Lih. XXXIV 



:l()
 


)(ORFS C \TITOLrCT; (tH, 


monastery of 
t. Ju
t, ancl St. Clement, in '.oJatt'rra, wht"rp hi;; 
I)n, the bl(' ."Ptl 
.J:1II1e.., de L'ertaltlo, \\'a.; proh':o-"l,(l. In 1 
81, I n
er3.mi liS .Ie Ct"rtaJdo follows 
his f.'lther:uul brother, and bccolllt'sa monk in tl1(' 
allll' hOIl:o-t'.* lIerrnolao n.ln.l- 
to, a \T..nPlian 
pnator, ami 
[arina L3l1retana, hi. wife, \\ere hlt....:--_.d ill 
the number oftlwir I'ainth' dlihlr('n. This W:1-; th(' illu..triolls man of whom Am- 
brMiu.. Camaltlulf'n
is !'I)('ak.., who wa:... amha
:-::ulor from Yeniee at the C'ounciJ of 
Ua..ll',8Iul who>> foul murdt'r is .lttestt'(1 on the 
('pult'hn' in the ('Ioi..ft'r ùf the 
mOllastt"ry of::;t. 'fich:tel tie l\Iuriano, a.
 havin l " bwn pt'f}H.trntcd in tilt' )"par 14.30, 
b
" all irnpiou..; hancl, :uul tmtl
'n.'(l in the C3llbe \If ju..ti<X', while he 1113bnanimolbly 
f
)r
an
. \')1' their It'll ehilclft'n, 'our only ft'lIlaiIH'(1 in the world, the ft."t I('ft all 1f)r 
Gild. Four t-aintly 
il"tl'r,., to()
 the \'eil in the BC'IH'(lit'tille (,oll\"ent of 
t. 
'r\'U- 
hi... Pett'r,,, ho...c })()rtrait nt fulllt'lIgth h)' Tilltoft.(ti, i. in tll(' lIlolla:,h'ry of 
St. 'licha.1 de 
Iuri:mo, of \\ hidl hc built the dl1lf('h, L 'C:lme the àhl)()t of that 
hnu!-ot', cli
tin
ui!'hf'(1 hy hi.;; admirahlc 
eniu..;, learning, ancl Mnctity. L'wi.., who 
i", pr:ti..t'(l hy Leonard J u..tiniani, :l
 a !-ublime philo
opltl'r, :uul IJ)o..t I''.lrn('cl, wa'i 
a]:-.4) 8 monk; anel Thoma" ullotllt'r tlf'vout f(.ligious man, lx'cune patriarch (If 
Vt.nice in tli>> 'year l:>uJ. t In 1
ld, t'
:l1l1plc:; of thi., hind are inl1l11nerable. I
t 
11.. P.I on. 
The ages of faith in relation to the grnceq of the ff'male charaCh'r, mi
ht w('11 
fix the :ttft'ntion uf all wl,o haw' minds <':lpahlC" or heing 3rn...tNI II)" the clc,lit'.1te 
ami ..nh1ime tlH,'m's ",hieh h('long to g 'nth' !'-tmlic:-. .At the fir:-t, dla..tity, 1l1od- 
e-t.y, olk.'(lien('e, atwntion to domc..,tic stlUlif's, ancl other \"irttl('
, mad. ('Iui..tiau 
\
omen (Ie:lr to their pah'1Ul Im..banÙ:3, and cven gave th '.. . luen a rcverf'nN' fc)r 
thp di\"inc phil.,..ophy in \\ hirh th('y hacl h('el1 edneatl'CI,!o-() that th('
' m:, ,I tù ('x- 
claim "ith Libanin.., hProh, ({llall'
, fc'min:l" hahent Chri:4iani!"' !\[oral writt'r'i 
3ppf'31 to thi... f:1(.t in clt.vdopinrr the proof..; of tlat" divinity of the Chri..tian rt.li- 

ion, and hi:-torians :--l1pply the ...amc c\"iclent'c in unintemlPtet! !-ul.
",l:;ìon, through 
nil "'lIb
uel1t tim... "'I.etlacr there be ...Iight Fihadc
 of difference OhSCf\'3hlr in 
cliff..'rcllt. IH.riod.., we ))<-'(.'(1 Ilot ('xamiIH'. Ûnc thing i
 ('f'rtain, th:tt UpOIl the 
women of the miclcllc ngt.
 tilt' illJagination Illight fi)r evpr dwell \\ ith J)('a('cful 
3Thl salutary del ight. The Ftriking oppo:-õitiou of figurl.'s ill regard to the fem3)" 
character, which the lire of filith ha.i cre.lted, i.; well r<'})fC:)flnted hy the author of 
th(. 
Iart)T:'. "\.u m..toni.;;hill
 ('Untrast," saith hc, "\\:1:::1 oL' 'n"ahle on all 
ich',,;. 
The daughtcr:; of ]ßl1'demon, btill attached to their goc.l
, nppean'tl 011 the roads 
with their tunics half o pi" 11 , tlwil. free ancl hold m:mlH'r, their cOllfidellt look.;:, with 

nf.h they u..;('d to dance at the f('4i\'als of ßa 'hu:o.., or of I Iyat'illth. Furthcr. on 
)"OU discovpretl the Chri4i:m virgins cl1a..((.ly drc'

l'(1, worth)" c1aughtpr... 01 Ht'len 
by their heauty, und more he:mtiflll than theil' mother hy tlwir model"h". Thp
' 
were 
oin
 with tllp rE.
t of thp faithful to c.t.l..hratt' tlap m.\...tf'rit'
 of a wor:òhip 
which relldeN the heart gentle for th(' child, charitahle fOI' tllf' sIa\'e, humhle fi)r 


.. III. XXXIX. 


t .\nnaJ. CamaJdulens. Lih. LXYII. 
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the poor, }>m'e and holy f,H' the youn!!'. It "(,PIlll'.! as if one hell<'M two <lifièrcnt 
nations, so great a cl1allge can religion produ('e ill human h)"('a
t...' 15 \\ ho ha.. 
not experienced impre:':5ions 
()m(l\\"laat 
imil:tr ill lands wnef{
 the ('hildrf>u of th.. 
pacific fold were hut féW amid:;t a multitude? Are we to 3:;l"riLe I he ('OJltf3
t. 
a
 we arc tola, to the defect of education ill 
OIlH', :md to the high in;;;.trul"rioll 1)1' 
nohility of others? That titi:5 cannot he the true solutioll, i:5 ('vidl'nt; for uudcl' 
t'ircumstauCC's of the :-ame ,'ariety ill other cOl1ntrie
, the 
am(:; checrs are not dl...;- 
C'erniblc. The cause mnst lie d('{'per, and withuut doubt the phenomenon ari:,cs 
from the fact, that the latter are left to tllP fludnatill
 ta
t(l
 of a cidti7ation pun'. 
ly human a(}(lllat
ral, while the former, for whom 'twixt beautifÜI awl good [ 
cann,)t fo:a)" which ]lame wa'! fitte)O, are tlaughtpr:,; of the Catholic Church-tile 
w01l1en of the miJdle age
-the wonWll of the primitive ages-the daughter::; or 
Jerusalem who mini
t
re<.l to our divine Lord, anll who followed his apostles with 
such fervor and constalley-the \Vomen of faith, transformro, 311(1, a
 it were, nf'W 
createa. IIow strange tù filHI men of the greate:;;t genius, and of the mo
t extlIl- 
f'i\'e learning in modern time
, ignorant apparently of the exi
tence ofthi:; my:.:tic 
heing. ")Ien," saith Goëthp, "mu:,t 
triYe after i"omc t.li
tant good, and that with 
,'iolcllt drorts. 
Il'n mu
t labol. for eternity; whereas 'Women are content with 
po
:;:,,)ssing OIl this earth a simple, near, and limited gøod, which they wish might 
al,,'ay
 remain stationary with ihem."t IIad this illu
trious phillJ
opher, th('n, 
lle\'er heard the hymn of Je.;;u corona ,'il'gillum, atte4ing!'o f:weet a page in the 
hi40ry of the human mind; or, without waiting fc)r the yoice of th(' Church alld 
the te
timony of historian
, had hc Ile\'er met with any of the d
Hl
hters of .Jp- 
rusalem whom God anoints with the oil ofgla!lnes:" on account of truth, and Ill('t:k- 
JJe-s, :Ind justice? One glance at the portrait (If a t;t. There
a, 01. of a St. J.:Iiz- 
abeth, wouIt! be 
ufficient to di:::pcl for e\'er such conceptions of the female }I('art. 
In the fÌr:,t ()fth('
e illu
trious women, how completely did the cloister :--wallow 
np all í<md memdry of former thing
-heaut
., drcs
, f(':1:;:t
, evening con\"er:,ations 
under orange trpc:::, and .:\Iuorish !-;ong::;, and the sound of the mant!oline, aml all 
that had adorned love in the ('yes of a heautiful Spanish girl, nouri..heJ with the 
reading of the romanceros! Ln\'c alone remained, more al"{lent 
ince it h:Jt.l he- 
('orne purer, more profoUlHI since it had hecome more divine. For a while, it is 
true, this great sonl struggled ag:.lin
t the rememhrancf> of the \\"01'1<1. Ten yrors 
did not suffice to detach from the earth the heart that wa:; not ma,le for it: but 
how effectual was the ardor of its tl!irst when the true all<1 Ji\'ing 
tI'eami; of that 
ju
tice which it had 80 long sought for in ,"ain, were at Ipngth yielùe(l to it from 
the fountain
 of hea\Oen ! 
In tlip lu o {>cf><1ing hook, we had occa..ion to remark the inten
e affectiolJ e\'inced 
by women lor the devotiolJs and offices of the Catholic Church, and the tlpsireafter 
something more than" a near and limitetl good:' which prompted them tu seek 


* l.es Ma!ty
, XIV. 


t Goethe Torquato T;h..n. 
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ull('f'a:--illg :--11...tt
nan('
 in th
 exer('i
t
 of tli\'ine \Vur,:,hip. I t might ha\ becn 

hown, fur till' 
'1me ohj('Ct, that womt'n tH.t! to mah
 long pilgrimag'1
". The huly 
DOI'nth
\ \\'('nt frum 'Ionian. ill Pomerani:l, to Holt1(', for the juhilpc, ill thc ymr 
l:
tIO, a..; did al..o fjU{'{'1l 
largard, out of nl.tllllad
.* Qm'PIl I.;alwlla of Spa ill 
u"l'll to rt'Cite her office, like a nUll. t'he Sl. '111NI to leall a eontemplatÏ\'e life :mIiJst 
allllt'r C3re
, 3mI thr !-plt'ntlor of hPl' C'hapt'1 wa.. rel('hrated throu
IHtut the kiug- 
dom.t Dnnizo :-ay:-, that cc the l'OUllh':,..; 'lathilcla :-'urpa....l'tl eVl'1I prit'..t
 in the 
iu\"C of Chri:-t- 


'I.,t& s&cerdotc.. tI Christi vincil nmore, 
Tcmpore lluclurno btudio:.ius utl!uc ùiurno 
E..t sncri P..almi.... BC otfic'ii!i ,,"cm'mndi,. 
HeUigiol1c l)ia. fftti:. hll.'C mt('nt2' pcritß. 
nl
rl'nt f:cm{wr ei spient
 llla"{lme cIeri 
\ c:.Lwus cL \
Ï.i prctio..i:. rite &.Lcratis.' .. 


The Ul'cOimt ofhf'r Ia:,t (la)'s 
till proclaim.. Iwt. un...atpJ thi....t. Tn thc BOIU1c'Il yil- 
lagl' :-ltc n
l\"l.J to 
i
t at ÙIC otlicc on Chrì
tmas night, whieh \\a"i 
ulIg hy fath('r 
Ponzo, _\LLot of rluni. Th immt.u... cold at fìr,
t too affiictcJ her agl'tllirnh
, 
that 
hc n'tm"tH'cl 
il"k to Il('r 1)('(1. ...\t d:1)'-lm.ak, thou;h languill, :-he a
aill 
hmrdm:L"':', aftl'r whieh :-he gavc the :11)hot, 011 his (It'partur(', 
acn'tl v(....trncnt.., 
mHI silver v
I..;, ntHI a holy ceo- 
 adorllt'C.l \\ith g 'm:-. 
imilar-ly toolle l' 'Iehrated 
the fea...t of the EpiphallY ; but wh{,l1 the hl..L."'(ln camc ill \\ hidl Jc...u..; fæ,t('(1, 
Ia{', 
thou
h \\E
3k, cl(':-oin.'ti to f:14 al:,1) fi}r Iii:. lo\'f'. The pricst, llO\\"('\'('r, prohihiu'(I 
hl'r, :nul pn.':o-crihL'() that 
hc' !-houltl 0111.,' gi,'c ahullt1ant all11:-'. Bl'illg {'ollfillc'(I to 
her hul during "i'ven months, a 
Il1:11l dmrch Ulult'l' till' illvcwation of 
t. Jallll's 
and í'A'hedl'4l, \\as ('on
trud('(l by hl'l. o,,1{'r:; Ixforc the hOll:'"\ in whil'li :-.lll' b
', 
to whiC'h 
he ga\'e lalltl'i and vestmcnG, 3mI therf', \\ hill' lying on hcr bf'(l, :,hc C'OIl- 
tilllu'(I tl) hl'.lr m3......-, that whom 
he ærn'{l li,'illg, ...hl' might. al:,o in dying \\"01'- 
f'hip, IIf'I' hody wao; ImriNI within a \"a...t tomh of white alHllimpicI abha"H'r, ill 
the ll1ona"itcry of St. Bl'lIl'tlid, of Pallolcrolll' on the 1>0, a 11011:- . t(,11 mil... from 
l\Iant113, which had heen f(mndC''] h
' hcr granclf.'1ther, Tec1aldo, ..lmll'nrichl'(I },y 
her own donatiOlb, where \\3.." fount! this hi40ry mf'trically {'ornpo:-,C'cl. 
To the ('t{'rna} !'igh of wOIllt'n the Chlln.h ha"J 1>('('11 dl'('pl
' illlll.'htl't] ill :\11 :I!!l'S : 
antI every wherc we fitul rnonnml'llt
 of their pion..; ]ihcralit
., of whi('h tilt' IllO:-t 
illll--triou... ('
amp]e is (Iouhtk" that of this great count' )lathiIòa," hC) 
madc thc {"hlll'ch of God l1('r heir, offct'iug Oil the altar of"t. Peter, IIl'I" whol(' patri- 
mon
", ('xt(,ll c ling fmm n:Hlicofani tn C
lla, which fmm that timp Ira.. I.I'l'1l e\'cr 
c.'alled the patri mon y of St. Pl'tpr. Cell'brat{'( I \\"a..; the JIlUIl ificclll'p of the Coun- 
tf'.... of En, :-:i
tf'r of Ucl:1l..ic. 6\r('hbi
hop of Hlit'im:" ancl of Alrn.ron, Bi
hop of 
1\Ietz, who, ill tllP yc.al' !):HJ. ((1II1JC1('(1 :IlllI cllc]owf'c1 llIany mona..;tcril'''', ami r
tored 
other:'\ that hacI hf'en rnim'll by the Xormal1
.t Gnilla. mothcl' of the marquis 


* Yoi
ht, Gf'!'cbicbtc Pr('usscn
, Y. t Ludi 'brinci f'icuJi de reb. lli"'IMuiæ, Bih. XXi. 
t Dcsgucrrois. lIist. du diocc
c ùe Troycs, lS.j 
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JIngo, in th<, <'levI.nth ('('utnry, p:l
!->in
 h). 
\.rretinm, and happening to hear that 
tlu" <,hurch there wa
 commonly entitl<,1! t;t. 
falT the !)()or, exclaimed, in great 
indignation, "Forbid it, heaven, that we 
honld ever I"t)" Ie h<,r poor who pro- 
dll('('(1 thc Di:-,pl'n:-,cr of celestial ril'he:i! JIave I," :--llC tllPll ask<,d, " any po:-,scs- 

ions in this neighborhuOlI ?" and being told that there was a villa lll'ar belonging 
to her, "Let it, then, be givpu immediately to this church," she replied, "that in 
future no one may even prcsume to ('all it poor."* ,r e find traces of the same 
d('\"otedne
s of wonH'n to the Clmreh in th,... mo:-,t ohscure annals. Thus ahout 
the year 700 we rea(1 of the nohle lady, IIerruentrude, leaving hy will to the 
church of Dondies, in t}IC tliocese uf Paris, her oxen, ploughs, and carts, and other 
implemcnt", of labor, and al:;;o a quantity of land, as well as certain vestment;;, to 
the church of St. Denis, and others to the brethren of Dondies. t That great woman, 

\denc, wife of 
tephen, Count of Bloi:-:, who governed his territories after his 
death ill Palestine, amI with whom I ves de Chartres u
('d to corres!>on<l, besides 
Iler liberality to many churches and convents, conferred such benefits upon :\lar- 
montiel's, a::; tu be styled in its title deeds, "majuris monasterii amatrix ferventLI.j- 
sima." 
.A German traveller describes a charming scene in iI1u
tration of the affection 
of women for the ecclesiastical offices, when relating tbe return of a young Span- 
ianl, 
\ntonio, to his hlther's hou:-,e, near Cordova, after an absence of ten years, 
where lIO one recognized him hut his sister, the mu::,t beautiful maiden of .Anda- 
lnsia, and of the world, as her brother Esteban says, and an angel besides. After 
the most affectionate embraces, and the tenderest entreaties, wbile a thousaml 
qu('
tions were about to be a
ked re
pecting kindred amI friend:.;, Dolores, for such 
was the maiden's name, having pr<,pared refre:,hment to set before her hrother, 
sudùenly asks ]lis permission to leave the houFe. ",rhat, dear little sister, al- 
ready? " asks Antonio, "beforc I have spoken ten word::; will you go forth?" 
Y ('s, for it was the moment to repair to the cathedral for m
s, and the angelic 
danghter of Rp:Jin, the mild and gracious bf'ing, at the 
ame time mystical 
and gay, willuot 1'uffer even a brother's }O\-e, and the joy of receiving him after 
1'0 long an absence, to interfere with the duties whieh 1'he owes to heaven. The 
long-lost brother accompanies her. They pass through the 
IoOl'ish arch of the 
cathedral tower into the court of oranges; one of those spots the memory of 
which ever remains with the wanderer, to shed a glowing and delicious light of 
phantasy over the darkest ways of life; the whole air of the place is embalme(l 
with fragrance, and in the centre is a dear fountain; some cypress trees, aud two 
lofty palms are growing near it. Three sides or" the court are composed of walk.:, 
a(lornOO with l\Ioori
h al'che:-:, and a tower; the fourth is formed hy that wood of a 
thou
and pillars, each of a different marble, adorned with a wondron
 workman- 
'-hip, constituting the cathedral, the na\'e and choir of which is in the Gothic 


* Annal. Cama1duL Lill. XYIII. 


t Lebeuf, IIist. du "diocese de Paris, VI. 61 
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st,yle, being 
l1ITOIIUdl"d with a I11UltiUIlIp of dlapel.., ,'uriellt'd with ducicut a....- 
bt':-'llll' mo:--aic:" alld tl1e chuÎt.'C:,t paintiugs of a Cc....peùC:>, a Cano, n 
Iurillo, anù 
otlll'" ma:,ters. JIt'n; knelt do\\ II Dolort'S Lt.fi)ro thl.. altar, amI it WJ.S not until 
bt'r brother had \\ aÎt(',llollg iu the court cOII\"l'r:-,illg \\ ith othl'r )"OUllg nu'n \\ ho 
wet tl1ere, that 
he \\ 
l'; prqmrl'tl to ri:-,e :11)(1 follow him. * 
.. In PClrtu
al, in the upper rallks of life, fl'male piety :uul pra<'tic'11 rl'ligioll, 
nre 
illgularl)' eon..pi('uou:--." It i..; an EngIi...h trJ..\gelll'r who wolke::; this remark. 
,. .\mllllg ladies of ranI..," hc cOlllinUl'';, "the <"Ìaaracters of 'Iarlha urul :\Iar)" arc 
1)(",clutifully LIl'nJcd; fi)r e\"en (1 ur
)g tIll' illtl'rvnIs of ('oll\'crs:ltion, whil..t their 
].:1IHIs art' Im:--ily l'mphy('(l in knittin'" mid N'\\ in... fUI' tIll' poor, theil' minds aud 
lam'ts ure (.vi,Il'llIly l'ngagl.tl in lIlt'tlitatioll mill pmyer. In this thcre is no a1'- 
pcaralll'C of ul1l.'l.t.ation, 110thing obtrusi\"(', or otherwi...c unplm::mt to tlm:--c who 
are I piously inclinl"(1. Thc)' u:,...i:..l at 111 a""" (,Vl'l")" morning. ('onuuunicate 
twire:1 wl.'l'k; tll(')" al'c rt.ligious without hig-otr)", pious uithout o:,lcutatioll. .\. 
Purlu
ue
c family l"eali7Á's all lilY i,lt'a..., a 11(1 ('mbodies ull my notion
 of dOIDt>stic 
h:lppiIH'-";. It i
 the mu:!ic of th. 
ph('n',;; it is the harwuuJ aud lovcline:--s 
of uaturt:. t 
It wa., a tluestion \\ iÙl phih,..opllt'rs (luring the 
("hllla
ti(' :lg"=", on which i-ilIe, 
1x>h\ ixt tllc t\\O of hUlllan 
in,I, lay tIle grcatt':-,t ...in in the event which first 
brought guilt into the \\l)rhl. Pdcl' LOlllhanl, the llIa..tl'r of th(> s(>utelll'(''', 
3)'
, 
" that tht' woman ...illllt'c.1 a
ain")t hers(.lf, awl h(>l. ueighbor, and God; but that 
the man 
innl'C.l only agaiu
t him:--c1f anll (;,)(1; for he :-t"('II1S tl) ha\ e complietl, 
wi:--hing rath(>r to risk all, than leave his cOll1p.1I1iou to Iwrish alone. Thc WOIll- 
an, thereforc," he 
Y:', h 
inm'(l 1110..t, antI ('on"''q,U'ntl,y her punii-hlllcnt was the 
gl"l'ah'r. In tlolore pal'it...; filio:o.."! On the other han(l, I:--i,IOI'c and II u
o of St. 
'Tictor (,'OnchHh', that .\()am siunCiI more than E,'c, Lccalè) hc binn('(l aft<>1" more 
deliberation, :lml having 113<1 more entl'lH.;(ed to him.
 Though St. ..\lIgustin 
t;3ys, that .\lIam's jlHIgn1l'nt was 1I0t de('eivt"l in follO\\ ing Eve's 
llh'i,'(', hut that 
he 01)(')'('(1 a 
ocial u('(
.:--.,itJ.1I 
\fter all, ;-)l. ,John of the crtkl.S cOllles to the CIUl- 
elusion that the woman t-ilUH'd in f-OIllC 1"(':--p'd thrOl:hh ignorance, bt.'Causc
h(' W:h 
srouc('d 31111 d('(.'C iv ell , whil,. ..\.dam's fall \\"&15 wor:-e "for ..\da1l1 wa.. I)U(, 
se<luced," 
a)"s the npo
tle;" ".\.,1am kncw amI will('(1 his misfortune:-,.:'" '. 
But whatever diffi'n'Ill' of opinion may have c",i
tt'(ll1pon this p )int, and what- 
ever be the cau
e of the phcnowena, wlH'tht'r natural, nri:--ing from the fact notiool 
by }\[OOca, tlmt "a woman is Lorn to tl'ar:-.,"tt or whethcr it procced from a more 
('
l)('cial grace, in recompen:-.e of their early affection for .J l':,us Christ, all ßlt'll 
becm to have been cquaIl)" conyincHl of the 
upercmincnt piety, and i-ingular re- 
ligious merit of the female sex, under the influence of faith in the mystery which 
rt,,)('pmro the worlJ, and in 
ubmis...;i\.e obedience to the Catholic Church, the 


* Huber Ski/.zell BUS Spanien. t Letters to Ornsiu8 on Portugal. 
% llugo tic 
t. Victor. Tract III. c. 6. I Dc CIV. Dt i. XIV. 1 L 
11<. Tile obscure night of tile 80U], XXII. tt Lurip. 'tell. tl2ü. 
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mothf'l" amI mi:;tr
 of the meek, and the fountain of justice to the human race. 
...i."he a:5siduity of women, in repairing to the Churches, i,; not a phenowcnon 
which Jatcs from the period of the decline of faith, as some modern travellers 
through France are inclined tosuppo:o;e. In the 
\ct:iufthe.Apostle:o;, \\'Iierethere 
is mention of the oratory on the banks of the river near Philippi, we read: "Et 
8cJentc:-; loqueoumur mulieribu:-" qnæ convenerant."* 
In primitive times, so JUany wOlUen al)(1 slave'3 embmced Chri:;tianity, that it 
was made an ()('casion to revile the Christian religion, as if !'ueh men alone had 
courage to preach their doctrine, and as if women alone would listen to it. Thus 
we see on an an('ient gem, an ass ('lothed in a toga, preaching before t".o WOIIJf'II, 
who seem to listen attentively; and this is supposed to be a satire on tllO:-;e slaves 
who em]eavored to eOl1Yert the women of their master's family. St. Jerome, 
writing to 'TigiIantiu
, amI mentioning the prof(mnd awe amI 
rupulou:i r('\'el"- 
enee with whieh he al ways entered the Churches, acIds, "Y oumay, perhaps, laugh 
to ridicule the weakne
s of women. I do not blush to pos:-:e...s the faith of tho:-'c 
who fil'
t beheld our Lord after his resurrection, who were 8ent to the apostles, 
and who are commended to the holy apostles, in the mother of our L')rd amI 
Saviour. You feast with the men of this wurld ; I will filst with women. "t 
The ilJ
cription near the shrine of St. Charles of Borromeo, in the cathedral of 
)'IiIan, particularly states, that the holy archbishop had, in an e
pecial manUel", 
commended himself to the prayers of the devout female sex; which is the epithet 
that the church always applies to thf':-'p,- the tenderest, and often most heroic of 
herchildren. The virtues that characterized wompn peculiarly during tIle mitldle 
ages, would be an inexhaustible theme for the historian, or the poet. I cau only 
pa.;:s hastily before them, keeping in view their relation to the interior' life of 
families, a.s constituting part of that jU5tic(:>, for which the human race thir:-ted, 
which was given to be the consolation oÎ its pilgrimage, and the recompen.:::-e of 
ib faith. 
Xevertheless, there was an ill
titution pxisting without this sphere, which though 
external, produced too g."eat an influence upon the domestic manners of onr :.Ulce:-,- 
tOI':-" not to be considered as a suhject for our present investigation. I alJude to 
the cOß\"entuallife of nuns, who:se example and instructions, both from their hav- 
ing pre
ided O\'er the early edueatioll of daughters, and from the nece:o;:-,ary COI1- 
uection which bound 
o many to the brethren, and other relati\'es, who cOlltinue(I 
in the world, mu
t have at all times, exercised 110 inconsiderable influence upon 
the character of society in general. OriginalJy, indeed, this influence came from 
within. AbeiIJard, in two letters lo Heloisa, respecting the duties of their monastic 
!::It ate, show!', that nuns are only dp:-,cendant;; of the holy women in the primitive 
church who accompanied our Lord and his 
\p04Ies; and that the monastic iu:,ti- 
tute is only a mode of perpetuating tho:,e congregations of virgins and wiòows who 


* Cap. XVI. 
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thpJ) }w}tl t'o disfin
ui...hc(l a rank. Tim..; S.. Julia, in th,.. third c<,ntllry, is namcd 
in the old hi:o-1Ur)', :::;
Ulctimoniali:o:, amI d. criLt'(I n'i Imùiug:L holy, rdigiou-; lifì, 
at Troycs, ill the huuse of hcr f:.HII('I", \\ llcl"c 
lae j'cmaiJl(.'t! 
t'chult,(1.* 
TIlt' deacollt.:o::o:t'
, for who..;(' ordination thl're wa:i an ('xprp
 offiec, wpre pcrpet- 
lIat('d in the dlllreh IIlltil tilt' uinth ("t'ntur)', if uot c\"cn to later timt':-..t Their 
Ol'i
ill, a..; that uf the n'clu..(':o:, lHay 1 'ca:-.il). t 1 lli."t'(! tu tluJ"'e })iUt1i \\ omen among 1he 
JC\\
, aUJongbt "horn \\:Si 
\.11llJ., ùallghtt'r of Phalluel, (jf the tribe of _\:,('r, who 
for m:1I1)9 )"('a
 (ll'})al"t('(luot from the {('ruple, H'r\"ill
 God (by awl uh
ht, in fa...t- 
iug- :uul pr:l)'cr, alill \\ 1m (lc*r\'('(l.lo LdlOhl the illf:lIlt )h':-:o-iah.! The illflut'llec 
of the religious ('OlIlmlllliti('s uf women upon th' lU:umers allJ gl'lJl.ral tone of 
Focidy, "a' commlluica1t."l1 thruugh many dlanllel..;, of whic'h th... '\lllc:ation uf 
daughters was, 110 douht, t.llle of thc llild l'fficaciuu
. Ðanle 
holds COlbtau('c ill 
l'ar:uli:o-l'. \\ ho had becn tal..pn from 


"TLe p]cßnnt. c1oi!>t.cr'8 p.L]r," 


to h(,<-'Ome the \\ ifè of tlH
 Emp(>ror ITl'nry tll(, ::'bfh. 


"From whom 
 ilb Tilll{nC'e w(lre torn 
The uiutJr (o1ds tlmt sh:u}c(I Lcr f,air },TOWII. 
E'cn when 
hc to the worM ugain "11S hrought, 
In "pltC of her nwn 
 ill fillll1wttcr wont. 
llt. nnL fllr Iha1 thc UUbOW'S iuwurù veil 
Did Ðle rcuouDcC."
 


Tn an rorl
9 aN}l1aintal1(,p "ith the ('onvcnt, much, indeed, that <listingui..:l)('(l 
tl.1" chara('t('r of women in the middle ages must he m.cribed, for ('\"('1) WhPll 
((lueati,m h:Hl not 1)('(,t1 rcct'i\"('(1 tlll'r(', ()('t.'a:o-ional yj:,it
 h:ul Le('n made to tIll' d,'- 
"out I'i:o-ter:-. The mai(lel) of the ('a...tlc klH'w what was the san('tit
9 :lntI J)(':1('e of 
the :-,ecluded cloistrallifi., and hCHCC that id('..l form (If virtue ,,
 l'IULalmed in 
hel' imagination, amI impr":O-"'l'<.l npon her lleart with an ct<'rnal IHt'mory. 
St. Odilo, the fifth ahbot of Chilli, 
ay
, that it wonltl rN}uire tlu' IWI) ofa <::t. 
.Tf'rOnH' to de
eribe the ('mpl'(':"
 ..\llc1aida, who d('..;('I'\"("} the f'ame praise as i:o: be- 

tO\\L.J on Paula mill )farce1Ia, Fabiola, Læt:l, aI](l Dcmetriadp....11 In faet, 1Uan
9 
iIlu<.:.trious qu("('ns ]in'(l a c1oistr:lllife upon the thron('. Such wpre the wife of 
Charlema1!nPjCullegolHl(..wifeofllt.nryflH.Fir:.t.killg ofElIglalUt ; ..\:;11('-;, wife 
of the ]
mperor ITt'nry the Thircl, wlw...c 1I10fl1('r wa-; lr\'ing ill the COIl\"C'nt of 
Frllctllara; Elizabdh, w.ire of the ]<
mperor .AlLert, fir:-t un'hùlIkc of 
\u...tria ; 
n:H1('
ont1p, \, ife ofClotaire ; 
\(1(}ël'(., \\ ifc of Chilp(>ric; n.ltildt', wife of CJ()\.j..:; 
:11111 .. \!!nes of Bohemia, wife of Frc.(lerie the &'('011(1. There wa..:, mOf('o\"er, an 
incid{'ntal mode of infhH'llee whil'h nun
 who inhabit('cl doi!'fer
 exercised upon 
the liff' of familj
, of which nn ('xamplc may })(' witn '.....:e<1 in the heautiful inci- 


· IJist. tIu Di, Ct" de Trn,p S -10. t (,!I'trlJon II:- . r1r 
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dent related in the life ofDn Guc..;cJin,who,whena hoy,owed hi
 fir
t encouragement, 
amI }>l'rhaps the :5CC(15 of his futlll'e grpatne..
, to the ('haritahle and IH'nignallt fI'
 
monstrance in his behalf, which his aUllt, who wa., a Bun ill a Iwi(Thborin." clui..tt'r 
b 0 , 
mad
 with his parent,.;, who were in the habit of de"pising :md ill-treating him; 
{or so moveJ wa.; his \'oun
 heart bv the look of lIlil<1ne:-:,.; of the nun that it ii 
.I.... 01 , , 
fo:ai(l, froll1 the same hour his whole character 
cellle(l changpd, amI he I)('('allle an 
ol
ect of as lUnch satisf.1.ction in his father's hou=--e, as he ha(l befc)re be('ll of di:-;-. 
gust and aversion. * In the Lord of the Isles there is a }>ara11el installce. 


"With surlden impulse forward sprung 
The page, and on her TIf'ck he huug; 
Then recollected instanl]y, 
His head he stoop'd and bent his knee, 
Ki:>s'd twice the hand of Isaùe1."t 


St. Luda, in the convent nfSt. Christina of the Sevpn Fountains at Bologna, ha(l 
been frt'qllent1y Been hy a certain nohle youth, as f:he kllelt at the grated window 
of her chamber, which luoked into the church. Perceiving the impre

ion whir'b 
had been made on this stranger, who appeared to come often to the con"ent for the 
pnrpose of beholding hel', she forsook the window, and contented herself" ith 
bearing Illass from the farthest l'xtremit.r of her cell, de:iil'ill:! to plea:;e I-lim alone 
who seeth in secret. The Jouth in tlt'=--pair dt'parted to a remote and bal'barous 
land, in company with the two thou
nd BoJogne:;e, who, in the year 11 no, went 
against the Saracens; and, ill the meantime, Lucia slept in Chri4. The Ch..i=--. 
tians being defeated, and the Jouth taken prisoner, he was required either to (lellY 
his faith, or to Buffer death. In his dungeon, the memory of her whom he had 
so often seen at the grate of the church in happy days came afresh to his mind, 
and he cried, "0 Lucia, virgin of Christ, jfthou canst prevail with our Lord, help 
me with thy prayers, and deliver me now ill this distr
." Ambrosius of\amaI
 
doli relates that the same night the youth found himself at liberty, that he r
 
turned to Bologna, carrying his chains with pious gmtitude, amI that he placed 
them devoutly npon her tomb.! 
So interwoven was the ideal of religious cloisterro. women with every kind of 
spiritual 
sistance, that there were families, if Jon will hear domestic anllal:." 
which believed that three mms always appeared ill :--owe part of the house hefore 
the death of any of their mernher:-" to give them salutary warning. This has been 
long affil"lue(l of one ancient family iOn the north of England; ana Cardan relates 
a tradition 
omewhat similar, re:--pe<'ting a nohJe hou..:.e of Parma.
 
The tl'avels of the nuns were another mode of communicating the 
intly in- 
fluence of the cloi:-,ter to the manners uf so('iet\.. "9hen St. There
a tra\'elled with 
some of her Illll1:-', 
he u..ed to carry a Jittle bell with her, to sound at the u:5ual hour& 


· Vie de Du Gnesc1in, les Vies des grand Capitains Franç.uis. t IV, 
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fOI" pm)"<'r ami :;;i1{'n{'(', n;;; if Ftil1 in thc m011 a...:tcry, an(l, (hiring tlu....c intprval..., 
the mule dri \lor:; alul eumlu('(urs of the wa
ulI"; ,,0111(1 1I('\.t'r a(i,ln.s... t hCIII. Ûn 
one <X'm"ion, a.. 
IH' tmvt'lh'd with thl"t>(' or fc)UI' IIlIn..: aftt'l. It';L,"ilig Tol('(lo, till' 
(,l"Owds that follO\\t't1 ht'I' m
ule it IH'('(' "';aI"Y t-onH'tinlt'
 to han' gllanl:i 
lt the door 
of tlae poor pt'o1'Il'\ hou:--t.
 \\ Ilt'n 
h ' ...to1'pt'(l rc)f .'t'fn.
llIIlt'lIt. The 11
'WS of her 
journ('y :--pn'ad bl.fore hl'r, alHI every UII,' \\
 amhitioui of the honor of J"('('(.iving 
IH'r Ulult'l. hi.. roof. ..\ rid. bhun'.', h('aring that ...h(' was to p:t..;'i throu
h hi", 
villagc, ornalllt'ntf'tl his hou..;(', pn'part'Cl a good tlinnel., amI a":
'lIIhl('tl all his fam- 
il)" ; II, evell colllded all his fluek:-o, that Tllt'rt'S:\ lIIi
ht hlt'
s tllt'm. .Ai ""he ("()ulJ 
not remain in that villag", tll' g
)(.l IaLorl'r ('ame out of his hou..., with nIl hi'i 
train, to n'<'f'in' hpr hI('
:,ing in the :-tn'('t. XOf wai thi8 int1tu'm'c ('ollfint.(l to 
tho
' \\ ho lx.lll'ltl tilt' eloi
tt'rt'tl t-i
t(.."'4 on tJwir jOUl"lu'y:--, or \\ ho I"l't't.in'(l thclII 
no.; gUt'..;t... illto theil' hou
'", a... they pa:,
't1. 'rhilc rt'maillin
 \\ ithill tll<' end..- 
.sur".., tlU' ('x:lmplc 31)(1 till' 1I11'mory of their ...andit)" pr(MIIH't'tluo I. 0 l.tfi-ct upun 
the mind., of till' pt'()plt.', than did their holy pr.l)"cr..; and faith in tlU' mind of( 
od, 
indu('in
 him to 
ho\\" IIU'I"('Y IIpon tho:,,(' who wt'n'lInit('(l with tlU'm in thc 1Il)":,tip 
homl of till' ('()Ulmunioll of :--aint:--. TIH'rt. m't' fi.w volun)('s of ('pi:'toJar)" ('()rn'- 

pmHI('m'(' ht.longÎ1Jtr tu thc mi,Idh. agt':-I, \, hi('h tlo not ('ontain proof ofthedneacy 
of thi... (.llalllwl for c,.ml1lulli('"dtin
 the illflUCllt'f' of the cloistcr to pcrsons who were 
in th(' \\"orlt1. 
\\\. rt':1(1 that no OI1P p\"<,r npproa('h('Cl Rt. CatlH'rilw of Sil'IJlla, without (lepart- 
ing a l)(.ttcr Iwr..;on. " ho ha... lIot 1U':ml of thl' 11I('(.k 11 ihh'g:ml, who tIr..w tlU' 
t'IIUI.t ufkin
.. to the p(':1('('(ul 
hort... of Bilwl'n'1'o poul, :Hit I \\ ho "as to:--o Ulan)" wan- 
derers on the \\ay nn ()(Jor of lifeml(l f.alvation? Xu ont' l}('('(1 he told oftlH'in- 
flu('n('(' whi(.h i... ('x(,I'ci
(.(1 in our a
re, 1))' any ilu1;yi(lual (.milU'ntly (li
tingui...hl'(J in 
a politi('al Of lit..ran' f'apaeity. "'(' 61)(1 th:lt IU' i:o. ('(HI
ulh'(l hy l)('r
ons from all 
countl"H'S of Euwp' . he ('ommi:-:--ion... ('lIng(.niall11im1sto (It'yclop or J"l.yolutionizl', 
accorJing to the p
t
iull.:) whidl UlO\"(' him at tl)(' timc, th . ill...titlltions which ha\'e 
pxi
tro in (li..:tant nations from th(' mh:--t r('mote antiquity. ".('11, (luring the 
midll1e agl'..., thf'rc wen
 1"'0 individuals who (,
('I"('i
('(1 thi!o. <,xtraordinal")" 1'riy- 
il('gl' ; hut \\ hat 
'llb Ularvdlou..: al)(l ilJ('r('(lihk, thou Th mo:-.t tl1lt', tlu....t' 1't.r:-ons 
\V('rl' :--aint . ; not nH'ft.ly 1('al"l)('(1 monh
, adillg 3:0. phi1o:",opher
 in tlae :--,ohools of 
their c1oi:,tcr, or a..., :,tat '.;;rn('n, 3:'" the Ulini
tt'r:-- of hillg:-; not 111('1"(.1)" (I()('tor
 alltl pon- 
tifl'.;, on tlH'ir ('hairs of ('('{'lp'iia:,tirnl (,1"lHlitioll, hut 
illlp1t. mai(lt'n:-- (1aughtt'f:, of 
till' p('()ple, ..;I)('phel"dt'..;:",(.
, al)(l 1IU11:--. "'hat di
nity of rail I... , what cminl'I)('t' of 
gcniu" what pride of l('arning. ditl not yi<,1d lowly and devout h()ma
t' to the 
meek IIildegar<l? Pop.. "tna..:ta..:ius wrih's to 1)('1', hi:o; 1.(.10\"('(1 d:mght<'1" in C'hri:,t, 
to lx'
(>('('h h('r pra)"cr:-; alld t IIO:'c of ht'f 
i:,t<'r..; Oil t hc 1Il001lltain of 
t. Roht'rt, near 
Rill
en. Pope Adrian write..; to hel' to (,01161'111 Iwr in hpf Jrof)41 r('..;olntion
 unto 
the ('nd. Pope EugPllc au(l 
\ l('xandpr th(' Third al..:o writt' to I)(.r. Arnol(l, 
..Ar('hhishop of ,rayence, writes to her, till' devout virgill alltl ahh('.;:"" lIot (Ioubtiug 
of till' 
ift..: of God, alld a:,king lH'r praYl'r..., that, h)' tllcil" a:--:"i:'!
lII(,p, hi... (bys 
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may pa:,s ill the fear and lo\'e of his Crf'atOl'. A multitude of bishop'! from a11 
countrie8, even from Jenlsalem, as al
o innumerable monks, philosophers, anc1 
Jearned masters from Ita)y and France, write to her in terms of humility, begging 
hcr praye.'s, and desiring to have the consolation of hc.' mystic and angelic saluta- 
tion
, to whom her answerR breathe a solemn strain of prophetic counsel, which 
announce, in no disguised language, the need of amendment in which some then 
stood. 
Thus, to Arnold, arphbishop of 
[ayence, r-;he says ""11(,rf'fore do you hi(le 
yom' fil<'C from God, as if in perturbation of your angry mind? :For r do not 
offpr mystic31 words from myself, but a('cording to what I behold in tha.t living 
light; so tha.t often what my mind does not desire, and what my will Jo
s nut 
seek, is shown to me in a manner which constrains me to see it." Her answers 
are always received in a spirit of humility and penitence. Rudolph, the bishop 
of Liege, writes to her as fol1ows: "In great distre!"s of mind and bOOy, I have 
desired to write to you, hecause I greatly need the clemency of God, whom I 
acknowledge I have offendecl and irritated by innumerable evils. Therefore, b
 
loyed sister, since I know that God is truly with you, I heseech your sanctity by 
his mercy, to stretch ont a hand to me in this <li
tress. TIe it your care, by de- 
vout prayers, to withdraw rue from negligence; alIll, in an:;wer to me, write what- 
ever has been shown to you from that unfailing and living light to awaken my 
sleep. l\fay the most merciful God grant that I may receive com;olatioll from 
Jour writings. and that hy the help of your interces:5ion, I may attain to the last 
mansion of eternal quiet." 
The rep])" of Hildegard was in these terms: "The Living Light Faith the 
ways of tIle Scripture are 
traight to the lofty mountains, where flowers 
exhale tlwir precious fragrance, aud where the sweetest wind breathers, hearing 
delicious odor, and where roses ana lilies display their beauteous fares. Fur a 
time, the mount had not appeared on account of the darkness of the blind, living 
air, and becam
e the Son of the l\I05t High had not as yet enlightened the world. 
Then came the sun from the east enlightening the world, and all the people be. 
held its !"plendor. And the day was very bright, and a sweet sound arose. 
o shepherdf', mourn and weep, for the mount is obscured with black cloud::;. 
But be thou a good f'hepherd, and noble in manners, and as the eagle gazes 
at the sun, so do you, and bring pack wanderers to their country; and bear a 
light to this worM, that your soul may live, and that you may hear that sweetest 
voice ftom the supreme Judge. Euge serve bone et fidel is. Therefore, 0 thou 
leader of the people, win a good victory, correct the erring, and dean::ie the 
beantifnl pearls from filth, that they may be fit forthe highest King. 
Iay God 
protect thee, and deliver thy soul from eternal pain." The Emperor Conrad 
write!" to Hildegard, and says, H Being prevented by the regal state, and harnssed 
with divers troubles and storms, we cannot see you as we desire, yet we will not 
omit letters, ""hich may paRS to you. For, as we hear, there truly ahounc1c;; 111 you, 
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the confession of the high<'!'\t prni
, hy tlw H:mptity of an inno('('nt life, amI by 
the grandeur of till' 
pil.it wondrou:-õly eoming upon you. fhercfè.>>re, though we 
lead a 
(>cI1Jnr 1 ift., we "
1:4 'n t ) you, we fly to 
 ou, amI JHllubJ)" heg the f:,Um'age 
of your pm.\er:l auJ exhortat.iollb, binæ w
 live far othCJ'wi
 than 
 \\c ought; 
but 
no\\ for ('('rf.lin, that in all your np('('!,:..ity, to the 1Itmo..;f or our power, we 
wi)) ('ntl,,:,,'ol" to 
CI'Vt" you Bnd your 
i,tc..
; tlll'n.t
lI"e I ('ollllllt'nJ to 
'our 
praYt'r,.;, 1II)'l'on al
>>, a..., '\elI as IUYSt'lf
 whu I hope" ilJ :o-nrvi\"c lUe." In rl'ph", :-.he 
8a)"S, "0 killcr, remain in Goc.), UUt) c.-a.-:t off the Jcforrujt)" uf Jour mimI, lSincc 
God pr . 1'1"\ 
 elll \\ ho k him pUl
ly and dl'\Ooutly. ::,0 hold your k int'tlom, amI 
:ullllini:-h'r ju:-tic.'t., that you may 1I0t 1H'('uIIIC un alit'n frolll the. up('rnal kingelolll. 
To you, tllt'n.fiH"e, 
ith Gotl Bt' corrt'C'h..I, that 
'on lIlay eOlllt. purifiul to tllU
t" 
tilll(" in \\ laid. 
'Oll will no longer blu:-h at Jour OWII action
." Philip, l'OUlit of 
Flawl('n.., \\ rit,. to her in ÙI
 
lJIe llUllJble tr-&1in, but \\ e lm\ e ulrrody t; 'f'lI his 
lettel" i II a for'mcl' Loul. * 
Of the holy ..t.('lu.....'S I mad IIwntion d
wh('re, when examilling the ancif>lIt 
chur('hf>" in \\ hi('h tht.ir t"t.lls 
lrn fOUtul, tIlt' illflUt'll<'t' of who...t' 
an('lity mu
t not 
be O\'erlookNI }}('r('. TIlt' pontifimt . of I I ugo, arehhisllOp of Pall-rmo, in the 
'e3r 
1170, wn.o; TcndcTl.'c.l .."lcbratf'Cl b
p t)a:.t hu])" :machon......., t1.. dl'light elml !-3fcty 
or Palt'rmo. Thr virgin RO
.lly, the darling uf cach hf'art, \\ 110 frmll ull the 
)'outh of Si('i)
', }"(.tir('(1 to wn.c Goel in tIlt' ",olituel(. of mountain gl"OttCH.'s, {'cho- 
ing to thc LiIlow'ð :-ollnd. 
prllng fmm Charh.magne hy the kill!;:; uf I tal)', 
dangllt
r uf SinniLaltI, bred. in thc ('ourt of 
Iargar('t, wife of King "ïlliam, I"he 
f('
ook the honors and p]l.aslIn.... of tit. world, and retired to a ('t\\'c ill the 
mountaiu:-, fir
t of QlIi!'ò{fuimc, Ulul thcn to Ereta, f'ommonly ('3.11(..1 PI'I'C'grini, 
Iwar Palermo. III the ('aVl'rns of c...!ui:--quilloo ",1... m:ule, as it wt'rf>, profi.:-:-õioll of 
the :llIut'horetic lif(., c:lrvillg on their ..ocky FilII', with hcr 0\\ n II:lm1, th' ,lin' : 
IlEgo Ro
lia Sinnihaldi Qui:o.e:Plimc (.t }tosarum domim fiJia, anJOre Dumini IJlt'i 
Jl'SU Christi ill hoc antro habitare Ù "CrE'vi." ''""hat liquitl (lelights Fhe .Irf'\\" JH're 
from God, what ('OIWt'r.;c !-he held with ('{,If' tial nlt :-o.';CI16,,(,1":', t'all hI' t'ulljectm.(.tl hy 
tlIOS' who know the rich lihl.rulity of .Tl'1'-U:" uf'l.'Onlilig to the promi:-.c uf un hun- 
dred fo1<1 in the Gospd, ulltl \\1.0 ha\"c IIC':ml a Il1aid('n'
 sigh for solitlldl ' all<l 
hmven. Th.. 
'cnr of her c1cath is lUa .rt.nill, but lacr l"clJ.J&1ins \\crc dil'co\"el"l.(1 in 
th.. )""a.. 1621, eluring the pluguc, in a M\Ye un :\[ount EI.<'ta, 11I](1e-1' a hl1
c "'feme, 
which had uftl'1I haffil'cl thc ('xprtion
 of thc ('uriuu:o.. On thiÞ o('('a
ioll, ho\\e\'er, 
ha\Oing grcate.r pn':-l'\"CI"1Ul('t', tht'Y !oouI'('pf'(ft.(I, \\ ith l"{'pea1<..'(.1 strohl'''' of iron hal'!'!, 
iu hreaking throllgh it, \\ lien tllt'Y founJ the hon. of the virgin Ro...aJin ; f:.Jlin
 
on their knce:" tl1<')" ki!'
'(l the 
3('rf>d rf>lies. TJpoll npplying, IIO\\"e"'('I", to 
Janncttino Doria, the holy ar('hhil-'hop, Ill' TPfu"f'(l to Jla\"t> t)WIU l'>"poSCc.l to public 
veneration, until the archivc
 of Palermo, the ('Ulistant tradition, amI the ('on
cnt 
of the citizens were f(mnd to agn>e in te..;timon
'. It \\:18 in tJI(' mouth of.January 
that the;e OO11c::5, a:i gPlUs of paralli!07e, \\erc borne un tll<' ..huulller:i of the fir.4 IJU- 


· Chr,'nic" IIir::'\:lll!..ÍcfI",i... I. 
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Lility through the 
treets of the capital and pla
ed in the cathedral, where a marble 
ill
l'riptioll recurdetl that ::;hc bad Let'll the lUl'all:OÒ, umier divine Providence, of 
pl'l':oòerving the faithful peuple, as a multitude of ruiradæ atte
t('d. Iler festivals 
were afterwards celebrated on the 15th of July alld on the 2nd of S<'ptpmber. 
She is represented in manyanciHIt paintiug:--, in different churches of Sicily, in 
the habit of an anacbore:5s, having a cro"s and a book in hel o han<1.* 
At Lyons, from the tim
 of St. EUl'heriu:oò, there ha(I alway!' hC'en devout wom- 
en, who, under the lIame of redu:,es of St. 
ral'Y 
Iagdall'n, of :-;t. 
Iargu('rit
, 
and of St. Helena, 
hut themsel yes up in diffen'nt part!' of the city, "pending 
their days in perpetual prayer, and receiving their food only through a window. A 
certain quantity of corn had been always set apart from the archiepiscopal granaries 
fvr tllf'ir support. "\rhen Raymond the archbishop," as the ancient documcnt 
f'ar', "being ill informed, and at the sugge
tions of some who had not God he- 
fore their t'yæ, ordained that this allowance should be withheld in future, the re- 
cJu
cs relllon
trated, and hi:, ..;tH'ces.sor, Guillaume de Thureio, in the year 1359, 
rcstor<,ù that ancient custom, ob;:,erving, in hi..: reply, that they were public bene- 
factors, in praying always ft)(O the archbishop
, for the holy church, for the city, 
and for all the people." Barald de Lanieux, seigneur of Iseroa, in 1374, left a 
certain :-;um in his testament to each of ihe
e pious women of the city and suburhs 
of Lyons. Oftl\(. eleyen ancient reclu:o'eries, the ruins of three, olle near the wal1
, 

lIlother in the vineyard of St. 
Iartin, and another, ("ailed of St. Clair, near the 
TIhone, were to be seen when Paradin wrote his history.t Frequently lhe re- 
e1u:-,es of the middle age were widows. Thus in the Nib<'lungen pOt'm, Kriemhild, 
aftct. the death of Sifrid:-:, takes up her resitlence I1mr the cathedral of"
 orll1:-:. 
Bef()re the beginning of the war against the I111n
, the mighty count Ulrich lived 
at nuckhorn, on the lake of ("on:;tance, with his wife, 'Yendelgard, niece of the 
empemr Otho 1., in a happy and blesse<.l union. Dreadful was the shock of this 
noble lady when intelligence arrived of her husband having faHen in battle against 
the Hnn
. To con
ole herself in this calamity, she went to St. Gall, and fixed her 
habitation near St. l\Iangen's church, received consecration from the bi
hop, and 
under the guidance of the blessed 'Viboracl, devoted herself wholly to works of 
virtue, with the intention of becoming a recluse. Every year she went from St. 
Gall to Buckhorn, to honor the memory of her noble lord with a festal anniver- 
8ary. Once, as she wa:; thus with hel o own hands distributing alm=--, a poor man 
demanded eagerly a garment, and 8pizing that which she offered, pulle(l h('r to- 
ward::; hi m...eI f with it, and kissed her. 'Vellllelgard, astonished mHI afflicted, di- 
rected her 

rvant;; tù punish this am1aciou:i b<,
gar, when lo! showing a certain 
scar, he cnablt.tl her to discover in him hel' count Ulrich, whom she had thought 
dead. The histor\" relates that "
encl('lçrard \\"a.. immediatelv rei'tort>d to him, 
, h . 
after the monks haù tlcclared 11er eonst'cration null.t 
.Sici1ia Sacra, T. p. 101. t Paradin Hist. de Lyon. Lib. II. c. 80. 
t l1òef"u8 vun 
\rx Geschicl1te des St. Ga)]en, I. 225. 
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The fate of ""'ihorad, her hoh' in4ruptr, ,...., wa" singular and ruB of pity. SIlt' 
alone {ell a victim 
'11l'1l ill the year 9
5, tilt' lIun
 fir:-,t ('all}(' to 
t. Gall. Every 
, ' 
one l'l
e had fh,'(J. The pa!ran:-ò :-ÒUl)pu:-;p(1 that tl)(,l"r wao;: a trl'a..ure 'oncealed in 
her ('('11, and a" th('\" could find no door, thf'Y 
ntereJ it through the roof, and 
finding only the poor r('('ln..(' at hrr l)l.a\'l'r
, th('\" 
trllC'k Iwr l1I'al1 with 3 halh(>rt, 
inflicting a wound by which 
he LIed to dl'ath. Co "
ihorat1 a pa
ani
 occil-'a." .:ays 
the ('at,logue of the monk
 of bt. Gall. "\\ïhurad mai'tymzata (.",t," 'ay the An- 
ual('" IIq}id:mni. 
h(> wa.. horn ill Krillgnoll in ..\.rgovia; she had learnCtI from her 
hrlldll'.', I fitto, to r('peat tilt' P
alm:i ill Lltin, had m
ule a pilgrimage to Rome, 
anll oul)('r r('turn hadl
d a cloi:o.t('rat lift. with two mailh'Il
, in a hou..;t.' Ilillr the ca- 
thl"{lral of Omstalwl', 1I11(1(>r the in:-òtruetion of thl' 1"t'C11I:-'(' Zilia. \.fter fimr }"('ar
, 
she remo\'e<l to 
t. 
ran
('n'.. ('11111"('h, at St. ('=tIl, \\llt're, in 915, "hecau.. '(lhc
f'lf 
to he endo!o'('(l h
. bi
hop Salomon. ðhe !)a....ed her time in pra,}"er, weavmg cloth, 
:uul gÎ\'ing in:-,truction... to peNon
 of all c1a"
, who r(>ganl(>(l her with vcllt....ation j 
to whom ",he n.;ed to :'l)(,:lk through her little window, exhorting th('1Jl to Jove \"ir- 
tUI
, am! nvoill :-oin. E..p('('ially ...he emplo)"l'l.llwr:-;df in guiding th(> pious \\Offi- 
('J), who came there for thr pnrp( . of 
'Oming 
ither re
Il.LSC:" as the noble virgin 
Ha:'l'hihl, or nuns, n.. Iwr two maill
, ß('rtrm1a and GeLella, l.)r cOll
ccrated widows, 
a.. tIll' ('onnt('.... \\ ('1)(1t'lg:1rl1. Afh'r ('iglat (lays the hOlly (If till' hl(':.::o-('c1 woman 
was eomlllittl..1 to the (.arth, the whole community of the doi:,tt.'.' a:,:.:i,..ting. She 
,,
 n>g".lnl (1 imm('(liat('ly as a mart)'r, allll ..\ }'hot Engdlx.rt pn.";(,'ri1)('(1 that her 
anJHVf'r,'u'y should be celebrated at Sl :\[al)"8 dmrrh, which order waq confirmed 
hy Pope Clement 11., who e3110nlz('() h('r. In later tim{ 
 a chapl'l wa"l ('r('('ted 
lIm1er her invocation nmr that church, .uul Rl.haplaill appointl'll tn :--prve it.* 
Th(' nam
 of Jllany rt'<'lu . .. occur in the chrollid('s ('f th 'it'nth Cf'ntuI"Y. Kf'r- 
hiM, the aunt of 
t. :Kotker, ßf'rtrad, the young widow, (;i,..(.la, Diemut, l\lal- 
gard, Ina, G,)tplilllb, anll oth(>r.;;, many of whom aU:lilu..} to a 
"f':lt agt', f()]}0\\"('t:1 
thi:-; mode of life. K('..hil(l continued ill Ilt'r ('('n fifty-:"i
 Yt.'ar:.: Bt.rtrad twenty- 
two year
, antI Gotc1imJa is dt'Ñ'ril){'(1 as hcillg a very acr(',l pt'uiÍl'lIt.t "ïth what 
afI'C('lion the Germans :-.till ding to the ffit'ffiOry" of tIlt' J"('(.lllilC3, rua)' be witnp....ecl 
in Tiek's affi'Cting tragedy, entitled tile liff' anll dlath of tIle holy Gl'nove,'a, 
who had l>el'n wif(' to count 
i
fri('d, a warrio.' l1Iult.r (,harl(':.: )[art..}; the (':lve 
which thi:-; I"aint inhabit{'cJ in thc fi,re..t m'ar 6\nderuach, ilia)" :-:till hc :.:('{'u. Cer- 
tainly the c:l\"ern of St. Ro:-oalie, Oil th' Sicilian 
hUl'e, and the mounroin where 
G('J)f'vi(\\'e tended hel' flock, are, in tlI,' icl('
 of evcry Catholic P()('t rmhalnwd 
with tile fragranC')" of hl'a\'ell. Th(' lif(' of the holy Doroth('a i
 rt'('on1t..1 illlld:til 
by th(' historian of Pru
!'ia; ns forming olle of the mo..t intere....ting ('piNK} 'S in the 
annal
 of that nation.! \t hf'r ('arnl':-t ('ntre.lty, 
1I)(1 hy ('nn
nt of th,' hi:;:hop, 
in thE. church of Sf. ,John 3t 
rnrienw(>m('r, 8 cel1 W8 Q huilt, into which, on the 


.. 1lth.fons von Arx Ge
hicht.. òes ::)t. Gallen, I. 216. 
t Voight. GE'schkhte Prenssens. V .617. 


t Eckeluml in Lib. ßened. 154. 
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!'ecoJHl of :\Iay, in tIll' year I;W:3, St. Dorothea was admitted as a rec1us(', where 

h(' wa..; cndu;o;ed by her confe

or, Jollll of 
Iarien werder, alul then> she !-'pent the 
re4 uf her life in constant prayer and meditation, every day recciviug our Lord 
in communion, find speaking to no oue without permi:-;siou, till the night uf the 
t wenty-!Ûxth of 
T nne, in lhl' Yl'ar 1394, when 
he departed in gn.at ))e:lce, and 
jo;weetue
s, to the cmLraecs of her hea\'enly !-'pou
e. Then after three days, the 
cen wa
 opened, aJHl her body transrorted with great solemnity, by order of fhe 
bishup, John ofPumerania, tu the cathedral uf
Iarienwer(ler, where it was huried 
under a pompous tomb, at which innumerable miracles \V<,.'e immediately wrought, 
as a ('1"0\\'(1 of contemporary authors attest; so that multitudes of 
ick were carried 
thithc.' from distant lands to be healed, and whither an innumerable host of de- 
vout pilgrim
 always streamed on her anniversary, to offer up their prayers, and 
to revere her relics. * 
The historian of the Teutonic order, concludes his fifth book with this account 
of Sto Dorothea, anù these are his last WOl'(I
, "In the evening of this celltury 
whieh had so often beheld the soil of Pl'u::;::;ia and Lithuania, dyed with hlood, 
devastated by wild war, laid waste by fbme:::., by plunderer:-; and slayers, and fill- 
ed with lamentation 31Hl woe, over this wild and fearful scene f:tands the form of 
he holy penitent, as a con!"oling and lofty vision of eharity and peace." "She 
lived in the memories of men," to u!-'e the words of the grand master. Konrad VOII 
Jnngingen, "a
 a patron against calumny, a 1H1r:-;e of piety against sonow, a light 
of the holy chnrel), an oil of merc)' ; to the frigid a fire of charity, and to the dead 
in corporal and spiritual miseries, a refreshing and reviving joy." The sulemnity 
f)f:ln e('desiastical origin was not essential to this mode of life, which wa" f(mnd 
to yield fOuch enjoyment
. )Iargaret Ruttegerin li\.ed as a recluse in her own 
house and garden at St Gall, and obtained from abbot Henry I"\"., an order that 
on her death the church shouM take care of this house until some other woman 
f'hould announce an intentìcn of becoming a recluse, to whom it wa... to he conceded. 
In the ele,'enth century these recluses began to live no longer in 
olitl}(le, but 
tl1r('(', Eix) or eight together, in enc1o
ureR !'tyled ('lo
e
, near monasteries or chur- 
('hes. In the twelfth century, the daughters of peasants, who had not a
 much 
fa('ilitr for being received into regular cloisters, began to adopt in great num}wrs 
thi
 manner of life, and to inhabit hnts in woods, or on the pomts of r()('k
, OJ' in 
<1e('p Yalley
, and funds were l('ft by d('\,o11t persons f<)r supporting them. t Thus 
at St. Gan then' were tll(' close of St. 
Iangen, the c1o!'e of St. John, the close of 
St. Toergen, the clo:;e of St. L('onard's church, and the wood l"1'1I of Hnndtohd, 
inhahib'd by wood sisters: at Pfteffel's there were similar closes and cells as at 
must othe.' places. 
It is time now to inquire what \Va..; the Ol'iginal suurce and principle the- 
clumnels and opemtions uf which we have \\'itnp
st"d? ""hat wa
 the pLilos- 


* VOIght. GcsclJichlc PreusseDS, V. 676, 


t Chronic. J3crtllOldi CoustRUl. ad an. togtr 
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opl&il'31 i(h':l tl.at pn
iclpc] 0\'('1' tlU' ill!'-titntionc; oftlw ('loi:-::('l":tl Iifi'? 
t. ("hrr- 

04orn \\ill tt'll you that "it \\a... :--illlplY:ln o],"t'I'\"arion (If dU' grm(c'r 1'rL'(.....lol11 fu:"- 
1II
IH'c1 h.\" that 
tatC' wl.i(.1t ('ut utI' hy th
 root all human cli:--tnrhalH't.
, awl ('nahlc'Cl 
the ::>oul to appl)" .,11 it tat'ultit.
 to the thill;
 of l
otl."* 1 Ipll('" in tho U(.t-i of tilt, 
:ReoPrli('tin..." in theniuth t'Cl1tury, \\0 read of ho..pi<'t":i beiug crect...1 forllumarrietl 
men n... \\l.1l a-; fc,r "i(Icm.... ""riters of a ("t'rtaill da......., in 1ll()(ll'rn tinh'''', :1t'C' \"tory 
i(HIigualJt that the Chur(.h :--1,oulc1 ....:mC'tio(l an iu..titutioll whil'h .ullllit:J of tlwn: 1,1'- 
ing' maillell-i, wlw Ly their 0\\ n l"hoil'c are 


.. For 8) e to he i
 ,;Iuu]y clni..tcr me" ',I 
Chanting fnfuL 11\ mns to the ('nM, fruitlcss moon/' 


Rllt impartial hi...tori:II1'; ,u"C ohli
t'(l to pay a trilmlc' IIf admiration to that (mler 
L,y UU'dll
 of which 
uch a multitude of 1I0LIe illtt'lligl'u(,t,:.:) were ahle to ('Ok!:) '('rate 
thelU
d \.
 iu :--0 Illau
' \"ariou
 wa)'.. tl) ('''t'ry 'rvi("c that c'Jn pxalt anrI (..m'iolc 
the human ra('t', '-onlt' in :",olituc1t. allel :--t.du..ion taking I"('(ugt' in tIlt' inlllll'n:o'it.\, of 
Go,I, ot!.eb I!lakillg Yow... to :a..:--i..t tilt' poor', tn tt'(HI tlu>l"i('k, to (
ll1t';ltC'ol1tll:III:>: 
nur have th('..e ht't'n \\antillg to om' till1t
 philo..oplU'..
 whn cnulcl cIt'fi'lltl with elo- 
Cjuent IX'Il
 from the hrutal 
l'ot1;.. of tIlt' :-,.If-:-õ(ylt'(1 ration:al bClwol, tlao.. .11(1). ctlln- 
IlHlllitiC::i, \\ here the daughtcr
 of the pour, alollg with the 'Iontmort'I1(.i..., t 11
 Dnur- 
b()n
, amI the ('olHil:.., may follow the ('"aml)lt> of tho
 illn...triou
 HOlJ1an bc1il''Ò, 
('(>Ichr:th>tl by 
(. .Jt'rUIII(', \dlU \\ere .re-.('('mll'll frolll ,fJ(' S<'ipioi awl the Emilian 
iHuuJ, aH(1 devoto thl'lJ1:",dv
 in lwae' to the ol
l'Ct of their imnu.'II:-' , c1..:,il'c'. The 
nun of the mi(Idle agc'i wa:J nuL U ,'ictim as IlllYIern \\ritcr... wuulclll'a(] lUc'n to 
"'lip..........,.. Ele:.mor:l, (laughtel' of tla. Earl ofRichmomJ, and the si!'oter of .\.rthur 
of nrirtauy, on Lcing comllliUJ(leJ hr her' f:dher to remo\'e from tlU' ('on\'t'nt tiC 
.Amhrt.
lmry to FOl1tl'\"nlult, hacl no other fpar hut that of h(.iug ohligecI to rpturu 
to the worl(l ; to ohviutc which danger, :-õlw took the 
olt'lIln vow:> before l...,,'iub: 
England. t Keither w' tou..h th. opillion of pt'r:,ull
 who remaincd in :,,(widy. 
Oh
t'r\"e the !òtyle in which Francis I)icu
 of '[irnndnla write
 to his si
tt'r, who 
is a 111111: U\\Y e rt:joi('(' in tIlt' LcmJ, .tt'art'...t :-õi:-:ter, and we contt.'mplate \\ ith amaze- 
[lwnt what go(t(1 thillg
 (fo(l hath done fi)r )'0111. bUill, who not only hath :--Iu)\\ II 
to JOU the way of perfection, but hath led 
"ou. as it \\ere, Ly the hancl, allli in- 
troclu('t'(J yoU" ithin the narrow (]oor. You have left brother:-" parent
, thl' wodel 
Bud all its blandi:o\IJlllents, and fled 113kf'd to tlIP t-t:IIHIanl of the cro:--:o\. 0 happy 
:-Ituls, to whom \lod hath given the will nfchoo:-,ing PO\..prty, that they may receiye 
an llllndredfolù in this life, I::)i:)ter
, and mother:" anù consolations im'ff."lhle, and 
in the future world an eternal ('fOwn of glory."! 
.\.nclnow methinks it will (,3:--t great light upon hi:õ-tory to visit one of the
e 
con,.enls of the middle age. 


* TractRt. de \ïr
initale. 
: JmU1. Fn\l1f'Ïs PirU!!. )[ir:md. Epist. Lib. IY. 


t Lnhineau IIi
t. de Bret. Liv. V 
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"Where peaceful rul('. :lnd duty frté 
'Valks han(l in hand with charity; 
Where (1ft (h.votion's tranced glow 
Call 
uch a giimvse vf heaven bestoVi. 
That the enraptured sisters see 
High vision and deep mystery;'- 


a pri ,.iJege not confined to the !-'i
ters of St. IIilda, if you will only credit the 'li:-- 
torians of Pru::iðia, who alte:-t that ;5t. Dorothea predicted the death of tbe grand 
lUa
t('r of the Teutonic Order, K:onrad Y" 011 ".,. allenrod, and the choice and fate of 
!lis 
ne("t':,sor,* or the ancient tradition which relates that St. Bridget warned pope 

t. Urban V'. not to pn)cee\l with his intenùed voyage fur the ::;ake of making peace 
between France awl Englanù, and tllat the event of his death irnmeJiately on his 
:lrri\"Ïng at .A vignoll, pro,'e(1 the more than human foresight which had dictated 
her cOlI1l
el. A few detached histories will show what was in general the object 
(If the:-;e foundation:;, and the character of those who accompli::;hed it. Queen 
BJanche, jn her eharter of f(mlu!atioH to the abbey uf::\Iaubui
::;oll, 
ays that she has 
tlesigned that house for nuns uf the Cistercian order, who may pray God for the 
f:ou1s of ...\.J phollso, I
ing (If Castille, ]ler father, and of EJeanor, her mothcr. 
.\.fter the fir:-:t ahbE>:-
, who was hut a 
impJe nun who h:lll been removed from the 
aLht')" of St. Anthony, at Pari:-:, almo:-;t all the ahbe
l:ie:-5 were women of high :md 
royal hlo()(l, ::\I()lItmor
ll('i:-:, De )[oney
, D'l vey:.;, D'Etoutcville:-:, De DintevilIes, 
D'
\.lIl1ebault:.;, and D'E:-:trée:-;. Loui:-;a-::\Iary, Palatine of Bavaria, Jaughter of 
Frf-'dt'ric l\? I
illg ufBohemia, having abjured heres)" in IG5t5, took the veil here, 
and b{>Came abbe

. She wa5 an atlmirable arti:-;t, all(lll
e(1 to pre:-:ent her holy paint- 
ings to the hou:-:e, and to the l)ari:,h clmrche..; of the neighborhood. Xothillg 
could exceed the magnificence of the Gothic chureh of this royal abbey of ::\Iau- 
buisson. Queen BJanche was burieJ ill the miJdle of the choir, under a tomb of 
bra..s, rppresenting her figure, amI cOlltaining eight Latin ]ines, the last of which re- 
corJs that she die(l a JllIII- 


"Tanta. prius. talis jacet hic pauper monialis:' 



Iathew Paris nwntiolls that 
he took the veil before hel. death, that her crown 
was plaee(l OV{'I" it, amI that l'ihe wa...; thus bllried.t So early as the year 670, we 
fintl a rieh 1a(l)' lI:.ulle(1 Chrotiltla building a (,Oll,'ent for nun:-5 at Bruyeres, in the 
diocese of Paris, antI 11el. niece becoming the first abbess.! 
Iagdalen Ta:5se, sister 
nfSt. Francis Xavier, after being in her youth lady of honor to queen L,;abella, aban- 
llullcd the l'uurt of Arragon fur solitude and the cr(ls
. She became aLbe
 of the 
com'eut úf 
t. Clare, at Gaudia, where she practi:oòed all act of heroic charity in 
her Ja:.;t moments, imploring an easy death for a :5ister, and the sufferings to which 
sue knew by revelation that sister had beeu destined for herself. Louise-::\Iarie de 


· Voight. Ge8chichte Preu8sens, V. 
* Id. IX. 2
6. 


t Leueuf. Hi
t du dio;ese de Paris, tom. IV. 188. 
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Fran<.'(', daughh'r of Lnui.. X Y., who took t1w veil il tr.t (;OIwent of the Carme-. 
lir..:-" at St. Df'lIi
, 11:-;<<'<1 O,ìl'lI II :o-peak of the happin,':O-"; of her condition In CUlli- 
pari..on with Ilt'r l
II'm('r t-tatt'. ".A.s we bav
 ('1I...tulII";' 
I)(' lb\..>d to 
ay, u
 h.ld 
the <.'ourt, hut tlw Jauf_'r w('r
 fa I' lIlon' 
everc thau the fin'lIll'r. In the ('v('ning 
at ti\"' I am now :o-UIIIIIIOII('II to prayer; fiH"lIIt'rly I hall to a..;
ist at play. 
\t 
ninc the bell calls me to matins; at Y('r:o-ailles, at that hour, I u:o-ed to he 
(':111<<'(1 to tilt' tllt'atrf'." It W
 a (rt."(pIcot l'u...lolll for huli.. to make retrrof.:) in ('on- 
Vl'IlI:-" whl'ft., some ('veil rl'lIlaiul"tl during their Ii,.... Henrietta )laria of Franc p , 
QI.Il','n of Engl:uul, fiHllldl.,1 a l'ou"t'nt of till' vi:o-itation at Chaillot, in which 
he 
. 
:-1H.'nt tilt' )"('ar 16.j.
. Loui
a, Palatine of B:w:u'ia, hel' lIi(.l.'C, (':une to lll'r th
r(', 
alltl remaiuC'tl a Yl'.U' edifYing all the communilY. le:ulinO' the life of a nun with- 
out having talcn the habit. Th ' LI
 haL..Ila, ...i:o>tf'r of ::;t. Loui:o., lived in a 

"parate apartment in th
 3hl)('
' of LoubrchamJ'''', \\ ithuut l)f.ing a profl...:"\..J nun. 
'1'\\0 prinl.'f'
--e" of tll(' blood, Blanche of Franee, fuurth daughter of PhilippI' Ie 
L)ug anti .Jane of Xavarrc, t1i,'(l in that hou..,', ha,'inc" taken tlU' veil. King 
Philip USl.'t.l frequently to vi...it thi ('OIl\"('lIt, anel loti I"" tlll'rt', in which also he 
(lil."tl, afi
r hi
 daughter had taken thp veil. \\11en Couan-l
gro
, }>..incc ufBrit- 
tauy, vi..ih'(l FouÍl'vl"ault wilh his mother, he 
3W there 
Iatilt1a of .Anjou, his 
cou...in, alrt.atly a wi<<low 1)(.fc)re tIlt' :lj!(' of twenty, who had re:o:ol\"ed thl'Il('(.forth 
to have no other 
poll:o-e hilt the
oll ofGotl.* Ddails of this kind 
h()who\\ the 
two livl:::I were intermixed, ond what Ull :!('Iion lUu
t have b('('n e"tercÏM.'i.I upon 

()('i('ty b)' the religious communiti. of \\ onll'u. The portrait of the noLle .\h- 
1>..,;-:.. of 
t. IIill1a, tlumgh hy a modern poet who too often 
uffeN the pnjlldict's 
of a t-('t.>t to (li
fig1Jre hi!i hi:o:toriC':lI picturl", ha... 
.) much re--;emLlauoo to the real 
char.lcter that it caunot be view{'{l without plea...urc : 


"The Abbess was of noble h]ood 
But car]r took the \"eiJ and hood, 
Ere upon life ahe cast a look, 
Or knew the worM that she rorsook. 
Lov", to hf'r ear, was but a nam" 
C'ornbint'tl \\ith vanity and 
hame; 
I1"r hopes, hef felns, her joys were all 
ßuunll,.d \\ ithin the cJoi
ter wan: 
AmI her limhition's highest aim 
T,) ('mulute 
'lfnt lIiJ(b's fame: 
For thi" Bhe 
'lve her ample dower 
To rnic:f' the convent's f'l\qlf'rn t )wer; 
For thi
, with carving rare finll quaint, 
She deck,.d the chnpd of the f>sint, 
And ;!:l\ e the rc1ique...hrine uf COlit 
""ith ivory and 
('m.. I.mhost; 
The poor 111'r Cf)lIvl'nt's bounty b]est. 
The ,iJ
rim in its halls found rest." 


· Lobincau llist de Bret. Li v. I V. 
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"r e have, howe\'er, a portrait of St. IIilda, from the hand of the venerable 
Bede. lIe 8ays, that "while abLe:-;s of the monastery of Tadcaster, bishop Aidan 
and all the religious men that were acquainte(l with her, were so taken with her 
wi:-odom, aud her affection to the ::>crvice of God, that they vi:-oited her often, had a 
grmt respect for her, and diligently instructed her in all good. lIeI' wi
dom and 
})rndence were ::,0 great that not only persons of an inferior rank re:-oorte<1 to her 
for counsel in thcir nece:3:-iitie
, but even kings anù princcs sometimes sought and 
followed her aù,'ice. Xor wa
 this 
en'ant of Christ, _\.bbess Hilda, (who for 
Iler extraordinary piety and grace was called mother, hyall who knew her) an ex- 
ample of life only in her own monastery; she also afforded occasions of 
ah-ation 
amI correction to very many living at a great distance, who had the happine:;s to 
hear by fame of her industry and virtue." 

Iabillon ascribes to the influence of St. Boniface what he terms "the singular 
ornament of his order," \"iz. the learning of the nuns who followed the Benedic- 
tine rule. "'ïllibal<1 de
cribes those of Britain as profound in the studies usual 
to men; and in Germany the same example was followed, so that of Chunihilt 
and Berathgit we read, ',yo aldæ eruditæ in liberali scientia ;" a))(l Lieha is describ- 
ed a" so devoted to study, that "excepting when at prayer, the Jivine page':i lJe,'er 
l\.ft he 1. hands." She h
Hl been instructed in grammar, and the other liberal arts 
at an early age, and she became in the end 1l10
t learned. Xay, the nun
 of this 
age followed the example of the monks in tran
cribing book
, and en'n in com- 
posing others. Those of the monastery of Eikers, in Belgium, heeame celebrated 
for theil'labors in reading and meditating, in writing and in painting. It i5 re- 
cordftl of the abbesses IIarlind and Renilù, that besides works of embroidery and 
wC'.lving, they had written with their own hands, the four Go
pe]s, the whole 
Psalter, and many other books of the dh-ine Scripture, which they ornamented 
with liquid golJ, gem
, and pearls. In an earlier age, it is recorded of Cæ
aria, 
Abbe
s of .ArIes, that "her nUIJ
, ha\-ing her for mistr(>
8, wrote out beautifully 
Feveml di\'ille books, during the time that was spent between psalmody and f."l
t- 
ing, vigils and readings." .A theme of general admiration in Germany had been 
the learning of Gertrude, and Hroswita, the nun of Gandersheim, who had been an 
admirable poet, and who sung in \'erse the deeds of the emperor Otho 1.* Gervaise 
remarks, that "the problems of Heloise, or the question:, on the sacred Scriptures 
which !o'he anù her nun..; used to propose to A.beilIard, prove by the choicc ofdiffi- 
cultie
, that tllEse 
isters exercised an acute sense of cli:-ocernment." How inter- 

..;ting is the following epistle of Peter the venerable to the Abbess IIeloise :- 
"\Yhell I was "'oun er I remember hearin(r of ,"our renown , not indeed at that time 
J ð' ð 01 
of Jour religion, hut of yonr hone
t and laudable studies. I used to hear that a 
woman, although bound ill the trammel... of the wOl.ld, applied her
elf diligently to 
literary pur5uits, and to the study of secular wisdom, so as to surpass not only other 


... In III. Sæcul. Benedict. 
. 4. 
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women, hut alrnO't nil lJlPIl. Soon afr('r, Whl'l1 it plm..('tI the 'Io:--t High to mIl 
you by his gr.u'l', you changl"c.lth ' nature of Jour I-tuJies, a... n truly philo:--ophic 
\\oman; for logic :--ubstituting the lio'p!:'l, for ph)'..i th
 apu:--t1(', for Plato Chri
t, 
for thc academy thc doi
tt'ro Yon ha\'c carri,'tl off 
poil:i froUl C'Onquered cn- 
pruiu.., ami ha\Oc fl.tllrlJl'Cl \\ith Egyptian trm..un':--, aftPr pa:--..ing thede'l'rt ofthi
 
pilg,'ima
p, to ('r.>('t a prt.('iolls talwrnac1c in your l1('art to (Ì'lJd. Thc...e thinc r ..., 
I'i..tl'r 1)(.lo\"t'(l in th' I onl, I So.1)" to yuu, not thl"Ough a1lulation, but for the 
ke of 
('>.hortation, that )'OU m3Y be rcnc1ereJ more t:<lr(:ful to pr '''''r\'e that go()(l, aLid more 
m'dpnt to c'X:('ite the hol)' !'-i..tl'
 who arc ..ul
('f.t to 
'Oll ; for tlwl1
h a woman, )"ou 
aI.C 011(' of tho.... animals that E.lf.'kid t1.(> proplwt 1)('lwltl, whieh ought not only to 
hurn lik(' a ('oal, hilt likc a lamp to hurn awl ..him'. To you indpl'tl r(>main8 the 
palm oflllllllility alltl of d i:o-ei pI i IJP. It ii SWt'pt to me to prolc)ng tIi...cour.. > \\ ith 
)'on, fi)r I 3m dplight.J. \\ ith 
'nur C'f'h.hr.ltc'CI crmlition, nnd 
till lJlort' .'IH'hantl'tI 
with tlIP fillllP of YOllr ...tlU'tit
,. .0' TllII'; wa... Pf'I"})4.'tuak(1 in tIt(' holy cOl1lmu- 
nitit..; of tltp lIlilllllt' ugP that phenonll'non of Il':1I"1I(>(1 rdig-ioll'i womcn, which h...1 
!on much ('(liti('tI tlte Chur('h in t'arly tillll'
, of whi,'h \\e filJ(l "") mall). examplf. in 
th,. lette
 of 
t. J..'romf>. III' ..ay tlmt 'Ian-e113 aequi,'erl in n few ruonth:i a 
kllOwlNlgt> \\ hi(.h he had not hi m"'t>l f ohtainf'tl till after the labor of many p'ar!o.. 
"\\llat virtuI' (li,1 I find in hf'r! what Iw,wtration, "hat purity, what holilll'. ! 
:;111' 1)t'(':lIIw 1'Õ() Ipal'IJ{'(I, that aft('r my tlt'partllrp, whclll'\"pr any difficult)" wa'i found 
ill allY oh",'ure p.a
!.:'" of Ill) hook, lwoplc u' '(I to apply to her, 35 to ajlldgc; hut 
a:, 
h ))(' .... '(I to a "Overcign d('gree that ùt.>lit-ate tact whieh di('t
\h':04 alway:-; \\ hat 
i" becoming', :-he II hI to commulliC"u(' 1.1'1' ille:t..., P\"(>11 tho:--t' that :--h(' 0\\'('(1 wholly 
to the p('IIPtratioll of hpr mill,1 a... h:1\"ing ])("'11 !ol1gb
tf'tl to Ilf'r either hy me or 
hy :,on)(' OIW el...:', !oo that while in:..(rudin tT others, ..lIP al'l)('aroo to be a pupil h >r- 

df; fi)r 
hc l"\'mernl)('rNI th prohihitioll of the ölpostlt'. "t 
,,- e have:-- 11 the influence which tlH' rdigiou
 rommuniti
 of wnl1lPl1, IUU! the 
examplp of holy 1"t>('lu..p:"" lIlu...t havp prod Iwp,1 II pon t hI' 
PIIf.'I'al m:tlll1l'r
 of "0- 
ci(.ty thlring thp:1 rl'
 of faith. J,It.t u
 pr()('ccd to :--p..ak of till' material condition 
of women in the mi(ldle Ugl':o., in rdation t.) the "ial of(lt'ro 
:Xo one DPed Lt.' told of the moral ar1l1.. 'inl f"tate in which Chri"tianity fimnd 
\\OIlH'n whl'll it ('OmIllPn('f>(1 it..; visihle ptf.'rnal ('()lIr
{>. Tlwre w('re, it is true, 
!-lInw Pa
an women who I.:ul a :--trong (li:--po:o:ition to elllhrac(' the Jl'wislr religion, 
anel to wor
hip the trll P God, whom we filul "tylec.l in tire Latin ('})itaphs, "rdigio- 
ni" .J mlai<'æ metucnH',." Thus we have an in
ripti()ll tn thi
 
ffi'ct, ".\ urelius 
Soter, et _\nrt'1iIl
 St{'phalH1
 Roteriæ rnatri pi(>lIti,..-im
, rl'ligiolli ,Judai(':' mt>- 
tnenti." SUl'h women had hut a !--hort I'tep to makp tn I)('('onw Christians, as in 
Jike manner there arc multitnd 
 of \Yotr1cn horn amI educated unùer the 1l1()(lern 
di
cipline who entertain a certain fear and instinctive \"cm'r:1tion for the Catholic 


· S. Petri Yen. Abb. Clun. Epi't. Lih. 1\..21. Bib1intb(:c. Cluniacen
is. 
t 1. Cor. xiv. 3.1. 
. IIicrunym. Epist. ad Principiam, Virgo 
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Church, and whose conversion is at all tim

 an easy t
"k to tho
p who medicine 
the SIlUl. Besides these, morcover, there were, in the \\ orst ti IlIC
, amon b the 
Gentilc:o" 
\,)llle few, "in whom," as C'icl'ro r-ay:o:, alluding to CæC'ilia, "remain- 
ed as if for the sake ûf example, the Y(.stiges of aneient duty."* Pliny I-'peaks 
in rcmarkahle tprm.;, of Fannia, a Homan matron, "Quæ ca
tita'i illius !" he ex- 
claims, "quæ sanc[ita.;! quanta gravit3-; ! quanta con;o;tantia! non minus amahilis 
qn:uu \"f'ner:mda !,'t The admirer
 of the Pythagorean discipline could enumerate 
se\"eenteen womcn whom, in different agés, it had fin'med to illustrious virtue.! 
The old poets, too, commemomted tlw fleetue:o:s in hunting of Atalanta, the natural 
affu.tion of Anticlea, the maritallo,"e of Alcestis, amI the generons 
()ul of 
b- 
chairia. CeJeb.-ated were the philo
ophic apophthegms of Theana the Pythagorean, 
whom Didynll1s affirms to have been the first woman to philo
()phize and write 
poem
, as aJso the Scil'llce of Themisto, the wife of Zoilus ; of Lamp...;tcene, the wife 
ofLeonti1Js; arHI of .:\Iuia, the daughter()fThean('
. All the daughter
 of Diodoru:-:, 
)Il'nt>xenc, Argeia, Theagnis, Artemesia, and Pantacleia, were dialect i tians. Arete 
the Cyrenean, instructed her son .AristippU5, surnamed 'Toy J1'7Tpoôlôa
ToY. 
"ïth Plato philosophized Lastheneia the Arcadian, and ..-\xiothea the Phliasian, 
and with Soerate:-, A:,pa...ia. St. Clemen..; of _\.lexanchia say
, "it would be long to 
tt'l1 of Corinna and Telesilla, of Sappho, and Eil"f'ne the daughter of Cratinns, and 
of Anaxandra, and of many othf'r:,." 9 :K e\'ert11f'le
s the opinion of the ancients 
re
pecting the rank which ought to be a
signed to women, was but little 
n har- 
mony with these examples. The Athenian in Plato, <.:pcaks of it as a principle ac- 
knowlf'(lged on all hands, that the female sex is worse dispo
ed towards virtue than 
the male," which even Æ.;ch
'lus seems ready to admit, for his 
Iinerva delivers 
the same judgm
nt : 


rò ð' áp6EV alvro travra, 
å1tavTl 6vJlcp" 


Pericles declares that the sum of female virtue consists in being 8poken of a
 
little as po
:o;ible, whether f,Jr good or evil ;** and, in fact, we find that St. Jerome 
has to apologize to the Gentiles for dwelling at length on the praise of women: 
for Ill' jn
tifi
s himself Ly observing that Christ who:o:e religion he preaches to 
them, did not di
dain to have the three :\Iarys for his c1i
ciples, and that it was to 
WOllif'n he fir
t 
llOwed him
elf after his re:o:urrection.tt The social cOllflition of 
that '-(IX ('orre
p()nded with the
e narrow views. ""herever Chri
tianity fonnd 
woman, 
he \Va
 without 
eclJrity, and-often held under a crnel and 
alJguinal'Y 
dp
poti
m. It is an hi
torical fact, though it se('m
 hm"dl
" credible, that th(' Pa- 
gan Pru

ian:-; had a cu40rn of killing e\'ery female dlild in each family excepting 
one; and the bull of IIonorins the Third denoul1C'es thi
 enormOU:i barharity, 
as if invented to oppose the prop.lgation of the human race. Cel.tainly the diabolic 


* Pro S. Roscio Amer. 

 Stromat. Lib. IV. c. 19. 
.. Thuc)(1 11.4;:;. 


t Epist. VI!. 19. t JambJicb. de Pythagoric. vitR. CRp. 36. 
I De Legibus, Lib. Yl. , Eumenid. i37. 
tt 
!. HicroD}"m. Episl. :tel Priñcipiam, Yirg. 
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tradition of which I 
h:tll hereafter "'l)('ak i:i here. In the anci{'nt c:vilization of 
thc Ut'uti!e:;, the witè in gelleral was a per
on.ige so ohscure and unin:port:mt (hat 
?\It'(ll'a, in the tr-..l!,Y'(.'(I)", is repre-.cnlcù as not knowing \\ hether the king 
Eg('u:, is 
married or 1Iot. * The \\ oruen amongst the Dorians, indeed were ß(]dre-....ed Ly the 
title of ladi
, ÔltnrOlyaZ, n title uncommon in Gl"ee{'(', exprt..
i\.e of the esti- 
mation in which the}' \wre held; hut the wives of the Ionial13, according to Hero- 
(illtll
, did not ew'n dare to lultlrt':",... th{'ir Im""hand", hy their proper names j )'et, 
as 
!ec:lc.l baYS, women thell in marriage hat I hut one hOI
, 


,'plY 6' åyáy"'l trpò' pial" CPVX';" P'\tJl'llJ'.t 


'" e find tho women of the nn('it'nt ,ll"'..lma <..'(mtinually lamenting the d
tiny which 
nlles them: 


"åJ'rAJJ' 6' :;6' ;6r' ;/.l#VXa, 
al YJ'G,)J.H/J' [XlI, 
YVJ'allCl' 1.6pl.J' (t
'\Ir.1raroJ' cpvróJ'.t 


From this reality of degradation alUi bOrrO\\, nIl the idea.
 rommunirot('(1 hy the 
Christian religion, were 
Iculated, indeed, to deliver \{'ornan ; out it should be re. 
memberffi, that it was the doctrine of\"ir
initr, as a French wriwr truly obsen.cs, 
whieh has more than nIl contribut('(l to their emancipation. B(.fore this doctrine 
\\a.. ddi\'eml or confirlBt'(1 hy Chri
tianity, the wOlllan ('ouM not treit upon equal 
tel'lII.. with the man; out h). making the virginal state 3. new condition, and that 
independent uf all positive ill.,titution"", Chri
ti:Ulil
. challg-eJ c\'ery thing; for, from 
the first monlPnt that there \\a
 a frloc amI \'ollll1tar)' colHlition of life for women, 
tlu-y h:ul a pt'r:,onal import:lllcc j awl this dodrine of virginity, which Sl'('m
 flital 
to lIlaITia
f', Oil the ('ontrary con
titutc(l its IWW fi)l"l'e and irs gmndl'ur j for, from 
thi... moment, it \\ ai what it had 11('\.cr been beforc, a free and rccipr0c41 alliance. 
The tonc and manner", of l-OCiNY, ilHleeJ, at pn
f'nt, 
uffici('ntly prove that the 
mc)(lpl"Il philo
ophic 
y4(,llb, hy attac.hing ridicule t,) the virginal fòtatf', ha,'e 
undcrmined the edific,' which Recun.'C.l the bocial dignity amI bl.'curity of 
women. 
"''jth rt':-pect to tll(' ancient;:, I know 110t whether the flict that they had not 
heforp them the fòame e
mplf'::; no; Ita,'e been given to Christian aJ-.
, may be admit- 
t('(1 a.. some eXÍt'nuation ; tllt'ir itl('al of woman wa.. (,'('rtainly wholly dint'rent from 
that which the Catholic religion ha:-4 ('r('ateò. Tht'ro were, indt'l.."lI, e
alllplc
, the 
memory of which <"'an n '\'{'r peri
h, \\ hcn, a..;; 81. .Augustin says, one woman had 
more humanity than a whole nation;9 but, in general, the angel of IDPrcy, the 
mild 3tHI graci01l!
 heing, full of pity ii)r alll'uflèring, awl at the Rame time the 
maiden who coul(1 support uny labor for the love of GlXl'R Church, like Sabine 
Stpinhal'h, in the thirteenth century, who worked at the towers of the cathedral of 
Stmsbllrg, or lile the heroic daughters of "t. Y'incent of Paul, who (,11(lured 
privations and toils that 8('('111 incredible, \Va.;; a charactcr that the ll('.nlwn !'ociety 


· Eurip. )Icd, 670. 
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t 1.1. 23:1. 
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oould not ha\re concein,d. "
e must 110t sc('k hy false prah,e to (.xalt the moral 
worth of the nuei('uts beyond it:i r(-al value. 
It is the Catholic religion, or ib trmlitionary fi)rce, which has provided that 
3:,)"111111 for the suffering amI di
courag(.d heart. "'hen the gladiators used to a::;k 
for life, the Dclia::;, Lt:
hia::" Cynthia::" Lydias, all thc:,c women ofTibullu:" Catul- 
Ius, Propertills, and IIoraec, would give the !"ignal for death with the same hand 
that the 
[n:,es had so often 
t1ng. It is tIre author of the l\Iartyrs who makes 
this ob:,er\"atioll.* ,rhat a contra
t to the ideal uf women in ages of faith, when 
a philo:::opher, like :\Iarsilius Ficinus, coulcl find no stronger reaS011 for rC(''üDl- 
mending marriage to his friend .\..moni() relocta, than that unlcss he knew what 
it was to see a wife in sorrow, he world not know how to feel compassion for the 
calamities of others.t "T omen of the Catholic type, who could thus softcn the 
heal.ts of olxlm'ate men, and fill their Fouls with infinite ami truly divilie pity, 
who could 
uggest to the poet
, of the twelfth century, who collected and no doubt 
retol1che(1 the Xiebehulgen, that exquisite line, "the virtue
 of the maiden made 
other ladies fair;" who could in:;:pire a Gel'son and a St. Bonaventura with that 
thought, that there ne\'er was su('h an antidote to the fascination of sin as the 
beauteous faæ of the hle
sed virgin, which pre:,ented, a:; St. .\mbro:,e and 
t. 
Jerome 
aid, the image of her 8onl,-women, upon whom the ideal of )lary 
he\l 
80 sweet a light of 8anctity, 
md who, in return, could enahle men to understawl, 
and in some mea
ure hehold, what was the innocence and piety, and grace, of 
that rli\'ine mother,-woman oftllat heroic de\yotion which we reaò of in thL a('ts 
of holy martyrs, and to which in latter time
 Pacea h
ars so noble a testimony, 
when 
p('aking of the pio1ls FI'f'lleh hHlie:i c1uring the 1a
t dreadful persecution
 of 
the Church in Frall('(',t-women, like the ..\.ndal1l
ian maid, the fain'st of the 
fair and all angelic, like the ëpanish daughter in general, of grace indescribable, 
an:,wering to the most lo\'el)" form of the imagination, appearing at tbe same time 
mystimJ and gay, and 
Yet ne\yer wi
hil1g to turn aside from the :-pcctacle ofmisel'Y, 
when there is a pos
ibility of alleviating it, who will throw <.lown her mandolin, 
and quit the pageant of the C'a
tle hal1, to bind up the beggar's wounds, and 
heap coals of fire on the head of !"ome hla:'pheming \\'retch,-thc
e were, in 
truth, being" of a new creation, the tÌ"llits of that f:lÌth "hich could remove 
mountains, and of that 8pirit which I'cnews the f.'lee of the earth, Admirable, 
inùeeù, was this restoration of nature which their \yirtnes attested, for 


"Where does the wisdom aml the power divine 
In a more brIght and sweet reflection sLineY 
Where do we finer !':trokes and colors see 
Of the Creator.
 rea] poetry?" 


The saints and holy fath
rs are llPv
r weary in expressing their regnrd and ad- 
miration for the
 ùevott:ù daughter;:, of the Church, who Illay often be repl'c
cnt. 


· Lib. III, 
3. 


t Epht. Lih. IY. 


t 
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HI lil"e St. EliJ'.aLcth in the olll l'aintiut;" a,lol'm...l \\ ith rhr' Cr()WIl
, to th'llote 
that a3 virgins, win'..., alHJ widows, their collver
tioll \\n.. alwu
s m.)..t holy.* 
Xc\"er was it, ao; bt. Bernard !'-:lYI", from uny f{
ling t'ontmry to this intimate af- 
fection, tlmt Jouth \\a.. 
o cart'full
 ;uJlIloni:o-ht...l to r{'[aill it... lU()tlf':o-t).. It 'Was 
not that it sllOnhl (li!'-,laiu what Gu..l hath m:ult" hut that itl-houltl fly from what 
man hath adtll"\l;t that 
 St. Aut;u.,tin 
ay', it might not II1t'et with another 
Eve, nor suffer from that "hade of tendt'rllt'
i \\ hieh is produ('(.J ,,
. tlae foliage uf 
the tree whi(.h 
uppli('(l the fir
l ('Iothing to hl.r lIak('(lru.
'"'.t lIt'ar 
t. .Tf'rome 
t"On:--oling Paula on tlat' dl'ath o
 her tlau
htcr, the young witlow RIt.!"illa. "Yho will 
gin. water to my heal) ulHl a fimutaiu of t.'ars to my t'
. ''', that I may Wt't."P, Jlot, 
a... Jen'miah 
aitll, for the" 011Dds of my p('()pl<>, nor Ib J . II", for the mi..ery tlf 
.T('ru
<>m, but tLat I lliar "t
'p for 
lIIctir
., men'y, inu()('clI<'e, d,:,!'-ity, that I 
may Wt.t.p for all virtut'S f:.liling in one to-troke of dl'ath? 1 ('()nfi'
!i lilY aff{'(.tion,. 
Thi-; wllOle Look i:. writtt'll "it It tt'ar:--. I (':111 to \\ itllt':-':' .JCI"'U', whom Blp...ilJa 
now follow' ; I eall to \\ itnl' ... tll ' 1101
' an'Tt-h" \\ h ..' f(,l]ow!-hip ,.,he JlOW l:ujoy:-:, 
that my orrow 113,:) tllualJeù }"Ollr:--, Paula. Tlu>refore, while a !-pirit rlllf>' th(")c 
limL:.;, "hile the bredth of life i
 gr-allted to Dlt., I r-W(ar tl13t her name ..haJJ he 
l'Vel" on my tougue, to her will I llt...lic:\te my laho,...., fur Ilt'r will I ....lx.ntl my 
:o-tN'ngtll. There :,hall he no page that doc:; not :o-uum) Bh'...ilIa ; .nul to \\ hate\"t
r 
rq;iou tll' .' memorial of our d i-.cou 1'.' , ..hall penetrate, thf>re with them 8h311 
:-he be found."
 

\lUiJ
t the ùarkp...t ",,(,Db of hi..tory, we ;alway:.; IIwct with tf>.,timouit:.; of tile 
augt'lic gra('{'-o. uf the Womt'U who 
t()()cl J)t'ar. The I-OU:. of Hogpr dt. \Iontgomeri, 
hy the t1augl.tt'r of \\ïlliam Tal va..;, Mlrnamed the Y:wahoud, wt'r' fprocious, 
g-fl
...I)". :llul rellllu':--el . - - opprt. 'or
 of tile poor; hut \Villiam of J ullliègc remarks 
at tl.e '. me tilUl', that his <laugllte
, Emma, 
IatiJda, :\Iahille, and Rihylle, were 
g(lnerou
, honorable, and {ull of affilhilit}' for the poor, u... a]!'-() for monks Dud the 
otllt'r t'er\'ants of God.1I 
BdlOltl 
t. .Tallt'. \\110 i:-- this image of mil(lnt. . and !:;auctit)" this founclre:o-.; 
of the order of the ..\unuuciation at ßourge., amI wht) di wparin
 its hahit, after 
a life of grrot inmx,,-.:nL"C amI "Ilfferiug? Sile i:-- thf' daughter of Loui!) the 
Eleveuth of Fr:mce. 
Guilla hall !atl'ly l)(>COme the wife of the 'Iarqui'i Hainerill:o', whpl) öt. Peter 
Damian wrotc to her as follu\\8 : "Dau1!htf'l', )'011 have it.. 1 hy marriage into a 
hou
 - sufficiently amplt.', ind('C(l, but uf t>yil manDf'N; eminent in ri('h('
, l)1It('on- 
fll!-{,() hy a depran'() Jaw of living. 'Elltlt'a\'t11" to ('ora-P('t thi.... L(,t tll\} conn::,.. 
t'atiolJs of the poor he aholished ; pllt an CHI I to aU unjll.,t cu
toms, amI to the 
opprt"siOll of the ru:--tics. Let not the orphan's foc)(l tu"te swpet in your mouth, 
and rememher the fate of the wife of Count JIuhert, your OWII hrother, ,,1.0 per- 


· Waùdin
 Anna]. 'linorum. tom. I. 1235. t De ordine vitæ t ðt. August. Eplst. ad. LæL. 

 Epist. XXII. ad Paulam I Hist. dll 
ormand. Lih. VII. c. 16. 
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ished under the ruins of his castle, whieh fell to the gl"Ound the 
ame day that f\he 
wol" away the s" ine of a widow, and spurned her, wht'n she a.-;kcd a portion of 
it. from the gate."* After some years, we find a Hlllllnous sent to thi::, .:\Iarquis, 
to aplwar within three week:;, in persoll or Ly legate, at Home, before Gregory 
the 
e\"ellth, to show why he should not incur anath('ma, for fo-Iaying llis brother 
with hi
 own hand, and fin' other dt'cd
 agaill
t Ili
 own 
oul.t The letter of the 

aint ::,110\\":5, however, that much was in the power of the wife, cvell in ('ases the 
1l1llst t.1i
eournging. So al
o in the metrical hi:-'tol'Y of the Countcsð .:\Iathilda, hy 
Donizo the Beueùictine, we read of I1degard often per
uadil1g her lmsbanù to 
fòllow better thing:;. 


II Conjugis Attonis non fiat ohJivio nobis 
Ildcgarda quidem fuit huju8110[Ilcn amiC'æ 
DoCla, guberuatn
, pruùclIS, proba, cousiliatrix 
Ad meJiora virum !'u,ldehat 
æpiu<; ipsllm. 
Cum quo Birsellum mOllachis fahricavit hahenll'lm."t 


That nothing was more illtolerable than a rich WOll1all, was the cOIl\'ictIon of 
the Roman satirist ; 
 bu
 Catholicism could en
n a:-,
ociate riches and the Fplen- 
dol's of a throne with the graces and miIJlle
'j of the female heart. In fact, dur- 
ing the ages of faith, the daughters of kings might of tell hayc hearJ adòresseò to 
thelll
elves tho:::,e words of the poet, 


"1 hold JOu as a thing ensky'tl, and sainted 
By your renouncement, an immortal spirit; 
Anù to be talked with iu sincerity 
As with a saint." 


The character of 
Iaude, wife of J{ing I-Ienry the First, is thus described, 


II Prospera non lælam fecere, nec aspera trislem, 
Aspem risus erant, prospera terra crant. 
Non decor efi'ccit fragilem. non sceptra superbam; 
Sola potens humilis, sola pudica det'ens." 


She used to go every day in the Lcnt scason to \\Ye
tmin!'oòter Abbey harefoot. 
She would wash and kis., the feet of the poor people and gi ve them bountiful alms, 
for which, being reprehended hy a ('olll'tier, she gavc him a short auswer, which 
is recorded by Robert of Glollce
tel". 


· · )[adame for Goòdes love is- this wel i doo 
To handle sich unclene l)'mmes. Dnd tll kbsc so; 
Foule wolde the kyng tllynk if that hit he "iste. 
And ryght wel abyle hym ('l" he JOur mouth kiste'. 
· Sur, sur,' quod the Quene, · be still(', why say
te tbow so. 
Our Lord l\ymse1f ensample gaf so for to do.' " 


· 8. Pet. Damiani, Epist. 18. Lib. YII. t 
\nnaJ. CamaJdul. Lib. XVIII. 

 Vita comit. Mathild. Lib.!. c 3. )Iuratori Rer. Italic. Scripto"r. tom Y. 
 Juv. Sat. VI. 
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Pa
... to wh.lt Jaud \\P \\ ill, it i:'Ò :-,ti11 the :-,ame character whi(-h Wl' IlH't't ('\'('ry- 
where. ""e behold it in ..-\.li<..oc) t.luch
 of nrittanJ,on whose torub, in the .\hl)l'Y 
of V'ïlIeneu\ e, we reaù 


., Inter ope
 humilis ita vi'tit. quod Fihl viUs 

1 undu!> 
rlit pridclIl. heet arridcrct t..idcm." 


".. e lx.hold it in RI:lI1<'1u' of Xa\'arrt', who \\ a:i romm('mornh.t! on Iwr tomh in 
the .Abbf'Y of Joie, 8.... the lJ)otlu'r of the poor, ami the living rult. of m3llnCf)ol. 
'" c hdloM it in thc (Iu(
ll hou
 of Tu...c
my, of "hich Douizo the JJcul.Jictine 
4.1 . 'ribt.::, Ù1C iIIll"trious lint". · 


..exur T
dnltli tit r.uiiJia dic'fa Du('.
triE 
llrec pl. cuit p.
r\'I" pit-tAte, I'l.tct'hut et a]tis."" 


_\oovc ull, ill th ' pt.'r:-ou of the iJlu...triou-; Mathilcla, it appears in its fullllliltI-e. 


"PrOf:lpera, non mut.ant, I>...u nnn h:mr trh-tilL t.urbant.. 
Bajul"lt hR'C p.
rvc ., iuopes SUSll ntat. et :altos 
U cultrix Christi, qU:intum studiuåll. fui..Li, 
A 1.c non ullus v.
cuu.., dibC
 it hUIUUJ1US, 

i numini cc'rtum qui Ii fe r
 d.9Ccrc 6CrvuW.
 


The memory 01 the ('atholic lad
' JIlu...t ha\'e hp('11 ðtill fl"('...h in the mif1(t
 of 
his coutemporaric', \\ IH'II :--I)('II
CI' gavc that picture of thu malrou iu hi:; .Fairy 
(.
IIl'CII. 


"'Vbose only jny was to relie\e tbe neellC's 
Of wrC't.c1)('c.! soules, aud beJpe lhe belpk!'-"l_ pore. 
An utght Fihc "pent in bidding of her hcde!l, 
And all the d.
)' in doing gnod and godl) (It ul
s...t 


\\ïth the.... mt'(.k s:lillt:i \\e t-haJlIll'reaftt'r l
'ome more acquainted, when we 
mIlle to vi...it the in ,titlltions of pity in rcfprt.>tu'{\ to the henediction of the merci- 
fuL For the prc:o.Cllt, in rel:uiol) to tJIC jlJ
ti("t' ot' the miclc1]" ngC's, it will be 
:-,ufficicnt of a fl'w to 
I)f'ak. \\'(11)('11 h('ill
 unahJe, It., bt. Thcn'
a ohs(,r\'e...;, to 
preach hy word..;, ill COII...t"plC'lI<'C of the prohibitiou of the apostJ(',l'mh'avorin
 al- 
W.ly:, to prt'ach hy their action",. t It \\ a... )Iaria ell' \'ïgnaro<.1, <.111chbs of .Aiguil1on, 
who ilistittttl'cl the hOll
c ill Home of tlU' Prit'
t8 of th(' )Ii
:-,ion : and 
t. FI".m
t.s, 
while her hu...hamllin.cI, wi...hill
 to \\idu1raw the HOlllan matroas frum :-('('ular 
pomps :lllll vallity, foulI(h..l at Home the 1101I
 of the Oblat..:, uncler th(' rule of 
St. Bellccli('t, when.., upon ht.'coming a widow, 
he retirt'Cl, after begging mlmi
...iul1 
with tcar
. 
The lady of l
'aufi)rt }\'rraJul wa
 
iel to laa\'p f'mhallllt..1 with the odor..; of Ju,'r 
('),.ampl(,>, the pari:-.h of .T:m\'ry, ulUl others adjoillill
, in the diOL'C....e of Pari
. 
.Ancient books tell of her proòigious alms, her dt'!"ire to procure in')trudion {or 


. Yitß )[:dhilcl. Lib. I. c. 4. }Iurat" Rer. Italic. Script. tow. V. 
t Tlle H.Clad lIf Perfectiou, cLap. V. 


t Book I. 10. 
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the pea:-;ants, her protection of the cur'atps in the exercise of their <Iut)", re:,train- 
ing abn:;es, her zeal in in:'tnwtiJlg poor women, and their daughters, in visiting 
the sick amI the dying, in accOlllpanying the ble
sl'(1 Sacrament, on font, tu what- 
('\'cr t1i:4ance it wa:-; carried, amI m pro\.iding ornamcnts for the churclH's. 
ho 
dif.<1 in 1650.* Leheuf relates that at Bretign)y the memory ofthp Lad)" of ller- 
thevin, whu died in 1387, was al\\.ay
 ill great veneration there, though there \\as 
no longf'r an)" Olll' of her fami1)" in the country. The spot where she had been 
buri{'d was known h
" tradition, though it was marked hy no monument; and the 
people generally luved tl) repeat her name, as that of a holy woman who had mads 
a Llc:,:,etl cnd.t Tn like manner, the wife uf Bouchard de )(ontmorency, who 
died ill tl)(' fiHlrteenth century, heing reprp
ente<l 011 a tomb ill the Chu1"(.h of 
Hou
:':t)"(" without :my Jlame (II' inscri ption, wa
, lIe\"erthcles
, known hy the people 
to 11a'"e been uamt.d Anne; and so f'trong was the tradition of her holy life, that 
when the Abhf Lpbeuf wrote his hi
tor.r of the Diocese of Paris, he :;ays they 
u:,<>d alway:; to ,.;peak of her a:; the lady St. Anne.! 
Rohesia, dal1ghtcl' of Aubrey de ,..,.. ere, chi('f justice of England, under IIenry 
I., and wife to Ge()tfrf'Y l\Iande\"il1e, the fil'i't earl of Essex, erected a cr(,
:o, in 
the high way, on the !"pot wh
re the town of Roy:.;ton now stand:;; a piou
 work 
to l
e{lp the wayfarer in mind of Chri
t':-; pas:,ioll ; whereupon it W:l
 call
II "Crux 
Rohe:,iæ," hefore t
lCre was either church or town; but afterward:--, when Eusta('h 
de 
rerl"h hall fuunde,l there a little monaster.}' of canons regular in h0110r uf 
t. 
Thoma...; of Canterbury, there were inns built there, so that in proce
:-. of time, hy 
little and little, it grew to he a town which was callp'] noh
ia'::; town, or H()y
t()n. 
Thpre is herc a cnriou.; grotto, into which I have often descended with religious 
reverence, the walls of which are ('()\.C'rp,l with Facred im:lge
, and religiuu=", 

ymbol:;, which were wrought, it i:; suppused, by the hand
 of this devout lacly, 
"ho, a
 one tra.Jiti?n relate:-:, became a. recluse in her latter days. Innumerable 
are the nH'moriah of female piet
., which date from the micldle a
cs. )farglwritf" 
(luren of Scotlall(I, daughter of Edward, king of IIungary, who was the f'on of 
Edmond Ironside, amI brother of E(lward, king of England, wa!' di:4ingl1i:,lu"(l hy 
the 
an('tit), of h('l' I ife, as 'weII as hy the lloblene:,'3 of her blood, being :--prl1ng 
frulll a lon g line of kinlr
. Anwn'1' otllt'r IFood deeds , she rebuilt the COII\.l'nt of 
o 0 
 
Ioua, which Columhan, the 
el"\'ant of God, had constructed in the time of RflU]..', 
kin
 of the Piet:-: but whieh had falien to ruin throuO"h the tell1 } )l':,b uf war, amI 

, 
 
length of Yl'ars.
 The Saxon ('llrolli(:lp
 are fuB of allusions to the foundatious 
made hy lh',"out wonWI1, 
u('h as the daughter of Erkenbert, king of 1-\:ent, who 
i="' stylpd "holy {l.1mspl of an illustriou:5 
ire." St. Bathilda, queen of the Ff".lIlC
, 
\\ hom Corh,' in Pi('ar(h. revered as its foundre:5S is minnteh' c1e!':cribe(1 h,' a 
"" ,. w 
writer who lived ill the ::-ame age. "Being of Saxon race," he say:" "
he W:IS of 


· Lebenf, Hist. rll1 Dince
e de Paris. tom. IX. 144. t Yd. XL 
fl2. 
! Id. 10m. XIV. 2:31. 
 Orderic" Vital. TIist. Xor. Vh. YIII. 
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a grneiou... :nul :,uhtl<<, form, 31)(1 of :1 hl'autiflll awl dlf'CTflil ('ountenan('('. To 
tile l..ing, hl'r Im..baUlI, ....he :-ho\\ I'el IH'r..df:1"; .m o1H.'elil'llt wife j to tilt' prinl"':-; as 
a motlu'" ; to thl' pri(.:-ts :t:-- a tl:uwhtl'r i to )"lIUlW ml'n antI 1.o)"s 3'; thc LI.:-t of 
IHU''''(.'=-- ; to all 3"; an umiable aut! gracious frit'nt1. f'1ll' III\"{"CI p..ic....ts 
I'" Ih.tllt'r:-:, 
amllllonh
 fu) Lrllthl'r:-:. To thc poor I-Ilt' "a-; :1 pion.... I1IU....I", di...trilmtillg gn'at 
alms to tlH'1II ; :õhe wa... alwa)":'> t.
horting 
'outh8 to rdigiou:-; I'-ltUlil'...., Il11m1.I)' :-up- 
pli('
Hing the ling fc'r tilt' Chllrc.llt'.., mul COl' till' poor P" opll', 
ulli thily eomlUl'wl- 
ing IIt'
df ,.. ith h'ar... to Chri....t, tlu' Ilt'avl'nly King.". Xo.. will it hc an nn- 
worthy a....:-ociatiull, if tl... .ndin r "-, a 10\\ 1''' rank, and to Jab'r tim ''', we :-pl'ak 
JU'
t of !)cmellt', "if.. of 
i('ola... 1-'la1lwl, one of tll('..... holy lIIatron:-, ,..h(,...., dlar- 
it i..
 alOl)(, I"uf'lì.'('(l to a'pml.... tlwlIl hi:--wri.' p...r:-onag(''', The tlc.tails in Iwr b...t will 
m't' ypry ('!lrioll:'>. ]
...itll'''' wl';lt \\:10; to he gin.n to p..jc....ts fi.r lIla...........;, aUlI to 
Jllonk:o, mul to hrutlwr
 
'r\"ing ho"pit
al:.., who wcr' to 
ay vigil=-- filr hl'r 
onl, I-he 
I...a\"t.... mont'y to the l'-il'l.. of till' Im:-:pital=--, to orphan..., antI to poor P 'oph., to pil- 
grim.., aUtl to yonng maitl.")):-. \11 wao; to he 
i\"t'n fi'r nOtl; amI no (onc was 
fi,rgntwn. Xc.it1u.r 'brtin, ,,110 gÏ\.C'
 till' holy Walt'r at tlu' .10m' of 
t. .Tam....., 
11<'1.I':ari:--h Churdl, !lor tIlt' !Ì\.C' Iwol'lc wlm :ar' ill tIll' ha1.it of ...itting at the gate 
to a
k uhn:-, J10r till' otlwr 1'001' wllo u"u:111y :--il ('1,.... to tIll" pulpit in tlal' CI1I1r('h, 
<luring the I'-('rmou, nor the little boy:- wh01ll :-oIl(' ...l""(.ifit.... by 11:11111', lIor .Tc.han- 
IIctt
 who JIlalt'.; th. tapc.r:-., nor h"r 
"r\":mt (;auti"'l', nOI' :\[C'ngin, IH'" YOllllg 
d..rk for Goel.t )farie F"lic't' (ll
 l'"'r:-in..., .I\I(.IIt'.. of )[ontlllol"('nc'y, 11:-('11 alwaY8 
to Inak... a !-piritual rt'trC'at \\ 11<'11 Iwr IIII..Lancl W:l"; ah
('IIt. J I"I' (.haritiC''i "cre 
hOUlllll. j :--111' gavt' I 'n-;ion..; tt> iallliJ;l.nt familit.:-, 
um... tl) ho:-'pitals, to pri"'tlllf'r:-, 
ancl to a numher of poor cunfra1l'rnities. .....1... lahoJ"(...I to appe.a:-.>.'nmitic.." t) :--top 
la\\"-..;ui

, to g".\iu })art!ou for f'olclier
, to ('OIWt'l"t pC'opll' of vic'ious liv('", It i", rl'- 
('ordl.'i.l of Ilt'r, tlmt !<he ('oulll not ('ntlnn' to Ilt'ar an)" olle critici....e a H'rmOIl, fi)r 
(','cry pn.aehcr f''CIUt''Cl to Iwr \\orth)' ofr'vcl'clJ('('. "'hilcin tht'l"orrowful e.\
tle 
of )Iouliu:-" I'-hc wuulel not n'vcal a . ....r >t whil'h wonM have injured the (':tnlinal 
in the ling't; e...timatioll j nor ,\onlcI !-11t: p..rmit her H'r\'ants to utter a wor<l 
again:,t Ilt'r t'lwlIlies. The pri))('e
:- of Epillo)" pontilluc"Cl to her Ia:-,t hour, to 
practise all tilt' e'.:l'rci:'t..
 of pid)" j ancl :-ohe wao; "'..i7...."(1 with (leath in the Chureh, 
at an t..uly Ilnnr (If thc 1Il00'niug, in IH'r I"ixty-fir:--t p.aa'. l\Iaria Theresa, wife of 
Lonis XI'
., awl cl:mghtcr of Philipp' I'.. of :--pain, U!- 'II tt) make a rt'tn'at in 

OIlie :11I
h're (.ommtmity hd
)rc ('\"PI")' grmt f{'...ti,'al of the Church. Of her 
(.hariti('..;, ,\C f'hall ,\itllc,s ('
amplc:-; ill anotl",'r pla('(', to which tIlt' fi.rcgoillg tle- 
tails might havc lx'Cll rcfcrrc(l, ('oulel we have \\ 11(11)" b'1)ar
t('(1 tile justice fnnn 
the mere)" uf Christian women, who')' angelic millistry 
}l(..'(]H such a 
oft light 
:llllicl!'t the dark s('Cnp
 of war, anel civil ('ommotiOib. Philip Y'ill:mi ..;a)':, that 
the Pisall ca!)tives, whcn ('ollò.ucU,."(1 to }"lor'cnce, were lodged in the prisons ufthe 


· Acta Sanct. Orl1. R. tom. II. 
t IIj..t. l"ritic!lIc lIe 
i("lIla
 Flam. I dIll' Perne]]t. 
ß ft'mmt'. p. 297-
02. 
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community, and were ahundantly provided, by good and charitahle Florentine 
WOllleIl, with all that they wanted. Dllriug the l"('ccnt l)cr
ccution., of tile Church 
the c.le\"ùtion of woruen has fulIy corrc:-pondcd with the highc:-t expel'tations whid, 
the lllinlI, nOllri
l\(.d with ('c(.le
ia
tical tradition::;, euuld form of it;::; dlical')". Opcn 
the pagc
 of a Pacea, and you finJ that it i:-; women whl) fly to pre
ent their of- 
ferings to the eapti,'e pontiff at Florence, at Lyons, awl at Y" alence, amI who 
pn's:-: round to water hi
 feet with their tear:; j ob:-:erve what pa!o':-d at tIle pr('
('nt 
lby, an(l it is women wlto, 35 at St. Sebastian, are seen to follow the devoted monks 
with prayer:-ò, ltproically otfered 11p aloud for their c.lclin
rance. 
During thc
c late 110rrol':-', every Christian WlJman, in t3paill auJ Portugal, a:; 
formerly ill France and England, ha
, according to her ahility, and the occasion, 
repeated the part of the C()unte
s :\Iathilda towarJ::; the clergy, wl10 fled to her for 
safety, of wlwill Donizo !"ay
, 


"Defuit haud tlJIi, quin profllit optima cunctis. 
Xon au C:\ mæ
tus, 6i quis vir venit honestus, 
'Gnquam præteriit, sed consolatus abivit, 
\Yestiulls e sacris multos hæc nota Ducatrix 
Patre
 Catholicos veslissc qllidem remiDiscor."* 


"Then history and real life can furlli
h ðuch pictures, it is not strange that old 
Romance, amI the sense of the Catholic illeal, should represent women inve'3ted 
with the graces of allgel
. 
:Xo marvel that the poets of the middle age in general,. 
hould 
peak like 
Champier, "ho 
ays of women, 


co -ceUuy qui en dist b]asme 
Doit estre répué infasme."t 


'Yhen these portraits of female yirtuf'3 are full of an ineffable charm, still one 
sees that they only eopy from practical living models before them. The same 
Champier imIef::d contents himself with adding, "Femmes ont des hommes pitiéj" 
merely confirming the testimony of the Greek poet, 


Exu rOl ÔVVa)IlV Eft; oÌícrov yvv7í.t 


But most commonly ther dwell at length upon all their eharacteri;.;tiC' graC'('
. 
That noble knight, Olivier (Ie La :\Iarchc, in hi=-- work emitlpd, "Lp Parcment 
et Triomphe dps danw,;; d'holJneUl';' 

lY
, that he compo
('d it for vue in whom 
were united " 11Umilit
., attention, and diligence, per
f'\'eralJ('e, firm resoh'e, good 
th('ughb, loyalty, magnanimity, patien('{', liberality, jll,..;tiC'e, 
obriet
., f:.lith, dp- 
COl"Ou
 dre:-':5, d('vout memory, ('harit
", remor:-:e of con:,C'il'ncp, the fear of Urnl, 
piety. a horror of evil, }>l"Ildencp. hope, ri('he
 of heart, nobility of lInderstan(ling-, 
acquired Ly the recollection uf tleath. Thi
," he add!o', "i:-; the habit to triumph, 


* Vita Jlathih1. Lih. IT. ('. 2. 
tEurip. lph. ill Taur. Iv!...;. 


t Gouget DihJiotllC.9ue Fr:mçoj,.c, tom. X. 13ft 
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amI tu be well mlurlH.,(1 at all puint!:.-.JJ IIc ('ontinU('i to 
xplain each of these 
qnalitie..., ami in de
l'rihing tile fear of God, giVl'
 this admunitiun : 


"FU,)'UII8 IlL CI&U

 qUI HU]truy bien ('mplre 
C'e" uug p
ch qui lie I'clllh,:.tl c pin'. .. 


.Tllhn )f:1rot. ill his Doctrinal tIe" Prilll't.,...l'-; et nohl,.... Dame.... gi\'e.. m:m)' in- 
E;[rlu,tiolls wllidl t'Xpl' . tl1(' J}{'('uliar {t'malc gra 's, \\ hi('h w('re tlWII (ll'Cmt.'(1 ,...,- 
H.'uti&lJ, lu'o\'ing"dt'a..Jy how rmH'h \\0111")) thell dint'I'l..) froJ)) tl);lt allf'g"lIri('al per- 

ona
c, de
l'ril)t'(1 by (;uillaulII{' lIe L(,rri..., ill the l"OlUaUl:e of the HO:--l', uf whom 
he S.IY:-:, 


· 't 'ILl (luILnd Lieu pClglI(C ( lit. 
(()it 
Bil'u pSIC6 e1 hil'u ßlourUCl 
Elle ß vuit fair e 8ß jU'Jrnl.,(,. .. 


He enfor('('
 the III ...ity uf prlUkUl,(', lioer.tlity, faith, of l':-,tecming learned per- 

n.., uf u:--inb thin P') \\ ith lJIudlrntion, (If avoiding iòlellP .., uf dlcri:-hiug gratitude 
tu God, of 
i\"in
 good l'XaiU pl(':--, of Jlot tlefl'r.'inK J.!()()(.I al'tion
 to the appro.ll'h uf 
death, of lIIailltainiu)! 1M .1<,(', honor, !)ati('I\('(', awl of prayer tll God ill :-pirit alill in 
tl"lltla.t Ileal' \\hat U 1I0hlt, lJIall of the ag'4' of l'hivalr)" \\itlll,:-
,tli. "I ha\'c ofteu 
hedrù kllig-ht ...ay, that \\ lWIl )11' ..ir' neofrroy u..c.J to ride through thc countr}", 
when he MW the 
tle 01. lI1atH)I' of an) l..lòy, he 11"'{,<1 alway... to lli=k to "holl1 it 
LeI II II J!t,<l, Hlul \\11<'11 tllt.y \\lIultln-'ply, it heIull;!" to I'ul"h a nile, if the 11011\11' of 
that huly ha,1 inl'urn'(l a 
taill, h'
 \1..('(1 to go out of hi..; way a..; fa I' a
 half a 
]e
l
uc to gl t privatel)' to tl.e rate, whil'h h, u..etl to lllark \\ ith a little l'i('C(
 uf 
chali
, ulltl tlwlt ri(lc away:'! III the rom:Ull " of daivalry, \\ hi('h are trul' rep- 
rL...etHatiol1., of the uUltempnral1eon:':-1 'i('t)", ,,
find the \\ IIlllcn dlam
h'ril'(,11 hy 
u hi!rh atHi UII('ollllu"omi:--illJ! tOllt of manner.., ; thl,il. IOI'(ls h:ulllo rm:--ollto tè. al' the 
trial of that ma
ic \"l':-o...el tle:--irt..1 hy till' knight in Al'io
to, which f'howt'(llli... ('011- 
f'ort's guilt tu him tllat thauk, nor tl1t'ir ('hiIòrcu, the water:) of the overflu\\ ing 
Rhine, who
t' r('tributi\'e tli"l'Cfllnlcut ha.-; I)(,'eu the theme of m,rthern 1('
eI1l1:-. 
\\ll('n the J...lIi
ht Gallhalt It' Brull had ('oll(I'I('1"(.tl at .he tournanll'lIt under the 
to\n'r, :lncllaad :'I'ut to :-ay to tlae hl'autifnl huly withiu that it was fiw the lovc of 
her he hall eOllqut'r('(l, ancl tlaat he prayec.llll'l' to :-Clul him :-ome gift, f!nat 01' lit- 
tie; the laòy, whu of other Ion> l>' id,' the love of her ImshatHl, had IU \"('(' 
thought, wl)(,11 !o'hc he:1I'(1 that ('harge, I"l'plil'tl to the lIll-:",:--cnger in the:-:e \\ onl:-:, ,. If 
he hath l'ompll'l"l'(1 at tIlt' tournament, hatll lit' not had rl'('umpell
l' :-uflil'ielltly high 
atHlll1)hl(> in hein
 hel(1 the he4 kni.rht of all the pIaee? Say to him from llle, 
that I am 1I0t a woman tu reß(l
r guerllon to a 
trallgc knight. llaa\"c my Iln
- 
hand, filiI" anti good; he it is who is my fricml alHI my klli
ht; 1 :--t't'k 110 other 
hut Ililll. 
\Il thi... you will !'ay from m(':'
 III gelll'ral, \\c an' not aware (If the 
extcnt of ]earllillg which \\'
 pu . ....:-oct! L)' the wumen uf the IlH<.Jdle age:-. In (1M 


· ItJ tom. IX. S
6. t Tom. IX. 2G, 

 O,YlOn Ie L'oll1tob, f. CCLÀI
_ 


: S Palayt' 
(CIl1. sur ]a Cheva]eriè. 1. L 174. 
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Suabian chronic1e
, we IllPet with the duchess II('ùwig, in the tenth century, who,. 
in her m
th-, of IIohentwid in
h.t)('t
 ller 11tl
haIl<I's )l(' } )IH'\\ nurkard who after- 
, , 
wanI:-; became Abbot of St. Gall, ill the Greek tougue, al1<l in tIle rule') of Yer:5i- 
fil
tion. * Eckchar<l II. monk of St. Gall, hy permi
!'"ion of his abbot, 11:--e<.1 to 
vi....it thi
 Ca....:tll', in order to tcaeh her Latin, and explain Y'irgil to her. StJ learned 
al1l1 8tlllIiou
 wa
 the grl'at counte:,s l\fathilda known to be, that the patriarchs of 
Jel"ll
alcm amI Cun
talltillople, a
 well a5 the Roman pontiff...;, u8pd to bend her 
tllt'il. own writing.... Donizo, her chaplain, 8ay!'", that 8he equalled bi8hop:-; ill 
application. 


"Kullus ea Præsul studiosior invenieLur. 
Coria lihrol"llm non dcficit huicv.
 ll'morum. 
Libros (:x cunctis haùet artiùus atque fig-uris. 
1 mmem01' e<.:t Jlunquam f'\cn'are s:atuta secunda.. "t 


Ko accomplishruent
 of erudition, howev(\r, were fouwl to f'poil the mild grace!':, or 
w('aken the religiou:-:i sl'ntiment of tlu':,e(Iaughter:-:i of faith, to each ofwlwm might 
be :Ipplieù Lear's de
criptioll of Curdelia, 


. 'ller yoicc wa
 C'ycr soft, 
Gentle aUlI low; an l'xcellcnt thing in woman." 


:Mary C:Détane AgnC':,i, after c.1i:,tinguislling hcr
clf alllong mathematician:" (.ho
e 
to hide he.. literary glorie:; inl'etreat, deyoting Ilerl"elf to the al":,i
tance of the in- 
firm awl aged poor, in the ho:'pital Trivulzi, at 
Ii1an, ill which t;he JiCll. _\.nne of 
llriltan)", the illol of her country, and the \\"on.1er of her age, skilled in ao;;tronorny,. 
Gret'k amI Latin, as well as any clerk in her duchy, was another memo
hlc ex- 
ample. In her hook of hours she is represented on her knee:,; in prayer
, ]1('1' two 
&UI
hter
 standing behind her, and her patron, St. .Anne, 011 her left hand. Cel- 
ebrated in the dome:-;tic hi:-;tories of PalIu:l ""as Eleonora ::\IaltraYer
a, the wife of 
Papaf:lva Carrara, mother of an illu:,trious line, a1ll11)os
et't'ed of such wisdom anù 
rare qt1alitie
 of mÏ"rHl, that noblemen came from a11 parts of Italy to ('oll:mlt her 
ao; an oracle whom tlley 1I8('Ù to find aÙI1lini
terillg medicines to the })00r.1 '\
I1l) 
CUI ('nt('r the 
ùleml1 ha11:03 of Padua without being n'lllind('ù of IIeleua Pit'copia 
Cornaro, that fair, illu
triou
 amI holy woman, clad in tile habit of S1. nenedict
 
who po
s(':-::o'l.d a perfect knowledge of the Spani
h, French, Latin, Greek, IIcbrew, 
awl..\..rahic language:,. who was a poet, a theologian, an astronomer, amI who wa
 
admitted lloctor in phi1o
oph.r in that university? It was in obedience to the win 
of her father, in who:ö:e house she resicle<1, though always wearing the mona....ti{} 
habit, that f'lte eon
('nted to this act, which, by it:-, publicity and ðingularity wound- 
ed her exqni:-,ite Sf'n
e of what belonge<1 to the retiring lllocle:,ty of her sex. "_\.1I 
ordinary kinds of glory haye been re:lp('(l hy- our family," said her father, "noth- 
ing remaills but this surp
sillg LUllur \\ hich bhall be ours 011 your compliance.'> 


* T:C'k('hanl in ("ns. c. 10. 
t IkrnalClini 
canleonii IIi:ol. Patavinæ. 


t Yit:L 
'l:1thi1c1. Liv. JI. c. 20. 
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tel oh.-y you," 
aiel tlu' 
aintlr (laughtt'r, "Lilt I fr...} that it is making tll(' s:lt'rifi('e 
of 111)' life." 
hc on I)" rl'(l'lt':-t
'tI u., a ('OIulition, that tIlt' pulpit froll1 \\ hi('h !'he 
was to holJ {(u"th might he tran:-f('rn.d from the hall of tlU' lInivp
it
. to our 
Lul)"'s ('hapd in tlU' gl'(.at clllln.h. Tlaitlwr :-lu' pa....t'tl thl"Ou;;h tll(> It'arllt å a..,- 

ell1hl)", \\ hkh \\ as compo"I'(1 of ("1'll'hratL't 111l1'n, \\ ho 11:111 11. wk("(l from (1 i..tant parti 
of Italy tl) l)('ho1tl a :-o("('UC
" ('xt raol'cli n.lIT. 
 \.. ,1'1' accom pI i:-hin
 tIll' ex('rci:)Cä to 
the delight ancI a..toui..luncnt "f an prc:;'nt, amI haying ncc..in,'tl tl&l' burl'! ('rown, 

he ha....til). \\ ith(h'I'w, to e"(.':'lpC thc app1au..." awl mlmiratiou of the ('1"0\\(1, hut her 
proplll.tic \\or(l:; w..re f-oon y(.rifi('\J.. The interim. a
itation hrought 011 1('\"('1",311(1 
:lllI1o:-t imml'(liatt'lr it \\as pt'I"('(.Ï\-c'tl that :-ohe ('oulel 1I0t :-Uf\.ivc thc l'ihock It 
\\as in h..r la:)t 1I10I11l'nt:) that thc intc.l1ig('Iu"'; wa:; rl't'l.i\'('el (If the (lc'fC'at of the 
Turks, ana th ' (lc1i\' 'r.lllCC of Chri.::!tcmlO111 ; hut it W.J.S too late, or r.lther jo)" cum- 
plt.tul what 11Ulllilit
. ha(ILt'gun. 
hL t

pin.J in a tran
pC)rt ()f piou., gratituc1t', 
I'l':Li:-ill<<; in 1'-uhlillH' (:ja("u1.uiolh the vie-torious Clu i
t, :II1t1 rl"!"igning into Iii..; }Iawls 
that cha:-;tt', :lIIgt,li(. t-pirit whit'h }wù 11t"(1 from its fl'ail tt'nelJJcnt through :ohame at 
recei\'illg honol'; which !-''ClIlt (1 tIue to hilll alon('. The author of the Look cntitll.(1 
011 the u...e (If rOlU:lIIL't:-:, :Hllong--t utll,'r ('hatb'1.'s ag-.lil1:--t hi::;tor)', complains that ,\(un- 
l'n hafll1y :Ippc'ar in it. nut :-om'c.l)" in whate'v('r 
t'n:- 
 we Ulltlt'r.--tawllli..tory, the 
:I('('u
ati()n is ulI(;rouucl('t1. Tile virtues (If the ('01l11tC:-:o' )fathilc.la w('re Jlot ('on- 
:-igl1l.'tl to the t-ill'I1('C that 1\'rÎ(.lt's prt':--("rih."(I, fc'r huth in life amI ùeath, her fawe 
bounù<..J. to the enù::; of thc worlel. Ileal" noni.ll', 


If Sunt ubiqno honi fucrlmt "ihi m.lximr noli. 
Xnm qui trails p.,ntum. !-CIl Ga])jri:c rt'mf)mlllur, 
Cbri..tll jure preceg. ex Ip
a funlh'le sæpo 
Curabsllt. mi'80", !-ihi milt,l'buntquo hcnignos.". 


TII(' 
pirit of ('hivnh'
', ne;; well a.., the c'u--tom'i :IlHl1f'gislntioll of tll(' f('u(lal n:;(', 
ga,'c c'vell a l'oljti
11 importunre tu wurnl'lI. whi('h !'OIJ)f'1 inH''', p..rhap..., (":lu:,('(1 tllC'lll 
to ()('{'up
' a 
tation in 
o('i(.ty, amI to fulfil clutil'''', for whi(,h tllC')" were ncithe.r 
genemlIy cl'lalifiL'tl h)" uaturl', Jlorclt....igm'tll))" the graec whic-h h:ul (l..Jin'rt'(1 them. 
Olle ulcl \\ ritl'l. f-tyll's the ('()unt . l\fathiI(Ia '"a military \VonuUl ;" llcverthde:-
 
their t'OIHlu('t (hll'ill
 thc miclt1le :l'r(:.-. in this unfa\'orahle amI amhi'TUOU';:; l w.;ition, 
_ c , ð 
COll:-.titufl's a true miraclc (If )listoI"Y, of whidl thi... VCI")' ill:,tance is }wrllaps tllc 
111(1 t Ull'll1orabh.. ".hat a. union of virtul's in that vt'llerablc' woman, the l'mprc..s 
..\g-nl'
, wIll) 
uml'J. thc l"l'ins of gov(.rnmt.nt 011 the death of the emperor, Henry 
J 11., Ilis 
"Il J rem")' h{'ing onlr Ih'e year; oltl, .mJ held tllf'JU c1uring {h'e )"('al":', 
di..playing con:-lIlIllllaft. pru(lpn('p, ami singular ill(ln
try,t t'1lc1e:lvoring to keep off 
the !:-rathcrillg 
turlll, ancl to p..c:-.erve ppaCt' awl (mlel', gnvl'rning with the grl'3t
:--t 
\\ i:odom, strength, al111 justi{'.'.! This \Va", :-:he to whom the great in:;truetor 
of tlu' tlc:,ert, Peter Damian, writes in t('rlUS of snch prni!'l', nfter hehoillin
 her 
t'ntr)" into Home. "You have COIl1(' Immhle to the humble, poor to the poor, 


· YillL ('jus, Lib. 11. c. 
u. 


t UmJllie. IIirslmg. 


* Voigt. IIilc1chrRntl, p. 41. 
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as if along with rude 
hpphenl:-; and the ruc;:tÏc throng, to adore the child crying 
in the manger. Truly to ðee you then, all(l tho:o:e that were with you, was a won- 
drous :-;pectacle, an example most edi(\"illg of the imitation of the t;:l\'iour. You 
had laid aside the in5ignia of imperial gmndeUl'; )'ou appeare(l as a lowly pl'ni- 
tent; you choðe the suffering
 of a mortified condition. On seeing you arrive thus, 
"ith Hermi:-;inde, your relation, the widow of \\ïlliam, Count of Poictiers, it 

eerned as if )Iary l\Iagdalen came with the other .:\Iary to the Eepulchre, not in- 
deed to :-,eek the lidng among the dead, but to adore the ve:-'tiges of him that wa.
 
ri'_>n." ..-\.ltruda, of the noble and powerful Roman f.1.mily of Frangipani, the 
wife of Raineriu:5, Count of Berthenora, came at the head of a milit:l1'
' force 
which she joined with that of 'Yilliam )Iarchesalla, of Ferrara, to relieve Ancona, 
in tile year 1172, when it was besieged by Chri:;;tiall of 
Iayence, arch-chancellor 
of the emperor, Frederic the Fir5t. She is de...;cribed by Romuald of Salerno, and 
Andrea Danc.1ulo, in their Chl"Ollicles, and by Boncampagno, the Florentine, in 
his book on the siege of .\.llcona. The latter says, that "in beauty this noble lady 

hone among5t those who attended on her as the morning star amidst the others, 
at the hour of prime." She tells the people of .Ancona that after her hu
band'
 
death, although oppr
sed with sorl"OW, 
he has gO\'erned his domains without con- 
tradiction. "T e find, in fact, that she make:i great donations to the monks of 
Carnaldoli, for the soul of her hU5band. She tells the citizens that on hearing 
of their distr
 and peril, she has left her ca:o:tles, towns, and po,sessions, and has 
ha
tened to their succor, leading at her side her only son, a minor, who, though 
but a boy, being mindful of his father's magnanimity, was inflamed with zeal to 
come to the a:5=-,i
tance and protection of friends. * "Tho does not recur with de- 
light to what he may have read in old Xorman history of that beautiful amI wise 
countess, Sybille, the wife of duke Robert, of whom 'Villiam of J urniège 
ays, that 
"in the ab
ence of the duke, she used to direct the public and priyate aflhirs of 
tlIP province better than the duke would have done if he had been prescnt."t 
"'hil(' Robert de Clllei, surnamed Burdet, was absent in Italy, his wife, Sybille, 
daughter uf "Tilliam of Caprea, defended Tarragona. She had no less courage 
than beauty. During her husband':; absence she was full of vigilance. Every 
night !'he armed herself with acuiras5 like a knight, mounted on the wall
, ma(1e the 
tour of the place, and kept the sentinel
 awake. """'hat praise," crie
 On1eric 
'Yitali
, "is due to a vounO' huh' who tllll
 selTes her husband with faith, by an 
, 0 . 
attenti,'e affection, and who piou:,ly governs the people of God with ability and 
Yi
ilancP."t 
In the cathedral of Luc('3, on the tomb of Berta, wife of the rnarqui
 Adelbert, 
of Lucca , who died in 92:) "on lll
l\' read these lines among others in her praise: 
, .. 
 


.. Quæ specie speciosa ; bono speciosior actu 
Filia Lolbm ii pu Ich rior l'
 ffif'rit i
. 


.. .\nnaJ. Cúmaldul. Lib. XXX. t IIbt. du Xormand. Liv. VIII. 14. t nist. Nor. Lib. XIII. 
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COIICIJi,) dl.ctO mnderßhat Tf'i!mlnR mu]t.I\ 

mper erat t.t:CUlU gratia wa'!ua Dei."* 


..\n c:lrlier nnd perhaps ...till mure beautiful exam ph.., was that of St. Bathil(1a, 
to wl}(,

 mihl auù gl"'.1ciou
 mallin,'. s I hefi)re allutll'tl, \\ hu (h"
 'rn,'(1 to be CII- 
tru
ted with that portiull of her hll
haIHI'
 autllOl'it
. which reg:u-dl.J the protection 
of the dlUrl'hl'
, :Ulli the cou..u1ation of the pOOl'. Ch
lnrl.'(l with the regenC') on 
hi:, lh.atll, she cllflalll'hi
l the >rf..,; Lut a - :AA>1l U:) her Oil Clotaire I I I. was of 
Hhc tu reign Jo.hc h
tcned t.o gratify her Im'c of holy retil'emcnt, Ilnd \\ irluJrew to 
the moun
tery of Che1lC:-', which <.;hc had filliluled, and \\ her(' :-he lived a:, a 
im- 
. 
pIc nUll, (levull'.} tù \\or1\:s of piet
. ami ('harity to the puor, in whieh house ...he 
dit't.1 in the Yl'ar 680. ßl'
ltrix tilt" gre.ltdllt.'he.., of TII:,('anJ, 1)1' of tell prai:'l.J by 

t. Petel. Damian, \\as 
 highly and nniversl.ll)' \"('neratt'C.I. tholt citicscontcllòed for 
her tomh. 'Iuratori transmit. the \.C1"'-. of DOllizo,t in which he expr 
 his 
r('gn't that F-u('h a ('Cldn-atN mul holy la,ly !oohouM have IH'r 
 pulchre in Pi
, an 
l'lI1poriulll of the Fa..t, \\ hil'h ht'ars the IWJjuril'
, of P
lgan
, Turk
, \fric
lIb, 
:lnd Parthi:lII
, who tr:ul' thert., :uHI \\ hieh tllll:; l'ontain' 
o man)" fal'ilitie" for 
crime, ill:,t.('ad of being ('ntol11ht'(l in C:UK "-.a, whil'h W:li an emin('nt city in tlac)
l' 
(Ia
":o; fi.r religion and purit), of mal1llcrs.t ".hat would the anciel1G have thought 
of thi... conh'ntion f()r :1 wom:m';, grn\"e? \bo\"c all, how m1miraLIe appears the 
union of f('mall' ju!o-ti('l' in the middle .1
C'" with prineely pm\'('r, in the per:--on of 
11('r illu::-trioll:o; (lau!!hter, the ('OUllte..:o, 'lathihla? u \\11('11 th> \\ hole world," as 
Doni foia) s, \\ ith a l'oetil' liC't'nCl', "wa... infl"'Cted \\ ith the It'prosy of schism, it was 
a \\Olmm in Italy who rcmainoo C'OIbtant to Chri...t, in the person of Gregory his 
vIcar. 


.. · \1lnds dom118 ,:o]a 'IHthiidi
 ('rat RpariOSft 
C'ntholici., pror!>1JCI fuit hrec tuluS qllR!'i portu8 ; 
X.,m qlh)! l1tullilILhnt rt'\., Iw]lchßI. "pollahnt 
Pontifices, moonchO!'l, cil'ric-o
, ItaIm.. (luoque Gall08 
At! vivum fontem currchant funrlilU
 olllne8 
RciUct't atl dictam J)ominl\m jam ment.. heoigoam 
Quæquc requirehant aplill ip!'sm rl'ppt riebaot.' .. 


IIer justice deterred the ('ucmit' of the Church, who !'ought to plunùer it, and 
her death will be the :,ignal for letting thpffi loo
e. 


.. 
tßhlLnt 0 quanti crut!('les alque t) ranni 
Sub "pede justa, nO!-Ct"oll'9 tt' fllre jll!'bm: 
Qui dl
 Ilvuntur, jam pacis fætlclß rlllllpunt 
Eccle"iß8 "polißnt, nunc nt'mo vimlicnt ip"88."
 


The lady of old feudal times has e\'er !x-en fil argument of thl> poet's strain; wit- 
ne
:o' that of the LI.
t )lin
trel, wl)('re it pr
('nts tllP l:td)' of Brallk
on}(' appear ing 
on the castle wafl, to answer the :;Ullllllon of tllP Engli:-h lonls who come to (1e- 


· Itß1ia Snd ra, I. 802. 
t AouaL CamaldnL Lit. XX. 


t HI r. Itßlic.Script. tom. V. Viln \htl1i1d. Lih. I. c. 2 
s:; \"ita .\i:.tll1ld. Lih. II. c. 2. sod 20. 
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mand the person of 
ir 'Yilliam of Delorain{', leading bt{ore hcr eyes her little 
son, their captive, to whum she makes that grand reply, 


" For the Joung heir of Branksome's Jine, 
God be his aid, and God be mine I 
Through me DO friend shall meet his doom, 
Here. while I live. no foe finds room." 


At the moment when Subieski mounted his hurse to ha"ten to the relief of 
Yïenn3., dllrillg the memorable .::;iege uf IG83, whcn the Turks threatened to con- 
quer this bul wark of Christendom, the queen, holding in her arms the )"ollnge:oõt of 
their children, embraced him, anù wept. "\rlmt rea...un 11a,'e you to weep, mad- 
am ?" said the king. " I weep," she replied, " because this child is 110t in a concIitiun 
to follow yuu like the rest." Truly whell it \Va=-, a question of defending tbe huly 
state of Christendom, or of maintaining jU:o'tice in the absence of law, in defem..-e 
of the meek and the oppressed, the high, chivalrous sentiments of nature may have 
been allowe<I free scupe, and the ideal of Plato's chi,'alry realized, ,,,,,ithollt incur- 
ring the censure of the calm Eternal ""ï
dom. Such worùs as tho:;e of Clare to 
'Vilton, must then have had a noble import: 


"Go then to fight! Clan' bids thee go I 
Clare can a warrior's feelings know. 
Ami weep R \\ arrior's sigh ; 
Can Red Earl Gi1l>ert's spirit fee]. 
Buc1de the spur upon thy heel. 
And l>c]t thee with thy brand of steel, 
And send thee forth to die ," 


l\ot, therefore, in the light of an isolated amI wholly unprecedented fact, stands 
in history the heroism of the 
Iaid of Orleans, of which Pasqllier says, that, for 
his part, he regards it as a true miracle uf God, an opinion which in our age of 
criticism, has been supported hy the eloquent pen of Goerres. * :Xothing wa.;; 
more in harmony with the :;pirit of those times, than the :;:potle:;s purity of her 
manners in the midst of an army, the ardor with which she resolved to conten(I 
for justice, t!le prowess of her deeds in it" support, the wise simplicity of her an- 
swer:o', and the voluntary offerillg :UHI :o'acrifice of herself to a cause which she be- 
lievcù to interest 11eaven. Pa:oõquier allude:": to another memorable example of a 
woman heroically constant in fidplity tu the mu:;e of truth and ju
tice. " TIH' 
history of the constable of St. Pol," ..;ays he, " has filled my soul with de
pite amI 
compassion. "ïth similar effects have I re\'iewed the tragic history of the Duke 
of Bourbon; hut now that I come to !\[ary, qneen of Scotland, ( and remember 
what llleans of information he posses:oõed re:oõpecting her,) I seem to laa,'e only 
tears."t Petrarch, in truth, made an unjust restriction, when, in allusion to tlH' 
two sisters of the Cardinal Colanna, lae speaks of the distinguished virtue of the 


>II Die Jungfrau von Orleans. 


t Recherches de-la France. Liv. VI. 15. 
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Homau \\ Ollll'n ill 
euerul, and sa)"::, " I tis w ith rea
on that they arc n'IlO\\ HCÙ aLm e 
their Dex; for thcJ han' thl' telllll'rlll'.:.t) tLIllIlllOÒl'st). of woml'n, with th' courage 
anù constancy of nll'n." ,rhat else wa..; this hut the id(>al of the Chri
tian WOffil'n 
r('alizl'd in all Catholic eountrieð during a.r('
 oi faith? 
Ferc1inand, son of King \Iphon
o, was H:Ln'tl hy his wiCl' I:-:abl'lla. Wllt'll he 
had h('('u d('!eall'd, nnd in dangl'r of 10:5ing his kingdom. Thi8 ('onra;!t'ous priu- 
t'l'ð:i w('ut bl'<.'retly. di:-:gui
('ll ag a ('apllchiu, to fillll lll'r uncle, the Prin{"l' of Tart'n- 
tum, \\ ho \\:LS the IIlIR-t formiùahll' of the ellcmil''i of her l1ushal1l1, alItl thro\\- 
ing hersl'lf at his feet, npP":I.&>tl. him. But Ill'rt, \\ ' mu:-:t di:'!tiu;!Ul:-h, a... the 
t:ichoolml'n sa).. 
\n the itlt'aS of th
 mi<ldle ages tended to iu::pirl' IIH'n \\ ith 
a\"('r:;ion Cor such kilh} of 80lieittll1l' ns that of the <'ouutl'SS de l'enthit'\"rl', who 
ma(le her \ irtuous h n:-Lancl. ('harl<'8 of Bloi
, promi:--('. on ll':n iug :\ ante:-, before 
the hattll' of \umri, in which he I():)t his lif(', that h, \\ ouM COIlSt'nt to no accolll- 
rnollation \\ ith John de 'Iontfort; and on the other hand, with lo\"'c and admiration 
for that e\ inced hJ Janl' oC Xa\"arrl' who. on hearing- that her husùanù, tho Dukt' of 
Brittnu
. through indignation at the articles l'ropo
ell by the King of Francl', h:Ld 
re'óh l'tl, in llcspitc of danger, on n..r
ting hi8 nmLa ",dors, took up their chil. 
lln>n in her armg untl tllrpw her'
lf on }ll'r knecs b ,Core him, to l'ntrcat that he 
would s1.lfTt'r hi!l \\ rath to ('()ol, :llltl Ilt'\ PI' rose from tht: ground, till she had 
l'l'r
u:
dl'll him to rt'\ Oht' tIlt' orll<'r.. 
The
('. ho\\ '\ PI', an. ran' ol'casi(>ns ('al1ing forth heroic and e\. traorl1ilmry efTorW. 
It snit'i our obje.t LeU 'I' to mark thc conscqUl'nl'(,i of t:H' thirst for ju..;ti('t', in thc 
fulfilnH'nt of th ' mort' ('ommon duti('s of those whom natnr.' 1m.} ùl.
igued fur the 
con:-olalion antI in
tru('tiou of t1oml'stic life. " lIapp
' tIlt' man," cries tL French 
popt. .. to \\ horn (:od granti :, ho
y mothl'r 
 I fapp)' till' uge
, tllt'n, of which 
I att<'mpt till' hi4ory. \\ hich Wl'!"C accustomed to h 'hol<1 multiplied the matl'r1H\l 
imag-t' in all till' 
wel'tm>:;:;, tltr('ngth, ancllX'rfection to \\ hich faith had e\:alt
tl nature. 
The '-Plwrahle nhhot whom )'on :1rl' ahout to hmr, rp:1<}cr, is the c('lebratl'd 
GniLcrt dC' X ogent, \\ 110 wai horn in tlu
 )"l'ar lOj
, in tho ca:-:tlc of lleauY,li:,i
, 
and "h('n you ha\'c 11l'artl him ùcscriù' his mother, you will know in general 
what was the lIlatprnal ch:\r:\cter Iluring till' middle ..lges. H Got! of mercy find of 
E':lIlctity, I rt'J1th'r thanhs to tht'l' Cor all thJ hpll('fit:5. At fir
t, I thank thpc for 
Im\"ing gr:.mtQd m.' :1. h(':mtifnl, eha
tt', awl mOtlest motlwr. \\ ho W:\8 infinitclJ 
filled \\ ith thC' fear of thy name. .\8 for her ùc.'l.uty, it is not altogether \ain 
tv 8p('ak of it. If Sallu:;t h:,(} not thought that lJl':mty alone, without morals. 
Illi;!ht ùe prais'll, }U' wouM not ha\t' 
ai<l of Aure1iu Orc:.:til1a that in h('r, 
he
i(les hmut)'. there waq nothing goot1 to pra;...p. 
\Jl(}, in(ll't'tl. although an 
ima
(' in r('btion to faith is s.lÏ<l L) the "l'():,tlc to be nothing. neverthel ....... that 
apt conformation of memhC'rs i:-: not uJl(ldC'n'in
 of rea
onab]e praise; for, a1- 
thou
h mom('nt:Ln('ou
 hl':Lutv i:o; mutahII' hy tlH' in
ta.hilit), of ùloot1, ai; ('n'ry 


· LOUllll'.1.U IIi.,t. tic B."d, YIII. 
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thing cl:::;c of imaginary good, yct it cannot be denied to be good; for whatever 
is eternally instituted by C;od is beautiful, and whateyer is temporally bealltifnl, 
is only as it were a mirror of that eternal beauty which has heen witnessed 
when angels have appeared to men, and which will be seen in the bodies of the 
elect, when they are made conformable to the brigÌltnes8 of Christ in his transfig- 
uration. I render thee thanks, 0 God, for haying added to her beauty virtue. 
Thou knowest how thou didst impre

 her with the fear of thy name, which she 
found a remedy against all mental diseases; how she loved domestic retirement, 
and how careful she was 110t to condemn others who went much from home; and 
when, by strangers or servants, any fables of this kind were related, how :::;he U::il'.} 
to turn awa)?, and endeavor by whispers to put a stop to them. being a
 
much affiicted as if it were her own character that was called in question. The 
virtnous looks of my mother, the fewness of her words, and her constant tranquil- 
lit). of countenance, were not made to emboldcn the lightness of those who ::itlW 
her. It wa:::, far less from experience than from a kind of terror with which she 
"a" inspired from on high, that she learned to detest sin; she used often to tell 
me that she had so penetrated her soul with the dread of a sudden death, that on 
coming to a more advanced age, she bitterly regretted that she no longer felt in 
her a
ed heart those same agitations of pious tenor which she had felt in an age 
of simplicity and ignorance. In the eighth month after my birth, my father, ac- 
corùing to the flesh, pas5cd away. A1though my mother was then in the bril- 
liant lu::.tre of her beauty, she resolyed to remain a wiùow. \Vhat gl'eat examples 
of modesty dill Ehc then give! Li, ing in an extreme fear of the Lorù. and with 
an equal love for her neighLors, especially those who WCl'e poor, she gO\ erIlcd us 
an.! our goods prudently. lIer mouth was so accustomed to recall without cea..;:- 
ing the name of her deceased husba.nd, that it seemed as if her soul had ne\"(
r any 
other thought; for whether in pmJing, or in dl3tributing alm:5. or even in the most 
ordinary acts of IÍfe. she continually useù to pronounce the name of this man, 
which showed that her mind was always occupied with him. She offered dail)' ::;ac- 
rifiC'es for his soul, and gave great alms. and she often beheld him in visions. which, 
as they did not inspire her with any security, but lllPrc1y pxcited her ðoliC'itU\le. must 
no doubt have come from God, and from those angels who ha'"c care of t1l<' tical]. 
She was assiduous in repairing to the churcht'5. being ncver on the common occa- 
sion absent from the nocturnal offices. .\t her own expense, she ma.intained, with 
bumble faith, a lamp perpetually burning in the church of St. Ledger. 
he Iparnell 
the sen'n penitential psalms by heart, not by rethling, but by hearing them. She 
was uni,oersally venerated, and being much visited by noble men and women, on 
account of hl\r amiable and gracious conversatioll, she useù, when they went away, 
to have great scruples less she should have utterpd any less true or idle word. 
Thou knowest, 0 God, with what purity and holine:-s she brought me up. not 
sparing even to clothe my little body in the pomp of raiment. that I might :)Cpm 
to equal courtly or royal boys !\either sleerin
 no
 wakin!!. dill her solil'itutle 
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for me ever CC.1SC. .\t length, on St. (rrcgory's daJ, she sent me to school to learn 
grammar, from u man who could not, indt'C'd, teach me what he tlid not know him- 
3elf, but from OIW who WU.i most c:Lrt'fuI to In't'Sl'r\ e mt' in virtue. For with 
whalt.'vcr \\ï)..') modl'st. \\ ith whatcver was clla"i
'. with whaten'r wa.:. IMrt 
of exterior elegance, Ill' mo
t f:Lithfullyand 10\ iugly imbued me. In after year::;, 
wben I wa:-; elt'ct<
11 ahbot. thou kno\\ t...;t, 0 GOI1, 
lOw much she was ufllif'tcd? for 
\\ hat othl'rd ùceuwtl 
 tiOur(" of honor, \\:1'" to l1I'r matter of intolerah1t, grit'f; 
hecause she (lid not \\ i;,h mt' to be t''tpf)
l'(l 80 JonneY' to 60 l11any d:LIl cr ers, e:-:pet'ia1Jy 
kno\\ inJ! that I \ras ignorant of f pusÏc' thing
, having de\"oted mysdf exclusively 
to letters. 01lt' \\ oula ha\.e thought that the admonitions which she 
avt' me on 
thito: occasiou. anti Ilt'r 1}rt'tliction:i also, mu
f lune (,Ol11l', not from an ilIiter:1tt' 
woman, but from a m():)t Iearnoo hishop. 'Vlll'n m
. mother u.t Iell'Tth wai scill'lI 
with her last illness, both my brother and I werl' abst'nt at Xogent: (:od sparell 
her tf'lltlt'rm'ss ILlltl 0I"lIt'rt't1 nil for tht. hl'st. 'Vhl'u my oldma..:ter, who had clS- 

nrnt'tl till' rcli
iou8 hahit, \\ ''l'ping stood by Ill'r (h'ath-hetl, anll :.:aiII, · Lo your 

ons art' far away, and pl'rt'hsu('e you are grieved that you 8hould die ùnriu
 thcir 
ab-;enC'e;' 
hl' replied, Iookmg on him tì1:etlly, 'Had they even remair1l'd within 
the adjacent c1oi..ter r Cìod kno\\'
 that J ,,,ish neither tllf'm nor any otllt'r of m
' rc- 
lation... to be pre
t'nt ILt Ill) t1mth. Thl'rl' is onl
 o Ill'. \\ horn with all my strt'ng-th 
I \\ or:-hip; on I}" t )no \\ hoSt, prt ..enre I dt'sirt' no\\.' The -1:lIllt' night ...Iu' tlt'partl'tl 
not un
rntl'fully, us w' belit" l'. to the I'mbr.t.C\.
iZ of h('r (
od. .,. 
Happy U
t'S, "hen (;Otl g:L\e men holv motht'rs. Happy the man in modern 
tim(>
 who has not occ:L.,-ion to ../et'].. for thprn in tilt' chronif'IC''3 of tIlt' P:L"t. .. Ther 
sleep," S<L)
 a pm't in our tla)
. slX'akin;.! of hi'J motlJl'r's gran': .. a;iü\. )"pars t1l'- 
'otcd to one sin
Ie thought,-of a life 1':L..t in tloing- good; of iunocl'ncl'. of Ion'. 
of hope. of purity. 'rImt u:.:pirations rowards her Ood: \\ hat faith in Ileath, 
\\ hat virtu('8 in earn<'St of immortality! Ho\\' many slt'l'ple." nights Spf'IIt in :L11e- 
viating PlLin! 110\\ many pll':L"urt'B rl'nonncefl in ortler to :ti8ist PO\ l'rty: How 
m
my tears, at an times rt':lIl). to flo\\ and min
Ie \\ ith the tears of others; how 
manv sighs after anotl1l'r country; :1.nd how much patien('c to endure IL life of which 
thl' crown wac; el...pwhere?" This W.LS the mother of the mir1tl1l' ngt's; on beholrI- 
in!! which I fl'pI a tear pprin
 up h
" pious ull'lIlory \\akt't1. though timt' I-tl'als t'\l'n 
.;:orl"Ows from tIll' ll1':Lrt. tlouhtlf''''i "('caU":l' thl'Y \\"('re s\\"t't'tt'r than any joy. Coltl 
judgment al1(1 thl' sen!':C of gootlnt'S3 are all that remain, where it was once 
thought that imp:L
ionl',lIo\-e awl tlevoted tenth'ruess must ha'.e bc:m t'ternal. 
If you would t:(,t'k ot\wr l'x:\1uple
 from the same hi40r)". your sl'nrf'11 ne('d not 
hI' long. 'rlll're you will behold the illu:.:trious alltl piou
 matron Willa. mother 
of Theobald, who renounces all the consolations of home umi country, t1.1111 flie:; to 
the tlesf'rt of :-ialonica. on the fir:-:t tit1ings of ht'r long-lost son h
1.viJl
 be('n di
('ov- 
crt.d there ulldl'r:L hermit's cowl, und there !oIl(' senes HOtl with him till Òt':I.t1' 
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makes the 
('parati()n.* There you will see 
luril'1, the fir
t wife ofTancrt.(l dp 
1 buteville, who, :-ays the old chronicle, \\as beautiful, strictly virtuous, and in 
CUll ver:--ation 1ll0:-;t holy; worthy of P(,I'pctual memory, and wontlrouslf praised 
and extolled by all Illen. There )"011 \rill f'ee ]i"J'á.,',cade, too, his second wife, who 
made no distinctions in her 10\.e betwel.n her own chi1dren and tho
c of the for- 
mer marriage ; 
() that it was impossible to discover by her manner which were hcr 
own. 
Durillg the middle ages, it wa
 oft('n nece

ary to find an apology rather for the 
abundance of maternal affe(.tion, than for it..; aL::;enæ ; and yet the passage of St. 
Ambrose, to which IwJy Illen had recourse on these occasions, must have been the 
more satisfactory, a..; it held up to them So faithful a mirror, in which tl1('Y could 
discern how the spirit and manners which IH'e\'ailed around them were often supe- 
rior to the type of uature. "Consi(lcr," says the holy bi
hop, "what the 
mother of Zeoedee's children sought with and for her sons. It is a mother soli- 
citous for the honor of her 80U:-;, of who:,e vows indeed the mea:-;ure is immoderate, 
and yet it should be pardoned; it is a mother far alh.anccd in age, studiously re- 
ligious, destitute of consolation; arrived at that stage when she ought to be a
si....t- 
ed 01' nourished by her off.-;pring, aUlI yet she suffers them to be absent from 
her, and prefers to her own pleasure that they should deserve the recompense of 
having folIowed Chri!-'t; for at the first word of the Lord calliug them, they had 
left their nets and fo1Jowed 11im. l\Ioved, therefore, by the indulgence of mater- 
nal affection, Rhe besought the Saviom', saying, 'Grant that my sons mar !'it the 
one on thy right hand alld the other on thy lcft in thy kingdom.' _\.lthough it 
was an error, yet it wa
 an error of piety; for the howels of a Illothel. are strangers 
to patience, awl although greedy in vow:;;, yet the cupidity is pardonable which i
 
not greedy of money but of grace; nor is it a shameless petition which consult..; 
not fOl' hel'self but fOl' her children. Consider the mother, thillk upon the moth- 
er. Chri:.;t con
idercd the loye of the mother, whose old age was consoled by the 
reeompen:-;e of the sons, which though wearied by maternal desires, endured the 
absence of the dearest })Jedges. Consider also the wornall, that is, the weaker 
cx, 
whom the Lord had not as yet confirmed by his own passion. Consider, I say, 
the heir of that first womall E,'e, who was transfused illto aU, sinking under tIle 
w
ight of immoderate cupidity, whom the Lord had not as yet redeeml.tl 
with his own blood, nor as yet delivered by his death from the long-accustonll'd 
affections 301](1 appetite of power. The woman, therefore, failed in following an 
}lereditary errur." 
The Christian manners, in regard to young women, prescribed the re\'erse of 
what was required by the cu
toms of Sparta. It appears from St. Chrrsostom, that 
before maniagp, ,,"omell lin
d in retn'at. "IIow," he asks, "can a man know be- 
forehand, the charactel' aud df'fects of the woman that he is to marry, sillce till 
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that moment, cu
tOIl1 r pr luirC'8 that sIll' should li\l' in retreat, mlll in the habit u
 
rl-",training hCl':-õelC. ... During tIll' middle n
l'
, the I'arnc tlit>ciplino pre' ailell, and 
Hubichan 01) 'erH'
, that l'\l
n in IIHulcrn time
. thl'-)O ) oung pensiuncr!) from ('oD- 
,ents ha\ e becn led to the altar in prcference to others \\ ho had hl'l'n tau!:ht IJ)" 
their o
tclltatious educ.ltion, to :L::;
UnlC the forms of a (;rcck statul', whell ê.L('f'01ll- 
p.m) iug them
eh l'S on thl' harp. :nul to fh. a dnh of c\lronologJ, with the skil1 
of un acac.lL'mieiun. 
Y l't, in tho womell of the middle ages, Wad not wanting the spirit which had bCl'n 
the atlmimtion of nntif}uity; nor 
\ hen OCClk;lOIlS rl'f}uired, the corrl'::,ponùing deed 
which had becn irnrnortalizl'll in the }JI)t'try of Grl'l'Cl:. There were !:It ill 
.\nti
(}n:L-:. though Ull'ru 'H'ru not 88 yet. B,,'liJuhh "ïlli.LJIl C:unpisarnperio of 
Pallua. after :-pew1ing his fir
t Jl'ar in prison, on his C:)Cape, took arms 8g.1Ïn.t 
the t) mnt Ec('elino, from "ho
p cruel yoke he sought to fre' hi8 cOlmtr)'. But 
bl'in
 hl'tr.')'l'
 by Alherico, who hall only pn'tl'nded to be tho tyrant's fo..", he 
\\as :l
:lin C:1....t into prison. and linaHy lwhe:111('ll in the public !oI(f11:lfl' at P<lllua, 
wlll'rl'. by ordl'r of Eccl'lino. his body wa
 left on th' groUJul to be dl',"oured 1)\' 
llog
. That night, ho\\ l'ver. \\ hill' no man clurst reIllO\ l' it. aU his rl'latlon
 and 
frit'Juls hl'ing prOð<'rihccl, came Haria. the hl'.Llltiful d:mgÌ1te: of l'ount 
\lhèrt of 
HaOlH'. \\ ith tIll' tl:mghtl'r of (
l'ranl de l'am}Jisamp('rio, ILIlII 
()nll' other 1atIie , 
who t.aking it np, ('arriecl it to tIll' B:L':;ilica of St. Antonio. allli th('l'l', with 1ighte , l 
taper
. and ad much solemn rite as wa':i cnn
i
t 'nt \\ ith secrecy anù ùe
l},ltch, placed 
it in a hol)" 
mn'. f 

t. .Jl'rOllll' s.:LY::. that a. Iluu
htl'r 
houl<l not go to tho B:Lsiiic:L:-'! of the mart
r8 
unlt,.:s in ('omp:my "ith her lUotlll'r.t In this re
pcct, tIurjng the nges of faith, 
Wl' ure again pre:'l'ntcd "ilh the manners of tIll' old poetic world. for of the fl'mi- 
ninL' boh1ul':-"'" whieh bl'long
 to a (','rhin st) Ie of l'c1ucution in latl'r timcs, '\\e find 
no trace in II 0 JJll' r. WIll'n all tIt(' companions of Xau:-:icaa fll,a 011 the 3pproa("h 
of UI)" " ",.oz. tIll' poet ('\.prCððl's the mocleRty of 
ausica:L by ÑI.)'in'''. that 
he re- 
m:LiJ1l'd bl'cau e 
Iincn"a had tilled Ill'r miml \\ ith couragc.
 At present. pcr- 
hap:-:. on such an occa-:ion till' instruction of a gOI1dCN:I would not he rt'quireò. 
It mu
t not 1)(' inferrl'cl. howl" ('r. that the JIll'pk claughter
 of tIll' ('atholic ùia- 
cipline in the michlll' ages. wero deficient in gra 'l'
, corre:-pomling to tIll' churm8 
with \\ hich they had becn enùowed by naturl'. 
.\t no tinw is Ul('re any thin:.r wholly i
ohLted or 80litary in morals or gl'niu'5 : 
and. Ull'rt'forl'. we nULJ infer JJlu...h rl':o:pecting the charactl'r of noble \\ ompn of 
the mi(hl1e fige
. from behollling the portrait of that Ll.ura. whom till' versc:; of 
Pdmrl'h ha\"e immortalizel1. lIer piety in days of youthful joy, rising- to matill':. 
and ll'a\"ing her chambl'r only for the Church, her union of bl':mty :mJ 5:metit)", 
her calm re
ignation in sorrow, the justice tmd gmco which markl'd all her way:::, 


· Trnct.at. de Vlrg'initatf'. 
1 Epist. L \"'11. 
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" Her worth;," sap) Petrareh, " had the dignity of nature, and her voice was a source 
of continual enchantment; soft. angelic, and divin<" it could appease the wrath, 
dis
ipate the clouds, and calm the tempest of the soul," l)(.r firmne:;:.; of purpose, 
and strength of judgment, when to show her /Sense of a breach of honor, she left 
marks of it in her will, in reference to a child who had offended, her modesty and 
humility, neyer bcin
 puffed up with vanity from her birth, her beauty, or the 
celebrity she derived from the prai8e
 of Petrarch, whom she only sought to lead 
to 1U'A\en by a life of grace !-all these were mon
 than the features of an 
indiyidual; for they" ere eharacteri
tics of whole generations. Did anyone wish 
to lea.rn in what exactly consisted the becoming? lie was referred for instruction 
to noble women; that soft and susceptible race, posse
sed intuitively with exquisite 
acuteness, the secret of all justice. r.rhe simple infantine and joyous air of the 
maidens of the middle ages, is still witnessed, we are told, in those of Spain, whose 
charms and graces from being without any mixture of what in France and Eng- 
land is termed education, and said to inspire an unwonted and supreme delight, * 
as those who have only seen artificial beds of flowers, are enrapturcll on discover- 
ing the wild blossom of the mountains, or the bright, exquisite gem which spar- 
kles on the dark green borders of the sleepless stream. The women of the middle 
ages sought no power to charm from rrarentine robe. which was a term of re- 
proach even among Gentiles. Byron is struck with somewhat of rever<,nc<,. as 
well as delight, at the dress of the Spanish wome
l. when he makes that admirable 
remark rcspecting the air of m)"sticism. and of gaiety, which belongs to them; 
and whoever has beheld those beautiful white forms. kneeling like the women of 
\
enoa in chur{;hes, veiled, will have no difficulty in conceiving hi
 emotions. 
General simplicty in dress wa
 fonnd compatible \\ ith occasional magnificl'IH'(', 
as the old poet said of t1w Dame de }'ayel : 


.. La Damps' l'st tost acpsmée, 
Car belle dame est tost paél'e." 


The air of hardy plainne

 which rpigned in aU privatp rela.tion
. agreed Wf'lI 
with beauty. The daughters of those times hall no zonp that canght tht> eye mon
 
than the person did, no frontlets 
 if one wished to deck the 
un with jl'\n'l
. In 
church. and in all honorable places. women generally app<,art>ò, wrapped up in 
whit<, fold
. o\"er which was thrown a long blaC'k manUt'o t It i
 tll1.:-: we find 
thPffi repn'8ented in old glass wÏIlIlows, au(l miniatnrl'
; allIl the hahit of some 
orders of Iluni-ì is only the same which has remai,w(l unchanged. TIll' dntie
. e\"en 
the recreations of women, were humble alIIl private. It was. as \\ ith the Ureeh:-:, 
in the time of 
E:-:chylns, when no woman l'Vt'r went to the theatre thongh a 
foolish tale pa
:-:eù CUlTent in later time:;. re
pecting their h'rror on t1w t'ntran('c 


· Hulw,' Skizzf'n au., Spanipn, p. 40. t I1ddon<;. yon \,., fÌp!owhichten d..... St. Gallpn. 
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of thc chorus of furic:i ill the EUIlll'ni,lt.:--. I nnO('('llt ,1,.light amI dut)" ',cnt hnud 
in hand, in swt.'Ct conformit)" with thc dp..i
n of natlll.l'. 
Till' di:--eiplinc "hieh Ci('cl"O uS('rib. to alleitic'i but ::>pal"t:l, by whieh WOllll'n 
were ('onfilll.d within the shadc of \\alls, aud lcnJcl"l'tl iueapabh. of all)' 
ncti\'e c'\.l'rci
 b
' the :--oftUl'''''' of thei.' hahit..;, dill not JH'I'\'ail iu thl' middle .lgl'S. 
Thu:--e \\ ho, likc Xall
i,'a:l, laad hrothcr:"! ill tht> bluom uf youth, who always wi..h. 

,l to havc rrl':--h w
bhc,I (.Iotlu.", goillg to the dlOl"Ili, \\l're lcd :.-ometime" by 
the employml'nh that dcvoh-l'(lupon thl'lll to thc ma.'lrili of rivcrs ami fO\lntaill
, 
whe.'e the f.'agrant ni.', aUlI thc lovel)" a::.pect of gru\' . 
lIuI ßJl'adoW':"J, 
tlpplied rc- 
fh...hlllent, :llllIthc plca..'-ure.lI..t JI11!,.nial to illnO<'Cnce. 
pinning was another oc- 
l"upation helon
ing to all WOIIll'n of the mi,lt1h' a
l''';. "'Ill'plll'nl"..;..;t.s :-:1'1111 at ('ot- 
tage do()r
, li..h.ning to romantic tall''';; thl' ,lallghh'r...; of ('it in'ns :-'1'1111 in tllt'ir court 
)'anls, whilc :oeolUC old rdati\"c I"l'ad uloud fmlll a spÏ1'itual book; prill ''';P
 :--pun 
(Ill tlae Lal('oll il'S of pala('f'", I i:o.tl'ni Il
 ta) t h ' lUu...ic of i lI..trUllll'nts, 01' tile 
ong of 
the min..tn,1 : IIUlb ,"pun 3ftt'.' m3till
, :-'I'atl'tl undl'r .Ilt' uITade", of tlll'ir e]oi..t('r. 
TIlt' IlOly (1'1l'en .\,It.bil)t., motht... of kin
 1:01)('r., 11:--('(1 to take 
\ pridt' ill wOI'king 
with 11t'.' 0\\ It hand..:, in ('mhroith'.'in
, lell' thc ornament" of ehllrdmol. E\"(
ry 
dlllrda amlmOIl:1stl'ry in till' mi,ltlh' agl'" could hoa..;t of ..urn' delirut 
 wurk which 
att
lt..J the ingenious 
1.ill a.:; \\ ('II 
I., piety, of th(' maidens ul1lImatrolls of the 
ntljuinin
 manor. l
pon opt'nin
 in tilt' :\hl)('y of :-\1. Dt'ni..;, tht' tomh of ,Tean dp 
H mrhlHl, \\ ife of king Chade..; '''''., tllt're \\ l're fOUlul tlae remain... of a Cl'Own, a 
gold ring, all,l a :-.pilllll., or di:-t:dl' uf wood gilt, half ll('('
)"("(I, the :--ymboJ of l]o- 
..It....tic occ'lpation... OlaUi )Ia,rnu
, ArchLi:-hop of Ul'sal, rdatc-.;, that" the 
wonll'n uf the Xorth, ill point of cxecution, tlaou
1a pt'rh:tp:oi not in tl)(' choiee of 
a !o'u1
jPd, ('
l'elll-tl e\'en the Homan arti:--ts in the work of tape..t..)" ; f.'r that cvcn 
ill1l:--t riulh \\ omen, in onlt-r to :1\'oid i<llcm...;..:, Il--l"(l to eX(,I"(.i...e U :--uhtlc ::;kiII in 
making ao; it were her{'llitary ornament:, for their hOll '-1.""" Th(' hu..h:lIl(l, indeed, 
as in the days of Al
:-{'hyI1l:O:, was what ::\1 int'l V:1 ('all... t1.(' t')"t' ofthehou
, ÔWj1aTWY 
Èmð"'O"Tot.t Han-I)" in the midllle ages ('mald an)" man a",crihc hi., c"er1a
ting' 
doom, lik., Husti('IIl'ei, if we ('rl'llit ])ant(', to the !=a\'a
(' tempt'r which r('hellt'cl 
llg:Iin..t hi", ju..t llome:-tiC' sway. hXt'\,prthe1t
...," u'" CI('Ill'
n'" .\Il'\.:lnclrinui oh 
:-;Pl"\'C', "tlte ring wao; gi\'el1 to th(' :--pou"c a
 a 
ymhol of dom ''itic eu...tody amI ad- 
mini:..tration, that !-ola.. !o'houltl M'al up the thing:"! that were in the h011:"!e."t The 
hu:-:bamI was 1I0t aÒ60rhetI in llonll'stic en!!u
cment:-; ; he h:uI :-;till genero!-oity for 
his fripnd, and heroism for the (\l1l..e ufj1l4iN". Thpre arc (pw .Allthonio:" in citiæ 
that have a<h'all('pd in the mannpr
 of modern ('i\.ilization, though there n13)" be a 
t'llffil'icllt number of Shylü<'k:-,. ..\l'l'orclingly W(' fimI that hCl'oiC' love elltel"l'<1 gen- 
('mlly into the marriages of the micl,llc :Jg(':,. E\'t'n in tlar romanN"" of ('hi\'alr
', 
the knight5 are continually spealdng, in thcir perilous pa...;:-;agc!o', like Turuu:-- to hi", 
rriend:o: in the moment of danger- 
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- -" Xu DC conju.!.ðs esto 
Quisquc suæ tectique JIlPlllor: nunc magna referto 
Facta patrlml1audc
(lue." * 



rhe ::;plrit which presiùed ovel' marriages In the middle agc was not merccnary 
nor political, nor choked with amLition of the meaner sort. The maxim of the 
Pythagormns, .. to avoid a woman who had gold on her pcr8on,"t seemeò to pre- 
yail in all its force. Down to the fourteenth century, in France the dowry of 
,\omen was a chaplet of roses; the fortune of men w
 their worth, their heroism. 
their spotless honor, or e\"en their learning and wisdom. A dowry was no more 
e":'l'ntial during the middle ages than it was in Homeric times, when a daughter 
for being beautiful and expert and prudent, might reckon upon gaining for lwr 
husband the best man in wide rrroJ. ., Hippodameia," says Homer, {twas beloyed 
by her father and mother above all their daughters: " 


- 7råuaJl yåp ÚI.l1/'J...LICL1]JI 
"
lCau.o 
"ú'J...'J...ú' lCui ãpYOLULJI in tppEuí' TOVJlEICq. lCai P.L'II 
yijp.w ùJlrjp WpLUTO!: IJli Tpoífl EVPEÍ1].! 


(-;iroie, sprung from the two noble familes of the Francs and Bretons. to whom 
duke Richard had gi'\en the two castles in Kormandy, of )Ionh'euil and of 
}'chanfour, while on his journey to find the duke, was received and lodged in the 
house of TOL1stain de )[ontfort, and ha\-ing merely seen by chance at dinner Gi- 
sl'le, the daughter of that knight, without any inquiry he demanded her in marriage 
from her illustrious parent:::, a.nd obtained her for his wife.
 Such disregard was 
shown to the interest arising from family connections, that we find the German 
noblcs of the tenth century censured by the fourth }
ckehard, ALbot of :-;t. Gaul, 
for choosing wives out of Italy and Greece, to the neglect of the German 
daughters. II ,. Virtue is all the dO\uy tha,t you need leave your daughter;' 8ays 
)IarcilillS ricinus to Bcrlingherio.. u In the fifteenth century, we find the preach- 
ers of Italy laying great stress upon observing the ancient simplicity in relation 
to marriages. Bernardine of )[onte Feltro preaching at Tuderta, on the manner 
of the Christian life, 8howed the necessity of moderating the dower of ùangl1Ìl'r
, 
and of renouncing great expense:; in the celebration of nuptials. ** 
Ioreover. we 
find that the great importance of attending to spiritual or intellectual interest 
in the formation of alliances, was not. ovcrlooked. ::Stephen, King of llungary, 
sought Gisile, daughter to the emperor lIenry, in marriage, but he {'ould not 
obtain her father's consent till he had embraced the Christian religion. This 
was the Stephen who, once converted, turned himself to Christ with all his heart, 
and became a mirror of all sanctity. tt The traditions of the first ages had per- 


· X. 280. t JambJich dc Pythagoric vita, cap. 18. t II. XIlL 4al. 
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pctnatt'tl tIll' Fpirit of tilt' primiti,t' l hri
ti:m!i in this rp"pl'ct ('Yen \\ ]1l'1l the ()I'- 
(,:l
ion for :O:OIllt' of tl1("c prl'cautioll::' hall ('e;.LSl'll. The lhmgt'r8 rcsulting to the 
l'hristiun woman \\ ho t;hou hi hl'l'ome till' wifl' of IL Pa
all, nr' hitterly l
ml'lItl'(1 
b
. 
t. Cyprian u'l.Il Tcrtul1iun; tIll' luttpr t'lL)":-. .. The> husbaud "ishes to go to the 
bath, the \\ ife "1t5hl'S to ohst'r\l' tIll' station; till' husband 
i, cs :L banquet, the" ifo 
is oblige'l to f:L3t; alltl tlll'r(' i
 J1l" l'r 
o mu('h to do in the house as "hell the" ife 
wi..IH'8 to go to tIll' church. Wlml Pu(rall." hl' H
k.;. "" ould Wi8h to permit hig 
wif to g-o about thron Fh tho vill:Lgl'
, to entl'r btrall Fl' hou..;f':-:. to visit tho lm.thrl'n. 
thnt i
, till' sick awl tIll' poor? Who wouhl wi8h Ì{) JK'rmit tlU'm to carry watl'r 
to ":L:o;h their fl'(>t, pro' i:o;iollR un(l drink to ofTl'r th!'m? There :ue timcs of l'er- 

t'l'utioll too, anti" ho 'Hmlt1 conscnt that hi:i \\ifo HhouM \"i
it in I--ecret the 
pri
on
 in ortler Ì{) kiss the l'haLÏn:i of th' mart
.r
?" Then u(rain what new dif- 
ficulti wht'n Chri..;tian daughtcrs were born to th ' ragnn husband, anù Christian 
8i
tt,rs to Pagan brotJll'r:; j for in the.,e mixt'll marri:\g('
, the daughters almo:o:t 
al \\"a
 
 follO\\"l'd till' religion of Uw mot1ll'r. 
\Ïctoria of \iJitina. ß city lwar C.Lrt1mgl', mad, a vow of }wrpetual ch:Lstit)., 
hecau
'" her latht'r wisheù to oblige ht'r to lIl.Lrry a })agan. Tht>n" bat trials 
awaited the fcmalo f-la"t's "ho cmhnLI'L'tl ( hristiallity j what dangers from tl1l'ir 
mast('r
, aIllI the 801l
 of t1wir mastl'n:! \rhen the:,lJ mastl'rs hated ('hri::;tianity, 
W hat a life of misl.ry W:L.i thcir8! Tlllt:! th(' IIl:Lbtt.'r of St. Potamienllc of All'x. 
antlri-l, bcing unable to seùucc her, tlcJlounc ,(] }wr as a Lhri
tian to the proconsul 
_\quila, "ho C'onùpmnetl her to a. crt1l'1 puni
hm('nt. Pagan 
l:LH's could finll 
:-he1t('r from tIlt' fury of the>ir ma
ters in the Pagan tl'mpll's. hut it ig e\iùt'nt 
that Christians I'oultl not u' ail thcm::;eh.cs of this )'l'bQurCt'. TIll' council of 
Elvira in :JOj, (lecl:lr.' th:1t ,. t111' nnmbl'r uf young ]K')'Sons "ho may remain 
unmarrieù, cannot ('xC'u
(' tho!'t' part'ut8 who ('au!-;t' ( hri
ti:Ul virgins to contral't 
2L mar1'iagc with i(lol:lh'rs." "'till tlll'ro nn' mILll). :-uch marriagl'''. The
 
Chri
ti:L11 woml'n w('rt' 110t c'
chHll'll from the 
hur(;h. but th. Church diù not 
ble
 their uuion W:'JI the Pagal1
. which "as hut ß ch"il marringt'o In 
:4hort. Chri
tiau \\ IItlll'l1, iu \)rimitin' tinH'
, bufTl'red in tlll'ir pagan homed 
\\ hat many pious ('atho1i
 nomen of tht, 1:I1l'r ngei enclnrl'tl when plnecù 
in hons('
. whi('h, if )1(\t Pagan ill profession, ar' :,uch in fad: de>pcnùcnt 
upon fat11t'r
. hrothl'rs, hu
b:md
, anll m:L.,ters, who eitlll'r do not prof, 
 th('ir 
faith, or \\ hat is pt'rhaps "or:-l'. a" in Fr:mcl'. hUH' contraclt'tl 
L Ìlatn'd for the 
,.pr) J'l'li
ion w hil.h tlll'Y art' "u ppo";f'II to prof"88. * X ow it il:) true, that such 00- 
f'itSion:4 for con:oõt:mcy did hut' pry f'('1t1offi and partially e
i
t during thc miùdle 
a
"s "llt'n all th(' world \V:1
 nnitt'd in 0Ilf' religion. anù wheu ('hristian man- 
ners were IIl'f('ndI'II a
ain:,t tIll' it.w by tilt' forc(' of puhlic opinion. :-;Wl whl'nevl'r 
occa
ion (lid uri..:('. Wl' find that du(' attl'ution \\:LS paid to the intclll'ctual and moral 
intl'rl'
ts in all thf' rl'lationR of flome::ti(' lift.. Thl' master of tlw 
l'nt.'n('t's l'Xrre<;;
 


* Frl',ff't"i,'k 'hm t",". Die C'h,'i..ten "" lu...idni..d/l"n 1I .lII!-f'. t 'opl'IIJra
"n" 1 
:?
. 
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Iv teaches and shows from the holy father:;, that a marriage ought neyer to be con- 
tracted ùetween thos(' who are of different religions. * 
"In choosing a husband," says St. Isidore, H four things are generally regard- 
ed, virtue, race, beauty, ana wisdom; but of these wisdom is the mOBt effectual 
to cause love. Thus Dido loved ..tEneas for his beauty, 


, Quem sese ore ferens ; , 


for his virtue. 


, Quam fOl.ti pectore et armis; , 


for his wisdom of discour:5e, 


-' Heu qui.bus me 
J actatlls fatis, quæ beUa exhausta canebat ;' 


for his race, 


'Cl'edo equidem, nec vana fides, genus esse Deorum.' " t 


Certainly there are not wanting examples in ancient history to show that it was 
the philosophy, the poetic or literary fame, rather than the beauty of the youth 
which won the maiden's heart,-that intellectual enjoyments entered into the. idea 
of love's qualifications, and that the loves of the middle ages resembled. those oi 
which the poet sung, 


rij uolþía 7rapEÒpOVr; 
7raVToíar; åpETår; 
Vl'
P'YOVr;.t 


lIenee we find )[ar
ilius Ficinus telling his young friend, the poet _\ntonio 
Pclocta, that marriage will be no impediment to hiB study of letters, if he lives 
temperately, anrl. economizes his time.
 The hU:5band of the middle ages in fad 
was looked up to. a.ccording to npostolic prescriptions, as the instructor of tho 
house; he was not the husband of the civilization which Borne modern sophist,.) 
advocate. He rather resembled the son of Abraham, who introduced the woman 
that he loved into- the tabernacle of :Sara, his mother, and took her to be his wife. 
.dld so loved her, "ut dolorem, qui ex morte matris ejus acci<lerat, tcmperaret."11 
Here my discourse might recall the song which Dante heard in the region where 
spirits are made pure, that 


., )IallY a pail' exton'd. 
""ho Jived in virtue chaste}), amI the bonds 
Of wedded ]oye." ... 


Hoger. king of Sicily, was reduced to such a state o
 bitter affliction on the 
dcath of his wife Alberia, that for a long time he shut himself up in his pri\"atp 
rooms, and would see no one but his familiar ser\"ants, BO that it became the gPIl- 
eral opinio:l of mell, ùoth far and ncar, that he had died, and sûme nobles made 
all insurrection: and whoeycr affirmed that he \Va:,> still alive was laughed at. ** 


* 
pntent. Lib. IY. distmct 39. t Isidori Etymo]og. Lib. LX:. c. 8. t Eurip. :\Ieù. M41. 
* 
I:u
il. Ficini Epist. Lib. lY. II Genes. xxÏ\-. 67. -.; Purg. XXV'. 
** \.ll'xand. Abbat. de rt'b. g('stis Rogerii, Lib. III. c. 1. R
l'. Italic. Scriptor. tom. Y. 
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"-e cannot clltl'r un
 of our ßncil'nt 'alhetlral or mOlla...:tit' churc1H'
, without 
mCt,ting som . monument procluiming. in t<>rms mono or ll'ss bcuutifnl, the tendpr- 
m"sg and constancy of the 8.lmO u1Icction <1urin
 thc miùdl(
 a
c
. 'rIll' 10\c of the 
cc1ebmtRd Balth:uar C'a..:tirr}i(Hlt' for his wifp, is t1111
 ('''(prt'' 'pd ill t1lf
 inscription 
which hc' c:.usc'd to bo l)laced upon her tomb, in th' church of S. 
[ari:L delle 
Grazit', near 
Iantua : 


.. Xon ('goo nunc \"1\'0. cvnjux duld
sima; vit.un 
Corpore nanupU' tuo rata JUl.'.LlIl uù,tul,','unt; 
::;Cd vi\um, tun""lo cum t "um 'ond.lr in i,to. 
Jung'('ntUrtIUl' tuis o
...iùu
 u...... rot..l." 


I llß"p rp('ordc'el till' afTt'ctioll of nwn : 1>u t " hat t:lml1 I f::L)" of the" oman's 10\ p ? 
RlalleR Hulu'a, of Padu:l., hl1\ in rr fiLlIC'11 into thc harul:J of th' tyrant Ecce1ino. 
whcll th' fortress \\:Li t:lken, in dl'fenùing which her husb.Uld luw be .n slain, 
:o:ought to t!SC4lpc by throwing herself from IL \\ indow, hut "a
 rt:':-ened to giH' an 
t'xnmple to all future agt's I)f Jwroie pt'
\l'raIlr't:'; for wJll'n his crimc' "as ('{\J}Fnm- 
mah'd. after al1 attt'mph to corrupt lll'r mind h:hl failt:'d. c1i . 'mbling her Jrief, I-he 
dl'mandl...l pl'rmission to \ it." one' mort' the rl'mains of her husband; aud ent..r- 
iug thc sepulchre', where bloody anù )"l.t but grecn in rorth hc.lay fC':o:h.ring- in his 

hr011t.}, sht Tl'..:olvl'd, ß8 if unl.:ubstantial e1l'ath \\ c're umorOll
. uncl that tllp ll'aJl, 
abhorred muuHtl'r kC'}>t him tlu'rt' in ebrk to he llC'r paramour. to stay \\ ith him. 
amI nO\er from that pIa 'l' of dim night dt'p.nt a"ain. Bidding her (,}CS to 101lh. 
tht'ir la...,t, sh' ca.5t her:,."lf with sueh force upon thl' corpse, now half di,c:olH"c1 
upon the cold btone, that her arms took their last l'mhrae't:', untI with a kicz., 
he 
cliett · 
Vt:'ronic:1. elt' Gnmhl'ra. ß pOt.tt''18 RllIl patront:'ss uf 1<'a.rnÏlw, ùaughtt:'r of Count 
Gian-Francl'
O '
a.mbt'ra, 'ULS marrit'c1 to Uilbcrto, the tc
,th lord of l'orrl'g1o, 
"horn she lost nine )'l'års after their marri
lgt:', when she "a.
 
carce1y thirt)--thr('e 
yt .irs of agc'. 
h" cauf-l'e} to he l'ngravt.u 011 till' door of her ILp:
rtml'nt thcðC 1>c'au- 
tiful lint's : 


.. In... IIH'O!'o pi imus elui me Riùi junxit amores 
.\b:o.tu]it, ill., haùc.lt b('CUIU &Cr\"t
ttill" 
 'JHlkro:' 


Orlallllini, g'onfalonier of jm,tice at Florence, 111 cd i tatl'C.l cl(':.ully 't:'ngeunc' 
against Bulùacci0, I' hm\c \\artior of the rC'pllblic, for h:ning l''\pn':, "('e} indig- 
nation ut his cow.Lrdi(',o in fl) ing from 'larmtli 011 the in\':
ioll of Piccinnino. 
The gonfalonicr cone 'aleel the :.\.SSaSSins in his chamuer, where 13albaccio came l"' ery 
day to receÏ\ 9 o his orders. ûrlanùini con,'cn;ing familiarl)', wulkecl with him to 
the fa.L'Ll spot at the t:'nclof the room, thl'n g....vc the signal, whl.n the a8
iL:o:
in:-l rush- 
t:'tl out aUll elc':-:patc1wc1 him. IIis boely wa,d thrown out of th. windo\\, I1ml aftl'r- 
wa.rds exposed to the pcople. Ilis widow. _\1111(', dt:'\"otL,cl herself from that mo- 
mcnt, to a li!e of religion. She changed her house into ß moua..4('rJ. allIl "hllL- 


· fl...rnardini :-;eartJ...onii TTi:..;f. Patavina' Th......mr. .\ntiq. Ita1. tom. YI. 
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tillg herself up thefl
 with many noble woml'n, contilluetl there till hl'I deatH 
which wa:; in odor of sanctity. (. This monastery," mIll::; 
[a('hiave1, "which bear
 
l1('r nanll'. will perpetuate her ml'Illory till the end of time. ..* 
The horror which was inspired by every violation of this union, shows what 
was the general opinion and practiee of tho
l' times 
rany memorable SCl'nes 
were till' rl'sn1t of thl':.:e contra"ts. Let us imagine our:.:c1veö presl'nt at the Council 
of Uheim:.:. at which Pope Calixtus the Second assistell, amI mark what takes place 
on the third day. IIi1d('g
trde, countc!-
 of Poictiers, enters with a. numerous suite 
of ladies and guar,ls: 
he i
 a princess of great beauty, of about thirty year.:; of age; 
tears stand in her eyc
. which í'he wipes away from time to time. She makes an 
l'1oquent and feeling harangue. complaining that her husband has forsaken her, to 
the great scandal of the Church. The whole a

emùly is moveù to compassion. 
The Pope ask..... if the Count iö present, conformable to the order sent to him to 
attend: thp bi
hop of :::;aintes e'{plains the rea
oll of his prince's absence. who has 
heen delayed on his road by sickness. The Pope then fi '\es a. time for him to ap- 
pear to hear his sentence of e'{communication, nnleS3 he shoulcl take back lJÏs 
COtmte:o::o::. The love and respect of which women generally wefl
 the objects dur- 
ing tlw IT'iddle age
, might alone be deemed a sufficient In'oof Qf the eminent :,en ":(' 
0: virt
::.
 and justice which helongs to them. 

\t the time of the Crusades, when the armies of Europe were to a;;sist at the 

pectaele of 
rahometan ma.nners and of the religion of sense, there vas reason t,) 
fear that their condition in that respect might suffer a sad reversc; but, a:- a 
French writer remark
, it was preei5cly at that epoch. when the SWl'et an,I per- 
suasive voice of 
t. Bernard, celebrating the praise of )Iary, furnished an anti- 
"Iote to the fa.seination of the aneient Oriental i'erpent, and offered to its impnrp 
seduction the enthusiasm of chivalrou
 love. Thcre are single deed;:; which show 
the general spirit of the:sc times, and which we find upon every tongue, as symhols 
of univ(,fSttl dut
. .where knightly or manly virtue was the theme. Such was 
the act of Brucf', to which Isabella a1]ude;:. in the poem of the Lord of the I:-:Il'
. 


,. Robel't! I have seen 
Thou hast a. woman's gum'dian been! 
EVf'n in exh'emity's dl'ead hour, 
\Vhen pres
 d on thee the 
outhern power, 
_.\nd safety, to all human sight, 
\Vas only found in rapid flight, 
Thou heard'st a wretched female plain, 
In agony of travaiJ pain, 
_\nd thou did
t bid thy little band 
Upon the instant turn a!1d stand, 
\nd dare the worst the fof' Illight jo, 
Rather than, Jike a knight untrue, 


* Hist. of F]orence, Lib. VI. . 
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L...n"e .0 pUl
U.'rs nwrcil.' 
\ \\OIlMI1 in hf'r la...t di...trc...,..:'. 


\VhilC' thl' Chnr,'h protf'CtP,l WOIlIt'1l fmm injttrJ. tI1l' 1:Lws of tl1(' "tate contrib- 
it tC'd to pn"l'rn' in 
i('ty till' 11l'li('att' im pr('Hions of rCðpe(.t whi('h \\ l're their (be, 
:mtl punished any insult by b 'n'ft' pt.na1tiC's. '''hen grant und auster' magis- 
tmtt':o C.iIn(' forward. lik(' 
tf'phen PdSquipr. <1f'Clarin:- that Ul<'
 "ou1<1 ratlll'r in- 
cur amy {'t'n...ure thall rt':,emhh' .John lit' 
[I'hun, "ho. in his romance of tho 
Ho
e. ha(l profl':'il'd e\.preiSly t
 dcspi" "omcn.t it cannot ('xI'ill! surprise to 
fìlltl knights a11l1 noblC'lllC'n re
h,ting as per:illnal outra
l', tIll' puùlication of any 
thing that tenùeù to weaken the faith of fpI1UJ.ll' \ il.tue. 
The Il':Lrned nutl aIlli:Lbh' a\nthouy \\ nOli \ iIl<" l'lLrl of Hin"r
, had translated 
from tho FrC'nch ., Ttw I )ict
 UlHl :-;a
 inrrs of till' Philo
oplH'I"
." in which he 
left out bOmc 
tricturc:i on \\ Ol11l'n. thnt Wl'r' ill th ori
innl. TIlt': ' l'axton trans- 
lak't.1. inserting them as an appemli"t to his ptinu'd l'dition, with mau)" apologies 
for the correction. "I did not pn':,u11ll'," 11(\ H'\Y
. .. to put tlu'm in m
' id 10rù'tJ 
hook but in tho Pl1tl apart, in the relu>arsal or the works. that L(ml Hin'r
, or :my 
other l}('r
on. if thoy be not plc:.L."t,tl maY l'ra..:(' it. or el.' rt'1lI1 the Imf out of tho 
hook. humbly b' "ching my baitl lorù to tako no di
pl
ur' 011 me 1:>0 pre
um- 
ing. ., 
.\1a.., 1'('ut1er. how :otmlWt'. how l'xtra\ a;:!tLl1t nnll uh
urll. perlmp'",. will this 
:'otlUtl in thu ('ar,; of many at pn'sent. whom lik(' tlt'af uth!cr:ol. the harmonious 
\"OiCl' of P\.(lui
ito 'ntimt'nt cun no 10nO'er charm? The leaf whieh our ftLthers 
wouM han' torn out and trampled upon with indignation. ,,"ould now bC' thought 
till' SWl't'tt'
t ,mtlmo!,t attractin' page that cou1<1I)(, prpsprÜp,l to nn
' ('ye. Era
(' it, 
intlt'l'tl. or dt\f' n'llIl it out of till' hook 
 
nch cOlIlls1'1 is no lonrrer in harmony \\ ith 
our opinion
 or our IJlILl1ners. [t\\:\';:, for the genU' one') of Catholic times to follow 
it, who wert' hught nothin
 c]:)c in philCì:onphy, in litt'mtnrc, in portry. in painting, 
and in tll<' whole rlc\"elopmt'nt allli ortler of 80<,jctJ" but that from woman aros6 
upon them till' sun of ju
tict'.-(,hrist tlH'ir God. It W:L.; for tho men of tIlt' milhlll' 
agr>s to f('cl that scorn. "Ì1o L 'hC'ld woman, an
t'I-lik('. le
1I1ing 
 outh haml in ll'mrl 
to hean'n. Ilwanwhile tli:.:trihutin
 on Pluth the palms oI \"irtUl'. as nrùitrl':o,s aUtl 
jtulge. It "as for t111'1ll to feel intlignant. who {'ouM from l'''peril'nct' allli con
 
\ i('tion SL
' of woman, 


I. .\11 higllPr hnuwlpllgl' in 11t'1' prf'''''ncf' rall
 
Dt'g.rad"ll; \\ i...dol1l in di..cour.ò(' \\ ith ht'r 
Lo...e:o. di
countf'uduc('tI, anti ]ik.. rull
' 
how...." 


x o. l'axtlJlt, thy huok i:-. .-Iaf(' nt prdent. <'limp \\ hat may hert,:,ft{'r. ÛllwarC 
Jt,t U
 pa
.:. 


1\. 


t RI'd">rchp"i tI., 1a F,"anl'l'. Lih. YI.. :
l 
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........ HE 
hadowy forms that are now before us, indicate that we are come to 
i Øl1 1 
 
 a 

ne that may for me be termed the passage periloll:-', of which old 

IC):( ('1b1(':o; f'peak. Love, that in gentle hearts is quickly learnt, plea...ed 
o 
'
I.i' 

 ."J 4i pa
sing well the heroic ages of which I tell the manner:o', that, as thou 
!.r1'"'f perceivest, reader, I cannot pur:;ue illY journey without beholding it ; for 
.} the image is too intimately COllUected with the timcs I describe, to be 
excluded from any picture that would faithfully represent them. Xevel'theles..., 
though with downward look
, we have encouragement to proceec..l ; for if, by swcet 
thoughts and fond dcsire many to 311 evil pa!-'.... were destined, there were otherfo', and 
doubtle..:s not a few in t}u:se simple ages, who
 smiles or sighs can be remembered 
\\ ithuut exciting grief or pity. 
In the vain fabling oftlte ancients, the distinctions of nature are oftcn truly in- 
dimted. " Luve," 
aJs Plato, "is not one l)crson, but there are two luvc
, the 
one dder and born without a mother, the daughter of Ouranu
, the most ancient 
of all the god
, and we call this U ranian love; but the other yuunger, daughter 
of Jupiter and Dione, which we call puhlic or common, and this of itself i:::, neither 
good 110r evil, but it may be either, according as it is accompanied; and thus all 
lo\-e is not fair or worthy to be prai::;ed. The common love i
 what belongs to 
the e,-il part of men, who have no regard to what is wcll or otherwise, but regard 
only their 
cnses, whereas the elder love binds men to the soul. The former, 
which rcgards the body l'ather than the sonl, is evil, for it is not 
durable, being rclatec..l to a matter which is not durable, ceasing with 
it:-: departure, and containing in it
f'lf nothing fixed or permanent unh':,-; the 
total want of gencrous friendship."* "7 e find this distinction as c1em'I)' pointed 
out by tIle writcrs of the middle ages, though differently expressed. In aJlusion to 
the latter, Richard of St. '''''ictor uses an image, which Dante seems to have copied 
ill his represcntation::, of hell; for he sar s , "men hate in loviug, aud love in hat- 
ing ; and in a wonùrous and wretched manner, hate grows from desire and desire 
from hate_ ].'ire and hail mix(.'{1 are their portion. And what is this but a <''el.tain 
form uf future damnatiun, where fo'pirits pa
s frolll the heat of fire to the cold of 
SUO\\, and from the cold of 8now to the hcat of fire? 'Yhen the human mind ii 
drawn violputly to thiõ; I'tate of love, nothing remains but that it I'houl<I be pra}"cd 
for Ly oth(;1":-', if pcrchance the Lord, looking on their f:lith, :-hould restore the 


· ('OIlVÍ\". !I. 10. 
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dead to life."* On the other ham], Fproldng of the former, the 
:lIl1e gr(.at 
ma..ter ou..ern-::;, "than the :-õwec.'tlll'
S of love nothillg is founù pl(,"
lIter, lIothing 
from whil'h the mind derives a more lively joy."t Iflhi
 \\'c.'n' not 11 lII:lttf'\" ('Y' 
whieh filith hall thro\\ II :t ne\\ light, there wouM have lx.'('II, hU\H'\"('r, 110 IIl'("(':-. 
bity fur our approadlin
 th" dangl'rou
 amI duuhtful limit,;. But durillg the 
middle age. ÙICrc is a \\ onùrous dlange to be remarked in the d('vclopment mul 
l'::\('l"l'i:-õe of human p.l..
ioIlS; for the love ",hid. Plato rljt'(.t..,.. ,-fUc.'(1 to havc tJ.CIl 
aequin',l IlIany {Plalitic.'i \\ hid. h,'forl' h:ul 1"-'('11 t'),.('lu:--ivt.ly p(}:--!"e:,
"'c.l by that 
which he eallt'(l the oIlIer or rmllian Ion'. Lil"p it, this pa.....ion of th 0 sc.nti('lIt 
naturc btmnc.l mcu to thp 
IJU1. nUll ('ontailwtl in it
clf i-omething durable, hcing 
allil'(l to a 
elH'rou
 and iwmortal fri(,lUl
hip. .xa)", like that" hieh wa.., among:-t 
the oltll'
t of thin
..:, it wa... l'
lpabk of oc'<.'Oruillg, u..' Pha.'drud 
a)':" "a cau
 of 
the grc..:th,...t g()("-I tl) IlIen." 
III the fil...t plaN', it w:t..; a....ltCiat('(1 \\ ith that fc..:--wration of tll(' (Iignity and 
happin.... uf thc ft'lIIale H'
, which had Lt"'('n dlldHI h)" tIlt' ('hri:--tiall faith, :.nul 
h)' thc (1!
ipline amIla\\... uf the Catholi(. ( 'hun'h. })Iutarch F-3Y
, ill one of hie; 
moral work-, that "a.. ftu. tme 10'.(', '\ Olllc.'n hav(' JlO part in it j "and ::\lol1t<."'- 
{I'lieu oh..,en.p.; that Plutarch !-I)\..ik... th(' unin'r:..al Upillioll of hi.., agc.'. "'hat Jan- 
guag ! what an a!.::{' ! )Ion'over, \\c tind that illllHt'(liatdy Oil tilt' dif1Ì1.;,ion of the 
rhri.,tiall faith, lu' e be(.w.lme 
... .iatc.'(1 with tilt' IlOpt-
 of a future 31)(1 immortal 
('xi..telu'(', a..., may Lt, witnp.---.("(1 in thc vi..ion:o. tJflIe.'rmac;, who r('('ord.. the ft'COl1ec- 
tion.; of hi!'> l':lrly Ion! ; .md t1f'......ril)(;.; hi:-õ :--t't'in
 tlu' h"an-n.. Opt'lI, a... h(' lne1t one 
da)" }Hayillg ill a 11lt':ulow, :llllllx'ho1t1illg tIlt m:lill whom lip 11:111 10\"('(1 loohi
 
 
(ut of tlU' c101ul..: to t-:all1te him. Truly .11('1"0 \\:l., a ju...ti('(' in lov(', whil'h, 
unt!t-r the di,'inc forn ofth(' Catholic H'li
ioll, g-a'"c ri . to inf'ffilLle rc.'1ation.; 
that did 
\') {'\"eI11
' tcmppr p ..ion within mortal hn'a::.t..., it 11('\r ('oultl warp 
to any \\l"OlIgfu1n('..... From tl)('(lay "h(,11 fir...ttli..mu
., \\a..lu:'.II'd ofther('vcr- 
('(I :-.ile, Lcfin.c "hom 1"lIe1t tIlt, maitlen \\ 110 Ilad IIt':ml the 
t'("n-t ,.ow t,f f:aithful 
and dc\'otcd afT'l.....tioll, ('auhl)" thirws "('('11)('(1 joint'tl to tlivint' in n btill Illore ill- 
timatc mall1)('r than they ".).(1 cvel' I)(O"n I)(.fi)re in th,' Ilt'art
 of the young'. The 
.luled :-.trains of holy choir.::, which Il3tl 'VPII in chil(lhOt.xl thrillctÌ them, al'quirNI 
a deeper allli fitill ,",w('('(('r 
II:--(" awl the ,"itarn ,'(>nturi 
ft'('uli, thri('(' 
h,.ut('(1 
forth in F-OICIUII IHlrmOIl\", was likt' :III :mtlwritati\'c ,'oi('(' pl'l)('laiming that tllt'Y 
\.
pouS('d a 100"c1in ..... that wa.., to he in h1i:--s 31)(1 
.,afc.,ty l'vl'rla
tinb. Tu be ('on\"inrol 
that this union between tIll' two lon'
 ha<<l beeu f('ali7t'(l, \\e Ill't'cl (111)" cOllc;ult all
' 
of thc poplllar writer:ot or po('t:i of tlae mi(l(l1e :tg{\, who :-ot'PIIH'(1 to kllow of 110 
lo\'e whieh wa'i not a pl'illeip]c of virtue, 01' almu:-t :l 
oUI"l'(' of !-allclitit
ltiulI to 
Ti,e t-Oul. Love in the 
en..;c of chivalrous manucrs ('o-op"rat('(1 with I"('ligion in 
making mcn c.lc:,pise riche:, amI earthly grandcur, and suhmit eheer-fully to .1 lite 


it Rich. de R. Viet. Trsf'tat. de C}ua.tllor !!mdihllQ ,ill]entæ cha.rit:1tiR. I. 
t Dc Trinit:J.tr. 1. 111. 14. 
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of hard
hip, nml culti\'nte thnt noble spir'it ofl'acrifi(" which play:-; !'lu'h an impor- 
tant part in the whole of Catholic life. That reply to Juliet would have found 
aD echu in every youthful breast, 


'
Let me be ta'cu, let me be pllt to death j 
I am content if tllOU wiJt have it so : 
I have Dlore care to 
tay UJan will tu go : 
Come death and welcome I Juliet wiUs it so." 


Huber says that in the' )"Olmg Spnnianl who would render himself amiable in 
tilc common walk:-; of life, moderation and temperance in every thing are an indi:-,- 
pe!l"able q llal ification. Avarice, or what the Spaniard:-; name 
Iiseria, would not 
di..;honol' him more than druukennc"s or effeminacy. If you will credit writers of 
the middle nge
, lo,"e made young men gentle ana humble, devoted and generou:-;. 
They will tell you that there moved a hidden yirtue from the heart of woman 
which, like a heavenly influence, prompted them to every thUlg well and fair; 
that a,;;; the partiality or peculiar devotion for particular altars, or chapels 
e,'inced hy the angelic maillen, seemed to enhance the reverence i<)r tho::;e 
wI\(} lo,'ed thcm for the 
ame, 
o did they ca
t a perfume, an air of paradise 
over the most ordinalT actions. The ancient writers love to remark how the 
Catholic religion supplied the young as they passed on through the different 

tagc..: and relation:-; of life at the entrance of every new sphere, with Rome pril1ci- 
pIp, the Ob
e1"\"311Ce of which was calculated to endear them to other:-,. The 
working of the
e divine wheel:-; produced sweet music, ever yaried and alike 
uneartlrJy, even when it seemed to attach men br fresh bond=-, to the earth. It 
made them a
siduous scholars, joyous and generous companion:-" disinterested amI 
f:.lÍthful loyers, affectionate husbands, benignant and wise father
, courageou
 amI 
free 8uhject
, J1}<,rciful ana just nller
, and hy domp:,tic yirtues secUl'cd tire public 
tr:mqllillity; for fearful i
 the void left in 
ocicty when, in place of the loving 3na 
gentle affection:;:, the sweet charities, the amiable relation=-, of life, F-pringil1g from 
the experienced 01' remembered love of young heart
, is subtituted cold and pa:o'- 
sionlc:;s reason, or hatred Jike that of demons, amI pride such as reigned in fh.Il- 
en ang(']:-; plotting to begod:-:. 'Vhat rel1der
, howevcr, thelo\"e of the mi(lllIe age:;:, 
a phenomenon wholly unprecedented in the moral hi
torr of man, wa5 thc
upernat- 
ural tone which was imparted to it hy f:.l.ith in the doctrines of the Catholic religion. 
"I bl
 the happy moment," fays P
trarch, "that directed my heart to Laura. 
She led me to see the pat h of virtue, to detach my heart from ba:o'e and groveIling 
ol
ects ; from her I am inspired with that celestial flame which rai
es my soul to 
heaven, and directs it to the Supreme Cau<:e, as the only !'()urce ofhappiJl():,
." If 
Plutarch, in the p35sage formerly quoted, 
peak.; the sense of his contempomrie:-" 
it is not Ie&; true that Petrarch, in these word::" expresses tre opinion of the mid- 
dle age
, with rPgard to the nature and con
equences of lo\"e. After reading the 
work
 uf Richard of St. 'Tictor and other (Treat contem l 
atists of that time, one 
, 
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l1li1!ht :-:uppc.:-,P that love ('oul,) not he f'('\'l'l"l'l) from charit
" which i.. th(' ll..:,truo- 
tion of all vicc.... The maiden that wa.. d.o...cn }", the lll'roil' \"oulh of tho..e tinh 8 
.. , 
fo;hl' to whom he "ouId plight his troth, thuu
h to have her nut! llpath Wl're huth 
ollè thing-, h:lll al way
 a chaph..t in her hallll
, and as she b1l1 il ed, lll'r lhuught
 
!oon
nll'tll'ver fi'
l'cl upon the joy of :lugel.... She wonl.1 ha\'e 
i\','U l'OlIn
llike 
TIl'atri('e to 1l1l1tl', wlll'1I Ill") hcll('h{ her with 
ud. r-.lptUI"t
 uf cclc:'lial Lli
..., that 
ant,(,tion fUUld 110 room fllr uther \, i h. 


"Vanquishing mc with a beam 
Of her soft die, she 
pß"'e: 'Turn thloc. aß1
 Jif>t: 
Tbt:N.. l) l'S nrc not thy oilly l,nrndh.c.' ... 


In love :111 hl'l. "i...h was innlll'l'IU'l', all her thought..: were })fa)"er: 


"I h"ve nt'cd of many ori:-nn.. 
To mn\c the ]1l':LVl"I1S to smile UpOIl my f\tatp, 
Which "d] tbuu know'
t is ero nUll fun of in." 



I)('h i-.; th ' timi,ll:mgua.re of that lo\"' "hidl in
pifC(llhe geniu' of the midll1e 
a

'
 j fi)r he:lr the great ma...lcr "ho fq)f(;:::,,'nl-; it, aud who wa:i him"'l'lf its mo-t 
glorious im:l.!e, "Love aW:lkl'n
mHll'x('itl'.. u..; it give uswing-;tofl)' to the high- 
P:-t Tf'gion:=:, und oft it.. Iml'ning fl:ullt, is th" fil':-,l titagl>, wher> the !,1)1l1, ill at ca'ie 
here hdow, ri
(>.. to tIll' Crl'ator. All its dl':o.in'sare lofty j itean purify the soul." 
It is thus that :\[icJ.a{'1 Alwl'lo ('ollC'Ci\'" th. JO\'C of woman.t ..\nd who nefll 
he reminùed of the noble :,t'n...e in which the h:u'\l.. of ehh'alry :nul tlac author.. (If 
knightly rOll1al1<-___' uI1lIer:-tol)lllove.? It b their 
entiJllent which is exprc:'...oo by 
t he modern poet : 


"Timt" If'mpers love, hut not Tf'mnVM, 
)I"rc baU'I\\ 'd when its hope is flcd: 
Olt ! "bllt are thou!"anll living J()\'C8 
To that'" hich c.&Dnot (IUlt the t]call ,.. 


1n the palmprin of England, tla{' I"night (If death, \\ hnn he had Jost Iii.. filir 
lo\'{', \\ouItI !'till ßlwa)'
 c:u'ry ahout her image, at the !.;ight of which he went 
forth to his :lll\'l'uture:-:, with a.. li\'{'ly a r('
ard tu IH'r honor H'i though 
he 
till 

mile<l upon him. 
If you wfluld ec::timate the :,cnsibility of the mi(ltlle alre.;;, 3mI learn what im- 
prt's:-ions atfectiou callS J ill thell1, )"011 should h('3r 
ume talc C)f (le.llh in lo\'{', at- 
taC'h('(1 to theil. f'imple al1l1at
. "Conll' fmih, thou fparful m:II)," :-:ays the friar in 
!'hake..;peare, b}H:':lking in the \'l>r)' !--pil'it of tho:"l' (by
, CCaffiiction is enamored of 
thy parts, and thou art wcdde<1 to c:.llall1ity." nutall1ilbt thii profound WO<', what 
ron...;oJation had th(.y in tlu'ir faith! Thcir Jove \\'31) a....:-- ){'iat('(l \\ ith Îlnagl':;; of 
l'Ple;o;tial hrightu(.;o;s ami eternal hcatitml{'. Let u:-.; Ill'ar nant{', :--peaking ofhim
lf 
in his 'Tita :x uo\"o. {'Some &IY
 aftl'rward:-.;, I (':X pl'rienc(>d a painful infirmity. 
I 
llflèrea from it uncca:;illgly l1uring JUan)' days, 80 that I became \\eak, ancllike 


* Paml!. XYIIL 
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tho
e wh,) ('annot mo\'e tl)('m
f'I\'l':-:. On the ninth day, dlJrin
 an almo!'t intol- 
erable pain it oeeurreù to rue to think of the lady that I loved. ''"hen 1 had dreamt 
of 11er !O;Ofl)P time, I began to think of my weakened life, aud seeing how uncer- 
tuin was its course, e\yen were I to be in perfect health, I began to lamcnt with- 
in myself all 
uch misery. Then after a deep sigh, I haid to myself, 'or 
necessity the lovely Bf:'atrice nll1
t die f:ome time or other j' 31)(1 then 
udl 
a wandering of idms seized 111e, that I closed 111)' eyes, and began to I a 1>0 l' 
like one in frenzy, and to faucy a thousand things. During this delirium, 
figures of women with dishevelled hair, appeared to me, saying, 'you also 
wiJI die'; and then other figures still more horrible presented themselves, and 
said to me, 'Jou arc dead.' )Iy imagination having begun to wander, I at length 
DO longer knew where I was, and I seemed to behold women walking, and their 
hair floating down, weeping and lamenting j and the sun seemed to be ob5cured, 
and the stars to become of f'uch a color that I thought they were in mourning. 
.Amazed and terrified at this vision, I thought that a friend came to me and sait1, 
'do JOu not know that your admirable lady is departed from this world ?' Tlwn 
I began to \\"('('1' bitterly, and not only did I weep in imagination, but I wept 
with a flood of real tear:,. I thuught that I Iookt.d up to heaven, and that I 
aw 
a multitude of angel
, who were returning up thither, and had before them a cloud 
very white; and I thought that the angels sung a glorious hymn, amI that I could 
L('ar the words of their ('nant, hosanna in excelsis, and that I could hear nothing 
more. Then it seemed as if my heart said to me, 'it is true-our well-belo\"e<l 
13tly is dead.' Anù I thought then that I weut to 
ee the budy in which this 
noble and bles3eù soul had dwelt, and this deceitful imagination, which showed me 
my lady dead, was so strong, that it seemed as if I 
w the women who covered 
her head with a white veil, and it seemed to me that her countenance had 
uch an 
air oflmmility, that I thought I heart{ her say, 'I behold the principle of sovereign 
l)eare.' In this imagination I called to her, 
ayiug, 'dear departed one, come to 
me, be not cruel, come to me who deserveth you 80 lUuch, amI who already, as )"oU 

ee, weareth your colors.' ...\.nd when I had 
ecn all the sorrowful offices dis- 
dlarged, which are due to inanimate bodie
, I thought that I returned to my 
('hamber, aud that from thence I looked up to heaven; and my illu-:ion was 
o 
great that I began to say aloud, '0 beautiful soul! how ble-:sed is he that !'eeth 
thee f " 
The love of the middle acres is 110\\- ranked alUOlW the follie
 and eccentricities 
l:) ð 
of an epoch that was immersed in darkness and barbarism. Xc\"erthd

:;, I 
hall 
relate somewhat from its traditions and record:;, though my diæourse 
hou1t1 F-eern 
like an old tale, whi....h will have matter 
till to rchear:'t', though credit be asleep, 
and not an ear OP(,I1. 
'Vhen king Gyro)) Ie COUl.toi:" king )Ic1yadu:-:, another knight, amI a certain 
maiden, had come to the spot in the forpst where the )'oung knight was F-lain, they 
found hi,; body t'tretchcJ acro:;5 the road, 11Ï::; hand 
tin gf3:-iping hi..; sword, aud hi:, 
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helmt:t 011 his head. .All till' ru.ul "a-; (Ipfop in blood about him. Then the maid- 
l'Il alightl'f.l amI wellt gelltl)' lip to him, and took oil his helmct, and hi., 
mouth wa
 full of blood. 
 aftl'r ga/.i'.... on him for a long time with a dis- 
traetedlook, 
hc Lur:,t into (ears, amI saill," Ah, bcauteou., friend, how dl..trly hast 
thou paid for my love! The good amI the joy which thou ha::,t had from me have 
been oul)" Nul amI Litter flmth: 1K.':.lUtl'OU:i friend, f'ourteou.; :lIltl wi
l.", valiant, 
hl'roil', good knight in every guiSl', :-iIH't.. thou ha....t lost thy youth for me in this 
l1l
lIllJl'r, in this 
tmit, Hlul ill thi... a1r(my, U:o, it ell..lrly 
'ppear:o-, what d
 remainli 
il}r mc to butTer for thy !-ake, U1
lp::,.:) that I t-houltl k{'f'p )'OU l"Qmpan)" ? Fricn,l, 
friem], thy beaut)' i:-. ,It'parted for the lov(' of me; thy flt'sh 1i
s here hlood}'. Fril'nd, 
friend, we Wert' hnth l1ouri
1l1'.1 togt.tlll'r, r klll'w not what love ,\ as when I b"3\'e 
lilY Iwart. to love tht..>e. Thl'C 0111)' will I lnve without fa.il, and hp.,idl's thee 
110 other, amll"t..rtaillly I know that thou llill
t lo\'c 0111)' Ille. ì ollng friend, 
thou \\ ('rt my joy dnd m)' con
.()lation ; for to 
. tht.'C arllJ to speak to thee alone 
\\a:, 
ufficient to iu:-pire jury }'riellll, whilst ali\'e, tholl wert mine in will, and 
it is dear that thou ,\('rt al:-o minc at llt'ath. Fril.nd, \\ hat I behold 
la)'s me; 
I fèt'l tl1at lIt.ath is" ithin my hearl." Then takill'F up his :-;word, :,IIC ki
"'eIJ it, mul 
holding it in her hand
, turm.d to 
\l,.I)'a,lu:, amJ implored him that he \\oull) have 
the 
night Luried on that c;;pot, :nlll that he would have lal'r ho(J.r placed by his 
:-oi(Je in the 
ra'.e. 
.c lIow, in Goc.l'8 name'," 
:lid the kil1
, "what mean you? no I 1I0t 1)f..hold 
you in good hl'alth, and fair, 1'0 
 to ",urpa

 all the ma.idens upon l'arth ?" 
h 
ire," Fhe replied, "
'ou do not flocl" hat I fl>el. :\1)" sorrow i:; greater than 
you !'uppose. I know of a ccrtainty that I shallc1ie this day, and will 
'Oll prom- 
i:o-c tnl', in God'
 nal11\', to g-rant me this prayer ?" The king, all 
1Il1a7C(J and 
(,OIl(,(,I"I)('t.J, repli,'(I, "Truly I cannot helil've that it fo;houl(1113ppen a.; you ..;ay; 
hut if it ..11OUId be so, whieh God :LVt'lt, I will have YOllr wi"h fulfilll'f.1." Then 
turning to G) ron, they talk('(J together conl'crni ng the 
Iain knight, while thc maiden 
kllelt down over the hody, UlHI kÌli:5ro thc !'worcl, which 
he h.-Id firm in her han')
, 
:1:0. ;o;he gaze.1 upon him. "'h(,11 Gyron Pl.rcein'f.) that 
he remainl't.T 
o long with- 
out moving, he cried out to the king, "
ire, would:,t thou behold the ....tmn1rc"t 
man'c1 that thou hast e\"cr ::,een since thou Wf'rt horn ?" " Yea, that wOl1ld 
I j :,how it to me," replied 'IcI)"adu'<:'. "In Gocl'" llarne, then, thou 
halt 8('C it; 
appro
u'h that maiden, :lilt) thou ,\ilt find that she ha.. (lie.J of grief." "Impos- 
sible!" exclaimed the king. " Kay, hut it is !'o," :-;aid Gyron, "or l1e\"cr be- 
lieve me more." 
\.nd the king, who could not believe him, l".1me up to the 
maid.-n, anll C't'lotainly (,f a truth he then b<1W clearly euou
h that ::;he was dead, 
and he signe(1 himself on witnes,.;ing this wondrou:; sight. Thc other knight also 
:-;ignetlllimself with the :-ïign of the cro:-,:,. ""
f'll," :-:airl the king, "it is even so. 
Sooth, one can say with 
fety that thp mail1 10\"('(1 truly, und with great love; 
for t-:he hath died for him." "It i'i 
o," Faid Gyron, " now can there be from this 
event, a stl"'.1llgc tale hl'l1('efol"th told. I will compû
 a lay, amJ a new chant, 
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.il 
htin be recorded and sung after our death, ill many Îor<:igll kingdoms. Let 
1I
 at pre
cnt provide for their hurial; but how shall wc discuveL' their llaUlC=i, 
that \\c may write them on their tomb ?" ""
 e can only learn that," replied 

Iel\"at1u:"" " by riding to the ca
tle yonder, which is called Ie Chaste! Y ger\'e, 
where they wcre both born, for they were born both in one castle, and they were 
uouri
hed together." 
o to that castle they rode, and alighting, were received 
amI instructed as to the uame of the knight, which was Absùlon, am} of the 
maiden, which was Cesa1a, and Gyron made a lay, which is 
till known as "the 
lay of the two lovers."* 
You percpive, n'a(ler, how justice is expressly brought forward here as 
the principle of this t1e\'oted affection, which require::; the offering of life for 
life. :Xow this constancy in love, and the faith which could receive such testimony 
of it a...; credible, belong, in a most remarkable degree, to the manners of the mid- 
dle age, so as to be found e\'en in men whom all things e1:o:e abandon. ""
ith one 
f'o]itarr exception, all misfortune:") that flesh is heir to have been visited on me," 

ar') the uJlIJappr Jonlano Bruno, in the dedication of a !,oem to 
ir Philip Sid- 
11e)', who received him into his housc when he visited London as a wandering, 
hOlllele
s exile. "I have tasted e\.ery kind of calamity but one, that of finùing 
fal..ea woman's love!" 
The manners of Sp:Iin, tilllate]y at least, wel'e f'aid, among other ch
H'acteristic 
features of the middle age, to ha\ye retained this fidelity. .., ..\5 it may be well im- 
agined," says IIuber, "women, and through them, lo\<e, occupy a very important 
place in the social life of the Spaniart1:o:. Love, ana the conver
ation of women 
in Spain, imply neither foppish gallantry, and cold calculation, as in France, nor 
rude :;ell:5uality, and defined, faithle:-:s formality, as alllongst northern nations; bnt 
on the contrary, the real ellioti(}u
 uf the guilele
:::; heart, ever earnest, reciprocal, 
true, and ho]y.t" 
\r e have seen the fair side; Jet us reverse the medal: 


"Oh I how this spring of Jove resemb]eth 
The uncertain glory of an April day; 
'Which now shows all the beauty of the sun, 
Anù by and by a c10ud takes >>11 away!" 
Reader, from what source descend the greatest evil:; into the bosom, whence the 
rib was taken, to fashion that fail' cheek, whose taste all the worItl pays fur, even 
Gentiles in their fabling f'howed ? 
Love, exceeding measure, bring:-; neither glory 110r virtue to men.! 



E;;J 
Et, ßporol'; ÈpGiJUc; roc; ICa"ò" J.dya.
 


\rhy seem th
 eycs created only to devour an eternal tear? "
hat men tIre 


· Gyron ]e Courtois, f. CCIX. 
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thp..:e with mind..:. which aplwar the f..>('lao of all tilt' I1wlancholiN that aI"(' in natur('? 
Love, abaml(meJ to ik,lf, hath òtHac thi
. TIlt'Y :--'JIIght a b.l.lm, and they foullll u 
poison; they . "u
ht tllt'ir tlrt.am, on risiu}; from their ('ouch, anti tlll'Y found the 
wound in theil' Ilt'art ; they:--ou:;ht fOl' rl'.4, allll fiHlml dIP temI)('
t ; tll(\)" 
ought 
the way of tllt'ir YOlln<r )"c.m.., 
ulli tllt'Y fOUllll the way of ('( 'rllal grief. 
\l.1ck ' 
alack! that fOlld nature 6hould di.....lain (,01111"'(,), rllsh headlong to its ruin, awl 
then fOl
ooth, C'Omplaill that heaven EhoulJ practi
 strat3
clllS upon so ..oft a 

ul
t'('t a
 it!o-df! H('
lllcr, wuuhI:o-t thou Iu'ar n pitt.ou
 predil.''dIlll'llt, :-:ollle mo\'ing 
:--tory of ..I("('p lo\"e'! Opt'n an). of the òonlt'..tic hi:-;tori...s of the middle age, vi:o-it 
the ubbt..ys of Cluny, or Citeaux,
nd 
('arch into the pa:o-t life ofth 'convt..rtites who 
I110nnl thrre, amI thcn ifthQU art apt, thun \\ ilt not d 'part UlI
ti
ficJ; ouly be 
pitiful; It.t 110t the fi)f('C of vulg
u. f-p('(.('h move tht'C to scorn, hut bend thine ey
 
down, a... if to vit,W J11t'lllorial-i of the Lmri("(I, dr-.l\\ n upon "".lrth-Ievd tomlH. n
- 
n1<'mt)('r, tltat if the worltl for humall p.l.....:ion..., he all temptation, alll] yet all se- 
\ erit
., th 'converse mark... the C1ull'Ch, ",hid. is .all pr 'vention ; and on the ot}l('r 
hand, all forgÍ\'cn Say, ('a'e you IC.lve her 
lU{'tuari('s for pcnitence pn'par{'(l, 
there may I)('rhap:-l Lt' fi,uml !'oollle ß
Tl'c:I fatll('r, who 1m.; Ilacllon
 (>xperie(J('e :md 
tlt'(,p knO\\ It'(lgc uf tht.> mirul:; of 11lf..'11, \\ ho" ill i11timak to you, h
' ....tr.. 3mllooks 
:o-ignifit."'.ll1t, that tit 'old writt'rs whom Juur great poet :--ppaks of, uttt'l"t.'d truth 
in ...aying, "õC) in th 
 
\\t-..:t ....t LUll the l'atin ó l"auker t.lwclIs,::,o eating lu\'e inhabits 
in thC' fin ..t wik of all." 
lJ-.lnte l11.lrhS the tli..tinl'lion wdl, whell of love 11(' s...y
, 


.f _ 'VhiJe e'('r it 'cks 
The primul blc iu
"8, or with me
ure due 
The iorc. ior. IIn deJigl1t, lba' ßows rrum i' 
Parukea of ill. llu' Jet it warp to cvil, 
Or with more arl!or Ih,Ul lK>hov{'8. nr Ie". 
Purllluc the cootl; tllf' thiol! ('rested then 
'Vorks '
liio
l its 'taker.". 


J)ouhtle:,..., where love was t'uffl'reJ to grow up without rC:o-tr.J.iut or brt.lidan
, 
\\ here it was 110t Fanctified hy the prineÏples and hoJX':; of faith, tlte r
ult could only 
have r
t'mblcù that which ...\Im
\.erw
, in the fable, ('onf' · having expel ienced. 
c'In all my joy
," he s:ty:-;, "th...re is pain at the hottom ; and this pain is 50 bitter, 
that 110 
Wl'f..'t.-; of love ean n'll1OVC the ta...tt'. I thought that \\ould pa...:o-, and it 
ha...: only inl'reasL'(l ; I 
ullght to adore her that I lon.(l iu all thin!!:". If I ht.'ard 
the brook murmur, I used to baY, it is ht.'r !'igh; if I RaW the Òt...p aby
..:, I would 
:-ay, it i.. Ilt'r heart; of the cloud..: awl f"tar.;, and of th
 Ll'ealh of eVl'nillg, I macle 
an ett'rnal nadlt'1. ForgÏ\'e nIl' if I ('()nfes.
 tlU' truth. Tlti
 fi'rvor, which I 
l"t.-'(
all to mintl, is nu\\ my (It 
pair. .6\11 this world ha:" pa"'
'll j it ha:; \\ithert...J on 
my h
art." 


* Pm.; X\ IT, 



AGES OF FAITH. 


423 


D:mte r('prcænts Beatrice a:::i reproaching him Ii)r JI:lving overlooked the true 
d('
til1Y of love. 


.. - When from nesh 
To spirit I had risen, nnd increase 
Of beauty and of virtue circled me, 
I was Jess dear to him, and v:.lued ]ese::. 
His steps were turn'ti into t1t.ccitful ways, 
FoHowin!! false images of good. that make 
No promise perfect."* 


Y tt old history is not without moving nal-rati,'p:-; which prove tllat ('w'n in :"11('h 
C'd:,t.
 there was often something gained, as whell mel1 learned to aaù, with an ef- 
fectnal desire after ju:;tice, c" 0, if I could know what it was to be loved by 
heaven! 0, if I could ta:;te divine love! Fur it i:o' a furcc strouger thau mine, 
which impels me to love more than 'with Jo,'c, and to lo:--e myself in that 
('a of 
Christ which ther 
ar i" deep enough to recei,'c to rest innumerable 
ou!s, and all 
thpir rem('mbrance
 with them." Search the aunals of religious order:-:, f:careh 
the paniculal" hi:'tory of eaeh abhey, amI tlu're yuu wiII find what was the end 
uf that thirst, the source uf so mall)' tales of poe
r amI woe,-the names of .\.u- 
tonin:::i Santaranen
i
, James of Tn de no, RaymUlHI LuIln
, the .\.bbot de Rancy, 
are as f:uniliar to the c1oisrel', as they were once to hower aIul hall. 
" I have 
een vain love," says a stint ufthe <1e
ert, " made occasion of penance, 
amI the r-ame love transferred to God; luve excluded by love, and fire extin- 
glli
hed by fire.t" It was these victims who hecamethe fervent penitent:,. '''hat 
do I 
ay? they became the poets who, like J acoponus, have left to the Clmreh, 
dltlnts of seraph:::i and hymns, that breathe heaven. Ah me ! they seem to l'1"y 
l'ach moment, "How sweet is love, itself pOs:5e5t, when but love'
 shadows are 
o 
rich in joy!" 


* Purg. xxx. 


t 
t. John Climac. Grad. XV. 
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CIL\P rEI
 V. 


,.r'" I XXUXTIA ''''ER
T.ol)('ra 1J,.i" tlm., dlante<l voiC'ps when I prep.lr- 
.II ('(1 to mO\"t
 onwarcl... Et fild.a tjus illtcnexerllnt, others m1<1l'(l in 
.H.'
 n.>:o.pon
i\'e strnin, \\ hile I 
'1W a ('rO\\{1 \\ ho :oo.1t 8!).lrt with such dlul- 

 
gCl)('e ('rHunt'(1" a... .....nt 
)rlh IW"'.lIIh'oll
 things (.tern:11. Th("-.
 ]lad aU 
r 1""('11 :-t'p.arate to the Chun'h ; tllt'sc h:ul aJl pll.a..('(1 (;0<1 in thl'ir (1a)"
, 
amI h:ul 1...
n foulHl ju:-t. Tlw)" had trusted in the LortI, alHl ].ad 
prt'al'lu"tl hi
 }H"t'(:('pb, 
lßtl hall turJJt'(1 men to ju:)tÏl.-e, and had been Leard from 
the holy IJ1nunt:lÏn. 
\ttpml 111)\\" rp:ul('l., .uul mark intently a!'l thou can
t, whilst I ('ll(lpavor to 
unfc)ltl a gral1l1 hi..toric pagt', al1l1 :-how \\hat \\a
 tlJ(' in..titlltion, charactt.r, action, 
:uul iutIu('nce uf tlU' (.Jl'q.

., in rt']ation to the fulfilment of the ùivine promise, 
to tho... 
 ho hnngt'rt'C] and thi
t('tl aftl'I" GO(I. 
The ('('('11
i3!;;tica] di"CipJine \\ hic.h irnp( ::)(><1 ('('Jib'lcr on all who mini,;tcro:l at 
I h(' ah:u., OI'igin:w'(l in tlU' mot i\'e:o; a II ('b"t't I hy the aposrJt.' of the nations, the 
ju..ti("t', :uul irn...i:ootihJe \Hight, of\\ hi,.Ja mi.rh he l'oll('(,tt.'tl out of th' mouths even 
of tlu' · :nh'l'
ri(.s, who ill difil'fCllt :Wt... uf the Church, havc prctenaed that the 
rca..C;;uns which prc-<;;l'ril ' its aholition, \\ ouM rather "ink the bcale. The rernal.k 
of \nselm de Hagatlio, ni..hop of Lt)('(';a, in the time of Gregory Y] 1. that the 
(]dì,.jl'IH')" of tlw C'lt'l'gy of )Iil:m, in pn.:u.hing awl other goods works, must ari:-e 
from thl'ir heillg JUaITi('(] (;m al.II ,\\ hi(']. Ulu],'r thc (]in'<'tion of the Roman Pon- 
tiff..;, along with 1St. \.riaIJ, awl 
t. II(.rl(1rnhald, he wa:, appointed to correct,) is 
:-.uf1ì('i('nt to di!'Òprovc an the argumenb of the historian Landnlph, who incau- 
tion..l)" l"('('or(]
 it, ('\"('n hall he not so 
r'):--:o'Iy faJ:ooified tht.,doctrine of antiquity, in 
on1t'r to pro\'t.' that marriagt.' had h.','n 1..'rmittf'(l to his clergy hy ;:;1. ..\mbro:-e. * 
..\t tht' fir:--t, this tli...eipline ('oul,] not ha\'1' appt'are(] lle\\ or parado'\.it'.al to the 
(;pntilp pJailo"oph('
, who ha(1 ('On..uhl',l tilt' (.arl)" tradition", or had pai(l attention 
to tIlt' cOIlf]ition aw] pJU'lJonwna of human lift'. 
t. Augustin rt'marks in his 
hook , ., Dl! Y('ra Hdit,.iOllt, " that Plato l'ho..t' a life of (,t'Jibac\' mereh' frolll ! }hil o - 

 , " " 
:-lIphic 
p '('"lations. 
The Greek poet 
peaks of the all \"antag .- of nWIl who arc 
 ithout the marriage 
:-tatc, and says, that "Ù10'C who arc not fatlU'l
 of ('hildren, not kno\\ iug whether 
it. be 
weet or bitter to pO:-'Sl'SS thcm, howc\'t'l' unhappy in thi:i ignorance, are 


· 1tIuratori in L8Ddu]ph. Prolegomenl\. Rer. Ita1, 
cript. tom. IV. 
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y
t ddiw'rC'rl fJ"Om many labor:-:." But he aùd
, "1 hehold those in whu
e hou:-:('s 
tilerI.' is this :-:weet fruit, oppre::i::ied with earp;; unceasingly; fir:'it with re
pcct to the 
manner in which they :-:hould educate them, and then as to their llit:ans of leaving 
them a provi:o:ion, while after all, it i:5 uncertain whether they undergo all tllis 
lahor {m' tho:o:e that will prove good or e"iJ."* The old Roman author
 ga,'e a. 
ùefinition, f:lIIciful, it is true, of the wonl cxpre:-::'iing an unlllalTi
d life, tra('ing 
it from that which expre::);:)cd a celestial life, delivered from the burùen of earthly 
care
. t 
Of tile objection founded upon political rf'ac:on-, it i
 needless to speak: for the 
8rgun1f'ut:o: of tllO"<' who adduce it arc g('nerally ill"oh.ed in Fuch contradiction, 
that tlley rcfute thl'Ill
('h-e:o:, a:; ill the work cntitlcd, "Xew Principles of Politi{'al 
(El.'onomy," hy Si:'llJolldi. OIlC part of which is Jevoted to attacking ('('ele:-:iastical 
l,".li'1acy, anJ the other tu l'rm-ing the necessity of interdicting marriage to the 
pOll r. 
After a reyiew of the ancient states, and the change
 wrought by Chri:-:tianity, 
sonl(' haY(' clime to the conelu"ioll of Rubichon, that a clergy, under the di:-:ci- 
!)liue uf celiba{')", with it..; property and its diffi
rent relations, were the cond ition:; 
of exi:,tence of 1II0deril society.! lIe that was sent affirm:o:, it is Letter to adopt 
the :-tate which the Church sanctions; those whu 
pea.k 011 their own authority 
denil'd that it wa...:. 
Thl' 1I10ral difficnltie:-i which are 
aid to oppo
e the di
cipline of the Church, 
though tlH')" Illay ha,'e a greater i'how of reality, were not deemed Euffieient to jus- 
tity it:-; ahl"Ogation. Loui::; of BIoi:; meet:;, ill limine, tho:3e who think them 
in..:urmolllltable, and 
peaks a:,; if experience an(l common sense were sufficient to 
di:,pl'O,-e their a:,
ertiOIh. "They f'ar," he ubserves, "that they mnnot live con- 
tinently ; hut they do not :,a
" the truth; fi)r they received rea50n and free will fwm 
God, awl hi.. gral'e i:; never wailting to the humbk."9 It is curiou3 to fillli the 
heathen lllorali::;t appealing to experience, in order to disprove the proposition which 
Luther maintaine(l ; fill" 
peaking of i'l'nsual pleasures, Cicero t:ays, "ab ii
ql1c ah- 
stinere minime l':-:
e difficile, 
i aut "aletndo, aut officium, ant fama l'o:,tulet. '11 
Had other ol
('Ctions whieh 
eem of some weight in the mo<l('rn 
chools, been 
brou!!ht forwanI in daY:-i of the old learninO' their sU I ) I )()rters would not have been 

 . ð' 
treatt d with lIIore re:-peet 
 han were the old men condemned hy Cephalu
 in the 
rcpublil' of Plato, who regretted the plea:o:urp::; of their past youth, and H'('nre<l 
quite iudie-llan t at hei IW de l )ri vcd of Irreåt tIr ilWS thinkillO' that before they had Ii vcd 
u ð :-- h ð 
as men ought to live, 1,iH' ô
 n;òè 
cØVTE;. It would have been deemed a suffi- 


ent :In..;wer to reply tu :o:uch protesters, in the words of Sophocle
; EÌ}(IJ1í}lEí, JJ 
A " , ",I ,., À \ 
lfV púJ1rE, lXÕ}lEJ lõUl Ta /U:VTOl tH'TO lX7CUPVYOV, úJp1fEp VTTúJVTa nva Ral 
H Ô " , 
.aYPW1' Eõ7C0TI/J.' lY7C0CfJV}'úJl . 


* EUlip. 
[ede:l. 10
. t QuintiL Lib. II. 
t Du )[éc3.lIisme lIe I:
 Sociétié en France et en .\.ngleterrc, 2';2. 
 Epist. ail l"Jorcntium. 
I TuscuL LH). \". 
3. .. Lib. 1. . 
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"Ct!rtainly, it i:-; not I who will 
prok against marriage," sc't).s n modc.>rn Fn'I'("h 
histuriall, "dus :--tate al:o.o hel... it
 !-am.ti',r. Xevcrthelc......, wouM Hot till' \ ir
illal 
ullion Oftl1l' priu.t ami the Churl'h ue troubled by n marriage I('
i pure? "QuId (he 
m)':o-ti(' patl.rnity hold i.l1!ain...t the lIatural? Even if II(> \\cn' to :l('('()lIIpli!o"h :111 the 
\\ ork... uf the pric...tllOod, ('()(lId he tlll'lI pre-...cn'c it.; :-pirit ? .xo j thl'rc i... in tllp 
Iwlil'...t marrial!c :-ometl.ing \\ hi(.h :-oft('lb the iron, ami hcm].; thc :--ted ; the finllc,t 
Iu'art Io
 "'oJl1cthill.
 of it"'l.lf. _\11(1 this })O(....y of :--olitucle, th . man I). pl(a:-lIl','Q 
of ah:,tinenC't" that plt!lIitudc of l'h.lrit)" ami oflife, whclI the :--olll ('m}.ra('I:' liod amI 
the worIel, ean all thi!' a... pa...il)' !'uh...i!'t ill thl' ('onjn(;aI f'tah'? \\ïtllUlit (Iouht, 
tlu're is a pious clIlotion on 1)t.llOldill
 th(' ('radle (If om;':: ('hiM; lInt whl're 
arc th, &J1itary 11ll'C1 itat ion..., thc 1Il)...terioui llrrom::, thc 
uhlime tl'ml)('
h., in 
\\ hi{'h romuaUl'C.I \\ ithin tiS (tC)(1 allli man ?"* :::''I(1ch thuughts may h."t'IU pruper 
fCH.KI for the IM.'('nlim' kilUl of llll'rrinU'llt whidl u:--(.(I to h(.:-:o 
.\.tJ"( n1l'ly (,ff('lI:-i,'e 
to Jnhn",ol1, thillwh '-tilt' 
all p,.i(.:--t" \\(HlIcl havc to '('n in th('m the t('
tilJ)l)ny of re.l- 
!-on, to tl! \\ i;:,(lom of tl!:lt dwil'c \\ ith "hi('h the 
àc'rc(l &-riptu!"f" laave as,cl('iat- 
(d the promi...' of an inhcritanC'C hetter than 
lIn::; allll daughtpr:,,"t allli to \\ hich 
philo..;oph.v may :l-.('rihp a multi}'l i(..] J"C'turll, e\"('n to tho...1 ,\ ho :--till wear mortal 
11,....1. : for a
 fil...-I" llt...1:lIl''';. through the lip..; of a ('('rtain :--tout ami (I( ('I}-:o-ollll'ti 
Baron, "tIWl"l' arC' ill lifè a gn'at many "011:; of hapl'im. to Ll' ('on:-ul1)('(I." 

\... l";uly a, the fourth t....ntm.Y, \\e find the der!!)' externalI)' di...tinglli:-,he<l 
from tIll' laity hy th{'ir ,ll"('<..:--.: 
Popc' :St. Swpllt'l1, ill the rci
n o( 
he (.'mlM.'rl)r
 Yal('rian ancl (;allil.tlll"', or- 
tlailll',1 that I'ri(.
t.. al1llllt'ac'on
 :--houici n 'v('r u..e th(.ir 
1('I'c'(l \'c':--trncllts ('
('('ptillg 
in the (.hm'('h. During tit. miJdk :Igl'
, the 'ular c]ergr did not l'xdu:--Ï\'dy 
w('ar Mack habib. It appcm
 from a Lcqu(><o.t in thc Te...ta.went pf Xicolas 
FIanll'l, of dotI. for the elt-'rgy, and al:-;o from old h.lIl1wrs in chur('he..:, :111,1 
andent paintinIT
, that prie:::.t:i wurc at plea
ure ('a..
:--uck8 of black or uro\\ 11, or (If 
hluish doth. 
Clcrk
 bore ÙIC tonbure a::I c:crfs f God; for onl). the chief::; of the Franks 
{'unld I('t their hair grow long, :11111 tIll' re:--t \\('re. ",horn. It wa,.. an an('iellt tI:-a!!c 
among tIll' Homans to wear :-hort hair. The Barbarians worp long hair. The 
Jew
 imitatf.d the Homans. \\ hCIl the G('IltiIf'S were admitt(.d into the Chul'ch, 
it Wa:; usual to cut the hair of all ...uclt as entered among the cJerg)". 
Sump ha\"e l"Uppol"f'll, that the ton
nf(\ (,rigin:ltPd with the p
nitPllt
, from whom 
the 111OUk
 :il]OpICC] it; :lml that thclU'C it 1'a:-:':o'l.<I to tlu" dergy, who (Ip=-in"l.l to 
imitatc the 1l1011a:-:.tic '[:LtC_
 The deriml ton
nre lte<'ame of thrl.e 
illd..; there 
W.ld thc tOll"ure of St. Petf'r, prcvailing in the we.:st, \vhich left a circlet of hair 
like a cro\\ n; the tonsure of 81. Paul, leaving no eirrlet, which })rcvail('(1 in the 
l'i.l
t, and with the Grl'ek monk..;, of which Hede :,pcak
, !'aying, U that the monk 


* '[iChl']l.t, IIh,t. de France, II. 109. 
tJ oan. Dl'vlIti I m..t it. C.1nonic. Lit>. I. tit. I. 


t Isaiah ]vi. 

 G. Dcvoti Instit. Can. 1.1. 
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Theodore came into England with the ton"ure of Rt. Paul, 3tH) that he I.:ul to 
wait tiIl his hair grew, before he could appeal' with the cwwn." Finalh', the 
Britons, Picts, and Irish, had another tonsure, wearing only a half ('ircle of hail' 
on the f()re part of the head. 
Ohject:-; which we hcheld formerly, in relation to the duties of the \,If::--:--t'cl meel
, 
pre..;ent them:;eh'es again in this place, as connected with the aceompli
llInt:'nt (If 
jll5tice. Formed to war against the hugearrny of the \\"orl(1's d('..;il.('
, the !-oldier:i 
of Chri
t were spre:ul throughout the whole ::iocial 
tate in such a mallller, tll3t 
their action might produce the gl'eate
t ('freet, being hoth di\"(>r
ifie(l to suit the 
variety of degr('(':-" a))ll unitp(1 in orc1el' to mailltain the efficacy of the whole. 
" 
\-; God i,.: a God of onler, it is of con
equence," saYð Leilmitz, "that to the 
b()(ly of the one Catholic and apostolic Church, there should be one !'upreme 

piritl1al 
Iagistrate, with directorial power for accompli
hing all things neces- 
sary for the 
afety of the Church."* The Church was a monarchy. " The 
Papal 
tate;' !'ay
 the celehrated Gpr...on, t. i
 in:;tituted b)' Chri
t, 
upernaturally 
amI immediately, a:; having a monarchal and regal prima(')" in the e('p)t>:.;iafo:tiC'31 
hierarchy, according to which one amI supreme state, the Churdl militant, is 
rnlh.d CIne under Chri
t, which primacy whof'ver presumes to impugn, or to di- 
mini:,,!., 01' to make ('qual to any other peculiar ('('clf'
i:1!'ti('al 
tatp, if he !-'}lOulel (10 
thi..; pertinaciotl
ly, i,-; a heretic, a 
chi:;;rnatic, a Illall impious amI 
acrilegiou
.,.t 

\.: far :1-' vpneration i:" impliptl, this is not merf'ly the langnagp oft}w.t f:e!.nol ill 
which leamed the defelHlers of the ,..,.. atican. Pa:o:quicr, who goes 
o far ill defend- 
ing what were termed "the liberties of the Gallican Church," as to declare t1lat lie 

teem" him as a heretic who thinks that the kingR of France are not c>:"tahli
hc>el 
hy God to command their suhject
 ahfo:oIutely,"! Pa:-:quier, who would h-ano;fel' to 
Frcnch hi
hops the power that could only be exercised hy him w}1G wa:; })erpd- 
Im11y free, anel i11l1ependent,
 who speaks of the mo:::t odious acts of Philip-Ic>- 
BpI, again...t Roniface, as ha\'ing heen mitigated and re\'er!'ed, "hy a liberality 
truly French," who ","oul(1 :òoupport the pretension of the Frene11 kings whieh 
affirmed, that ifthcy rf'('ei\'ed any one 
tt. their table, he ought to 1)(' rc>eeiv('(l hy 
the priest..; into the communion of the filithful, that those whom the piety of the 
prince emhracpc1, 
houhl not be J"(jccted by the Church :1' heathen
." Pa.:quier, 
who thinks that as the di:--plltcs heh\een the senate and the trihUlw,,;, in the olel 
time" of Rome, wpre the means of ret:lining both in their proppr limit:-, so the 
di
pute:" hetween the Gallicans of the university of Paris, and the RomaD" were 
henefi('ial to the Church. the con
ulship of which \Va:; in the city of Rome, while 
the tJ"ibunes were in France, -; even this Gallican magistrate profe:-,..
s a profound 
veneration for the IIoly See. "As filr as regards myself," he 
ays, " I wi
h it 
to be known, that I re
pect and honor the IIoly See of Rome, not to g".lin any 


'* Leibnitz. Epist, VIII. tom. I. 
t Recherches de la France, Lih. III. 17. 
I Recherches de la }'rance, Lib. III. IS. 


t De Statu. 
um. Pont. Consid. I. 

 Id, III. 36.. 
... III. 29, 44. 
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p(.r:"unal 
i(h'anta
p, hy any a('t injuriou'i to thp honor of my country, but after 
the oltl f
l...hion of t
aul, and in the sun' mallucr as our alll'('..,tors ha\"e done. 
.\Iltl I ha\'c made the ahov' di
'our
(', not from any ill will \\ hich I llouri..h 
agai11:-t thc Uoly 
'C, ratllt'r Jllay God vi::;it we \\ ith death, but to ...how that our 
I..ing I)(.:u's hi.; 
afi.. ('011t1lwt with his ('ro\\ n."* 
Thc :St't' of I:omc bt.in'" lihP a ('oll1UlOll hutt, aöain:-t \\ hi(.h many peoplc I<.t fly 
thf..il" arrow.." thc Ill'r('''
' of Luthel" alltl Cakin, nUtI at pn' 'I1t, tIll' 1";1(" of ..t'l'hi..ts 
cli--l:3rtling all rpligion, iu\'iting them to it as tO.1 fe
t, it may be well to 1':.llhC a 
1I10l11ent, though \,.' partially CJ
lInil)('(1 thi'i point in forl11PI" book:" in order, by a 
fpw rapitl 
lallt..... to (1l'(('(.'t thc prtMligio'b :-olidity Dntl f.'xh'ut of thc foundations 
on whit.'h n....teJ tIlt' doctrinc of it:-- po" t'r. 
"The :\1a,.;;," 
af:- l..utllt'r, hi..; the r(>>i'h on which is foumletl the pop<..'(lom." 
Xothing could he mol"(' truly 01" jll!--tIy :"aiJ ; fore\pen the ,'i
ible, material orgaui- 
.I'ltion of the C'atllOli{' Chnreh, wa..; in a wOlulrou... mannl'r a
,.(l('iatf.'(1 with it.. doc- 
trine:", it
 livin c . pril)('iplt...;, ami it.. 
aith, ns the human 
oul i..ellunl....tcd \\ ith the 
met'halli
1ll of the hody. ''"hen Christ :-:aitl, tu h Petru:-, and what fi)lIow..;, he 
(lit! not m('
n to abamlun his 0\\ n right to h, l11
ul of the Churl'h; ne\"crthel

, 
in thcc:c divinc \\ ortIs, he made that apo:o-tle i... foundation, and brave to him antI his 
HIl't'C:-..";ol"'S that prim
It'Y, the ('\.('rei:--t of \\ hieh in ull a
T(''', a.. a f:lCt of lli...tory, is 
prO\'l.J by thc \"('ry prote..;tati()n
 alltl ('autionary mf..'a..nrt"-i of tli:-tant churche..;, wh('11 
it:. al'tion gave them di:.plea....ure. The contention hchH'en 
t. p(.ter and 
t. Panl 
wa..; not r('
pccting- a point of fhith, hut a till tion of fac.t and CL'Onom
". TIl(' Ji...- 

 'lJ:o-ioll Lctw
n Paul and Barna1xl-; wa:, re:"l)l'etin
 a companion; for tilt' fcmupr 
did not wi
h to ha\'c 
Iar(,lh f.,r hi:o. a.....oeiatt', a..; the bUpr propo..;pcL :-'1. ('Yl'ri:m 
did not regard the tPle:-lion of bapti
m n..; om' of faith; pOpt. 
t. 
tephl'll hadllot 
expre:--sly and e:\plicitly detìn('(l it, so that t\\O ccnturiC:3 aftcrward
, 
t. _\.ug'llstin 

itl, that it had not, uI> to hi
 time, heen clearly defin('(l. lIow did the rt'l igious 
inl1o\'ator..; nccoun t fi)r that filet, altp..;tec 1 hy S1. \ u
n:"t in, tbat not only tlH')" \\ ere 
di"po"l'cl to t.li:-paragp the prinl"e of the :lpo..;tll'
,:loõ1 Fuller pomp1ain:" but the Pa- 
g:ln:o; al:"o had Vf...hcment1y hat.....l the apo!ootlc Peter?
 
t. _\.ugu:-tin 
.1y.., that 
"when the Pag'dn-; :-lW that tilt, Chri:,tian religion incrro..ed in :-pire of perl'e- 
('l1tion, tllPY 1Wh"311 to think of ('l'rtaill Greek oracular vcr:'l'S which pronounced 
Chri!'t to hc' innoc('nt, hut affirmt'tl, that Pl.tt'r, hy his magic, contrivetl to ha\"e the 
name of Chri
t \\or:-hipp('(l for 3f):) year:" oCter which there would Lean (;nd of it. 
"0 the ma(hw:-:, of th ....e men !"' cries St. .\.ugu;:)tin, "to helieve that Pdt''', his 
t1if:ciple, and thou.,:ldlC ll:ul not lcarnetl magi<'::l} art... from (,hri
t, Jc1 wa<; a magi- 
('ian, ::llHI that he preferretl having tIll' name of Chri!oot wor.;hipppd rather than hi'J 
0\\ n ; for \\ hieh objeet he wa..; to (;l11l'loy his magic, aud to undergo grt.'at bhor:o:, 
awl finally (h'ath! If it \\3..':1 the wicked magician, Peter, who made the worM 
fall in lovc with Christ, what did innocent CI1ri
t do in order to make Peter so 


* HI. 18. 


t Trnl'l. 'Vi. art. 1. all. 3. 


t De Civitnte Dd. Lih. XX. 
4. 
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lo\'c him? 
os ergo qui 
uml1s v o camuJ"(l'lC ('hristiani nOli ill Petrum cr(.dimu
, 
""l',l in (PH?lll l"rediclit Petrl1
. Etlifil'<l ]))" the :-oprmon-i of Peter cOll<'l'rning Chri
t, 
not poi.;oned by illeantatiolls, nOl' decei\'e<1 hy magic, hut assisted hy his hel1dìt..;, 
Christ, the mastel' of Peter, ill the <!octrille whieh Imds to eterllal life, i
 him
('lf 
our mastcr."* This as:-;uredly is all ill
tanec of what is r('marl\:e<1 hy the PI'CS('lIt 

lIpl'(,II1C pontiff, that "facts il1trillsically eonneetetl with ductrilll':-:, provc theduc- 
trilll'
 them...eh',,:-;." "The distincti\'e character of the government of the church," 
to l1
e the language of this illll'..triolls pope, "was a perpetual and immutable ac- 
ti\'ity, indl'p<'lIdt'lIt of the aeti\'ity of 
he \'iolellee ofmell."t The Pope Illight 1)1' 
f(':",i..;tcd hy a cOl1l1cil when it was not certaill he was popc, as in the ca:",e of Greg- 
ory X I 1. and Bl'lIediet.x IlL, wbolll the council of Pi:o'3 took care to 
t'yle Pietro di 
Luna; ftn' the Church was provided with means (If :-.ecuring herself from being 
gov(,l'l1l'(1 by an illegitimate pope, an<1 al
o whpn by the pope's OWII anthol'ity he 
\\"a
 re:"i
te<1, as in the ease of John XXI I 1., who }uHl pl'Omi
((1 pn.\"iow..ly to 
agr('c to what('\'er ðholll(l be determille<l, e\'('11 though it were to be again""t his 
OWII pl'r:"on. In no countr.,', let it be rcmarkcd, was the papal autllOrity over- 
thrown, wirhout the Joud l'emon:o'tr:lnees and protestation of tllO!'c \\ hom men 
\\"(,I'e cOlllmande<I hy God to hear, under pain of heing transferred from his right 
haud to thc I<.ft. One writer, at ll'a
t on the 
id(' of the innO\'ator:-:, relatcs the 
faet a
 re:",pectiug' EuglalHl, with hi:3torieal fidelity. ,. Upon tIll' fir:-ot expul:-oion of 
the pope's authority,":-:ays "T een'r, "amI king IIpury's undt.rtaking of the 
uprem- 
:l(,Y, the priest..;, hoth reI igiou:" and :-:eeuIar, did (lpenly in their pulpits so far extol thc 
)lope'...; jlll'i:",dietion awl authority, that they preferred his laws befor(' the king's. 
\rhere'upon the king 
Cllt his m:.llHbtory Jt.tters to certain of his nobility, and 
othcr
 in c
pecial office, thinkillg thereby to rcstrain theil' sedition:", f:.ll:,,(' doc- 
triue
, ntHl exorbitancy.',! 
\rïth re:-:pcet to the temporal power a
':)ociated with thi:-; 
piritual primacy, it 
will hc :--uffici('nt to heal' the opinions of men either formally in the ranks of its 
:ulver!'ari('s, 01' ill reality its timid amI :,u
picious friends. .All1ong
t the former, 
Lt'iLnitJ: ju:"tifi(:.:-; tlu' policy of the middl(' age
 in rdation to the action of Honlt., 
to !o-ueh a degree, as to desire that it might re\.i\.p frolll its ashes; and of the latter, 
St('phen Pa
quif'r is a reprf':"entati\.c, ,,'ho:-,c tl'
tilllony is as follows: "Sever," 
...a,-.. Ill', c, did any Principality hegin from EO Iowan origin ael"ùrding to the 
worId'
 thought:-; ; fin" it wa:-; built O!l an l,hstinatc pm'ert)", on 3. continued af- 
fliction, on a I"worn lUartyrdom; amI J.le\'er <lid any Principality arri\'c at 
uch an 
('xtn'me degrce of greatn('
s ; and that, not like othel" monarchics Ly ann
, hut hy 
tlte J'CllOllllCf'ment of arms h\' kee ! )iJ]Ir aloof from the intri<rues of cJll I >irp and in 
, . 0 b , 
:-.pitc of all f;OJ't
 of obstacle.. oppo:-;cd to it from the very first, and of all danger:-; 
fl"Oru mistaken or ho
tilc zeal in bter tillle
, for lleyer was there a dignity 
o 


* It!. Lih. XVIII. .')4. t D. CapeJ1ari il trionfo rleHa santo seùe Di!':c. PrcJim. ;s;J. 
t A di.scoursc ou fuueral mouume:nb, p. 80. 
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Illllt"h a:o-..;ailed hy cOlltradietol'Y opinion:o-, which Ilevcrthde
") tenc.ll.d cqually W un 
tier-mille it. 
The llignity lIf the bl'C of ( on...tantillople, which vainly :ittf'lUph.d to ('Iaim 
("iuality hy Illldib ofthc fÙ\"or of ('lIIp('rOr
, :mc.l II)" arro
atiug IlIfl)' til1
 f"lIIl(l- 
("(I 011 ih loe
11 ('ouucctioll \\ ill. tl.e d.ief :-l'at of earlhl)" PO\\ ('.', elljo)"l'd hut :. Jo.l1ort 
re"'pite, :u.<1 gl'l'al aud :o-h:ll11l'ful W:l;o, the (all and pl1lli...hnH'nt; I11lt tbat of norne 
:--tood immovable ami uninternaph
\lly triumphant, :1'" if, to U"'l" thc Gt.utile im- 
ager)", the fort un . of thf" et('rnal ('iIY, \\ear)" of being cornmall,lf'll by arm
, wi:o-lu'(1 
to u'Y \\ hat 1It.\\, 
r:uHI"lIr it ('0111,1 ohtaill I1I1<Il'r ml'n who 111:,,1(, profl:o.o ion only 
of th . "
onl of <';od allli 
'ripturl""* \r ellmi:;ht thc natiolls 
111
l'('t to <. .ltri
tian 
Hon1l' u.... tlu' wort)., \\hid. TOl"fl'latu 1':1......0 :l'l'ril '-; to tlacm, ali<I sa)", "0 Ilal PY 
)"oh.l' ! ( ) fortullate bubje('tiou, I))" mean:) of whil'h \\ e :ire b. 
lIllC \"idoriolls in 
:-tlI<Iit...., in di...cipline, ill cmpire. Truly, if there lx, fillY pal.t of the worlll not 
:"\lIhfIUl'(I It)' till' Homan.., it rl'main
 in eternal dal.k.ll ;"..., not Ie.,;, than thc ('iru- 
ßll'rial1 plopl. of \\ bOIll tIll' p()d
 :-pml,;. 'rh('rl'a
, eVl.rywhere ('1:-;e JIlf'n li,'c 
lllllIer the rt.i
1I of tilt' Clari...tian pllilo:-opll)' amI equal it}, of law
, lùrming one 
C.)hI ulldcr ou(' !-ollt phenl. Sot many ).t'.lrs after Piutal'cli had p
'd, the world 
ha\l tak('11 thi
 t()rrn Ity me.ln'3 of the authority and })I)\\ cr of th 'Rohlan POl\titf.... 

p.aill, J
fJglalld, ScotJarHI, I )"{.Iall(l, the f:lI.tlll'
t i...JaIHIs of the O<.'Can, }-'r:mce, 
Germany, P:Ulnoni3, "'armatia, I l1yria, 1.oth )Ii...ia..., Thr:ll'c, )Ia("('donia, Epirn
, 
Gret..'M', amI the prOVin('f':i of \:o.ia Iwar the El1ph....lt p ..;, and th()
(' of .\fril'a, 
..\rahia. :11)(1 E
ypt cOJl
tittJtt'II OlJl' single )"t'puhlif' amI olle cllllrch."t \11 the 
l1:lflll':o\ in the l('df :-ia
ti('al hi('lar('h.y, a., l'a!oqlli('r 1"(.111:11"1".... "pre 11I0re lIanH'
 of 
dlar
(' than of hOl\or". h E...t mag-i;o, oneri:o- fplalll honori.... :, 
ay:o, Pupe SYlllfHadlUs 
of the Pallillm, in his Epi:o.tlt, to a German ßi
hop.! ., (
ui(l e...t Epi:o-popatns 
ni...i ('r\l('iatu
 C?" :--ays I "t'S (It' Chartre:-, c. fllli,l alill,l (':it hit. honor Ili
i onll.... "
 

... Petel' I hmi:m hdlOl,l... in 111(' 
h"rt rt.i
1I of t lat' ({olllan l'olltiff..., whicla ha...; 
nt.vf'1' ('qllallpd till' )"e:1r:,> of Pete.', the ad ion of a (Ii,'int' onlin:lll('t', to 
lto\\", a... he 
tell:-- Pop" \]e>..3mlcl', ho\\ the glor
' of temporal life i to J,. <1t'..;pi...ed upon that 

lIprE:'mc :-('at. 
.\t Itolllp, t]1P l'{'('le:o.ia:o.til'al council, wfJich an"'wf'red to a 
enate, wa.'i l'Of1lpo
('(1 
of 
"l'nt)' ml'1Il1)l'rs t-t)'I("I (':If"(lina]
, a word to t'XIU'(':-;,"" prl)-('millenCf', lIot from 
all
' amhition, or. from their J,ein); the pari:-h pri(....ts of I
I)IIIl', "iuf'c tilt'.\" (.\.i,...tf'fl 
III'{ore tlll'l11, hilt of Jl('Ct 
...ity, to distillglli...h them as the :.ep:lI'ate cOIIIIl'il of that 
Church.1I L
uH)ulph !--pl.'ah.
 of the tWl'lIty-ftlllr (,3rdina]
 of the Church of 'Iil:ln, 
:appointl'll hy St. Amhro
t., fiu' ('very hi"llOp h:uI :1 "imihu. COUUl.'il of dlOscn 
pne...t", au, I deacon:) :-:imilarly 
tyle<1, wlwm he ('ollsultc(l in the g(}\'ernl11cnt of 
hi... diocl:'
, as we 
<'e t:;t. Cypl"ian gi\.ing to his council a deliberative voice; allff 
on tl)(' bishop'=-; <1l'3th, they ek....tcd one of their ho())' to 
uC('e('d him. The digni- 


* Hl'C'lwrchl'" ,Ie. la Jo',snce, Lih. 'II. ('. 4. 
* Ht'rnUUH:> 
:IC"8. 1. t. 

 .Tllnn d('\'(>l1 Imtil. Can I. 3" 


t HiSpO:>t;L di Hom:L 1\ PlutlLrco. 

 Bpi:.\. X\ï I. 

. 'lt
llioI:Ull"II!o. J1h..t. Lih. I. c. 4. 
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ty of the c.mon., belonged not sPlmrately to each, hut to the whole (.oI1eg(', on 
"hich devolved the authority durilJg the vacalJcy of the see. By ancient priv- 
Herre a
 the earllinal:-; were not hound to reside in Rome , thi
 g reat consistorv and 
o , 01 
8cnatt' 
pread ibclf through all the kingdolll
 of Chri
tl'IJ(.1olll, 
o that each car- 
dinal wa
 an a
si
tant to secure the concord of Christian prim'es, a poliee, mld:-; 
Pa
qui('r, which was never known in any othcl'rcpublic.* 
Lf'b"3tcc; were 
tyJe(l, sent, and born. The archbishops of Canterhury and 
York, of Rhcims and Lyons, of Toledo, Salzburg an<.I Pi..;a, \\ ere legatt.:::, born. 
Patriarch:-: ('xercised the f-ame power over archhishops, whieh th(' bUI'r exercise.l 
over bi:-,hop'. The dignity of metropolitan 01' aJ'ehbi:"hop exi4ed befi)l'c the coun- 
cil ofSice, and is 
upposed to ha\'e come down from the apostle:,. t \\Tith the metro- 
politan dignity were invested Titus and Tilllo
hy, anll their sucC('::):;ors, who were 
appllin ted ovel' r he CIlllrehe:;; of Crete a1)(1 the whole province of _\.sia. The areh- 
hi:-,hllp had the cross borne hefore him through the whoie province, in token of his 
juri,didion. By the council ofLatel"an, under Innocent the Third, metrnpolibns 
\\ ere enjoined to hold in their province., every year a council of !'uffragan Lishop:-:, 
to rf'{(n'm what might be defective in the manners of the clergy; and for that end 
fit ll('r
on:, were to he deputed to t
ke cognizance of the lives of ccclesiastic
, anù 
to make their report to this eouncil. 
...\]1 patriarchs and arehhishops hall the pallium, which wa" taken from the al- 
tar that ('ontain=-, the body of Bt. Pett'r, and therefi)re it was 
aid to be taken from 
the h()(ly I)f 
t. Peter. On the day of St. .\.gne:;, in the church of S1. _\.gn('
, in 
Yia :\omentana, ('very year two white lamh=-, are offered at m::b..., ble
ed at tlIP 
_\gnu..; Dl'i, anll then deli\?ered to he nouri,he<l in 
Ollle('on\'cnt Ofllllll=-' until they 
arf> ;o;horn. "Tith their wool the pallinm is made, which the Pope alone wear:-; 
ill all pla('e
 and at all time:" others only wearing it within the limits of their 
jllri
diction and on high fe
tivals, when they celebrate pontifically. The pallium 
allh<>"('fl to the per
on of the archbisllop, and wa::; buried with him in the --ame 
tom h.! 
" The :"tate of epi
copal pre-eminence," 
ays Ger
on, "ha.;; the e
erci;;;e of it:- 
pO\\f'r under the Pope, Peter and his 
ucce:,:;:or:;:, as uuder one having thc plenary 
{.Iuntain of epi
copal authority. So that as cnrates are subject to bi:,hop.., hy 
whom tllP U5e of their powcr may be limited or taken away, in like malineI' 
douLtle:,:, ha.;: the Popc authority o\'er prelate
. "
 To a bi
hop were ]J<'Ce
:,ary 
hoth ordination and powel' of juri:,(lict
on, which could he receiyed only from him 
who had thc supreme power O\"er all thc churche..; under Chri
t, namely, the Ro- 
man Pontift.1I Sot that the bishops were to be simple yicars of the Pope, a-; g0\9_ 
emor..; of a city, acting for the civil monarch. This was not a ronsequenee oft1.e 
Papal monarchy, but only an imaginary dcùuction of its mlver:-..'1ri('
. The Pope 


* Lid. Ill. 5. t Juan. devoti Instit. C:l.n. 1. 3. 
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(,lIlllllllo all thillg8 in the gon'fIIllll'lll of the Church, 
u long as h(' t1'3(.J his power 
f
,r edificatillll amll10t for dl....tru('tioll; lml Li
llOp:" \\ere dl'Ctl'll for ("(lifil'ation, 
that tach lIIi
ht \\ut('h on'I' his OWll flo('k, \\hill'olll'l'-houM have a lIIort' ('miU('nt 
1)\)\H'r, to prl'vl'lIt 
l'hi
ms amltl i:-llll ion; therefore tlw 
u prelllC j \mt ifl ('otdd Jll'\"l'f 
illjure the l,pi.....,..palofilC\" 3n
' more than n hi...hop coultlt'PP , the t-uhorùillatiou 
of all to Olll'. * }"rom aueil'lIt t imp.;. ('oadj utors \\ el'C gi ven to J,i
hop
. Alcx3n- 
dl'r \\"3'" givell to Xarei..:..;u.;. hi...lwp of ,Jt'ru:,aleH1, lu' h('illg 1_0 yuu.... old j mHI 

\u
u...till was given for u :,imilar n'asoll to Yall'riu..., hi
llop of Hippo. ßi:o-hoPi 
tH't1 to he lllrriHI in chair,;;. 'U Ill'll the)' mall, theil' first l'UtI.)" into tllcil' catlll.Jral, 
which \\oJ.::! a cu...tom ()ri
inating. in the t'urnJ'" of the oM con...ular dignity. 
\\ïth thc ",.)litary l'
t't'ption of A;'riu..;, wlao roulcl form IlO :",('(.t, tlae di
- 
t i Ilet ion of till' ('pi:,l'op:u'y alld prit....thoo..J \\ as Tl'C"O!:1l il't'll, \\ ithout ('ont r:uI iet ion, for 
mOI"l' thall 1100 Yl'ar:i. Th.. ('on...t:1IIt tratlition of all the ap04olil' ('hurehe
, at- 
tl' tl'll an ullhroken lim' of t)tU
'f' ...ion from thp apo:;tlp.;. j ami tho:-ot' whieh h:uI Lceu 
foumIl.>Ù in later tirnu" multI 
imilarly 5hO\\ the long line of their bHCCt;:o....i n' P3:,- 
to
, a;, in the grmt hall of thl Epi:o'{'()pal Palace of 
'('7, where we hl.hold the 
portrait'4 of all thl> "l'n'l)tY-
l'w'n hi:-ohop:; that had fUll'll that I'-l'C fi'om bt. Ltluin, 
in the Yl':1I" 4no.t 
r n tlac fifth ("t'ntury, whf'n 81. Remi haptized Clovis, the ('huf('h of Rheims 
all't':llI
. ctlunt('(l:l :-uref ...:-ion of fiftl'el) hishol,s.t That 
',(,()I)(la..y arul aC('(:-";:,,ory 
PO\\ er, wh il'h t hp wanh of the II at iOIl'" amI till' rc\'el"l'nre of t ht'ir rulers gr:mt(.(1 
to the ('pi:-oeopal Offil'l', may he tra('t'ti after all to whal th' apo..;tlc sn
g
t.s- 
".AtHlet aliqnis n...trul1l, hahl'n..; l)e.rotiulII."
 For, It..; E...tiu:" 
'1)':-o, ,. From this 
(Ioetrinc of th(' al)( ...tlp, in the time of thc Chri...tial) prill(,(!-o, it was tll{' cnstom 
for Ch..i:o-tian.. to hring tlll'ir l'an

 hcfoI"(' their hi...!aop..:, a
 arhi(('r
, that tll('Y 
might he (Il'tt'rlllillt-d :uHlj,ulg('(I Ly tlll'mj amI at It'll
th, hy the iI1lIM-'riall'on;;;titu- 
tiOIl:-, th . }'i:-h(lp
 had the ll'.ral pOWl'r of jlltlgilW cau:-,p
." 
From the Lcgil)nin
 hi:-ohops had :Jdoptul ('
tt'naal mark... (,f their di1!nity. 
The apo
tll's 
t. John ami I"-t. ,Tame..;, and th(' ('van
('li..t 
t. 
lark, \\ore a honler 
of gold n pon tJlt.i r 11<':((1:-. The ri I)g W:h 
i \"('1) to 1 )i:"!aop:,, amI ahhot. as an 
cllI},lplll of po\\"pr, :J('('ttrtling to the wortl:" of the ritual: " Lt (PHC ...ig-namla 
nnt 
si
IIt's, t't (PHC operielltIa sunt proda
." From the Iifl' of ðt. Ca'..;arin.. of \rl('..., 
a.;. al:"o from that of St. Gprmaiu, it nplwars that in th(' :-:ixth ('('ntur)", it wa..; the 
('II:-otolll (01' a derk to 1,,'ar th(' ('ro
it'r hdè)j'e a hi...IJOp \\ 1)('1) lit' went to a dUII'ch. 
In tilt' finn.tI, ('t'l)tnr)' \\e finel that hi:,lwp
 Wt're tr('atc(1 a., ]ord:o:. Anquetil ob- 

t'rVt...; that at HIll'illl:-t. a..: in other metropoJi:,I':', till' tempoml p')\\f'r of tIle pfl'l- 
ate w:,
 ilb,
u!-ihly ('..;taLli:-:he<l hy the deleren('t' of tlil' pl,ople fi)r tIlt' \\"i...elom ami 
virtnf' of thl'ir fi..
t hi
hop..; j thon
h there it \\":l:-t Illore rapid in it... p..o
rt''';
 h
' the 
f'''pt'l'ial f:.,vor of the kin
s of Fr:H1('
'.1I Tlll're were no p:l:-ish prie:-;t:i tluring 


* CapcUuri trionfo (Iclln 
allta 
e('e. 
t I),Oniile Hlcl'l'rclw.; Hi,t. 'lir 11 Yi1Il' ('I Ie Dil/('. ''- de 
l'l'1. 
f .\nquetii, lIi"t de HI.LÏm,.. I. .j I. S ] Cor. 6. I IIi"t. de Rùdms. tom. I. 10. 
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th(' fir:;t three centurie
, for the bi:;hop thcn pt'esidillg with hi., senate in 
the one church to which all repaired, wa:; 
ufficicllt fur thc gClleral wanb. 
a)", 
in cities there were no pari:"! I pril'!"t..., before the tellth cClltury. The Li;,llOp 
woult] ollly H'm] prie:.;t,..; tu ùitfL-rent places according a"'i lIe thouglJl fit, and fur a 
limitet] 
pace uf time. Sub:-'('(luclItly the Li
hops cho:;p to appoint p(.rmanent 
pt.il....t... to go\-ern pari
he:", so that thc power uf these pari=--h prie:"t-; emanated ii'om 
the bi,..;hop, to whom they were al ways to be 
uhject. * By means uf "YlH)(],..;, 
the ('Iergy wpre enabled to act in constant union, to their mutual correction and 
enl'llllragellll'nt. Jacque:; de billy, bi:;hop of
ez, in order to give facility to hi<;; 
del'gy to attend thE. 
'ynoùs, Luil t a large hou,..;e for them in hi:; f'pi:-:copal city, 
\\ herp he entertained them and their hor:;es at hi::! own expense during the se-;.
ion 
of the
e a,,-Io;<'mblies. 
In the language of the firRt ages, the worù pariRh, \Va:; u
ed to signify diocc::,;e. 
Tim,..; in the Apo:-:tolical Canons, amI in Eu
ebius, 7rapolJdoY mean;:, bi
hopric, fin' 
it was not till the 
ixth ('cntury that the lc:-,scr di\-isiolls were e:--tabli:-:hed, which 
now Lear thc Ilame uf pa.ri
h and that the mothcr church be('ame distingui,..;hl'(1 
Ly the tidc of ('athedral. 
Pari
h churches u:;('d in ancient times to Le ('aIled lllona:;tery, or moutier, from 
the prie,..;t:; wlw :-:('1"\'e<1 in them li\"ing in communit
-. TIll1:; St. ....\..ugu:-:tin fiH'med 
a cOlllmunity of pri

t:-; to 
erve each church. In thc :-,ixth ('enlUry, S1. TIigoLert 
a
:;igned good:; in common to an the clergy of Rhcims, who \\"l're Loun(l to live in 
community under onc roof. 
\.s Bonald oh:;cn'cs, the life in comlllunity agreed 
much Letter with the religiou:-; functions of the mini4cr.... of religion, fur in trans- 
ferring the eIllL3rra
:-:ment of domestic cares to the hoùy at large, it left the imli- 
yidual::; more liberty of mind and of body to fulfil their puhlic function
, amI it 
tentll'll to prc:;en-e in them the :--pil'it of their order.t In general, a titlc to 
ollle 
church or monastery wa
 ncce:-:sary for on.ler:-, but not al way,..;. 
Ierely 011 account 
of lparning an<llliety some were ordained" ithol1t any 
pecifìc de:--tination, as 
in the in
taucc of 
t. .Jerome heing ordained by Paulinu
, Li,..;hop of 6\..ntioeh. 
Thi.... gradual and gcntle df'
cent from the highe,..;t to the lowe:"t degree in the 
ecclesia....1 ical hierarchy, was de:-;igned for the more effi.ctl1al diffu:--ion through the 
social ol"(lcl' of the 
acred depo,..;it of fait11, and f,1l' f:.ll.ilitating' a striet amI impartial 
adlllini
tl'ation of ju..tice, all members hcing rc:-ponsibl<," to a higher tribunal, to 
whieh tll<'r(' was au in....tant appml whe'l circmn,..;tallcc"'i rcndered it (le
irablf'. 
..\t Rheim:-:, when the provo....t of t,hc ('atlH'dral <1i(1 homagc to the ar('hhi....hop, 
putting thc Ipft )13IHI 011 hi::! hrea
t, hE. u..:ed to hol<1 the right awl kl'ep it ft'cP, in :--ign 
of the f'ngagf'nll'nt whieh he undertook, to tlefellll the chapter again4 the 'cntcr- 
pri7tS of the prelatE'.! nut to Rome all final appeal", were made. 
Pope St. Innocent the First received a deputation from 81. ChrJ
o
tom, anll, 


* Jo.m. tlevoti Instil. ('an. Lib. I. tit. 3. 
f IIist. tlc Rhcim". Lib. I. 


t Législation Primit. II. 2GG_ 
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after his death, refused to communicate with the Oriental Li--h()p
, until tIH'Y had 
re\"erscd the" 'ntellcc :tgainst his memor)". Thi::, was long ulltcrior to the date of 
the false dccretals whidl sl'hi:--Illatic d(x,tors 
ai(1 were tht origin of3ppeal
 to Home. 
"A
 )'ou know that it is a !-')'lloc.bl law," 
uy
 t;t. \ vitu"', writing to ::;Cnarin"" 
"that in things relating to the :,tat' of thc ("hurl'll, if there 
hould he all)" 
Ollrf'e of 
debatl>, \\(" tc:J it \\ cr-e, the oLcdi('nt l11ember:-., ",llOuJd have r('('our:-p to the gn'at 
pril':-t of the Homan Church .is tu our h('ad, ther 'fOl'e I ha\" > nppli(ocl to IIorllli...(la 
in this af};lil'."* In ad, the illtlm'U('t.' of that primal :--t...,t ,,:
 in ('on:.tallt adioll, 
an intercolII', > heillg lIIailltaimocl lWÍ\H'C1l it awl tll(' l11o:-t di...tallt dmr('IIf---. In 
allcient times tllP bi...llO!' of 
iciTy u",(ocl to go 011('(. in thrpp )'(>:11":'; to 1:0111(', hilt 

t. Gre
ur,y the Great ('xtelldl't:l the int('rval to five .\t
ar!-'. t I.. year.. of juhil('p, 
Fenlinalld de )b
Ul, ar('hhi..ll(Jp uf Palt>rmo, u
' I to 
 'ml to Homc twd\.(. pril'.,t
 
alld t\\dve I21YIl1('n pil
rim
.t Home wa
 tile :-:tuIHbrc.1 whi('h all ac;:pired to imit:.tte. 

t. 0(10 (If Clulli :-ay:--, that he u
('d to hear it !-'aid at HOIIW, in prai..e of the ('on- 
v('
ation of the ('It'rg)' at Tour
 that tlll'Y \\ ho (Ie...pf\'(od to live J)('ar th
 Ba...ilica 
of till' hi ""l'(1 
Iartin, ha(1 no occasion to travt,l to Rome.i 
f'uch, tll{'n, \\ere the divisiolJ::, amI order of the sacred mini"try : let U" bridly 
(''"<amine into tIll' .11('a",ul"( S :lIlopt('(1 (cu' it:. :-upport, 
jnæ what we ('on...idered in 
relation to tile deta('hnlt'nt and humility of tll(' ('Iergy in the fir:,t hook, falls under 
uh... 'I"vation her
, ill n'gard tu the fulfilnll'lIt of ju..ti('c. 
That titlH'
 are h
' (Ii\.iu' right, if \\e unùc.....tau(1 hy them tl1(' SlIppOlt due to 
the dt'rg')", hut that tIlt')" are 110t by divinc ri
ht, if th(')" h.. m)(lf'r
t(lod 3:0; the 
grant uf tIlt' wnth par.t of fruit"', wa... tl1(> doetl.ill(- ofSt. TllOma
.1I X('\'f'rthl'I('

, 

I:" .\ltùn
 the \ri
c :--ai(I, tittH'... \\('rp lIot pai(1 for the sake of the dergy, hut for 
the :-akc of GOt'I, who will.'e\\ anI the of1l>rers in this world or in the l1(1xt. Kever, 
durin!! th(l ages of faith, \\as th(' !'upport of the clergy associated in tLe milld:oò of men 
\\ ith the i(I('a of any thin
 hut the :-:trictc
t ju..tiCt,. The men'y of the Chur('h (-'\"('n 
interplI...t:<1 het\\('en the p('oph' uml th(' !--tatt' whi('h dc"irtocl to :-(,'1"\.e her. hLet there 
be no for('('(1 offering:" to th . Catholic clergy and to the clltll"Ch," says St. .\ vitus, 
ar('h bi
hop ofY'ï('nn
. "Xunquam oblata pronuntiem quæ antcquam ofl'erentur ob- 
lata :-;unt:'
 TIIP custom of paying titllp, wa:- not r('CCin>ò generaIly in bpain until 
the :-:ixteenth ("'nt ur)", h... ro 1"(' \\ h it'h time thel"e WU'l no gt'lleral law to enforce its 
pa
.ment. In France the curatt's of m
UI)' pari
Ilt'
 had no tithe
, but only their 
l1ouri...hnll'nt in a(1ja<'Cllt ahu,>y
, a:-. !o>implc l1lonl..:--.** 
The history of tithe
 in C'atholi(' age!o>, n'<.'311s Ilothing but virtue, gener0'3ity, 
alH I acts of the plll'C..;t lx'nevolt'IH'{' j 1'0 111 et i n1('... {'VCIl it i
 a.
,"" )Ciated "ith dcetl... of 
heroic devotion, thf' tropÍ1i(,...; of whieh r('Al'(.t hOl1or UpOIl an ('ntire nation, 
 in 
tl1(' in
tal1ce of the letters of KIng Hallimiru..., rf'
p('('tjll
 the 'Vow of the tenth!;, in 
("()II
('(l'l('n('e of the victory whidl aboli:::IIt.'t:l the infamou::, tribute of the Christian 


* 
. Aviti. Epist. XXXVI. t Sicilia 
!\Cr8, I. 3-1. f Id, I. 264. 

 Dc Cum bust. Da..il. llihJiothec, Cluni.IC'eu
 1.H). I II. 2. Qu, 8;. .Art. 1. 
.- S, 6\.\ iti Epi!òt. \Ïctorio Episcopo. .. Leb
ur, lIbt. du Diocese de Paris. tom. V. 163. 
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virgi
, which are every year read publicly in the vulgar tongue in the church of 
Com pustella. * 
The per:;onal condiLioIl of the clergy in the middle age
, was not what i-; often 
suppo:,ed. King Ferùinanò cowing one day into the cat1u,òml of Leon, lleard 
the divine office, but 
aw the minÏ:..ter:; uf the church throu
h poverty 
crving at 
the altar in bare feet, and immediately he left funds to supply them ill future amI 
ever after with shoes. t Churche::; were often :,upported by lands which had been 
given to them in òistant province:::. Tlms that of Pari:;, as early as in the 
iJ..th 
eentury, P05;jC:S:;CÙ estates not merdy rouml the city, but al:;o in the dioce
c of&n...;. 
It had lands al;:,o in Provcncc tu furni:-:h oil for the Iamp:-:.t Thcoùoc, Juke of 
Bavaria, ill the seventh ccntury, founded with his own funJs the bishupric of 

Itzbourg ; and Robert Guiscard, and the other Xorman prinf'es, similarly m
l(]e 
provision for episcopal 
ees in Sicily and Calabria. Orderic Vitali:; re!ates that 
Giroie de CourserauIt, in the eleventh century, having obtained the land,;:; of 
Helgon, demanded of the inhabitants to what bishop they belonged, and they 
assured him that they appertained to no bishop. Then he replied, '"That i;:, a 
great injustice: far from me the idea of living without a pa:;tor, and exempt from 
the yoke of ecclesiastical discipline." Th('n, having inquired who was the mo:--t 
religiou::; of the neighboring bi
hop:-:, he :,ubjecteù all his lands to the juri
dietioll 
of Ro;!er, bi
hop of Li
ieux, and per:madt'd Bauèri de Banquenæi, ''P'auquelin tIu 
Pont-Echellfrei, and Roger de 
Ierll'rau1t, to subjectsimilady their estate:;, which 
had been equally indept'lHlellL9 The clergy themselves, who oft('n ahandoned gr( at 
po.;se;.;...;ion.; of t!H?il' OWII, gan- riehe
 to the Church. Priests sometime:, ('ombim.(I10- 
gethel' ft)r the purpo:-c uf maintaining the (lfficl'
. Thus at Bioi:;, the ('ollegiate 
church of the Holy Saviour was fOllluIl'd within the first court of the ca...;tle hy 
twelve sèculal. priests, ill the year 1000, who put all their goods in common, and 
made a fund, after building the church, sufficient to support twenty-eight ('anon:-.II 
The Venerando Con:-:orzio at Parma i:î a congregation of ninety-four pri('
t:-:, who 

er\Te the cathedral voluntarily, without deriving any thing from it. So far were 
they from being meu whose only care it is to have their ('offers filleJ. 
The u
e of annats was most ancient in the Roman Church, amI their origin and 
object were mo
t ju
t, for they were expemll'(l in the propa
"3tion amI defence 
of the Chri:-tian religion; and, at the Council of Tl"ent, no charge coulll Le :,uL- 
<:talltiated again
t them. 'Yadding has fully jn:::tifiE'(l Rome against )Iathien Pari
, 
who accuse
 the collections for the Hol\" See in Elwland , amI has clear']y dell1011- 

 
 
j)trateù the justice of that tributE. -; It wa... in general thought that if the ch-rgy 
had been dependent on casual bounty, and the liberality of the great, their influ- 
ence could ne\'er have heen preserved. John the Bapti4 woul(l not h3\"e told 
Herod so holdly, "non lieet," if he had been his pensioner. Daniel would never 


· Joan. Vasæi Brugensis Rer. Hi!'panic.Cbronic. YII. 
t Roderici Toletani ùe rt:b. Hispauiæ, Lih VI. 14. 
 Lebeuf.)Ibt. du Diocese de Pari". J. 

 Rist. Xormand. Lib. III. I Bernier IIist. t]u moi
. 3
. · .\.nna1. )linorum, tom. II I. 1h.'). 
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have Yl'nhm,'c.l to dcciplH'r the fatal writin tr to Balthasar, if he h
Hl accepteù the 
honors amI richc::i whi{"h thi:, prince had ollcred him. Re:--traiul'J hy no <'on
iùer- 
at ion, he ""poke to him" ith hnl(ln .. : "Be thy prl'sent:; for th
"s('lf, 0 king, and 
Lc.,tow the gift
 of thy house on another j but I am to read thi:; writing to )"Oll, 
ana to (':\plaill to )"ou \\"Ilat il ('ontain:;." 
'III(' origin of ('('('1e:-ia...tieal (,:\l'mpti()n
 and privileges mu..;t hp tmml to the love 
amI v('IH'ratioll with \\ hi('h tllP (.h'r
y \\('re rt'gar(kd hoth by l"ing'i awl})(.'ople 
tlllrin b the age", of faith. The prai:-(' 1)(...;tow('11 upon the )far(pli'i .Boniface hy 
nonizo, lIJi
ht have lx.'('n l':\h' llt't.l, a:; \\e ob"'cr\'t'tl in the la...t Look, to illllll- 
Ilu'rahle lIlen in tho:-.. 
1a
':o- iIlVt...t,'tI "ith po" <'I', \\ ho all, lil..e the fiulll'r uf )Iathil- 
(b. h:..1 thl.ir ('haplain.., who ren'rentl)" foUIl
 hd()rc tlH'm the I1o
turllal amI 
lbily hUllr:-:, antI on "horn they \\ere en.t. cllntriving tn ('unfer bùwe new favor. 


'Pontificcø sacro8 hahuit qlllun maximc raro!.', 
I psis donahnt, qum ccnsuit his Cure gr"tn:'. 


Th....(' privi1(.!....I'('., nnd honors :11"t' nu dfluht filr from heing in harmony with the 
\'il'\'" of n1l'n at the prl....l.llt tla
 j hut th{'n it ...II(>IIhl be rem arl" cd, that the lan- 
gua
(' or tilt' modprlh rp"'I)('('t iIJ
 t 114' mini..ter:o- of religion, indicatt"s a total tll'par- 
tUrt. from ull fi,rnwr tr:ulitinn:o' of m:mkilu1. The ('pitlwb "p:u.ty of the prie
(-;' 
"p('"pl(' that ar{' mulel. tl.p dllminion of the pri(....t..;," :nul otll('r ...illlilar cxprl'''- 
..ioIJ"', :-igni(v in filet nothing t']...e Lut the de-('CIHlanh of tll(' ra('p of &th, the gl'n- 
{'rat ion of tho:- . "hn ft.'ai' (;Ot1. I "'I)('ratc..; ('OIl1I11{'n('('-; his ('delu .ül..l pan{,

Tie 
Ity "':lying that he ha... oftt'n \\ oIJ(ll'ml \\ hy pprsoll..; \\ ho pXN'1 in ho,lily ( xn'C':"'{''i 
...ll(ml(II)(. (....tl'('nl('(l t1p"('n'iIJ;! flf 
rl':lr gin..., \\ hilc tho..,. \\"110 pn'p:m' the "0111., of In I'll 
for a
i:-till1! other:-., art' JI(.trl('('flo.l awl h.ft \\ itlwut honor : 
iIJ(,(, the f(>rlll{'r callnot 
ill1 part th{'ir ..t r{,ll
rt h tl) ot her.., \\ herl':b all nlPll ('alJ (Icri n' :ul \"an t:lg(' from tllt' minù 
of tho-{' \\ ho think wi""1'1)". "P\'l'rthdl
", \\c have only tl1 l"on
n]t any of the frac-- 
nlPnt:o- oftll(' early phi1o
ophi(' \\ ritillg
, to I>l' l"onvin('('(l, that (luriIJ
 till' primitive 
:l
(':-: ofdlt' worM IJ1('n hl,lil'vl'(l all (.xtraonlinury d('grl't' ofn'
p(-'(.t to he (lne tu thuse 
\\ho sou
ht tn l11a1..(' oth(.r:, \\"i
{' alII I ju...t. J t was the aclvi('I
 of Thal('s to Pytha- 
gor:!:" that he 
hnulrl apply to till' prie..t... of Eg-
'pt, for that he \\oull1 become 
\\ i";l'r allll di\'il1l'J" than all oth{'r lI1elJ ifll(' p:l:":"1'11 hi..; life \\ ith tho:-:f' pri{':"r..;.t 
From the fil....t a
p of Chri
tianit\. it wa..; tllP ('u...tOIl1 to 1..1ll'..) tl0WIl awl ki... 
, . , 
t hI' {(.('t of a hi:-hop or pri(':o-t, to J"('("l'i VI' h i:-: h('IJ('( I i<'t ion j allll it W3..':i (ll'Cmed the 
grl'ah:-:t happinc!-'..; to givp ]o(l
in;! tn a l'rif':,t 01. (l{'acon. "TIl..ptY't f(,rhi.l-; me to 

it (10\\"11 I)('fc)rp a pril':"t,.' 
IYS 
[. .TcrolUl', in his Cpi:4]p to Hp1iOlloru:-:. From 
thi8 l'ustOIl1 of Iml'('ling tn the hi
11Op, the pagan
, illtll'('(l, imaginl'll that the 
Christialls adored the natnrp of a pri(.
t as that of a par('n1.: The primiti\'e dig- 
{'iplinp, in thi:o; re
pp('t, \\"a" transmittl'il thl"Oligh the mi(ldlc ag-t'
. Ion:!, in Ilis 
laie:ll im.tiw[(...;, :-how
 the (1uty of honoring nIl pric!"b, on 3C'COliut of their or
1t'r, 


· '"ita )[btllilù. Lih. I. c. 14. 
t )[inut. Fc1ix, p. 33:3. 


t Jamòlich dl' P)thagflrir. YiL. 2. 
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not on account of allY accid('ntal attendant on their per:;;Qn:, ; and he f'ayg that the 
<,
olltrar}" fimlt cau unly arise from the Jlegligt'ucc of prie:;ts, and from priùe auù 
ignorance in the laity.* Charles of JJluis wuul<.1 always (leseelHl frum his hor
e to 
fo'alutc an cc.cle
iastic. "Devout men," 
ays Durandll
, "ki
s the anointed hand
 of 
a pri
(."t By the cauulI
 of the cOlln('il of EpaollP, in the Yl'ar 517, tll'acon
 had 
been forbidden to ...it down in the prl's<.'Ill'" of priest
, and the :;ume eouncil desired 
that nohlenll'n 
hould ('Ollle at Chri:4ma::; and at Easter, to reccive the benediction 
of the bishop. The couneil of )Iâcon, in 585, pre..;criLed the marks of honor 
which 
('culars ollght to 
how to a clerk on meeting him, ml(l the manner in which 
the clerk fihould reply to them. The devotion of the people made 
ueh regulation:; 
llecl'
..;ary . 
Lallllulph, the oI<.1 hi40rian of l\Iilan, 
peaking of the love evinced by the 
lwople for the clergy, ;o;uys, that "there was no laic in the city, who (lid not, accord- 
in;; to hi
 ability, <.'ntertain every year, for the love of God, two, four, or twe1\.(', or 
even more prie:;t
, attencliug to the lu'pcC'pt, qui vo
 recC'pit me recipit, and that tlJ('
' 
might ha\'e a prophet'
 reward, recei\'ing them with the utmost humility atHI ('har- 
ity."! "In England," as "'Tee\'er oo::;el"\"e:;, "the priests were in such high and holy 
fC'pl1te amongst the lay people, that when allY of thC'm were E.'
pied abroad, thC'y 
\\"Oul(I flock pre
ently about him, and with all reverence humbly he:-;e('ch his beni- 

on5, either by signing them with the cro

, 01' in holy prayer:-, for them." "An() 
further," saith BedC', "it was the manner, in the
e primitive time:" of the people of 
England, that when any of the clergy, or any priest, came to a village, they would 
all, by anti by, at his C'3IIing, eome together, to hear the word, and willingly hf'ar- 
ken to 
llch things as were r-;:aid, and more willingly follow in work
 !'ul'h thing=-, 
a:o: tlwy coulcI hear amI under
taJl(I; a wondC'rfuI order of piC'ty both in prie
t 
and people." The Saxon chronicle applies gC'neraIly some eulogistic epithet to 
bishop
. It i::; either, the hene\'olent bi:-,hop .Athelwold, the fhther of monk
, or 
the wi
e Illan ; or tile innocent abbot Egbert; or Cyneward the goO(], prelate of 
manners mil(l, or hi:;hop Elfgar, the abundant giver of alms, or the ble:,
ed bi
hop 
E\'I1111f of Roehe
ter. 
imilarly, in the old chronicles of Germany, the epithet 
dulci
simus pl'e
byter, is applied to the fir
t Catholic mis
ionarie..; in the ('ighth 
cenhUT. The account (ri ven of the extraordin31'\' veneration of the S l mniard.. [;.r 
.0. 
the cler g \' 1n' 
() late a traveller a
 Bouro'oilrn i::. would lead u:;; to ="n l ) l )o
e that thC' 
. J 
 0 ,
 
mannC'rs of that people. in relation to the church, were, down to latter times, 
imilar 
to tho
e of our ane('stor
 a
 de
crihed 1>5' BetIe, whieh in fact were pretIolIlinant in all 
P arts of Chri
telJ(lom (Inrirw the mitIdle aO'es. \\
hen St. Reruard wa
 at )[ilan, 
, 0 0 
and in other place::; of LombanIy, hy rea
on of the multitude who came to SC(' him, 
:md to take his henedictic,n. it was necessary for him to
huthirtJselfup.and toapP(,:lr 
only at a window, and thence to gh'e them his hlessing. The empre::'5 waitC'cl on 


· De Instilut. Laic. Lih. IT. ('
lP. 20. 

 Tableau rEspagne, vol. II. ö
.). 


t Rationale. 


t )I.idiolunens. Hist. Lib. II. c. 36. 
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St. :\Iartin at tah1p, :nul \\ lJ('rp\'('r I... II'CHI, 01" pla('('(1 hi:o. hand, IH'opll' lI:--l.J tu ki... 
tlJ(' :--pot. .\1ll1 wllat :--tyle Ofm:llllll'r:o., tllillk )"OU, h:\cl tllis 
lartill, \\ 110 had I'ri n llS 
ami people at Ills cOlllllland"? ()11 lHlI' ()cca
ion, approaehill1! tile cit)" of .\ I'\'c ma, 
\\ hen the :-l'uatol':; \\ t'IOC appri..ed ufllig l"()l11iu
. fi)r tl. i.. ('ity tll(')1 ('ontailu'(l the 
110\\"t.'r or tile l{oll1an uobility, tlJ('Y all \\t'nt out to 111('('t lIim, \\ ith hOl":'t.:- 31111 
('hariot...,; hut ht', riding UpOI1 an a", on \\ hic.h a l'O.lr..e dot I. hall Le(.u thro\\ IJ, 
allli cOl11ing to the :-ummit of tilt,. hill j;(.It'natt'r, \\ hich ('oll1l11an<<ll'(l n \"i
w of the 
\"il13g'
 Rigumago, 
\\ them ml\":lIlc.'ilig \\ ith all this pomp, arul a:-kl'tl fur \\ holt 
purpo:--e tile)' \\ ('I"e tlm., l.'ollling, . nd bein
 toM that th. 
 wt.'re till' 'uators of .\r- 
n'rma wllo \\pre l"oll1ing to rot -t him, .. It i., nut for me," he r('pliLoò, "to ('nter 
th..ir ('it)" with all thi.. pOll1p ,. anel tllnaill
 hi
 a"'", he was ahout to I"icle in another 
din'í'tion. hut tll(')" foIlO\\('(1 hi Ill, ami implorl'tl him to ('lIter th('ir ('ity, :-ayillg, 
"\re have hl'arcl the f:alUf' of your :--:llletit)., ;md \\e have lIlauy t-iek ,,110m )"C II 
ioolloulcl vi!ooit ;"' :-0 he \\(
lIt \fith them. On thi.. :-pot \\ here the 
int had ..tood, a 
..1I:1})('1 wa... aft('r\\arc]... built, \\hicll 
t. Gfl'
ory lIfTour'i D1elltion
.* 
Xot e\"cn IH)lilieal anilJlo
itie.. eoultl prevail 0\"('1" tlll
 uni\"('r:-al H'lJtiuu'nt \\hich 
pr(':-(.'rihf.'tl vCI1l'
atilln tu th ' f pi"c'..pal ('ha raC't ('I". Tlu' citi7f'IlS of I:IlC'im:-o :--u:-p(.e.t- 
ing that the al"chbi:-ollOp, Jolm cI ('r3I1n, W:to; inclilll'd to fu\.or tla ' EJlgli:-h, had 
()hli
'tl him to Im\"c his w....tlt', and I" ...illt> in hi }ì3Iil("t'>" ithin the ('it)". The 
pn'late ...11Oa.t1y aÎtl'" eomm:intll'tl 3 p
:-ion to draw the m('I'ey of (;IIc1 upon 
Fr.uH,(': in IIU' mi,l..t of the f.'('("('mon)", onc,..ftll(' princ'ipal inh:thit:mt:--, H"}
rt 
Evr.lrcl. ('ame forwarcl to him, ill tJ.e naill(' of tll(' whule city, ba)"illJ.!. tJ.at they 
\\cre gl"it.vf..J fi)r having <:1u'-PÙ him c1i=-plca..,nr(', that it \\.IS not their intl'lltiull to 
gi\" 
 him p.lin, alitl that tllp)" bt'gged hi:f fc)rgÏ\.enl". Th
 {')Iicf lll('n of the l'Íty 
prc.',
('(1 rOUllC1 Evrard, to f.'ontirm \\ hat hc hacl ..:tic! with tJwir I"(':-p('('fful look
, 
w laile thp r(.
t uf the p(,(lplt' w('n' on t ht'i r k nc'l'!'. Thcn the arehhi..llOp, with great joy, 
declared that he partlow'(l tlal'm frum hi:-- IlC'art.t .\11 tJ.is flll\\ ('cl from the gen- 
pral ick.\ of the :-..tN.rdotal charactl'r pn><lominant during tilt' ng' " of faith, a:, ex- 
prl'
:-l.d in th(' bouk of the imitation ofChri
t, "Gre3t is the my!'tery amI great 
the dignity of pa'ip..t
 to ",J.um i
 
iv('n what is not granh'(l to tIlt' alll!d:.:-the 
IH)'wer of f.'l'lebrating and eon:-ol't'ratillg tlU' hCH]y of Christ. The pric...t f."loth('(l \\ith 
tile slcred \'ec:tD1ent
, wa:, the repl" , 'ntative of Chri:.-1, who humbly 
upplirotrcl 
God t()r the Pl'Ople ; he had before awl behind him th . signs of our Lorcl\ ('1'11-". 
for a perpetual remembrance of tlH' pa..:-.ioll of Chri.,t; before him hp hore tJ.e ('J"(I...., 
to 
ho\\ that he "a
 to he ùili
!'('nt in t()lIm\ in
 hi:o' foot:-otep
, and behind him he 
Lore it to indicate that he was to ht'ar tlH' injuric..' ('ommittc.,'d :lbain...t him:sr>lf by 
others for G<xl's bake." The e('Clt'
ia;:,t ical e'\.cll1ptiuu:o; may he tral'Cl] from the 
parlit'
t time
. Artaxer'\.l
 ('ummaud(.J that no t
'( 
hoiilcl hp imp(l
('cl upon the 
It'a..,t mil1i:-h'r
 of the f('mplt'. Xf.'vl'rth('l(.

, tll(' per
onal immullitie of the der!!y 
\\ere mere gifts from king;o;. The Go:-pel doc' 110t grant thl'm any privilege. 


· Greg. Turco" )lIracuJ. Lib. I. 5. 


t lIi
t. de Rbeims, I iv. III. 192. 
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.T
lIS f'hri
t himsdf paid the tribut(' (lue to Cæ.;ar j :llul this was a peJ:ional 
obligation, fin' he hml no property. COII:-;tantinc exempted the clerg) fl'om })I,'r- 
(;Qual tribntfls, in order that they might nppJy themseln.::; excll1
ivel)" to their fUlJ('- 
tions j but ill granting them imnHllliti(.
, he rn:ule an exeeption in tJIC (..J....e 01 
thcir pri\"nte patrimony, and it is curioB..; to remark, that the (,did in whi('h thi'J 
di:,tinclion occurs, was i
sued at the }'equl'st of the Spanif'h, ..\fricall, and I taliarl 
bi..)r(}p
. 
These holy prelates deemed it just that the clergy should support thc stJte with 
their own property, since they were })rotected in the elljo)'ment of it hy tlIP law" 
.\.Jthough SL Jerome and St. 
\.ugustin thought that the clergy fòhouM not retain 
their own patrimony, becau!'e they wished them to be a.. poor a..; the apostl('..:., the 
mnon law
 both of the e:l
tern and we
tern churche:o; allow(.d them to kf\('P it. 
The exemptions gl'anted I)y COl\:;tantine, wcre rc\'oked hy Julian, and re..:.tol"c<l 
h). ,\'Talentinian. The
e were afrerward
 multiplied by Charlemagne, who ga'"e 
great immunitie..; to the clergy, as tn their per!'ons and property.'*' In 1118, at 
the c1e
ire of Thibault, abbot of St. )Iaur-de
-fo:-:
e=--, ll{'ar Pari..:., king Loni:.; IE?' 
Gro.; publi
h('(l an ordiuance which hegan thus, "Since according to the tenure 
of the holy laws, the royal power, in virtue oftlle duty impo:ö:ed upon it,onght 
to attend above all things to the defence and bonor of the churche=--, it j
 fit that 
tho
 to whom so great power has bt-en delebrated by the hand of God,8houl(1' 
provide with thc mo:,t attenti\'e solicitude for the p<>nce and trallquiJIitr of the' 
churches, 
nd that to the prai
e of Almighty God, hy whom kings n.ign, tire)" 
shonM honor the possessiou3 of the church with somcpri vilege, that they mar tI1l1S 
acquit themselves of theil' kingly dnty, and so recei\'e imlubitably the ('ternal 
remunel'ation; let all men know, therefOl'e, that Thibault, abbot of the monastery 
of St. Peter, has come into our l)re!'ence to complain th:tt the serfs of the holy 
church of his monastery are so despi
ed hy Eecular per..;;on
, that in the plaids amI 
civil conrt..; they win not receive theil' cvideuee against free men, and that the 
ecclesiastical serfs are not in any thing preferred to the lay serfs. Having 1H:
an] 
the complaint of the church, being moved both b
" reason and affection, I Imve 
found it nece

arr to deliver this church, 50 dear to our pel":'on, from this 
scandal." In fact, under the privileges mtached to the domain=-, of the church, 
the ru"tic
, towards the middle of the thirteenth century, acquired such riches amI 
power, man). of them pO'ì.5es."ing fief
, that they gave alarm to 
omc lay f:eignor- 
iE'
, awl (""fin kings. It was Charlemagne wIro fir!'t exempted the clergy from 
being {'itahl<> hefi)re the Fecular jndge!',t thou
h modern English 1awyer:-; pl-etemJ 
that it wa
 the (']<>rtl'v who :thou! the middle of the twelfth centnl"\', renounced 

., , ., 
all immfldi:tte 
nho..<1ination to the ci,'il ma
i
tr.:tt('. openly pretending tn an e
- 
emption.! Sir :\Iatthew Hale even say=--, that Henry II. in the constitution..: of 


* Thoma<;sinus de Vet et Nova Di"cÏp. pars II 1. Lib. I. c. 36. 
t Cap Cat 1. m. a 801. 
. 39. f. 1. co1. 3;:;.; 
: Xotes to 
ir 
r. Halc's Hi!'t. of ihe ('..m. Lflw. p. 164 
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CJaremlou, ., ..hPt.kt..1 the pride :nul În"ol(,()('(' of th.. pnl)(' uwl thf> C'l('",
y, re-.train- 
iug the t'xpmptiou.. ti1t'
. ..1ainll'cl fWIIl :--l'('ula.. juri,.li('tioll." 
The a,r' ft.r :ooudl lui'.'('pl"t::lCntatiul1";' tu p
 l'urn'Ul, i 1Il"".lrI}' at an end. (lOne 
i
 obliged t.) <'Vnfe:o-..," :oo.l)"
 'liC'held) "that th eccle,..
ti"".ll juri...dictiou ill th
 
tweltìh ('t'nttll-)' \\a... all .ll1ehor of --:1(('t).. It mi
ht "'P.JI"C !-Orne guilty IM'J:--Ou"" but 
!to\\ lJIalir iIllU,,.....lIt .liJ it liot Ñ!\'f'."t 
Th.fo!"c the ....hul"l'h had full)" ...laan.rt'tl the au('iellt .'U:o-tOIll:i uf th ' G,'utile world, 
the l. "I ....i
tiC':II privilt:gt of 

 lUlu were uf the utmo.q ben -fit, The Churl'h, 
ami n (,'t.. tain . p.l('C round it, he Li
hnp's p.ùal'P, the pr,
hytery hnu
, the (2.- 
1!tluicl1 buil..liu. r .., tlw b..11 to\\t'r) tIll' ho..pital ft.r tl"".1\'t.l1t'r:-, aud fin. the !'iek, the 
L"ClIll'h'r,", C\'cr)" JUolla...ter), :lilt I ('\"('r)" prit...r, l)t,
riJJg thc cuchari:oot furlli"'IIt:'(1 au 
a...yluUl frum which nut '\'t'n :,lav' l"uII,11 . t')rn.
 'flu' ('].'rieal (.xemption' \\ere 
ull in the inter
t (If the poor. Thus tIt . \
l
 uf the Lj..hopri.." of E\'reux, had 
th--- }U"ivilegt of bt.'illg ('x('mpt frum ("ertain tolls \\ hil'h were p.Jid throughout.ill 
Fmnee ji all,1 tlau..-.c of tllt' Churl.h of :'t. Cuthbert ha,1 C
t'mptiou-; frol11 military 
S' rvi('\.. 
The ju
tice whiC'h prc::.idl"tl o'"('r th. promotion of men, to the òitlerent degr
 
in the 
t.'I"l.J. hi('rnreh)', W'a..., a n'l11arlahle feature in the character (,f the middle 

J'(".. j (1i:o-tillgni..hing, imll't."tI, at all tilllt'.., the Catholic di"Ciplin(', from that" hieh 
laas L.,'t'n opP'N."I1 to the Chnr('h ; fc,r it \\a... lIut !Hcrd)" in the a"C tlf TertulJian, 
that on . Lchcltl J I,'rt.'tif'
 Tt't"t..iviut; all p"r...on... a!ul t.'ollfcrring ha.::-t)' hunor:; npon 
them, in onll'r to bin,1 h)' gloIj' tl1 . \\ hom they could not hold L}' truth j al111 
coul(1 
 . \"f'ritì('(l h)" what he aflirlll", that nn \\ ht re are 111('11 I'rOlnotl'(l more (..I
ily 
than ill th(' <'aml'i of the 1"('1)('1... j "uhi ip:-,ulIl {"o...(' illil", pron1t'reri (,..t.'ll 
Oh--erve the iujunclion., of I vt'
 (Ie Chartrl..'..., writin r to HIJI"O, \rehLi:'thop of 
L)'on:-, rt.>:-!x'Ctiu .. a )'OUlW lUau lJot fit Jùr till' (occl ia.:,ti{'4l1 stale. ".x
 in n1ani 
Ll1
 (jll
 <..-ommittatur bUlu..; alicna qui nunquam nùhuc {Ieliberavit de !-31U(e ..lIa j" 
in proof of v. hi(.h accusation, he 
 n 1
 him "Olle Ollt of many :-O(JI"
, mt'trimlly alill 
mll
i('allr ('OIlJI)4I:"'t"t1 h)' him, whieh Ill'. ami other )'outh.. like him:;elf, :-ing in the 
6tr
t'i an(1 :-<[lml"t 
 of cit, it''''' .. 
)IaIJb"E'r, J'tln of Uichard II. uncle of \\ïlliam the Conqueror, Ar('hhi:.;hnp 
of Hout'u, could never obtain the pallium from !tome, being al way::. rt.flli)CÒ it 3,') 
UlJ\\ tlrthy 
"It i... not," --ays \\rillium of Poi<'til'rs, "that .Malwcr did not kllo\V how to 
read" ith :1 scientitic pye thc J Iol)" S.'rip(IJ
 j but he did not kno" htm to 
gOVl'rn hi
 life, uncI that uf hi:s de} 'lldellh, aftt'r.the ruh.... \\ hi(.II th..,)" illlpo:'>l',"** 
TIlt' ('on:..cieUfJ'e of men ill qualified, oftt'n intl'rpo",*'(1 tn oh,.iate the })( ,..ihi]jt)' 
..,f their pmll1otion. In tIlt' ye.lr 1 :!2G, t he (,
1I101"" uf H.heilll'" hall gi "ell tlwir 
VOlf::s for the elt.."Ctiun uf HWrlll'''i òe Pierre-Pont, to the ar('hiepi
-()pal 


· P. li4 t lIistde FTance. II. 39J. t Joan. Itevoli Instil. Can. Lib. II" tit. '3. 

 Hi!'t d' Evrt"ux II. I Dc Præ-.cript. 41. lvonis Carnot" Epi..t. LX\"1. 
.." ill. of Puicticr,,' Life of WHL the Conquuor. 
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throne. He wa... F'uspected of ha\'ing long desired to obtain the dignity; 

'et when the moment came, he began to have fear; and he add
..{>(l himself to 
a holy abbot, a
king his advice, After having had the mode3ty to coll
ult the 
piou
 reclu
e, he had th
 courage to submit to his decision; amI Hugues, in con- 
t'l'quence, refu"L'C.l the throne, which was offered him.* 'Ye find John de Avila 
writing to a )'oung man, who had doubts whether he ought to receive the priest- 
hood; and saying, "I commend your humility, and I love you the more for it." 
In tillles past, the most hol)' llJen often remained in the rank of deacons, or of the 
inferior degrees. In those times meu had low degrees, and led vel'y high live:;. t 
On the other hand, no oh:.curity of birth, or other circumsumce of condition, 
was an obstacle to the elevation of men of merit to the highest dignity of tbe 
Church. By the canons of the eouncil of Orleans in 549, a;.; in many previoud, it 
wa:, decreed, that a serf once ordained, became for ever exempt from all service 
derogatory to the 
acred mini
try; but the bi
hop who ordained the serf of a 
.seculal' without his cOIl:,ent, was obliged to give two serfs in his place to the former 
lord. Chatroubriand remark::" "that two third.; uf the rich
 of the Church were 
in the hand:" of the plebeian part of the cJergy." "T ondrous are the examples of 
men promoted to the highe
t places, solely through regard to the interests of the 
he.u'enly life. St. Celc:,tin 'T. was drawn from a hermitage to be raised to the 
supreme chair. Pope AleÀander 'Y'. was so poor in his youth, that he heg
ed his 
hrea(l from door to door. It was a Franciscan fl'iar who first di'-CO\'ered his 
di
po
ition:o:, and taught him Latin. On the death of a bishop, a fast of three 
days was observed, previou:,: to the election of a succe:,50r, which was sometimes 
determined b.y a viF'ion, or the coull
el of a child.! III the )'ear 1243, as the canons 
of Rouen were prepa.ring to elect an archbi::;hop on the Easter festivals, it W'd& 
resolved that they should elect the person who 
hould first come into the church 
to pray to God. At break of day, brother Odo Rigaut, a FraltciseJ.ll friar of 
holy life, was going out to preach in the fields, and pa....-.;.:;ing by the parvis of our 
lady, entered into the church, thinking onl)' to say a t:ihort prayer in paS)ing. 
The canon::> immediately came up, and embraced him, and confirmed his election.
 
Denenulfu.., Bi..hop of "Tinchester, had been to a late age, not only void of 
learning, hut ('\'en a swine herd; when king Alfred, )'ielding to the violence of the 
Dane:" fled into the woods, and met him by accident telHliug the swine. Discov- 
ering his merit and ability, he directed him to be in:-òtructed in letters; and 

u('h wa... his progress, that he finally was rai
l to the episcopal degree."11 
Orderic Yïtalis says, that during the fifty-
ix year:, that "'ïlliam governed 
XOrDl3lHh- and EnO'land the mamlPr of P ro\'idincr for the churches wa:i thi:-: 
. 
, ð 
"hen a pastor died, th(' priuee sent ..leleg-ate:-- to the widowed see, to take an in- 
ventory of all the g()()(l
 of the Church. le
t they might 
ufl:
r injur
'. Then th
 


* Hi,t. de Rheims, Lib. III. 9. t Epist. LXI. 
 )[abil. Præfat. in 1. 
æcu1. Benedict, $_ 9, 

 Taillepied, RC'cueil des Amiquités de Rouen, 192. 
I WHI. )[almesb. ùe Ge
t. Pont. 
\.ug:lor. Lib. II. 
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prc1at
, ßhbot
, nml other 
:1O'e {'oul1:'('lIol":-:, beil1
 convoked, he took ('oun::('l O[ 
them to kllow \\ ho wa.., the IUU t pl"Opl'r per
()n to set over ÙiC hou
 of Goo, l'U1" 
thing:-: di\yinc and hl'('ular. Then whoe\'er had the J)I'(
eminence in virtup and 
wisùom, wa.-; ec:tabli
hl'(l chil'f of tlu' ,..,,(' or abbl')"; amI never wai there 311Y 
con:-:itll'ratioll of fortUlll', or power, but oilly of holinl'S.'i and wisdom. * H(' 
ho\\"!:t 
at gn'at Icngth the cau:-o(' why the X01'l1l3n:i fOllnd tilt, Elwli..h :-Ullh t-o 10\\, in 
}"l'ganl to I(.arning ; when'
l:; the Roman pontitf., had furmerly -ubjcct.J them to 
lx-Uer in..tituti()JJ y The .\nglu-
'1xon clergy had before lA. '11 pmfoundly 
imbt)('tl \\ ith both Grl.(
k and 
ltil1 eruùition ; but the long ('lJ(luring I"av&lg('!) of 
till' Valle.. in Ellg13l1l1, hat I on'tthrown the jo.eat:i of Il'arnin", :1IHI di:-opl'l
l...1 the 
:-tolle.. of. the "'and uary. 'rhl' mOIla:;terieo; l)(.ing dl'st rO
.(1(I, the III 011 a:-.t ic disci pline 
hecanw rdaxl'tl ; and thc ranonical di:,<'ipline did not revi\.e again, until the iu- 
v
ion of the Xorman..,. t In th ....e latter tim ", when the ffianner:o; :nHl di:-Ol'ipIine 
of the ag\." of f:.l.ith, had gin.n way befi)re tlu" infltlt'lH'o of tilt' modern gon'rn- 
ml'nt:-o, it wa.. all archbishop who l."daim('(l, e. ) lay the :-oal1('Ulary be laid de:,ola(
 
provicl('tl that Iwart1'-, tho ' trl1" :oan('tuaril':-O, ma)" be purc! Ratlll'r let us 
 
c\"cry thing, than 'a!:ain cn'ry thing that "e L ."t 
From all thi.s it folhm
, that the bi..hop
 of the miclclle at"
 Wc'rl' not merely 
ch....er\"illg curati'S to COI)(hH't a cli()(
 like a pari:-oh, with vip\\":, corrl'''polHling to 
ß 
malll()c.':Llity ; hut be:-oic1l':O IH."ing IIIl'n \\ 110 h:ul1H.'l'n tmilll...1 in the nft,dfu} rueli. 
nlt'nb, tlwy were oftcll "n'at amI ma rllanimClu., philo..:oplu'r.;, to llired the jo.pirit 
aUlI lIIanm'r.. of ß whol(. nation. Fl"Om the very cirr'um..tall
 of the mode (,( 
thcir election, they couhluot be the sue ,..i\ye cli
('ipll':i of a particular :,dwol, to 
hand down from age to agt
, the jl.alou" pl"l:it1lli('(
, and narrc)\\ c'onl'''ptiClIl:01 oC a 
p.lrty. Thl' depo:-.it of faith wa.. all that thl')" tran:-;mitt("C.I to bUt "I}r; tlll'Y \\ere 
Ofil'll learlll'ti monk:" who had come from a distant land; dc\"out, inllot'cnt I)j)- 
grilll
, pt "p..sing the \\ i..dom or the berpt'nt; men who cOlild :-)"mpathizp with all 
that wa'i hc'autiful, and wi
c', al)(l holy; grl'atly, ancl in a phillN)phi('al a:-; well a8 
in a theological !'l'n
l', CatllOli(', :11)(1 who ofh'n united in them
dves cvcry kind of 
ilitelll'(.tual intere:,t, and gramlc,trr. t;t. buphia:" or Cndf)cu of South "Ya1t:-O, the 
h\ent
'-fiHlrth bishop of Hl'nC\yC'ntum, had been &l monk, aUtI an ahhot. Thrice 
had he made a pilgrim.l;!c to .Jl'rtI:-:alem, and jo.ev('11 timN to Rome. 
\t Il'lI
th, on 
a('COlll1t of his :-:m('tity, thi:-; :-otr:.mg(,l' wa;i lII:ul(' hi:,hop of Bc'nl'n'ntmll. where he 
ohtaillt...l t hC' CroWIl of martyrtlom, from tile hamls of the Arians, \\ hi Ie ceh.hrating 
ma:," ill hi
 ('athc.'clral. Thi
 W:L'i clu..in
 the rpign of \.rthur, in (
n'at H. itain. 
\\ ho.. . dC'c'tl.. arc rft'oJ;'clc,.d in a manu
ipt, :-tiU pl"('
l'rvl."C.I ill the :tl'hi\'cs of the 
1II0Ila:-ot('..y of 
t. l"\uphi3.
 
Xatiollal prpjtHlie('.; Wl.'re 11('\.('1" ...utfc'r('(l to oppo
c t be promotion ofmeu of mC'r- 
it in the Church, wbich W
b a COlUIIlon L'Ountry for the people of every Iacd. ThUi 


· Rist. Normand. Lib IV. 
t Fcnelon pour].J. Féte cl'un )Iartyr 


t Lib. IV. 

 HaHn 
:lcra. tom. Vll lô. 
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in the eighth century, we find Prlldance, a holy and learned t;paniard, Bishup 
of Tro)"es, in the fourth century, St. 
eno, an African, Bi:,hop of Yerulla, in ]a- 
ter time::;, St. An:5elm, an Italian, born at Aosto, .Al'chbishup uf Callterburf, and 
roam" Irishrnf'n, bi
hops in Italy. In the twelfth century, John of Salis bur v an 
" J, 
Englishman, is Bishop of Chartres; the first Bishop of .Arras was a Greek; alld 
ill a much later age Theodore, another Gt'eek, wa
 Archhi
hop of Canterhury. 

Iark the inscription on the tomb of Richat'ù, _\.rchbishop of 
Iessana, ill the cathe. 
dral of St. Xicho]as, in that city, who died in 1196 : 


" Anglia me genuit, instruxit Gallia, fovit 
TrillaCl'is ; Luic tandem corpus et os
a dedi."* 


Hoderic Ximenes, A.r('hbi
hop of To]edo in 1208, an hi"im'ian and philosopher, 
returning from Home into Spain, having repairE'd to Pope GI'E'goI'Y IX. on occa- 
sion of a certain controver:õ;y. as he de!'cendE'd the Rhone died on board the ves- 
sel, and was buried in the monastery of Horta, in Arragon, on whose tomb might 
he read this ancient inscription: 


")Iater Navarra, nutrix CasteUa, 
Schola Parisius, sed{;
 Toletum. 
Hortus )lau
oleurn l'equies cælum." 


Gervais, bishop of Sé
z, in X urmandy, was of a noble family, in Lincolnshire; 
he had composed for himself all ill
Cl'iption, which is on his tomb: 


"Anglia me genuit, nutrivit Ga11ia; sanctus 
Justus, Thenolium, Præmuns!ratumque dedere 
Ahbatis nomen, sed mitrarn Sagia ; tllmbsm 
Hic locus, oretur ut detur spiritu<; astris...t 


The sixty-sixth bishop of that see, wa..; James Saurez, a Portuguese; .Arthur 
Dillon, from Ireland. was a canon of Rouen in the sixteenth century. Robert, an 
Euglishman, a holy and learned prelate, was the fifteenth bishop of Olmutz, in 

Ior-a\"ia. 
How anxiously the Church watched, to cut off aJl the ad\yances of simony in 
every age, may be seen in the great work of Thoma:-òsinu:-,.t From the year 10-19, 
to 10i1, there were five councils especially directe<lagaillst simony, and investi- 
ture, which were sYllonymull
. SpE'aking of this crime St. Peter Damian says, 
"that there are three kinds of gifts ; mu
usa manu, which was money; mnnn
aL 
oh'-t'(lui
, which was the obedience of subjection; amI munus a lingua, which was 
tlw gift of adu]ation." 
Lpon the coming in of \\Yilliam the Conqueror, IIerehert became bi
h()p of 
Thetford, by simoniacal agreement. This sin of his earlier life, wa..; afterwards 
e'tpiated by a life of penitence. 
Iaking a pilgrimage to Rome, he d
pùsed his 


,. 
icilia 
aCta. tom. II. 400. t Rechcrcbeg Rist. sur ]e Diocese de 8ée
. 
t Dc V ct. 
t 
o\. Eccles. Discip. Pars IILLib. I. C.lp. 49-':1. 
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taffnnd ring, hut d(...ern'<1 to ha\"e tlwrn again pn;ö;entM to him. On hi" 
return he tr..tu:-öferrt.>Ò hi:o" to Xorwich, whcn
 he c..tahli:.:hl'(l 3 grmt mona..tel'J ; 
lit' also foulIllt.>d another at Thetford. Tim:; he t.trarel the ..imoniacal ('rilllCð of his 
)"lmth. lIis t,'al' bore t ...timOD)' tn th
 binl'1:rity of his words, saying, "
Iale 
quidem illtravi, l'ollfitt"'OI', '('(1 Dei gratia operant bene egrediar. Erravimus ju- 
\'t'II
, t'rneUlIelllll!o' 
eJl(':"."* 
) fl. II 10 ra1.1e, iUlIeN, 31"' tlle e\.am plei of the mi(hlle agt'
J re
pecting the hor- 
lOr \\ ith \\ hich the crime of ..iruollY wa.o; rc ra.nIt.'t1. "Tho i
 thi
 m)" terious pt.ni. 
tent in th,. d ',,;,'rt of F()ul
 A .-lIano, that COIllc:.i forth on Chri"tma.., EVt
, to n
ist 
at ti,e 
lernuity, afif'r ha\"ill
 ht'{'n t-t'chltll'C.l in his cell during forty da
's? One 
trcmble... on lx-llOldin
 him. Tlri.. io; he \\110 in six days a('t'ompli
ht.
 the canonic 
penance of all hUlHlrctl Yl'ar
. IIark! to tlIf' clash of iron a.s he pro:oõtrat-':i him- 

lf on the ground, for he we..Irs a ...t('('1 cuirn next his 
kin; two iron rings 
enrompasc; his body, amI t\\O pr hea\"y un his arm
 amI legb; amI Jet with 
arm!oo e'\:tendp<l, IOllg 811(1 fi'n...nrJ}' he pra}"
, aud makl
 a thou..:uul gE'nllflt'cti()n
, 
while rt'Citing out" P
lh'I" Thi
 i
 the C(.lehratt'tl Domini(,ll
, ..;urnam('(1 Lori- 
ratn.., who in th' Jcal' 1059 put on thi tcrriblt. \"(':o.t. '''hat drove him in the de
- 
,'rt, ,,
 the thought that he had incurred the ,'rime of !'imon)' in Ùle ypar 1 0 :!5, 
though it 
 vcry doubtful whether he really di(1 part:tkp in it or not. 
1I('h, 
however, is his impl.t.:.;
ion; :uIlI, tllt'refill"t.' h.. dl't.ms himl.;..lf unworthy of t'Wf 
a
ain celt'bratin.,. ma

; amI U:i the gift of a vc'-)tment to a bishop "a..; the 
l
lU:,C of hi. crimc, he puni:.:hc:J it in him!'oelf by wearing thi.. ...harp iron \'e..tlUcnt, 
"hicll he will never lay aside till his death.t 
""helle\'er any ublli!c crt'pt in, the cmnpJaint
 of thp holy mcn of the middle 
agl'
 arc most affl'Cting. IImr Hi{'h:ml of Sc Yi('tm' commenting upon the 
words, "Bt.neath it dwell the animals and bea"ts, and in its branclll:o. c(oll\'er:-.e the 
birds of heaven." "Thus," baith he, "the 
tial 
pirit.; aN' k"pt dm\ n, hut the 
:'piritual arc exalted. Let our prclat(;
 learn what the)' oll
ht to do. I t.t them learn 
to tll'press undi
iplil}('(1 manners, amI to l"3i
l' ami hOllor thc good. ""hat kind 
of moust.'r is thi
, that tn..... I.;hoilld c
'rry hear
, ur lion..;, or uther be"tial mind.. of 
this kind ill their Lmnche::,? "Thilc the birdc; of heavcn, :1.11(1 th.. wing(d tril)(', 
contrary to th
 law of their condition, and to the il)
titutt. of tlrt.ir Crt..ator, are 
pr{':-::-:t.d down to till' ground? lIo\\ ofl('1) have I 
I), :111<) h.t\'e gl"Oallt'ti at !'('Cing, 
the impioth exalted awl ele\'att'tl ahove the eedar!' of Libanu!o-. Ah! if you truly 
love th
e be:5tial ht'arb, why !o,O ('xalt them? ""hy not 
pare th(,l11? ""hy pre- 
pare their d..stru('tioll by I"'.li
ing them to the branch(:
 wllt'll<'l' they mu:-:t !'o tel"- 
rihly faB ?"! "YI)(,11 
u('h 
t'ntinwllb prc\'ai1('(1 among the inferior order.; of the 
cJt'rg)', atHl among the pt'ople. thprc wa:o; I -. , danger of the higher becoming for- 
getful of what their duty required. \.nd accordingly Pupe Urban II. in 


* Wi]]. '[alme8bur. de Ge!\ti8 Pontif. Anglorum, Lib. II. 
t Annulillffi Cama]duleo8IUm, J.ib. XI V 
* RiclumIi S. Victorls de eruditione lwminis iOlerioris Lib. II. 17. 
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writin
 to the dergy and people of Chartrb, with r -"peet to the election whidl 
terlllillatul in Ün'or of 1\'e:-o, who wa:-; rai
eJ to that 
ec, expn,..
ly eonfides in thi
 
principle, de
iring t!)em to look to them:-oelve:-o, amI adding, "Si cnillI placere Deo 
I.:twIll(>l'iti:-; pa40rem proeul dubio Deo placentclU habebiti:-o."* 
.xo\\" that it dc\"oln
s upon me to :-opcak of the justice of the men thcm
lves 
who compo
ed this vaEt body, the organization of whieh we have been considering, 
I l.oan fully appreciate the <<lifficulty of my enterprize. \V ould that I could frame 

omc r...eling Jim's that Illight di:-:cover such integrity; but I fear, us Cicero 
aJs, 
"nc talillllI per
onarllm, cum amplificar'e veJim, minuam etiam gloriam/'t if it be 
lawful to use the Roman style in :-opeaking of thc-'e nl(xle
t and humble men, 
fJ 
free fmlll 
ll ambition, from that even of a IE'gitimate glury. \Yhat do we find 
at the 
ulllmit of thi
 m

estic hierareh
'? The faith of Peter, the conl.;tanc)' of 
Corneliu:-:, the felieity of Sylvester, the refinement of Dama:-:u
, the eloql1ew'e of 
Leo, the learning ofGc1asiu
, the piety of Gregory, the magnanimity ofSymmach. 
U:--, tht' coneiliatol-Y talents of Adrian, the pacific temper of Eugene, the ml1nifieencP, 
in rf'ganI to learning, of Xichola
, the 
nctity of Pius Y'., the erudition of Beue.. 
did, the liberality of Piu:; YI., the goodnc':'s of Piu.. YII., the heroic justice o( 
Leo XI!., the divinc light of Gregory, whi('h hath so lately guided hack tu the 
Go:-opel tho
f' who were wandering after dell1
ive fires, enticed frum the way of the 
beatitudes b)" men like the..e de
riLed in the holy song, "Qui dixerunt : linguall1 
no
tram magnificabimus labia nosh'a a nobis 
Ullt; tIll is 
t Dominus no4er "!"t 
,. Xevf'r," f'ays Stephen Pa:-:quier, " ditI a hi!'tory coutain morp. religion amI !'anc- 
tity than that of the bi
hop
 of Home, in the gradual acquisition of their temporal 
p()wer."
 One Jlla
" bclie\"e it truly, since the fir:-;t thirty-
ix pope:; were 
int
, 
many of whom planted the church with theil' blood, and ùrank the Lortl's chal... 
ice, all of whom werc made the friends of God, their sound ha\'ing gone forth into- 
a]] l:1n<1:-" and their words to the ends of the earth ; 
till it is well to lwar it ac" 
knowledged by a writer di:,tingui:,he(I fOl' hi:-; political hostility to Rome. ]t is 
cnriolls to hear Pontanu:-; expre::;s hi::; inability to explain hy what arts the Homan 
pontiffs acquired that temporal power; "FOl' it was not by arm..;," 
aith he, "thai 
t1w)" \'indiC'.lte<1 it. They were men wholly devoted to peace and religioll, arranging 
procc::;,..:iOll:-: and ceremoniE's ; men most innocent, and mo
t removed from all am- 
hitioll amI eXce
s. It is not <.'a:-:y to explain this history. "
e only hehold their 
f'qual goyernment. their tranquil administration, their study ofpeace,allll that almost 
di\'ine majesty of repo
c with which thE'Y' are encompassp(l."l1 En'n arnitl:.;f, the 
f'\'ils which desolated Italy dnrin
' the tenth century, RomE' hehdd the eighth 
:::;tephpll, the st'w'nth Lco, anc] the 
('C()JI(I 
 \
Opitl1:', pontiff.. uf admirable holiness 
and of hle:-;..e(I memory, 
 "
hcn Clpnwnt Y 1 I I. heard him:-:elf proclaim('(] pupe, 
11(' pl"O
trated him
elf 011 the l'artJ., antI prayed Üod to take away hi:-, lifp, if his 


* Ivonis Camnl. Eph.t. I. t LUCuIJU8. t P
. 11. 
 Rechl'rchec; de la Fr:\1Icc, Lib. III. 4. 
I Joan. .TO\'ian. P"lItani IIi,.. XcapoJit. Lib. I. · 
lahjlJ..PI:{'f:lT. ill Y. 
æt"lll. Bcncdict. 
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dection \\ oulù not eùndll<'e to the allnmtagc of the Churl'h. Ill' wa.... :'0 humble, 
(hat more (hall oncc lit' N....tu'll him:o-t.lf in (he trihunal of peuanL-e, uut! rel.
i\"l.J like 
a 
imple em'atc e\"{,I"Y om' who dlU:-c (0 pl"e..cut him...df. The chronicles of 
t. 
Bertin ùl':"(,l"iLt.'':) pupe .Adl.watu:s a.. a lUali of lIlarn.'Uuus benignity, who Ubl..J. to 
(Ii
m
 e\"l'ry onc tliat haù L'ÙWC to him L'Uu
oll'ù.* 
.John Picu... of 'Iir..twlula begin
 his 3polog
" h\" "3)"ing, that hc ('
tIllC lalt.ly to 
HOlllc, to t.i..:o' the fl't.t of the dtief pt)ntif1
 Innoecnt YIII., and thuugh it \\a"i 
.lii,.. pope wllO l.'lHulelllm'll :--ollle of hi... propu:")ition
, he adds, "to whom, on ac- 
('oullt of the iunlX'Cul:e of his lifc, the name i... lIIu..t ju:--tly (hlt.,."t Xl"'CI" \\a., 
.here wauting, at thp ll1om{'nt
f lll'eC.l, the f
m'C a 11(1 tli:o-t"('rllIlIl'nt (':-:O-élltial tu 
him who was to rulc 3..::1 Chrh,t's viear, in ordl'r to 
tL-cr the gUl)(1 \"' ,.1 of tlac 
Church throuJh all the gU:o-t'i alill ti(lcs of the worM's mutahility. ..\nd what 
think you, lUight Iw fuund to illu,trah' ju:o-tiec in thp ulillal:o- of till' pOlltifical couu- 
('il? "ff 
.Oll \\ ill re,.il'" the 
tatc of tlac (,hurc'h fur th(. I:.I:-:t f(llIr IlIlIulrl'll 
)'t'ar
," :-ay
 Ih'uHlict Aretiuo, \\ ri
ing uuder Co litO (Ic 
l''llicis, "I tlaillk you 
\\ ill 3ekllowh.J.g(' that there "ere not a few 
mlinali in Iwlinc . alllllc:.Irnilig 
J1Jo..t t.milH'lIt; fc)r without mentioning a Bunan.l1tura, YUII wu..t coufe......" that 
Bt'rllal.tl Lh"rto tilt' Florentillt'. .Tohn Domilli{'u..., XidlOla
 of nolo
na, FI'allci... 
Zah..tr{'lIo, J IIlian (':e..arillo, 
\Iwplo 
h'l'i:
lIolo, \llim:u' tllc (ìPI'm:1l1, Hlanda of 
Plaet'ntia, and Antcmin (':
(.tan, wpre Jllen \\ hù di...ch:U',r('l1 tlrat ofliee with the 
hi
ht....r pl'ai
e und vf'ne.....ttion, Ilot ùlle of \\ hOIll, amid..t nIl the ..tate n ........trily 
attt'lHling ..U(.h a r:.llIk, wa..; (',"pr 3('('II"'t"\1 of ,":mity or ill
olen('t', for what in faet 
"a.... IIlOI"l' rClllote fmlll thclll all !"! 'larc't.Iiu... Fit.'illll:oì fi(,c(lI"llingly rl'mill(ls cal'- 
dinal Haph:ual Hiario, that unIt'''s hl' wnulll lli, rr-..tl'(' hi:, oflìæ ill the Homan 
<'11111"<'1., hi
 hou.... I11I1..t be a temple of God, a I-,,'at of pI"Udellc,', ju..ti('t', and forti- 
twl.., a fountain of ('hal'ity amI J!1':.tN', a ('hail' of the I11U
('S, :.111 :H":.HI('m
" of 
oratnrs and pON,", Ii 
'IJnol of philo
()pllt'r:-; alltl tllt'nlogiall
; it mu..t {lIrni...h 
a table to thc poor, :l rpfug(
 to the inn()("t'llt. an illllt'ritall"c to the ullhappy.
 
Trul
., fc)r om, 1 <'all !-pcak fro 11 1 per
onal ('xrwricm,'t", fOl' 1 wa... ut l:ome 
wlll'n tilt' :-:iXh't'nth Grt'gory 
at in ppf('r's ('hair, and if the t ...timon)" of all eye 
wiwt' ,. may lx. oppo:-;(1.I to tll(' :o.('omful wor(ls of him who Iat('ly !"t)'It';-4 hilll,elf a 
helicv{'r, let the n-ader b. :L...:-:ur('d, that hi,... !'-olll wouM ha,'c gatllt'rl'tl livd.y vir- 
tue from lx'holding an 
mbly of the !-iacrl'tl colleb'1', which S "<'llll'() to me the 
Jllo...t :JIlgU:o-t, lllajl'
tic :-p('Cta('le, that could Lc furni.,})('(1 by humanity, in har- 
mony \\ ith it... Crmtor's will. Yomh whi('h W:\..j I-olitary, or ronVt'r...ant with the 
poor, arnil14 its favorite haunt..., h:ult.:.....ap,'tl from hearillg the ('allllunil's ufmcn, 
unù tllcrl'fore there were no lurkin
, \"ile (Idu:,iull-; to oL:o'Cul"c thc \"i
ion. I 
markt'tl ill that amIit'nl'e the imprl.....s of cn'r)" Hohlt. ..pirit ; I {',)ul(l (li...tifll
'lli...h 
the wi:o'Ùolll of a .Tu...tiniani, till' gt'ntll'nt':-... amI J!()()dlle,... of a 1{lIhan, the digllity 


* Chronil'. )I()na
t. :;. Bertini, cal'. I. IMr.. \91. upud Jltut,"n(' Thc,.uur. 
\nccdot. tom. III. 
t Joan. Picu
 )liramluh 
\polngia. t Oc præstallti" ,"irlll 11m ..ui ævi Dialog. 
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and Platonic maje4y of a 
Iicara, the lIusated thir...;t of an Ode
- 
chalchi, the frankue:-;...; aud manly sincerity of a Zllrla, aUlI the Ull- 
uftèded humility of him whu once rull'd the to\\ l'rs uf Lul1worth. 
There was in oue who:-,e nalUe is dear to Gelloa, the air of a Gregory of Tours, in 
anothH the !wlIetration of a .Jerome, in anothel' the simplicity uf a Fl'uelon. The 
!'p
dade (li(} attract my 
oul's regard, and enable me to discovel' new beauties iu 
hi..hH"Y, and to feel the grandeur and tendel'u
 of many scenc:-;, the dl'..cription 
of which may seem a rhetorical exaggeration, if one has not, frolll experience, 
an internal 
en:,e re
pun..;i\'e to t.he writer's word;o;. For now I can under
tallli 
how th
 pr
:-:ence of Pope Gregory IX., could cau...e brother Gille
, the dt'vout 
contemplati:4, to fall into one of his u:-,ual ec
tasies; now I can under:4and the 
majl.:-.ty of that scene presented in the synod which was held at Rome in the year 
1083, when the holy father
 spoke for three days on the weal and woe of the 
ClulI'ch, which was :-:0 troubled at the time that Illany hishops were pre\'ellteJ 
fmlll attending. Ou the third day, when the holy pope, who was the 1"e\"enth 
Gregory, entc,'ed, his appearance and clii'cour:se were so divine, that almost the 
whole of that venerable a..
embly \\3.':; moved to tears. Of the strength of mind 
and eon..tancy nece::'''
H'Y to meet the pre
ellt pressure, speaking with a tongue 
not human but angelic, "the whole audience," say:; the historian, "hroke fi,rth 
ill groan
 :uHI weeping."* 'Ye ha,'e a description hy Orderic ',",'iralis of the 
:-peetacle fllrllishetl at the ('ouneil of Rheims, awl now I can appreciate the ju
tice 
of his impression:; re:5pecting it. ..
fter relating that at the eml uftlte cathedral fa- 
cing the great gate, was placed the apostolic chair, on whieh sat Calixtu...;; that 
before him were the cardinal.. ; that oppo
ite the Rood were pla('('(1 tlte dtai..s of 
the bi:,hop
, aI)(1 that each metropolitan took his place a('cor(}ing to the 
antiquity of his !'cc,-that you heheld there Raoul of Rheims, læotheric of 
Buurge:-, Humbert of Lyons, Goisfred of Rouen, Turstin of York, Daimbert of 
St:n:-, Hihlehel't of 
Ian1", Baudri of Dole, and eight otlwl' archbi:-:hop:-ï with 
their snffragan
, anù the deputi(:s of the absent, as also a great number of abbots, 
monk..;, and clE'rk..,-the hi
torian adds tltat this augu
t a:-i:,embly gave, hy an- 
ticipation, all idea of the !a..t judgment, which I
aiah beheld in 
pirit, and cricù, 
" the Lord will come to judge with the old men, and the princes of the people."t 
Bending OUl' view lower, we are pre:-:ented with the f'3me ima
('
 of living ju
- 
tiC'e, Read the work of "ïlliam of 
falme..lH1r)', on the Ii\"{;0, of the hi
hop5 of 
England in Catholic time:" or the 
imiJar work of the "en
rahle Bpde, anll then 
judge whE'thel' that highest jU5tice whieh con..i:-,t:-; in fi,llowing the apostolic step::" 
after the injunctions of om' Lord, wa..: found wanting during the middle age;o,. 
The description of the life and manners of a 
Iaphæns Gherardu
, patriarch of 
Yenice, by Pf'trus, Delphinu
, of Camaldoli,: will 
how, that in times long sub- 


· Coleti. CoU. Cline. t. XI. 67ö. 
t Ann:.1. Cama1dulells. Lib. LXYI II. 


t Hi,.;l. Xnrmall. Lib. XII. 
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t-('(l'lt'nt, amid4 circnm"t:tuN'S 
o unfavorable as tho,c which eharact('ri?pd the end 
uf th · fift<''ellth century, the 
Ille type contÌ1lUl"tl to be realized; :::, . that \\ tlt
re\"er 
religion rcmailU'Ci UlH'hallgt't.I there wa... 
till fOUliti the 
Ulll' order of men dis- 
charging the (1.i
('opal oI1ìl . ; 1I0t ....1I('h a, wHuM 
pl'ak, in the :l..;,cmhlips of I)('er
, 
of tlll'ir ntwillluelit of a mitre, Il,:) l'\'itlclll'C oftheil. OWUI'-U' .' in lifè: their views 
of t-uch clc\"ation lUay bt.. L lleet '(I from that IIytiulphllil, of whom th. ('hronit'le 
5a

, on his Leing I1lal1<, archhi!-ohop of Tren_s, II Pntiu:i ,...t tractU::J quam plec- 
tus.". 
Tlwma.... Bralh\anIinl', th ' l
arlJ('Ci anti holy archhi
hop of Canterhury, 
o <.!e, p 
a tli\'im', that at Uxfm"tl hc was I
,lled " Doctor Profundll
," 
n gn'at a mathcma. 
tieiau, anti phil.,
opher, Dud g 'neral 
holar, in all th ' lihl'ral :o.(.icIICt,
, that lie was 
the a\lmiration of hi..; ug('; though confl:o-"ùr to Ehnu"tl 111., ami with him COIl- 
14alltl)' in all hi:: \\ar
, from whom hl' might have hatl lIIallY pJ"t'ft'rml.nt
, W:1..; 
o 
far frllm wi
hillg to 
u(,x.'et'(l hy hOIlO
, that it wa.. 1(l1I
 ht.fuI"<' I... ('onltl he per- 
buadl"J to fill a prcLt'lIlial 
tall in Liu('oln. In the ymr 1107, \9'III:,,:-riu, ùi..;{'iple of 
1\. Jc Chartrc..., fled from Tro
'l."" whell he f(mllli that Pope P:b('al 11., there pre- 

itling in council, \\ a'i willing to gin. him up to the inhahitautl" of Doh., \\ ho 
ollght 
him, to fill the l'pi
copul 
ee of th('ir eity.t P)"thagora..;, who Iu'v('r admitt<.-,d any 
oue to hi:, fril'lIl.bhip, whom hc hatlnot .. 'ell to be a tl ....pi:..er of honors, during 
thn-c }'ear.. of probation,
 would hu\'e found no deficiency ofc;;uhjeds dilly (Illalifi('ti 
for hi
 ...t '111, in this rcsp<..'Ct, had the different rank:-- of the Catholic hil'ral'dlY 
lx'('n pre
ellt('(l. lIe at I<'.l...;t wouM have hl'('n ...ati,fi('(l with 
I)(.h (.\"idtn<'C u.. that 
to which the c:.tnlinal of \\ïndll':i1<'r 8Plwals ill hi..; reply to proud t;louCC:)ter ; "If 
I \\erc <'OvelO\b, pCr\"er:', ambitiou:" a: hc will have me, how am I so poor? Or 
how hal it, I seek not to adV.lIlL'e or rai.... myself, but keep illY wonted rnlI- 
i 11 
 ?" 
TI1P spirit of t1)(
e age
 is exprf ..
ed in remarkahle t('rm
 hy Pari
il1s, a monk 
of Camaltloli, in the thirte('nth C{'ntury, who" -:lItcnce b found re<'Ordcd in the 
1l1.'Crolof,O" of the convent of St. Cln'istina at Bologna. "lIp who wi:ö;hes to be 
chv

n," says thi
 holy man, "i
 not cht,l"('u by the L)nl; for he ..;aith, I have 
('ho
n you. IA,t no on(' tlU'refc)re, (,11(lmvor to ohtain hi.... own clel.'tion. The- 
Lor<.I cho:,t. Da vill, whom Ii ii fat hel' T 
li tll'..;pi
t'C I or uelrl,--.tcd, becau ..t' my ways 
are not as thy way', :--:Iith tlie Lord. \rt' then to tho
 who :..eek to he (.ho!'(-'n:'
 
AfI"d.in we must okcl"\"e that thc\" bore 110 r...,.mblance to tlh...e Ari:m hi:,h()p
, 
t:-. '" 
of whom St. Jerolll(, :0'3)"="', "Frolll thc bosom of Plato, or of .\ri::tophaue...., they 
arc rai
'(1 to the l'pi
t'Qpacy, not diffi'rill
 fhull nPII!ilf's, ..;t) that a Chul'ch which 
receive" bi...hops from th, IIl'n.titos, tìop..; not 
t) I11I1('h r 'C('i\.e bi;;;.h()p
 
L" pr
ests 
from the capitoL"1I Th. Iri:o-h synod, in the eighth <>entnry, whn
e dccl'c" were 
published by Dacherius, 
Y:::', "lIe \\ ho i
 to be úl'daillt'll a bi
hop, must pre- 


· Chronic. Senoniensis, Lib. I. cap. XI. apud. Dar1u'r. Spicilcg. III. 
t lUst. du Diocese de Troy('s, 272. 
 Jarnnlich de PJth'H
nric. \'Ita. cap. 17. 

 Annal. Cama]du], Lib. XXXIV. I 
. lIil'rOll ad\t
r
. Lucifcrianns. 
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viou
ly be examined in order to ascertain whether he is prudent by nature, docile, 
temperate in his U1anner
, bubel', chaste, atlàble tv tbe humble, merciful, learned, in- 
structed in the law of the Lord, cautious in the interpretation vf the Script- 
urcs,"* without once alhuling to the a(,'COmpli::;hment::; which the world 
would require for thu
e whum it inve:-:ted with pre-eminence. 
At the council of Rheims, where Pope Calixtus II. presided; on the fir:--t day, 
being t5unday, after the Pope had preached 011 the Go
pel, the cardinal, bi:,hup of 
Palc:-õtrine, mad(' a discollr
e on the obligations of the Epi..copal office, dnd pro- 
posed a
 an example, Jacob guarùing the flock..; of Laban; who ::;aid, "I was 
pierced with heat during the day, and with cold during the night; and 
leep fled 
from my eyes; thy sLeep and thy goat.::; have nut been :;terile; I have not eaten 
the ram:,,> of thy flock." 
The ver:-ões which the ancient historian of Ely addresses to the blessed Adel- 
wold, express the episcupal character, as it appears in the history of [he middle 
ages. 


" 0 deeus Eeclesiæ, vas nobile phiJo<:ophiæ ! 
Cujus ad e
elllplum Christi fies homo temp]um, 
Vir pie, sanete; bone pater, Ade]wolde Plltrone 
Inter opes seeJi sitiebas gaudia eæJi.'1 


Anquetil, in his history of Rheims, 
peaking of the af('hbii'hop
 of that bee, 
boa
ts of having recalled to the memory of men, the merit too little known of 
V ulfar, the C3pacity of Foulques, the justice of Hervé, the piety of Courtenai, 
the sweetness and affability of Ursins, the liberality of Briçonnet, the ability of 
Gervais, of Guy Paré, of Albel.t de Humbert, and the truly ('pi:-:eopal qualities of 
Guillaume de Trie, of Robert de Lenoncourt, and of Guillaume GiffiJrt.t He 
ays, 
that many were model
 of holiness, of wisdom, anù goodnes..-;, in difficult times. 
In early ages, St. Remi, and St. Rigobert, the one insensible to the delight:; of 
a court which sought to please him, the other superior to 1 he p

ecutions of all 
angry conquemr, showed in arduous circum
tances, how the ministers of Jesus 
Christ ought to act in pro
pel'ity and rni:,fOl'hll1e. St. Camelien, bishop of Troyes, 

l1cces;o,or of St. Loup, in the year 507, assisted at the council of Lyon!;, where 
Sidonins saw him, who thus describes him in his epistles.
 "Of a truth, he is 
such a holy man, that he seems to have brought to life again, in his own manners 
and conversation, the Bishop ofSt. Lou}>, his ma
ter, 
o de
('rvedly e:"teemed the fir:o.t 
of all the prelates of Gaul, then livil
g. 0 what gravity anù sweetne.jS were united 
in thi
 holy man! He loves learning; but above all, that learning ,\hich has re- 
gard to piety and the Catholic religion. In all his actions and intcntion
, it is 
Jesus Chri!'t that we hehold and hear. He loves to oblige rather than to be Ie- 
paid with gratitude; 1'0 humhle i., he that in all place
, 311<1 to all men, he wishes 
to yield place; aud his admonition:-õ are gi\'eu with such grace and delicacy, that 


· Capitula 
el
cta Hihernens. cap. ';'. apm1 Daeher. Spicile& tom. IX. 
t IIiet. Elit:nsi:., Liù. I. c. 6. apud Gale IIht. Brit. tolll. Ill. : L. XXII. 
 Lih. VII. 13. 
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110 011(' IS o1J(>nòNI or WOUlHINI ; :lIltl all nre equally "':lti:-ficd with his coun..;(:l:-." 
In order to a
l't'rtain huw tar tlae true l'pi..cop II t
.pl' (.,orn....pOllll('t.1 \\ ith tlwil' 
cham('tpr:-:, the bisllllp
 of pa
t timp.; lI:--ed to iutclTogatl' tlll'll1:-d \"t''; aftt'r tilt' lIIall. 
l1er of 
t. .\ugu....tin on tbe anl1i\'erSlr
o of hi:) (,\)U..focration, illquiring whetller lli..- 
turl)l'(1 hy \Oariou.. (,.II'e.. atltl tlitli<..taltie.., th..)" hall not Iwanl anyone, a..; he lll'- 
...irNI, or 1)(,hl'l(1 any o Ill' with a lli:-ph'a"l"tll'onntt'nanl'
', or utt('rl'd a 
l'\Ocr{'r "onl, 
fir had n.fHi('h,d any Olll' in h'onh1t, or po\"erty, by an int'on:-,idcmte rl'ply, or hat! 
lleg}..('t('(1 relic\"ing au}. on. ill want, or di 'Oul"a:!('(1 him hy thl'ir hnm. 01' hall 
hu'n angry aJ!".lin..t an
' one thrt.\uf:h f:II:--(. :-u:-pil'iol1.* )lark no\\" tlal' d(,tails gin'u 
hy ancil'ut autlwr.., r(osp('(,ting :-\t. }
llI1ulIIl of Callterhur)"; for hi..; later hiogra- 
pher:o; pa..s O\'l'r lUan)" thilw" which though minutl o , :11'(' not ]l"
'" I"('mal'kahh'. It W:li 
his custom ('Vl.'ry (lay alUlnitrht, to IIIl"tlitat.. 111'011 the pa....ion of Chri..t. \\lli]e 
tn'. ...urer ufthe Churdll,f
.ali::,bur
', he wa... 
(I buuntifu] tu thp poor, that fur a 
p3rt of thl" ).e.lr, hc u.., 1 tu repJ.ir to a mona..;tery of 
tanl('y, from wantill
 means 
to li\"e. 1']w ab1.ot, Stl'phl'n de L.axitoll, a vl'II(Orabll' mall, tJ
f'(l tu advi
(' him 
to be more prlul('lIt; but he rtop]il"tl, ,.. I wi..h to !-how that thco]ogian... are 1I0t 
the uvarieiou:, ml'n that c:alullllliou.' pcr
ull:) report tlwlIl tu b' ; a III I I wi...h to 
{'nt('rtain courtiers ami ";tocular nil n that I ma
' g'.lin them to God." lIe "as 
1I('\"f.r :lng-IT durill
 hi
 whole lifc hut olwe ; anll that was on hi
 jOIll'II('Y from 
Pari.. to ElIghuu], \\ IIl'Il his ('()lIlpallioll, through IIf'g]igell('(., ]o:--t the Bih]e \\ ith 
\\hieh he had (ntru..(('(1 him; allli tllt'n he (Pliek]y 1"l.'('ovcl"l't.l hi... tralHPlillity. lie 
had alwa)'s an i\"urJ Y im3g' or thc TII,..; I Virgin l)tofore his faCf', upon the dc..k 
\\ hich 
upported his book, at 
tudy, with th
 wonlo; in
ribed," \. ('hild i
 horn 
unto u..:' 
"lwn the lIloliks of Canhorlmry (':lllll' to 
ali:-lmr)" to :,ignify tu him his dt'Ction, 
he refu...t>il for thr{'(> (lay:o" ami at Ja:-l l'omp]iL'(I, wheu told by the hi
hop of 

li
- 
bury that he would hin mortally if he did nut suffer hilll If to be el('f,tNI. \\lll'n 
primate of England, he ratlwr ft.'aml till' bm"\lf'n than fdt ]u'idl' (rom tlu> (Iignity; on 
3. journe)' he wouM Iu'ar the confl'..
ion of tlH' poore..;t man tI- at npplif"tl to him; 
he USl'l.l to p
hi whul o nights in pl"a)'cr alllllllt't.lit3.tioll without 
letop. TIe 31\\":.I)'s 
honored amI worshippl"t.l the female
, on R("Count of th. H] .. 0(1 Yirgill, 3ull 
it.. tlevotion; he u
l'tl tt) gi\.e portion.. to poor young won1('n, to (,lIaLlp them to 
he marrit.d well. TIlP law alull'lI...tom of the lal1ll :ulju(lgt"tl to him the IIl:Ulor 
of a eertain knight which wa", to h(' rC(k'CIU('(I afhorward., for a 
um of right)" 
poullll
 :-tcrlillg, \\hich :)11111 a:'J M)()n a.-; he recei\'ClI, he gave to he tlivill(,d among 
thl' four tlaulrhters of the kni g ht that there mirrht l>f' no ,lda y to tll<'ir marria g e. 
ð ., 
 
There wa... allotlll.'r clI..;torn of the land which onlaimo,I, that wh(,11 fllf' father of a 
famil)" died, hi
 lord wa.i to rt>ceive tllc bf'--t allimal tll
\t he po..;",(':-,..I'(I, uf" hat. 

\"cr killd it might hc, in token of hi", being the lord. 
\ (,'ertain widow rnme to 
him, entreating that he would r
torc her draught hor
; to whom he replied, 


· :5erm. de propr. Xata1i. 
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"Good woman, this is the Jaw of the laIH], aUtl the cn..tom requir(':-; that your' <<1t>- 
ceac:e<.1 hu:oòbandts lord shoul(l have his Lc:st anima1." flU'B turning tn otl...r.., he 
said in Latin, " 'Teracitel' hæc institutio legis c:oòtdiaboli('æ, non tli\'in:L'." ".\fu'l' 
the'captive has lost her husband, the best thing that her dying hu...baIHl ha
 I..ft 
her, must be taken f!"Om hpI' ; this is not a good cm.tom." Then turning tu the 
woman, he 
aid to hcr in Engli:-;h, " ""oman, if I 
houId lend your anima to rou, 
will you take gùod care of it ?" " Yes, my ]01'<1, a:-; much ('are a:i if it were my 
own." Theil he onlere<1 Ilis bailiff to restore it withO\1t delay. lIe saw the 
Lle:oò..;('(l Thomas of Canterhury in a vision, and tried to ki
 his [('t't. Being 
obliged tu fly from Englanù, for maintaining the rights of the Church, he took 
refuge in the abbey of Pontignr, the general asylum fin' Engli..;h ('xik..., on ac- 
count of the sanctity of it:-; :-;uperiOl'
. AmI he was glad to he bani...lH'd to the 
sallie country which had received St. Thomas of Canterbury, ami 
tcphell Lang- 
ton, hi:; predecessors. Here he feIl sick, and when he could 110 longel' rppair 
to the gate of the monastery, to give alms to the poor, he gave money to hi
 
chaplain, and charged him to discharge this office with all charity, amI prudent 
discernment. IIaving received the adorable eucharist, he cau
ed the cl"O
:-:, with 
the images of the Ble5
ed 1\Iary and St. John, to he placcd before hi
 eyes, whid. re- 
ceidng, he ki
5ed it, shedding many tear:oò. Th(,11 e:1n,.ing wine and water to be 
brought to him, he washed the wound.::; of the nail:-õ, am] of the lance, amI tlaen 
signing it with the cross, he drank that ablution, f.:aying, " IIaul"Íetis a<]ua:-; in 
gaudio (Ie fontihus salvatori:oò." AIl pre
ent admire<l the expressioll of hi.::; face. 
which reflected thejoy of his mind. To the phy:-:ician who felt hi::) pulse, saying, 
" It was \"ery weak," he replied, ., that he Was rea(ly for hi-;journt>y, being forti- 
fietl after the manner of Catholics." Then he ordered the tapers, am] all thing.; 
requi
ite for his oh
equies, to be prepared; he hreathed no sigh, and e\.incetl no 
6ymptom of (leath ; but sat or lay c1otlac<l Oil hi:-; hed, with his head reclining on 
his halH!. ..\t length, at sunrise, on the Friday, the day on which Christ ta::)ted 
dmth for the dead, he slept the sleep of peace, without any previous str'ug-gle, a1)(1 
l)a
;;:ed from the miseries of men to the joy of angel,.. IIis bo<<lr was hm.ie\l ill 
f'olemn state ill thé mona
tery of Pontigny, in Champagne, which is on the roati 
ahout half way between Rome and S1. Jame
, a hou!"e which no one devout to 
God ever pa"'\Ses near without visiting, and, therefore, the fiuue of his 
allctity wa::; 
f:pread through allland..:.* 
During the middle ages, innumerable prelates imparted to different cities ami 
diocese:-:, that charm which the memory of Fenelon has been ahle in latter tiuw:-" to 
a
,.()('iate with the name of France, which though desolate and :-;tript of most 
mpmorial
, is :-;till emhalnwd with tbe fragrance of his \"Ïrtues. Such ill the 
thi.,tecnth century was Eh('rhart II. archhi
llOpof Salzbm'g, called by the people, 
the f:lther of the poor, the lover of peace.t The terms with which A Icnin begin-; 


* Vitaej\1s spud 
[artene Thesaurus Anecdot. tom. III. 


t Gel mani:\ S:\cm, tom. II. 343. 
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his letter to ...\rno, archbishop of Salzburg, indicate how faithfully he di
.'harg('(l 
the duti
 of hi8 offiet:. "Aquilm per \lpt"s volanti, per campu:; 
urreDti, I
r 
urbes nmbulanti, humilis terrigcna s.1lutem."* 
" Ble
:o'{'d he God," crif's I Vt'
 lll' C'hartr
, writing to Thoma"', nn.'hbi:-hop of 
York, "whu hath made 
'our convcr:--atioll tu :-hine forth in the llarkneSê of a 
harharous Ilation."t 
,rhen Petrnrch was at Prague, hc formC\1 n union with two prelates of distin- 
guishNI merit, ErlU'St de Parelm\ itz, archhishop of that ,.
, :uul.Johll O(
ko, hiJ10p 
of Olrnlltz. Erlll':-t uS('(1 to I"ay to him N.H11l,tim
 "Friend, I am eunt
rnl'(1 to Bee 
yon amon r harharians." "Xothin.., howt'\'l'r," "",a
's Pctrarch, "\\a"l l('
 harharou8 
than Ùl . prelate
. The)' \\ere U:i rentle, polite, amI uf1àhlf', n jf they had bePn 
Lorn at \thClb." IIear how he ..;peak"! of the ßi'-hop of Lt:mber, on reading his 
Il'th'r to the Can.linul of Colonna. "Every line (Jfit hrt .1thl's mod{'..;ty, the love of 
IIltH.!t'mtion, fm"tlom from umhition, amI (''Ontt'utllll'ut \\ith hi:- lot. In it are the 
prineiplcs of the ,..:oUlulc.... phiIo
ph
', ('xprt':--:O-l'1l in th' 1110000t noble and exact 
Illanlll'r." ,rhat a love of ju
ti('e, amI" hat solid virtue shone forth in that il- 
lu...triou
 1\'\:", hi "hop ofChurtru" \\1. 
 EpÏ3th'
 uncl Dr<'ret:tl;o; throw :-,u('h light 
upon the ('ouh'ml)()mm'ou;4 hi!-tory. I Vb wa!i nClt a courtly prelate. "If I did 
lIot thank you :-oonf'r," say!oÒ lit', to ;5am
n, hi
hop of \rorcc:-ter, who had sent 
him a pre' 'nt, "it \\ :L
 1)l'C.UI · I am ß. .slow man, of ff'\\ "ord-.;, amI of not sufficient 
urbanity; but I am not .:;10'\ to repay)"our kindnbS with deed:oõ."t 
Thi
 pieture i... unlike the preceding, hut the ""lintl)" eharactpr a(lmittt>(1 of infi- 
fiuitt. vari(.ry in the rm>ption and t'mployment of gr.l('l'''; nlHI !'oO ell.arly wa...; this 
N.'t'U in hi
tory, that it ma)" he hUPI)()Sl'(1 the church ulhlllc."t to it w}wn she sin!!
 "Be- 
hold a grc.lt pric....t, who in hi
 tla).s ple.1S('{llìoJ. There W
 not fOUl)(1 the like to 
him, who kept the law of the 'lo-:t High." It may 1><' rt.marked, that fl"f'<}1IPnt 
\\fitl'r.-, the mO!oÒt IU)!oÒtile to tilt' Catholic hiemr('hy, hU\'l' 1)('('11 ('omlwlll'd to spruk 
in admirati.)u of ih..ju:,ti
'. '"Thl' ()f(lt.r ofbi:-hop'" in this king(lom," 63}"S t\win- 
burn, "Il'ad. a very t:xl'mplary life, much retirf'(l from the worlù, E'xpellding 
lheir great re\'enUb in f ..ling till. puor, building and endowin
 churches, con- 
vellt:.., ami lw:-pitals, and allowing vprY:o'<":.Ultily fi)r tlll'ir ()\\ n f''\.penSl's.''
 BOllr- 
goign gi\'c
 U :-imilar d('S('ription of the mannt'r in which the prelates of "-pain 
employed their powl'r amI wealth, wh'n 
pl'aking of the Cardinal L07pnzana, 
archbishop of Tole<lo.1I On the road from 
[adrid to :-\.1rng
-Ia, he finds a vil- 
lage built O}" the Bishop ofSignenza, on which O<'Ca
ion he ob
erv(':oò, that "every- 
\\ hf're in Spain, the bi
hon
 are ut the hea(l of the benefactor:) of their respective 
canton!o'."
 
Don Lewi
 de Armundarez, of a noble family in Xavarre, abbot, bishop, and 
hn.111y archbkhop uf Taragona, dfter an his promotions, died 80 poor, th11t hi
 


* Irl. tom. II. 118. t bonis C.Lront Epi
t. CCXV. * Epist. CCVII 

 Tra.vels through Spain. 17.5, vol. 1. p. 12:). I Tableau.de l' Espagnt'. \0]. Ill. 4. 

 Id. III. 31. 
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:--epulchre in the mona
tery of V' al-Parayso, could only he erected with the aIm.. 
ufthe faithful. So bountiful was he to the poor, as 
t. Bernard l'ays, "inter au- 
rum :òine auro pertransiit."* 
Bj
hop:> frequently employed the wealth of the Church in work
 of secular 
utility. ,Fortullatus, himself a bishop, celeb....ltes ill verse the praise of Felix, a Lish- 
op, who cut down moulltain
, filled up valleys, hanked out rivers, and drained 

}"tensive regions, t and Ca
iodoru:ò exhorts .Æmilian, a bishop, to put the fini:òh- 
ing hanJ to a va:,t aqueduct which he had begun, that, like another )Joses, he 
might give water to the fainting pople.! 
It was Bishop Crispu
, in the reign of Severus, who huilt the fi
t stone bridge 
over the Tt'ssin at Pavia, and raised the rker's banks to pre!"erve the lands from 
inundation. 
 The writers of the middle age, say that the bi!-'hop was the eye of 
all the huul Ohms l\Iagnu
 relates that John 
Iagnus, archbishop of Upsal, hig 
brother and prerleee""or, when visiting his diocese, having purchased at his own 
expen
e in!o:tnll11pnt:--, gave them to the people, and taught them, by personl:) 
who were skilled in the art, the mode of prO<'l1ring 
alt, by which he conferrNI a 
lwnefit upon the iuhabitant'i of the north fi,r en
r.1I The names of Catholic bish- 
ups are still a....
ociated on the tougue" of the people with variou:"\ great works re- 
lating to the drainage of the fen:' in the eastern counties of England. It wa.::, 
Humhert, archhi...llOp of Lyons, who constructed the stone bridge lined with 
hou
es over the .saone in that city, being himself the archi
t and chief contrib- 
utor. ... 
""lwn the Sarra:':5ill
 had destroyed the city of Freju5, in Provl'nce, in the 
tenth ('('nbuy, it "al:) Ricnlphe, the bishop of that :see, whom thirty years after, 
heaven raised up to rebuild it, which he did at his own experu;e, in the gothil' 
durable style, "lS WP find it at the present day.** 
,rhat holy men \\('I'e tho
e powerful lord:-:, the bishops of
antes, jealous of the 
rights of their 8eP, bat al...o jealous of the Imblic liberty. :Kant(:s still venerates 
the memory of St. Felix, line uf her earliest bishop:-, who dug the canal which yet 
bear
 his name, and made a fine lJavigable river of the Erdre, which \Vas thl'll 
"tagnant, !"prpnding into a pestilential mar:,h. Guillaume de Champagne, arch- 
bishop of HI)('i IUS ill 1179, re-establi!-'hed the popu lar office of sheriff' in that 
cit).. His chartel' bpgau a
 follow...: "As the princes of the earth, ill preser\
- 
ing the rights and liberties of their subject
, acquire the love of God 
and of their people, and similarly by violating and changing ancient 
clI
tom
, expose themo;;eh-es to incur the anger of God and to 10="C the con- 
fidence of their subject!'l, therefore, dear children and faithful citizcns, we re- 
l'tore you to pos
e
iou of the privilege..; which were granted to you in ancient time"" 


* Xotitiæ Abbat. Ord. Cisterciens. Lih. VI. 
. 

 Bernard. Sacci Hisl. Ticinensis, Lib. Yl. c. 9. 
I Olai )Iagni Gentium septeut. Hist. Lib. XIII. c. G. 
.- Paradin. Hist. de Lyon, Lib. II. 3:]. 


t Poem, Ill. 


t Leg. IV. Ep. 31. 


.. lIist. be Frejus. Lib. II. 
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:ul(l whi('h tIlt' C'han
p... illtl'O(1tu't't1 hy :o-hnw of 
.our lurd-l ha\yc not been 'lhle- 
uth.rly to aboli:;;h:' In lih.p malHlt'r, tlU' ..\r('hhi..hop n"naud (I.. Chartn.s con- 
[t'rr('tl tlu> mo
t t'minl'nt favoni un the ppupll' of HIlt'im
. * bpt.akillg oftll<> bi
hnl) 
of H(':11Ivai:o', I V
 de Chartr.' :):1)":"" " who....c F-implicity ha.... thi"i lam 1 ablt' ('har:letpr, 
that it ('an pitllt'r plmse tlu, .. whù arc pf'rvcr.....ly, 1101. dic;plea..e thO'. who arp 
ri
htly wi
(>.t TIU' fPPEy6jy t"r{a"."01rtW h
1I1 the "i
fIom of the t'rpent 
ami the g('ntlt\IU" of tIlt' do\"t,. In faet the llIalH)('r... of thp:--,. IIwn of puwpr ami 
ma
nifi('('nce wcr' dlanl<.'tf'ri.l('(1 by tllf' 1Itll104 n)('('kne..;
. I \.t.... d) C'hartrp:o- al- 
W3\ 
 z.h"lt:'Ò him...t'lf " thc humhlc minisÌt.'r of the church of 'hartrE'''õ.'' On one 
. J . 
(I('(
t
ion, wlwn 
t. FranC'l's de 
alt s C3111P to Lyon
, thc two ('(JlIrt:", ot FrauC'e and 

avoy hping' in that l'ity, :u}(II
'r
,n
 of the hight...;t (Ii
nity I
'ing ambition!': ,,( 
l'ntt.rt:tilling him, the holy hi:o-hop woul(l u('('l'pt uf 110 otlH'r 10<1 rillg hilt tlU' gar- 
df'ner'!' roolll of the Convent of the Yi:",itation. ::)t. Amhr(\";l', a..:. we learn from ::;t. 
,..\ u
u:o'till'
 Conf '..ion!':, U"-l.,(
 to receivc c\"ery one who C::llTle tn bee him, and 
a(lmit tht'm without :my 31l1l0UIIC'E'IDt'nt into his pri\'atp chaml
'r. Bishop The- 
()()otlls lI:o-t'Ci to give tht" littt'r to hi., (.If'rk, alltl mOllnt him...plf 111
m hO!'!'d)
l('h. ;t 
amI wc ha,1 ()('t.
tsion to remark befort, that in the fOllrth ct'ntur
", St. 'fartin, 
hi,hop of Tour.., made the vi...itation of hi'J (Iio,'(>
 IHountf'Ci on an ac;...;. It 
is fl'{'t.mle(I of the 3pl ..tit. of Irt'lal1l1 that, until hi.. fifty-fifth Yf'ar, when h(l W3
 
:ulv:lIJ('t't1 to the ('pi:.;('opal cl('gr('(l, hp lI:--t'cl alwa
.
 to tran'l on fc)ot, Lnt that after- 
war(l
 Ill' 11:0'1'(1 a chariot, :Ilter thp mannf'r of tl)(' rountry, and that 0\"('1" hi:-ì other 
brarmcllt-; h ' worf' :\ whit. cowl. 
)fany pt'r:o-c)l1.. prt'N'nt would hI' 1I0t a little amazed, I :,u"'pe<'t, if tht'Y ('OuM 
1
.....:llOwn \\hat :-ort ofper,...onage wa
 a C'atholicarchhi
hopof(''lntC'rhllr
.. II('re 
thc.n i.. ont', who flollri...lwll in tIlt' tllirtt't'nth centlll"Y, wl...n that "ce was inv(',tf'(1 
with all the powl'r allli pomp that kin
s all(I pc.'opl(> cOliltl confci. "pon it. The 
namp of thi.. cccl
ia.-.timl potentatp is .John P('('t"ham. .\.
 ß Fr:UJ("i:o-('
111 friar he 
h
HI trav('))f'cI ovpr man)" parts of Ellrol'C' 011 foot. Hc w('nt from England to 
Padlla, to thp gellt'ral a"'Sf'mhly of hi:; ()fIh'r, amI rt'tllrnl"cl, without having OJ)('C 
a hOl"!'e or Cdrriage of:my dc.-.cription. It \\a.'i contmry to the wi
h ufhi... IIl'art, 
awl only tlilt of lanl)" obP<lience, whcll the milrc wa.; placed on his head; ami 

o littlt' have his manners ht'l'1l affi'CtÑ h\. his new diO'nit\. that yoU call often 
ee 
. 
",. 
him 
till di!'C'harging the lowt'!o't Om(..,., "ith !"implicity, ulHI t'\"en t'lIll'lop.d in 
1i
hting the wax- tapt>rs of his own c.llIlr('h. '''''II arp I'It'a..('(I, p('rhap
, \\ ith his 
!lIlmility, hilt YOIl will ß(1.1, that Imrning awl high intt.))t'C'tllal qllalitit...; nre :o-till 
111 on' ('
:o-pnti:II in f'1J('h a f'tatiou. ". ell, rC'.uler, )"011 fiml thl'llI al...o in this art.la- 
hi...hop, who i..; tlU' mll
t lea;-npt! man of I.ic;; :t
I'. ".11(111 at Hom(', tmd.ing the- 
ology in the !-':lcl'Pfl palaC'f', :-'llC'h W:1..; thp opinion of hi..; wi:o'dom, th:tt mcn p( the 
}.i
hest onler came to hear l.im ; awl whl'n Ill' 1)1::f'(1 to pa
s through the 
hool, 
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bi
ho
 anò cardinals nsed to rise np and uncover, and stand bare-headed hefore 
him: though when he continued to teach aftel' his election to the R'C of Cautcr- 
hnry, 110 one of the cardinals then useò to movc, becau:-e formerly they Daid, they 
f;howed that honor' to hi:i virtue, in which the)" felt thl'm
c1n
;"'Ò his inferior.-;, hut then 
it" ould :-õCt'1ll a:.; jf ther !)aiù it to hi:; <lignity, ill which they \\"('1'(' 
l1pcriur. Rut 
neit11t'l'Il'arning, 110r humilitJ, 'you coutinlle, can ('olllpeu:-õate for the 11eglel't of 
tIll' poor, amI 3n indifference to the inter
ts of tllP Iwople. Little do rou know 
tlw"'e men, if you imagine that :o'llch charge;"'Ò apply to them. This great theologian 
amI philo
ophel' i:, a lo\'er of the poor, Hllll oftpu theil' cum pan ion; he cloth.'s 
thrill, ft.t>d:; tlu,'m, waits upon them, amI wa",1.es tlleir fcpt. lIe ri:-õl's hungry anù 
thirsty from the epi
copal board, at whi(.h otllP)":.; have had a joyful f('ast. Iris 
palaces are open to the stranger and the dc:,titme, hut he loves only the hou..;e of 
God, and the place where his glory dwel1eth. In the age of feudal severity he 
wTites again
t Earl ""'arren, in behalf of the POOl'!)('op]e, whose corll i., trampled on 
hy the deer awl stag:,; from his woo<.1
, without thl,il' darillg to prp:.;erve it. Of all 
abu'" 's he is the zealous reformer. Severity of gm"ernment, immoderate exactions, 
multiplicity of forensic altercations, neglect of preachillg in the ('piscopal order, 
and immorality of manners, he denounces and oppo
e.:; with prudence and effica('y. * 
How few of the moderns are aware that this wa:"Ì the general t
"pe of the epi:,copal 
character in the middle ages, when the Lishop's throne wa" establishe<1 in ju
tice 
and hi
 seat in equit.r. 
The heroic spirit of the middle ages, which induced so often the chief to choose 
the part of an inferior, when it furnished all opportunity for showing great dc\"o- 
tion, appears in the conduct of the men who go\'erned the church, "Passing hy 
CafC3s..;onne," says a pilgrim clerk, "having demanded an audience of the hi
hop, 
I was told that he was gone to a village at a di:,tan('e, to vi:,it and console the in- 
habitant:::, who were attacked h\" the } \laO'ue." nut it 'Would he endless to multiply 
. b 
t1a.-:'è details. In conclusion, as \\e always close our !;urvey Ly a visit to the tombs, 
among which it is so often sweet to 8tm)", we ran read a few of the ancient epitaphs 
whieh de:-:crihe the pontiff..; of the middle age. On the :-:epulchre of St. ..\ndrC3
, 
l,åihop of FUU<.1ana, which is in the church of Cajetana, we find the:;e lines: 


.'Panòe tuas, pn.radise, fores, sedemque beatam : 
Andreæ mcritum suscipe P,!ntifids. 
Custos justitiæ, dl1ctrinæ, ct pads amator, 
Quem vocat ad suinmum vita ht'ata bonum. 
Plenus amore Dei nesci,'it vh'crc mundo, 
At famlllo Christi glorh Clu i!'-lus f'Tat. 
Quem meditata ticies et creditß semper inhæsit, 
Hæc te usque ad cæ]os et super astra tuUt. 
Nunquam de manihus sibi lc"{ divina recessit: 
Elogium Domini vixit in orc SilO. t 


· Wadding. Anna1. 'Iinorum, V. 
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Read I1PXt the ('pitaph of Ugolillu,,; :\WahralH..l Urht'\",ctanu8, au 4\lIgIl5tinian, 
amI bishop of Rimilli, who <liell in 1;
71 a mall of proft)lIIl1lerlidition. 


"Curior l'St veterum \ irtlh, Iloctrinnque, morel: 
(lIeu. uhf pri"cß tid,''''! lugt"lIlerc ilia sO]d.) 
Virluli fl'clæ \l'h'ri Lr! 'vcLuuu
 ,ulh'Lbit, 
LrbevC'tU!I, studh8, indoll', more, vetul.... 


P,yrrhlls .\Io):-ius ('a.:,t.clloIU3ta Jèll 3 \ irtim to the <1i
' "hich -"wept away 
thp pt..'()plc of his dioc-c..e in 1G.jG, .1Iul Oil hi
 tomh ill his (,3tl)('(lral \\e read, 


.. ''''ju", amoris upu", nu]]ul1\ ('"0.1, fJ.tuun poncrf' vitam 
Pro 
re
(', pro putrb" rt.)jginrlt', f\lle,' t 


.\,It.lanl, hi:-.hop of St. \
alha of the (;otll", h...fì,rl' the Jt'al' 1000, was buried 
ill tilt' ('atllt'tlral whidl lit' h:1(1 Imilt thert', Oil ",hi('h ",:1,::, this ills('riptioll : 


"Vituo pn' 'Dris huna 'lui 1.1heutis scnti4, 
6\d ('I1.Ji 8C Il\."11\ ('urrit, , COg-l' ped('rn. 
Tcmplum fund." i tumen hoc, I't "Ïr' dccornvi, 
('ur&viq\1l' J). II P c p]arrre men. "t 


6\ hi..hop of 
.lltzlmrg i!) tlll1
 <l('
('ril,.'(1 hy 4\1('uill, who compo:-:ed the inscrip- 
tion on hi
 tomh : 


"Judicium promat juc;tum tUB Jing-ua, sucerdos, 
1'L ("lJristf\ pi u'('at qlllf'quicl in orc 8onaL. 
Urc 8111ll'L ClJric;t i Jaucie'J, l.t Vl rn ]()(luntur. 
Et totum redolct pert IIi nmorc ]),'i."
 


But without wandering :-0 far, h.t ue; ()nl
" ('nt4'r tIll' cathedral"" of ""inchester 
al1(1 f'autcrhlll'), alul hdlohl thp i-oilent awl half-ruin('(l 
I'IHllehr('" of the pontif1
 
nUll ahhot
 of t Iw mi(ldlc. ng('
, aUll tla('n, iml('(.c1, he mu:-t he a goo(1 or:.!tor who :--h31I 
1)(> nhl(', hy any fluent (li...C'our"'è, to ('ount"r.lrt the impr ...;..;ion (If tlac
 mntc 
tonp.;, 
amI {'OIlvin('" u..; that thc:>c wt're not the 1llf'11 "hom the 1 01'(1 C'ro\\'ß('(1 at the 
gah'..; of Puradi..c and inyp,-wc.l with a 1Oto1(, of illll)('ri
hahl(\ glory. 

u('h, tlll'n, "a'" thc typ(' of tlae ('pi:-,('opal dlarad!'r..;o oftl'11 r{'(lul'(,c1 to prac- 
tiN.' hy grmt ami hmnhl!' C'lari:-ïtiall:-' (luring the m;es of faith. "That ha
 antiq- 
uity to prOllu('(' cnmparahlt' to :-u('11 ('laal'actpN? T (In not n..k what ha\"t! till' JI1OlI- 
crn di
rip1ilH's, hecau
c tll<'ir fairl,..t imagp
 partake of jn..tir,> only in proportion 
t,) the affinity ),('t\\'(,(,11 tlll'm al1ll thl' ('atlan1iC' .;t3lul:anl. a.. theil' oWII hi:,torian 
\\oul,l h':HI u...; to ('onrlI1l1p. "111l' hi:-hnp..," ..aith Burlld, "generally grew 
!taught). allll Ilt'gl{'(.tt',1 their fundiolls: '-mne ft.\\, that were 
tricter amI more 
)mrn{'(l, (lid lean gro..-.;ly to pupcry." 
\1)11:-1' and !oõ1..>:::lIulal must of n
!"ity ('oml', though infinih' jU
til'(' h:l"; declare'll 
tlaat ilH'x('usahlc arc tlao:-:e through whom tlat')" ('ome. ,Men talk of unm:l:,king 


. IlaIiß 
:tCr:t., toOl. I. 428. 1 Id. toOl. YIII. 2:

. f 1(1. YilT. 347. 
 )f:lhj)]oJ), Yd"6\nslecl. 
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prie
t:" :IS if any per.:;ons had been mor(' 100HI in cen:-ure of all ,'icf's in pri(,!'ts, than 
prie...t.s tilcll1sel \"e
, or t ha II t !Jo-p WllOlII p.I'ip:.:ts ha \'C (':llloniz('(}, as lI1a)' he wit- 
1I1.....('(} in tl1<' third hook of 
t. C'atlll'rine of Sienlla. The d('rgy hY:111 kind=-- of 
m"nUl11l'nH ('ho
e to perpetuate the IJlemory of "ins within their own order, tllat 
futm'p pa
tOl's might Iw \\"arll(,<1 never to for:-akp justice. "
hat mc.m tll('..:e fil1lr 
illlag....: (If c:llIons 
tal1diug again:,t t ,,"0 pillar..; outsiùe the chancel of the catlH'dral 
of E\"reux, on the "ide of the ceml'tery, thl"PC of which are hooded in the usual 
malllH'r, while till' fimrth :-:tands apart, 1>ar('-hca<le(l, and holding hi
 haml on hi
 
),r(':14, in !'-il!lI of penitl'l)('e? Tradition informs us that this man Ila\"inJ falI
'n 
into IH'l'e
y, h:uI1)('('n intpnlictc(1 hy the chapter, hut haying abjured his error, and 
l
ill
 r('-('4ah1i
lrc(1 ill all1ri
 honor:" it was ::till }"('quired hy the chaptpl" that 
tlw<.;C' :-tatuf'
 
h()uld rpllIain 'where the church wa-; rebuilt hy lIeury the fir:,t, king 
uf England, and OueIl, hi::hop of E\"rc.'llx.* II('ar how S1. 
\ugu
tin !-'peaks in 
hi:-- ('pi
tJ(' to F'dicia: .. I ('onjure yon, then, hc not trouhled to excp..:s hy these 
sc:llIda]:-: of whi('h yon an' a witne:-,=-" whieh han' been exprp
sly predictC'(l by our 
Lord, in or,lel" that when thl'yarri,'ed, we :-,honld remember that thf'Y Ilan' heen 
furetold, an<1 that 011r confidence :-.hould not be :-:hakl'n. Off('nce
 nru
t corne. 
"
hat arC' nH'n hilt h('!I

"'Ì who 
eek their own conveuif'nce, and not what hdongs 
to ,Te:-:u
 C'hri
t? 
\1II0IJg tl1o:-e who occupy the pa,.;toral ('hair:" if there are "OllIe 
whu 1-,.ek (lul
. the intf're
t
 of thf'ir flock;;:, there are aI..o other=-- who d(':-,il'e l)nly 
temporal honors and tilt> advantages of time. It IUU;O:;! needs he that till the con- 
:;;ummation of nge:-:, the
e two da:-::-:es of pastors Fhonl<l he perpetuate(1 even ill the 
bo..;om of the Catholie ('hureh. In faet, if in the apo::;tle's time there were Chri..:- 
tian.;: who d('!'el"\"ed the title of fal::.;e hrethrf'u, and who..:e fatal blindlle
s the apoc:tle 
hml tu d('plon:" if he 
npported them lIl'\'erthele
 with patience, instmd of cut- 
ting them off with N'\"erity, how mueh more probable is it that there f'houl<1 he 
c:imiJar men in the
C' (b
.:" Fiu('e 0111' L(ml said, in allusion to thf' latter tilll(''':, 
that iniquity wOllld ahound, :111<1 that tIle charity of the greatilit nnmher woul(l 
wax col(1 ? hut \\" hat follows 
h()uld cOllsole 11S, since he adds, (but he that :--hal1 
per..:c,'ere unto the e11(1 
hall he 
:lve(1.' There are good and wieke(ll11C'11 among 
the pa4or,.;, 3."'Ì tlll're arc go()(1 and wicked men among their flock
. X ow hC'ar 
what the Scriptllre 
:Iith of the
(' wicke(} pa..;tor
: '''flw)" are seate(} on thc chair 
of 
Io.."''':. Do what they Fay, hut take heed how you imitate their works. for 
they 
ay and do not.' 
,. In confonuit). \\ ith thi..; advice, th
 fòheep of Je
t1s Christ hear hi" \"oice en'u 
hy the month of <,,"il p3
tOl':', 31)(1 do 110t abandon unity, hecau:,e the good whieh 
they hear them nttf->r is not of their OWII hilt of God. .nehold, then, how tJre:je 
bameslu'('p ma.\' f'till feed in 
afety, 1)('('au
e en'lI nnder had p3stor
, the
. ean nour- 
ish them..;eh'('., with the pa..;t11l'(,:-ì (If.Jp:'lI
 C'hri..:t. S1. Paul: though he in\"ites the 
faithful to hecome hi5 imitator::.;, 
.('t H""e1"el
' hlam
s those who wi
h to a,'ail t1H'm- 
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:-:eln'::, of thc name (Ifapo tl('..., ill order to introouce ùi,'i:--Î01H into the dmr('h, and 
,,1.0 :-a.'", I am a (li:--eiplc of Paul. J.; it l.>aul, then, who ha., 1.('('11 c-l"Ucified for yon? 
Is it in tll(' nam(' of Paul that )'ou ha'"I'I)t.'('n hapti71'd? Fro.1I thi::J we ]l'am tilat 
gO()(! pa:-tor:- arc tho'c \\ ho .Iu not H.(,k thl'llhl,ln'... hut ,Tp:-II' (,hri
t j amI al..o tlmt 
thc 
t)()(l :-Iu
'p, \\ hill' tlu.)" apply tlU'l1l:-dn'i to imitat(' tll(' ,.irhll''' of their pa..;ton:, 
do not placc t1U'ir hop(.... in tlU':o-l' ..allll' pastor:-, who... . mini..;try iJoo('onfilH'(1 to th(' ta:,k 
of rl'uuitillg tlwJI) all in Ollt' f1oek, IUlt in .Tt'''It-: Chri..t, by who-.e hIG."1 t}H'.'" have 
lx't..n l"(...ll't'(ll('(l. 
 that if, hy ('h:\I)('t" t1I('Y 1I1l't't with h:d pa..te))', who preach the 
(loetrillC:t of Clu'i..t, :11)(1 who ( their 0\\ n work.. , the". t1U'n l ))"adi..' what tJl('\ :-a\" 
. . wi , 
and do 1I0t "h:lt thl'Y ,10, :mel tlU'
" (10 110t 
trsakc th . pa.,tm.('i (,f truth l'
'au:--(' of 
tlR-:o.è ('hildn'n of (.orrIlPtioll. For be, it r"I
t('(1 OIIl"C n1Of(', in the ( 'atholic Chllreh, 
whi('h is 1I0t ('onfilU'(l tu a ('orn('I' of .\fl'il':l Iii".. tllat of the DOll.lti:-t" hilt ",hi(.1t ii 
t-prl'ael throughout tIlt' uni,'cr,,"', :uul whit.h im'n.'a,l':'t aIUIIM'ar:-; fruit :ll.t.ordillg to 
thc promi..' (,tfour I)i\"ine )Ia:-h'r, tlH'rl' :lrc good alltl hu1. .\i for tho:-.' who are 

1'paratl'(l, :I"; lon
 as th(.)" arc in opl'()
ition to Ill'r, tht.)" ('aImot Lt, goOtJ. III \":lin 
will the works of :-on1l' :lpp('.lr to ),..a.. t('
ti(llony tot th{'i.. ,.irtue: t1l1'Y :1re h:ltl at 
loa...t 011 :I('('OUllt of tlll'i." :-pparatioll, 
ilH't' tIll' Loftl ha..; 
aitl, he \\ 110 i., 1I0t "ith 
IIH' i
 :lJ:ain..t nH'." 
The 1II0ti,.c of kin
'" :nul prill<'t,:"O ill ('()lIft'rI"ing- 11I1kt'I)()m
 :II1l1 baroni('-; upon 
hi:-llOp
, W:lS partly in Imler to t'nhall('(' tlH'ir (li
llity ill thc e)'I'''' of tlip harbarian..; 
,,1.0 \\('re hut 11t'\\ Iy, :Iud oft('11 :It fi....t hilt partially ('on\,('rt..l to tIll' f:lith. TIllis 
\\c n.:ul of (':lllutt., "uh
t'r\'ill
 how little \"I'nl'ratiull a ru.h' p,'oph. WOlllel han' for 
hi:-llnp
, I('
t tIll' po:-...e...,ion of :-tll'h :l title :-,llOulel I,.. I.,ft Ulnong pri\":lte 1l1{'1I, he 
illlparh...1 to them, h). dl'Cl"l't., a :,har' ill thc (.i\'iJ judicial po\\cr, 311<1 made them 
dukC::) 3.lul nobh-...."* 
By the ancÏl'lIt t.mperors of G('rmauy it wa..; a pr(';.;('ription that, on all soh'mn 
f('a:-ts of )layenl't.', the ar('h hi
hop of that :--e'e !-hould 1 ' ... 'atl'11 on thl' ('II1}X'ror's 
right hall.I, and thl' ahbot of }'uhla on hi.; left.t It i:i truc that huch honor could 
intrill
i<":lll)" confèr but little npoll th
 to \\ hOlll the Lort! made a ('O\"('II:1nt of 
peal."e, who Ly IIim Wl'rc matI(' prim't":', that th(' tJignity of pri('
th()o,1 !o'honld be to 
thelll for e\"er. X('\"('rtll<'](,;.;:O; this policy W:I"; w{'ll intelldecl, :ulll, IIlHler general 
circu(ll
tall('l':-, ('al('uJat(.,1 to pre)(lu('t, eX('t.lIl'lIt fruib of justiC<.'. IncideutaIl)", how- 
en'.., it I('d to great al)ll:,('. 1 t wai well that the higllt'st nubles shunM ('ClnIe for- 
ward to honor the entr)" of the dlief p..l....tOl. of their diOC\..;:,. ; hut wlll'1I ill ('Otllpl'Il:'3- 
tion for "'lIdl homa
e, tlH'Y ('ouleIlikc the pl'Oprietorsofthe land..; 
lHl dl'}>l'lHleneies 
lIf De Thlli...y, !o'l.ne...chals of RIl('im..;, ('Iaim :L right to re.,ide in the cpi!'copal paJa('(' 
(lurillg the re
idcllcc ofthc Li..hop, amI ht'l'P with (hem three hor
 ", three (log
, and 
tln.c(' hawk
, an.I all at thc expcll
e of the ar('hbi
l)()p, the evil bore no proportiun to 
the ath.antage ari
illg from a nobleman holding a bridJe tIllrin
 a proc{':" -ion, ur 

er\'illg tlH' fir
t di
h at a hanqul't. But this w;s not all ; for to the po:::s
ion of 


· Daron. An 11181, 11.37. 


t ebron. 81svor. Lib. Ill. cap. 9. 
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fenlbl domains mn.;:t be traced those warlike mea
urcs which certain bi:o-hop
 felt 
them:;eh-cs under the nccbsity of a(Iopting in conformity with what was requir- 
ed by the feuùal Jaw. Thp pious abbot I<:rmol<Io XigelIo, forced to take arms in 

pit{'of his habit, boa
t
, inùeeù, of not having woulldcl] anyone, aud carried a proof 
of it upon his shield. 


"Hoc egomet scutum humeris ensemque revinctum 
Ges
i, sed Demo me fcdente ell/let. 
Peppin hæc a"piciens risit, miratus-"* 


GozIin, bi
hop ofral'is, during the siege by the Normans, ill the year 885, from 
his r
JI)k and hirth. had the g,.mte,..;t authority in the city. Five years before 
Louis the Thir(l had conf-hled to him the care of the kingdom. lIe is ôt
'lcd by 
.\hl)(Hl, the monk of t't. Uel"ruain, in his poem on the Siege of Paris, "Præ
ul 
I>omini et dulci

il11t1!-' hero
."t Yet his warlike office seems to ha'"e been 
chirfly exerci
ed ill rai
il1g fi)rtification
, sending for a
:o:i
tancc, conducting treatie... 
and organizing the material means for defending his country. In other re..:pect:-:, 
hl' i..: 
ai(I by .\hbon, to have I)QUI'i
hed hi:; flock as a benign pa..:tOl..t 
The modern:::, however, have not the lI1('rit of having heen the first to discover 
tllat :-ueh i ntprm i xture of con t rad idory clIa raeters was scandalous and ahusi ,'e. "0 
new alld detestablt' perver
ity, to prefer warfare to the clel'ical office, the forum to 
the church, human to divine thing
, em"tbly to heaveul)' !" This i5 what St. Hl'r- 
nard exclailll
. un hearing that Btephen GarJalld(', arelHIeaeon of Pari:;, had the 
office of l::ene.;:cI.al in the court of Louis the Sixth, killg of Francp. Thl' 3s...ump- 
tion of arl11s hy the clergy, was always con..:itlered irregular and incon:o:i
tl'lIt. 
\\ïIlialll of J IImiège speaks of a certain Haoul, surllamed the Clerk, on account. of 
his 
tlldy of letter
, amI al
() caBet! "male-couronnc," bf'cau
e, 3ppl
'ing alsu to 
chivalrous exerci:;e
, he did not weII maintain the clerical gravity.
 
The Iri!"h :,ynod, tn the eighth century, d<.'Crcl'll that if an.\" prie:,t !-'hould be 
1ain 
in wal' or in a popular tumult, 110 oblations or prayer
 were to bl' offere(I np for 
him, though his body mi
ht he huried.1I I mked, all the ancient councils ,wre 
mo
t strict in forbiddin
 the d(-,I'
y to join in any military expeJition, or be acce:o)- 
sory to the !'heddillg of either pagan 01' Chri
tian blood. 
Charlemagne, attending' to the rl'monstrallcP:-; of the IIoly t5ee, and to till' pray. 
ers of thl' hi...hop:-;, put)li
hed this decree: "At dIP pntrl'aty of tll(' :lpo
tolic :o:eat, 
and with HIP 3(h.i('e of all our bithful,- alld (':-pl.cially of the bi
hop:" amI other 
priests, we COITPl'ting- ollr:"f'I\"Ps. :lmi gi,'ing an e
3mple to our po
terity, e
pr('
:5 
our will that no prie:--t !-'hall ("'l'r go ag:,in:--t the enemy, un1e:-s two or three hi:--h- 
()P
 ch
('n hy tllp other:o:, fur tll(' purpo..;e of gi\'ing' benediction, and of preal'hing 
and of reconciling- the peoplf', and with thpm cho
en prie
ts, who may rcccÍ\.c 


· Dp rell. g(:'
t. LIIÒI/V, PH. 10m. n H,-r. Ita1. Script. 
t Ahbonis Dt: LuredlL P:lli,Îorum n Xormalllliii ohsl'
":1. J.ih. I. 23. f 1<1. 

 Rist. Lih. VII. c. 10. I Lib, XXXiX. Cii!'. 14; aputI"D:lcher. :'piciJe!!. tom. IX 
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thl'm to the :-a<.'rallll'lIt of IJl'nauCl', alld eelt'hratc maiS, and take care of the t'ic-k, 
:ultl admini:-ter to tltl'm the ullction of hol}' oil with dh'illt, prayer:-;, and above all 
pro\"i(].' dlat Uo Olll' lIIay (It'part. from till' \\orhl witltout \"iati('um. .'* 
'1'111' hi:-hop of Bt.au\"ai:-, 011 I)('illg tal':t'll pri'OIll'r It
. l
il'hanl r., wrote to the 
po 1)('. implol'iJllT him to inten:4,(It' (01' Iii.. tll'li\'('r:ult.p. with tl... I..illg' of EIIg'lalltJ. 
The pope's an:swer W.iS o.C) follows, " Celestill, Iti
h()p, 
er\'ant of dlt, 
t'r\"allt of(;od, 
tt) his tlt':1r brotl...r, Philip, I,i:-Iwp of Bt'au\"ai
, ht'w'llit,tioll ; \ 011 illform 111(' that 
a t'alamity ha., h.,/:,I1('1I YOII; I :uu 1I0t a'tolli:-ht'll at it. Y UII dlO,t, to If'an' the 
pacific gO\ t'ruml'lI( of tlU' Hoel.. fin.tll(' tidtl of hattlt" the mitre for the helmet, the 
. 
I'a'toral ,tan' ti,r tilt' I.Ult"t', tlte ('ha'II1.lc for the cuim,.., the ..ill
 (or the :,wortJ; 
)"011 have :o>oll<<:;ht-\\t.lI, allli YOIl ha\"(' (Illultl i )'ou have :-truck-yull art', in your 
tUnt, 
trit'k"II. 
"\"l'rdll'll":-, I 
hall \\ rite' to Ui(,h:ml to 3-;1" :fin' )'om'th'li\'.'r:uu'l'." 
The well.kno\\ II an:-\\('r of th.' k ill
 IIIU:-t ha v(' ht'en therefon' 
ug
e:-tt:t.l hy \\ hat 
had h('(.n pre\'iou..I
' prollotUlt't'l1 by the "N'lt,:-ia
tical authorit
" ,)f which mooern 
hi:-;torialls takc(':u'l' that tlwir rl':lllef':-; ..halll..llow 1I0thing. It :,houlel be oh.:crvoo 
that ill 
l.Ilt'ral, Ululf'r th(
l' w:u.lik(, alltl politiml hi
llIIp:";, t-Ollll' of whom Wt're not 
{'ven p..i4'
t::-, the t'h1ln'llC'
 Wl'r' not :.Ilo\\cd to "'lItl
'I', )X'ilw governed in thcir ab- 

 'lI('l' hy coadjutor:-, "Iw took pl.'r:-onal carl.' of till' flu('k it alltl after all, it i., cUI.iou;; 
to oh"'(,f\'(', that ('\'('11 tl)('..... alm
,.s wor1.:N1 to tlH' ;(1)(1 of th(' t'1.1lrch,:to; wlIcn th(')' 

a\'c ri
(> to tilt' ft,uwlatiol) of Ollt' of hl'r mo..t iIlu,triou.. ordl'r..., fill" it \\as tllf
 
horror which wa
 ill..pirt'Cl h)' )1:tIJ:L...
,..., tlw proud :lIul impio'h potl'utat(', ,,110 l-ai.1, 
"it ,,(mid he Wl'I1 to Lt.' archbi..llOp of ItIU'im..., ifit "ere not J)t.'('C"ary to :-îll
 ma.'
:' 
that induCl't) Brullo, in ordt.r to a\'oiJ the 
p('('tadc of hi... v:lIIity, in company with 

(lm(' ot 111'1" 1I0hl(' el('rk:-, to \\ itlul raw from that ci t y, awl h('comp thl' fOUllller of t he 
C'artlm:-iau f
ul1i I
..t X l'\'ert hell''';''', t.\"t'n ill Italy, ill th ' teuth ('('ut ur)', wlJ('u (", iI:- 
:-('l'U1l'll a hno..t to ha \'(
 attai lit'll the d i l1Ia:x, :oanct it)' W
 not ('onfilled to the apo"tolic 
l"hai I', for therl' was then :-,c\'('ral mo..t hol)' prelates, bUt'h :1." Theodoric and (:ri 1110 
ale I, arc11 hi:-llOp:,,; of Pi:.:a, \ tIa) hert TIt'rgomatpn:.:i:-, a mall of great :-anl"tity, wi,(loll1, 
alltl courage, who tlefelltle(1 his t'ity a
aill..t tilt' barbarian.., awl fl'stol"('(1 it from 
ruills, 'xotharill", bi
hop of'
 crOlla, f;{'hehartl, arehhi:-hop (If I:avl'una, O('gidiu:.:, 
bishop of TII..t'lI1l1l11, Pet('r awl Gauzlill, hi
hop
 of PatIua, :mJ man)' orlu'I':" who 
w('rc tl'lI4' (':xamplt.':i of the apo
tolic life in e\.illlay,.:. Xo (loliLt 
ollle thill;:"; w('re 
formerly toll'rat('(), whid. \\ oll)eluow lx' tlt'('m('(l ill..ufli.'rahJt,; hut e\'(ln in th():,e 
('a:-,l'::) we mu,t he tölow to J .,ul(FP. c'I am not irFnorant , " 
av
 Thoma. o;:intl
, "with 
00- 
what hurror anti gripf, piolls men, au(1 10\'('1''' of ('('('l(.
ia..tiC'al tli:-(.ipliue, HOW I'e- 
Kanl :o'ueh ('II:o-tOI)t:-; ; :!lItl their grief is to l,c npplauùetl: but neitlll'r !-honltl we 
('omierull the 1H1l1l1u'r of holy n1t'n who practi,f'(] or tolt'ratl'll it. One and the 
!'ame wi
<1l1m :uul t'harity on]l'r 11.. now to I".joice in tlU'ir abolition, alltl fi)rhi.l us 
to condemn thc'c men. It will he no 
mall fruit if we t.h...ive from the \\ ill/:e ll'- 


· An. 800. Con. Gall. tom. II. 2:t'). cap. Lib. VII. c. 91. lU.3. 
f .\nqu"lil ni
t. (h. nh
im", Lib. L c. 9. IV. 2:r; 
f Gui"erti de .xovigcDt. tit: ,'itl propria, Lib. I. c. 11. 
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vÎP\\" of tlll':-p :Ig('s that rnolIl'ratiol1 of miud, that :Hnplittule of g('niu.., that ('qual,il- 
ity, whi{'h piou..:]y and religiou..]y cmhl'ace,.; amI re\'erc.", the :mcieu' tli,.;ciplilH' of 
th(' church, not always :,imiJ:u. to it...eJf, hut always fashioned hy thc same wis- 
doIU 31\\1 ('h:\l"it
..* 
To l':\.:lIl1ine diP [o:a('enlotal charadt'r in tlH' remainin
 uwmh('rs of the ('lergy, 
tIming the ages of faith, will be a task of 110 diffieu]ty. The test i mOll)" of an lli..:- 
torian who h:1
 :-;tudied in th(' original 
oure('", the hi,.;tory of the middle ageq, 
1I1n
t corre;,polHl with that de1in
red hy 1\Iolltipl, when he 
aYR, att.c
ting the I"(';;;lIlts 
of hi,.; own nhs(,r\"atiolls, tel h:we Jiyed with that goo(l, that ex{'(']l('nt race of lIIen, 
t!1l' French rector:,; I ha\'c known them perfectly, both ('x:ternall)" amI inh'rnally, 
:lIId I bdie\"e in my cons;;cience that if it had cxi,.;t('(l in the timc of XO.Jh, the Im- 
JIlan race wouM ha\"e beell 8:1.\"e<1, had thcre lX'('u 11ec(',.;,.;ary for its ah
olutioll, not 
JIlcrely ten, hut ten thousand jn,.;t. "t "1 h:,n
 l-:nowl1 many of the vItI Freucl. 
e]el'!!Y;' :,ayo:; another lli
tingui
ll('d writcr, "and it i:-; the remembrance of m
' life 
\\ hi('h i", the nWit flattering to li1y
elf, and the most a 6 rcpahle.,.t 
.\<ltli=,on\ i<.1ea of the III inister:ò: of the 6\.nglican di!'ci plinc in its cla..:
ic :1
(" i:ò: that 
(If" onc of the thrcc great profe,..
ion
 grl'atly o,'crbur<!cned with pmctitiolJer:-:, ali<I 
lilll,(I \\ ith lIIu1titude:-; of ingenious gt'ntlcmen that [o:tarve one alJother; ..
 in 
\\ hi('h j\l(l
m('nt he \\":1:-: not 
ingular, fur Burton compJain
, that in con:-equence 
(lCthe 
lYanee of the by patron
, "poor univer
ity n1Pn likc him
eJf, ha\'ing at 
]a..t oLtain('(1 :1 !'lUall henefice, are 
onn made wcar
" of it, if not of their liv('
, !-'o 
that many became m:1l
ter:ö:, grazier=" chapmen, :1nd daily conyer:-:e \\ ith a com- 
pany of idiot,.; amI down..: ;" /I a cruel altcrnative certainly for ingcniou.o: men of 
rdined breeding, Of their gl'niu..: and erudition there ha\'e bccn It.ft il1<Iped ahun- 
dant monument..;; still thi,.; t('
timon)" of friend
 and di
('iples i
 not such a
 ,,"ouM 
be rcnt1crcd to men who fullowed the 
tam1ard propos\.'ù to tbe Catholic clergy in 
the cllapter which the church r('ad:-; at the ve,..pers of a confe
,.;or, "Beatn..; ,"ir, qui 
im'entu,,,: e
t :-:ine mqeula, l't qui po:-:t aurum non abiit, nec 
peravit in pecunia et 
t1w,.;auri..::' The church immediatdy demands, "Qui:-: c:-,t hie, ct Jambhimus 
cum 
 Feeit ('nim mirabilia in \"Ïta sua." Y l't she knew well that the voice 01 
tht' ]I 'opl(' in IUn4 towns and \'illage;;; tluril'g the ages uf f:\ith, ,,"ouM have an- 
ðwprul without ht>:-:itation that it wa..; their own pa
tor who placet} his hope not 
in unecrtaiu ri{'he,.;, but in the prayer:-; of thl' poor, of whom th('y might have 
aid, 
in the word:; (If St. TIernanI, "non c\"ang-el izat, ut (,(lIlH.dat ; sed conH'dit, un evan- 
gelizet." H.eader, it is guidc."i belongi,ng to the Catholic camp, who, while mor- 
kll, Legan to exhibit the glor
' of that 
ecOlH.I 
tole, and not tIlt' ingeniou<.; gentle. 
men dl'
cribl'(I hy 
\(ldi,,;oll. that yon arC' ahout to hehollI, thcl"etol"e 


-.. Duwl1, ùown; benù }IIW 
Thy krll c... ; hdlO]d God's al1
d ; foM thy han(]s : 
Xow 
ha1t thou 8t'c true milliFh'rs indcC'd.". 


.. De Yet. ct Kov:l Discip1iu3., pais III. Lib. I. cap. 4;:;, t IIi,t. ùcs Françuis tom. III. p. 377. 
: Hubidilln, 11\1 )1:'C':lni,.mp tle h 
ociét(' :1.;
. 
 S;w('. 21. i 1. 3 · Dante }-)urf!". II, 
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Goo was angry with th. 
h('p}H'nl... of I 
rad, \\ 1.0 fi.<1 tlll'rn..;eh"....;, ami 
who fed not tlae flo<.'k. """hat wa.., weak )"C dill Hot 
tn'ngthcll, mul "hat \\a'i 
biel
 JC did nut IlI'al j \\ hat wa., hrok..n yp dill not hind up, Wla.lt' 
wa
 fallen )"c (li,l lIot rai
,', aUil wilat W:h lo...t ye (li,1 not . eek: hut \\ ith 
austerity JC di,1 govern thcm, amI with pow('r: :\11(1 my ...IIl't.p arc (li
pers- 
cd hernu
e there wa.. no p:t..tor, ami they ar' lIl:uh' till' In'''y of all the ht'.l..t::i of 
the fiel,l, alHl tlU'y art> fwattel"l"l. )fy floek
 walHl('I"('llo"f'r all 1Il0untain:-" 3ud 
UpOIl every high hill, ulHl O\"f'r 
11f'"holf> fa(."c of the ('arth tIH'
" arpeli:--l)('r
e.J,alld 
thcre W.l'i no 011' to H....k after thelll. ". That tlU' C'atholi(. d,'rg
" r(:alizetl the 
d...:-aiption of the' g'oe)(1 
lll'pltl"r,l, n...; ('omrnl'llloralt'll in the Go
pd, is a fa('t of 
hi...tury 1,01"111' out hy tl.., eontinuc.(l ub"",'\"atiou ofmankilul, which the bupportt'r
 
(If the modcrll c1i..e'iplille 'H're ('oll..traine...l rf'pp.ltf'elly to 
Hllllit, as when the .\11- 
glican Dean of \\ïl1l'h .:;ter, in hi:-. :",('rlllonl)(.fc,,'e a eonv()('atioll, in the year 17-12, 
bai(l, ,,
) that if \\e 
er' to (,()II
i(ler them, not \\ ith l"l'g:ml to what tlll'Y Ldil've, 
out to the elili
('IH'C \\ itl. ,\ hieh tl.<,.," look elfter tlll'ir fl( 'k.., we :--hould think that 
th..)" wpre thl' rt.fi)rllled at pJ"C'sl'nt, 
lIld that our refOl"mation was ..till to COl11l'." 
,rhat \\ l'r' the i(l
do.; J"t':--peding the :'.:l('Cr,lotal (.llametl'r whiel. prenÚlpd in the 
mitldlc agt's? Rt. Amlm "hael ..aid, Hthe elut)" of a pril'4 i
 to injure no onc, 
:In(1 to wi..h to reruler gocKI 
cr\.i('C to all lllt'n j" ,11)(1 St. Bona\"entura "III11S lip 
dw function in the
c '\lmls, " It i..; of tilC 
c('rd()tal offiec that all who arC' ele- 
pri,.(...1 of 1m man ,l
",i:--tane'C in thi
 "oriel may 1)(' ahle., hy it:, tuition, to filHl a 
renlt'd)"." Sow that this wa,.; a :'lIpt'rnatul":ll l'Ilara('tpr, l'\"en the philo:--()ph
' (If 
thc GC'ntilp..; might 1('a(1 IIi to conclue!t.. StK'l"ate:, a.....III.celly woulel tc'ach 11:0. to re- 

ar(1 tlw Catholic ('Ierg)" a., di\"ine nll'u ; for he :--a
":-, h it eloc..; not "l'l'm to me tl) 
he human to (li
rl'ganl 311 the :dTair:-. of oß("
 
t'lf, and to ne
l('('t fclr :--0 lUany 
yt>ars onl'\ elllml'
tie' intert"t..., 3I1l1 to hI' alwa
'
 ()('('upil'(l ahnut tIll' int('rp:--t,. of 
(ltlH'r nJf'n, iÔ;(f Ù,:l;ðTCi) 1'lPOðIÓJ Tff ea'); TrEP TrlXTFP{'( 
 
ôE1cp; v TfJEðßl
TEP()Y, 
I I 
7CE,HuVTlf i'TI)IE1EìðHlfl à P ET1Î;.t 
Iight not (1)1' ,,;uppO"'1' that I... \\"a
 'lwaking 
of the men ('oll1l11C'lI1or.ltf'll h," tIll' (.hureh \\ 110 lh''' I )i:-l...1 tllp lift> of the \\"orlll, all,1 
. , 
('allw to t he ('t.le
tiall
 i n
(loll1'i"! The filC't i:-., t h3t in:l pric..t of tlaC' holy Ca t holic :lIIlI 
Human ('hllr('h (,\"NY thiug wa..; eli\"im -hi,.; ('ommi
...iol), his authority. the origin 
of his ordination, till' tlutie
 whi(.1t it impo '(I. the fitll'lity with whieh III' fliltHied 
them j \\ ith him wa.. a,..t}(,.iatL'll no itlpa of a h"ginning frolll helow, of a politi('.:11 
ori(Y'in , whieh rt'mll'reel it :Ilh"isahle to in,"ok.' 
\I)CY'rrona , the !!()(l(ll:--'i of :-ilrl)('l', 

 0 , 
3.8 in till' 01(1 (]a,.s of Hllmt' \\ Iit'n tllP tr1lp lIallll' of that ('it," wao.; lIe\"el' (Ii:,clo="f'c.l 
"' " 
to thc I)('oplt>: there \\as no hrt.'ak amI int('rrllption in (he tillt.'..; of hi:; authority, 
in con
'lluencc of the adoption 3t onc period of a ritf', whi('h })C'ing oppo:--N.] to 
tnc in..;titlltion of Christ, and the apo:,tolic tradition
, and l)bi(lps cmbl'acing lI1:1n- 
ifp<;;t hprt'sip
, wao.; nee('ssarily il1\'aliel.t 
t. \mhroc:e ...1\.
. that "Pytha
ora
 in 
forbidding his (lisciples to live in a pHpUlal' lIIanllel", hall derived the idea from 


· EZt'h. X'I['(Îv. 


t Plato .\pol().!. 31. 


; .J.,an. Devoti Inqt. Cau. Lij1. II. lit. 2. 
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the Iloly Scripture
, which spe3k of t3killg off the :;hoe
, of f-haking otl' th,. du:;t 
of a ('ollllllull W3Y, of lea\'iug the people anù a::;cending the mountains. you...., 
then," he 3(1(1:", "the :"eparation-nothillg' plebeian 
hould be fì)unù ill priest
, 
lIothing \"tll
al', lIùthing COllllllon with the :-twly, custom, and manner of the un- 
tli:'l'iplined multitude. The 5acer(10tal tlignity requires for ibdf sober gr.lvity, 
:-erious life, alHl singular weight, :-;t'parate from the crowtI."* 1 I ugo of St. Yiclor 
:-ho\\"5 that this is 
ymbolically implied in the cccle5iastical ritual; "For," saith he, 
.. bishop
 3re conse('r3t('(1 011 
UlH1nyS, beeau::;e it was on the Suuday that the apo::;- 
ties recci\"(
d the IIoly Gho..;t, awl al
o a:" being thelIay of our Lord':-; rp..;urreetion, 
that they may be a<lmonished to walk in ncwne
:i of life; hut pric
ts awl other 
lIIinisters of the church are ordained on Saturday
, the sabbath day, that they 
lIIay learn to rest for ever from all 
ervile work, aJul to (]p\'ote thelll"'ch-es to the 
::,cn'ice of God."t By the council of Xarbonne, in 5
9, elerks were forhiòd('n 
to loiter on the publ ic pIael's, 01' to take p
lI't in the eonver:-;ations heM there. 
.. The life of a prie::;t," says cardinal Bona, "who would worthily 
ay ma:-
, is 
di\"ine and superhuman, antI opposite to the mundane, carn31 life. II
 who 
li\"es tlm..;, withdraws from creature:::, and adheres to Goo alone. God alone i:" in 
hi., intelligem'(', alone in his will, alone in his conver
ation, alone in his work:-:."t 
The =-,3('er<1otal character was h i:-:torical 3S well as hol)', and in both re:-:pects, no 
doubt, mnch of its excellence was owing to the ecclcsia4ical obligation imposed 
upon prit:=-,ts to recite the canonical office. It was to be wished, indeed, as )Iabillou 
said, "that the will of the ministers of ('hri
t might :,pontaneou
ly he directed to 
fulfil the officc
 of piety without requiring the stimnlu-; of law ; hut such is the de- 
pra\'ation of cu
toms, amI such the vanity of opinion
, that the inten"ention of 
law;; is n('ce:,,
ary to recall good Illanncr
, lest the)' !'hould ever perish, and to retain 
piety, le:;t the forgetfulne
 of God 
houlll at length posse
5 all minds oppn'''
l'ti 
with the Olultitude of secular cares."
 That the le:-::,on8 of the 
('c(J1J(1 noeturn:, 
of the Roman hre\"iary might be subjected to cdticism wa
 a fact well known. 
Pope Benedict XIY. !'ay
, that although the hi..toric fact
 as there related are of 
gn'at authority, yet difficulties raised from them with modesty, and on solid foun- 
dations, ma\" ahv3\'s be submitted to the J .udO'ment of the a l )osto1ic :-:ee, for all 
" . 0 
things in
crted in the martyrology are not of unquestionable truth, a:i is dear from 
repl.ated eorrection!'.11 
Granting e\"en that !'ome of the cir(,ulllstances related in thesp fragments might 
Ix> mther mythical than historical, 
till they 
howe(l what was the ancient opinions 
of the faet, and the moral I(':-:;o;on which they iuculcated was :'<1lutary, often 
lIhlimc, 
and if r('a...:on alone here is to he heard, :-urely the opinions of the miuute philp,o- 
phe...., of om' (lay, who carp at 
tH'h pa

a
t':' can hardly be preferJ"('(I to thp judgment 
ofthc ancient Pythagoreans, who u:-:ed to a:,:,ent to all relations respecting GO\.I, amI 


* Epist. Lib. I. 6. t II IIg'O 81. Victcr Dc EccJcsiasticis Officiis, Lib. T. ("Ip. 44. 
t Dc :\ti,,
a Tractat. _\,.:cct. cap. 1 I. :? 
 )[abillonii Di:,quisit. de cur:,u lÌ:1IIÎcauu, ð. 
I De c:1noniz:1t. 
...nctorum. Lib. IY. cap. 17. 



-Hi4 


:\1 0 H E:oj C. \ T 11 U LIe I; U H, 


tu m3kl' rucIJtion of "'ncb %L'::I b "èllll.J fabuloll" i to u.....c the word 
 of their hjstorÏ3n
 
, 
w; ov6t II' å"TIC1T'OtWT'E) Õ T'l à, Ei; T'(
 8Ûoy åvc.:y"nu. * Thc Ln.'- 
viary, ill a ph ilo:-.ophic awl eVPIl literary point of vil'w, perhap'" tIlt' hard,:-t of all 
houl".., \\
b nut IIlt.rely the manual (If "aint
, the Vl'I'Y StJUI awl (......(.nec of 
the IIoly S'ripturC:); it containL.J all iJle
timable tre.lSl1I'
 {Ol' the hi
ttJrian, 
fur thc poet, for tLl- philo"')phcr; it wa... the hi..tory of flU n, and the histor
. of 
Prm.i(lt-llc hringillg dm\ n to ('ad I 
lH'('C.....ive age the "undrulls thel11c of 
dt.'ruiry lK'gllll fllr II.. in Gf'll ....j,... 'Yhat ('()IJ...olatiou lx....i.ll...; lJIu...t iUUlunera},],' 
pril"'b, at \":lriou:, timl' havc tleri\"(
d, Jikc C'artliual Pacca, when carrilad a\\ay 
('aptivc from Rome, by marl,.ing. tlu\ P.i:"\.'<3;t'S 
lppli(,:lhlc to tlll'ir I)('r
nal COD- 
ditiun, which ()(
'urfl'fl ill the ot1i("C of (':ll'h day.t If JllI'n ('an hp known hy 
Id)()\\ ing tilt' hooks th('
' rt'ad, tlw dl'r1!Y oll).!ht to h:1\.(\ Lt.'('n \"l'nemble in the 
('
.l' of the jl1..t, ...old
" on the grotllul of tllt'il' (huly recitation of the hreviar)". 
The :admirabl ' exct'iI('IJ("(' of thi.. di:-e'iplille ha..; oftpu nplwarctl to 111(' in a Fitriking 
manner, while travelling throug-h Fmll('('," 11('11 hdiJn' nrri\'ing :it !--OI!W vill:lge 
dmrl'h or 1001l'Iy ('hapf'l, nlll' 
 "( -4 .1 prit';;.t in tl)(' di...t
ult.(., walking -tolitary in the 
fil.I(I..; :it 
\"('II-ti(l(:a, in the miJ",t of an impi()ll
 and ddmh'tl geJ)PI'ation, nwditating 
in hi:-õ hreviary the law of no(l, \\ hieh converteth th
 heart; eh:mting to him"-Plf 
:hc Jug., of 111l'rcy :11)(1 judgment. which N'COunt the mr-teries of the ever- 
b..ting no
p(.1 ! 
Lt't ll.. nm\ prÜ<'I'l'fl to inqUIre \\ hat frnit
 of jn..tire "ere a..;!'()ciatc'(l in the 
a
t' of faith" ith till' di...trilmtion and emplo
.n1l'nt of till' ("t'('le
ia..ti(,31 revenur.s. 
In what li
ht pluraliry of bcl1t'ti . "a
 re
rardl'tl Ly tIlt' el('rgy of the thirtC(lnth 
( 'ntury 111:1)' L. le.tnlt'd. from the 
olemn (li..;pt1t
ui()11 whi(.h took place Ldilre 
\\9i1liam of Pari:-õ, in tilt' year 1 
3
. (;uianl, Bi..llOp of ('amhrai, d('Clarl'tl, that 
fc,r all tilt' g-ol(l of .Arahia, he \\"oul(1 not rt'tain two I)('nefil,(;,' a ...inglc night. 
\\ïlliam uf Paris had 
ulm()ni...h("(l Philip, challN.llor of the unin
r:-,ity, (,n hi:i 
dl.ath-lK'tl; hut he Could nut p....\"ail on him tu Tl'tr:u.t hi
 opinion. \Ihert tl)(' (;rl':lt 
n'('nr(I.., that :-lIortly after hi... d('ath, as \\ïlliam \\a... J!'oin
 to 1II:ltin:" a (lark ob- 
jt'd intcrpo
('fl I)('t\\l'('n him awl the light, all noli II Pet I tl) the afI'ri
rht('(1 hi..hop the 
doom of the impt..nitpnt pluralist, wllo, tholl
..dl on(
 wi..., and It'am(.(I, ('onf

c-; 
that JIf' bwws now nl)thill
, being il)\.oh 9 ('f1 in tl1l' prnfimnd i
n()ralJre that reigns 
amung the danult.'fi. rite council of A
atha (I('('rel.(l, that to a prip..t who ne- 
g]('C'rt.tl to rr(,(plent his churl'h, nothillg Fhnllhl h(' gin'lI, PM't'ptin1! "hat 
wa.. rerm('tI tilt' ..tnlll'.el"s allow:lIl('f'; whi('h wa... the 
Ulil that u:'('(l to he pai(l to 
...tmngc c1el'h
, Leiug 1('..:; than wi-at wa" (IUt, 10 tho..(' "ho ..; 'rvl't.l u ('hUl'ch.t 
Unlt.:-s for bomf' ju..t mu
l', (
mons c mhI 110t he ah..ent fi)r 11101'(' than three 
mouth..;, and dllrill
 that tinw tlll'Y (lid not rc('ein' thc flaily (li:,trilmtiofl:-O, which 
\\ ere only given to tllO
l' who wert> pre..ent in dloir.
 
:lI1
on, Archhi
hop of 


· Jltmblich de Pythagoric. Vita, cap. 28. t Pucch', )[cmnrit' 
torÌ<'he. II. cup. 1. 
t TllOm:
SIl1Us dc Vet. ct nova. EccJls. I>iscip.I:1. Lif). II. c. 15. 

 Joan. Dc...oLi IustiL. can. Lib. 1. lit. 3. 
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l{heiUl
, depri \"c<1 tl)(' 1I0n- resident c.1.l1on:o; of the r('\"cn ue of' tI.ei l' pre1)('I}(l
. * I II 
the l'i
htI. ccntury, the Iri:-h 
)'nod decreed that a Fril':.:t "illOUld lIot he ah.:ent 
more than one day from the church; if he 
taicl away two d:JYs he was 
to hi:,t fin' scven on bread a1)(l water; if ah
{'nt on a f-,UlIC1ay, he was to fa::,t 
filr twenty day:; on bread alJ{l water. t X evert I. l'le:.:-; t hI' i ntl'I1l'et ual interest:; 
of the iudividual were not 
acrificed. In the year I-tOG, Thomas Crawll'gh, 
pn.hemlary of LUf'k, had licence to aL::,cllt himself from IrelalICl fi'r two 
)"ears, for the purpo:.:e of :.:tuclying at Oxforel, with liberty to rel'eive the fruit") 
awl profits of hi:; benefiec; anel in the library of the chapter of E\'reux migllt 
l>e read the bri(.f of Pope Xichola::; ''f''., granting l)E'rmi:.:
on to Hohert ell' Cibole, 
a man of great learning, dean of that cathedral, to rcsiòe in whatever place woulel 
be 11I(1,t fhv(lrable to the pr05 p ('ution of hi::; studies.! The clcrgy, in gellC'ral, 
were allowed by the bishop, in proportion to their labors and circnm
t311l'es. If 
the ('ath('dral were rich, it 
ent fund:; to repair' indigcnt pari:;h churc11l'
 ; if poor, 
amI :õ'Oll1e parish churehes rich, they were to contribute to it" support.
 Po
:-,ic1ins 

ay:.:, that 8-r. Augustin made no will, as being himself one of the poor of Chri:.:t, 
who h3elnot wherewithal to make one; for whatf'vI21' he po
e::;:-,ed wa:; ('ommon to 
hi:, C'!l'rgY'I. The llOu:.:e of the prie
t was the hou,..e of the hi:-hop, al)(l the 
lJOu:,c of GUlL 
t. _\lIgu
tin dc
ired that it might not he call('(l thp prie:.:t's hou
e, 
"Xl'llloamplills dieat, in domlllll pl'(':,hyteri. Ecce ulli e4(lomu,.; pr(':.:h)'h.'ri ; ubi e
t 
dOlllu:,: rum, ibi e
t dOlllus presbyteri ; alibi non habl't elommn ni:.:i ubicUlllqllc ha- 
bl't DCllIu." "I make you my heir," 
ays Salyrus on his (J,.atI.-lw<1 to hi:o: brother, 
t;t. .Aruhro
I', "for you had before constitute<1111e yom's, but I am to lh'pal't before 
)'ou." Ill' left no written testament, hut he asked 81. Amhro
e to gi\"e what 

hulllcl 
eem ju:-;t to tile poor. St. _\mbro
e accordingly g:we the whol(': "GH" thi:o:," 

aicl he, "i:; the highest justice." Paulinus mentions that 
t. .Ambro:.:e kft no 
will, having already di::;po:;ed of every thing to the Church, 311<1 to the poor.-; 
Constantiu:; the prie:,t gives 3 similar reaEOll to 3Cl'Olmt for the bles:;;e<l hi
hop 
Germain ha\"ing left no will. Xeilh
r <li.l I">aulinus nor St. ITilary, Li
llOp of 
_\rll'S, leave any will, for they had re:.:ern'c! nothing to theru:.:elv('
. TI1l'third 
cOlllleil of Carthage, and thc council of ...\ntioch ma(le decre(''i again::it bi:õ'hop..; who 
shuuld aeclllllulate wealth from the chur(.h, 
o as to leave heirs, though they 
might di
po5e of what had come to thcm from other sourct's. It wa
 till' cu40m 
of the ea
tern bi:.:hop::, to renounce all property on their con
ecratioll, amI prie:;ts 
on their ordination were cnjoined to do the 
am(' hy thl' thirel council of Cartl13ge. 
By the laws of .J u:.:tinian Li
hops were not allowed to leave by te!'talllent any 
\'('alth which had hpen derived from the chureh. 

t. .John, the almoner patriarch of _\lexandria, had found an increclibl<' 1'um of 
gold mone)" in the church treasury, yet when he callie to die, 1)(' couM 
ar, "I 


* Hi
t. de TIheims, 11. 
t lUst. d 'E\ rcux. 
.r Pàuliuus J us. Vita. c. 19. 


t Capito Canonnm ITi1>er. XXV. apud Daeher. Spicil('!!, IX 

 Thomassinu8 Ill. 11. 1.). I In Vita., cap" 31. 
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thallk tllI'P, () f
l)d, for h:l\'ill
 IH'arcI lilY rui:--I'ry, \\"11('11 T 1K..-ought thy gooonl.:).i 
that nothillg might h(' fOUllll in my pO-";I'...;
ion whell I {'am.. to clie, 11111('.... OIIP 
peIlIlY." 
t. I:c'mi If'ft tilt' glt:'..1tt..t part of \\ hat he pU....l.
 '(1 to the ehul"t'h, Lut 
nal1Hd hi:" two IlC'plll'w
' a... hi
 Iwi....; hc elicI lIot c'\'ell fc,,'get twdn' poor p('ople 
who ""1'(1 to hc.'g IH..fon' till' dllln.h clocm.., alltI f
,..t
. "jclo\\":o'. &Ulnatiu.., ur('hlll..hop 
of Hllf'im..;, fi)lIc)\\c'(I tlll'
t' primitivc c.'),:uuplc...., a
 elicl al:"oo I1:HloiH\b, bi:"ollOp ill 
till' 
"':I)" ft l
. :Iud ])iclierju
 ill G.Jð. 'fill' hi . .....d PC'I"}H..tllll", ar('hhi..hop of Tour!', 
I('ft a \\ ill whi{'IJ 1H.'g:1II thæ:, : "1 Pl'rpcmu.., a "inllpr, pru 
t of the ehUl'dl of TOllr
. 
am IIB\\ iIlin
 10 t1c'p:lrt without a f(.:--tam('nt, I('...t thc.' poor !-ho11lcl he cl..fl":1ucl('cl of 
tho...c' Ihill
" \\ hic'h tlu' 
lIpt.'rll:i'! gra('c h:)(I 1iIH..rally alld 10\"Ïn
ly c'(udl'ITI.d upon 
1IIl' UII\\ orth
', ,ulIllc....t tilt' 
oc)(ls of the pl.il
:-t :--11011ld pa..", c.l
pwlH'rl' Iwsidp...; 10 tl)(' 
dml"c.h." \\lH'u th. Li:-hop uf Tarl"a
Olllla clic'(l illh'stalt.., thp pric.....t... :11)(1 c.h'.IeoIiS 
UH't, :Iuel maele an inn"fltnry of l'\'l'r
' thing', '\-('n to the lc..1:-t articlc of furuiture, 
\\ IlC'u the "holl
 w('rl' eli
pu"'I'(I of a... lit' ,,"oillel have wi:')IIl,'(I it, accordiug to the 


(.anoll.... 



) little a\"ari('iou,,:, wa..; (,1I8rl(,lIIa
lIc'. that Ill' mad. a dc'('r*-'t" tlaat if any hi:-hop 
or prit...,t di('(1 illt('
t:lt(', hi:-- gooch) Wt.rt
 all to go tu th 'Church whieh he 
'1"\ ('d. 
Killg' .John of Fnglallcl, Oil tl.. pOlltmry, c1aimNI fOI' hime.. .If, on tllt....c ()('('ft..ion..;. 
I1pranll1
. :lrc'hhi:-hop of Tour:;, made a rule ill his 
YII()dieal eon
titution!', c'that 
\\ hatl'\"(,I' \\a... acc)lli)"('(1 ill !'-:wrc'(I (lrclc'r!-, !'-llollltl lx, Ic.ft to tIle rc:'
p('l'ti\'e dlllrdu:s. 
.\I(1ricu..., a hi-hop in the n.i
1I of r olli... Ie Uc.hollllain., Il'ft a will b('Cjumth- 
in
 all hi
 goc)(l-i tl) the <'Im1"C,lu'", mOlla"'h'rit..., ('h'rk". to tllP )loor, mill to hi..; 
:--('r\"allt...* Tlri..,,:\... alwa
':, tllp moti\"e :I....i
nc'tl by hi...hop..., for makillg :I 
will, h...t tIll' f'llllr('1a :nul tilt' poor :-houlcl I..... cld'ratHII'(I. TI)(' I)k

t'cl Uclalrieu
, 
hctè)rc hi..; (h'ath. gan' ('\"('11 tIll' furllitur(' of hi
 t'pi:o-eopal palaec tu the 
I)()(u' : mHI th.. hh._...pcl (;l'hh:ml, hi:--IIop of ('Oll:-I:IIICP, bt'ing of a noble and rieh 
f.'lmil
., IU'l'vail('CI upon hi... brpthrc.n to gi\'(' him :I portion, that hc mi
ht :Ipply to 
th.. 11:;1' of thp poor, what would hl' otlH'rwi!'t' !o-IH'lIt in tlU' luxllry amI pomp..; of the 
\\'orlcl. TIll' hI('..
('(I l
urcharcl, bi!-llOp of ".01"1)):-:, Ipft in hi:-ö hotl
e, on hi" dmth, 
tIt(' 
aercd \"{':.::-õC'I!" of till' Church, amI thn" dC'lIarii; fi)r evcry thing had heru 
gi \.('n to thl' poor. t 
,rh('n t hp hl(':-..('cl II u
n, bi..hop of Lin('nlu, wac:: l11'ar droth, hc \\"a.... :ulmonishccI 
to makt' :1 will. al'('orcling to {'u'"wm; It(' l"('plil'(I, h r am weary of thi'i ('tI
tom, 
(,,"c'r)' where illtroclu('c.cl illto till' ('hureh ; I Iwith"l" 11:111 nor ha\'{' any thin
 which 
i.. 1I0t of the' (1lUrch whi('h I w:.... eommi..;..innNI to (Tu\'crll. Xc\.prth('It....... ]('.;1 
, 
 
the fì.:C' ....llOlIlcI ('arl')' it ofT, I('t all that 1 :-C'('1I1 to po:--.., "':-, hp 
iv('n to thl' poor."
 
t. 
Rf'rnal"(1 re'lat(', that .\tin, hi..hop of Troy(''', in his !'iC'knp.." rave all that h(' kul 
to the poor, :11)(1 coufit'nH't1 it \\ he'n Ill' wa.. not iu danger of ell'ath. John of &I1i:,- 
Imr
' gin'
 the Tp"tanwlIt of Thl'oha]cl, archhi..;llOp of CantPrhm"y, ancI hi.... letter 
to the kinO' , in which la..,t he :--3\":0., that the furniture whieh he retaius till his 

 , 


* IWuz. 'Ii,,', Tom. III. p. 'q. 


t Buon. I\D. 10:.!Jl 


: 
urius Xovem, 17, cap. 28. 
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Jcath, will he of no u..: · to anyone but to th(' poor, as he has pronounced tilt' lUu-t 
dire cur:-\! on all who would <kprive them uf inheriting it. lIe left all to tL
 poor j 
nnd \\ hen the ble
ed St('ph('n, bi
hop of Dietl, in 1213, was pres.::;cJ to make a 
wi11, he replit'd, ,. It is needle
:-, :,ince every thing belong:; to my spou'-e, which I 
undertook to govern."* It wa:; not till the sixteenth century, that the 11e\\ cu::;- 
tom prc\.ailcd of relations becoming the heir:; of tllO,.;e who held ecclpsia...ticaI benc- 
fice:-:. The blcs:sed Anno, arch bishop of Cologne, had reset'vetI nothing fur hil1l
lf, 
hut his ring and his 
acrl'(] furniture. His word.; w('r(' thc
c: "\rhy <1oth tl , <" (\io- 
timation of men celebrate me, as one of the gn'at amI rich? Lo, Lt:
iùe:s th_ 
utensils of my chappl, my pontifieal:-:, amI this ring, I know not wlwthel. I po
"e

 
l'ven one deuarium. For neither llo I collect the trea:o:;ures of insatiable avarice ii' 
my cloi4el'
, which coull] attract the greedy, ha\'ing carefully pro\.ided that I 
should 110t leave 50 much as one farthing ou my l1eath for their talons."t 
Of the liberality and goodness with which the episcopal domains were gov- 
erne<l, a remarkable evil]ence incidentally occurs in the canous of the council of 
Orlcan:-:, helll in the year 511, which decrees, "that if through humanity, a bi:-,h- 
op 
houl<1 len<1 Church laud
 to be culti\.ated, no length of time ...llUuld give rise 
to any prescription." 
In the synodical con
titlltions of Stephen, bishop of Pari:.:, in 1503, the elerl;!Y 
were forhiddl'n to ka \'e the good
 of the Ch urch by will to other pCf:-'on
, or place:.:, 
than to theil' churl'he..:. Ill' could not dl'dare their wills in\'alid, but he remind- 
ed them of their canonil'al duty. "
illialll Averni:.;, bi:--hop of Pari:" ll('arin
 that 
on the death of an intc
tate canOIl, 3000 marks of sihyel' devolvcd to him, 
huù- 
dered at this trea:,ure of the mamlllon of iniquity, and l)l"(lerl'd it. all to be (':\ pPIHìe<.l 
on the poor. Strikin
 hi
 hand
 together, he replied, c. Far he it from me, hut, 
alas! the \\ retched man! let his money pHi:,h with him." St. Charle..: norromeo 
left all that he po
es:,et1 to the ho
pital, to the clergy, and to the poor of ::\Iilan.! 
\Villiam or:\Ialm
:5buI'Y say:" th
lt Ttm]ulph, archbi:3hop ofCantprhury, al\(1 
u('- 

"':I)rtoSt. A n::;c1 m, acquired nothing by the 3111plitude of his fortune:.:, but the PO\\- 
er of conferring Illore hem'fits upon whom he would.
 ";;t. .\ugu:,tin would not 
ordain :lny man who did not relinqui:,h all hi:.; private po:-::,(.:.;:-:ioll:', amI rl'
olve to 
li\.e from thenceforth upon what the Church would allow him, in comlllon with 
the re::;t of her clergy. This <lid PaulirHl:', this did St. Cyprian, who abandoned 
great ,,'ealth, though neverthele
8 he had a country hon
e :it the time of hi:o; mnr- 

).rdom; this dill St. _\.mhro
e, thi:o; did' Fl'lix, this di(l Xepotianl1:':, a...; te:,tified by 
S1. Jerome , . thi:; did Sf. ::\Iartin St. GIOe(TOlT Xazianzen , Ht. Chrvsostom, 
to Ra
il, 
, 0 y . 
Theodoret, Epiphanil1:':, Porphyrius of Gaza, and innumerahle other:.:. TIll' alms 
of the laity, enricht..'tl the Church,1I but the clergy knew at the same time that the 


* Rainalfl. an. 1213. t Surius die 4 Decemh. cap. 31. 
t Thomassinu!> de vet. et nova Discip. III Lib. II. cap. 38-<'ap, .50. 
, De Gestis Pontiff. A.nglorum, Liu. I. lId, II I. L. b. II I. cap. :s 
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propert)" oftlH' Chllfc>h W3Q lIothil1
 ('1..;(
 hut thp "OW" of the faithful, thp price 
of Sill
, ami thl' patrimony ui till' p'tI}I'. 
.J uliauus POIlll'riu
 oh";l'rv >", that thi
 di...ciplill 'i:-o not hard wlleu evel')' one 
mlopts it; that what 
t't>Il}; tlitlieult to tho...e whu do not l>>metise it, become:; t3:--Y 
to th
 who (,I)....,'r\.e it; a..; !ool)on 3.::3 it 1H.'t'om :s a l'U..tolll, it di
turb
 no one.* Thi8 
c.li"l"iplinc w
 gem.rally oho:ern't.l through tht, :--ixtlt, ,,('\"(,"th, :lIul {oighth ('('lItnrie..; ; 
though flu' ohliJ!3tion (lot'''; not "('('111 to h:n"e ('ontillu('tl, 
in("C ('h.rk!ò: llIight retain 
tlu.ir p.ttriloIOIIY, \\ Ililt' it \\:1" t'xpt.t.tf' I that tlu.y \\(Hlhl r{':--('r\"e for thl'llI..dn'!o' 
only \\ hat \\a.. n('("t...
ry tu .
..pp'H.t tltel11 in ("t>>mOI(Hl with oth{'r
. Until the 
t(,lIth ('(.ntury, tit' lif.> of tIlt' clef
,\" in ('ulIlll1unity, ('ontinll('(1 to h(. a gr"3t nh
ta- 
dt> to ('orruptinn alltl :l,.ari("('. The Hml1:lll ('olllu'il ill to:>!_. IIIltlt.r Pope 
idlO- 
]a.., 11. ill\"ite.1 all till' (.lerg-y to thi:-- 
(H.'iety uf l'OmnWll or ap"...tolic lift..t At thi.. 
a hundn'tl alltl thirtel'n hi:--Itop.. a,..i:-Ìt'tlj ,11 ,d('CI"l't....., were :- 'ut into Fran('{', and 
.Iuring the 
u('('('('(ling 3
t
, till the :,i
t .nth century, nnmerOlh ('ol11mnnitie... of 
('Iergy \\('1'(> fiu'lIll'd \\ith thi..; ol
t'd. l3nlil1al BI'IIaI'mine :-lltm'
 that 311 
tlH.'olu
ian'" tau
J.t that (.1('rk
 Jlli
ht only r, ..;pr\"e fc>>r tllt'll1:- .h,p., what \\"a=" mO(' .
- 

ary fOl' a dl't.'t'llt :-'lIh.;i..tt'IH'(O ; awl that \\ hat wa.. :-llpcrßuity was to be gin'J) to 
tilt' poor.! IIl'lIl't', :-ay the ancit"nt writt-r.." \\c ..llOnlù not w011(ler, or h(' oflè..d- 
t.,1 at th' rich '., ofthc Church. ...\ pric:-.t, to whom tIlt' care of c.li"p,n=--ation i., 
('olllmiuttl, not only \\ itllOut ('upitlity, hut nl:-o "ith tlu' prai:--t' of pidy, r('('pi\"t'" 
from the pt't>>ple thin
... to 1)(' di...trilHIt t'tl, :111(1 faithfully .1i
pell:--t'''; what he rt'Ct'i\'l' ; 
he It'a\'t'
 all hi... 0\\ n pitllt'r to hi.., relatioll", or to the pOOl', or to the Chur('h, alltl 
thr()u
h thc lo\"' of po\.('rt)', make., J.iru.....lf uf the numh"I' of thp poor, 
o tll:tt 
from tll{' flll1t)s "hich he lUini:--t{,f... to the poor, he al
o hiru:-odf :I!o' voluntarily 
poor, may li\"('.
 
'Janual Iahur wa.. pn':-'Criht'(l not alol1(, hy Illany of th 
 rdigiou<; onl('r
, of 
whi(.h St. 
\u1;ll..tin 
aw whole con;.!r"'Tations of men 31111 women at H,)J))(', ami 
Ii- 
bn, tllU:, cmplo)'l,(l. Paulinu..., bi;;;hop of Sola, ('uhi\"atl'tl a g'=mlt'n ; 1'\.li'\., I;ri(...;t 
alltl martyr, \\":1"; a tillt'r of the 
rnund. 
t. I1ilar
'. art'hhi.;:hop of Arh',,;, with 
hi:i derk:-, workul \\ ith tlu.ir I. a 1)(1:-... fhe dt'rl!Y Wt'rl. t'xhorted to labor in 
the apo:-;tolic con:-.titutioll:--. fJ.c hlt''':--l'tl 
piri(lion, hi..hop of C'ypru!-', temk'tl :1 
flock of !"Iu'('p, S070nu'n :-ay:.:, that th . llOl
' hi:-hop Zc.no, wll('n pa
t his une hun- 
c.1rl't1th 
't'ar, 1)('\'('1' 'f'3
l.d lahOl'in
 \\ ith hi.. haml.., thoug-h h{' Ilt'ltI the lit,)""" of 
the ri(.Il(,:-t ('llllr('h. FIlI
t'ntiu
 3(h"i:':t'tl all hi.; derg
" to ha,'e a garllen, that they 
mi g ht culti\'atc it with tllt'il' own halhl. allli arC'TOn. of TOlll'S :-a\.
 , that Xif'Cti- 
, 0':) . . 
us, hi..hop of Lyon.., ('tllItillU('l1 to wOl.k ill his filt1H.'r':, hou:,e, that he might ('X 4 
periell(,c hodily lahor. Gud..r C'ha"'ema
nc anù the f:l1('('f ...:,or
 of his r:l<'e, the 
clcrgy were exhortc.'tl to labor h
" the ('()uncils; awl the rill.... of Chro(1t'
:lIIgIlS 
1'rt.'
l'ribl'J ocea:;ional1y, ev('n tlw Illo..t :-t'r\"ile offices to the clerg-y.1I )Iallll:llla- 


· De Vita. ('onl('mp. Lih. II. c. 10. tCan.4. t Dc (']prl('i.., Lib. i c. 
7. 

 JnJianns POIDerill" de VillL conlemp. Lib. II. ('ap. ]I viJe etÏ:1m ('IJ'lm'L
';. : 11. Lib. 111 
cap. l.-(
p. 8. I Can. I:J. U. 
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Lor W:1
 prescrilwd and practi
ed by Bi:.;hop Theollulph, hy nine.mm', hy \.ctar<1u:" 
hi
hop of .Kallh'
, by _\dalbert, hi..;hop of Prague, hy 
t. nun
tan, a}"(.hhi
IHlp of 
Cauterbm")', by Bernard, bi
l1Up of IIil<1e
heim. 
ill1ilarl)" aftel' the tt'llth ('emury, 
Petrus of Damian, archhishop of )Iain.l, bcing ca;;t into prison Ly hi'i relation, 
the empl'rOl' Otl1O, pa

l'll his time in writing out the P
alter in letters of gold, anù 
took :meh pleasure in that wurk, that wlll'n he ohtained lil)(.rty to gu (,ut, he re- 
fu..;ed to leave the pri
on till he lUlll fini:;he(l it. In the year 1207, .Julianus, a 
holy oi
hop, ha\'ing gin\u en'ry thing to the poor, SUppol'tc(l him:'Ìdf awl a ('0(11- 
panion, by making l'a
ke(:'Ì of rll:o;lll'
. Innumerahle priest'i ill the thirteenth cell- 
hlr)', worked with their hands voluntarily. The ble:'Ì
t'(I Thoma:" archbishop of 
Canterhury, had often been employed in the fie1d
, in l"ll...tic bool', with his 1,reth- 
ren of the Ci:o;tC'rcian ordel'. * 
:-'ophronius reIatf':', that a certain hi
hop nhandoned his see, and went in c1i:-:- 
gni
{' to ,Tern
alC'm, where he offered him,.:elf (0 :'t'rve thp huildel'
. _\.t thi..; time, 
Ephrcmiu:-:, a pious and chat'itahle man, was Cotlllt of the ea--t ; allllulllIel. him men 
were rC'pairing the puhlie edifice:-; aftel' an earthquake. IIis attention was so much 
excite(l hy the fi::>5iduity and good conduct of this strange laborer, that at len 6 th 
he began to question him re
pecting his origin. It wa::; not till after mueh im- 
portunity, and upon cOIHIitioll of ob<;:erving inviolahle 
ecfecy, that he extorted the 
secret from the humble workman, who confessed that he was a hishop, who for 
God had come to an l1nkno\\ n plaee to support himself with the laom' of his 
hamk Ephremius ga\'e glory to God, and exclaimed how many hidden 
ervants 
hath God, known only to himself. t 
Comnwl'ce amI tm(le were :::,trict1
" fc\rhidc.1en to the clergy in the fir
t fi\'e cen- 
turies. The coullcil...; of Carthage ""pre expl'('

. 
t. _ \mbro:,e :-:howec1 the ))('Ce-;- 
sity of thi,-; law, to pre:,en'e that tJ'anqnillity of mind which is c
:,elltial to th(' sacer- 
dotal charaeter. For that i
 tranquillity of mimI find temperance, whi(.h is neither 
:tfK'Ctecl hy the stnd,): of gain, nor hara"'
e(l hy the fear of indigence. The same 1(,
Sl.1Il 
\\"a
 ineulcated hy St. -\.l1gu..;tin,î St. ,Jel"Om(',
 ancl by Epiphuniu..;, in hi'i 
cxp()
i(ion of the Catholic faith. P(lI'L Leo enforced it with powerful rl'a:-:ons;1I 
an<{ the council of Chaleedon prohibi(ccl the clergy fl"Gm invoh'ing them::ielvcs 
in any malllll-'r in fo:cculm' affilil":'. The council:i of France during the ::;ixth, 
l'V- 
{'nth, and eighth cPI1Íurie..:, f'nforef'd the 
am(' di:-:cipline, as did al:,o thv
e of bpain. 
The :-:hip
 of chufch('..; dill not exeite en'n a su:,pieion of trade. In the council of 

Iayence, under Charlem:tgnp, the proI,ibition is repeated ; 
o a}...o ill that of Lon- 
don in 1175, unde't. pain of ana(hema.';- To the !'ame (.m
ct wa-< the sentence of the 
council of A \"io-non in 1279 that of Co!olTne in 1536 , anù that of 
Iilan , umler 
ö , ö 
81. Charles. ** 


· Thomass. III. Lib. cap. 9-cap.16. t Pratum Spiritua]e. cap. ro. 
t De opere Monac. c. 15. de 'Ç"f.r.j.. <<tom. in :\Iart. 
er. XIX.. 
 Epist. ad Xcrotlnn. 
I 1In Decrel cap. 
. Ep
t. 92. -I CaD. 10. *... Tbom..s
iD. Ill. Lib. 1I1. Cl\p. 17-c:,p. 21. 
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Tilt der:!y werp prohibit, tl ft'om NHl(h1('tÎn
 tlu' nffilir
 of by noble
, hy 8 
('uUIIl'il untler UrLml 11. in l(1ð
), antll,
' tbat uf L..
d.,n iu lIG:!. 
:'1. ('ypriau "ould 1I0t llt.rmil ma"" to he :-aitl for Y:.:tor aftl'l' hi'i (Imtl., h('('au"'l', 
contrary to t hc canon.., lit' I...l! IllIlUillat(,,\l a:, bllanliau Fau::>tinu..., \\ ho "a... a I'rie:-t ; 
ami he a<Id:-. thi:-. l"l'.L"OU to lhe authurity of hi:; pn'(I
r:.-, "that It 
 <lit] lIut de", 

erve to he lIamt.tI at the altar of (;otl in thl' praYI'N of the pri4....ti who had wi..hed 
tu "ithdraw prie..t.s from the altar; t. p,'it'''l:i were not perlllittt'cI to ('
erci.;.e tile 
officc of judge, ur of any memher of the :'l'cular court.
, hy tIll' 
ame coullcil of Lon- 
tloll, anc.1 Ly that uf Uheim:,in W '"\1,,, hidl (."tcnded thl' prohihitiou to the pmc"i(.e 
of meclit'iul. Th\.:-c prohihitiuu:o. a... to law aud llH'tIiciuc, \\ere cnforct."t.I L)" the 
H('OIHI amI ftmrth COUlH.il... of Latt'lall, ancl of Tmll s,iu 1163. 
lIuweVl'r, it is dmr, that the t'1eq!
' w('re ufwn l'allcc.l to conJuct the councils 
of kiug-; amI priIlCl:-. "illiam of 
ralml...hury h:.lY:-, (l that unc1C'r EtllC'lwllJph, 
I,iug of FnglaluI, the 
n'atl':-t <ll':o:trll('tion \\ oulcI Ita\.t' fallen upon tIll' lillgclom 
:11111 the (,IHlrd., h:aclllot ="within atHI_\I:-t:1u, bi..hop:i of "
or('e...tpr ali(I F:lanlmrn. 
('OIHC to tile nitI of the 
Iat(., in thc lIIana Tl'U1l'nt of the fill:1IH't....;, mHì of the \\ar. 
E.Illll1lul, kiu(; of El1'rI:uul, {'aHt'tl 
t. })ull:o,tau to his eOlllH'iI..., 3mI the bIe:)S("t.1 
IIl'reht,'rt, archLi:-.llcIp uf ('ologl1l', 3u.-omp.1nied Otho III. intu Italy, to C'onclu('t 
tl1l' at1:1ir:o; of his l
iu;;.I()II1. It i..; r4.markahle to rl'ad the.' rp:L
OIl:; m::':-<Î1!I1('cl hy Pope 
G)'('
tH'Y IX. ft,.. prohibiting ('It'rk... from a('('('l'ting (.ivi1 of1ì('(.s; "n('(':m:O:f' it is 
the sl{'t'r,lotal of1ic't. to hurt 110 lIIW, hut to wi
h to du go()(1 to aIL" 
)fanr holy 111('n 1"l,fu..; '(I l'ed('..ia.:,ti('al c.lignitip." from an uuwillil}lY'll' to be 
elitall
ll...1 in t('mpol-al amli..". 
t.] )oDmolt', beloYt'CI uf Clotair<', \\:l'i to be rai
l..I 
to the 
('e of .\\"ignou, hnt he l"{'fu..('(I, h( 
t'{'('hin
 the king that lIP \\oulc.l not 
permit his 
impli('ity to Ix' f:ltigul'tl amid:-t t'oophi:-ti('.ll :o:ellatOl":-, amI l'hilo:-,uphic 
jUclg .....* 
It is C'
rtain, howcn.r, that bishops ancl ahhot.., 
:1t in all the nn{'ií'ut parliamentc::. 
JIi:-tory records \\ ith honor, the uallh.!'; of !-l'Yf'ral who pr( :-i(lc'tl nYt'l. thl' councils 
(If I...ill
"', 
u('h a<; the ahbot f'ngl'r, whom ::-'t. BC'rn:rrcl woulcIucvpr ha\'e prai:-''ll, 
if hi-i ('onc.1u('t h:uloeen ('t)ntml"Y to holy 41i..;('ipline j awl yet he says of him, in a 
lettA,'r to Pope EIJg-
nc I fI. c. I han
 known the man, ancl -en hil11 (;lithful amI 
p"lulpnt in h'rnporal" fl'rycnt aud humble in 
pirituals, 3IHI what is mCl:-t .liflìcult, 
('oll(luetin
 l.im:o:C'lf in hotJ. witilOnt }"C'proat'h. "ïlh ('a....ar, IIC is:1:-> onc of the 
Homan ('ourt; with (;01.1, a
 ifonc of the eourt oflu':1vt'n:' 
Tilpin, .1rchbi
hup ofltheims, llt
rvl'tI hy hi:o' grt.at nLi1it
", the confidence rc- 
po
ed in him hy Charlcmngne, who always kC'pt him at his side, that he might COIl- 
suIt him on en'ry ()t'C':.l<;ioll. 1 II' maclc him follow hi..; (.xpedition into 
pain. This 
was he that w
 
IJ famous in 01.1 roman('t I under th . n.WH' of Turpin. The Teal 
rrelat
 had all the qualiti{:, of a glY'at hi
Jaop; zeal, It.arninJ!, pruc1ell(,(" lofty 
\"ie"
, amI the love uf ju:-tiee. It \\a'i Tilpill who placL"t.1 JUunks iu the U1lhe- 


· Greg. 1llron. I. VI. c. 9. 
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dral, amI who began the construction of the church, and library, which were fin- 
ishc{) by Hincmar.* 
The name of Peter ,Abeillard, abbot of 81. Gildas, is at the bottom of the mo
t 
important charters of the Dukes of Brittany, which show::i that hi:) merit and 
abilities gave him an eminent po4 in the 
tate.t 
In the yea!" 1190, Philip ...\.ugu:,tus, making an expedition beyond sea, left the 
regency of the kingdom ill the hands of the queen, amI of 'VilIiam, archbishop or 
Rheims. _\.t the court of St. Loui.;;, and of Philip III. his son, no one was so 
di..tinbui
hed in the administration, as )Iatthew, abhot of St. Denis; anù Charles 
\
II. in 1-158, called to his council the bi:o:hop ofPari:o:. Lancfranc, archbishop or 
Canterbury, was made regent of England, in 1099 :! and "'IIlialll Rufus commit- 
t('(l the administration of his kingdom to 'Villiam, bishop of Durham.9 .Alex- 
ander III. 
PDt very angry letters to Richard, archbishop of Canterbury, bec.lU
e 
the bi
hops of 'Vinche
ter, Ely, and Norwich, were 
uffcred to remain so long at 
court, to the neglect of their churches; and the archbi
hop returne(1 an,;wel', by 
the pen of Peter of Blois, that these were goud men; that it was not a novelty 
for bishops to 3.':;:;ist at the councils of kings; for as they surpas.o; others in virtue 
aDd wisdom, so are they consiùered more expeditious amI efficient ill the admini:õ- 
tl'8tioo of the republic.1I 'Yhen Richard 1. a!"
llrued the reins of government, he 
rornmirted tIle a\.lmini
tration of the whole king(lom to "
illiam, bishop of Ely ; 
and on his return from Palestine, he ga\'e the Jo'ame authority to lIubert, arch- 
bishop of Canterbury ; an(I ill the reign of IIenry II. the bi
hops of "
inchester, 
Ely, and 
orwich, had been chief justices over all other judges, aud had distingllislr- 
('(I themselvt:o' by their wi
dolll and moderation; for though they acted again
t 
the canons ill accepting offiee, tl)(' king's command, and perhaps the nece:"-sity of the 
times, obliged them to do it. Roger, bishop of8ali
bury, woul<I not accept ofthi:) 
(}ffice, till he yielded through holy obedience to S1. Anselm, archbishop of C
lllter- 
bury. Under Edward III. almost all the great officers of the palace and king- 
dom were c1erh:"" the chancellor, the treasurer, the keeper of the little seal, ten 
masters of chancery, and innumerable othe
 ; hut through the rcmon5trance of 
pope Urban ,.,..., the laity Legan to be more employeJ in the government. Greg- 
ory IX. consented that IIenry III. might retain Li
hops ill his council:;. "Yon 
1 Il.')..:ert that through the pious devotion of your ancestors, the Cll
tom was introollC- 
('(I, that the kings of England :,hould always ha\'e some bishops connsellors of 
their kinl:;dom. 'Ve, therefore, helievillg in your pious intentioll, amI hoping to 
, provide for the utility both of your kingdom, and uf the church, grant faculties 
to the bishop
 whom you have summoned for this purpose, that they may assi
t 
you in council as utility and virtue may require."';- The king gave the office of 
justice to abbots, which went beyond tl)(' pope'
 intention, :0:0 that the bi-;hop of Lin- 


· Anqueti1, IIist. de Rheims, Liv 1. 87. 
t '[aU. Pads, C'lp. X\
. 
IBaron. an. 11 iG. 


t Lobim:au Rist. de Bret. tom. II. 
ï
, 
f! Wi11ie1. )lalmesb\U'. Lit. IV. p. l:..u. 
-;j Raiu..IIJ. ÅJJll. l
Jl. D. á1. 



4 _.) 
,- 


)[ 0 1:. E :::; CAT I I U I. I C I; U H, 


('oln wrotp to th(> nn'hbi
llOp ofCanterhllry, ('
('itin
 him to prf'\-f'nt "'U<'11 imI)Ìl'tJ; 
hut tIll' king k('pt to hi:-- point, awl tlat' al'd.l,i:-Illlp II pli,.d tlaat tIa
rc \\':t., no hope 
of fl't.lrl':-'" till the n('xt council, thou;;h tlae bi
laop of Lincoln cOlltillUt.J. to pro- 
(l\l{'e c.Ulon.. amI tp..timonip- of C\'CI-Y l"intl again::.t thc PI"3ctice. 
I f we pa...... alOl1l' illto (-;prmaIlY, we 
hall 61HI tlac in..t:uH't'i :-till more numer- 
cm". t;phdaal"tl, Li..laop of Eida..t:ul, wai dail'f nlini...tcr to II CII 1')' J I., alllithe 
hll'

l'(l 
\nno, arehhi...hop of Coiogill', la
Hl govcrned (luring hi:i minority; and 
it was not till ufter hi.; df'parture that IIenry gave \\ 
lY to all the intf'mp 'ranl'e of 

'outh. _\nI1U, on R('('('pting he Offi,'(', had procured a ck'f'!"l'C tlaat alway:; it ..hullld 
II{> the hi:,hop in wh(,:-
 dio.... 

 the king' might hp l"f'm:uning-, wlw wa... to take 
(",are that the rppuhlic (";1m(' to no injur)', a lit I who wa.. to an...\\ er and decide 
the <.':ua........ hron
ht to thp l
inJ!' This wa... in 1062. The educatiun of the I
ing, 
:LillI tIle ortlinat ion of all puhli,' afl;lit...., \\ t're in the hal1ù
 of the archhi:-,Iaop of :\Iaillz 
amI Colo
nr, or\....J
ionall
. juil1l'Cl \\ ith th(\ an.hhi...laop of Br('nu'n. I
i('harcll. 

l
('ril)(
 the 
1I('(.f.....; of his proc('tl(linJ!
 in Gl'rmallY tn .Atlalhcrt, archhi...llPp of 

al.lI)\II'g. u \r e rc(Uru mu1tiplil'tl tllanks te) ynur patt'mity," he :--ays in a lew'r 
to him, U for haville r btudi('(l 
n t,flì(,:leiou...ly to furth('r ti,e ch.li\-pranl"C of om' ph.d- 

"..., \\hom th' Dukt' of Au
tria 1)('1<1; for \\hatP\-l'r \\a... clone to our aùvantage 
in that arti('l
 wc know \\ as (lolle h_\- 
'our diligPlwt', Lut what you (lid onr 
alltl above !'halllu' ('''tnll('tl fi}r en'r, :U1d the falllt. flf your goodnl':'''s ",hall never 
pcri
h ; for )'ou (licl \\ hat 
'ou ou
ht to do, ...inc'.. '('()lul an"r the lord pope you 
hold thp plal'C of hl":-"'l'tl Petel-."* John of &lli...hury say:.-, that in his time the 
kinb of })l'umark, (1Ismi...."Iing the archLi..hop, resolvcd to go\-ern hy himself; but 
that h(' H,on <".llll'ci him hac1. again, anci honor('C1 him:1s a fatllt'r.t John :\Iagnus 
r"corel... in hi... hi"toT.\' of thp Goth:--, that king Erie (,
lll('d to his councils Henry, 
art'hhi:o\hnp of "I':",al, h)" ,dlOsc ach-ice and piou... (':\.horbtion
 the de\'out king 
orùl'rl'll the <'Our:-, , of hi::; life. Throughout the whole of the north of G('rman
', 
the mini:-tcrs of the ..lltar \\(>re made ministcrc; o( the royal court, a... pope Pa.;chal 
I I. f:aiù.t Yet :M:cular digllitic.; did not ÏI1\'ol\-e them in :-ccular vire,. The 
('mpcror Otho I., Lf.ing mlll'tl away to the t':L"tf'rn part..: of the 'mpirr, C'Om- 
mittt.d the \\c4 to the gO\"f'rnment of the arehbi
hop of Cologne. In Spain the 
result is found :o\imilar. )1t'IllOl"aLlc i. the cxamplc related L)' Hoderic, arehbi:,hop 
of Toledo, !-pl'aking of king \Tl'remundu... lIe was of a nnhle anù truly ro}"al 
mind and adol"lll'Cl with all l.ilwh- virtlJH vet 1)(' abc1ieatcd the crown in thC'" 
, l'" . , ., 
ruiù..t of his glory; for he rl'('oll(,ctL'tI, and repe:.it(>clly consiùered, that h(' had been 
formerl\" illitiat{'tl in the offiee of dc'aeon and he
w that thc duties oftlaat :-;:.lcn'" 
., , 
dignity coulù harùly be unitcù \\ ith a crown. Ill' bra,'e up hi
 kilwclom to .AI- 
fon:;o, his relation, in who--e palar(' he livt.-c1 lU:.iny )"e:.ir:o:, ob:-erving the law of 
c'('lihacy. This was hl'fi)re the year 800. C'
himir 1)ping a deacon, HUt! a monk 
ofClum' when re')toreel to tile cro\\ll o( Poland mi g ìlt have had :l di..:prns: tion I 
. , , 


* Germsula 
.Lcra. turn. I L 9;)(i. 


t fill.rOD. un. 1167. 


t Epist. 22. 
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from tht' pope; hut the urgent di..trcsscs of his unhappy country prt':",cribed a differ- 
cut cllmIllct fmlll that of ,. en'mumlu:-;. Carùinal Ximine
, of the Fr-.ll1ci
u 
onlcr, amI arehhi:,hop of TolL'iIu, was fi)r a long time ruler of the kingdom j amI 
it appl'3r
 that formerly the :trchbi
IJOps of Toledo, hJ their office, were always 
the c..hiet' ministers of the king. 
..\.5 ThOI1l
inu
 sa
.::" "it was not ambition, Lut the religion of king
, the 
piety and faith of prelates, awl the ardOl' and ('ontention of both to defend and 
rc
tore the cligllit)" of the Church and kingdom, which laid the foundation of the 
wondrou.. authority of this see." The office of prebendary or dlanccllor, 
was almo:-:t exdu
ively reserved fOl' bishops and abbots, ill Fr3ncp, EuglamI, 
Spain, Portugal, and Germany during all these age:,. Yet when S1. Thumas uf 
Canterbury was elected, he st'nt back the great seals to the king, renouncing the 
office of ch
UlceIIor, le
t he should he straitenetl hy bond:; of the court; at which 
the king was angry in heart, for in fa.ct, while chancellor, he ha(1 repre
=-'Cd the 
audacity of the king's flatterers, who like hawks conspired to prt'Y upon the good:-: 
(If the Church, as 
!atthew of Paris :,ays. * The fact of this influence of the clergy 
in the councils of kings, instead of sanctioning the imputations of the modern 

ophi:",t...;, i
, on the contrary, only a fre.::ih Evic.Iencc of the extraordinary thir:-t awl 
fulfilment of jU.::itice, which characterized the middle age:-:. Surely it was well fur 
a people when a counsellor stood near the throne. to WhOUl a ju
t monarch 
could 
ay, 


-"Speak, my lord, 
And we will hear, note, and believe in heart 
TJlat what you speak is in your conscience washed 
As pure as sin in baptism," 


Wen was it for a people when a holy churchman could furni:,h proof of the charm 
of ju
tiæ, and the em!)ire which it exercises over men; so that of him hi40ry 
('ould record, as it testified of Suger, that the king re:o;pected him as if he had 
been his father, and feared him as if he Lad been his master. 
The old books of the .A.nglo Saxons are full of letters from kings addressed to 
ho1J men, written in the
tyle of filial respect, and great humility. TllU:i Ælbwald, 
king of the East Saxon
, 
ay
, ill his letter to S1. Boniface, ,'\\T e wish YOll to 
know with what gratitude we heard that our littlelle
 wa
 commended to ).our 
holy prayers, and th3t your bEnignity had offered the solemn m
es and I)l":.l)"cr
 
to God in our behalf. \\.. e 
hall endeavor to fulfil with a devout mind what yon 
d
ire respecting the monasteries of Ol1r kingdom. That as the prcdc,.;tination of 
God hath placed you a pastor over the people, so we wish that you should feel 
our protection as your patron."t Ilear what f'ay the laws of the V'ìsigotL5, "The 
I)ri
ts of God, to whom for remed)" of the oppressed amI the poor, the care is divine- 
ly committed, are, with paternal solicitude, to admonish thejuc1ges who should up- 
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rrp
... fliP p('opk, thut tlu')" may 3 II 1('11 e I awl reVf>r
(' the thin
s ,...r o ngfl1l1y judgecl; 
amI if !-oUeil judges 
hould hear fialse H.nteUe(', then the hi..hop ill who..e territor)' it 
o('('urs having conv('Dl'C.] the jmlgcs, 5.hall, in (,Otlncil with pl.j('..,ts, or other tit ml'lI, 
h.rminate tile .,tiIåir aC'(.'(In.ling to ju:-til"C: hut ifth
 judg-e 
houhl continue ob
ti- 
lIat(', then it will hl' lawfill filr the hi
hop tit intcI1)O
(' in he'half of the opprc
d, 
till tla(' (.a...." i.. !o'uhmiw'Cl to our :O-l'rPllih':'* r u lik,. m:lIIrlf'f tllc ('oullcil of ,Arl... 
" , 
in thC' )"par. 813, r('minell'd tll(' hi:.-llOps tllat thp)" we're to prote'd tll(> I)oor from all 
oppr(':'.;ion, awl that tlu'y JUu-:;t whlr(..... thl'III"'{'kC':o, to the king to make it cease. In 
btter tinw..;, I grant it "ou el ... -em fui if plal"(':i of high official I)C)wC'r were ll.1tu- 
raIl)" zunI prolwrly r(':-('r\"pel lfJr IIlIpriu('iple'C.l liI)('rriu(..;; hilt wlH'n rulers \\rre 
willing to he guidc'(l hy hol)" 1Ilt'1l of IC'.lruing awl wi..;{lmn, why 
1J()1J1tl philo:;o- 
plH'rs Imvc n.fu:-pel to COlli' to tlwir a
..:ist:m(,,"C? ::\fanr of the Pythahoreans were 
grmt politician." "ho nilNI Italic citic..;, and founded free 
tak.;;.t )[any (,hri
- 
tian pontifI:" ,\ ere the 'IWl'; no clouht thp elergy w('re m3
h'r
, h('('au..;(' yirtll(' mn..t 
alway
 1)(' 
lIpn.'m('. .. (
ll(l('r (.n'ry !aw/' :IS Pim1ar, who W:l-- him:,elf a PJdaa- 
gon..lII, :-a)"=-, "a man (If IIpri
ht ton!;llP, E,'H,') \CùD'D'o
 åJ'lìp; must ('xC'eJ.o't I 
l>ingc1l{':o, lx.ing 
lh(llit to 1 . fo.olt1 h)" I'omc rohlx>rs who had taken him pri..oner, 
put laim
cJf up to :-:11(', c-ryiug out, ",rIm" ant.. to }m
" a l11a....ter ?" \t I(w,.t if ] 
the (.Ic.r gy <.lid recc!\Oc a g(lw
rnn1t.'nt "hi('h \'
l'" thrn
t upon 1IH'11I, "'1
r
I)"::1: the 

\tIH'l1Ian", one 
 t-:1I<1 of tlat'lIIs/.ln',;;, l.tht'Y clIC1110thrng wonderful ()VÔ a'TO TOV 
(t" Ðpw1tEÍol' rp(
Tr(JJ ; :lllel tlH'I"t'Í()rc 11)('11 of natural yiew:o, ha\"e )10 ri
ht to con- 
(It-mn thcm."
 ...\w
 })(.....i(lt.s, now tI.lat w(' hav
 
 .n what wa.. 
h(' ide'al 
f al1l 
pow('runcl :1l1thol"lt)" III the am" of fauh, why nught not a holy pne:-t r('ply) III the 
\\onls of Tc1('madlll", to tho:-{' who woulel t:lx him with :unhitious thoughts, "I 
...Iwlliel II:1n
 110 ()1
('C.tion to 1'0..;..(...... fa-om (;ocl what you ri,lic'ulc." 


'1 
s roiir" AftlCldror"; 1 J' ,.; J'Of.J
7rUl61 rl' n'x
al ; 
01" lliJ' y(tp rr 1I:(,It:.
J' pcró'IÁI'VE"pl'J'.1 


\\
hat lIlt'n w(lIlM a 10\"1'" (If j 11"'1 iet' " i:-h to :-1'(' ('nt hrOlU'(lupnl) th(' yatiron in pN'frr- 
('J)(;C to a J
f'f) or a (;regOJ)'? Hpl"' the :-p<.'C"ulatiol1 113") h('pn \"prified hy tire 
filet; for at nOIl1f', ,\ h('r(' tlU' c1p"irc ufrJatn h:l:- h('('n more than rpaJi.l/.d, thl' clergy 
in po:",..:e
:",iull of that pnwC'r are eli'4ingui:öhC'el hy tht' utmo..:t Ulo,le..ty, the utmo:-t 
g-r.l('I, the grcate:-t tc'nc1eruf':':-' filr tlU' poor, the grt":.lt.cbt gl.ntll.IIt...o; alUll'lInde..:('('n- 

ion for all men; awl ifit wc're not thatmcrc-y 31Hlcharity f'('cll1 to be <':lrriC\1 !-ornf' 
times almo..tto(''"{{'('":,,, hyth" utrno....t J . u..t il'C. ,m\ a"- Glaucus :-;a\"s ()f
oC'r:lt('.;, when 
J ," 
the btter ha.l ,1('livprl.ocl hi..; f:ullou,,; "C'l1tt'nec, that philo..ophy :-hnulel be united \\ itll 
political power, anel 
lmuìel 1;o,"('rn, ,. I am 3\\ ar(' that I 1.:1'.0 utt('red a "orc1 which 
will <'.3u...e a IllUltitUt1e of men, amI suc'h a.. arp not alto
Nlt('r to he c1('
pi:"'tad, tl) 
rn..:h upon 111(>, ('a
ting nff their duah
, anù stripping their arm"" aUlI e.lch taking 
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lip w1.:1t('\"('r instrument is ncar, iu on]c.r to attack me in a hod)", 8:i if to perf()rm 
iU:'lantly some famous exploit."* Xeverthel

 I can finù nothing in history or 
in l)hilo..ophy, to awaken a :-;ll
picion that the worù i::i an error. One h:.lS accll:-=t.d 
the obstinacy of the two p:.lrties of lIeu 1')" I\
. amI Gregory 'YIL, "without re- 
marl.:ing-," I'a)'
 )Iiehe1et, "that it was not a :--trngbl(' of mcn. The n:pn tried tn 
approach ('ad. other, awlw'yl'l' conIt1. Reconciliation was ill1po
...ihle; nothill 6 
l'an reconcile spirit amI matter, flc::;h amI spirit."t The puntiff was for eterual 
jll
til'(>, and the hno;of God. ,,? e nec(I not ask fc)r what ('aU5e tlH' other contended. 
Churdlluen did not seek ofJìce or ding to it from amhition. In 11-19, the 
auuut 
ugcr, while regent of France, wrote as follows to the king, pre
,..;ing hi..; 
return: "The disturbers of the public repos(' arc again adiye, while )'ou, who are 
uound to c1cfelu] your sul
ccts, remain like a càptive in a fureign lall<1. Seigneur, 
,..hat can oecupy your thought
, to leaye thus at the mCl'cy of wolves the Fhecp 
confided tù you? Xo, you are 110t permitted to remain ab:o;enl any longer. 'Ye 
implore, therefore, )"onr higlmc:,:" we exhort your piety, we dematHI of the good- 
Ill.....; of }"om' hcart, we cOlljurp JOIl by the faith which reciprocally Linds the 
prince amI the l'uLjects, to protract your stay in Syria no longer than the festival 
uf Easter, le
t a longer delay should render )'011 guilty in the eyes of the Lonl, of 
brml'l.ing the oath which you took on receiving the ("rown. You have rca:o'on, I 
thillk, to Le ðati:,fied with our conduct. ,re 1I:1\'e placed in the hanll
 of the 
knight tcmplars the money which )'ou had re:-:.olved to send us. He
ides this, 
\\e have l'C'paiù the Connt de V" cl'lu3nùois the slim which he h:.ld lent u::; (01' yuur 
..en'ice. Your laud:-; am] your men enjoy at present a. happy peace. You will find 
)'uur )lOU:,(':o; atH] your palace in good condition, by mean,.; of the repair:; which we 
baveconductell. But you ::ice me now in the decline of life, and I dare;:;ay that the 
occupations in which I engaged for t}u,' love of God, and through attachment to yum. 
I per::iOIJ, have greatJy accelerated m)" 01<1 age." Lewis did, accordiugIy, return, 
:lIld re::iume the reins of governmcnt, though hi::i absence was more beneficial Ull- 
tIel' Suger, than his pre
ellce without him. }-'rom that time guger rf'tired allllust 
('OmpIetd
' within the wa1Js of his a1,b(.)" of 
aint Dl'ni
. 
The corre:,pondence of AIellin with Charlemagne pn'scnts a similar exam pI.... 
In Hne letter, he rc
tmin:.; the zeal of the emperor re
pectillg the pa)"mcnt of 
iithcs.t In another, he recoUlIll('lI(ls him to treat the IIuH5, who arc lli:-ò pris()nC'r
, 
with indulgence, aw! to show c1emcncy to hi:-; enC'mi(':o;.
 In anothel', he entreat:) 
him to beware of the dangers of the expedition of Reneventum. "Perhap:,," he 
uU:'Cryt
, " som
 one will sa)", 'fhy doc;:; he meddle with what is foreign to him? 
Let 8ucl. a I)(')'
on know that nothing which concerns Jour pro
p('rit)" is for
ign 
to me; for I declare it i::; clearer to me than the health of my Lody, or lhe duration 
of my life. Y 011 are thp 1aappine

 of the kingllom, the 
afety of the l
I>Ie, the 
honor of the churche:::, the protector 01' all the faithful of Chri4 : it is under the 
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...hatlow of )"our po\\"('r, filH1 nntl('r tlJ(' 
h(>Jter of your piety, that the divine grace 
ha
 grantl'(l to U:o; thc practicc of a religiou life, 
md to 
('rvc Je...u-; Chri:-t inlK'a<'e 
and quietw.. : it i..., theu, jll:,t amlnL
ry, that with all attcntive mind amI a 
dcvoted heart, we 
holild be (){'('upied \\ ith )'our filrUlnè and with )'our hm1th; 
amI that \\c :o-houl(1 iuvoke God for this ('Illl, thou l'\.ælk::t iing :md wOI'lhy ùt 
all honor. "* 
In :1noth('r Il'ttl'l' to nn nr('hhi
hnp, in the yror 7!1G, \\c find him r('tirül f!"Om 
('ourt nnd living in hi... mOl1a...tery of Tour..:. "Ll't 
.our fraternity inow that I 
your :-on (I\.....in' ar<1('utly to .i)" (10\\ II tIle Imnlt'n of tl1(' affilil:o' of tll(' \\orld, th:it 
I may H'r\"C GO(} alulll'. En.ry lUall 1t:1..; 11('('\1 to pn'pare him:--('lf \\ ith vigilance, 
in order to med Go\I; 11111(.11 mOl"(' :111 oM lUan, worn dow11 with )O('ar:- :md il&nr- 
miti(.:--. "t Charl(,llla
ll(, dl':"!irul to retain him at cuurt, and to tal"e him" ith him 
to Hump. "It is a !'l.allH';' JI(, writ('
 to him, "to prefer tlJ(' !o-uwky roofs of tile 
people of Tour:-; to tlU' gnIdt.u palat'l'" of the ]:OU 1 "lIb;" hut ..\Ieuiu wa... firm. 
.. I ('ouhlnot (,ntlun' the fati
ut,,, of the joun)('
.. ] implore )"oU to let 111(' fini..Ja 
my l'.U"l'U"UCar :'t. 
r:lrtin: all thceUl'rgy, all thcdignity ofm)" 1)l)(ly i:o- \"ani
laed, 
mul vani:"hc
 (by h)" day. J :-haH 11('\"('r r('('over it in thi... world. I had Jwpetl 
in thc..:{' 1a...t (by:o' to 
cc O!1('C morc the f
lre of your l)(,.ltitml(', hut tll(' progre<-.. of 
my infirmitit''': ohligt...: me to rt'nCltllu'dhat hopf'. J (.onjure, tl)('refi-re, )'ourgoodn('..:o, 
Il't not that mintl:-o holy, that" ill :-on hl'udh't'nt, \\ Ilit'h an' in you. he irritatld at 
my 'H'ahl\('..; : pel"Juit, \\ ith pions ('ompa.....ioll. that 3 f:lti!!lI('d man take rcpo..(', that 
he pmy for )"OU, amI tla
lt lit' preparc him...clC in conf
iOll alul t('3r
 to 3pprar he- 
forc the Elef1l31 J llllge."t I 
Pa
C':.I...ill'" H
ltll)('rt (l( ,,;('rih()..; "Yala, the :11,hot of Corhy, 3,.... 3 ('OIl";l1mmate :otate
. 
man. "In the :-enate hi:-- 
l'uius l,
('('lIl,tl that of aU (lllll:l':" 
o that if he were 
a-;k('(1 cOJll'('rning 
m.r of the 3ffilirs in 1.311\1, immediately without deby, a
 if 
from a fimlltain, flo\\(,,1 the \\ i:-: ....t Cùml
t I that ('ouM he tt)tllld or giHu."9 
Xc\"(
rtheh.:o:..:. he had to (lefi'ntI him from thl' ('haJ"töe oftlw:--e who :-aid that he or- 
('npil'tl him:-df too much \\ ith afl
lir:o- of :-tatt'. '[t is tll(' <lut.'"," he ob..;ern..., "of 
a go()(l man, of onc like "
ala, frolll his hirth amI conucction:-::, cnllowNI with great 
authoritJ in the 
tate, to ('oll:o-nlt ft.r the welfare (If hi
 ('ountry amI of his fellow 
citi.lcl1:-. Hut why, you a:o:1.:, tlitl tllc holy 3mI mortified "rala return to take part 
in the honors of worlt1ly !--lx.iet)", when the cmpire W3:-; fillJing to pie<'l's? Bl'- 
c.lll:,e he 
aw the evil..:, alltl \\ i...hl,tI to ol)\.iat(' them, to re
i...t for the faith of tlH' 
kinO'dom and of the kin("l' , fill" tlU' lo\"c of his ('omltl"\" 3tHl of hi
 } )eoplp, for the 
o ð . 
religion of thc ('ll1lr('}h", :ultl the !'-ah"atioJl of hi
 fdlow citil'(,ll
, which" ere all 
(1e3r('r to him than hi
 0\\ II lift':'!! 
Iffrmn the ()hj('('t we p
1 . to ill'.t':o:tiu'att> tlU' dfc.cts of thi..; influpncp. the a....t'f- I 
tions of the huphists of the la:-ot century will all he found total1y errolleou:o:. Therr I 
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are not wanting writer'" of re!-'carch at IH'('
ellt, who do 1I0t need to be tuId thi
. 
"ïtnc
 what is !-'aill Ly a moderB hi:5toriall uf !.'raucc, f'pl'3killg of the Icgklative 
a";:'t:lDuly in Gaul, in the yeaL' 61-1. ")Iall)" :trticles of a remarkaùle liLemlity," 
sa)':; :\!ichelet, himlicate tlle ecelt'::,ia:5tical hall(1."* ,rho were the men that u-cù 
to intcrpo,..e LctwcPll ruler:; :tllll their 
ul
ccb;, to :-ave the illllUCl'lIt from oppn's- 
!-ion, amI to 
1t'1H the violcnce ùf arLitrary power '? \r cre not they member;:, of tile 
clergy of whum the church 
ing
, "I
ti 8Hllt triuruphato1"cs ct amici !Jei (lU
, CU11- 
telllnentes jl1:o':o':.l principum, llIerUeL'Ullt præmia æterna ?" 
The 
plelHluL' attachetl to tire epi
copal digllity ill the middle age
, has given 
lJJ;'l1ce to 
oll1e wrih.rs; llllt Petrus _\.lliaceu:sus argued ,\ i;:;ely, while reproving 
certain munks "ho conùemlleù the gralldeur which holy Li:shops had often ob:,erv- 
eJ. "Th
e magnificent provi:5ioll:', whethCL' in hOH:o\C'; or vestment:', or other 
exteriur ornament:" which they 
tyle pomp:', were introdllccù from the time uf 
ble

'd Pope Syh'e
ter, both for 
overcigl1 pontiff..., and fur otheL. Li:-hop;;, ami 
tlit.y were 
olcly designed for extolling the glory of Chri:o't and of his Church; to 
"b5'el"ve which exteriorly with tÌ1e moderation of temperance, amI interiurly with- 
uut !o:-;ing humility, is not vanity or vi('(', ùut virtlle and mcrit. So th
t tho"'le 
are velH'memly to be cen:-ured who, uncler pretence of humility, proudly invei
h 
again
t thi.. cU:o'tom, anJ blame on aecoullt uf its observauce the epi::;copal state. ..t 
'Villegi:-us, archbi:5ho!J of :\Iay
uce, in the tenth ceutury, tire frieml of hin
:; 
and prinCE's, wa
 indeecl a man of 
lmo
t royal magnificence, but what prelate e\"( r 
evinced a mOl'e apo
tolic spirit, or \\"a..., more profouna in the science ofthe 
cripl- 
ure;? Thi:-; wa... he who h
wing hcen the 
OIL of a wl,celwright, c:lU:-ed to he paiut- 
ffi 011 the waU of hi5 b
cl-charuber, illto which no one was alluwed to enter but his 
chaplain, a cal't-wheel, m"('r wllich was written, "'rilIegi
e, memento quitllllo<lq 
..:.., : f} II i( I an tea fueris, et (IU id in bre,'i )lecL:,sario futuris !'i -;; " wh iell artifice uf 1111- 
milir)' W3::) not known till his death, when it seemed 
o admirable tu the emperor 
Henry, that he ordel'ed that a wheel :-hould in future be the emblem of the city 
uf .:\Iayence, which it rf':ains on its :õhield to this day.! 
,V' e IIOW come to the fr"ugality and ruoderation of the clergy ill their characteL' 
of di
penser:o:. St. Jerome wi:-hed that Xl'potianus Illight have a table at \\ hidl 
the poor' and 
trangers aud Chri:,t might he ol't.'a
ional gllE,.;t
. lIe 
how:5 110\\ 
..hameflll it would be ifhe were to enteL.tain with ma(TLlifieence the eivilmac:i:5trate:o:. 
, 0..... 
.\ secular judge will re
pect more a continent thall a rich deL'ic, anù will more 
venerate your 
anctity than your riches. . 
By the !'tatlltc!' of the 8)"l1od of X 3nte
, no }H"ie:,t was al1owE:'d to Imve more 
than two di:õlw,.; at table, excepting when he received the Duke of Brittany :11111 
hi", officers. 
T t was the custom of the Teutonic kniO"hts that two of them should eat out 
0' . 
of one di
h, as a mark of poverty and humi1ity. St. .Arnbro
e said, U! think it i-; 
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tlH' part of cf'l'It.,ja...ti('s to (I..dine the hawpll't..; of str:UlO'.'r..., that thpy m:1Y 
JlOW llOs. 
pitality tu tr:J.vdh'rs, amI that from that caution there may Ix' 110 grolllul uf um'nc.' 
giw'u ; fur the (,Oil \'i\'ial 111l'ding__ of :-ot r3ngl'l":'\ ha\'c ()('('lIp:at ion" helonging to tllt'fIl, 
:uul they lIouri:-oh thl,(It":-oin.' offt.a..til1g. Ff('(!'U'lI(ly, too, fahll's from the world 
creep iu. Y uu cannot clL ')'our car..; ; to prohibit tlll'lll ii thou,:;ht pri.h.. CUp:i 
al,u Cl"l't.p 111 cnl1tr..lC)" tu the \\ ill." Puö:)idius dcscrilx::s tbe gre.lt 
iwpli('i[)" ofHt. 
AUgll..till':' life. Dini()
 in ('onllllUU \\ ith hi... c.-lC'rgy, the lIumher of cup... Wa... ddìn- 
('t11('1' (\.('1")" one; hi... n :-:-el.., \\ere of wooc:l or haked t'arth; I,i:, cJr('..;i ueitlH'r [.l'lcu- 
did llUr 
ll
l'c,t" Ileal' how he "lH..aks of it him..e1f tl) the pl..'opl('. '.r wi..h that 
) our 
lUetilY \\ oulcl oJfcr :'Il
'h thing:'> a:) I ("au Jl'Ccntl)' U..e. FOI" exampl(., 18111 
utIèn:J precio
 linen. Pcrchallec this might become a bishop, though it duth 
not Lx'<'omc .\.UgU
till, that i:o- a mall \\ Iao is a t-inller, horn of poor p.lrt'llh. :\Iul 
wuuM 
uon :-:ay that I hat! fOUlul preeiou'i \"(',..II11l'I1I:-:, which I ("oul.l never ha\".. 
h:.llJ either in illY father'D hou:-c or in my 
t'('ular prof.' ion. It \HHlM not be- 
COUle me. 1 ought to have :)uch a., I might gl\"C tu m)" Lruther, if he should be 
in want. I wi
h to rCL"CI"C ..uch a.... a pril..t, 
ueh a-: a d(',lcon or ...uhdea '011 lÄ.In ùe- 
('ently po:,:,>t'
";; fur I rLceivc all thing..; in eom1UOI1. If any olle f-houlJ gi\"e me 
Ix:th:r 1 
l'll it, that :-inl'e it (.'anllot be a eummon v..,..t, the price of the v(".>;t 111 a) 
IJc common. I 
ll :1Iul give to the poor. If it llclight him that I 
huulJ ha\'e 
unc, let him givc luC :)uch a,:, I ma)" "car without Llu..hing i for I couf
 to 
you, tl11lt I 1>lu...h to wear I)reciollil dothl.s, bt'C
U'ie it doth 110t bl'Come thi
 profls- 
...ioll. thi:o' tulmouitiol1, th(':-e limh:.-, tlH'
(' \\ hite hair:,."* 
The father. of the fourth council of Carlhagl', decreed. "That the bi
hop 
blaoUJd I'
l\"e hi::! 'llO"pitioluru' 110t far from (hc church; that thc bishop 
houJc1 
h.lvl. vilc furniturc, ulld 1..('ep a poor taLle, anù that hc :--houlcl 
eek tI
o authority 
of hi... digllit)" h)" faith und the mprit.. (lfI,i:-, lifi.."t 
t.\"l'I"U'" 
ulpieiu
, ill hi.., life of 
the hies..: '(1 :\Iartin, gives all ('xample oftlw l'pi"col'al lift', yet \\ 11<'11 he 'ntt'rtaillcd 
guc:,ts, he had water fur th,..'ir hallcl:o', allli he wa..lll'd tl1('ir fect. TllU
 he recf'inJ. 
Sulpiciu., hilll:-odf, \\ ho :-a)"
, "XUI" did \\c attempt tu contraùict h
m in thi
, for I 
felt so Oppl"t'......t.l Ly hi
 authority, that it ,,(mlcl h:1\"e H'cml'(1 a crime not to ac. 
quil':'('c." t-:-m"h \\ a.. al:,o the life of Paulill1b, \\ lao Ii'om usta1c' uf great riehl':i, cm- 
braeI'd voluntary povcr()", and hl'(,:lIJ1f' mo:,l ri('h inl'auetit)".
 lIe 
el1t S"'veru:ia pre- 
sent of a woooen (Ii:,h, ::mc1 hegged in return the gift of an earthen one, I'aying-, " 'Yc 
love frngile vb
d
, bl'eau:-L We know that it i... in burh we have COlll111iu(.t1 to ue;: 
the trt'a:-U1"<' of the I
)("(1." ] fe u:o'(.(1 to jol..(' :
h()ut his coo1.., who ('ouM dre5.:) veg- 
l.tahlc.
::.o well that a Homan f.. 'nator \\ unltl 1I0t c.li:,c1ain th('II1. Fau:-tu:" ahbot 
of Lcrin" after'wards a bi:-hop, and Ll1pU:;, thc mirror of FrpuC'h bi:-hop:" both 
l"et:lined mona:-:tic :-:impIicit)' in their epi...copal hou..... ..., a
 ùid al:-0 the Lle,..,..ed Epl- 
pl,anius alld the hol\" hi:-hop Germaiu, who c\"ell u::;eJ to sleep UPOIl a bed (If 


* De (1ivcrsis 8erm. 50. tCan. XIV. XV. Ferr, cap. 71. 
; :--. ,\nguc::t. de Ci
<atc Del, ÀïX. 20. 
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.:1)('.;:.* 
t. JTilnJ'
', nr('hbic;;hop of .\rles, always h'a\'cl1ed on (.,ot, ('on,..tantille 
\\:.1" grc
ltly 
tl"Uck at the 1111 III hie appe.u'atwe of th<, bishl}p,.; " he:'\1 ppl it.d them with 
public ('onv('yancl'
 to cOllie to tlie council:-\ of Xi('(> awl 1\rll':o.. ::;t. ...\thall:,bius, 
recall ('(1 frolll t'xil
, lII:ull' hi:-; triumplial t'lltry illto .A k
alHll'ia 1II00mt('(I upon a 
poor ('olt. Gl'II('l'ally, ill till' middle ages, bi..hop... tr-aydll.tl 
b we :-till ('an wit- 
nl':-:"; in Italy, llIo11llted on a pacific mull', \\ ith a fl'w of their clergy by their si(lc, 
nnd others walking befilJ'e. Grc'gory X azianzen de:,criLed the billlplicity of St. 
Ra..:il',.; lift., " I f(' had but one tUllie, one cloak, his bed W
 upon the ground, hi.. 
loud Im'ad alld 
alt, and his drink the foulltain water."t Grq!ory hlanH's ('('r- 
tain fal
c imitator,.;, who woul<l have his (lr(':,
, :lIld 1)(,.(1, HlHI food, but not hi,.. 

pirit and works; for his manner of life was not :.:.tudied O\1t of aftectation, hut }>l'r- 
fectly simple and unpremeditated. 
Gregory Xys
en gin:-\ a similar portl'3it ill hi,.; lif(' of Gr('gory Thaurnaturgu,.;, 
wlto re
oked that there !'hou1d not he founll in hi:, po:-::,e
...iol1 011 hi:') (lea\1. where- 
withal to bnry his hod
'; he would hai'ten on hi
joUl'nl'Y"; of eharity JIIount{'(1 on a 
mul... Yet Grl'gory Ky:,:,el1 di(llIot di
dain a chariot; for tltl'
e mell wpre l'qually 
humble in whatever manner they were (';lrried. 81. Chry...o4otll fh'd from the 
luxury of the a
e, amI would thel'('fcu'(' eat alone, that he might not furni
11 a pn'- 
tellce of (,lUploying the good,.; of t]1(' church in good living. PaJ]mIiu:o' t]IP I.i:-:hop, 
J!iv('..: a detailt.d d('
cription of St. Chl'y:-:o:'tOll1 ':0; frugal life, )"et St. Chry
o="tom 
im'eig-hed again4 C'ertaill of the laity, who condemned many of the clf'rgy on tilt. 
grol1nd of their livin
 wen; 
3ying' that the prie:;t'5 of the law were far fIIore 
lihl'1"311y entertain('(1 ; and that at all ('n'nts, th()
e who gave nothing to the C'1l'rgy, 
OI1!!"Ìlt not to reprove them fOl' h:l\'ing too much; t awllte adclt'(I to tho...e laymen 
who condemned the cJergy, ""
hen Sr. Paul :,aid, 'having tì.m<l awl raiment 
ld U
 therewith be content; , did he 
peak only to ma:-ter:,? By no meall
; but 
to nIl men, Rut you :o'ay, hc takes a hath a..; I do, he C'at
, he drink..., he i:-\ clothed, 
h(' h:l
 the care of a hou:,e, why 
hould hc 1)(' a pn>latP bl'f(u'e me? "-hat, had not 
tll('apo
tles freedl
en who sern'd them? and \\"1)('11 th('y \\"('1"(' on a. journcy, di(1 
not noble men and women entertain them who would ha'
c gi,"en their li\"e
 f{)I" 
them? Ând if:l priest take
 care of h
:o; body, he ii' not to he hlam('(I, fin' if he wcre 
to he confined to his bed hy si('knc

, how could he then vi,.;it the (,ll11rch{',.; ?" 
Tlaeodoret re('ord
 the li,"e
 of man)" other holy bi:-:llops, who 
till l"(.t:lined 4111 tll(' 
fru
ality of monastiC' manners. Such were Jamc.;;; of Xi
ibe, al)(1 
\phtoniu
 ; awl 
Ca
...ian give.. a similar account of 4rchehiu:,. 
tJ('h Wf're all till....... holy hi:,hnp..:, 
hating' and d('
pising what the world roveù, and lo,'ing what till' \\"01'1(1 
('orll('(l allli 
abhorred. 
81. Gregory the Great 
aid, that he did not object to ocrnsional fefu.ts ofdJarity, 
pro,'ided "that the life of no ah:;;cnt pcrson were thpre C'riti('iset!, that no one were 
repre1aelllh.(1 01' ri(lieul('(I, all(l t]lat not the ,"ain f:lhl('
 or :,('('n1ar afl
lir.., hilt wor(l.. 


* Surius die .) .Tn? 


t Orat. XX 


: In Epi
t fl.lI Phil. Hom. IX" 



.,ISO 


,)1 0 i'
 Ese \ T II 0 LIe I; U H, 


of :-'."1('red I
:-on
 :-õhould be IH'anl at th('m, wl1('11 H11)('rfluities \\"('r(' 110t 
i\"en to the 
body, but only it
 we.lkl1l'" r('fr('...;hed, tlaat it may Lc mOI'c l'apahl ' of adion and 
the e
erci
 
 of \.irtue.". t;t. Gregory \\ a . of the wo:--t amiable l'ourt('...y. \rhen 
Eulogiu::" a bic;;hop, wru, rN..'O\"creJ from a fit of !-ickn ":--, h(' --ent him a hor...{', but 
he dt'Clan.d that he him"'l'lf \\ 3'; Hot able to ride on an a"
, wll(,'11 fin' w('re 
l'ut to 
him from 
i('ily. Fortunatu:-" a hi:--llOp. ha.; \\ rittt-n tl1(' life of till' bll'"".;('(1 ' ;{'rmaiu, 
hi
hop of Pari
. I I :-Õ:l)'S that the holy lllal1 h:ltl hut onc tunie 311(1 uue pallium; 
that he travellcJ on hOl"S('haek, ami ah\ a
"s either ;;;.poke, ur 'ung', dr hC.lrd ...ume 
\\01"\1 re:--p<'<'ting God; but wh('n he :-at (I()\\n at ta1>ll', tl1('r(' wa
 immcdiatel)" a 
mini..tl'l' to redte (livine collo.PIl(,". 
Betic relah,'
 that \\ hell till' king gave a hor
e, :1(lorn('(1 with royal trapping
, 
to the holy bi:--hop Aidan, that he mir,.ht use it\\hen m .... ry, for healwa)':,went 
on foot, \idan gave him in r'turn a poor lUan ; ami when the king l"ompbiuf'tl, 
he appl'3'-('(1 him hy :--..tying, "I.; that ofT..pring of a marc .Il'arer to thl'f' than a "on 
of God .?" Till' king wa., :-(.i;.cd with "'l1ch rl
v('r(,l1(,l', that hc fell on hi... knl'C
, to 
the great :--nrprisc of the holy man; who exprp . I hi
 f('ar:o; privately to other:oo, that 

o humble a kill
 \\"a... not long f(-)I" thii world. 
t. Cæ..areu
 
id, that hi:-hop., 
were bound to th(' mmo..t frugalit)", ho\Ve\"('r rieJr the chllreh lI1i
ht IX'. ,,
()t 
only the tithN are 1Iot our:-" hut wh3tt.\"l'1' w(' ha\"c }"('l'('in"C.I from GOtI more than 
i:-, nl'l.'('.......ary.forn.., we onght to give to thl' poor."t In the-.c ag'....; th(' laity "t"re 
tau
ht that thc.\' too, be...i,le theil' t('nth=", ought tl) gi\"c their :--npt"rfluity to the 
poor. In pri\'atl" .John the \Imoner, patriarch of 6\1(,
:II1thia, woul,1 rl'taill 
nothing' ('o...tly for him..df. bon1t'timl'
 a ridl l"iti:n.n woul(1 H'IUI him a woolll'l1 
('O\.erill
 fi}r hi
 1)('d, with a large 
um, !-ayill!!" that if 11<' 10\,('.1 him, he woul,1 u..:e 
it. John C'omplil'll ftlr one night. only, :u)(1 his donU':--ti(....; l1('ar.1 him ('omlpmn him- 
f- ,If for 
uch IU
lIry, while so 111:111) poor w('re :-\tar\'in
 with roM. At (lawn of day 
h
 :-tarted from that pl'cciou'i beJ, and N.nt it tn hc ...oM 
Ir tht' poor. Paftlnlu
, 
hi...;laop of Lyon..:, in hi... life of lIint'm:u', archhi"hop of lthl'im...;, gi\."... a won- 
(I<'rflll ac('ount of the himplic'ity and au:--terity of that holy man'
 li\"ing. In 
the time of LOlli... the Pion.. thc (.It'r ,r \" \Vt'I'C on.l('red to lay a..i.le all heIt... and 
, h.. . 
ornamcnts of gold and silver,! \\ hich when Tara..:iu..; 
u('('('('''11('(1 to the patriarchal 
H'e of Con:-:tantinoph', he al
o prohihited to all m(,lUhl'r
 of tilt' (.ll'll

'.
 ßal- 
""amon, illu:-trating the ('anon of a cnUl1t"il, ...how..; thc iIH1t'('orurn uf a derk 
\\"earin
 a military ornament, an(1 the r:,thers of the 
e\'l'1Hh 
lleral council 
expr
.J the :-ame 
entiment, adding, "all mark
 of hon...ring ßlul hodily 
ornament are foreign from the 
al'('rt1otal on.I<'r:'11 .xl'vl'rthel
, h'e..;, 
hi
hop of Chartre.., writing to Pope Pa...;('hal thc '('on<1, appmrs to ha\"e b('(,11 
}X'r:-naded that, in hi..: age, it was nl'C('ssary to ke<>p up the f('lõ:pect of men for thp 
epi
opal office, by some exterior marks of dignity ;.
 ami thi:o; is thc wurc r
lUarh.- 


· Leg. II. Epi
t. 37. 
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allIe, as I \"e
 was deeply- learned in the 3ncil'nt di:ò;.cipline of the churc.h, and mo"t 
:m.lent in his 10\"e ofhol.r po\"erty. St. Bernarù would allow of lIO secular \'ani- 
tif'S in those who heM oenefil'es, "It is granted that you shou1d li\"e of the altar, 
but it doe:, not fc.)Ilow that .r ou are to luxuriate of the altar. 'rhate\"el' YOll retain 
of the aIt3r bc:ò;.ide:-; nec(':-;:o:ary fi)Od and :-;imple raiment, is not yours; it is r3pillL', 
it is :,al'rilt'ge."* IIi...: conteml'orary, Gilbert, bi:-;llOp of London, ga\"C all th3t he 
pO:':'C
:O:t.d to the puor, and li\"eù in voluntary po\"erty. 
Peter, the \'enerahle 3bbot oÎCluny, would ne\'er 
uffer anY' other but a \\ ooden 
cro:o:-: to be pre,,;('me(l to the dying. "Yhen the bl
1 
\.ntolline, archbi:o:hop of 
Flurenl'e, died, all that was found in his pabee con
i:-ited in 
ome of the poorest 
furniture 3ml a mule, and he \\"3S, therefore, buried at the public expen...e. The 
ble
SL.d Laurence ,Justinian, the fir
t of the Yenetian patl'iarch:;.;, had only a fam- 
ily of fi\'e Een-ant:..: ; his table wa
 mo!Ot frugal, and though con:,tantly reading or 
\\ riting, he had not e\'en any books of" hi:..: own. Thoma::; Cantipratensi
 shows th3t 
)Iauril'e, archbishop of Houen, pre:-;cribed to hi:..: :-;te\\"3rd, that out of an annual 
1:'1Ipply of 12,000 livre:5, he W3S to dl'\"otc two 01' three thou:,aml to the expen:o:e
 of 
his family, a11lI that the rest was for the poor."!" He al:o'o mentions a certain 
Dllminican, who became bi:,hop uf Bosnia, and when he h3(1 a Ylarly return of 
bOOO marc:-:, hardly expended 3ny thing on himself or hi:..: family, not e\'en keep- 
ing a hor:-;e, but only an a..;:-:, which u
('d to carry hi
 book,; 3nd 
:1crcd furniture; 
he made his \"i:,itation:5 011 foot, accompanied with brethren of hi:-.ortler, gi\"ing 
great alm
, and preaching by the way.
 
t. Bern3rd commemoratt';;' thl' :--implicity 
of the ble:--:-;èd )Ialachy, archhi.;;.hop of 
\.rmagh, who re:5en"OO nothing fixed for 
hilJl
df, no 3110wance for his tahlp, not e\"en a hou';;'l', !-pending his whole timp 
\"!
iting different part:'; of his province, li\"ing by the work of hi.; hand:-:, :uHl 
sleeping by night in the churche:o:. lIe tra\'elled on foot, a bi..;llOp alul a. Il'
ate. 
Xot different in manner from ::;t. )Ialachy, W3S St. Charle..:, archbi
hop uf 
Iilan. 
Xu one 3ppeared rn his hou..:e but clerk
, or !Ouch at lea:.t a" wore a cleriC"J.l dr
:-. 
No luxuries were on hi.;; table, no exqui:;ite painting:,; in hi
 hall, alt! ou
h tlipy 
gn>atly delighted him; but the w311:..: were naked and white. Cardinal Ximinc..., 
3rchbishop of Toledo, would always tra\'e! on foot, or riding on an 3"'::'. 
o finp 
furniture, no golden or sihyer \"
els 3ppeared in hi
 p
llace ; mill under the pur- 
l,le which became hi
 office, he wore the h3bit of his ortler, and !'lept upon the 
poor bed which wa
 pre:ò;.Cribed by the ru]ps of;.,1. Franeis. To him \\Yadding 
3pplies the de:o'cription of 
\grippa, saying that he wa
 always nearer to ru
ticity 
than to delight:;:.
 L:1:-,tly, all the ancient canons relati\"e to the simplicity and 
fruh":llity belonging to the 
al'erdotal manners, were confirmed by the council of 
Trpnt,1I whieh pronounced "that tlu>y should hold out a modpl to all other men, 
of frug'J.I it)" , mode:-;ty, and continence; that the bi:-:hops 
houlù be content with 


* Epi..t. II. t Lih. I. cap. 8. 
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mo..lp.4 furniture and with !o'implc fiu'e; and that n()thin
 
honld p\9pr apl)(>:tr in 
thl'ir llOlI
l
 or IlllXh. of life whil'h \\:i:'\ ("ollll
U')' to this holy ill:-,titut(', anù \\ hich 
(li\1 not he"pl.ak :-implieit.)", thc I'cdl for (;od, .IIHI a contl'mpt fur v:lllity:'* 
B)" tl.l' ('olm('il of 
\gatha, a:, al 0 hy that of 1-:P3011(' in :;17, bi:,hop:" pril':o,t:"J, allll 
,I('aeon... are forbidclell, on pain of fõll"!>Clbi 011 , to kl.'t.p dUb 
 alill hird
 for hUIII II 
, 

t. nlillif:u'l.', ar('hhi
hop of 
hYt'n('(', prohihih'\l till' eh'rgy from :111 IHl1Itill
.t 
:'-\imilar prllhibition.; werc madc hy \':u'iou.. (,olllll'ikt By thc ('oulleil of Trull, 
c'\'en till' laity Wl'n' forLiddl'lI to appc'at' at puhlic :-p d:u.le", uf cla.wiw r ; ami the 
eOllll('il
 uf "pain \\ er(' mo..t :-l'\"l'r.' upon tl1('111 \\ ho a;:)...btl"\l at till' p.-ofallc dallcL.i 
1,...fèH"c till' l'Imn'hp... on till' fl'
ti
al... ofth(' 
'1int:-'. :'t. \mhro...l' :-ay-, "\r C find 110 
ju..t mall in Ill(' numlter of hUlItt'rs throu
hout tile \\ hole 
l>I'ic'" of tl.c fo;l'l'il'tll..es.
 
TIll' Pytilagon':U!
 dill not allow them"l'ln':i to hUllt ill :-0 dlat at l...a...t the an- 
('ient philo,,"ph,Y \\ ouM appro\"c of thc e('Cle:,ia:-:tical di
ciplillc in thi
 rc..
.t, \, hich 
mi
ht bc irk..ome tll mere :sulitar)" ru..til'
. 
B). the ('oulleil of 'lal'on, in 5
:;, hi..hol':,\ w('re {m.Lich)l>n to guard their hOIl
M 
\\ith ,lo

, :1:-1 "c'ing ('\Intrary to IIII:--pitality. Tllf
 anc'icnt call(lIl:o>l'(III:lII.r prohihit- 
c'(l th' dcrgy from all gal1ll"S at clicc (lr tahl(':;, or l'lal....., wlail'h were al:--o f'lrhic1lll'n 
h
. the law
 of J u..tinian, ami Ly the ap ..tolie ('.111011-;, the prohiLition, laO\' c\"er, 
was cxtenòl'(l (tlually it) the laity. 
:-o.t. Ca.....arl'u,.:, at .\.'1(.:-:, h:lll alway:-- a taLle prl'parl,() COl' glll'
t", .1IId clerg.\'nu.n 
"ho travt.'lll'\l. '\\llilc hc lin_'\llIo UIIC (':lIl1e to .\1,1(.", a
 to a :--tl
lII
C ('it)" but:
 
to his (1wn hOI1:-'l'. ..-; .\.t th" c meals thcre was ah\ ay
 a :-acl"l'(lll'''
1)1I I"l'ad aloUt), 
:u'('onlillg' to univer
1 n:-a
(' ill Epi
('opal hou
l':--, c\.cn \\ h('11 ...tmngl'.':-; were 
c'nh'rtai.u'\l. The ('oUlll.il of Toledo on)erc.tI that the Holy 
'ripturt... :--hollhl he 
1"(':111 nlotul at t h(' tahle of bi:-hop.., ** from \\ ho
e hou:--l's t he l'U
tOIll l'a-
('cl to the 
Court of '('ular:-" fi)r not oilly Charlcmau'lU' wlu'n (.nh.rtaining kinO'.., anti pri\.ate 
lloLlemcn at their feudal mallor
, but abo the Grcc'k l'mperor.. at Con!'tallt i lIopl(', 
hall always 6ùmpthin
 
ùh'mn from the holy iathcrs re:ul ulOiltl at table. 

t. Gn'gory of Tours de:-:('ril,...
 tllC' Jl}Olla..tel'Y a:..,l ho..,piee built hy nnl1lllolu:" 
bi:-,hop of 
lans. ..\i th > poor w('re often e
I'Iu<lc'\l frolll c'lIh.ring by thc guarJ.. 
who hept watch upon the wall:" he Lllilt till' ho..picc without the wall:"" and pIaCl'.r 
therc twcnty monJ..') anti an abbot who '" duty it was t\') 
how ho:--pitality to the 
poor.tt Gn'l!'ory the (;"(':.11 ('ntertainecl all 
tran
er
 who camp to 1
'Hlle ; tt atHl 
hl' gave attention to ('3u:-,e oth('r hi:-,hop:-; to ('x('rl'i...c Iw:--pitality. \\ïll'n he invited 
)Iarianu:-" archbishop of ({a\"enna, to HonH', to ('on
ult thl' ph",
i('ialì
, h(' :uh.i!'('(] 
him to appoint some pct:'OIl in his ab:iCllcc \\ 110 should :-'lIppl)" hi:-; placl' in l'lIter- 


* Sc<;s 2:;. Thomassin. III. Lib. III. cap. 2-1. rap. 41. t Fpi..t. C\". 
t COllcH. Eru,oueus Can. 4; Concil. }.iptinclI<I. Can. 2 : ConcH. RUl"ssiones. CUll 3; ('oncii. 
Till)!. Call. 51. lihcr Prenitcllt. Gr(,
OIii, P. III; l"olH'il. Turoncns, Ill. C.m. 7; CoocH. Galt 
t 'm. II. p. 1;'7. 

 .\mb. in Psa1. 11
. 0('1. f:_ J) 
r,. f'. 11. I Jamb1ich. ('liP. 2
. · Yifa f'jn!:. Lih_ 1. f'. 31. 
-. Cun. ï. tt SuaHs di..t6 .:\laiæ. t: JulIn. Diacon. Lill. I r. c. l
. 
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taining gt1(\...t
 at Ra\"{'nna. Pope l[m.tin rpplil'tl to c{'rtain imp('ri.ll (!lw<4ioll:O-:l:O- 
to the l't'CCption that the }mtl'iar('1a P,yrru", would IllCt..t at l
olll{" "Do .)"Ull not 
know the Roman church ? En
ry 'Hetched man that comc:; there is J"('l'ein'{} to 
ho
pitality; all things lleeJful are gin
n to Ililu. 
t. Pdl'r rtjc'("ts Ill) on(', 
\'ncli 
:\way nû oue without gift
. The while::-t bre:.ul and diverse kilHl of willl's are 
given to him 
md tû all who bc10llg to him. If thi..: be clone to mi!'t'rable per- 

on:o:, what l'xpen...e would be !--pan.tl on the r('ceptioll of 
llch all honorable gue
t 
:1..; a bi:o:lwp ?"* 
t. Benedict prescribed in his rule the cou
talJt pmctice of 11(11'- 
pi ta lit
., (\speciall y to t he poor and to :-otrangers, beca u:,e in them Ch ri
t i., Illore 
imlllediately receivcd.t Isidore admits or no bounds to Epi
'opal hospitality, 
1'rl)l11 the motive of the
c words of Christ, " IIospc::, fui etsu
('epi:;tis rue." _\. laie 
receidng one or two fulfils the duty of hospitality. A bi
l)(Jp, if hedoth not l'e- 
ceive aB men i
 inhumall.t If all the faithful should desire to hear that 
en- 
tf'l1(,(" IIo:õ:pes fui, 
l(ldre:,sell to them::;elve::;, IHm much more th(' hi
hop whose ho:-- 
tel ought to be open to everyone. 
H()
pitality bec'ame alm
ed in 
ome of the monasteries of Spain, 80 that the 
monk... were forhilldpn hy a council to recei,'e any seculars eXl'Ppting the poor, all(l 
tho.:e of 
ueh known ,'irtue 3011(1 religion, tllat there would he no interruption to 
the silence and the 
acred lei:o:ure of the doister.
 The councils amI capitularies 
were also expre:-:o; in forbidding I)rip
t
 and monks to enter a tavern for f:ake of 
mting and drinking.1I The council::; ofRheims and }'rancfort repeated this pro- 
hibition, Lut ease
 of neee'3Sit,y on ajourney w('re alway:o: excepted. _\. certain bishop 
,\ ishecl to mal,e a (listinction hetween dice and C'hes:o:, at the latter of whic'h he had 
pl:tYf'J, but he reeognizl,tl hi... {'nor, and had fi)r hi:>; penanC'C to recite till' P:-,aher 
three times, to wash the feet of twelve poor, all(l to gi,'c money to eaeh of them. 
This was pre;;:eribed by Peter Damian. The councils {""CIl indudcd che:-:s in their 
prohibition. 
 Recreations that J"t':,embled an occupation, eon
tant society, am] in- 
C('..;
nt greeting-;, woulel ha,'e but ill agreed with the office of tho:--c who were 
{'harged to salute no man by the way, amI who w('re forbicldcn to pa:;::; from house 
to house. The chief men in philo:-:orhy, aecoHlin
 to the di:,ciplil1e of Pytha
o- 
ra..., were to know nothing of the Forum or of the court., of j list ice, or of the ::5tate 
councils, to keep aloof from political faction
, and tho:o:e concl'rncù with tll(' crea- 
tion of magistratf'
, and not 
o II1l1ch a'ì to dream of suppers or other fea:o't
. ** Ci- 
cero thinks that Erueins fu1Jy cleared Sexius Ro
cius from the charge of Juxur
', 
whf'n I1f' i'aid that hp was never even }we:;;{'nt at any banquet.t
 Thc...c \"ie\\s har- 
monized with the ecclesiastical cli
cipline. By the canOliS of the council oi L)"ons 


* narOD. an. 643. t Cap. 53. 36. t De Ofik. Ecclt-
. Lib. II. cap. :i. 

 ConcH. Matisconens. Can. 5; ConcH. 
u. 
sionens. Can. 3; Conei1. IIerdens. ('an.l; ConcH. 
Gall. tom. II. p.9-1. l.ï2. 2:l2; Capitular. Carol. 'lag. Lih. I. c. 'j0. and Lib. VI. c. 285. 2
6; Lib. 
Vll. c. 91, 92. 93, 103. 104; ConcH. '[ogun. Can 17. 
I ('oneil. Oal1. tom. II. p. 136. Capituiar. Lih. I.c. 14. 
*. JambJich, .\dhortat. aù Philo
oph. cap. 14. 


, ConcH. ßitcrrens. :m. t::..;;.ï. 
tt Pro. 
. Ro
io. 
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in the ,"('ar 475, 3ml hy the council of .\g-Ilt' iu !)()6, clerk", ,n're forhiddf'n to ap- 
lX'arat hanquet-; : hy the C"..Inon
 of Chro(lugallg, all a:o-.-,t'lllLlil'i of 111t:1I, "heLilcr 
cour
 or tribunal, or f
t:3, or ('onvi\"ialllll.(,ting=-, are to he shunncd by th('111 
IS 
f:.O man)" ehains ot ph>.lSun'S. The company of t-("('ular:-, and c
peciaIly of the great, 
is to he u\"oid('(I, :-õay th(' Engli..;h ('anon
. * ];y the (,,:1II01l
 of the council of 01'- 
]eall":, in the )"c.'a.. 533, it was onlerc.'ll that 110 pri(.:--t 
h(lulc.1 r(.:-i(1c.. with :-.('culars 
without the p('rmi':o-ion of his hi..,hop. "fhl' ('.'oll\"ivial ml'('tings uf S4'(,IIJar
 nre 
to be a\"oidl.u," Ea
's ::'t. JerOIll(', '\Titing tu a priu-t, "aOlI r':-pccialJ)' of thoæ 
who are pufl__'(1 up "ith hOllo
"t 
IIo:-=pitality, however, was uf grc.'at IIIOlJlt'nt in the in:--titutions of deriC'.d1 life. 
,\ hen Li
hopi tran,IIL'l1 th(')" were c.'ntertailU'll hy uthl'r hi:,hops: hel!l'e the ('0111- 
plaints of 
t. Chrr"o..tom to Pope Illnoc..
nt t.'Ol1ceTning Theophilus, Bi
hop Ilf 
.\lexamlria, hl'<..'au:--e coming to Con
talltinopk' he hac.l not c.lc...ccnc.lcc.l at the bi:,llOp's 
hou:--c, where all thillg
 \,ere read)' to refrc..::-h him.! hr. .\lIgIl4in had alwa).s 
me.1t for his gue:--t:,. XU7ianz('n :-;ays that Julian wi:--hc.'(1 to in:--pire the hl'atlll'lIi 
"ith this :-pirit of h():)pitality, but that the lrcntile o.;upe
tition refu
ec.l to illlitdte 
it.
 The '\.gapæ, howcvcr, were aUcnùctl "ith such abu f'" that St. .Ambro:--e and 
St. .Augu
tin 1--uC('C('(lec..l in aholi,hing them.1I .A ,'itu" archbishop of Yienne, 
gav(' )Ia..'\.imbn, a bi!'hop, a letter of introduction to Cæ
art'u:o:, arehbi
hop of 
\.rl
, 
in which he 
a)"s, "a pri
t can llcvcr be callcc.l a foreigner \\ herever the Catholic 
Church is found."" 
Charlemagn<, u..."Cd oftcn to be cntertain('(,l at bishop')' hou!'c:" "here he W
 al- 
ways" dlr<'C'Ci"N1. It was nnder:-;tooc1 that all person=, of puplie offit.'C coming 
to hi
 l'ourt, or n.turning from it, t-holiid be rl'('ci"NI in th<, bishop:--' pala('C'; 01' in 
monasterics j but to meet thi
 claim there wa
 .1n C
prl''';:-' law in fa,'or of the 
host
. ":Similarl)" al
 \\ c d('('rcc that thc manner of sileuC(' and of canonic.al quiet is 
to be oh-ern'(l 
o 
 tv be di
turb<,d hy no exterior gucst."** "-mlth isexhau
t- 
{'(I h,. f:('('u1ar o:--tcntation, 1I0t by EpiseopaI dIarit)", 
o that while kings and noLlc::J 
were well cntcrtail)('(I, there were never wanting :--lIpplies fc)r innumerable poor. 
Thi,::, ùi'l'ipline of "gist" i.o; hardly fcHlml out of France, where the ro)'al majesty 
and the <'pisropac}' "ere 80 clo""Cl)" united in 
entin}('nt and object. 
J n the time of Charlemagne it appe.1rs that thc council insisted upon four things 
to be ob
rv<-'(l in J-:piscopal ho:,pitality-frngality in the far(', the pre:-;enceofthe 
POOl', ami of strangers tra,.elling, and 
piritllal reading.tt There i
 the following 
law of Charles the RaId. ""
 e wi
h that pricsb, who ought to sho" a good ex- 
ample to all men, lllay be ho...pitable. Let thcm alsu admonish their parishioners 


· Crodogangi RpglJh Canonic. cap. 58. apud Dacber. SpiciJeg. tom. I. 
t Epist. XXXIV. aù Kcpoti.ln. * 8ocrat. I.ih. YlI. ('.4. 11. 1
. 
 Orat. I. In Jut 
I Baron. an. 291. -; Epist. IX. CoucH. Cæs:lraugu
t. Ill. Can. 3. 
.* Thomass. III. Lib. I. cap. 39. 
tt Concii Rcmens, II. Can. 7. 18; ConcH. Tnronens. lIT. Can. 5, 6; Concil. Paris, VI.Cao. 
14 Cuuei!. .\ql\i
g rom. 11" Can. 1. 3, Capitular. I. c. 'j;j. 
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to }". 1IOSIÚtab)c, mul never to refuse a lodging to those who are travclling. AmI 
that all OCCa...;iOll of rapine lUay be taken away, let nothing be sûld Òearer to way- 
farers than it was in the markets: but if the\" wi::;h to 
cn dearer let the travel- 
01 , 
ler5 refer this to the priest, and let them sen according to hi::; 
entcnce, with hu- 
manity."* 
\Yherever there was a parish priest there was a bouse to receive strang<-rs and the 
poor, and a ho.;;pice for the purpose wa.; always adjoining a catlu..'Ùml church.t 

\ll this may still be verified by experience in othcl' lands. From Engelberg, 
with one companion, I cro::;Sl,>d the Storek Alp, and de
ccnded on a 
ulUmer's 
evening into the l\Ielch Thai which jOillS the \'ale of 
aruen. Klnpol hath hut 
a few houses aud a church, but the curate remarked us from his window, amI in- 
vited us into his house. A::; the rain had falIcn in torrents during many huur,.:, 
we had made Lare our feet, and having a carcle..<Õ:8 li\"cry, that argued no gl'cat 
wealtb in the posse
sor5, that ho
pitality had all the merit ofLeing offered to the 
poor. Xever shall I forget the gracious bene\"olence of that good priest, aUlI his 
holy simplicity; for when the bell toBed during :-,upper, he ill\"iteò us to re}>mt 
\\ ith him the angel's salutation. The council of Trent confirmed all the ancil'nt 
muons enforcing the exercise of ho=,pitality,! and e
pcciall)" pre:"cribing it to 
bishops, to be observed without respect of pcrsous. It wai' the ancient rule that 
the poor were first to be received, and that the rich were not to be cast out. The 
ho
pitality of the cLurch to the poor was for their relief, that to the rich W
 
like a snare to entice them to be bountiful, that thf')" might contribute to support 
the poor, and also that the sanctity of the cloi:4er might produce a 
alutary im- 
pres
ion upon the minds of the rich, and gradually win them from the world, bO 
that seculars themselves might learn from frequenting the
e seminarie:3 to luye 
and practi::e the simplicity, the religiou
 quiet, the piety anù the hea\"cn)y COII\"er- 
sation of holy men. S. Liudger used to invite both the poor and the rich to din- 
lIer, and during the banquet he used to supply thew also with the sweet delight.; 
of :"piritual fi)od. 
It D111
t, howc\'cr, have tried the zeal and charity of holy wen, when to further 
their devout o}
ect, they were obliged to conform to popular cu:;toms, which WC1'C 
semi-barbaroll
. "
illiam of l\Ialmesbur)", in his life of "
olstan, bi
hop of \Y 01'- 
Ct':,ter, says that, "he was most abstemious at table, although in his hall, after 
the manner of the Saxons, -men used to drink whole hours after dinner, while' he 
sitting by would ruminate on the P
alms. Y ct in his order he would pretend to 
drink; others poured out foaming cups; he holding his poor little vase would invite 
them to hilarity, 6ati
fying more the cu
tom of the country than the judgment of 
his own mind."9 Thé house of S. Charles at 1\Iilan, was open to all the world. 
"There," says Gio
:o:o, "were poor people. and pilgrims, and strangers of distant na- 
· Capit. Carol. Calvo p. 471. tRegular. Crodogan. cap. 45 ; Concil. Aquisg. 141 
t Cap. 23. 

 Willielmi Malmesburicnsis d
 Gcstis POlltitìcum ..\ugloruUl,- Liu. IV. 
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tiou:" ('ar<Jina1
, hi
h(lpo: pr(.Jat(.
, vi(,:lr
, and prn(,ur:lt()r
, :11)(1 !--orrwtinw...: lie ,,"ouId 
gi\"c thc.-;t. gu . to: hor:o-t':o. amlmoul')' to (,lIahle Iht'lll to pur:o-u<, t lU'irjourm')". "* Th,,'rl' 
are extaut !t.tter.; of "'I. t 'hndt'..., rdating h"w he I"t'('f'iv 1..1 "'OUlt: Eugli:-.h 
tudellts 011 
their "3)" to nome, alHI 
a)"iug how he \\ i:--h((1 that in future all who p.........((1 "ould 
\"i...it him, that Ill' might ('utert:lill tllt'lll whill' nt 
Iilall. \\ïlfn"l, a young En- 
gli:,hmau, h('ing on hi
 pilgrimug(' to Hom(' ('ame to LYOIl:OÖ, "hcre he und all hi:i 
('oml1auiolls were )"('('l'i\"('(1 hy the .\rchbi:-.hop nalfillu
, who wa
 so pleased \\ ith 
his gmciou... appe.1r..mæ :mù mallner!', Ù13t he pro( c:. '<I detaining him, of1el'ing him 
hi... ui('('e ill m.IITi:Ig'(', nnd the. overnm('lIt of n gn'at part (If (;:1111, and promi...ing 
that h(' \\ould ht' 11 fiath('r to him; hut" ihrt'tl 1"('pli('(I, "I lIlu:oöt fulfil my vow
 to 
(;(,,1, \\hi('h n'<l'lin'that 1 :o-hould vi...il tlit' apo:--tulic ..eat, in onkr that I may Imrn 
the I ule-; of et."CI('
ia...timl tli
('iplilU', to the ('lid that our nation may bt'tter bCrn
 
(rotl, nJllI that 1 may he n1,l(' to "'
P(.t't the n'"nrd promi
'tl to him who lea\"e:i 
fi1tlit'1. ulHllJ)otlwr tlaat he may po:--'(....
 l'(('rllal liff'." On his rf'tllrll, hO\\e\
('r, he 
("(.mailll'ti thr<'C )'l'ar
 with till' arehhi...llOp, learning l11all)" thiug
 from the learnl'(l 
dodoI''; \\ hn 
urroumlt.tI him. "t 
Epi:--L'opallibcrnlit). in themitldlcng. \\3 worthy ofkin
. Ileal' "hat ":Jy...the 
hi!--torian \\ hn rl'lah..; tht' roronatiol1 of Philip r. at Hht'im..; in the Yt'ar IO;J9, af- 
t,,'r tl(',('ribillg the 
ol{'mn ('l'r(.mony: " .\ II tlll''''f' thillg:-- I'a...:--('(I with tile gl"('3t('
t 
c.ll'\"otiou :11)(1 th(' JlIo...t li\.eJy joy. The .\rdlhi:oölulp (;('r\"ai:-. r(.('t.in'Cl an tll(' a.;- 
:--islants \\ ith kilUllH''', :aUtI ('utcrtaim,<J tlU'm !arg..!)' :at hi
 0\\ n ('xp('nSt., althotl
h 
he \\3.3 not bouud to T(ffi\"eany om' uul .... tla(' king him.....lf; hut lit' did it tor the 
honor of hi
 dum.h and through gCIH'ro
ity."t 
"" e havc alr
uly :--('t'll enou:.,d1 to he ('onvint'('tllhat thf' iUtlirt'(.t inflll( n
 of the 
clergy c.lurilw tllC middle :lgt'
 IUU...t Ita\"(' I)('('n imm('IJ '; it n'lIwiIJ"; to examine 
the dir 'Ct and !'pecific channels hy whieh the jll...ti('C of th 1-'-C who \\ ere .....p3rate to 
the ('1.ur('h wa.. mad... to flo\\ through till' (lifferent membeN of the Chri:--tiall 
...tatl'. The
(' lIJay h(, ('on,idt'I"l't1 in twof(,ltI C"apacity, ortlillary, ullin
a), aUlI 
\\ hat may be tt'rml'tl (It.votiouaI, 1)(')"011(1 what \\ a:oö of J,:t'n('r:11 ohl i
at ion to meet p:ll'- 
ticular uc('

ion.... I n
t:l1l('PS of tilt' latter Illight early he multi plil'tl from the hooks 
Ilot only of ('('('lLsi:lc:.tical, Lut also of civil hi..:tor)". 
t. Columh.1Il in the fiHh elntury 
was horn in Irelan(l, in the Provint'(> of L(.in
tt'r j lit' I(.n hi... ('olllltr)" to preach 
throll
h Gau), \\ here lit' r.li:--l'C) him
.lf pO\\"t'rfIlJ ('ut'mip'i h
' hol,ll)" ;u)moni"hing 
...illners. Fl"l'tlpgair(' !':ay
 in his hi:4or)", ,. I n the f(mrt{'(.nth 
"('ar of the reign (If 
flll'ooori(', the n'putation of 
t. Colllll11>.,1.n had !'prr.ul tllI'OIl:.dl aJl the ('itie
 and 
I )rovil)('('.; of Gaul allt1 Gerruam". Beinu. ulli\.e
aJh" \"('n('r:at('(1 tIlt' kin
 Theo- 
. b 0/ ..... 
cloric u:--",<.1 often to vi...it him nt Lu'\.cuil, in order hUlll1.l)" to b('g the (lVOI. of his 
pra)"l'r:-:. I raving receivl'tl him frt'<}uently in hi.. mona:-ìtery. the mau of nod !ft.. 
gan to (lu
tion him and to a
k how he couhl deliver him')Clf np to adultery with 


· Thnmas
. Pars II 1. Lih. Ill. cap 4i. 49. 
t 
hbiil()n 
\c(n. 
. OrtÌini.. fklll did. .::.(.t'. lY" Pars 1. cap. 4- 
* Collcctùl.s )lcD. rt'lat. ..L r IIi
t..tv F.ance. toW. VII. 92. 
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concnbines rath er than enjoy the happilw:,
 of marria}.,l
." 1....011 -e ho\\ the a('''' 
tion of the dl'rgy ('omment't':-, untIl'l' till' f
II'm of ho:-pitality. Behold it no\\ in 
the C:I!'ual il1tereour
e oflifl'. It happenl'(l Oll("{' that ht. Yalery, abhot of 
t. Yal('r) 
of Pieard
', "ho died in fj2
, when returning on foot from a pla('c ('alll'(l CaYl'u
 tf. 
his mona:-tery, in the winter time 
topp('(1 to warm him:"elf, Oil a("('ount of the extr.'m 
cold, in a llOuse by the way sifll'. The ho:-t and hi
 companion..." who ought to 
ha\'e received 
ueh a gue:;t with grt'at rt':,pt'l't, hl'gan on the cOlltrary to 
I)('ak with 
the judge of the place in a very light alHI impropf'l' lIIalllH'r. F'aithful to hi:- eu..... 
tom of alwa)'s applying to corrupt and hideo1l:-: wound:-; the r-;alutary rellll'(ly of the 
Divine worò, he endeavored to l'orrect them, :-:aying, ")ly 
Oll:;, ha\"e you 1I0t .'" 'J) 
in the Go:òpel that in, the (lay of judgment we r-;hall have to render an aN'Ounf of 
e,'ery I ight won]?" but they, de..;pi:-,i IIg h i
 a<l mOlli t ions, ahamlOlH'd th('m
{,l \"t':". morl'" 
alHlmore to gros.-; amI immode
t language, for the mouth :,pl'al
s out of thc a1,un- 
dauL"e of the heart. Upon which he said, "I ha(l wisheJ, on aceoullt of the cuh1
 
to \\arm a little my fatigued body, hut your guilty di
eour:òe ohliges me to with- 
draw still fl'Ozen a:-; I am," and 
o :-:ayillg he went out of the hou
e.* I.Æ't \I,:; take 
an instance from tll{' Saxon chronicle. ,. Eadbalù, king of Kent, relloun('ed hi
 
bapti:-õnl and li\.ed in a heathen mannel', so that he took to wife hi:; father's widow. 
Then Laurentius, who was archbi
hop in Kpnt, re50lvM to depart southward 
over 
ea, amI abandon every thing. But there ('ame to him in the night the Apo:o;- 
tIe Petpr, and sc\'er(-Iy eha:-,ti:-:ed him, because he would so desel't the flock of G()(1. 
And he charged him to go to the king, and teach him the right belief. 
\lId he 
did so; am} the king returned to the right belief." 
S. AMI'ic, bishop of Sells, a., he 
t one day near the church of St. Stephen, 
saw pa
.;; a lU:\n named l\Iarrymardus, who
e countenance and gait ga\'e evi- 
dent indication of his mind's insolence. The prelate not daunted by hi:-: t
rrible 
look:;, proceeded to admonish him, that if he had sueh authority over other:5 he 
ought to show that he coulò go\"ern also himself, and to remillò him that he \Va...; but 
dust anò ashes, and thus pouring in wine and oil into the woumis of thi:-; poor man, 
he succeeded at length in removing pride and vanity from hi:-õ Ilt'art: in
omn("h that 
this haughty governor of the state submitted him:òelf aftcrwal'd
 to the humLI 
condition of a mouk.t 
'Vhen Philip 1. wa..: endeavoring to have his marriage "ith the \'irtuou.. 
Bertha declared lJull, through aD adulterous pa!'siou for Bertr:.ul(', wife of the 
count of Anjou, and had even summoned the ar('hbi:,hop of Rhcim:o', I Vl'S d(' Char- 
tre..;, and other prelates, to as!'7i
t at hi:-õ marriage, he found in I Vl':i an in
l1l)('rahlp 
obstacle. Thi:, worthy stJcces.
or of the ap()
tlf':-; immediately wrote to him c.ll'dar 
ing that he would lIe\'er consent to bp prl':'l'nt at !--tJch an act, "If a council 
were t() he summoned," said he, " it mig-ht ht> ('xamined whether you can lawfully 
be divol"(
d according to the canons; but now, since I am absolutely C311f'<i 


· Acta S. Or<\. S. Rened. tom. 11. 86. 


t Jtbbi11on, Acts $. Oro" Bened. :::'æcul. 1\.. Pars L 
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to Paris, to a,...i"t Ilt }"our l1lölrriagr- with one whom I know not" lu>tber Fhe cau 
lit, 
'our wife, 011 :1("('OlInt of my ron
.ipnce, whi(.h 1 must pl"(
t'T\'e l)('tore Gm, 
-anel on 3('("01Il1t of my lanw, \\ hi('h :l good pril'4 
houl,lll1&tintai n l
.forp t ho!.:t. who 
.ero \\ ithout, 1 woul,1 ratlwr that a millston' w('re ti(.d to my 11l'('k, allil that J 
were ('U...t into the N,':l, rath('r than h
. m(' the weakt....t of the WP.lk .shnuld be of- 
{prulf'fl. "* At the same tiw ' he wrot to dIe 81'f'h hi
hop nf UllPim:;, to coDvince 
-him that hp ('oul(] uot iu ('on...cit.uce make this marria
p, awJ tn tlIP 1lI"(.hhi
hop 
of L)'nlh, 1t'
ah' of tilt' POPt', to in:--pirt' him with J;t'31 to 01'1'0: > sn('h a M.
uu1al()u!'l 
outrage tn ju
ti('e 'u,,] rt.ligiol!. Th.. letter:-. had full 
Uct.'CS:', for th
 prelates 
(nlfill('() thpir duty a,]mirnhl),.t 
But I "t... c)p ('hartrt...; (li..;tingui..;lu'C'l him'-t If abo,'c them nIl ))y 'Ii
 courage ill ('xc- 
C'nt ing the or(lt'r:-- of t hp POpt' , .Hul t'xlwrt ing the ki ng to 1)('nall(,(, j fi)r wh i(.h he wag 
(
I..t into pri:--oll j alul wh(.n thp l)('t)ple of Chart rt.s were ft)r ddiv(.ring him hy foræ, 
Ja(' DPI)(,
..('t1 tlwm, an(1 tl.'Clared that he "ouM nc,9pr rt'hlrn to bis dlllN'h by vio- 
It-nN', Ilnd that he nnl)' N'lught their prnye
 r.)r hi:.: t.1e1iverallre. From hi
 prishß 
lip wrntp to tIll' king a nohlt' Ipupr, ('OIU'lwling \\ ith ,&':lyillg', that he hop('(l, from 
tlw II1t'f('Y of noel, that hi... l1Iajt'
t y wOIIM know Ol1t' day that tlw WOUlltl
 or those 
\\ ho lo,"e liS, are h(.tter thal1 the dl'("t.itfnl ki
s of tlH .. who flattt'r Ih. In the 
('ount'il of Poictiers, the king 
 a 
'("ontl time (.xrommuuirah'CI, notwith
tallcl- 
ing tl... mo:"t ,'iolt'nt oppo:o.itiol1 hy thp Dukp of \qlJitaine ancl a ('rmnl of 
u- 
1ar
, who :tttt.'mph"t] ('\,PI1 to 
i1I the It'
att':oo, h.\" mOlJntilJg into tlU' hi
h galh.riN 
uf the chnrt'h, mltl th('I1('C ('a
til1,r tlown ...tnnes upon them wllt'n they :.:aw tht>1Il 
ahont to fulminat.-
 the . 'ntt'Jl('f'. Gnp ('('('It. ia....ti(', who stood at their 
idt', was 
kill('fl, anti his blood :-prinkl ..I the altar, hut tlu
 intrepid legatt......., tll :,how how 
Jittl., tlu'y re
rar(lt't] tll(' :--tollf-:O-, whi(.h flpw 011 al1l'idh, (""t'n lnok offtlwir mitre:01 
allll pro('f't'(lt'tl with the H'ntt'n('f', :00 that tlU' fury of the t.:('flitious was in ,.:till. 
The Count W:to; ohlig('fl to make sati:.:faction, allli the ling mHI Bt'rtracle ill('urretl 
the pt'llalty. In rour of time , wIlt n Philip -yinroll'Pal borrow, all(1 diffieultip'i 
werp I1et.'tI1f'Soo;ly thrown in the way nf hi...l)(.ing ah..oh'('(l, it wa
 I n
 d" Chartres 
who (',;lmp forw:ml in hi:.: I)('ha) fin tlU' ('f)\IIwj] of Bt":J1J rpIU'Y, rphnk('(1 tho
 who 
wt're taking a(h'antag' of his c1i:--tn..s:.:, anc] :-.t.jJ;ing him hy the haml, rai
,.,} hiD) 
{rom his kilt ''', :-aying, Ipt uo; t1ppart, hirP, [ ('harge 1l1)"S'.lf with )'onr ah...olmiun; 
tll1I'i fulfilliug what liP ha(1 pr{o(lit't('t1 tn the king, that tit(' wOUlHIs of a friencl 
Wt'ft. I
.ttl'r than thp ki...-; of fl.aUt'rPN, for then h:\(] al1 IIlt'n (.,rsakplI him. At 
Jpn
th aftt.(" 
1I1t'fIII1J)' proflli
il1
 to }('av() Bertrade (.,r >\"cr, the kiug barpfootE.'(1, 
amI with all 
i
n-; of a trne penití'nt, cl)llling before the :Epi )p:ll 
Dlhl)', 
ami lw>gging pardon of the Church ft}r the 
ndal he had gh"en, was ah
ol\'C\1 
along wit h Bf'rtra(]p hr t ht' Ipg".itP. 
St. IbymOlul, of Pcnnafert, horn of that il1u"trious hon
e in Catalonia, in the 
r('ar 1175. which is allied to the king
 of .Arragon, had (,Dtered die order of 
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Sf. Dominick, and had been calIC'd to thc court of Jamcs II. king of Arragon. 
Finding that the king would llot attcnd to dlc aùvi{..-e \\ hich he gave him in the 
affil.il"S of his conS<'iC'nee, he left the court. Thi:i noble firmlH..
", "hich Goo ap- 
proved hya :,triking miracle, brought the king to hilll
elf, awl eau"ed his return 
to the way ofju4ice. 
Pope Clemcnt 'TI. than whom, as Petrarch says, no one could en'r have better 
merited the name,oderoo Casimir, King of Poland, to :o,
lld back his mistre:-.." an() 
tt) he faithfnl to hi:-: wife. This prince at firi't refused, but at length :oòHhmitt
l, 
and underwent the penauce impost.d upon him. 'Vlu
n king Richard wa.-:; "ching 
a bad example to the army of Paladins during their stay in Sicily, a holy man, 
Joachim, C".lme forth from the grottoes of Calabria to remind the pilgrim
 of their 
solemn duty, and to rC':o:train the 
candal of their livu'i.* 
St. _\.nt(}n
. of Padua heard that :the tyrant Eecclinu:i had lately put a nnm- 
ber of men to death at Y' erona. Immediately he went to him, ami entering his 
pre..;ence 
àid, " There is hanging over thee, thou fell tyrant, the horrible doom 
of .\.Imighty God. I-Iow long wilt thou per:,i4 in :o-hed(ling innocent blood ?" 
.All per:,-ons present expected nothing clse but that E(.('dinlls WOIl1<1 onlcr hi
 im- 
ml,<liate execution. The event, howe\.er, was not :-0 j for like a lamb he humbled 
himEdf before the man of God, pro
trated hiru
clf on the ground, confC':o:...oo aloud 
his iniquities, and prollli
 amendment. In fact, Juring the rest of his life, he 
refrained from many crimefo; which he had before been in the habit of ('orumit- 
ting.t Ere we come to the end of our COllr:oòe, we 
hall see what \\ere the suf- 
ferings of the clergy in consequence of their zeal in this re:'pt-'Ct j nc\"erthcle:-,:" we 
may admire here the beauty of thc."5t' in
tances, where the proUtI bold baron, or 
the might)" ruler of the earth, i;; seen to hold their temper in buch high re:-:pect, 
and curb himself e\"en of his natural 
cope, whcn they did cro

 his humor. 
UnJiketheheroofCorioli, the warrior who would have scorned the Coree ofdome:;tic 
affections, and remained inflexible before the tears of suppliant women, became 
gentle when confronted with the plain heroic greatness of the Catholic priest, 
tl.(' humhle minister of the spiritual bociety whose power is still hidden here be- 
low. 
Glabcr Radlllphu!':, a monk of Cluni, who wrotf> in the reign of king Robert, 
relates that a count of Anjou built a church near Tours, in honor of the ccle.;;tial 
hierarchy. ...-\
 he had opp..
ed his people with mall)" injllrie..;, he thought h}" 
building this church to reconcile himself to God. But whcn he a:o:ked the hishop 
of TourJ' to (lediæte it, that prelate r('fu
l to do so, until the count I13d re
tored 
to the poor people all that he had tyranni
\lly extorted from them. Of the zeal 
and in
eniou
 charity of the clergy in converting men to justice, histüry æn fur- 
ni:"h pndl

 details. 
BouI'ÙoÍ15e, a mi
ionary priest in the reign of Louis XII!., on one ocæsion being 
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unable in the morning to rain the attention of <'t'rtain village"" went in the 
eveniug, an(1 fimling thcIll pla
"illg at hmvl::t, pla).l'i.l with thew, null huving per- 
suaùed th. P '3..'-.Jut who W' .. on hi.. :o-i(le, hc ma(l(' U!"c of him to IH.r:-:uaùe the others, 
and bO f'11('('('('(h.d in making tlH'm all li:--h'n to him, amI thu... furni:-:hed them with 
"piritu:\1 
Ut'('Ol".* t't. Franei
 Xavil'r 11
(,Ù to \"i:oõit p('r
on8 of tilt' mo
t ahan- 
dout."(,1 
mner:-:, prph'ndint, to knuw nothinb of their CoU ." (tC lifp, ami hy degrl'f'"i 
introc.lul'ing !'\Ubjl'Ct.. of pielY till lit' POIwerted them. t ".hf"u 
i1ing from ('u('hin 
to C:unh8yn I1I"r(' wa
 in tilt' :--hip a Port u
n
(' 
pntll'man \\ hn made a bo:.t..t of his 
impit'ty. The 
,int imm('(liatwy mark('(1 him out for hi., l'ompanion, tuul ('I)(It'a\'- 
or('(1 to plt'3 '.
 him by aWrl'l'aLle ('oll\.('l":--ation, but wh"JI('\'('r II(' utkl'('(1 a wonl 
about bUhyation, th
 oÙlCr wouhlllut hear him. 'Xavi(.r \\a-, not to he di
("()ura'r- 
('(I : he rontinul'(l to treat him with kindnf.....
. Un landing at ('amanor tll('Y t\\O 
Wt'nt alol)(' to walk in n "nod of p..lrn t..('(...., Dlul tht'r(' the 
aint took n(,('3
i()n to 
di
play the fervor of his ('harity, for :IfH'l. gi\"ing him...plf till' (li...('iplillP :uul t)a('1l 
makiug a pm)"l'r to J . 'U.. Chri
t, th. g"n
lcman wai bO u..toni..Il('(1 &tI1t1 1110\"('(1, 
that he thr(\\\ him... -If at hi.; ft'et amI ma(lc hi
 conC ion in the v('r)" gro\'c, and 
en.r aft('r lin...1 like a good Chri..tian. 
Thcre \\a:-: a PortUgUl L g('ntlt'man at :\I(.liapor who }f'tl a !'caIulnlous life, 
k{'{'ping a hou..e like a . '!"a.rlio. 't. Franci:-. Xavil'r ('alllC :-df-invited, alltl pre- 
P.lrcù to din 
 with him: h(' :-pok(' on ('()Inmon sul
f'(.t.., ami filially went away 
without ....a).iug a \\ord r(,
pf'Cting hi., cour
 of life. The gentlt-man bPlicn.>d that 
thi:-- 
il('II('(' of the k.lint botl,,(1 him no goo(I, amI that he h:ul nothing further to 
('xIK"(.t hut a di:o':t
tnms (If'alh and un dprnal ruin. ,rith thi
 thou rht 1&(' l&a:-tl'n('(I 
to visit him: "0 my fitthcr," .. itllU', "how )'our silcnce ha...; spokf'n to 111\' Iwart! 
I have not had a moment's reI . :oõmce you left my hon... ! 0, if my ruin he not 
nb
olut('ly d(.tt'rminN, l)('hol\1 me at your fi'('t, and (I.. with mc what you may 
jutlge Iwst for my 
oul : I will ol)f\)" ).011 impli('itly." TIll.' :oõaillt f'mhru('f'tl him, and 
after reminding him that the m('r('y of God was infinitt., di:--po!'òt'(1 him to n gt'l1rr- 
al confession, which was follmv<,<1 by hi
 total conw-r:o-ion to a holy life. Three 
f:lmou
 roblK'rs 011 'lout C
.ll, were con\'crted hy the humility aIul ('harit
. of 

t. Franei.. of .\..;:-:i:"ium. The holy m:m h('
:m h)" 'o;pn(ling them hrl''3(1 aud \\ ille, 
aud Ill' '..:agl''', entreating their f(.r(ri\.PIlc....
, hef':lu..;(' th> fath('r, guartlian of one 
convl'nt, had do.. '(I th. (1001' a r:,iw..t t)lf'm in his ah:-('II('('.: Un jonruC'y:-- 
t. 
Fran('i:oõ amI his companions always "ith ::-alUlary amI simple wOI"fI
 ('xhortoo 
(',"pry OIiC they IJlf't to the love of Go(1 allfl to IwmUl("C fOl' Hin:i. The Catho- 
lic pril.'
t might hOldly af.hnoui...h men" Ill'n dl.arly it wao; 1I0thin r hut tlU' i'incer- 
cst 100.e which indupt.'tl him to atlmini:-:t('r correction. "
or ought it to R't'm 
too laborious to ù()('tor
," 
'yS St. 0(10, nLbot of Cluny, "to ponr out tl'ar'" for 
the couversion o( sinners, when He that was made wall, and ('rested aU thiub
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pourl'(l out hi!!! blood for onr sins upon the cro
s."* 
loreover the bU('('(>'o..-i of the 
dergy on :ouch occasioll
 lllW..t have beell greatly facilitated iu cOIlSt.'queIll:C of their 

l'llerOUs and hl'roic eharader, which ('ollld not bllt incline men to listen to theia' 
admonitions; for it did not escape ob:,c1"\"ation, that in the worst of times, all the 
SWl'et alHl nohle virtue:-; of humanity, cnri('hl'll with tile undioll of graec, wert" 
!'llre to be di:-,playe(l to the con:,olation of wretched llll'll, by l'<..'CIl'sia
tic:-,. 
P
b rpmarkeù that !--ùme eIcrgYlIlan of hol\" reverence wa:; al \\,a\':, ft)un<l ron- 
- - 
stal1t to a fllll('u king, and wllat :--hall we fo:ay of theil' cou
taney in friC'nd:..hip? The 
íUll()U
 John of bali:..;imry fi)llowed St. Thoma:; into C'xilt' at the ri...k (\f hi:- life. 
'Vh,-u the beautiful and virtuous Adelai(le, daughter of Iti(lolplltl
, hillg of ßur- 
gUiuly, and widow of Lothaire, king of Italy, had r('fll:,(,(1 to unite Iler:,elf to the 

on of Bereuger, who had C'du:õed the ruin of her husband, and perhap:; his death, 
!'he wa... plunc1C'red of all her riche!';, al1l1 !'hut up by the Rerengers in a fort, on 
tht' lake of Garda, where ""ilIa, the wife of ßl-renger, went Ho far a
 to ill tfl-at 
her e\'en with blow:-:, a
 is related by the 111111 Ho
\'ida, a p()Cte...
 of that age, as 
al...u by Odtl, abbot of Cluny, A fter remaining there with a femule scn.ant, for 
a ('on...i(!erahIe time, it was a pril'st nanae'll .:\Ial.tin who :mcceedecl in releasing 
th(,lI1, hy lIIaking an apertm.e in the wall, and a :",uutel"faneOIiS mine. Thc illu
- 
trio\!:-. captive" aud their bra\'c deliverer hid tilelll:;e!ve:..; iu a wooduea.. the lake: 
of Garlla, whC'J"e if it had 1I0t bl'f'n fo.. the 
UCC'Ol' of a fi:õherlllan, th('r wouI(! proh- 
abl)' ha\"p p(,J'i
Ilf'(l with hunger, She was 
nh
('qlleutly 3(lmittt:>tl hy .\.7Z0 into the 

tr'ong' fOl'tl'e
!'; of Caro....;;3, which Berenger bl':,iegecl with the hope of l'('('overing her 
per
f)n; hut the ('astle wa
 impregnable. Otho, coming from Gt:'rmany, 1-l't her at lilJ- 
crt)., and admiring her \"irtnp. and heauty. madl' her hi
 wire. E:,:,cntially incl('t'(l 
the clerical was an heroic <:haracter. If, hy the canon law, per-..ons who eviured 
a òi:,pu
ition cont..ary to ecclesi3stical milclne
..., were irregular, and could lIot he 
ordained,f on the othel. hand, hy the 
acred cauon
, all cI('rks werc to he depo
('<! 
who Wf're known tn he inclined to flattery. The \\'ord
 of 
t. .Athana..,ius to the .\h. 
bot Dracomiu
, were strictly an ecclesia:;tiC'al axiom, ov 7CpbrEl rcjJ Ralpcp 
ð()vÅn
ElJl', 
ÀÀ
 rc:-") KVfJICf. 
ren of ('hiv3Iroll
 generosit)" could not hut 10\'e a 
pri(.,;;thooc1 the mcmbers of which were even di:,tingui!';hed by thc mo:,t lofty am! 
<lelie-ate 
f'n
e of honor. Gilles de Rome, 
tylecl the ble
sl'<l doctor, prior of the 
Aubu:o:tinian hermits, and hearer of f;t. Thoma:; of .\quin, in the schools of Pari:-, 
though of the Colonna family, the preceptor of Philip-Ie-Del, fiJr who
e 1I...e he 
compo
('d his book on the govenlment of priuce:;, nevel-thele
s wrote in defènce 
of Pope Boniface YIIL, after tIae outrage committeel abrain
t him hy his relation, 
under dIP 3n
pi('t's of his royal patron, who for thi:-; noble act would never for
i\'(' 
him. or 
l1ffl'r him to hecome a IHPmuf'r of the ..;acred collegc.t 
Hellr ) ' l\
. before besiC!!'illtr Rouen tuok p IJ......ession of Louvier:i b\" means of 
, b b , " 
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a pl"i
t nam('(l Jean de ]:1 Tonr, who bctra
'{'(l the gate:) to him. ..\ prebendal 

t
lll ill ÙIC <..-atIH.>tlra] of Ev,'r('u
, wa.
 hi::; rl'(.'(,HupCl c:;e from the 1.ing j but the 
dl'rgyof E\'ereux, not being able to ('lHlllre the })l"l:-õ('Ul'C of dais man, Jic;;penbOO 
him from his 1"t':"idelH't'. A..:., not with..tauding this })rivilegl', he 1ISl't1 to come 
('very Jl'ar to 3.::):)ist nt the (1ffice of tilt' ho])' \\l'ck, aud of Ea
h\r, the '':.lI10rb con- 
"'pir'('(l togt'Ùlcr, am] agrced to ab"lnt th('m
eh l'S toward:" thc end of tlae p,.;a]m 
\\'hi,.h pn.(,('tl,,
 the Bt'llt.di('tu-- at L.md.., in order that the C'hori..t mi
ht bCJ.r to 
him the um]U'm, Tra,]itur autl'IIl, whidl is Rung =,t thi..:. ('Auti('le. The. traitor \\35 
dIU 
lIrpri:o"t'(l, aud for('('(1 to :--iug his 0\\ n cOIltlelllnatiou, amI tlap complaint 
whi{'h hc m:ul., afh'r'wanl... ouly turnl"C:l to hi.. gn.ater confu:"ion. Duriug th
 
mil1t1h' tlg-t:--, fi(I('Iit
, in thc acroID})lishmellt of all Üle ... cerùota] duti ,. en- 
...un'(l to tll(' ..Il'rgy an imm<'IN' iuflul'næ, amI J;:t\"e th('m a prodigious mora] pow- 
t'r. TI'ul)' an aI'('lIhi!'hop of Cantt'rlmry might ho](ll
' d('fputl thp rights of his 
{'hurch, wlwu, lik · St. Thoma=--, I... hall 1)t'Cn u('('ustomt'C.I to 
it at ,.upper 
urround- 
((1 with all the poor of the city: an archbi
hop of CanterLury, of whom Petrus 
C('II('n
i
, ahhot of 
t. Ht'm)', \\ ouhl 
lY, that "h
 nakl."fl wa., following Chri
t 
hang-ing nak('(1 011 the ('ro
-, anI) imitating th(' Vt'
tihrt'... of the allcipnt !'3int
, 
mif!ht, without auy Jlli:"tri\"il)IT
, (lppo.." him...t'lf a... a w
lll fi)r the hon" ofI...rael."t 
Pa....'asiu... Radl)('rt, d ,. -ribing the Ahbot "'ala, a:-ks, "but how could such a 
laulllhle mau, and one :--() dead to the world, he foulld "'peaking with 
nch hoI(ln('
 
helore ..('nator
 :11)(1 t'ml)l'ror
 ? lIt' it was whom neither the terror or threat:", nor 
the fi)r('(' of kin
rs, 1I0r tilt' 1101'''' or "hat i
 pr('..:.t'nt nor thc fpar of what is future, 
nor the promi
 of nd\":mh, T":-:, nor tIlt' f('ar of an). kind of puni:,hml.nt, nor any 
authority, could ev('r rf'C3.1l from the ch:u"ity of Chri
t, from the lo\'c of his coun- 
try and of his p<'ople, from th(' love of the ('hur('hp:", .uul from the faith 
which hl O\H"f1 to thp ('m})t'ror. TIH'rf.fort', like another ,Jeremiah, 
he constantly !'pokt' ""H'11 thin(r:-., liftin r hi..: voice ag-.lin!'t thc crim
 and 
abu..cs of the pal:lC('."t ::)nch men wcre J).}t likpI)' to prove timid 
triend
 to truth, o
iers that could never makp beam... to bear ,:o;tr(',.;s in the church, 
TIH')" were men rmt1y to make all)' 
.lcrifÌt.t., :nul who very oflen h:1I1, at an mrly 
period of tlU'ir ('our: 
 ",:u'rifi('("fl all tla(' human Ulull.anhly ti(.
 tlaat eonld have \\ ith- 
he],l tlwm fro 11 }wrformillg their divin ' duty. ""hen tl1 ' cmperor (;on4:mce re- 
quin'tl pope LilX'rius at )Iilan to bubS"ribc the 'oIHlemllation of
t. .\thana:"iu5, on 
pain of exih', the pontiff rt'pli('cl, "I 1a:1\'(' a] ready Lid a(Iit'n to my hn'thren who 
art' at }{ome; thc law:" of the Church are clearer to me than a r '..i()ence in thi., 
city." Tht'y 
ught nothing l)('r
onal from hing:-. St. IIilary of poi('tier
 wrote 
to the emperor Constance ill tllt. a :--c tcrll1
. "You how your hea() to receive the bene- 
(Iidion ()fthe hi
hop
, anti you trample UlHIer foot their faith." 
\r e corne in fine to consiJer the direct and ort1inar\.' J1H'thod of t:xtending the 
, , J 
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influl'lIl'(' of c('('k!'iastil'alju:,ti('l' to all mt'mh('r.. of the body of (, 'hri:--t, which was 
Ly C\':.wgf'lizing thc natlOlls, aud alllluulleilig to l'\'ery l'1"l'ature the \\or(1 of lifc. 
The hi:--tury of the preaeh"r:'\ alld apo..tlcs of the 'hri..tian n.ligilJ'
, &luring 
the middle ag(':-ö, i:-; ('\'('11, ill a poetieal ami philo
ophie point of vi...w, a rieh mille, of 
th(" ('xi:'\I('II('e or ('x(('nt of whi('h hut f(.w 1ll001ern n'ad('r
 SCC'nJ at all 3\\ arc. I e'.lD 
out imlicate it, allli as it were poi lit out tile :--pot, but without attelllPting to t'xplore 
it. \rhat a litp, ii'om illfall('y tu martynlulII, was tllat uf f't. .\dalht'I,t, bi:--hop or 
Pragtl(', the first apo::;tle of PI'u
ia, in the telld. ct'lHury, bull of ('OUlit Slawni
, 
ill Bnlaem ia, alI<I clo:-öel y related to the 
uvel"eign::, vf Bohemia all(l uf ncrmany, as 
gi\"t'n Ly Cani:-öiu:, ami oth...rs! TIlt' pages of tIlt' Bihliotlu.'ca Patrulll, or thc acts 
uf the saints of tile order of bt. Rl.ncdiet, which at 011(' timp emlm,u.(.d JI(.arly the 
wlaole church, or the annals of the Camaldulpsc, which relate the p....:.u.hing amI 
martyrdnm of tlu...e srl"vants of God, cannut be r('ad witlaout experiencing the 
:o'ame impre:o'sions as are produced by hearing t1.e fir:,t vietorie:, of (,hri
t'!oo I11C'-- 


:,ellhf"pr:,. 
Tlae apo:;tle uf Li\'ollia wa:-ö )Ieinhard, all .\.ngu::'tinian monk oftlH' lllouw4ery uf 
SigeLerg, in IIubtein. 
\.lready an aged man, he renounced the peace of his clois- 
ter fOI' the ùe\"out and perilou:-: enterpl'i!-3c of converting that heathen pC'ople from 
whom lae had nothing to expert hut martyrùom. I ndl'pelH}ellt of all ot her evidenee, 
a true miracle, a palpahl(' imerpo:-,ition of a :-:upernatural hand, Il1U
t Le reeognizf'() 
in the zeal awl per
e\'erance witla whieh thc:::c monk::; of the tl'nth awl el..'veuth 
centuries offi'red theUl!'elves to death for the Gospel in all the northern lanel.. of 
Germany, the inhabitallts of whid., on aecount of their ferorit)' aIHl impure 
upl'r- 
!-tition, arp 
tyled Ly Bishop Christian, in his ChronieIe, "the dlildn'n of Bdial." 
Clari-;tian, the Cistercian monk, who brought the l1l'av(.nly light to :-öo many peo- 
ple of the north, came out of the heautifuI cIoi::;ter Oliva, uear Dan7ig, in Po- 
mprania, which was one of the fir:4 foulldatioll8 there 011 its couver
ioll to Chri!;... 
tianity. Among lhe holy mis"ionaries along with .Albert the bi!'lwp, w('nt olle who 
had fi)rmerly won )"('llOwn in :.Irm
, as a noLle knight in the ho
t of Ilenr)" the 
Lion. Tlai:-; was n.
ruar(1 de Lippa, in ""e:-ötphalia, who wa::; now a ('i
tercian 
monk.* In the year 1225, \\ïlliam, a hishop and It'gate of the pupe, came into 
that part of Pnl,:--ia which is beyond Poland antl Pomerania, "whcrp," S::')"S the 
mouk .\.Ibcric, "not by !'trength, but hy wi:-:dom aud genius, Iw conn.rh'C} many or 
the Pagans, who:;e language he in a great mea=-,ure Iearn('(1. It was fOl' tlais cnd 
that with great labor' he tran:,lat(.d into the bar1,arous tOllgue, n()natu
, the Sime 
"who deign('(l to put his hand to tlJt" fir:--t art," a::; 
t. Bona\"cntur(' :--.1yo.;, 011 point- 
iug- him Ollt to Dalltt', ill Paradi
e. "
ilIiam of 
Io()ena. \"i
ih'(1 Li\'ollia aI..o ai 
If'gate, :'llIUloni:-:hing the Teutoni(' knight!' to gO\"l'ru th(. nt'wIy ellll\'('11('(} !II.tler 
the "oft 
'oke of r:,itl. with Illildut':':', 1I0t to oppre
s tlH'lI1, hy exaetiug' titlu'S, 
or laying any uther burden (In t hUH, Imt in tl1(' nwek 
pirit of ('hri
tianity to 
make happy the newly planted dmr('h(.-:.t In the eleventh {'('ntur)", \r erner, 


'* ell"ollie, :\10111 i..;. :'ercni. 


y oi
t nL'schichh Pn.I\........II.... II. ::1:;, 
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Bi,hop (If )h'r
ehtlr("', who, in hi., uu'e, likf' a Ill'a\"f'nly star i11uminatpd flu' whole 
dlllt"eh, a lUan t.f e>t.et.lll'llt nll'rit in liO\.I, anù a lUo:-t vigilant l''\.pl'utor of hi..; dUlY, 
\\as illtIarnl'(l "ilh holy (":11 to ('oll\.('rt the P:l
an.... TllOu
h i
IJOrant of the 

da\'onic hllJgua
t., Ill' wa..; mo:-t :tII:\.ioll" to imp:tlt the Clu'i...tiaH faith to that peu- 
pIt', alHl he (':UI:o-t'(1 :-om . bo()k
 to hI' m:ulc in that laIWII:ltrl! with a Latin tralL"la 
Lion; 
o that \\ hat he di(lnot Ulull'r
t:mtl hilll:o. ,Ir he cnahlt"tl otlH'1'S to ulHlcr- 

tal)(l.* In tlwit" .Ipo:--tolic labors tlh....e holy mi:-:..ionarie:i :-t'l'II1('d to place all their 
111I..t ill the I.m('a(')" of ju..t ull'n':-, pray('r:-:, 
St. Bonir:ll
. \\ hiJe amolw the \\ iltl o.lxon..., :uldre '.. an ('pi:--tle to all the rno
t 
n'ven'lUl Li:--hop.., vl'l1l'rablt' pr
:-k, \\ hit '-robt.d <If':u'on.., ("arums :Uld l.Jt'rk:-" to the 
lIIitn.tl abbots, :uul humLle abL... ., Bnù the monks :-IILjL'Ct tn them, to the dt.vuut 
\"irgill
 ('oll:--\.('ratt't.l to (;0(1, and to all the haruIlI1aitlt'lJ
 of Chri..t, anti genel'all)" to 
all th(' Catholit
 fi'arin
 G(KI, of tl.e r:\L"(' nut! lal,,1 of the Engli...h, imploring them 
to rl'nH'mher him in thf'il. prayer:" that om' Uo(I alHl Lonl ,Jp..II" Chri,t, will, 
"i..}If' all men to Iw -.avl"fl, allIl to come to the 
nowletltrc of GocI, may ('on\"ert 
tilt. hmrt... of tilt' Pa1!'.lu:o. tl. th. Catholi(' faith.t The faulL of :-\t. Bonif:.u,'e':o. :-:lI1C- 
tity d"t'w crow(l... of holy nU'n into Gf'rm:IIIY from nrirain, !'-onU'to (Ii,(.ha'1!e the 
"met' of I"t.:u It'r..;. (ldl('r.. of \\ ri tl'l
, :lIU I ot Ilt'rs to (.\.t'r(.i:--t' various :I rr..;, many 
(If whom lin'tl in ..ul
('t..tion to him in hi
 ....gular ('ltmlllunity, while others di..;- 
Ilf'r:-ing t}lt'mseln'
, pno:.u'ht"tl thc wor(1 of Go(1 through the \\ hole region of the 
lIe....iau:oi al)(1 fhllringiall...1 ThL' \\f'r(' the C'unqlll'I'ors whorll Ollr anC'C"-turs 
clt"t'ml'(l (It':-t'rvin
 of t1lt'ir 1,iJ."'ht ,t honor:--. 
t. C1Irhh('rt writt'i to the bi:-lrol) 
Lullu:-, ('xprt':--..ing tllf' joy whit'h En
lallll dt'rin-s f..om having been (ll't'med 
worth)' to gi\.c hirth to 
t. Bonìtat.f', tll . :&1'.J...tlt. of (
 'rman), who hy his prp:lch- 
ing and examplE', had L"On\"prtl"t1 ...uch a mllltitudf' of Pa
.1I1s to Gocl j :lIld he r('bb
.., 
that in J. ,('u('.....1 ..Yllo(1 in Eng!auJ, it ha.1 I)Cf'1l re ol\"eJ to celebrate tlal' an- 
lIiver
"y of hi... rllaI1
'r(lom, alltl to eIIOO"'(' him, alom
 with the Llp:--:--,..l Gr.'gory 
:nul ..\ll
u...tin, as patmns of till! Entrlish.
 The )ife of Yah'ntinf', thc upostle of 
1'a......1II. who had come from llrituin or' Ir 'land, wai found in the )"l'ar 11
O, in- 
:->('ril)l'(1 in :t1H'if'nt char:lcter.-l upon n leaden tahlet inclo..;{'(1 withiu hi
 tomb, in 
that (.llllr('h. It lx'gan tlm..., " Venit ah ()('('al1o vir hllmiIæ ,... alentiulls nomilU', 
in civitakm Petu\"iam pra.'(lie:llu1i gratia." Thi!'J 1:1hl('t was prohably p1a('('(1 in 
hi!o- grave in the YCJ.r ;68, w}ll'1l tilt' body of the ",int wa- tran
lated from 
Trent to Pb:--.....m.1I \.11 epitaph ill the cathedral 01 
ltzhurg, by an ancient poet, 
f'uppC)
1 to be \}cuin, ntte
rs the coming of Yïrgilius from l:eland, for the sake 
of preaching to that Iwopll'- 


"Quw cerni.. veniens, 0 lector. incJ) ta tecta. 
Yirgilius fecit, Domini declue"u" arnore 
Egregius Præ
ul mel itis et mOl ibus alwus : 


* \\innh!=,t:ulii Cbron. Ihlbcrst. 

 1.1. E!1I..t. LXX 


t::; n"l1Ir. Epi"t. YI ; 
 "ïlibsIt1u<\ ViI. g. Bonif. 
I Üermani", 
acroi. tom. 1. 



At.';' E 
 () F F A I T H. 


4!}J 


Protulit in lucero qlU'm m.lter I1ihernia primum. 

t'\1 Iwregrma pctens Chrh.1 i jam propter amorem 
Delicia,., IHumli. et patriam contemp..it amatam ; 
Pt'r lUal e. pcr terrl1:>. parte
 perveuit iu i!.t88 

[uJti}llicare studeu:> tota virtute talcntum 
Doctrinæ, pflpulis et 
par
ere semina" it:c.' .. 


The annals which record the prea('hing' of the }'r..luciscal1s, aud Dominican:" 
in the tiJirtl'cnth ami fimrtef'nth centurip:" wlll'n thcy ..ent mi:,:-;ionaric:, to th
 
Tartar:" to the 4.\.l'lllcnians, and to thl- &rrassins of 
\.fl'ica, alHI Pale:-.line, and 
Babylon,3:-: well a:, to the Lithuanian:;, and other nations of the north, many of 
whom received the crown of martyrdom while preachin
, as abo their mi:,,:,ions to 
the \re::;t Indil'
, in the two :,ucceeding' a
f':', prove how interminable is thi
 \\"on- 
dl'Ous and !'ublime hi:4ol')". The ble:':-;l'd Odl'ricu
, a Fr'anciscan out of Italy, 
trawlled O\Ter neady the whole world, winning 
ouls to Chri:4. PerSiall:5, )letle
, 
Armenian:" I ndian:-;, :::;cythian:;, and Tartars, heard him anuuunce the Go"'pel.t 
John de )!uute Con-ino, a minor friar, sent to the Ea:;t by Pope Xi('holas 1 \?'. 
in the year 1

9, writ
s as follows: "I, brother John, departed from Thallri:,u
, 
a ('ity of Pcr:,ia, in the year 1291, and entered India. At the church of St. Thomad 
tllP .\.po
tle, I remaine(l thirteen months, and baptized an hundred persons in Va.- 
riou:, place:". Brother 
idlOlas de Pi:,toria, of the orùer or the preachers, was ill). 
('ompanion; he died then>, and \Va...; buried in that church. Thence proeecding alone, 
I ("line to Kat:lg-, the kingdom of the Tartar;" and pl'l':,ented to the great Cham, 
It'ttl'r:, fl'om our lonl the Pope, inviting him to emhraee the true faith -; but he is 
too inveterate in idolatry; though he COlJfl'IT('(l great hpnctits 011 the Christians, 
and I staye(] with him during two year:5. Through thc malicious misrepre5entation 
of the Xe
torian hereti<:s, I W3-; often dragged to j\l(]
ment, in peril of death, till 
God revl'ah.d my innocence to the emperor. I remained solitary during eleven 
years, till hrothcr John 
\.rnold, of Cologne, came to me. I built one Church in 
the city (If Camba.li;('h, which is the royal residence, and finis
ed it in six 
Jear
. 1 made a tower and placed in it three bells. There I haptize(1 
about six tllOu::iand per:o:on
. I also purdla..;e<l sllceE::i..ively, a hundred and 
fifty boy..;, :'011:; of Pa
ans, of the age of sevpn to pleven, who, as yet, knew no 
la\\, and I baptized them, and taught them Latin and Greek; and I wrote out 
thirty Psalters for them, with hymns, and two hrc\Tiarie-;, w
th which eleven of 
th( ;;(' buy
 alt'cady know our office, and kepp choir a
 in convent:.;, whether I am 
prf':-' 'ut or not; anù many of them write óut other books; and the lord l'mpl'ror ùe- 
lights much in their song. I toll tlIP hells at the regular hOllr:" and with this 
convent of children and habes, do I eelchrate thedivinp office. I think if I had had 
two or three assistant..;, perhap..; 1 
hould at length baptize the emperor. There- 
fcwf> I entreat that 
ome brethl"(,11 m:tv be sent out. Twelve ,Tears have now pa
:"ed 
since I received any news from R
me, or from OUl' orde; in the \\est. I want 


· Ger Sacra. tom. 11. 95. 


t W:uldin,!!. Ann. :\linor. tom. \"11. 
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an Antiphonal'iulll, and Livp.. of thc 
aint.., a (;..
Hlnal, alld a P:--alter, noted; fOf I, 
h.l\'c only portable bool
:-:, and if I had one l"OI'
', lilY hoy... could write ont ()the
. 
I am ahout buihlillg anotll('r church, amI di::-per
ing thclII thl"Ough the country. 
I :un now old :uul 
I'('
. 11('3,1('(1, )...t rathe.' through bbu..
 &1mI tribulation than 
age, fc,r I alll in my fifi)'-,.ighth ye:u'. 1 have Il':1I'ne,1 the J:lIIgnag
 of the Tar- 
tar:o:, al)(l t ran:,lated i II to t hat ton
lU' the whole 
 ew '1 "
taIllPnt, and t II(' P"alt
r; 
and I hay' \\ rittt.n thcm out in their m 't b '3utifu} letter:--; and I wriw, and 
re:uI, awl pl"l':l('h openly, in It :"timon)" of the la\\ of J ....Ih Chri:'\t:' This lettef 
wa..; "Tiu('n in tIlt' 
'('ar 1:50,'j.* Fin' 
.('al:-- later, that f'mp('rnr, his mother, and I 
brother, \\t're conn'rit...1 bÿ the "'allle friar John, \\ho ".h now :u'(.'llbi
hop with 
thfl.' ufl'r.l
.I11:". The (,'mpel"Or dc ired to a"':-lIl11e tIlt. nallle of .John ut his bap- 
ti
m ; and 
llOrtl)" aft 'r tli('Ò an(1 \\
 buried in the convent. 
It wa.. in 131 ï, the )"f':1r ill whieh )fartin I uth('r lwg:1Il to fli.....
minate his 
doctrim.:", that 
1:1rtin of Yah.ntia, the apo
tle of &\IIII'ri('a, b,';all to preach in 
Sp3in ; who aftl'rwm'(I:s ,:omp,'nsatc'() in th . I'elllotest rplriOlh of India, illl' 10:'... \\ hich 
the Cl1I'i"tian Church 
utfi'1"L"(1 in th. north. IIi. letter ill 1J31, alltl that of 
Pct('r Ot'Uht'lIt, to hi.. bro:her friars, in Belgium, in whi,'h h' ùc.,cribcs the IIl:Ulßer 
of the 1\1('xie3n:", alul the pn'al'hing alllll'..tah]i
llIlll.lIt.. of the Franci..;cao..;, amongst 
them, are rno
t yaluahle :uHI intl'I"t':--ting fraglllent., of hi:--tory.t This 'brtin 
died in th . arm... of a millo,', lltt('ring the words. (. Brother, Ill,)" de..;irc hað been 
frn
tratl"d ; " in which he aIlu,ll't.l to his (lc:,ire of mart
.J"(Jom. 
But it \\ai not alom,' in l'Onvel.tin
 inh(Ic'1 nation>;, that the z('.d of the clergy, 
during the middh. agf':o-, wa.. 1Il0
t r('markahly (,:\'l'r('ishl. The I,,-
 ('millt.nt, though 
(,-(1'lall)" important offil'e of in...truction and admonition, in eUlIntriel' already 
"uhjpd to the Church, opeu('(l a fiel(I of action, 011 which Wt' find tlwlll indefati- 
gably (,lIIployed. The spiritual ioterbG of every peop](', "ere 31ike dear to the 
alllha.;sulor.., of Chri
t. In tht.! fifth t..'elltllry, Fr:uJ('c, directL'(1 b
' Pope Celc:,tiue 
I. sent her St. Germain of 
\II"f"Tl', and :-\t. Lupn:-ò, into En
l:lIul; and these 
apostolic n1l'n preachL't.1 not ouly in the c1IUrc1H.''', but al:-òo in the opt'n air. Soon 
afterward..., the school of I1tut, their di
iple, in GI:unorg:lIIshire, gave !Sam- 
!'OIJ and St. l\lagloirc to the see of Dol, in ßrittauy, and 'radon to that of 
t. 
l\Ialo
. 
Bi:,hops r(':,iùing 311110:"t alwa'y
 in their ('at}1('Clr'al ('ih', prm('lH'cI onen in the 
week, and sumetim' ever
. day. B
' authoritatin' pronlll],ration..., tht.
. prll('ured 
obedience to the ecclesifu1tical di::,cipline ; a:- \\"11('11 the l'anons uf Ran'nna ,Il'uied 
cntralll'C to the Chllreh (luring one mOllth to an\' la\'man who wa... heard utter- 
,. ,., 
ing a bla
phl'llloll... word, and the !o':l<'rall1l'nts at (1(,3th, if he h:1(1 pt' r:,i sted. 

I i. iOllarie:" who wpre gPlIl'rall
' lIlollk:" travel':öed the ('ollntry, amI prtached 
in tht: church ''', or in the Opt'll placl':". ill the llli,J..t oftll(' people. E.\' the canons 
of the C'ouucil of \.rl\.'S, in the year 813, bi
hop" are cujoillcd to be careful in in- , 
I 
I 


· Wß,1tiin
, Anna]. '[iuorum, lorn. VI 


t \Ç I\ddill
, .\ Dual. )(illllrllU1. tom. 
 VI. 
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..tl'Ul'ting t1u> c1ergy awl the people in the mystcril's of t11c faith; :1r)(1 the prie:--t.i 
are rt'<}uired to preacI. 111)1 ollly iu the towns, but in al1 tile parishe:--. rhe coun- 
cil of 
la
gence, in 813, clljoins the clergy to teach the peuple the Ilcce..
ary pray- 
eN in the vulgar tungue, and the coun
il of ..\ix-Ia-C'h.ipelle, in 836, remillll:-õ all 
l)ric:--t..; that thl')" mll:4 teach tlw peopl" how they ought tu live awl die. Thu:-õ we 
fr311 of 
t. Richariu
: "
uch W'j
 his fen'or to co]]('(,t 
uls to Christ, that not 
l'unfined to his 1ll()JJa:--tery, he \"i
itp(! thc churchb, camp..;, and villagcs, :11)(1 each 
of the l}()u..:
 of tllP faithful, to excite the heart..; of his hearer
, to the love of the 
celesti31 country."* 
The fame of this holy man's sanctity spreaùing far anll wide, king Da
obcrt 
came with all his train, to \"isit him in order to commend hilU'3clf to his prayers. 
The 
er\'ant of Go(1 
trengthened him with his blcssing, am} corrected him with 
the free voice of 
acerdotal authority, warning him not to becon1P proucl with pow- 
er, nor to tru
l in un("ertain ri('he
, not to he liftecl up by the vain !-iOUlU} of ap- 
plau:-;e, nor to take plea:o:ure in peri:.;hable honors, but rather to fear the power of 
God. and to prai..;e his iUlmell
e glory, to t:
teem all human power' and renOWlJ, 
 
Dothing which pa<;;se..; away like a 
hadow ami vanishe::;, like the foam upon the 
water, ht.'for'c the leas
 wirH}; he reminded him that where more i
 gi\.en, mùl'e is 
required; amI he a8ked, how could. he who would hardly be able to answer for 
himself, in the day of jwlgmcnt, endure to give an account for so man)" thou- 
sam)..; of people committed to him? 1-1e 
àid, that everyone ought to fear more to 
be in pre-l'll1incnt 
tation, than in one of subjection. Thi
 correctiJn, the king, 
9' he W:i:O: wi:,e, received benignly; and taking plea..;ure ill the free boldue:-s of 
truth, he a:';)
e(l the prie
t of Chri:4, to come to his banquct: who being guidt.'t} 
by the example of Christ, not disdaining the fea:-õt of 
(>clliars, came to the table 
of the king in order that h
 might find an occasion of preaching; and during that 
whole day and night, he aclmilli"'tel'ed the word::; of God to the gne
t:" amill:,t the 
joys of the fea
t. The king, from this hour, he
an to love him, am} to shlm- him 
great honor; and he bestowed a ter.ritory upon him, which became the foundation 
of this monastery. t 
E\'en on journeys we find provision made for hearing the preacher. King 
Rnl)('rt, before 
('tting out on hi:.- pilgrimage to Renue :--
nt to inquire for men; es- 
pecially imlmed with the dutil's of the Di\.ine 
ef\'i{'e; and the \"cnerablp An
el- 
rann, of the monastery of bt. Richaritl
, is proclainwd by all to be 11I0:,t expert; 
!lO that the kin g took him aloßO" with him Durinl F the J . ourne\". the hi(ltll'l1 rich- 
o . 0 . 
Cl5 of thi
 man were made to appear; for he preached allJ in
tilled the word into 
the hearts of hi
 companion
. The king admired hi
 conver:-;ation, was delighted 
with the 8potl

 ch3
tit.\. of hi... life, W3
 amazed at the eloquence of his tongue, 
and filled with reverence for the }mrity of his SOil I. It i
 :,aid that throughout 


* Chronic. Centu]ensis sive Richarii npud DReher. Rpici]eg. tom. IV. 
t Cbronic. CentulensÌ!:; sivc Riehm ii JJh. I ('lip. 1
. 
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the whole W3\' in \\ hich hp militah'(J iu the (1ivil1P "('n.i('e, for God and the Idlw hE' 
, 0' 
Iu'vt'r \\ unh'(l to \)t, rt>frt...lw(l h
" tilt' ('on,-01atioll of hook-i; "which whetlwr or lint 
it ('ould hf':' 
:lY:) thi' 3lwi('nt writf'r, "I"t tilt' Imrrwcl jUCJIT(', hut the '-ttre1iou.; E'\.- 
:\milH'."* 
In tlll'ir zeal to nnuoull('t' to the Iwople what till')' ha.d reæivcù, \\e fiud tilt' dt>rg
" 
(launtlt'ss, un<lt'r the Ilw4 di"(,(HlI":tgiug cirC'ulIlst:tIlc'e-i, M if ever mindful of the 
ìlljunction which lToel 
lV' thrtHI,,.h hi:o; pr-ophC't; (( Sou of man, thou (h\"l'II(\<;t 
in tlu' mi.l..t of 
rpion.. ; hut bPt..ak to tht.ro, for perchanc=c the)" will hmr."t 
01)(' ut'c'(l only rPacl th.. If'ttf'r of Pope \.I('
ndt'r III. to the archhi..hop of 
. 
U p..al, unci hi
 :o-ufrra
an.. to f(,rm :o-ome illt'a of the evil.., ill barbarous land::;, which 
Wl'I'" c'ombau('(J hy th., holy:" '. 
Truly aclmirabJ. tloc.i tlu.ir e.11 ppmr in this r '''peet, whpu contrastecl with 
tilt- ..pirit of all fiu'lUpr tf acher:::" ,,1.0 had :tppc..arL't1 amonó,,:--t mankind. Xnt 
(>\"('n p
.tha,.;-ora.. would impart hi::J wis,lolll to ",'pry one. Ly
i;: I"('hukf'd JIi 1 )- 
pardlll.; for ...p(.akillg of it to thp vul1!':lr, and :':licl, that it was ullju
t :u)(l impioll
 
to I"P'\"t'31 to c'Oll1lllon men, HI(' thin,.". which ,\l'r(':lCtl'.ir('(l ,\ ith 1"111'1. paill'i3nc] Jabo... 
There \\"3;0, the di..,tinction of th within or without thc veil; for "'uch \\":1., tlae 
pricle oftlh....e t
.('II('r..., that thp
' m:ulp it a lIIark of grpat hOIlOl', and protÌl"iC'IH'Y, 
tll he admith"tl within the vt'H to h('hoM thplIl ; alltl Pyth3
oraq us.
l to sit ,,,ith 
n curtain L"'Í\\l'C'n him alltl hi'i hearers, till h. h:ul 1)1'0,",'(1 them, ali(I jlHl
f
1 
thE'1ll worthy to '., hi:; fnee.! How woul,) 'ueh tl'adlers have he p .. 104 ill 
anl:lZl', on \\ itne:,:-in
 thl' humility and C\.\lulc .n..iOll ofthp CatholiC' philo
()pla(,T!, 
in ('(}mmuni('ating" their m)"
h'ri( 
 to the hum3n r:l('l"! If tl)('y ("oulcl JI:I"C' l.mr,1 
:\ J
'rn.lnlille of Sil'lIna, tPa('hin
 tll(' dlltit.... of hi:o' ort!"r, :11)(1 .;ayin;!, C'1)II('l'..lIIt 
Hlwrtf' oni t'u"('('lwrtmt oCt,'uIte: do('pant human> <pli :,1I. 'perunt ,li\'im': cloceant 
lilx.ntcr ,!ui slI"('('pcrunt :-ilellter: dUC'f':mt raucl(.nter qui aCCt'perunt gr.ltant('r?"
 

t. Jerome 
"Ernili3n, that lIobJi' ,... cm'rian, the fOllndt>r of the orphan I"t'hools, j
 
J'e('Onl('(l to h 1\'C lit{'rall
' 1113(lp himt.".lf all thin

 to allnlf'n, to S:l\"(' thel11. )[j
pd 
in the crowt! of ru..t if' Iahor('r-:, a,..i
ti ng t hI' 111 to r{'up t he corn, and to g-nther 
in the han'e:;t, he u"l'C1 to l'xplain to them th ' my:,tt'ripg of the faith ; hindin
 III) 
the wOllnd
 of poor little Lo)':::, he u'L'{l to a.clministcr "piritual remL'Clic', while 
he 
{'('m('(l intpnt only on taking'C3rp of their bottie-.. 
TIw hl(.
S('(l friar, IA'wi.. of Barga, in the fift(l'{'nth century, II s('C I to walk 
throll
h thp fit'ltl
, Ilml hold tllP plough for thp rustiC:'J that he might c.1iscounse 
tu thpm on God, and I)(,í'-llad(> them to rppair to confL"ion.1I 
I thi:lh. un 01\(' will q ne:-;ti,m an,' 1001"'('r thp warmth of 7rol which W3" e\"in
l 
. ð 
b
. tlap ell'.'gy of thp midclIe nges, in 
king to corwt'rt f))pn ; bllt it will be a
k('(l, 
to what did tlwv realI,' c'on\'"t'rf them? For the 4atclIlt'nts of mOtlt>rn \ui- 
te
, respecting tJ
e eccl
iastical influenCE', hO\\ ever unjust nnJ mOI\
trol1
, render 


· Lib. IY. cap. 2. t Ezek. II. 

 S. Her. Scnen8. tom. Ill. 
 IV. . 


t Jamhlkb. elf> Pylhagoric. Vita. cap,l'1. 
I Ann. :Min. tom. XIV. 
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/'-ol11('oL:,('f\-ations, in reply to this que4ion, iruli:--pen..aLle. LH-enzo Pignotti, 
in hi:-- Jli:story uf l'u:,cany, which I l)rofc
 llut to ulHler:-tallù, :;Ct:Ill' inclined to 
maintain, that the clergy advocated en'ry abu,-l.', and inculcated C\'CI'Y 
uper...ti- 
tioll. TJle 3:,:,ertion..;, indeed, of a writer, tu whom GiLLun aud Uo
rbon are 
alw3.\"1; original :;oure('..; of imalliLle purity, ill who
e judgment Locke is the great- 
est of philosopher:', alllllanguage tile llùLle:,t of human invention:--, ought not 
to be ra:;hl.\- interpreted, le-4 one :,hould treat him with inju
ticc; Lut there 
is a mnlritnde of writel's at pre:o;pnt \\"11\), I III douLtL't.lly , el1tt'ltaill hllch vie\\:,. 
FoUl' Yl'ar:, ha\'c not pas:'l.(l :-:ince a 
pll'ndid edition appeared at Etlinburgh, 
of a wurk which contained the following t'Cl1tcuce, alllong many others 
imi- 
Jar. "The clergy in the middle ages, were lord;:; of the people's con...ciclIl'("; 
aud in this capacity emplo
'ed their influence nearly ah\ays to the detriment 
of the clear anù direct authority of hone::;t virtue." You smile, reader, and 
al'Cll
e me of di::;re:-;pcct, for presenting you with !o'uch pa....:--ages j Lut remem- 
ber, the:;e are taken from popular work:" aUlI, perhap
, in somc countrie:-, 
tho
 who have converted literature into a trade, have maùe the discovery 
that no works c
m he popular, which are not enriched with slIch p

ge::. 
Thf')" occur, too, in works of a far higher order. "The lUona
tic apu
tI(;..; of 
Li\"onia," sa)"s 'Y uigt, "brought that IJ(
athen people thf' Christianit)- of thc mid- 
ùle ages j the religion of monks into which they were to be initiated oJ a little 
:-prinkling of water. 
 0 wonder, therefi)re, that those heathens should '-UPI'O
{', 
a
 they 
aiù, that hy bathing in a river, they could w
h out that poor faith, and 
obliterate it." Xow truly, reader, my Lurden i8 great, that Voigt's name is laid 
upon me, whom, I lUu4 confc
s, of all moùern histo1"Ìaw of his sect) seems wor- 
th)' of ruo
t aùmiration, since of all such he is the most Catholic; }?et if he will 
defile thè fountains, out of which hi
 flowing !--treaIllii have proceeded, If't u... 
boltll)" examine with what reason he did it. To npglect at fiI:'t more pO:5itive 
(p...timouy, how, on such a !o'lIpposition, can he exp!ain the prodigious change in 
the r
1a1Rrial (If(ler of society, which followetl the preaching of the men ofGlXl, 
who evallgelizCtI the l1ation:-; of Germany ? Ha
 he forgotten thû::;e great voices 
which were heard over the tops of the mountainb, in the 
ilence of the night, 
a...; if flf mournel'
 callirw to each other and lamentin d the L1"01"en idol
 which amidbt 

 , é. 
the acclamations of the converted multituùe, had 
n thrown in the lake of Con- 
i-Unce, after thl' sermon of St. Gall ?"* 
,r3lafrid Straho bays, "that St. Gall remained borne time with Thcodeh('rt, 
kin.,. of Au:-tr"ai'ia, opening the sacred Scriptures to him, and insinuating h'lth."t 
These mona:;tic apo4lc... of Li von ia Lrought with them, as;n old writer 
) s, the 
grace of convel'::;ation, the temperance of soLriNY, the modesty of patiem'e, the 
virtue of ahstinence, the constancy of preaching', the swcetness of affaLility,! awl, 
uudouLtt:ùly, the initiatory sacranent ofbaptism j that this was part of the Chris- 


· Walafrid 81mb. de Vit_ S. Gall_ cap_ 6. 


t Id. cap. 3. 


. t .\rno1d. Lubec. I. c. 
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tianity of the middlp agc.--, Ol1e is most ready to a(lmit; but ('an thi" be adduced in 
evidence, to pruve that the clcrgy of that epuch, nl'glecteJ to inl)ist upon the t.'x- 
erci
 of ju..,tice, and tbe observance of the laws of the Gospel? The reader who 
h.!5 condescended to follow n)(' through the fj)rmer voluml:ol of this work, must 
fl'Cl already convin('('(1 how nth'rl)" unfolllult'(l ure all "u('h repr('
entations; 
but a.. tilt' inVt.'
ti ration C'.1nnot tàil to bring to light fret:ih be-.1utiP:5, 
which lie too often buried or forgotten in the p..sges of our ancient books, 
I ft.'arll':O--'ily invite bim to aC<..'Omp.lnr me on his que
t, with a view to 
rtain not 
what was the object of prt'acht.'r
, which wuulll imply in ourselves a most injuc;;ti- 
fiaLle and eYCIl ridiculou..; douht; but what were th. pl'Culiar characteristics be- 
longiug to the in..truction of the c1erg}' during the middle ag' 
Pope 
t. Gregory siys, "that in order to teach hk people, the Lord at no time 
cea.:x
1 to bend laborers into hi
 vine-}'anl ; for formerly, by the fathers, afterward., 
by doctors of the law, ami propltt.t.., and la...tly, by the np()
tk'S, he labored as if 
\\ ith hu
hallllnwn, to till alHIl'ultivatc it.". If you ask, with what effect? the 
(I'le
tion h('{.'omf'
 wholly different. Our Lord, in three years, maùe but few dis- 
('iple::j; the first mi
ionariC:::l arc 
icl to ha\'e only converted 
c\"en pel'sons in all 

pain. 
t. B 'rnanl, n('('()f()ingly, "'a)"
 to POpll Ell rene: ,. You are not obliged to 
(,Ufe, hut to 
pare nothing in order to cure." "I have labored more than tlU'1U 
all," Nlitl 
t. Paul; he di(lnot say, "I have g".J.ine:l more fruit. Do thou thy duty 
without anxit.ty, and without disturbance, and God will clo what i=" right." 
It \\
 a eclebmted qu
tion with the ancit.'nt philo..opllt.'r
, wll('tllt.'r virtue 
('OuM be communicat('(1 h)' in
trnction. 
o('ratt.'s dt'nied that it could be taught ; 
heing not the gift of nature, hut the pdL'Ct of a certain in::piration from hcavcn.t 
The:lgc..., Protagura.." Crito, ami 
imo, wrote book!:! in the eame 

n:-'(';t which 
opinion Cicero follows.i Th 1 ðtoi ,on the contrary, held with Chrr.;ippu
, 
Cleanthb, anù Possi(loniu", that virtue might he impartp() hy teaching. The ver- 

('s of I1esiod were famou
; "II". i
 })(...t of all who of himself ulI()erstaml-; all 
thing::! ; am) he i.s good who ('OllspnÍð to him who spt'aks well; but he who neithrr 
of him
elf kllows what is right, nor COII
nt.s to hear another who announC('s it, i
, 
indeed, an usel
 man."11 Under the latter 
upposition, however, the p....lctical 
rp
ult:, were not 
o ('a
il)" ohtailH'tl. "The Athenian:--," :I..'i Socratc.-; ob
rves, 
"were not worse when Peride
 first began to haranCTue them, than they were after- 
ward
, when he pronollnCt.'t1 before them his Ia.:,t oration. "Y It is true, the 
que..tion could hardly he trit'() fairly, when the teacher
 of justice were them:.;el\"('s 
among the unjust. The honest fi!-"herman in Plautui <ll'scribes moat of them in 
those times, when replyÌng to the fine discourse of Dæmones : 


.. Spectavl ego pridem comic08 ad istum modum 
Saplenter dIcta dicere. atque iis plaudler. 


*nOm. XIX. 
t Lacrt. II. 121. 


t Æschini!l 
ocratici Dialog 1. de vfrtntf'. Plato ?tleno Euthydcmus. 

 De X at. Deorum, II. 6tJ. lOp. ct Dic
. · Plato GCOT!!i:ls. 
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Cum illOB sapientis mores monstraLant pop.do ; 
Sed cum inde suam qui,;:qne illan t divorsi domum, 
Nullus erat iJ]o pacto. ut iIli jU8Serant."* 


\Ve have already 
een what wa:o; the jn
tice of the <'lergy as far as regards them- 
Belves. Roberbon pref:lCes his praise of the Catholic mi
sionarics in America, b)' 

aying that thl'Y \H'I'e weak :md ignorant, but piol1
 men; on which ){anzoni re- 
marks, " "'hat is this religion in which weak meu when they are pious l'e:;ist 
force in fan>r uftbeir fellow Inen, and in which the ignorant are able to rpfute the 
:o'oph i:o'ms which the passions oppose to justice? \Vhat is this religion, one may 
indeed demand, which enables its weak ministers to rise ahove all the intellectual 
5ummits of their age, and to transmit to all posterity monuments of their eJl1inent 
and heroic ju
tice ?" 
Guizot, after describing the duties and the oaths Pl'escribed to knighthood, as 
gi,'en by St. Palaye and La Colembière remarks, "Certainly in this series of 
oaths, and in the obligations imposed by chivalry, there is a moral develop- 
ment quite foreigu from the lay society of this epoch. 
Ioral notions so ele- 
vated, often 
o <ldil'ate, 
o scrupulou
, above all so humane, and always 
tamped 
with the religious l'haracter, emanated evidently from the clergy. The clergy 
alum' in the
e times thought of the dutie:o' and relations of men; their influence was 
coll:,tantly employed in directing the ideas and customs of chivalry to the aCCOITl- 
pli
hrnellt of these dutie;:;, and to the amdioratioll of these relations. Chivalry 
was not in
tituted, as I have 
hown, with this design, for the protection of the 
weak, the re-establishmellt of ju:,tice, and the reformation of mannprs: it aro:o:e 
simply wirhout de
ign, as a natural consequence of the Germanic traditions amI 
feudal relations; but the clergy soon took po:>,ses.,ion of it, and made it an in- 
strument to e
tablish peace in society, and a more enlarged and rigorous morality 
in private conduct or, iu short, to further the general work which they pursued. 
The canons of the cmll1ciis, from the ele\'enth to the fou
.teenth century, will show 
the clergy thus employed in making chivalry !o'ubseI'vient to the same result."t 
But now, leaving these modern writers to a(lju!o't their differences of opinion, let 
us proceed to the original source:; of information, and observe what is the eviùence 
of history respecting the preaching of the clergy during the middle ages; for it 
is clear that their iu.;truetions are as mnch matter of history as the orations of Per- 
icles or the apology of Plato. 
It is a :;ingular circllm
tance that. the discourses from which 
Iaclean and 
Robertson, and. after them a whole ho
t of hi
toric writers, conclude that the 
clergy during the middle ages, tanght men to 
nrpOse that the Christian religion 
impo
d no other duty but that of paying tithp
. 
honlc1 be precisely those of an 
eminent servant of God, which have been tran
mitte(l to u;:; in great detail by 
another 
aint, who wrote the history of his life, a cOllsiderable part of which is 


* Rudens. IV. 7. 


t Cours d'Rist. MndeJ:ne, tom. IV. 6. 
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O('('upiecl with rerordillg how }1I' U";I'() to pn.ach to th(' pt.,ople; a work whi{'h is 
:L
:-:Urt,lIy olle of the 1ll0
t imcfl'stillg litemr)' mOllllllll'Ut.., uf that perio,l \\ hi{'h the 
C'hur('h })('.....I.". ". 
\\ïth the C41rly lif. of St. Eloy, we \çere mat1e n<"quaintcd in a furm'r Look. 
It was tht.'n uIllIer:4t.)(xl at parting, that we 
houltl u,:,.lin meet with him, and in 
the doiste
 of Koyon. The 1Il0ll)pnt ii arrin..l tu have tllt:-ij' hop, 'i Vl'ritil"l. 
The t-ecomI part of that hi:4or)" pn.'
I'llb to us tllP t..'('Clc:-ia.4ieal I if(' of }:J i!;i 11:0-, 
alld r('lak'-; huw at a council held to take llle-.1..,ur(' , a Y1lin...t heresy and to correct the 
cust(,)m uf onlinatiOlJ:', Eligiu'i wus elect>ò bishop of the rhurch of XO)90n, "hile 
at the sam(' time OUl'll \\ 3S <'ilO"l'lt'tn pf('
ide 0\"('1' that of Roupn. Thr holy man in- 
:,i
t('c:I upon fin..t dil:'l'harging tilt' dcri".tI funetiull" uf a luwer mnk 1(,1' a timl'. 
\t 
Icngth both were cou:'I'('mh'(l on the :--anll' day, ill the dmrch of Houcll. His 
lift-- wa. Q now distinb"11i"'}ll'd hy the N1U1e humility and good worl
. His pa="toral 
effurts \\ere su
ul in reclaiming man,' barbarous prople from idolatry, which 
!'till had root among 
1\'aJ..,re parts hordering (,I} the :-l'a. ] Ie helt) a milldle plaæ 
lx'Ì\\l'C1l th(' rich allli the pOOl', ...0 that the poor lookt.'() up to him a
 to a f:üher, 
and the rich a
 to a t-upcrior, fur he did nut pay fl.rard to the po\\er of the per- 
bOn, but rather to the t'x{'('lIellC(' of manners; 
u1l1 he honored each lUall in pro- 
portiou to the :5auctity of his lif('. He thuught it a pCl""onallcJI'\.. if any poor l
r- 
I"On were rdie,'{"{) by an)' one d
 hut hirnsdf, for ht' believed that he rdic\'ed 
Chri:--t in the poor. .E,'cr)' day 111' t:mght the }x'oph' commiw
I to hi
 charb
' 
u......l.mbling them in the chur('h, liI)(I I'>Jwuking with the boIdn
 of a propl-et. 
"I . .1. you, drol"f':'t br..thrt'Il," he U;,('() to ::klY, "and admoni::;h JOu with grrot 
humility, that JOll \\oulJ hear me with attention, while I J'(-'mind Jon of what is 
1)('('( :",:",ary for your 
ll\"ation. C()n
id('r that I am hound to exeit.e you without 
l
l!ooing to rememher the trl'm('wlou., ju,lgnU'llt uf God am) to de!-'ire the heavenly 
rl,(,(uupcll
t in ord
r that with 
'OU I may dC::iCrvc to r(joice in the perpetual}>e3ce 
of angd
. Ueruemlx.f what a co
(>mmt you ha'ge made inb.tptism, and what are the 
artid('.. of your faith, that your being called Christian
, may not serve to your coo- 
dpmnation bur to your r('IUt."()y, for to that ('1)(1 you an' made Chri:o-ti3.lls, that you 
may aht'ays do the works of Christ, that i:, to ..;ay, that }'Oll should lovp chIDItity, 6y 
from luxury and druulennt./,>;" that yuu 
hotlld huld to bumility and det('
t J)ride, 
lX'l":ItI:o'e our r ,ml Christ slww('(1 humility hy example ancI t.:.m
ht it h)' his words, 
d,'
iring you to learn of him who wa
 m..('k :Ind Illlmhle of h('art, nud 
)"ing thut 
you would find rc.it unto )"our "'oul
. Beware of envying: hav' charity to each 
other, and always think of the future lifp and uf et
rnal happilh":"':", :Ind lahor more 
for Jonr :o-oul than for yimr hody, brc-clU. \.' the fl('
h will he but for a :-;hort time ill 
the world, whereas the:-; ml will ('ithel' reign for e\'('r in h('3.\' '1), or else ,\ill burn 
eternalJy in hell. It is not, therefore, enough, dearest bretlu.cn, that you hear 
the Christian name, if you do not perform Chrirrtian works; for to him only is it 
of a(h'antage to he ('all('d a Clari="tian who alway:, retain:; in his mind the pre- 
cept:' of Chri:-;t awl pf'rfect:; thclll in hi:; wurk ; who does not steal, does not bear 
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false witne

, <.10(15 not commit a(lultpry, hat('
 no man, but loves all men, and prays 
for his enemies amI makes peace. lIe i::i a gootl Ch1"Ì::;tian wha places all hi::; hope in 
Chri
t alone; who receives :-;trangersjoyfully as Chri::it himself, becau...e he say:" 
'I was a :-;tranger, and you took me in j' who wa:-:hes their feet, and love,.- them 
as his dearest relations; who gi "c.., allll
 according to hi:::; ability, who ('ornes fre- 
qnently to the church, and offers hi:i oblation., at the altar of God; ,\ ha has no 
false weight:" who lelllIs not hi::; moncy on n:-:ury, who lives chastely, and who 
teaches his children amI neighbors to live cha4ely ill the fear I)f God, who rev- 
erences the holy :;olemllities of the Church, that with a secure conscience he ruay 
approach to the altar uf the LonI. Lo, brethren, this it is to be a guod Chris- 
tian. 
"'Vhile you have time, therefore, bear in mind and fulfil the precepts of Christ, 
give alms, have peace amI charity, prevent di&'ord, fly falsehood, do not skaI, 
offer oblations and tenths to the churchc:3, and exhibit lights at the holy places, 
amI see that Jour childrcn live always in the fear of God; hallow the Sunday, 
abstaining from al1 servile work through reverence for the resurrection of Christ, 
and celebrate the 
olernnitie::; of the saints with l}ious affectiun, and, above all 
things, have charity; be ho:-:pitable, be humbl
, casting all your care upon God, 
for he caretl. Ii)r you, visit the sick and the prisoners, receive strange
, feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked. De
pi
e fortllnetellers and magician,i;., and beware 
above all thing:3 how you oOsen"e the 
acrilegiou:-; cllstoms of the Pagans, how JOU 
cunsult or interrogate for any C:lU:5e the diviners or castel:) of nativities, because he 
who does this evil, immediately loses the 8acrament of baptism. In like manner, at- 
tf'nd not to omens, to sneezing, or to birili., or to what you meet when )"OU fir:,t 
go out on your journey, but whether on a journey, 01. whatevel' you do, 
ign 
yourself in the name of Chri
t, and :-:ay the Creed and Paterno
ter with faith and de- 
votion, and then no enemy can hurt you. Let no Chri::;tian ob::;erve what day he 
goes out or returns horne, becau;,e God ha:; made all Jays; let no one attend to 
the day or to the moon for beginning any work j let no one practi
e the pagan 
buffooneries at the calends in January, or believe in any charm::;, for they are dia- 
bolical works; let no one on the fe
tival of S1. John, or of any of the saints, ob- 
serve the solstices, or dauc'es, or diabolical song,i;., or in ,yoke :x eptune, Di
ma, or :\Ii- 
nerva; let no one pa
;, Thursday in idlen
s, or any day in 
Iay, or any day except- 
ing 
ullllays" and the festi v:lls of the saints; let no Chri
tian re
ort to the tcrnple:-:, 
or to rock:;;, or fountain:" or tree
, or to' holes; let no one prbuDlP to hang round 
the neck of a man or animal any ligament, althongh it should be done by a clerk, 
amI although it be !'aid that it is a holy thing and contains divine reading:::., for 
there i:-; not in it the remedy of Christ but the poison of the devil. Let no wo- 
man call U I )on 
Iinen"a in an ) " work of weavilw 01' dyiuO' but in cverv work desire 
ð ,t:>' . 
the gra('.e of Christ, and trust in the virtue of his name. Let no one presnme to 
cry out if the moon be eclip
ed, or fmf to begin any work at the new moon, for 
God made the moou to di
pel the darkne..'S.':) of the uigLt, ilOt to ::;top the wurk::; of 
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IIll'U or to m:lke tlu'lIl m:1I1, :b 
()ml' f.)I)]"; t hill}", who hl'ill6 in\.:\(1('(1 h
' (1f'OIon..., 
:L.'.;erib.. what tlu'). :--ufli.'r to thc IlWOII j IlIlt tile :-.un alHllllool1 an' the c."'t'ature.'" of 
(ì0(1 autl :--t"'vc to the llL'L" itÎ.' of nU'1l h\' hi..; tlr,lf'r. 
, . 
.. _\lItllt t tilt' :,Îek ha\"e 110 1"t'i''OIll':o-,' to lIIa
il'i:III:o-. hilt If't t]lt'1Il tl"11..t ill thf' f'ole 
men'y tit' GOt 1, :uul let t hl'lIl 1"t't'(': \"l' t lit' ('ueha..i..t of t III' hotly and h
oot I tlf ('lll'Î
t 
"ith f:..ith mul tlc\'oti o ll, alUllet tlwlII St't'1... tll(' hlp,.;-.c,1 oil from tilt' f'lum'h, that 
thl.ir bodil.... m:!y he anoillh',1 ill tl14' lIalllC of 'hri...t, a1l(1 that, :u'('ordill
 tll tll.. 
:l1'u--t1t', the prayer of f:.lilh may ,a\'t. tllt'lIl, and tl14' Lonl \\ ill rai:o-f' thl'm up, :,1111 
will re
ton' the Ilf':1lth not onl\' of thl'il' hotlil''i hut oftlu'i.. !-ouJ... .\1,o\'l' aU thin
 , 
wllt'ther at home or 011 a jourllt'.": take h('('(1 th:lt no :-halllf'ful or luxurioll": word, 
}u'(I('t.ec] frolll your nwuth..., :lllli that YOII :--illg' 110 :-'()II

 IIf tlU' t
l'lItilt'..., :lIul r<jll't 
\\ itIA alllwrrnr tilt . 0 iUVl'ntiou'i of tIlt' tout'my, aud 
x"ihit \"I'lleration tl) no c.'I"(-at- 
ure hut olll
' to (III(] amI to hi... ....
int.... 'Iakt' 110 !-illlilittulc of f,'Ct \\ hit'h :In> 
plal'l't'l at tilt' '"f'dill
 of t\\O wa)'", hut if yoll filii] tluom hum tllt'lII with firf', arul 
allure 1I0t tIlt' Il('a,"t'I1", 01' the ..tar:,. or thft l.arth, or all)' otlH'r (','patllr(', h(,I.,ttI
 
Gutl hath 111:111.. Ulltl di,po",.tl tlH'1II all. ] li
h. illd'
'II, :m' the hl'a\"el1
, \"a...t the 
earth, imn1l'lJ:--t' tlu' 
t 3. h<':mtiful tIlt' :-t:II...., hut J}lOr(' illll1)('I1"" nl\ll lIIore 
ItI'autifnl i..; I It' wlan crp.ltl,\{ them; al1ll if tlao.... thill;;
 that \\ (' :-ot'e nrl' :-00 i.U'om- 
p,'plal'lI..ihll' that i" tlu' \"ariulI..; frnit.; of tl.1' <,"Irth, till' },,'aut)' of flO\H'f,";, the cli- 
\"(.r:--ity of fruit.., tIlt' 1":1('( -; of animal.., tlw prud"fI('l' of th(' hp(..., th(' wille].. :nul the 
tit'\\", and tIlt' )i
htnilJg, awl thl' ",uI'('(o",ion of the :--I':,."on.., 311 whi('h thillg
 110 
hUm3JJ min(1 <":111 filII)' L'tHnprchl'ml j if tlU'
 thing.. are such whi('h WI' h,'holl1. 
what mu...t h(, tlao.. l)('a\'t'lIh' thin'r:; whirh haw' not \"pt been :--
n? or \\ la: t 
..;:"'" . 
tlll'ir 'lake.. who:o.e haml ('I"f'ah'tl tlwrH, or hy who..:' will tlH'Y arl' .111 gO\'('I'IJ('II? 
Brdhrl'l1, Him )"01) lI1u,t fl':1I. alwve all thin
s, adore him, lov" him, hold to his 
Illf'r<,y, amI nt'vpr (k:-pair of his goodm.:-:--. Imitate the goo(1 8ne1 <'Orrect the 
wickt..J, anù let him that hath silll1t'd Ùl) pt.'nance from all hi.. hl'art; for if he 
..honlc.l dic without !WIl:1I1('(', hc will lIot go to r,'th.mptiol1 hut to }1('1I fnr ew'r. 
Jft.t no one gl't Jnmk, ot. ll('r:-ua(]e anothl.r to drink mor(' than i.. cOllvpnil'nt. 
Every Smulay COIUC tog<othc 1 0 to thc church, awl pray for the peace of the ('hurl'h 
and for your OWII forgiven' .... Jud rrp ,.;, judge ju
tly; r('('('ivc not gift!;, nor attend 
to 1)(,
0I1:o,. You who govcrn, amI }'ou who are go\'('rl)('(l, he grollnd('(l ('qually 
ill the fcar ofGüt1. IIa\"(
 Chri
t always in you.. mimI, al)ll hi
 sj
n np')nyullr fot-e- 
head. Y 011 ha'"c mall)" :\(h'l'r..;aric'i who h:14('n to prevl'nt your <'OlIr:-:c, 3111] therl'- 
fi)r(', in every plaL'e and every hour, arm )'our.-cln.:-- with the si
n of the cross, for 
thi
 alom' j..; what tll(,'" f".lI'. 
I()fl.>()\"cr the silPtl ofCh..i..:t i:i a g reat thing, nnd tl1P 
. 0 
('ro:.;.., of l'hri:--t; hut it i., onh- of R(l\'ant:l(pe to tho..;e who kL't' I ) the ('ommalu],,: 
, I"') 
of Chri
t. Therefore, bee that )"(\ll kl'('p tlH'1ll with nIl your ;ootrcngth, amI wheth- 
er you sit or " alk, or eat, or ascend your Led, or ri..;c from it, },.t thl' !'ign of 
Chri:oòt g'nanl )'our fi)rehl'ad, amI thc memory ClfGo11 al\\"a)':-; prnL'tot you. .\1111 
Wlll'll you 
hall fulfil nil tlH'
(, thin
 wilh tit" Ili\'ill(, ai,l, kllow )'e that 
the devil \\ ill be gri
vcd, auJ pel'hap:; will :seud 
OlUC cvil ur iufirmity tu ) ou,but do 
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not dl'
pair, fm' God permits tllis to pl"Ove )"ou, 31)(1 therefOl'(' hle:':i him fin' c\"cr j 
3ml if once or twice you re:,ist lllallflllly, he will 11('\'(,1' p(,I'mit the de\ril agaill to 
tempt )'ou. .Ami wonder Hot if en.'n the
e lliviners :-houlJ foretell the truth, 
fOl" he mn easily fi)l'e
t'e the fllhm', and till' divine !"f'l'ipture say:" 'Etiam si vera 
dixerint vobis, nolite creùere l'i;o; ; , '* but lIothilig can hurt yon heyond what God 
permits, and he permit!-' only that he m:,y {'ithel. prove the- jll
t or correct the 
5I11nel'. As fin' the pOOl", he bountifid in your alms to tllPm j givc ßlOl}('Y amI pur- 
cha
e cyerlasting life. lIe that hath gold let llim give gold, he that hath silver, 
silver; but he that hath no money, with a good mind let him give a mouthful to 
the poor, fOl" no poor man can di!"pell
c him:::;clf from giving :.\llli:-', sinf'(, 3 cup of 
('old water is to llave its re""3rd. God might mak(' all men riel., but he wish('..: 
th:lt there shoul(I he pOOl", that the rich might red('em theil" 
ill
" Uedeem your- 
selves while YOII liv(', beeau;,e :..fter death no one can r('deelll you. Let every 
one give the tellt11 of his suhstance to the poor or to the churchl':i, for God is wor- 
thy to receive this at our hand:;. If allY poor should die ofhungel" awl you hayc 
)lot given, yon will he their ßlm.derers. And do not dlOo!'e to whom YOli will 
f'how mer('y, lp
t perchance Jon 
houhl pa;.;s o\"er him who deserves to receive it, 
Lf'C3u!"e yon know not ill whom Chri;o;t mar COllie to you. Do this that it Iliar 
ht' weIl with you, and that God may h1P:,s yon. Rememoel' the
e things alway:-: ; 
tell thpm to you children and to your neighhor:i, wbell JOu sit ill yom" hou
e amI 
when yon walk by the way. Consiùel" what the hlessed John the apostle say:" 
, Xovis:-:ima bora est.' 
"Therefore love not the world, because it will soon pass and its concnpiscence 
\\ ith it; hut do the will of God that yon may remain for ever, that Jon may ha\"e 
confiùence when he shall appear, amI that Jon Jllay not be confonnded at his ad- 
vent. Consider, I entreat JOU, therefore, what a de
tructive thing it is to do the 
works oCthe devil and to be }')artakers ofhi
 punishment. Ifany man 
in let him 
not rest in dmdl,y H'curity; let him do p<'l1ancp. Let him that was proud he 
humble, that was an 
l(lulterer be chaste, that was a thief be now a di
pen
er of 
his own good:; to the churches awl to the poor; he that was envious, let him be be- 
nign, he that ""as drunken let him be 
ober; be tbat was choleric, let him be 
patient; he that hath injured another, let him ask pardon j and he that hath been 
injnred, let him pardon, for let no one c1ecei\"e yon; 
)r if he :,hould hold Olll' 
man in this world in enmity, whate\"er good works he may offel. to God, he 
lo:--l's them all, for the apo:-;tle does not lie, terribly exclaiming, 'lIe that hateth 
bi,.; brother i5 a murderer and a liar, an(] \\"aIl
l'th in darkll
:-j;' and br brother 
evpry man is meant for we are an hrpthrpn in Christ. So then, brethren, rnn 
while yon have light, hefore the darkn

 
hall come upon you; while )"OU labol" 
for the flesh, ]ahOl" also for the spirit. "Yhen you fa:,t, give what you ,,"ouM 
haye eat('n to the P oor and renH'mher that what your bod\' i
 when it rroe5 withont 
, . J Ö 


* Dent. xiii. 
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food for a long time, th:lt YOl1r 
o111 ið whl'n deprived fur :.In)' ('on...iderable time 
of lH'aring the word of (iod. Let each man lo,.e his \\ ifc without diS:iimulation, 
but as for conctlbin(\c;, eithel" before or :.fter marri:.l
(\, whocver is tllUs guilty, de- 
s('r"l':o. to bt' eut off f!"Om the !'o('ic.ty of Chri..tian..:, anti without p 'uance will 
hurn \\ ithlltlt rCIIH'dy ill t'h'rnal flaml''';; ll)r what is unlawful for WOIll
II. is 
C<}tlally ') for" lI)('n. Tlu-refèm'. 'lari:-tiall I'-oul, t:.ll.:l' hl'l'tl. \ratch, pray, ami he- 
wan.' of tht":-.e crimc-... OJwn your hand to the poor, th:.lt Chri:-t may open hi.; door 
to you, :uul that 
'ou may ellter illto the jo
:; of par:uli

. \mend 
'our live..:, 
:llltl tlH'n 
'Oll will IW,'l'I' ell':-pail" of parlloll, \\ hatl','cl' 
ill'" 
'Oll lIIay ha'"e commit- 
h>tl. Dt'..pair is 
rl'ah'r thall all )'our :--in:" then.fc,re m'\"('I' clp:-.pair ofGo(I':; mercy, 
Dl.itlH'r after the hundredth timf'> of sinning, nor aCrer the tholls:uuhh, fc)r there' is 
no sin !-o grip"OIh hut theft' is p.lI'doD for it h}' pclIJ.n('(\. Dl'''pi
 > 110 one,-no 
pOOl' man, no 
bve',- 1)t>(-:UI
l' Iwrhap... he is better than }"on befè)re God, :md he. 
eatl--e we are all one in Chri:-,t ,h'
II:'. 
u Th" Lord lIot onl
' :llimoni:-he
 U:--. hut with il1eff:.lhle gooclne:-,s t'ntreat
 tI:-, to 
be ('on,'c...ted to him. Let us I)('ar him 1I0W, when he 3,ki U
, lc:,t otherwi--l' lie 
..llOtilcl not Iw.1I' tI:-. \\ lien we 
hall ('ome to jud
ment. Be 
f'>p31"3ted thell frllill 
the elpviJ, anel joinpcl to God who hath I"('dt'('IIlC'cI you, and place all }"our hupe in 
thc' mcrC'
' of Ch..ist, and guard your soul.., not only from a fo'lranlC'fll) :.I('t, but al,o 
from f ve"y ha",e thought; bec'au.;e the Luul God i. a ju4 juclgt>, ami wi1l ju(lge 
the thou
ht.., of th(> h("J.rt. Ah.;tain alto
(>th '1. from swearing, and 1>e\\3re th:.lt )'oU 
gi,'(' not 
rnllC1al to any man. Bpar y(' on<> another's burden.., alul !o.ù 
'Oll wiJ) 
fulfil tll(' law of Ch..i..t. 'V:,tc-h eareflilly. 1)(,(,:IU
t
 tll(' l1f'arer tllat the world :-haU 
approaeh to it.:; e.nd, the more erllt'lly will the (Ic'vil ragc again",t Chri
ti:.ul:o' ; 
kllO\\ in
 that he is soun to bf' ("CJIldemn<'tl, and that he ilia)" lIIultiply hi.. c.nnpall- 
ron",. Take heed, tll('reforf', awl know th:.lt (,.lC'h of you ha
 an angel of lìocl who 
waÍC'hp
 m't'" you ('ontinually, :lnel if you do we1l you n.:joi('c him, and ifl',.j) YOII 
eh"ive him f!"Om YOII, allll makt> pl:H'f' fin' a malil!n:.lnt demon. I )ok wpH. tl)('re- 
for(', into 
"oursplv ", :.Hili . '{' wlwther YOll have mind.. e'orrf'!'ponding with :mgl'lic 
purity; amI if you :-.cc that you arc good, ne,'er p..c....ume upun 
'OUf lUerib with a 
prou(lmill(l. hut 1':lt)1('1' f;O lUuch thp mor(' take hee(I with humility. 
\I}(I ha,'c 
a horrm' of a1l c
('e"s in patin
 anel e1rinkin
, whieh l('acls to othcr 
in!o: alJ(l tlris 
I say, not that I shouJcl a
l'rihe evil to the crl',.ture of God, hut that I :--houhl ren- 
cler you morp !o'oht'I' and c.'mtious. Say, I a(lmol1i
h you, that you I1cvcr mIl aDY 
('rpatlll"(' of God (,,'il, for whatf'vcr 
I"c.'mc; c,'j) to m., is evililot frolll it" own na- 
ture hut f..om om' 
in
_ Bt'wa..e of tlU' h!"Oad way whieh leadcth to tl(Aruction ; 
follow thc llaiTOW hy whieh t.tel"llalhappine
s is found. 'rlH'n )"Oll havea fl'a:--t.C'31l 
thc pOOl' and thf' stranger, fOl" it if; not ju:-:l that, in a Chri.;ti:m people, :,ome :--houlc1 
he inflat<'ti while othel.
 are in danger of peri:;;.hing through hungcr. '\llcrefor
 
shon1c1 not the poor man l)artakc of YOIII' nwat, who i
 to enjoy along with you 
the soeiety of :mgpl:-:? \ri1crcfiJre :;)wnlel Ilc lIot }"('('pi,'p one tunic, who i
 alike 
to receive the :o\tole of immortality? So Jive, then, that when you tlepart hem'e, 
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and your fle5h shall be devoured by worms in the tomb, yom' 
oul, adorned with 
good works, may rejoice with the:-:aints in heaven. Behold, a little while and the 
world shall cease, and all visiblc things shall pas:; away like a cloud, or like the 
e\'ening shadow. Therefore, love not the world, which thus dl'dine:; to ibl.ml, 
e::,peciaIJy since the apostle llecIares that itg friendship is enmity with God, Love, 
therefore, eternal life, and hasten thel'e, where 'yOU will live for ever, and ne\"(
r 
fear to die. If YOII so lo\"e this miserable an.l flowing life, where .you live with such 
labor, and where by running, and !"earclling, and sighing, )"ou can !'carcely 
ati!'fy 
the nece
sities of the hody, how much Illore ought you to 100"e the eternal life, 
where you will have no labor to endure, wherl' you will enjoy the utmost securit.Y, 
a1Hl1I3ppine:;s, and freedom. and wherc Illl'n will be like the angels, not in suh- 
stance but in beatitude; :lnd where the ju
t !'hall !"=hine as the sun in the kin
d()m 
of their Father? 'Yhat do you think will be the !"=plelJdor of 
oul:-: when the light 
of bOllib will ha\'e the brightne!'s of the 
un? There will be no sorl"OW, no fear, 
no death, no malice, no want, no terror, of barbarians or oftortnre, no hunger, no 
thir:;t, no cold, no heat, no temptation of the enemy, no wish to sin, no pos- 
sibility of falling; but men and angels will enjoy a perpetual spring in felicity and 
peace, and amidst the splendor
 of an enclless solemnity. Therefore, brethren, I('t 
11:; not sen"e sin and lo:;:e this happilJe
s which is prepared in hea\'en, but let tiS 
regard ourselves as strangers upon earth, that we Illay hasten with more speed 
there; for all things that are seen will qnicldr pass away, quickly like a shadow. 
" See, then, dearly beloved, I have set this before yon with simplicity, that each 
of yon may know what is to become of him. Xo one can now plead ignorance, 

ince )'ou have heard of life and death, the punishment of the wicked, and the 
glory of the just. It remains for yon to choose which .rou will ha\'e. Defer not, 
then, yonI' conversion. Let him that is bound with the chain of his sins rise up 
now quickly, and awake from the sleep of death. Let him ha:;te to confession and 
do penance, nor let him blush, for it is bettel' to have shame hel'e for a little time, 
than to endure the punishment for so many millions ofagps. If he he penitent 
from his heart, the Redeemer will !'oon rai:-:e him up, fOl' he raised up Lazaru
 
after he had been foUl' daYð dead and W:1:; now stinking; for he wi1leth not the 
death of a sinner, hut that he should be converted and live. ..\n<l beside::;, see 
now what evils daily press upon n
, indicating that the pnd of the world is at 
hand. Xnthing remains
 then, but alone the day of God's judgment, and the 
coming of the terrible antichri
t. Behold wal' upon war, tribulation npon trihu- 
lation, famine upon famine, pe:.-tilence upon pe
tilence, and nation ri
ing up against 
nation. 'Yhy have we breasts of stone and iron, that we should not think for the 
remedy of om' souls among so many evils! Beloved, I admonish )'011, a'ò the 
world seems coming to an end, so let human malice. "... e cannot ha\'e both Christ 
and the wm'ld for onr portion. And, above all, let ns 100ye Gorl, for it is impious 
not to 100"e him who descended from the spat of paternal majesty to save unde- 
serving men. Have charity, which i5 the bone! of unity; hav'e charity, 



JUS 


::\1 0 It Ese \ T II U LIe I j U H, 


amI you \t'ill ha\"c all virtuc:-.. .As filr a.. in us lip--, h,t U'i k('('p all the 
precept:S of God; :tmI Il't us ha
tcn \\ lal're dl'ath will not be fearcd, ulIII 
where all the :--aint:-. are \\aitiug ami dl.:"irillg to fl'CCi\"e amI behold us; \\hen' 
Clari
t. (I1U' l'ch'stial King amI thc ungd
, the heavcnly citizpus arc ('x}wl'tiug U", 
\\ ith ouhtrctdaet.l arm:-.. 0, tlal'u, I "'IY, let U:-. h.1Stcn wh('l"(' \\ e 
hall ]i \"C fi,r e\"cr 
ancl Le joim"t.l to the :lllg-e]ic ho..t, amI ddin'red from :dl l'Ollt:lgiol1 or :-.in, our 
Lonl .Tt':-.Ih Clari..t pa't'..icliug with God thf' Fatl1('l. aud tlau 110])' <.;11O..t, \\"]10 li\"- 
('t h alltl rpiJ!II('1 Ii for t'\"l'I' amI ('vpr. Amcu:'* 
"'ith I'II..}a fiuuiliar iU:-.tl"llctiol hc daily taught thl' pcoplc: he dit1 lIot pre- 
fer a fI('h Juan tu a pOOl' man, nor n pril1('(' or Ilohle to a rul'an per
on, hilt on tile 
l'ol1trar)' lit' :appcarcd more au..tl'n' to tlac fonner, whill' Ill' (,,"iu('t..t1 
I'l'at 1ll01.1"..t)" 
to the othcl's: his 
I.'rvaut
, too, Wt'rc tl"l'atl'(l by him with till.' Utlllo..t heuiguity, 
allll not afh.r tlac manner ofma...ter anll 
I"\'allt; he W:t'i ::.-trong to ('
ecull' all tokr- 
al1('(', uliliruilc.l to heal' illjllric... Thus di,l he cx('rci
c hirl1:-.cJf illl'\"el')' laLor, and :It 
length "hell hc W:t:S 0111 allIl pa
t hi.. 
t".l'nti('th )'('.11', per('l.iving the di
:,o]lItion of 
hi
 LOlly to h(' 1Jl'ar :It haml, one (by \\ alkill!! \\ ith hi.. (I i"l.i pie:", in the city (If XOYl1n, 
an(1 ('a
tin
 his ep'" by (.It
lIIl'C, Itl' 
aw tllat part of tile wall of tlte front ofth
 Ha- 

ili('.1 of 
t. 
If't.lard \\as erumLlin3' to (le('ay, amI imml.Jiatdy unlpn'(l workl11f'n 
to hc I'lllployc<l ill f-trl'ng1lwning it \\ ith lig-:Ulll'llt:,; amI Iii.. di:-.cip]l'
 
a)'in; it 
would be Lctter to nait until it might he mm'c !o'olillly repaire,l, he rt'plit'Cl, c'Llt 
it be delle now while' r n.main, l('st otlu.'rwi..p it 1)(, I)(','er clonc." .\t tlai:-. word 
tlll'
' wpre trouLled, anti slid, c. 'fay it awt happt'll to your 
r\'an[... to hdlo]cl 
what you :-.ay; hut may tlac Lord pl.'rmit )"011 to rt.'llIain lon
 \\ ith n
 to be the 
orllault'ut of thc ehurdl amI thc guardian of the poor j" hut hl', looking up to 
hcan'll amI &;.i
hillg, !o-ai,l, c. 'ot 
"()ur will Imt (;1Þ(I'S wil1 be done iu 111('. n. 
uot ('3:-.t down, my t-on.., hut rathpr rtjoice and congl'atulatC' IlIl', b 'cau-.c long 3!;O 
] lh...in...1 this time to arrivc." 
11m..: cmlt'd their con\'er:--ation for that (la
'" 
laortl)" a[[('I' hc wa
 !-(.il't'll witla a 
fever, and thell he l.ue\\ tltatllP \\ a... to die, :1Iul 
() he a":""
111 bh.d al1 his :-('n"ant
 anll 
mini!o'ter:-:, and ('
llOrtl'cI tlwm ao;; u..ual to {()lfow p('act' ami to kt.t,p tilt' LOIHI of 
uuity. ::'tm hI..' l'ontinuetl to pl..rf()I'1lI all hi:-. 11:--11:11 e
t'r('i..(':--, ami lit' 
p('nt hi-; 
ni,rhb in } )I"a\,('r allll walt..hilw. On the cia\' } u'l'('('(lin g the (':llc'n(l
 of f)l'l"t'mhl'r, 
o. 
 . 
he aJ!ain a:-....t.mhlt,tJ all hi
 .. 'r\"anG al1l1 lli
l.'ipl('s, anti 11111'" !'p,)kc to thl'lIl :- 
,. VLar]
' lx'loved, llC'ar Ill)- 1a:"t !-enh'Il('C':-.. l' f you ha \"C ('\"I.'r lo\"(.tl me !-tri \'e to 
fu]fil the di,.inc law; alway:-: Im'atllt. ,Jt'
U
, 311(1 fi
 hi:-- prc'ct'pt,; in your lIliJl(I
. 
If you e\,er 10n...1 me, 100'c the Ilame of (,hri
t ao; r ha"c donc; {('ar alway.. the 
tfl'II1('1lI.IOUS jUt.lgment of God, for I, 3N:'0I'ding to the lal1
lIage of the ;:('riplllrl':O:, 
am going tll(' way of all thc earth; an(lno\\' I (1c.,.,it'c to he di:--..;olvc{1, and if it 
Jlall 
plp.lsC till" Lord, in }wal'e. IkllOltl thi
 (by I commcnJ to )'our hand, the :-:ah-ation 


. This walt the sermon from which a garbled ('
tract was adduced in evidence, by modern 
English historians, to prove that in the rnirld)' n!rf'8 till' cll'r
y taught that nothing was requir- 
ed to make a good CII! isti.m bu t till' punctual p:l)'Illl'Dt of tithes. 
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of yonr souls, and keep me in memory, for Eligius departs and will be 110 longc.. 
with you in this world." All that stood round him wept and lallentcù, whieh 
the pious pastor l)erceiving, suffered his tears to flow, rejoicing for himself, bllt 
having compassion on those that he was to leave. At length resuming his di:,cour:;c, 
he (,'Ontinued, "Do 110t bment, amI do not distre
s me with your weeping, for if 
)"ou were truly wise you would rejoice, and not grieve; for though absent in body 
I Rhall be present in spirit: and though it should be otherwise, yet God is always 
present with you, and to him I commend you." It was now the close of the day, 
and he fell upon his knees 011 the ground, and besought God that he would pro- 
vide a pastor for his people who should rule them with modesty, for to the last 
his only care was for other:-;; and now, as the cold of death spread over him, he 
called all his disciples and companions, and embraced them, amI wished them 
filrewell, saying "1 canllot Fpeak to yon any longer, and you will see my face no 
more. Therefore farewdl ill peace-and suffcr me now to rest, and permit my 
material part to return to its parent earth." 
Then after a pause, with suppliant eyes raised to heaven, he prayed in silence, 
and at length burst out, saying, "X unc dimittis servulll tuum, Domine, secundum 
verbum tUUIll in pace:" remember that thou ditIst form me from the claY-alaI 
ente.' not into judgment 'with thy servant; for in thy sight shall no man living he 
justified; amI then after a little, he added, "0 Christ, Redeemer of the world, 
who alone art without sin, remember me-and leading me from the body of thi:; 
death, save me in thy hea,'ellly kingdom: thou wert always my protector-'In 
manus tuas commendo Fpiritulll meum.' I know that I do not daerve to behold 
thy face; yet thou knowest that always my hope was in thy me
cy, my faith in 
thy goodness, and now with the confe
sioll of thy name, 0 Christ, J breathe my 
last sigh. Receive me then according to thy great mercy; open to me the gates 
of life, and let not the prince of darkneJois meet me, nor the power8 of the air 
disturh me, but r-:treteh forth thy hand and lead me into the place of refre:;h- 
ment which thou hast prepared for thy servants." \Vith the:;e words his 
spirit departed at the first hour of the night; his body l)laced uI>oU a bier 
was borne into the church, aud there the clergy ill turn suug the hymns, 
while the people lamented, and spent the Dight in watching. Early the nf>xt 
morning the queen Bathilde, with her daughters, and many princes, came to the 
town, and hitterly lamented that they had not arrived in time to find the holy man 
alive. Then after a general fast o
 three days tIle funeral was marshalled, and 
though it was the win ter season, no persuasions could detain the devout queen from 
following the bier on foot with all her family; and so amidst the tears and groans 
of the poor and all the people, and of the monks who came from all par
, the holy 
bishop was carried to his grave. * The discourse of Eligius, and the concln
ioll 
of his 1ife, hath detained liS, reader: but the influence which yet live;:; in the
e 


* Yita S, Eli
ii, B. _\.udæni Episcop. Auct. spud D&chcr. Spicileg. tom. Y. 
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\\ onI
 of hea,"en, with ,Apo..tolic r:uIianec ('()mpa..:
('(l, will C'ompen<;:3tc the brief 
delay. It i
 not fiH' my lip., to commcnt 
udl a h'adll'r. \\ ith fcar alul rc'"er- 
ence mute let u... p..:o:... on. 
Profane hi..;rori:w", ha\"e ()(.,t':l...ion T<'p 'atedl)" tù mention the IH'(,3chcr:s of the 
middle agCo';, amI tu rl"Conl in:-.tancCð of till' gN'..lt enl'ct
 re:-,ulting from their zl.al. It 
i,.; rclat...) of S. E,ImUlHI, archhi
hop of Canterbury, that in preaching he seemed to 
po ..:' ' the tongue of an angel, bO that no onc by de:"l"ription ('(ml(I gi\'c an i.I('a 
of the graC'e and 
\\ eetn of hi:, di"cour
. A ruultitlule of d('rk
 and lai
 afh'r 
he:lI'in
 him ,'omml'necd a lIew life, :111<1 "ludied tu cmhraC'e a hol)" cOIl\'cr:;ation, .1.11<1 
to :ulhere \\ l.ul1)' mul for e'"('I' to (
 L .A 1I0ble woman Ela, coullte"
 of
.lli
bury, 
per
uaded her hu..halHI \\ïlliam Long:mord tu Iu'ar him. The count h:Hlli\"(
d a 
world I). life, without Bny thou
ht Jor a 10llg timc of cOllfl'..;
ion, and of fl'Cei\"ing 
the body of Chri
t according to the manner of the uni\"er
l church. The word::l 
and the '"l'ry countenallCt: of EJmund had such an impI'bSion upon him, that he 
changed hi
 life an<1 be(':une totally a IWW man: he confl.-."'t'tl his 
in
 to a hermit 
to \\ hom Edmund refern...l him, amI with dul' ren'n'ncc Tl'('ein...l the holy eu- 
chari:,t. Etlmund in I'n"H,t.in
 u..('(1 to hold a crucifix in hi
 haml, 1)t.hoJding 
which he woultl weep &lml 
1l1ik,-\\ ('ep to think, as he .-aid, that there were 
lIIan)" IIl':lrel'S and ;,0 few (Ioer:, of the word, while the)" had the p.l:o..,ion of 
C'hri:--t before tlll'ir f'Y(,:', and the l'xamph of the 
aint:-,-:md 
mile when he Il'- 
gan.led the cro . with pion..: pY.':', und thought upun the benefits which it had con- 
ferre<1 upon the \\ hole \\ 01'1.1." * 
Itol)('rt canon of 
l. 'IaricIl d'...\uxerrc and Jacque:; ùe Yltry, de.,cribe a. ron. 
temporar)" prie..:t, Foul(}lIP"', who went about as a mi:o:..:ionary, preachill
 penance 
alul con"er
ion to Gocl, through FrallcP, j-'landcr:--, :uul Burgundy, :.11)(1 working 
great reformation among u
urcrs awl p('r:--ons of profligatp dlarader, heing in age 
a )'Ollng mau, but in 8<..icJl(J"C and in mannct. lll<J:)t eminent. .\II the pt.'opic u:,cd 
to ("all him "thc holy man." Pierre Chantrc in the year 1180, wi
hing to gi\'e 
FculqUl", \\ hu h:,ullw('n his di
("ipl(', an opportunity of (''\ertillg Ili
 talents, ('all
('.1 
him to IH"P:l('h in hi..; prp"'.'IH'<'. ancl h('fc,re lI1any I ('a 1"1 1<'<1 111<'11 in the church of St. 
fV.verin at Pari:,. J:\C(I'1t.
 <Ie 'Yitr)"l-òays, "that. (10.1 ga\"e such a hle::;"ing to hi::; <;er- 
mon
t a1thou
h thc
' \\ere ill a '"cry simplc "t)'le, that C\'CIl all the learned philo
o- 
phers of Pari
, lI..;ed to excite each other to COIl1(' and hear the pril'",t FOlllqne:" who 
preached, 
iù they, like a s(.'('oll(1 
t. Paul. Thl Y 11..('(1 ('\"('11 to hring tablets \\ ilh 
them in onlel" to write down hi:-. words."t Foulque
 died youllg in the )"e.lr 1201, 
being ('urate of Xcuilly !'ur )[arne.! ì\fany eminent preachcrs follo\\cd in his 
step:" amollg \\ hom were .Pt..t<'r f'hantr(', l{qhert de Cuthon, ,,- altcr of Lonùon, 
St('phl'n Langton, archbishop of Canterbur)', John ùe ,ivelle, and Elitache, ab. 
hot of Flay. 


· Vita S. Edmumli, apud 
Iartcne Thesaur. .\necdot tom. III. 
t nnL. .Ie::, IIi...!. rllivcrsit. Parii tom. II. * Lebeuf. IIlst. du Diocese de Paric;, tom. I. c. 4. 
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Th(' journal of th(' reign of Charles '-II. recorùs that in the Yéal' 1-l2a. at 
Boulogne, near Pari:" brothel' lti('hard, a Franci:-iC'an, belllg lateJy returned from 
Jeru=--alem, made :-;0 affi.f'ting a S('1"mOIl, that un the retum of the people to Paris 
there were seell more thall an llllllllred fir'e:-ö, in which men Lurlll.d tahl(':-;, card
, 
amI LilIiarù
, while women Lurneù extra\-agant l)ompous Ofllaments, with which 
Uwy u:-ö('(l to adorn their' l)(:,ad:-ö.* This holy fr'iar' u
('d to preach al::,o in thecem- 
etery of the holy Inllocent..;, to the infill ite admiration of the p('oplt>. His sermon
 
u
ed generally to last six hour:o;.t III gencral, hO\\"('\'er, the sermons of the mid(lIe 
ages \\"('re lIot prolix. "A tl'diou
 sermon," I-iays GuiLert de Xogeut, "only 
cause
 anger. '''hat was good in it is forgotten, and men go away f('ding only a\'er- 
sinn."t St. Francis expres:-;ly directed hi:o; friars in p"('aC'hing to use lwe\'ity of dis- 
cour
c, heeam.;e a short word will the Lord make upon th(' earth. \\'hate\'cr faults 
may have Leen committed Ly the Florentiues at the time of t1w prea('hing of Friar 
Jel'ome, however ju
t1y Petrus Delphinus may have acclI:-öe(1 bim of imprudence,
 
still a spirit of great piety seem
 to ha,'e charactel'ized the mea:-öure which Pignotti 
stigmatizes as a sacred farce. At the in
ti
ation of the friars, during the carnival 
a numerous flock of children, appointing deputies for e\gery quarter, went in llU- 
mility and de\'otion to all the hou:-f's, asking for the anathemc, or all that W3..1õJ 
profane, such as ob:-öcene pietures and books, which were freely granted to them, 
whilst the t!e\"out female 
ex, yielding humbly to these innocent preaeher
, 
uf- 
fered th('mseh'es to be despoiled of the dearest ornaments of per:ional decoration, 
and of e\'ery thing that had been inventEd to gi\Te a fabe appcar
nce to beauty. 
On the 1a4 day of the carni\'al, after haYing heard mas
, C'lothe(1 in white, carry- 
ing on tlleir heads garland:i of olive, am] red cro
ses in their hand=--. they pl'Oceed- 
ed, singing psallll
, to the Piazzo del SignOl'i, where a pyramidieal scaffold had 
been erected, upon which these instruments of pleasure awl pwf:.lIIe luxury were 
deposited. The ehildren mounted the rO:itrum, and after having sung spiritual 
hymns, the four deputies came down with lighted toreh
s, and 
et fire to the pile, 
which was consunwd amid:-öt the yoiC'es of joy and the sound of trumpets. It was 
this fire which make fools the riC'h who now collect tlIP first editions of lloccacio. 
,rhile Savonarola confhwd his preaching to the reformation of manners, he 
did but adopt the style of the middle ages, which he defended with great po\\er 
against the 
ophists, who despised it. "They love not the sacred Seriptures," he 
exeIaims, "they understand them not, they taste them not. Our soul, we hear 
them say, is weary of this light hread-Iet us ha\'e the eloquence of Cicero, the 
\'erses of poet
, the subtle sentences 'of 
\.ristotle. Preach to U:j subtle thin
s."1 
Cf'rtainly one may deri\'e a great insight into the character of such men n. John 
Picu,. of l\Iiralldola, IIermo1aus BarLarlls, l\Iarciliu... Ficinus, Lor('nzo de l\fediei, 
am] .Angelo Politian, from the one fact that S
l\'onarola, while be merely all- 


* llHd. tom_ III. 23. t P:L
quier, Recherches ùe I:L France, Lib. VI. J!I. 
t Lih. quo online sermo fieri deheat. 
 
\nna1. Camah1ul. Lib. LXVIII. 
I De S;mplicitatc Yitæ Christi:
næ, Lib. 1. 
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nOUlJc('d the" t)J'tI of G()lI with bol<lnNs, wa:.; th('ir f:J\'orit(' companion, and tht> 
}>real'lll'r whom tlH')" he.anI wilh the gn'at

t rl'
pect alldadmiralion. 'rlal'\' bl'- 
heM not in him one "ho mi
ht fiu'get the pn'(,'('pt of Chri...t, aUlIlllake III) (li
tin('- 
tion hl.twcen the chair alul him" ho 
lt thereon: :amI after all, who that has e\"er 
Iward the is....ue should pre,ume tn eOlillemn a llIan dear to Philip X('ri :11111 Cath- 
erine Ric('i whom holy ('hul"ch hath canonizl-ù, to whom the (lf1èl"in
 of prayer .is 
to a !'aint 
('('ms to ha\ge b(,l'n ...anctioned bJ th(' thil.teenth nt'll<'dict, alul \\ ho
e 
IJ)('mor)' Paul the fi)urlh hath sol('l1l11ly ab..oh'('tI? J}pliti{':llIy their antagoni
t, 
th(' 
litli('ff'an prinCl.'s re\"er('(1 in him th mini
t"I' of the 'Io,t IIi1!h, anù John 
}'....lIIcis of 
Iil":ll1dol:1 ol}..;crn
::, th
 110t '\'cn the enpmit', of that friar e\"er dar('ù 
to qUt':"tioll the int("(órilY and !-:mctity of hi" life anti manner.... * Ew'n wh('n {'x- 
pr(':"..:ions 
('(,111 to intli{':lle that 1'1I1lI('wllat of human (.loqw.ncc \\as c:nug-ht for in 
thc pulpit. the dt",'.'iption of prmdu'r:o; at that time 'HHJltI le.HI one to fcwm a 
\"E
ry high ilica of tlwir l1H'rit. 
\ngt'lo Politiau in a )('ttCI' to Tri
tan (,haleu..., ('ou- 
f... th.lt "hen he fir,t went to hear )farianu"" Genazaan"is pl.{.aeh, he went a...; if 
to ('
plore amI with littl(' r(''''p('('t, but \\ lJf'u he !-a\V th(' hahit ofth(' man, and 'tate', 
:U1lI a:01 it w('re the natnre in hi
 (')"t", amI the ('Ol)l)(('n:1I11'(, 110 \\ ay \"nlg-'u, he he. 
gan to ('). P('('t \\ Itat \\:1' in f:.ld till' rc...nlt. t. Lo t Il('n he 1)('
in:-\ to 
p('a"';':--aitlt lit., 
,. I ...trckh out IUY l'
Jr
, I h('ar a 
Olloron
 voice, dlOil > words, rfalHl 
l'lIt"n("l": I 
am nlrca(I
' <':1ught-he pro("\'('tl-he i
 :-topp<.d h)' nothing, th('re is Jlothin
 that 
want
 a t('rmination: he arg-nt.s, I am ('11..:nal'('(l; lIP mlcls little uarrLltion..., I am 
It.d 
1\\ay; hc modulate'S a \"('r
e, I am ('.tpti\'c; he ('\"('n j(".t" J lang-h; h(' pr('o-';:(''';, 
he ur
t'..., I gi\"e him my h:llul
; he trips tl1l' miltl<'r an; .tiOIl"', illlmE'tliatE'ly the 
tp.tr.- 
tf'al do\nl ; he ('rie' out in :luger, I am tE'ITifit.d, alul I n1wnt ha\'ing (.0111('. 
I ('onf
 for my part he sccms in tIle pulpit to 
urp:t...s him...(.lf, ::md frequeutl,\' 
('\'('n till' nH'a:--ur(' of m:JIJ. \rhil(, I ('olltemp1ah', too, all thi
 in (I<'tail, I fan('y that 
aftpr a while, when tl)(' non,.1ty is o\"('r, lu' \\ iIllt's.-. air. ('t 11)(' ; hut the contrary i... 
the fad, for tlie n('
t daJ' I he..trd him:1..; iflJt' we're' a 11l'\\" man, only b(,Upr than ht' 
app('an.d the day before, when he 
('f'm('d to haw' 3ttaill(,,{} p<'rfl'('tion. 
or wouM 
you d('
pi:--e that little body,..:o unconquerable amI incl('fhtigahl(', which :-<'cms to r('- 
pair its 
trcngth by f.'e,h labor. -'lorpO\'el", \\ hI'li I \\'('nt into tilt' ('ountr.\", I lin'<<l 
familiarly with him in the 
1Il}(' hon:--t', and I 1Jt'\'er S,IW allY on' more placid alul 
more cautious; his" '\"f'rity woultl nut intimidate, yt't hi..; facility wouItl not cor- 
rnpt .ron. Only in the pulpit h<, 
hows his C('n..;or; wlwn 1)(' (1<"('('11(1:-. he i.. 311 
('i\'ility, 
o that when he i-; with Pieu..; of :\riralJtlola, alltl m('. w(' find no rt'nwdy 
!On E'ffcdual as hi..; con\'er
atiol1 :tITain't the 
:HII1(''';i of liH'ran' bhor. Lorenzo d(' 

 . 
:\Iedici himsdf, an a('l1te ()L
er\'er of di:--po...itions, prefers :I )itr)(' walk with him to 
:Ill tl.(' r('crt'atioll
 of city life. Ollly (''\.amin(' the man I){'ar. an(1 yon will pr3i..." thp 
J 'wl'rlllent of \"onr Politian. 1
on will fintl a man who i
 nc\"er trotlbl('
ome, 31 " 
o '" 
who i::, ineap3ble of giving offence. ""!" 


*.J F. P r. de 
!1ldin Divin. (t Hum. Sdélllia., I. 
7 t .\n!:!('1o rvli i.m. Epi<;1. Lih. ]Y. 



AGES OF F.\ITII. 


513 


"\ViHiam of )Ialmeshnry relates that St. 'r ul:4an, when a munk at'Vorl't':-,ter, 
u
ed to give himself up wholly to spiritual di:"ciplille, and that although rude as 
to secular science, he was, nevertheless, considered one of the most eloquent preach- 
ers in the Engli:-,h tongue; of which there was a remarkable proof given hy 
the citizens of Dristul: for when neithel' the ruyal 1101' the pontifical power could 
deter tlwill from the nefarious trade of native slave
, this holy preacher by con- 
stant sermons, reduced them to a more 
uund mind.* 

\. learned Dane who has lately visited our shores, expresses admiration at the 
merit of the Anglo-Saxon homilies. "I have felt," he says, "a high degree of 
inter(:;t in looking into this mirror of Anglo-Saxon divinity, and I doubt not 
that many an indivi(ll1al on readin
 these sermon:", would furm quite another idea 
of the Anglo-Saxon clergy, than he has imbibed from the current repre:"entations 
of them in our ci\'il a11(l ecclesia!'tical histOl'ies." Xoel Deslande:-" bishop ofTre- 
glliel o in the sixtecmh century, was 
ndowed with such t'xtraordinary powers of 
per:-,ua...ion, that the churches could not contain the crowds which 
;:,embleJ to 
hear hi
 :o:el;mon:" so that stages used to be erected outside before the winllows of 
cathedral..., upon which auditors were placed. At the con:-,ecration of the church 
at Ferelltinulll ill the year 1191, the almu:-.;t incredible admiration of the p('ople on 
hearing the subtle 
ermon of Cardinal Jordan, is attested by hi...tOl.
..t Scarcely 
had the barefooted Carmelite father Pete I. made one sermon in Xaple
, when a 
change began to appear in the manner:; of his people. The vast C".1pital became 
penitent Xine\,<òh. The 1ll0:-,t dc...perate sinner:-, hearing the thunder come fmm 
his mouth, shed torrents of t('ar
, 
m,I changed their live5, 
o great wa..; the fìwce 
of his preaching, joined with the ...anctity of his life. In like manner, the ser- 
mOllS of the archbi:::hop of Granada, ill the la:-,t century, induced multitudes of 
Spaniards to renounce the custom of carrying puignard:-. TIut if we disco\'er ill his- 
tory that 
uch great excellenee,aml 
uch prodigious effect
,helongC(l to the preaching 
of men who were- otherwi:3e obscure, what must we conclude re:-,pecting the merits 
and influence of the eminent doctors who have left even npon earth imperishable 
reno\\"11? "In the midst of the church he opened his month; and the Lord fill- 
ed him with the 
pirit of wisdom and understanding, and dothed him with a :-.tole 
of g lor\"." This is what the Church !'inO's at the commemoration of her canoniz- 

 0 
ed teachers, and hi:-,tory, in reference to each, confirm
 the atte
tation. ,rho could 
enumcrate the multitm1cs that wefe ll1pltecl into lo\'e an,1 obedience by th
 meek 
and gentle flow of tlmt womlrou:;; source of li\'iug justice which Citeaux's 
cloister furni:-hed in the person of her TIernan1? AmI still let u::- kecp in milllI 
that all the great preachef:" of whom we read had been formed Ly the example 
and in
truction of other
 who:3e renOWI1 hath perishe(1. It was hy hcaring the 
sermon of Jordan, general of the Dominican..., that 
\.1bcrt the Great was mo\'etl to 
enter immediatpIy that order. "Greece," exclaillJ
 bt. Gregory of Tours, "wa:i 


,:<0 Gni1. 'hlmc<:. in yit:\ t'jus .\ng. 
ac. tow. n. 


t ItaJia 
.(cra, 1. 
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happy, which d
(,r\'es to hear Paul preaching; hut Gaul i
 not for.::aken h)' Chri:,t, 
to \\lwm the Lord vuueh...afe' a 
Iartin.". 
t. 1:0l1luald ill preaching W:l:-. :-%lid 
to r .mble one of the &craphs, for he hurnul \\ ith a flame of divinl" 10\"(', 
aud kim.llcù th():)e who heard him. 'rhcre\"cr he \\ ellt to preach, di
"()nl
 w('re 
appt..I:-l'(l, the poor liLernll)' 
"...i
tcù, the mann
rs and con\-er:-.ation of men I'l.'- 
fi)rml...I. 
\ll ju...tiee follm\ell \\ork... of l)tnanlOC, \\Orh-; of l1lerc)..t So olle eould 
('vcr IIl'
r St. J
Ula\"entura pn'a('h \\ ithout 10\"i1JIT amI Vl'IH,'rating him 
uch a Ct- 
ll
tial charit)" \\
 difflbt.ù b.y hi... very louk... fhe lcanll"tl AIIILru....iu... Camal- 
(lul('n.;:i
 
peak.; in allmimtion of thr eloquence of .....t. Bl.rnanlinc of ::;icllna, to 
\\ horn lit' ,\ rit
. 011 Ill.lrill
 that it'i.;: in contemplation to roli--t" him to the f'pi:o-eo- 
pal ( mee, 3ppri..ing him uf t11t
 uni,-ersll alarm whieh the )"('port ha.. proc.luced, 
1E,..t that lligllity :.houlù l':lU:)('.1II illterl"uption to hi 'rmon..., alul (liminil'lt tlte 
l.ffL'(_'Ì or hi... pn>achillO'. lIe hh-Ics him the admimble trumpet of JC"Iu" 'hril't, our 
Llnl, the tlefi'lllkr and pnacher uf 1)()\"Prt
", ,\ ho ("r)" :-Ulite; tllc proudp..t !-llnl- 
mÏt:,. Ill' 1'1)l.ak:ö- (If hi
 fril'lul ,\ he) 11l.lnl him pre
('h 3t nOml'; ami who dl'..:('rilxos 
that ille
IJau:-tiLle al.d immortal floud of <Ii \"int' eloquL'IIl'C al w:1)'s inCfl'n:-ing 
in m:lgnificen,"e frOlIl th
 \\Cl't lip'i of broth"r Ikrnanline, "ho ,\ ith the elo- 
(IUlIl('C uftlle Ih,ly bcriptll
, allli the ornniputcnee of the m ..t victoriOll::t Hame of 
.J
u... had Il...1 
llch multitUllcs of the hight..t alllllowe;;;t deg
 froUl the dark- 
n of ignorauce, anel the Wd of all vil"e-, to ('mhrare with the pUf(...t d(',-otion 
the "o
hip of that 1II0..t 1101 y name.". IIi:- fcolr... ,\ ere groundlf>'-"i; fOl' thuugh 
many citic::, "'Ought BUlIardille fi)r their chair, he tll.....lan'tl that he \\ ould never 
by .1..ic.I
 the habit alill povprty uf 
t. Francis. ""0 that he i., repn'..cnteò in 
p
inting with three mitl'b at hi.. feet, tv 
ignify his refu..al of 
ieIl1l3, Ferrara, :mel 

Iilan. 'rhell thi
 holy friar fir...t came to 
[ilan, hi
 namp \\:1.., hanIl)" known. 
'1nflaeus Y'('!!giu
 

.
, "\\lICII I W:li a boyahout twelve ).C:1r' old, I re- 
member "'Laciug him, and hearing him preach to the people, before he \\3.:) "'0 cele- 
bmtl...l; f<<)r I hacl a grammar ma:,ter, the I.,ec,t of vld men, who loved to hear 
him, and on f
tival da)-
 he woulcl ah\ays go, allll le
el with him 
ome of hi., 
favorite 'holal"', among whom I wn.:,. II u"l'<.l often to 
)' to U", 
 Let us go, 
Ix))-.., to hror that gc:>o<1 friar clad in ) poor a habit, Lut \\ ith 
uch grace upun his 
tOIl
Ul'.' II
 eon...tantly affirmed that he hall ne\'er heal-d any -me like him. 
TI-u..ting to my ma..ter's judgnwnt, 
llld not to my 0\\ n, which W:1'J not prodigiou.., 
as you may -upp
, at that tender age, J l"e\"('r('(1 the man, amI li..tene<l to him 
1I10..t attcnti\'el
-, though I coulcl hardly appr('{'iate the ,\cight ami maje..tJ of 
hi,.. gra,-e '-entpnæs; but as I beli('\'ed him to he such a... my ma
ter judgoo, all 
that hc ."'aid !'CCmeJ to me to i.....ue from a divine mouth. "llile thu-; prl'3ching- daily 
to the people, he Wful kno\\ n only (0 a fpw of the Iparnt'CJ ; hut h
" d('
r
 he be- 
g-an to attract general attention, and ...t the cI05e of hi
 Lent bCrmon,;;;, 1)Q well wa:, 
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he appTf'ciated, that from that time nothing wa
 more il1114riol1s than the name of 
Bf>rnanlillc. It wa:i wonderful to behold the crowds tllat flocked to hear him, 
amI that were cOIl\'erted by him. They ran to the church like ant
, amI there 
were not priest
 enuugh to hear their confe
;;;ion:" and admini:ö:ter the :-:acraments. 
In one year the number of communions equalled that uf ten ordinary year:-:. 
)Ian"elIous too, it wa
 to 
ee 
uch nl1l1lber
 of young nobk:, educatetl in the ut- 
11104 delicacy and :ö:plendor, now voluntarily seeking the humiliation of the mi- 
nor:" and exchanging profane for holy songs." The preaching of thi:, holy friar 
wa
 celebratetl, not only in It
ly, but throughout the worh1. Copie,:; ufhis ser- 
mons were di
elllinated through bpain, France, the British I:,land..., Germany, 
IIullgary, Cypru
, the coa
t of 
\.:5ia, Greece, and through I1lan
' oriental nation.... 
Hobbery on the highway
, piracy at sea, faction, that had imbued with blood the 
Hreets of citie:-:, ::uperstitions and cruelties worthy of Gentile:" profanation and 
utter neglect of the festÏ\"als, the disu:,e of prayer, and of a

i4ing at ma
..., atro- 
ciou'i :,pectacles, all the horrors and desolations which were the seeds of the here:--y 
of the sixteenth century, )-ielded to his \"oice. Through this perii:hing world did 
he walk, preaehing .Te
us and tile resurrection to judgment, nor was he otherwi:,f' 
recei\"ed than a
 all apo:,tle of Chri
t. The crowd:; usetl to ai:semble at break of 
day, many coming from a di:,tance of thirty mile.;;; to hear him, as if they believed 
that the Holy Gho:;t would de:-;ceml npon them as formerly upon tho
e who 
ht->1ien't.l, 011 hearing the apostles. So one couIù describe the fruits which followed 
hi:-: preaching, nor tell how man
" citie;;; and individuals laid aside enmity for 
l,eace, how many licentiou
 youths were reclaimed to a holy life, how many dis- 

ipatetl women were prevailed on to renounce the ways of vanity; restitution, to 
the amount 1'ometilUe8 of a thou:,and gold dumts, u
ell to be made; tables for 
play, and other in
truments of dis-:>ipation, u:sed to be brought to him, and thrown 
into the flame
, while new hospitals and convent5 marked 
very way on which 
he had pa!o':,ed.* "0 how many lucrati\-e, but sinful kinds of commerce, were 
renounced !" cries one who had hea:d him; ,. how many impo:;itions in buying 
and selling, how mallY perjuries and deception:, at an end! How many sons 
rendered dutiful ta their parents; how many parents careful of their children; 
huw many married per
ons re-united in Io\"e and fidelity, how many maste
 made 
gentle, how many 

rvant::; faithful, how many of all cl
:.;es re..;(ored to wi
dom, 
amI to the peaceful port of ble:'5cd religion! If filltiquity extolled Pythagor3.5 
for having reformed one city, what praise is due to him who imbued with such 
!:mperior tloctrines innumerable multitude,:; of people in every state of Italy? At 
Bologna; he IH"eached from the step:, uf St. Petronio, and dit'e-tablt:'
 were thrown 
into a \"a
t fire made in the centre of the 
quare. An arti7an soon afterward3 
complained that he could paint nothing eI:,e, amI that "irh the"l
 he had before 
:'lIpporteù his famil), 10 whom Bernardille replied, ,. If you can paint nothing 
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d:-e, paint thi... fig-m'l';' :nul mal. illg a ,.il.,.It. ill' fornlC'.) a :-oun \\ ithin it, awl in 
the centrt Ill' \\ !"..ft. 111(' lIallll' of,J(....tI" \\ hi(.h Wl' ('an IInw :"'l...' IIl1dl'r tll(' porch 01 the 
good ,TI"tI..., \\ ith tll(' (.f1i;.:.".'" of thl' ..aim. 1'11('11 thl' p.'nplf,})t'ing din'('h...l by B..r- 
lIardilll', (',UIII' to purl'ha..(' th....,. 1Il'\\ t:1Llc'
, :111(1 tllc 111:111 (In'\\ lIIort. profit than 
he fore. 
\. tahl.. uf thi:. kill(I 011 \\"hich tiJl' 11111.\' !l:lme \\"a.. p.ainrt'(I within rays (If 
gold, liP tI..('(1 tn huld ill hi:-i hallll \\ hilt, pl't':lI"laill;.!, :llitl pn"l'lIt it frolll timc to 
tinw tn thl' pt'uple. 
IlIfbm,'" Ly II i:-i . 'rmoll.. at Flnn'lIcl', :lÍtel' a pn 1,1 ic "II ppl ie.ltioll, t hl' p"ol'le 
l'redl'tl a ,"a..t :,tolle in the :-qtl:ll"e of s.uata Cro(,<" on \\"hi..h \\"a... ill:o-t'rihl'(l tll(' 1I:1l11e 
of Jc
u". It \\"&1:-. tlm.. that tlu,')" n.þlicd to the cllcmi(... of tilt' huly mall, \\ 110 at'cu"l..1 
him (If ('xtr:l\"a,T:lIIl'I' in mloptin
 tili... lI1annel. of('xpl'( "ill;.! \'pncration fin.the!-a- 
"rl'C.I n:lIl1e. .\t ;"\ienna, al..o, after a puhli(' :--ol,'lIlIIit,y, tilt' m:l
i..tI'ates of tile 
city, anti cler
y, d..crt.'C.'C.I puhlil> hUllor
 tl) thi:o. tablt.t, :uul hall it hl'.Ultifnlly J'uint",1 
in the (.h.ll'actl'r.. propoS{'(1 hy Bt'l"IIardil)(, (})1 tll(' c'ity hall. Tlh
 fruit:-- of 
t. ];..1- 
nal.dinl"s p!"eadling WPI"(' g-athl're(I in II1an)" citil':o. e f Italy IOIl
 after Ill' had I'a:-.....) 
fl'olll the \\ orIel, a.. I:,o},ert dl LYl'io tl....t i fie... 
{,\"l'ral ...del,r:u(.,1 pn.al'lu,...:-:, hO\\. 
c\"er, ..tH'(.pc.,I, (llailll, who \\ere :--111'1'0,(',1 tu ha\"e imitalt'tl hi:o. 
t
"It.. ,Joll11 dc 
Capi:o-tr:mo was follo\\",...1 by:-.udl multitut1e:-ö, tllat it wa:, alway:o- m.("('....,ary in I'a:o-:-.- 
ing through tla(' rnmcl, to prottet 111m \\ ith guard..., 01' tor(.h-hl'3rl'....., je..t Ill' 
holll,l 
IX' !o'ufToe.th'tI. Du..in:.: fc,rty ) ('.11':0, from III.. 
 IItc>ring till' ord('I' of 
Iillllr:--. till th
 
('1111 of his lifi., he 1H"(':l('la('tll'oll:""talltly to faithful tlIlil infi,ld.... tll(' LOI',I eu-operat- 
ing amI ('()JJfirmill1! his \\01"(1 \\ ith !-ign:o, followiuh. To hlal' thC::K:111101l:- of Henmr- 
dine of 
Ionte Fdtl"O, cities amI princcs c
Hltcntll'd with l';lch other. After 
preaching fi,r 
onw timp in '.c'ni('(', he \\a.:, about to (Iepart to P:ulu3, to pr..aeh tlwre 
tlurill
 the J 'llt of] 117, Imt tilt' 'Yl'llt'tialls l'ntreatell Yemlramillo, the (loge, 
to dd
lin him, whidl II(> ('lIcl":n'or('f1 to do; hilt tile friar rt'plif'cl that he IIIII:--t 
olK'Y hi
 :--upcrior.., amI 
(), durin'" a tl'mpl-:,tu01h nidlt, Ill' left Y l.niCl', while the 
:mtllOritit!; \\ PI"(' }tn'p.lI'ing to due1,> themalldateofhi;.HIJ)(.rior
.by obtainillg 
letters from POPl> Si
tll"', ordering him to rl'lllain. 
\g'.lin, in 1-1ð3, after p"l'3C'h- 
ing with great fruit at Parn13, in the <..':\th(.(1ral, :It the l'ud of tl)(' )'(,3r h(.iug or- 
eIt.red, Ly pontifieallcttcr.. from IIIIIUCI'lIt YIII., to pr('adl at B()III
n:l, tlac eiti- 
7eu..; of Parma 3ppli('(I to the duke of :\Iilan, tll n'fIUl.
t that ht' would pn'vl'lIt hi:l 
lea\"illg them. The prefL"Ct of the cit), 
rled :Ul ol"(lill3.nC'e to forbid hi
 dl'part- 
un'. 
\fI:..r sonw (l..I:IY, lie ohtaiu('(1 IP:l\"P to go to the Iwig-hhoring eOn\'l'nt of hi
 
onl!'r, anel tlll'lll'e lit' dfl't.t('C.I his (':",e':lp" ,1111'in
 the nig-Iat. arul taking dl'
(,..t 
mountain way!', 
uC(,"Cl'd('(I ill pur:""11 ilw hi:-i jOUl'IJ('Y Nlfl' to t hI' :J ppoint,'(I city. The 
ne
t 
.ear, he ngain prt...l.rhl'(I the L,'nt at Parma, allll b..forp it... c
piration he 
rccl'ivl'e1 an invitation fro III the ]
Iorentinl'_"', who entreab.a that lie won III pre:lch 
thc Lent in the foIlowing p':!I' at FJOJ.(.m..... On It'
wing Padna. in 1-192, lae 
T('('('iyed deputies from the magi
trat('-; of lla

Ulo, Citradello. C:l!'tl"a Xuo\'a, 
'o,.ali!", an(1 
\!'oli, ('ntreati(}
 that he wouM preaeh 3t 1p3.....t on('(' in tlwir J"1':'pec- 
tin' town!'. ""hilt. h.. W:l
 :It Florl'lIee in 149:3, appliCátiun was made to the \'icar 



AGE S OFF A I T II. 


[)]7 


general to order him to preach at so many different p1ace:-; that it was impossible 
tu :-atisf,r them in one year. lIe wa;o; demautled 1,)" .DrixolI, 
Iilan, Ravenna, 
Perngia, .A
:.;;i=,iurn, Spoleto, .:\le8:'3I1a, and Palermo. The Spanish ambas....ador 
came to him with lllll('h I'everl'nce, and entreated that he would p:l:'s into Spain, 
where the seeds of 
acred doctrine, he 
aid, would yield an aLullùant harw'st. 
In l-W-1 he was dptained at ::\1antua, through the intf'Tcp=,,,,ion of the vicar general, 
who wa:;; lwrplexed with the lllultitLu1e of cl:1ims re,>pectillg him. How many 
noble cities contended fOl" him! "Yhat a 1-'en
ation in tile Homan cOllrt! ,rhat 
an emulation among great prilJce
 to obtain a sight of one little, humble friar, 
amI have him for a. corrector of their manner:;! )Iany iIJtere4ing detail
 are 
gin\n re:-:pecting thp l'nthll:,iasm with which he was every" here rcCt'ive<l. ""hen 
he preached at :1\1antua, not unly all the citizen
, hut all the people within 
t\\"p1\'e mile:-. of the 
urrounding country came to Ileal' him, in presen('e of whom 
he l)()]dly admoni
hed the marqni
 Fredel'ic. on account of the injustice and n('- 
gll'ct of his government: all tn'mhled for him, but the prince replied to hi!'collr- 
tier:" that the fl'iar ha(l (lone hi., duty, :111(1 that he wi
hed other:; might follow 
his example. 'rlll'n he tra,"elled lie flHlnd it almo:"t always nece:;
ary to 
et out 
during the night, to avoid the multitude that would follow him; and from 
Aquilæa, though he departed at midnight, he was attended hy va:-:t crowds, from 
which he could not c
cape. Sometime
, as at Brixton, he left his compan10ns in 
the city to conceallllore effectually his departm'e. In 1492, a:" he approached 
Castle Franco, the governor of the ('ity, with the chief men, l'ame out to the 
di
tance of four mile., to meet him, and with the greate:::t joy lell him into the 
('ity. "
hen he returnf'd to ::\1ontp FeItm, his felIow citizen:-: prepared him a 
triumphal entry. The hou
es were all hung with tapc4ry, and thp
treets aùorn- 
1'(1 with garland:-:. TIH' towns were completely filled with the mn1titudp. The 
inns (lill not 
uffice, and many pas:-:ed the night in the ehurcIu"\:-, :uHl under the 
porticoe:--. 
Thc peoplc left the neighboring' towns in [--uch numht'r..;, that the magi..;tr:,t(.:-" 
fearing lest they 
hould be wholly de:-ertetl, and 
o hel'on1l' a prl'y tu the l'1ll'IIIY, 
for the Germans and \T enetians were then at war, i:,";l1('<.1 a (le('ree fnrhi(ldill
 
more than three hundrell per:"ons to lea\'e any town at a time. Even the Gel'- 
mans, though but liulp aequaillted with Italian, used to coow to hi
 
erm()IJ"';; hut 
these were only admitted 
)r the day, and at night a herald cOlllmanded thl'lll to 
Ipave the cih' , tlwir ",i\"c5 and children howc\"{)r hl'in o ' } wrmitted to :-:lee } ) in the 
01 ." ;:, 
public porches,. the prætm" gi,'ing them 
uard
, Ipst thpy :-:houltl 
ntfel" any injury 
(lm'ing the lJight. At the f(....ti,.a1 of 
t" BprnardilJp of Sienna, a 
tnrm ('.une 011 
during his 
ermon, and a-; the aWllin
 with which the whole market-place W:1S 
('()\"ered became agitated, the p('ople had no sl)('Iter from the wintI amI rain. 
Through pity ror them, he 
ollght twice or thrice to finish his 
erlllon, Lut each 
time thp whole a
...{'mhl
' exclaimed th:lt he ::)hon1(1 C'ontinne, am1 during' a tf'mp(';;:t 
of two hours the) heard him pl"eacJ.. _\.lIother tillJ
, leaving Cl"ellWlla to prl'".lch 
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OJ) the ;:,mub)" at Loc.li, more than two thollsalH} pp..
on..; 
pl off hefore him, and 
travelled all night. ''"hen the inhabitants of that [()\\ II W
C pari)" ill tile Illorn- 
ing, ami 
c to the forum, the ..ca
 whidl 
hey had pn'parl.J lor tlu.:m:::>dvcs for 
the occasion, were .l.ln'ad}' oecupit.'C.1 by thl' people of Crt' mona, whv:se zeal filled 
them with admiration. In l-1U3 being Onlt'rl'tl to proc'el'd to \rl'tium, to rep
 
the tumultuou..; populace, he left Florcl1
 
retly, aeconliug to his custom; but 
yet he could not prevent ruany noblu" doctor:" anù religion.:; men, from following 
him. Le:l\'ing Pout. Levano about midnight, he found more thsu four hundred 
p('r
n
 waiting out
i(Ie the gatt.':; to h('.l.r him pn'dch. Un\\ ilIing to ()i
appoint 
them, Ill' said m3:-:-, before break or da)., nml then from the altar preached for one 
hour. At Padua, })reaehing on the fe...tÏ\'alof :::5t. Antony, the magi:4rate:- ap- 
pointed a certain painter to delineate him as he stood in the pulpit. _\pproach- 
ing Clarina, a grammarian with hi:o; :--dlOlar
 c..'une to meet him, and recited 
cl'rtain \"er:-'('S in hi..; prai:--f', whom he (':\hort('() to in!-otruct youth in Christian 
malllH'rs and piety. ,r ould you hear now what were the fruit... of his apo:-,tolie 
bOOr:-,? Un th..;c history i
 not ..iIent. After lea\-inb Parma in 1496, on ar- 
rivin
 at '[odena, when about to 
LDÙ back the guid{', 10, he behelù thi
 youth 
at hi
 f('pt, offering him the hor
e whieh ha(1 (':uri(>(1 hi... ho()k
. "0 man of God," 
said h(', IC I owe tll('c gf('ah'r thir)IT
 than thi:, hor
l'; tor it ha.. been 0\\ iug to 
)"our \VoI"(I
 of fire that two (1(.htol'S of my late father, who...e dcLt,; were wholly 
unkno\\ n to me, and uf "hicL he made no mention ill his will, have come to our 
hotbP, hringing with them the t ntiN' 
um
 \\ hic'h thl'Y 0\\"('(1 to him, in couse- 
(IU('II.('(> uf whid, I have ri
en from a wrf'teh('(1 to a happy condition." 

nd, were ('very where tll(' re!"lIlt:; of hi:i 'Crmon:o:. In 1183 the inhabitants of 
Pa\.i., were filled with a:>toni:-.hmellt at their own reformation. "Lo," 
id tirey, 
"that lI!'urer! ho\\ liheral he is now to the poor! that int 'mperate youth, how he 
curhs his l'on('upi
'('nN'! how r('tif('d amI h:1..;hfnl i.. hceome that Illodl'...t woman! 
how man)" are f('('all('(1 from ('viI art..; ancl ,'anity 
" The Illagi:o:trate..., observing 
the ciK"Ct
, puhli:sIIl'(1 a d('Crce, orderin'T that all shop..; 
honld be clo
 -d while he was 
IWP:l.<'hing; hut Ill' ol
ectetl to this 1I1c.1::)Ure, ami p'rsu.ld('(I thew to withdraw it, 
:nul from that time' no !-ohop wa
 left open. Il('re he hnrnt in one fire Ol
l'('ts 
to the value of t\\O tholl..;and piL'C
 of golJ. Ai his 1'ermons in Sienn.l, )10- 
dèlla, Parma, and otl1('r p!a('{'s Ill' committed to tIll' fbmps ,\ hat were term('(I ('a..;- 
th...; of 
atal1, immen
 piles compos('d of prohibitc<l book,,;, vain ornament.., 
('arJ
, and tahle:--. lIe hurnt, at Perugia, books uf magic, necromancy, and 
cvil art..;, to whil'h that people w('re addicted, and at Bri:\on the nove]..; of Boc- 
cacio. lIe abo per:su
l(l('(l.:-:('ho]a...tic prCC<'ptors in variou..; place:s to cea:se from 
t'xplaining :\Iartial'!) epigram:', û\.id':i amatory poetry, Petroniu:" and other 
[o.ueh authors. On lea\'ing Pavia, the ('iti7en
 erpctprl a neW pulpit in the 
!'<j113re near the cathedra1, 011 tIlt.' ;-:pot where he hat} preaphpd. On this thl'Y 
plaQ>d his image, under whieh were in..;erilw(I thp
e wo..(I.... whirh II(' u
('d frt.- 
qucnt1y to repeat, "Nolite diIigere Jl1umlnm." On coming to Florence in 
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1-t-D3, Peter de 
Iedicis am] the senate had taken alarm, 
nd he was forbidden to 
preach within the city. "
hen le
l\'e \Va..; at If'ngth granted, he preached in the 
gl"l..
at :o:qllare, which was not large enough to contain the rnu1titudl', so that thl' 
pl'opl
 oceupie,l the roofs and windows of the h(Hl:'f'
, :lllxioll-; at lca:-;t tu beho1d 
hi::; (re.4111.l.... from a distance. On the follo,,'ing" da\' , mallY relations of tho..:e who 
o 
 
 
 
hall 
uL...el"ibed the edict fOl' expelling him the Florentine state, came awl sought 
hi:; fOl"gi\'ene:,
, and implored his L('mdictioJl fur thcm
e1v<..:-; and theil' families. 
At Florence he preached en'ry day. In hi:; 
crmon lle sparøl no ahuse, and 
fcarell no powf'r. At Padua he preach!'(} agaill:;t timid or corrupt jll,lge..:, 
who were I11m'cd either by fear or gift
. 
In 1492, at 'Tiglc\'ano, he prf'ached ill tIle Franci:,ean church, in prc
elJc<, of 
J.Rwi
 Sforza, duke of )Iilan, and Beatrice of E..:re, hi
 wife, and all their mini:-;- 
ters; he 
howed what were the dutie
 of the prince, the proper stipeml:o; of mini:-o- 
ters, the necessity of paying the deht.;; of crl'ditor
, which were thcn one source of 
great complaint, and the duty of honoring blc:)::;eù )Iary, tU\V3I'<1::; whom that court 
hatllong been noted for its irre\'el'ence. On descen:ling, the duke pl1hli('ly thank('d 
him, an<1 within two days he pai<1 all hi
 ùehts e\'ell to the last farthing, aud 
Il1oreo\'er decreed that in future the duke:; of 
[ilal1 ;-;houlll alw:1Y
 celebrate the 
1e4i\'al of the immaculate conception, in the clmrch of S:, Franci
, at )lilall, 
and after the office, dii'tribute great aIm:; to the poor. III 1-19:3, he con
oled by 
hi
 :SCI'mOlh the afHicte,,1 and humiliated citizens of Perugia, inveighing again
t ty- 
ranllY, hatred, and murFler, introdueing the per:-5ons of the ancient t)'rants, Do- 
mitian, :Yero, Leo, and Diollysiu::,. _\t these sermons, Guido Ballionu
, head of the 
chief faction, 
at always oppo
ite the pulpit, that hi:; presence might intimidate him; 
but Bernal'l1Ïne was so little <bunted, that lie kept hi:; eyes fixed on him, while at 
his look the tymllt turned pale and betraye(l the I1tmo..:t internal anxiety. At \
i- 
cenza, he repressed with a divine power, the vanitif's of the carni\
al, so that the im- 
patient youth was þer::iuaded to relinqui:"h its accu:"tomed, and ardently expected 
amlt:-:emenh; but here the vein which he had ruptured 
hortly before, when 
Pl'eaching in the town of St. Ca

ian, again bnr
t, and from that time his dissolu- 
tion approacheù mpidly, while he wa
 oblig{'d by physicians to refrain from al1 
eXHtion during ShOl.t intervals. ..\.t hi.s la..:t 
E'l'mon, before leaving Padua, he 
seemed to fore:::ee that he was never to r{'turn tIH:'rc. ".. eak and !'uffl'ring, he 
was recei\'ed into Pavia, amid::,l triumphant acclamations, amI he Legan his ser- 
mou by an allusion to hi., mnl approaching death, 
aying, t. Phy[ò:ician curf" thy- 
self; apply thy doctrine to thine own heart." Hilt this digre:'osion the hearers 
did not understand tm afterwards. Bernanline of )lol1te Fe1tro anù John ùe 
Capi:,trano, were not, however, the only eminent preachers who succeeded the holy 
advocate of Sienna. The friars, J\Iatthew of Sicily, _\ntonio of Bitonto, John of 
Prato, .Jame" Donzf'l1i of Bologna, Syh'<,ster of Sienna, Antonio of Rimini, 

Iichae
 of 
ribn. An lonio of V' ercilli
. CheJ'nhino of Spoleto, Dominicu... of 
P:ulua, an(1 Thl'o<1orie of O..:nabUl'g, a minor of ColoJ;l1è, and celebrated through- 
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out Germany, wcre all ('on:--pi('uOlh 011 the holy mountain, as prf'aehing (he pre- 
Ct'}>ts of the Lord. '1'11\)llIa..: IJlyrieu:-;, !o-llrnaru '<.1 in FI':llll'e, Ie Sllllct hUUlme, W
 
a pn'a(.hf'r whOSt' ho1," do('t rilU' w:ltt'f('tl all Europe. This ,vas the friar bO ùear 
to Pl'}"'" l'h'lIlt'lIt Y I r. alltI \\ ho pn.aelu'tl with :-lIeh boltlnf':--s agaill:o;t the vices CJ{ 
l't"('h'..ia:--tic...:, :1lltl of lIlen in all order:-. of the 
tatt', openly pr('(Iidillg the Ill'rc:o;)" of 
Lutllt'l' fifty )"C:lf8 hefcm' it brok' out, so that he is stylet! the Ca

audra of our 
l'vils hy Flol"l'IIIU1H) Rt'IIlUlltI, coun:--('lJor or th
 Parliament of Bonl('3u
, in hi..; 
I..an)l'() work. }).. ortu hære:o:('on.* '1'1.(':-.(' lights h:we 1<'(111<; to the dlJ
 uf the 
fi ftt't'nt h l
ntury. Let us go ha('k tl)('11 to more ullcÎent lla)"S. 
"'hat W'lIUltl it laa\"e b '#'11, thil;k you, reatler, to have Illartl bt. ßonavcntura 
prl'a('h, or tn ha\'e &it at the fed uf tlw profound and fen'cnt Fram'is, li
telling 
to tÌlo"c :,imple, moving exhortations \\ hieh cOIl\'ert('(I whole generations to the 
10\"1' of po\"('rly, and the ol"'lIil'uct, ofChri:-t! Itoftt'n happened that mllre tllan 
thirty per:-olh \\ olllù he ('onvert,.d to pcnitt'IH'e, afh'rlll'aring one (If hi.; !-l'rlllon
. t 
.\ c Intcmpol"8l'y munk of
t. JII..tina, at Pal)ua, in !ai:- ('hronide of tIll' event.::> which 
pa......ctl in LombartIy, (Iescribcs the eifL'Ct... pn....f'ribcd Ly the 1\\ 0 trUlllpets of heaven, 
I )ominieI.: .\11(1 Frau('i-;, \\ hi<'h awakeut'(1 the :-h't'ping \\ orhI \\ ith a fearful !'-ound, 
amI ('x(.it('tl mPII to hatth' a'Tain:o;t the triple euemy. 11(,11 to its ('I'Utft' ij,lt the 
POWt'I' of their pread.iu
, \\ hil'h cut uil' it
 ,\ olltC'lI !'-ul'plie.. at thC' !'OUfl'('. All 
_\..ti, \\c re.l<l, \\a., lUon"\I at the voice of Pmnci:,. All b(:gan to fear aut! obt.y 
(;Ot), to forgin
 one another, to {.Jrget injnriC':-, hJ bury hau'L'(I..:, to renounce u
ury, 
to mal...c rl'
titlltion, (0 avoil) pompi alltl pby:-, allt)l'v('ry kil)(l ofluxury. Turin 
coull! only he ('oll:-ol('() at hi:; departufl' when he prnlJouuf'L't1 hi., 
olellln blc:::",iug 
over till' city, in tbe nunl::>> of f't. Paul to the fh ..;alonian
. .At Curtemilla the 
couutry 1)L,(Jplc left their pluugh.. anti implemt'llb in the fiell!:", am) flIÞCkt.'lI ill to 
he.lr his c1i..:cou
cs on the vanity of the worlel which pa:-
('s away, the penalty that 
:mait'i :"inner
, and the e\'('rla.;tin
 ht'atitlllle of till' jll",t. The hartle4 hearts Wl're 
:,plit like rock,,; uf the (Ie:, 'rt, al)(l tlU' wakr:s of contritiun 110wl'(l from tllt
m. 
" henever he entl'r{'(! to\Vn
 or rastles, the clergy u:o,L'l1 to go forth to meet him the 
hells were rung, men e
ulted, womC'1l rC'joicecl, anlI thC' bors al)() childl'en eame 
01lt with branches in their hands, gI()rifyin
 GO(I.! 
The fir.--t ad rl't.'On)l'(l nf the ble"':-f'1I 
ylve:"h'I', the !.'Iofl'ntine, inclicated the 
cntllll:ii:blll whi('h W:L"; prOthlcl.'(I by a preacher whoðC H'rmon' he Ion'll tl) hear; 
for in the year 1;112 he Ib('(I to :L......i:.t at the :-- 'rmoll
 of brother ,Tor(1:1Il of Pi:o:a. 
a l'eleLraLt't1 Dominil'an, in the ('ou\'cnt of R 'bria Xm'ella at Flon'nee, who 
prea('hl'(l with gn.at dr('l'
 not (July in tlll' ('hllrdll.':oõ, but in the 
trce[..; (If tllt'l'it", 
and while pall..;ing tu rc...t l>t,twL'C1l till' cli\"i...ion:s of hi.. (Ii...('onr...,., :-\
'h'e:"tt'r 1I
' II 
to prc......cnt him \\ ith \\ iul', by which att(,nliun he fi
t attractl.J the uUlice of th
 
preacher amI suhsequently became his di:-cipl
.9 


· Lib. 1. c. 3, and 4. 
t Wadding, .\.nnalcs 
[inorulll, tom. I. 


t Lcs Chroniqnes l]e!4 Frcre
 'lim,'uI1'I Lib. II. c. 3:;. 
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Rerthold of Rati...hon, a FralH"i
can in the time of Frederick J1., cOlIJmclllk..1 
among the illll...triou:; \\Titer;o; of Germany, who:;e bqmlcbrc is seen in the COllvcnt 
of the friar
 at Rati:-;hon, on which i
 iu:;cri
d nothing but "Bertholdus magnu:i 
Prædicator," had 
uch a grace of prl:.'aching, that often sixty, and 
ûmetilllb l'ven 
a hundred tbou:-òall<l ppr:-òon:-: would a:o-:-òpmblp to hear him, and wait during lUany 
hours for hi:, arrival. The field near Glatz in Buhemia, where Ill' used tu preach, 
is called the field of Berthold to this day. On one occa:.;ion, he 
poke with such 
force against the 
in of luxury, that a certain woman who wa.-.; a public sinner is 

aid to ha\'e expired through contrition on the !-pot, though others say that she 
\fa:' re
tored to life, hy the interce:,,;;;ion of the holy preacher, who rebuked the 
people for ascribing it to the jllllgment of God.* St. .Anthony of Padua preaching 
at Limoge
, such was the multitude of people that there was no cburch large enough 
to contain them, and he preached in the open air. .A certain woman greatly 
desiring to hear him, and her husband not choosing to permit her, as it was a 
lrogue di:-òtance from the town, 
he went up into the granary, in order at least to 
content her eyes by looking towards the 
pot where he was at that moment 
preaching the word of God.t Similarly at Padua, there was no churdl large 
enough to contain the cl"Owds that flocked to heat. him, and he therefore used to 
11reach in the open air, and sometimes in a great field without the walls. 
The people u...ed to rise by night, and hasten with lanterns to keep places in the 
field, when it was known he was to preach. There you might have found illus- 
trious nobles and high-born dames humbly clothed, pa:-,
ing through the uh:;cure 
night nndisgui:,ed from the people. During his 
erlllon
, the shops u:-,cd to be 
dO:-Òf-'d, the court;; of ju:,tice su:.;peluled, as if it had bcen a solemn festi\Oal, and 
with 
uch deep attention was he foJIowed, that among thirty thousand per
on:-; no 
word of interruption could be heard, and if he had not had guards round him, 
the people wouM ha,n> torn off hi:-; clothes out of devotion, to po:"sess themsehoes 
{If it
 fragment:-ò.. \rhere\'er he preached, quarrel
 were appea
etl, debtor,;; werp 
lihpmted, re
titutioll wa., m:ule of gouds, and there were IlOL priests sufficient to hear 
the conÙ
:-ò...il)ns of the penitent people.! Some minor friars journeying, o\'ertook 
a yery oltl m:\11 rctnrnill
 from Rome, who told them, in course of con\Oer:,atiun, 
that he had known their grPat preacher. 
t. Anthony of Padua, and that formerly 
he was one of tweI n
 I'Ohl)l'r
 who u:O-l'd to lie in wait in the woods to plunder trayel- 
ler.;:. "\r e u:'l.d (0 hear." :-,aid 11('. .'of the wOl1llerful preaching of this holy Ulall 
alJd how mon
 than twenty thou:,alul }>cr:-òon;o; u
e(l to a
..:emble when he preached, 
and we all felt great curiosity to 
ee him. So we changed our dr('4õ::")
:5, and dis- 

lIi:'e\l our fact:;, amI \\ (,Ilt tu thp place where he was preaching, and heard him. 
It :-:eellls like 'yt...:tertlay whpn I think of that hour in which we felt our hearts 
melting like wax Lefort, the fire at the ::-ommd of his voice. "
e beC3me contrite 


· Wa(1ding. Annal, )[inorllm. tllm. 10. a. 1272. 

 ""adding, A\nnalcs )[inolllm, tllm. I. 
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flH" our \\ icked lin'
, \\C gri('\.('(I, wc w('pt, we lar upon the rarth. Finally w<, 
took ('uumgl.', alhln.:o.....cd Ihc 

Iint, amI ('oufp..;:-;ed all our :-;in.... ,,
ou1<l that I ('oul(1 
explaiu, hili 1l':ulIIot, ho\\ piou:--I)', how pat('rnally, he n.("t.i\"(..lll:--. "
bat (,t'le
- 
tial .10..trilU', what \\,)1"(1:, uf :--alvation he adrnini...tt..r('(l, \\ hal prol))i:,('!' lit' !!an' U" 
if \\e p..r:-:en'rt d ill nUt}' . 'rvie(', \\ hat thn'a
 he held out if lil"c t.Ioös \\t.' 
h()uld 
'".turn to our \"omit.' ::;ollie ft.\\ of us t1i.1 ,,'turn to our 01.1 \\ ick."tllll-:-, whom 
I lll
':,df 
I\V p<'ri:--h :--horll)" attt'r\\artl:i ill horriblt> tormeut. ..\11 fhl' rest ('ouliu- 
1Il'(1 hu1r amI rmule a hll''''
f.1 ('Ufl. Un 111<', h..
it.l'. oth('r })('uar)('l', lit' irnpo
.l tilt' 
obi igal iou o{ \" i:--it in;; t \\(-I\.c t irnl'" Ih ' thn.:-;JwltI of till' np"..t 1(':,. I nn. now r('turnillg 
.. 
"ith a light Jll'art frolll my Ì\\clfth \"i
it to the :-dd"ed ("it)", huping that in me \\ ill 
he fulfilll'(I th' promi
p of the hul)' mau, \\ ho
c tlo('triu<" :1:-; filr 
I" Jurman iufirmity 
J'l'rrnit:-., I ha\"l" from thai tiuU', ('lul('a\"III"('(1 always to obM.-'n'p."* 
Durin!! a mi;oo:o-iou wbi,'h :-'t. Fr:m('i.. It ..ri..; 1));((1.. in tlU' wild amI mountainous 
('"ulllr)" of the \ï\"ar. ..., Clue dn) Uh hc }('ft a dlUreh, 11(' met a truop of people, \\ ho 
cmut" up amI :-aid, "Fatlwr. (10 not n'fu..c u
 till' (,oll:,olal ion of Ilt'ari 1If! ) ou prl.'acl, ; 

'il1l-c ).('slt'rday wc J a\"L I ra \"(.11 ('C I I ,n.ln' ll.agnes throu
h horrihle "ny..., in unl('r 
tn ha\"e thi
 !'-:ui...f:wtioll:' 'I'll(' holy prit.;oot, t-Il;ootaiJI(,'C1 hy hi
 I'.(.al, returned into 
th' t.Jurrt.'h, amI m:Hle tll('lU :1 pntlleti(' l.
hortatiun. John tI'.\ \"ih., 
unl:lIll{'t.l the 
:'I'u
tle of \mlalu:o-i:l. from tLl.' gn.at dll'Cf:-- 
hidl f{)IlO\H.d hi
 1)I'('a('hin
, "as 
deli\"cring a 
t'rnlUll in prai:--e of "'I. "cba....tian, at Ihc IH'rmitag-c tl('Clic:ll...d to 
that martyr, on the height... alK>\'c the ('ity of ,"':ran:ula, \\ ht.'11 .TollII of (:0.1 first 
IIt.':ml him. 1ft' :-opokt.' wilh 1'-lwh fo("('C' of tlw happin .'. of Ih().:)C ,,110 :--uflèl' fi)r 
,T"''''II:- ('hri:-ot, that hi:o. wor.l.. prov('(1 ..0 mallr bllrllin
 darts in the h('.ut of this 
oh-.cllre :-otranbt.'r" youth. \\ ho from Ihat moment OC'C3.IUC incapahle of ('\'cr after" anls 
lo\"iUt; h'l1Ipl)ral thing:-.t 
t. Philip Xt'ri Oß('(' prm("llt'd a 
crl11on "pon nün-re:-oi- 
derH'(', hl'fore thl' Ptll)t' Gr('gory XY'., whi..h Ita.llh... dft.'C.t of :--l.mling thirty hi;oohops 
to thl.ir r('...p('Cti\"l! .Iioce...e the fc,lluwing (lay. Thorn:... à Kt'mpis wa.s !:)urnamed the 
h:uunH'I', fmm the fcu"cc with whit.'h h ' was able to ..trike thl' hearts of :--innl'rs. Xor 
ditl the higllf,:-t (' 'CI
iastical (li
nit)" interfcrl' wilh the ..
.'r('i
\.. of th(,:'l! wmulrollo; 
pm' (Ors oi" per:'lIa
i(}lI, a... Ihe :,,{'rnwlI..; of (;rq
ory amI JÁo, alltl iIllHlm('ml,le othl'r 
pUlltin
 (":.Hl lx'ar \\ iwl':';oo. A'-It'I' hearirw II iltlchraruI prl'ach, whell prior uf ChillY, 
the ('1)1 peror Henry I I 1. l'
claimt'(l that he h:ul lIe\"('r hl'anl a man IU"each the wurtl 
of GOtI ,,,ith :--ndl hpltlnu.....
 Thi
 wa... the rcnownetl light whieh 
uh"('(I'It'l1dy 
from Ih(' ':-(,'\"cnlh (-;I"l'
ory illuminatcd the whole ('hurc'h. It i-; f'Upp'):"l'CI that 
Halltt' fir:"t ('olU'(.i\"l'Cl the itlca of his immorlal poem from ht'aring this holy car- 
dinal HihlebmmI prm...}1 ill 
\n'zz(), bcfore pope Xicholas II. un the puni
hment 
\\ "ieh i.; vi
itt'(l upon lo
t sinner's. 
Let us now procced tu make ...orne general obser\"ation:i re..;pC<'ting thl' pl"(':lch- 
inO' of the cler g \. tluril1 g the mi.ldle Hfr("l of whid. we have alrca(h' coJl('cl('(1 
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sufficient examples from the pages of our ancient history. That the importance 
of 
uch ill
truction was fully recognized, anù that provi:ooioll was made to supply 
it to the people, Illay be our fir:;t conclusion. .\.:i ill the fir:,t age
, ùuriug the ::;er- 
mon the church was open to all persono), even tv avowed infiòels, which circum- 

tan('e nccounts for the silence of the fathers rc:;pecting Christian mpiterie:-:. The 
great 51. Francis had such a veneration for prea('hers who allllOutlced the ""01'<1 
of God, that he u:,ed to 
ay. if he ::;holll<1 meet a priest amI an nngel òescemled 
from he:l\'en, he would first ki
s the hand of the prie
t amI then pay his revereuce 
to the :mg<'l. 
"If every di
cipline," ....ay
 
t. Augu
tin, "however mean nnd ea
y, rpquires 
a doctor or ma!'ter that it may he learned, what more full of 1"3:,h pride than to be 
unwilling to learn the Look::; of the òi\.ille sacraments from tlleir inte1'preter:-õ."* 
The church in the mo:,t solemn celebration of hcr greate::;t my::;teries, reminòs the 
faithful that their faith comes from hearing. Thus in the prO:5e, ::;he sing:,:, "Docti 
::;acris institutis ; dogma dntur Christinni;:,." Independent of supernatural cau:-õe:-:, 
the superior efficacy of oral over written in!'truction, was shown by the great mor- 
ali4:, ofalltiqllity. Socrnte..; remark:" that per:,ons who npply to written f'OUl'ces, 
often e
teem it of more importance to under
tand the words that are written 
than tll(' things about which they are written.t Learning and philosophy in 
the mitldle agcs gave no dispen::;ation to neglect hearing the humble minister who 
announced in the church the m)'1'teries of redemption. t;t. Bernard and Peter of 
Dloi:" nm1 
\.lanu!' de In
uli:" are pxpressly recorded to have preached in thc:5chools 
of Paris before thf' ma
tef:' amI :;:cholars. SC1'lUon
 u
e(l to be preached ill uni\.er- 
sitie:-: on all the great fe:,tivnb, on the })atron annin
rsaries of each particular ::;chool 
and nation, on the fens.ts of S1. Xichola.s and St. Catherine, and òuring Lent; 
which discourses were to be 
uited to the capacities of the young a:; well ns of 
thú:,e more advnnced in philo:;:.ophy.! The 
olicitude which the church evinced 
that the people 
houh1 be supplied with in1'truction in the form that was suitable 
to them, has not bef'n sufficiently pointed out hy modern writer:,. ". c find that 
in the eighth century the council of Rheims prescribed to ecclesiastics who sluukI 
prench in Latin, to rt'}wat their homilips in the Roman Ru;:,tic or Theo(le:,que 
tongue which wns then hetter understood. The fOUl'th canon of the council of 
ToUl':', order;o; that ew'ry bishop 
h()uld translate his Latin sermons into the Tu- 
de
que language; amI the :,:l1ne injunction is rppeatl.d by the council of 
\.rle5 in 
8,')1, on the ground that the homili
s of the clergy may he more easily understood 
hy nil. This council prp:'t::ribe.s that tlwy ::.;l1oul\1 preach on the Catholic fl1ith, 011 
the eternal rewards of the jU5-t, and damnation of the wicked, on the future re- 
surrection nnd la
t j IIdgment. 
In the ele\Tenth century Guibert, the vcncrable abbot of:Kogent, in his book, 


1< De LliHlate crcQendi. :3::;. 
: Buælus, IIbt. t;ninrsit. P!\ri:;iens. tom. II. 
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t'Quo Ûrtlille &'rmo fie'ri elcheat," whil'h was reeollllnf'ntled ao; a m:mual by Pope> 
_\kx:uHIl'r, to all pre
It'}lt'r:-;, ill...i:-.1-i prim'ipalJ," UpOIl oh..,t'I"\'in
 a :--tyle tllat will ht- 
illtdligiblc awIl'difyillg to tIt(' ('0111111011 pt'opll'. to To tilt' ilIit('rat,., ":--aith hl', 
" plaill :11111 
implc, things mlÞ.l he preal"hc,l; hut to tIlt' It',lrlH"l a pl"l'a('llt'r may 
Illillg"]l' thill
s more 
lIhlilllc that may pll'a..,. thl'ir eapat'ity, hilt :-0 that at t]t(' elld 
he may come roull(1 .Igaill to 
llIdrt''''s tilt' !ooimple awlulIll'arnP11, that the..;e Illay go 
:1\\ ay ill
trul"t('(1 
lIIdl'oll
())t'(L To dlilt]n'u nol only 11IilI",,, hieh i:-- illcli:-Pl'll- 

abll'. hilt 
omt'till1t':-; a <'I"1I...t of Im'ad al
o i.. gin'lI, amI ill likl' IIIHlIIll'r, "lli](' 
:-aimp]" doctrint' ...holl]eI Ll' pnaaellt'd to thl' vu]
ar, :--oltle (1l't'p"I' tbillg... may he aeld- 
l1.1 "hieh \\ ill pl('a ,hoth the 1110 ,intdll'Ctual auditor:-., ami l'xc-ite the attention 
of the ot}H'r" wllO arl' on,'n nttrad('(1 h

 \\ hat !ooOllncJ., nc'w 
IIHI cliflil"lIlt. ,r e 
:-aholl},1 pr":l('h with J;n'.lt moderatio1l 011 tlH
 
a(,I":1I1Iellb off:lith, 1'01' frolll too pro- 
found prt'a('hillg C'ITor lI1a)' al'i
e all10llg the Il'

 illtt'lligent; Lilt it i
 more ea...}" 
and :-al'Cure to tr'c'at of virtm':-; :111(1 Vil"l':-;. for all ollr dl
'rt:-; 
1101I]el have ill view the 
m:lIIlH'r... of thc int('rior man, \\ Iw
e pa...ions heing <.'oll1mon to all, l'very mall will 
filld the lIH'anillg of tIll' prl'ae'hl'r's words in hi:- 0" n hmrt: alH) no pn'3l'hillg 
:-OCl'IUS to me mon' \\ ltolt':--Oll1l' than tllat \\ hil"h 
ht)\\:oo a man to him
,"lf, åntl ('nablcs 
hill1 to bdlOllI \\ hat p:L......P-I ill hi... own illte'rillr. To form tllP prt'adlf'I', not alolle 
!ootlldy, hut l'.xpl..'riplIl'C, awl the kllo\\ Ip(lgl' of other m,'n\, millel:-;, alltl of hi... own 
i=" neCt
:-ary: hi
 
tyle :-llou]d I ' in conf(-,rmity \\ ith that of the] lo]y Sl'ril'tlll"t.:-;, 
andlle :-hollltl lIe familiarly :u'qllainte'(I \\ ith the cliflèl C'lIt 
u
 .' of all tilt' phra"l':i 
and t'.xp..es....iol1
 u
,d in tlu'm. ..\hovc all, the aUl]itor
 mll:--t he impn':--:'O\.'() uith a 
l'onvietion that tIlt' pr"
I('lll'r :--p(,
,k
 t-inc('J"(.ly .11It1 without :IIIY intc'ntion 0(' (I('
ire 
of prai
(', not for tIle ..ahl' of mOIH)" or o
t('ntation, whil'h morc tllan all \\ emltl 
offend them, Lut having in view only th a :-ah'
ltion of tho'e who hear him.". To 
the 
allle dli.'d \\ f'rl' the òirl'ctiolH which I'-\t. Francis gave to his friars in the p:ar 
1 

O. I Ie tl'lls thl'm dial tJU'ir H'rmun
 !'llOu}l) hc' for the utility :nul c'(lification 
of the prople, on vi..
e..; all(I \"irull'
 Inin alllI glory. 
lIe'h al,o wa...; tlU' e.x:ulIp]e 
which he Set them, as m:1)' he wit II '" ..I ill llis pn.'.lching ill 1219, hcforc the im- 
ml'n
t' a
=,,('mhl.r when :St. Durninick amI Carclinal Hugolinu'i '\ere pr ....ent, when 
his theme ,\ a:; tllll:-' cld i n'rl'(l :- 


.. )la
na prornisimu& ; Majora promissa [-unt nobis: 
tScrvemus hæc ; adspircmus ad ma. 
Vuluptas ùrc\ is; pælllL pcrpclua. 
'Iodica pussin; g]ori:L infinitu. 
)1.ll1orum ,o('.Itio ; pnurorum e]cctio. 
Omnium refriùutill." 


" ,r e nl11
t preach," t-ay;:,::;t. Bl'rnanline of .:3iellna, U ju
tire to thp unjllc;:t, trnth 
to tlw i
norallt, amd 
a}vatioll to the impiotl
:' It i... clear from what we ha\'e 

l'l'lI that the :-olieitUlIe of thf' ChuTe.1t was admirahly ..erveel hy the imlefiltigable 


· Guibclti .\hh. ::\ovig. Lih. QUII O,dinc 
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zt'al of her minister;o;. The Lle

e(l Jame
 Picinn
, a minor friar, who
e preaching' 
W:1
 cdebrated through Italy, di!"charged that uffice with 
uch obedience, that 
during f(u'ty-:,('\'{'n years lIe prt'ached alrno:-:t e,'pry (by to the pl'opl{., amI occa- 

iullally in three ul' four pla('('
 011 011e day, awl yet such was the all
terity uf his 
lifl', that he p:1
;o;cd the gl'cat('
t })art of the night in m('(litation, after 
inging the 
divine o!1iec with the Im.thren. * SI. '
ilH'('lIt Fprrier preached to the 1)C(lple 
('\'('ry day, a
 did al;o;o S1. ncrnar(linc of Sienna, till within a few days of Ili:i de:1tll. 
011 the Friday before the Ascension, }weaching in the old ducal town of Phalacrina, 
Dcrnardille implured IIi::; auditor:) to pray for hi" happy pa
sagc, and it wa-; im- 
lIlediately after this last most sweet discour:,e, which had {}is:,olved the multitude 
ill tear;o;, that he was spized with fever. Then he tolJ his cornpanion:i that he 
h
Hl fìni:-:hl'd hi" H'rmon:oö, amI that he was going to IC3\"e hi
 bonc
 in the city uf 
A(!llilana. Thithl'r he went in great weakne;o;:; and :-:iiffering, but refreshe(l \\ ith 
l'ele...:tial yi
ions. On the SlII1<1ay he entered that city ami(l:-:t the greatest <ÌC\"Ó- 
tiNl and congratulatiolls uf the people. The magistrates amll10Lles ænt him the 
he:,t phy
i('ians; but nothing coul(l arrest the disea
e. _\.1 Xoncs on the vigil of 
the _hccnsion, he expired wilh a 
miJe while the hrethren were siuging that an- 
tiphon at Ye:,p
r:oò, "Pater, mallifestavi nomen tuum hominiLus."t 
Bernardine, of )loute Feltro, ,,-hen at t:ienna, llsed to prcach three tirne:-; each 
(lay. lIe used to repair to cities iufect<:d with the plague, amI when the magi
- 
tr:lles desired him to desist Ie::-t such as:oöemblies lllight increase the evil, he would 
reply, that the word of the Lord aud not herbs and medicines, would 
aye the per- 
i:,hing people. It was a common remark that tho
e who went to his sermons were 
ne\"(,l' or rarely attacked. t Iu 1481 he preached at ,.... enice in the 
quare of ;:::.t. 

Iark, there being 110 church large enougll, every dar from Palm Suuday till 
the oct aye of the Resurrection. This holy friar, in proportion a::; hi::; strength 
failed, on the approach of tleath, only preached with the greater fcn'ency. Short- 
ly after his arriyaI at Pavia, the people ob5erying his weakness, and that he could 
not walk withollt a staff, entreated that he wuultl repo!'e at least for three day
. 
E\'cn when the feyer i11crea
ed he was unwilling to remain ill bed, but at the door 
ofhi:-, chamber in hi::;t coll n:nt ofbt Jallle:oò,-which adjoined the church, he recei,'oo 
the chicf men and magistrate.s of the city, and l'xhOlted them to liye well. To the 
b..;t he ('ontinuul to join in the office, and to administer salutary instruction, till, 
ami(1:,t the p:,almo(ly of the hrethren, without allY !'ign of perturbation, ,\ith a placid 
aud I'erelll' couutenallce, his :-,pirit pas:,ed at the tenth honr of the night on the vigil 
of t't. 
fi('hael. 
 
".l' ha,"e :o;('en how the fprvor and a!'siduity uf the people corre
pondpd with the 

()lieitlJ(le of the dlll]"f'h, and of her minister:,. It was a common prec:mtion of 
all tIlt' gn'at pre:lchcl':-; of the middle ag{-
, to travd by night, lest th{ir (l<,partnre 
shoul(} be prevented. St. '
iucent }-'errier :-:llOrtIy before his death, feeling a great 
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:anxidy to r('tl1m to 
pai.. in Ol'del' to die th(,1"(" s<'t out from ''''3nn('
 m0l1ntl'I1 
011 nn .1
 ut midnight, aud {{)r the ::.-am . r,-olSun 
 oLligt..'Ò tbe Italian IH'l'acher:. lo 
dll
e that homo fur ht'ginllillg tllt'irjl)l1rnt')"
.* That I-oiicitluie was al
u "'t.'CuL1ùet.1 
hy the ze..ll of p('
ms in ci\.il authority, who gl'lIcrall)' blClUl'tl tu lla\"e 110 ohjt..'Ct 
so much at Iwart :1'" tlte nÆgiou'i iU...lrt.u,tion of d'e JK'lIplc. \r e read (If the pre- 
fect of the citnlll,l of }>l,:--<'hara, on tl,e lake uf Lan!a, a noLle mall of tilt.. 'Yiuurina 
family, proem'iug', ill 1 &71, nl'l"IIarcliue rl'ltl"f'lI:o-i
 to prm('h frt.'lucntl). to the 501- 
lHl'r:-t of the garri"oll.t 
lI('h :--olicitwll' wOllItlI)(' liuJe in harmony \\ ith till' !-pirit 
of btf'r times. ..EII<':lS Wa'i 11 l'(,ll,bmu'(l pn'a('her in tlte llays of Cllarlt":o- the Jhld. 
&, "
hOf'w'r tuuc11l"l1 tIll' t hrc....ltohl 
,f th, pa1a('(.," ('x..!ai illS his ('outem por-ary, the 
\n'hhi:o.hop uf &>n
, "tlf \\ bum the labor of .A"EI1l'ag 8ml hi:, fervor ill dh iue thing:oJ 
did uot appl'.lr :"'t 
Xotwith...talHlillg tlU' anlol' {()r pn'n('hiu
 "h:('11 (Hstinglli
l1('d the rf'ligious ill- 
11O\'aton" tll\' rl'sult ('\'('n in n'.r:ml to the quantity of in:--trnetion 
lIppli('(I, was \"('1)' 
eontrar.r tu what the gCIIl'rnlity of modern readers SUPPf\' '. In fact it was not 
o 
ca....). to find a huhstitutc fi)r the !-tcaÙ)P principlc of faith, 3ml the zeal of men of 
the illh'riur life truly (1t'\'0(('(1 \\ ithout any }wI'OILlI amhitiun. TIJ(> ('hief., (If the 
Ilew llo('trin(' Wt'n", iUtl("(o(l, ilu1l't:ltigahle IUt'n, amI pO:-':-(''';
I'(1 of an l'llt'rgy :11)(1 all 
netivit). w1li('h 
'CIUS al
o inert'(lible. Thert' \\ ('rt., :a-. I
urtun allcJ1gth cOllft.:o-..;c...., 
"
ul'crstitioll often in hC"
I'ing of "rmOIl..., biUt'r coutentiow" in\.('(.tin':--, per:--l>- 
('ution..., :-ötrange ronccib, bcsid".:; lliver.-ity of opiniOlb, "'\;hism.., ami i.1ction:,." ...\t 
Geu('va mini:-:tl'rs wert' N'nt to the vi113gt'.; to rom pel the rl1
ti(':; to ('om(" to the 
pn'a('hillg. Xt'vl'rt1Il.1p..:o., upon tilt' wholt,the mini:o.ters WHe deficit'J1t even ill 
the Yl'I'Y (!u:,1it.r \\ hi..lL the)....' '11)('(1 to prefcr to t'\"t'l')" other; f<lr \\ hile a few 
chiefi were l"l'.1ping 1aurd
 hy their lloquel1('C, the inferior pT('acher'i lap
M 
into 1-upine in(lifff'Tf'u.,,', ins wtwh that Ftl')'p :-'I
.S that "a t1uHI,allll p111pih in 
EliglalHl Wt'l"t' ('()\'I'J"('(I with (1Ibt. 
oll1e II:ul J10t h:ul fuur :-t'rIl1OIl
 in fìftt't'n r 

ixh'Cn Y"-'.1I':O-, :-illct' fria
 left tht'ir lill1it:ltion, allll ft'w of tho:--('," h(':Hhl:o-, "were 
worthy thr nam(' of H'rlUou
.''I1 In ('ompari:o-on of Catholic fl!!(''';; tiJl' ('011- 
tm!"t ('outi1Hlt..1 to latl'r till1t,:-- alm/)...t 'qua]})' f;triking, 
u that the augliean bi"h- 
op of 1.1aIJt1:Iff, :-p.'3.kiu
 of '\-p..le
', ('{Jl1f. :o-:o-t.J Jah'ly in a 
('rmoll at .A herga- 
Vl'nny, that he 
'1IIIII thou:-,all(l-I of hi... ('oun1l")'n)('n, tholl
h nominal1y C'hri:-õtian:o., 
yet :as i;;uorant a' hl'athen
, allli in too lIIany in:o-tant' .
, it i
 u ,/,1 ,,,,,., he atltl.ll, 
"to ('ont>eal or (li
glli"e the f:lel either thrtJu
h the in3ttPntinu of gm'(,I'nJIIl'ut 
in not pro\"it1in
 {(n' inf't'C' "'t..>Ù numher'i or through the .'ar('ll....Il(.

 311lIm'glt.'Ct of 
tho..e whom the natiollal churC'h hall appointt',1 to he tlwir pa:o-tor..." 
..\gain, it 1II11:,t he uhser
'L'(1 that the c1prgy of the middle 3gr>
 tanght 3S mrn 
hayin
 authority, and not like thO:>e \\ ho look to the civil governlllt'lIt, or to 
national institutiol1
, or to 3UY hum31l 
Ollree, for their advanccment or 


.. J obincßn, nisI.. tie Bret. Lih. IX. 
t nul 
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direction. " Do('pnnns p
t populus, non 
f'quendus," i
 the maxim of the C3n()n
,* 
which adllliuc(! of 110 l'Àceptiun in favur uf kings or 
tateslUell, as may be witlles
 
ed in the ppistle of St. Amhro:-:e, in which he l'efu:-;es to contend with .Auxemiu:i 
the. \I'ian bi:",hop, in the imperial COusi:40ry, where the emperor wa.;. to be the 
judge. He appeal,.; to the former imperi31 l'e:,cript, which declared that ill 
matters of faith 110 one 
honld judge who was Dot of the {'cclesi3:-:tical onler, and 
competent by gift and authority, which wa"s to say that priests alone 
honldjl1dge 
of prie:4:-ò. " 'Yhen was it ever hearll," he asks, "that 13ics might jl1llgc a bi:-;hop, 
or that a priest might eoncedc to ()ther
 what was e"trn
ted to him hy God? On 
the contral'Y it is for bishops to judge between Chri
tian emperor:"', not for em- 
perors to judge bet ween hi:;:ho}Js. .Am bro!Sc is 110t of such importance, that for 
his sake the priesthood sllould fall to the ground. The life of one man is not of 
such con
equence as the dignity of all pril'st
. If a matter is to be treated upon, 
I have learned to treat in the ehurch. If we are to confer concerning the faith, 
jt must he in a conference of priests. If ..\uxentius should appeal to the Synod, that 
he may di
pl1te about the f:1Ïth, it is not just that so many bishops should be 
fatigued for the sake of one, who even if he wpre an angel from heaven, ought 
not to be prefened to the peace of the church; therefore, 0 emperor, graciol1
ly 
receive my aw;wer, that to the con:",i:'itory I cannot come. I have not learned 
to stand up in the consi
tory, and within the palace, I who neither inquire nor 
have known the secrets of the palace, cannot conteml."t 
81. Francis preaching at Spoleto in the public square, began his sermon with 
the..;e words, "Angeli, llOmilll'
, dæmones." This, yon E-ay, would he deeme<l {'x- 
traordinary at pl'l'
enr. True, and some learned critic:i at the time who 
tood in 
the crowd, thought it wa
 ra:-II, Lnt when has an academic oration- produced the 
effect.., which followed that E-ermon, when a whole city from being torn with dis- 
sensions and enmities, was re-united ill love, and when a crowd of sanguinary no- 
bles were transformed into pacific and bl
ed men! 'Yhen Ferrara wa::; bc
ieged 
by the Venetians, 1483, the inhabitants in\'ited Bernardine of ::\Ionte Feltro to 
preal'h to them. At the great peril of his life, he was introduced into the city, 
aIllI ùelivered sermons e\'ery day in the cathedral against the licence of the citi- 
zen5, the rapine of soldiers, and all kind:" of inju:'itice Il:-,ual in war. In one 
8
l'mon, deploring the vice::; of the people, and de
cribing the wrath of God 
which was hanging o\'er them, the whole multitude began to implore the divine 
mercy with tear
. The f1'iar Wl'pt also, but then changing hi::; tone, exclaimed. 
"0 Ferram, h('cau
(' it repenteth thee to have f'.inned, it plea:-;eth GOll to ha\'e 
mercy on thee. Thou 
halt be delivered ti'om this siege, and re::otore(l to thy 
former felicity, but beware of returning to 
in, le5t Goo :::hould compen
ate the 
(If'b
' hy the gravity of hi:-: doom,"! The ('ler

., moreover, taught a::: per!'ol1
 
who had faith in their owu doctriue:;, and not like men who 
eem ever ready to ad- 
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mit that they defend only a musc of 
(,(,ol1dary importal1N', and to ('OI1N'dc to 
e\'er)' 
ophi:;t who :uh'alu'L'" a prineiplc at variant" with what they teach. Their 
ton(' ill gelH'ral wa:-; rathel' that of :'1. \tI
u..;tin, wllPre he argu' ngain4 those 
who &lid that l'l'('h.
ia..;til':ll celih:l(,)" would illjnr<' Pl'Pulatioll :nul !'hortt'll the 
duration of the wodd, and be'gin' hy ('xdaiming, "\r oul(l tl) Go(1 that all 
were 
o dt'tcrmilH'll with n pur'c heart, a right . uhcipnce, and with faith, 
allll the (lur:1tion of this world won1<l bc 
h0l1pnf',l,"* a hol(lo.... for whi('h his op- 
ponent:- wer but littll' preparp(1. XeitlH'I' dill tlIP)" IU'oft...;-; to unf(,I(1 new vie\\s 
in th('ology, or to prmdl a
 fmm thf'lllscl\"l'''. Thc 
ern)(lll whi('J. B. GaIl prm('hed 
ill ConEtance on the cntran('f' of&.hc bishop ma.\' b, read in the Bihliothl't.'a Patrum. 
1Ii1l1Plènb von ...\..rx obscr\'(o,,:, "that it is hi::ltori('al, and wholly in the 
t)'le of the 
apo..;tles, re1atin
 all the ('hi<,f event-; of rt'\'('!atioll f!'OlIl tll(' ('rl'atioll IJf the worM 
to that tinH.',"t whil'h wa... Ill<' general malJlu'r of Iu'('adlillg during the middle 
ngf'S, as may be pro\"(
1 frolll all an('iellt colleetioll";. 
Here it mu...t be cunfcs....'<I, the rcligiou:o; innovator
 at all time" had the advan- 
tage of them, though Fuller complains that "aged pastur::l in con'('(}uence were ju:--- 
t 1<'<1 out of re..;p('('t h)" young prp:U')H'rs, not having- hal f t )u,i r ag-(', nor a <{llartpr of 
th{'ir I('arnillg :lnd rdigioll. "En
li!ooh 
\thl'lIian:-;:' 
aitl. )1(', '.ar{' nIl for novpl- 
ties, ne" sects, new 
chi:",ms, IICW doctrilll''', new di:--ciplil)(,s, Il('W pr:l)'('n;;, new 
preachers."! Th . C:ltholic clergy had no such il1llul'ement to offer, but as St. 
.A ugu!òtin ::ay:--, "\rhat th('y fcllmtl in the church t)I(,
' )I('ld ; what they )carnf>ll thpy 
t:Hl,'Tht j what tll('
' ret't.in'll from the f:.tlWI...., t1wy delivC'rt...1 to 
()n..."
 IIenC'C the 
per!-'on of the pn'ad.el' cllt(,I"('(1 Iè,r a littll' into the influPlwe of th(' l'('cJ('...ia
tiC31 
ih
truction
. The reli,rious innovators ,,*'Cm to have pail! hut 
Ii,rht attention to 
the denOlllH...'Cmellt of w( . again::lt him" ho pllttcrh hi... hope in man.1I "ïth 
tlH'1I1 the inquiri('... w('re unremitting re..:p('Cting who wa-l the hp..;t pre3eher, who 
had the 1l10
t dO(I"l'nt (l('li,'pry, or the "olll1(lt.
t do('trilH'; but in the Catholic 
Church the in
h'lll'tiun
 of the l'll'r
)' a
:'llllll.(1 a totally llim'rt'nt l'harad('I", allli 
a..; the)' emanal{'(1 from a higlwr bUUrCl', su wao; the instrument of tlll'ir l'Ommll- 
nil':ttion 
(,lH''''llly lo..;t !-\i
ht of. Even of t)le 
.l('rampnt... a wid\:('d prit..;t hindered 
not the gl'a('(', whi('h arti('le of faith :-\1. .An..P}m illll
tl'ah'.; hy remarking that 
,To!oot'ph 
oll
llt alul J"('('civl'(l the hody of .Jf'
llS f!"Om Pilate who wa..; an infid('l.-; 
,. Xon t'xllOfrt'at l'olumha Ulini
t('rium malorum," 
)"
 
.. _\..u
ustill; mm'h le:--
 
was 
impli('ity all oh:",ta('I('.** 111 
en('ral whQ '\"('r W,I" thonght to Il'ad the 11OliC'4 
lif(' W:ls l'ho
f'n fill' thl' lu't-a('hcl". Tlu. hl(':-;
p(1 G:lIlllulphu:-; (1(' n('lIa
l'(). of ,rilan, 
in III(' Yl'ar] 2GO, llt.iug grit""l'll at hl.aring frt'quelltly his own prai:-:e..., fl('d from his 
{'on'.t'llt ,\ ith on(' ('IHnpanion amI pa:-;
e(1 into Ri('ily when' II(' h)(Jk up his ahode on 
a wild mountain m'ar Politium. IIi
 manl1('r of life ht.(.omin)! known, the ('hief 
inhabitant:; of that town rt'<]lle
h.d that he woul(IIH'l':1l'h the I Pllt :'f'rnU)Jl:" which 
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he diù, preferring the geneml utility to his own quiet. On the f(mrth feria of holy 
week IJe predicted tu thc pcoplc tlaat he :--pukc tu lhell! 1"r the la:,[ lime, and ill fact 
while returning that day to the huspice his :--trength filill'd him, and Ull huly Satur- 
day he slept in the L')l'd, whcn all the clergy and people carried hi:; 
acred butly 
with great !--olcmnity to the mothcr church, and then buried him in the humble 
pot 
\\'hieh he had pointed uut to thelll.* TIllis a poor stmnger was preferred by the 
people, and permitted without en"y hy the lueal clergy to di=-('hal'
p themo.-t hon- 
orable function. The voice which annuunced the ,,
 or<l of God wa;o; listened to as 
:,omething different from a human voice, and the authority of each preacher elml 
ill the sacred ,'cstments was felt to be the same. That in primiti,oe timc:" when 
roruewhat 0f the heathen I'pirit of inquiry and of curiosity mllst have btill in- 
fluenced the mind:; of men, there was le:-:s consistency of manners amI feeling in 
thi:; re..;pect than during the middle ages, may be inferred frolll the reproof of St. 
Ambrose. "I have found out, brethren," saith he, "that during my ah
ence so 
few of you come to the church as if on my going away you had gone with me, 
and when I am (]rawn off by necessities, the same nece"...ity compelled you al,.;o 
to go. t::;o 'we are both alike absent from the house of God; I from n('Ce
sity, and 
you from choice. Do you not know that though [ am absent from the church, 
Christ who is e,'ery where is not absent from it? Drother, you come to the 
church. There you do not find the bishop, but if yon corne faithfully yuu will 
find there the Bishop of bi:;hops, the Saviour. For Christians who go to the 
church only when the bi
llOp is present, seem to go not 
o much fill' the sake of 
God, a
 of man, not to fulfil the office of a Chri:;tian who fears, but the service 
of an obsequious friend. But why do I reprove you when you can put me to 
5ilence with oue word. Fer I sce that clerks are more negligent than you, and 
how can I correct sons when I am not able to amend brethren; or with what 
confidence call I be angry with laymen, when I am shamed by my follow-Ia- 
horers? I 
pea

 not of all, certainly there are some devout anù others negligent. 
I name no one. Let each one':; con::icience answer."t 
The g;merality of modern French writer.;-n I Engli:;h áuthors condescenù as yet 
tl) investigate such question:;-t.Io llùt seem to suppose that there coulJ have been 
allY preacher of correct taste and genuine eloquence before the reign of LOlli, 
the F'mrteenth. If I ullderstan(] the .Ahbé Gouget aright, he was of opinion that 
until that period there \Va::: nothing evinced but bad ta:ìte and ignorance in the com- 
position of H'l"IllOll:,. Certainly, the preaehers (If the middle age, in compo:,-ing or 
publishing ::.ermun:;, ha(I other vie,,::; besi(Ie:; tho::ie of liter'ary renown. If Jer- 
ome, a hermit of Camaldoli and apostle of Lithuania, who fled from Prague Ì1i
 
native city, when hi
 name became associated with the crimes and error;-; of faith- 
less men, published 
erm()lI-; fOI' Lent, amI for the festivals of the !'aiub and for 
all Sundays, which he had preacl1ed ill Puland before I
illg 'Tladislaus anù hi:; 
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kuight
, hc c1('clart'
 that hi
 motÏ\'f' Wß"Ì that t}I(' r(':1<I('r mig-ht pray fi)r him.* 
Tilt. 
 'l'rlllllll"', which Wt'rc ill the lihrary of th · de'l'rt of Curualdoli, were ('nti. 
tIed, H.\ Lent of ::S..lh-ation/, "E
al11pl
 of Et('rnal ::ill\"ation," and "Line... of 
Et('rnal Salvation ;" tith's which :lIolie 1II"t' enough to pro\'e ho\\ little hc wa
 act- 
u'ltt.'(1 hy Vil'\\':'! of literary \"anity. Xp\'erdH.!t.,:o, We h
l\'e alreadJ. had 
ufficíeut 
C\ 7 i(Jplwc to !'olIO\\' tilt' groulJ(lIt.:',IIl......
 of 
Uell limitation:" :11)(1, iutlt'l'(l, it may be 
Illtl('h dllllhh-tl, \\"h('tl1(.'I' a f:ulIiliar a(,(plaillt:IIIl'C with the t.'(.('lt....ia
ti('al di
(.tHIl.
t':' 01 
the middlc agl'..., hc the L
t pl'epal"atiou for enjoyil1''' the magnitil'.>ut pro'I' of nu
 
lIuet, or of 
Ia.....illoll, of \\ hieh th" artificial auel 1)cI'hap... bùmetim.' o....telltatiot:s 
tout', ,,"onM iIHIIH'C olle to look.. h.\('k with an)' thing- hut contempt IIplln the 
plain, majt,:--til', uuaHi,('tl'tl !-tJle of tilt' an('ient prp:l('ht'r:--. 
l\;notti, aftcr oh..prving tl)f' grp:tt ploq'I('IH,(' "hieh ('h:aradl'rizt. the !-f'rI1lOIJ
 of 
the friar 
a\.onarola,:ltl(h, "! hl....it:lte not to af}ÌI"m that -me of his 
 'rll1()n
 are pre- 
{nahle to the f:ll
 l'lo(J.lI('JI('c made uo:c or b
' many modern c;. cr-ro ol"3tor:--, ill whom 
thc tnrth
 of tllt Go!'Òpt'l, ill4l'atl of I)('in
 a<lorru'(l hy (If'('('nt nttin., :11"(' on the 
contrar,)' di
 rui:--t.tI in a 
wo1Jt'n and f:u'-fi.tl'1I('(1 stylp, wllPrl'in wc di:--co\"er the 
badly-tprnpt'r('(1 ('()Ior
 of p()('tr
., without till' in:'piration it ought to tJj
pla
'."t 
"( 'nrnp3orc," 
y'" a Fr(,l1C'h hi
torian," the ..acrl'Cll.loquel1ce of the sixth ceutury to 
that of the IlHxlern pulpit, ('\"t'11 in the sc\'cntCf\nth ('('ntm'y. 01'('11 tIll' modern 
er- 
mow.., the)" havp ('\'i(lently rnol"l'o(a lit('ral'Y than ora practical f'l1ar:u.t('I" Tile ora- 
tor a...;pin'
 r.lthl'r to heauty ()fhn
ua<re, to the intl'llef'tual"atisfaetiol1 ofhi:'i hearer=-, 
tban to act upon their !)Qul=-, amI protluf'C )"(':11 :11ul..ffiC'".l(,jous con\'t'r,...jon. Xothing 
of thi... kind, nothing litt"rar)' app..ar., in till' :-'
I"m()ns of tho"'l' :I
(,'" ; 1'0 dcc;:ire of 
fll)t'aking wPI1, of ("ornhinjn
 imag...... :nul itlt'a:, with art. Thc orator g(
 to the 
faet, doe..; not fmr rept'tition..., f:uuiliaritv, nor ('Vt n vull..arity; he :-opt'aks for a 
ahort tinlP, hut he rl'COllll1lelW' 'vcr)' morning. It i:; not &'1croo eloqucnce, ft is 
re1igious pO\\"l'r." 
I t had heen remarkt>tl in the mit1dle n
l"', that rhri!'t gh'cs 110 fu)) rolllm('nt:o: 
or contimr('(l di
('our...t', hut ;1'" n(,l1I('triu
, tilt' rll<'toril"i:l1l phr:l
f':i it, 
peaks oft in 
IDono:,yl1ahle:;, likp a rna..ter H'.ltt('ring the lH'avl'nly gl".lin of his doctrine a... I)('al'ls 
LC'fe and thprl'. This chamf'tf'r ht'long
 to the in...tl'uctions of the c1erg}' of that 
epoeh. Tllt'rp is no stwly of (.ffi.,<,t oh..."rvable in them, although thl'Y fetd 011 
thou
ht., that \'oluntarily nuwe harmoniou.., llurnhpr!'\; :\1111 WIH'l1 tllere i
 ()('- 
ca....i(
l to awe hmte viol('J}('f', their w()rtl
 art' !ike tlan" of ...1::
('hylu:', ft.w, hut 
ha\.jng bro\T
 :lI1t1 C1"P::,t:;, and elothC4I in ter'ror. Tht'I't' al'c l'yen 
ermon;:, whol1)' 
in \"pr...e of thp thirteenth ccntur)', \\ hieh tll' n('J)('(lictir1l'
 he1il\\.c to h
l\"e ht'(,u 
dpli\'('red fr<Hll the plllpit. In the gl'('at Franl'i
UI awl] )orninican I'rca('hers we 
have no \"('rhoS(} tll'c1arnation
, or the ingpniol1s ('lo(II11'J)("(' of a spccubti\'e di
- 
cour
1' ; hut we are I'truck with the :,ol(,l11n lIlaj(,:'ity of tllf'ir apostolic style, !':o irn- 
LucJ with the sen
 of the holy Scripture:" and with tlU' ...putences of sacred tra- 


· Anna1. C'amaldul. Lib, LVIII. 


f T1i
t. of Twlcany, III. chap. 10. 
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dition. They arc quick, :;;ententiuu-:, impr('
:--ive, and even learned. The blesscd 
Cberubill uf 
puletu, never or rarely preached withuut a lung previous stwly 
of what he was to say. Being a::;keù by Carùinal Sabello, the lcg..lte of LlUbria, 
why he spellt :'0 much time ill preparatiun, aftcr having such lung experience, 
the holy friar rpplied, "Though my life has been spent in prcaching, )"ct I 
never dare to preach without spending }1I'c\'iously at least seven huurs in 
tuùy 
of the holy Scriptures, and in meditation."* Hcruardine of 
Ionte Fcltro useù 
to 
ay ma:;::; before sunri:,e, that he might have timc to meditate un what he wa') 
to preach that day. 81. Bernardine uf t:5ienna lUust have had the whole Biblc hy 
heart, to judge from the :;tyle of his di
course:-:. The great mysteries of saj vatiun 
al'e the general theme of their instruction. Blesscd Guido de Spath is, a must 
fervent 
nd efficacious Pl'eacher of the fourteenth century, uscd 301 ways tu huld a 
great nail in hi:; hand when ad<lre
sing the people, to keep con
tantly in his mind 
the memory of the Pa&;ion of Christ. Thi:; nail is still prcsen'ed in the cunvcnt 
uf the )Iinor::; at Bologna, 
vher
 he is represented holùing it in his hand, with an 
inscription which attests the multitudc::; of sinners whom he turned to the wisdom 
of the just. 


"Angelicum virum rec01e per omnia mirum, 
Puùlicas convertens, puùltcallosque t't !'ævientcs. 
Hunc Deus t'legit, qui corùa saxea frt:git."t 


Bernardine of 
Ionte Feltro, u:"ed to di:;;tribute papers on which the name of 
Jesus wa::; written, which the de\'out multitude received with eagerne..s from his 
hauù. 

Ianzoni remark
, that among the many incon\yenien('es üfthe oratorical "'pirit, 
by which it i
 in oppositiûn with the logical and mor:.ll !"pilit, one of thc lIlo..t 
COlllmon and mo:;;t 
en
ible i
, that it exaggerates the good or ('vil of a thing, 
forgetting the conpection that it ha'ì with 
olllething el-;e. So that it tcnd:-: to 
weakcn or even to de:"troy a complicatiun of truths, from a wish to over:;train 0lH', 
alld con
equently even destroys this one. Tlai::; i::; the spirit of thu
e who, wi
h- 
ing to magni(v 
ome one or othel' religiotl:" practice, a
('ribe undue power to it; 
BUll thongh it is true that in ahandoning them
eln>s to this mi:--erable intemperance 
of mind, they do not fail at other times to admini:4er correctiye:", the evil remains 
without being remedied, and all their other in
trudion becomc::; incomhinable 
with this particular doctrine. From this defef't the preachers of the ruiddle age 
BI'e wholly free. Their 
chola
tic style gained in precision what it lo
t in r'hetor- 
iæl effect. Their eloqnence was not, indeed, that kind for which men f()l'mcrly 
rai
 to orators golden 
tatues in the temple of the Pythian Apollo. It di(l not in- 
dicate that rhetorical skin which Sncrate
 ('ornpared to cookel'Y, or to :my other art 
of flatter
. ; t hut it wa::; not, tlu
1"t:fore, fount! powerless anù inefficient in convert- 
mg m
n to justice. 


· A.nn. Jlinornm, tom XIV. 


t Ann )Iinorum, tom. V11. 


: P:at. Georgias. 
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.\ {"l'rtaill pre3cll('r at Puy ('t)l11plailled to fathel' .John Filh.au, provill('ial of the 
Je:'lIit:" b:.lyillg, that thc :-ermon-i "Im'h ""t. J;'r
lIlci:i Hf'gis \\":1-> then d(.li,'ering, 
were Jlot <..'Ompo:-l.d with 
lIffil'i('lIt art, all<l that he did l1/1t l
l1.'P up tIle dignit,y 
\\ hieh :;hollld atteml the \\01,(1 of GO(1. TIll' prO\.inl'i:II took him to the churl'h 
\\ hl'lI the :-aillt \\ a
 tt) prmdl. During the :-ermoll tile provilll'ial \\"('pt, find on 
going Ollt 
aid, c \roul(l to (
o(l that all mi.rht Ju'(.:}{'h with thi:"l divinp unction. 
Ld U-i leave the holy mall to 'l'l'
lk with his apo:-:tolic 
implicity; the finger of 
God i:-: 11t'1"l'." 
.\mal'('(1 at tll(' reÎormation of lI1allnpr.. whi(.h att('lule,1 tll(' l >rf'3chin rr of Rt. 
. 0 
FralJ(.i., (If \....i..illlll. 11':1I11l,d lI1('n attemptl'(l tt) (li:--('O\"('r hy what art.. heattaiuP,l 
:->1I('h pro(ligiou:-: 
Il(' . ...., "hilt It.t tlU' l'lIrioll:i lo\"('ri of IIIl1l1dane dO(l'lClJ('C J"lIow," 
:-a).:o. a l'Ol1tt'lUporary, "that hi") !òdluol \\a.. the Go..pt'l, allll hi., m
tl'l' Chri..t." 
:\lam
II" V c:-
iu:", 
pt'ak:ol of the preaching of 
t Bcrnartlinc, and ('rie..., "\\110 
('all (It':-l'rihe ill(' gr:tl'C awl (lignilY of hi:>, pronUlH'iatioll, the sw('etlll''':s alld gr-.l\"il
' 
of hi:-, !'-tyle! Xature alol1t' hml tmwht him thc pc..fl.'diol1 of till' hi.rlw..;t art ofl'1o- 
(!llelll'c. Oil 
olemn da.r
, \\ hen the ß1l1ltitll(le i:-, composed ..f all sort..; of p('ople, 
hi=" !O-Iyle w:
 full of variety, in order that tlll're mig-ht })(' sluucwhat to edify all, 
awl a.. he \\:1.... lIaturally ('}u'l'rful, h(' oft('n mi
ed plea,ant with gra,.e tllin
"'. 
\\ ith all thi..., hi:, h'arllin
 wa..; pro(ligiou-;, allll hi.. knowlL'(lge of the ('van
('lic do('- 
trill" profound. )lofl'O\"pr, II<' h:ul a kllowh'(l
p of many tllin er ,..;, awl t'
pl'rit'IH'n 
of variou.. maUller:--, for, a.. he had vi..itf'tl all the l.itit.:.; of Italy, hc knc\\ tl)l'l'l 
("uliar f:mlt:-> of l'al'h, 31ul (.olllt1 pl"e-.crihe tilt' propt'r rl'rtlL'tl) ; hut in reprdH'mlin
 ,'i- 
('( .... he "pare( I nwn, :lIul al \\'ay" :--pol..(' \\ it h 
 lI('h ("on..u III m:i Ip prutlPIIl'(', Ip..t t he li
ht 
nllgar :-1 IOU 1<1 h... e
('itl'(l hy him, 
I) that Ill' 11<'\"('r u1t('r('(1 a wcml that ("ollM 
ip' 

("antlal; amI, iIHlet'(l.hc u..t'(l to :-ay, that from the timp h(' fil.
t "l'gan to prt.aeh, ht' 
l1e"er uttered a \\ord t'
l'('ptillg "ith theilltcntioll ofhol1oringantl prai:--in
 (;IHI." 
I {'all l'a
ily conceive thc (,nthu:-,ia",m of his Iwan'1"8, \\ 1H'1l I fintl that, t"'t'li to a 
reader. hi:-- :-('rmUIl"" fUl1li:-h a :-luII)' that is filII ofiIl4rU(.tion :IIHI (h'ligltt. TIH'ir 
8hol.t "'Cutcnl'es, pregllant \\ ith :--ubtle awl p..o((I1I11(1 trutll
, kl'PP the attention con- 
:--tantlyalivc. Thl')" not onl). cll:lrlll awl edifY, thl'Y :-ourpri:")c each moment, and 
Jieltl a pll'a:-ure l"'l'l' Ill'\\' alltl illt'
hau;o.tibll'. 
That ehxl'l('IH'l' :--llOuld he :--twli(.cl ('xpr(';o...h- flU" the religious in"truction of the 
})('ople, wa.. :->1.own h.'" nahan )laur ill hi;o, III:o.litutt':-' of Clerks. "\\110 would 
darc to fo'ay," he a:-k:-o, "that virtue :-houl(l b. powerl('.' in it., d('f(,lIder
? That 
tlu.y \\'ho ('wlcavor to pt''':--II:ult' false thing.., shuuhl know ho\\ to n'n(lel' their hear- 
l'r... hCI1t'vol('nt, intt.nt, al
.1 (lo('ilt., hut that tl)1'
(' !'-llOUltl 1I0t know? Thai t1.p Ollt' 
:--hould he able to relatc f:a!:-:f' thin
:-, hridl,y, dearly amI plau..iLly, Hwl that tl)(' 
other should 
o ß1l'lItion true thin

, that it would be tediou:, to ht'ar. clifficult to 
under
tand, and 1a:-:tly i mpo:--..;i bit, to bplieve them? That the one rl'taining tIll' 
mim1..; of their heare..... in ('ITO)" 01' imlwllill,
 t1.(,111 to it, ..lwlll.11)(' ahle hy :,pmkillg 
to t('rri
\", to "3tld('I1. to p
hilf'l"at(', :11111 :1I"<]elltly to t.xhort. \\"hih' t hp othl'r,.:. oil the 
tSide of truth, 
houltl be 
Iow, frig-i(l, ami ::>oporiferou:-,"! "(lui;:, ita dl'..ipiat, ut hoc 
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sapiat ?".... "Three things," says Hugo of S1. Y'ictel', "are required in a preacher. 
Sanctity of conversation, perfection of science, and eloquence to win grace, that 
his di
cour5e may be holy, prudent, and lloble."t 
Â::, in early times,! it was common during the middle ages to see short-hand 
writers taking down notes of the sermons of preachers.
 Those of Savonarola 
u.;;ed to be printed thp day aftel' they were pronounced, and sent in detached 
shpets to all pal.ts of Italy. Certainly such passage:; and customs imply both a 
:-en
p of the importance and great ability in the exercise of l:ìacred eloquence. 
Xevertheless, its force W
b in simplicity and sanctity. 
The Bernardines, the 'Tincent Ferriers, the Suffrens, and-generally in all ages 
of the church, the preachers who excite() the greatest movempnt, were humble men, 
who desired no other eloquence hut that of sincerity, no other applau!"c but tears, 
no other testimony but conversions. Jerome a Stupha of the convent of St. 
Saviour at Florence, used to study his ::;tyle in hermitage::" in wood.., and desert 
places, nor had he any books excepting 
ome fragmellts of the Scripture; but no 
one, either learned or unlearned, was e\'er weary of hearing him, though he some- 
times preached for two or three hours, and no church was large enough to contain 
the multitude that flocked to hear his sermons. In the lent of 1459, he preached 
in the cathedral, and at the S[lllie time ...\.ntonio ...\..retinus, a doctor of 
Paris, and most illustrious, used to preach in the Sancta Croce with th
 friars. A 
friend of the latter expressed his astonishment to him, that the 
.lme effects were 
not produced by his sermons, as by thhse of friar Jerome. "Those who return 
from hearing .Jerome," 
id he, "are changed into other men; they appear devout 
in manner, contrite in heart, with a meditative countenance, not talking to one 
another, but thinking how they may pel'form what they have heard, amend their 
lives, make restitution, and bid adieu to vanities. They who hear you depart 
joyous and talkative, not seeing' how they may correct their way
, hut what they 
may note in yon; and like morose censor!:;, they eithel' commcnd your 
skill in speaking, or blame what you may have uttered indi
crect]y." 
Äretinus replied as follows: cc I will tEll you sincerely, nor will 
I deny my own poverty nor his virtues. "That I find in books, I bring 
forth without fervor, nor do I kindle tho
e flame...; in myself which I ought to e
cite 
in others. I am a coal, but almo
t extinct. How should I kindle dry wood? 
but that poor and simple man is a)] burning, amI the sparks of his ardent charity 
p:\:,ily kindle to a flame the cold fueU' Shortly after, this learned man, imitating 
the virtues of Jerome, pas::;ed, the )Iinor:-:, and then, having laid ac:ide the vain 
flowers of rhetoric, preached not in the words of human wif'dom, but in the mani- 
festation of virtue. 


· Rabani 
Iauri De Institutione Clericorum, Lib. III. c. 19. 
t Hugo Vi
t. Eruditionis Theolog. ex JIisccl. Lib. IV. tit. M. 
t F. B. Ferrarius de veterllm Christanorum Concionibus. 

 Journal de Henry IY. 1600.8 Fev. 
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"'11en .J crome p
n('hed nt 
Iilan and at P.ulua, the doctors and masters c(':\.,,('() 
their lectures, that the 
ch(llar... might hear him. "Go," they \bt.-d to 
}", "hear 
tll(' prpacher of the I,l':,t :,('n{('Ill'('.. out of the wor
t rhl
tori('. Gather the fruit 
:lIItI lJt'glt'd the ll.lve:,." \\l.t'n Ill' fi....t pn'.idu-rl at Padua, twu of till' ruo:öt ed- 
ebratcd preachcr"') of Ital) were then delivering "rmOlh, Alexander a Saxofcrrata, 
an .AuguIo;tiall hermit, anù :\ieol
 
pinelli, n Florentinc, but the great
t 
ero\\l1..; fol1mH't1 the humhle J('roml'. TIll' next )"('al", he wa.", ch( . 'n in prefcrcnce 
to many Il'.arllt'tl men. to prt.aeh on Good ....ri(lay, in the church of St. Paul, in 
prt'. 'nee of the duke 31ul scnate, who, Uft('I. tl1c "l'rllllnJ, f()1I0\\"l't.1 him with the ut- 
nlO::It rcverent'C to hi convcllt.*. 
Frt'quently the
 preachers availed themsch', of accidental interrnptioDQ, to 
throw in imprt
:.;ive \\ onl
. Tim... Herculallus de Piagale, a 
I illor friar, preach- 
il
g on the Pa........ion, wa
 inlt'rruptl'Cl hy tll(' Ian1Pntation
 of tilt' w('(>pillg mu1titude. 
))urillg that 
olt'mn paU
t', a fcmale voiee \\"a.. 1)(',11,<1 ('J.clairning from the crowd, 
"Enough, E:Dough, IIer('ul:uH', no more wl'l'pin r." "Y ca, but more," he replied, 
c'Chri
t 8hcd more bl00t.l for us than we hav
 tea1'."t 
fhe arnd{'mic style ,,
, indeed, excluded by the ,'cry C'irC'lIm
tan
 of 10C'31ity. 
for it mu
t be rCIll('lllbeml that "a..1 a
 wcro the dlUrch
 of the 
middlt' agc:-I, it \Va..; n '\"erthelC:"'s often Uece
fY to prroch in the ol,en 
air to satisfy the lI1ultitudp of auditors. There was no association 01 
i(leas formerly between 
rmons and vel\.et cushions. Pope Urb.m the :5econd 
l)l'in
 at T()ur
, r('siding at 'Iarmonier, pr<'a.clu
l on the hanks of the Loire. ""e 
filltl 
t. Fran('i
, on one occa:--ion, pre.lching on the 6l'a-."hore ne..lr Cajeta. _\gain, 
at the g-reat tournamcnt and brame of 
t. Leo, riven by the count of Monte Fel- 
trö, it wa..
 from a wall that he preached the memorable &'rmon which 
nlOVl't1 Count OrJandu.., ""ataniu./! tn 
ive llim the mountain or \1- 
vcruia. Bernanline of '[ont 
'\'ltro, pre.lChing lll'.lf Pant:melli, on 
the nativity of thp Ble
... '(I \Yir rin, three thou..;aml person:s assembling 
to hear him from the nei
hb()ring towns, in a wood adjoining the 
Franei
can convent, delivcred hi.. .. 
rmon from a pulpit formed with 
the houghs of tfce
. ".. e filHI stone pulpit!i 111 puhliC' 
<iuare
, and 
even amid:--t grove
 and garden
, from which holy men discourscd to 
the l'eopl
. 
ri1ny of thl

, like that in the branlen' of the abbey of ::;hrew
bnr)', 
are ofe
qui"ite beauty. AdaUl Rufu.., a Franci..can in Italy, in 1234, prmched 
in a \"a
t d('
ertf'd an(1 roofl('!.;s (.I111f('h ; :In(I holy conti. :--:o-,>r..; in I r('land, preached dur- 
in:; the latef timC'.. of peN'Cution, amitl:4 till' ruiued \\"a11:-, of mona4eries, on islands 
in the !alL"', amI on 
('a-beatcn ruck
 alOlw the f'tormy -hare. That style ,,"a.. .11
H 
oftcn c"{dudeù by the very character of tlH' men. Rl1ffinus, the humble oml timid 
<1i
ipl(' of St. Franci
, excl1
('d himself from preachin
. hy all('
ing hi
 simplicity, 
&.ill he W3.8 woved by holy obedience to con:,ent. "Ala.-; I" .said he, to hims
lf, 


· ADD. Mlnorum, tom. XII. 


t Ann. Minorum. tom. IV. 
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"how æn I preach, I am deficient in utterance? what can I say? '\" ell, I will re- 
peat 8 few plain useful wordð, above all, these, 'put away the evil and do good.' " 
So, repeating these to himself, he hastened to the spot, and addressed the mul- 
titude. "Dearest brethren, fly the world. Sin not, if you would escape the pains 
of hell: love God above all things, and your neighhor as yourselves. In a word, 
put away the good and do evil, for the kingdom of God is near." At these trans- 
posed words the people began to laugh, but Francis, stepping forth, sllpplie<I an 
admirable correction, which made error become a subtle and profound truth. 
")[en and brethren," said he, "do you laugh at the words of Jour Ruffinus, a good 
and candid man, and do you ridicule his simplicity? Rightly he advised you to 
put away the good and to do evil. The good which you think of all things be4, are 
human consolations and bodily delights, and these are to be laid aside; but the 
evil, which is the greatest among worMly men, i" to do penance for sins, and to 
take up the cross daily, and thi" is the evil which your fellow-citizen desires you 
to do; he adviseth you to }>ut away carnal delights, to chastise your bodies, and 
to cea:,e from sin, because the kingdom of God is nigh." A t these word:; the 
laughter was changed into tears, and in that multitude there was not one whom the 
words of the man of God did 1Iot fill with amaze, and cause to weep abundantly."* 
81. Bernardme of Sienna, in the height of his celebrity uc:ed to think that he was 
only fit to preach in small rustic towns; and, at the end of his sermons in great 
cities, when the people used to follow him with every expr
sion of honor, he 
would appear so sad and dejected that one might suppose it was some pri
oner 
that men wel'e leading to execution. t Bernardine of )Ionr.e Fcltro, who traversed 
Italy so often in all directions, would always travel on foot, through snow or rain, 
over rock or marsh. At the town of Trajadi, a sumptuous repast was provided 
for him after his sermon. He ordered it to be distributed to the poor, and then 
going without the town, sat down under a tree and made his repast of fruits and 
bread. 
Let it be observed, at the same time, that the negligence and simplicity of the 
ancient style was such as would have been suggested by art, rather than the re- 
sult of inability. Raban l\Iaur left admirable rules for the composition of ser- 
mons, and showed the Deces
ity of avoiding a foolish and inflated rhetoric. H
 
remarks that those who have most poyerty in them
elves,are the slowe
t to take ad- 
\'alltage of the rich eloquence of the holy &riptllres; that many things shouh1 be 
delivered in a humble, gentle, and temperate strain, that, above all things, the 
preacher should use words that are easily understood by the people, and he a:,ks, 
"Of what use is it to have a golden key, if it cannot open what we want? Or 
what objection can one have to a wooden key, ifit can do this, since we (inly de- 
sire to open what is shut? To the grandest points there should," he observes, 
"be always a temperate beginning; and it is even in the power of a preacher real- 
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Iy t.lew{lwllt, to tn.'at ill a humble :11\(1 ll1oc1er:.ue sryle, tilt" vf'ry "'ul
ects which 
Wa)' I ' tldivcn'ti in :1 grand alldmagllitil't'nt m.lßIWI", that b)' l1Je,1lJS of this dark 
vcil tlu')" m3)' be made to ap
.lr .;tiII more lurninou:-.* "Iu preaching, 
 a 
I'>illlpll' 
t).It.;' "'.)":'\ St. YïlU"l'ntiu:.;, 'and 11 tIolIll'..til.' language, to de'('lare particu- 
hr acb. U"iè f:ulliliar exa.mph'", :1.1111 It't all )"our wort Is ..(Of'm to come' from your 
mimi. not from prieil', but rathel' fa'om th.' w\\cls l\f charity and pa.wrnal piety. 
.\ general di:,(."'Ou
 UpOIl virtlle
 unù vil.-c::I muv
 the hwrcrs but liule."t 
" .\0; we pity," 
).o; ltahan 
laur, lC ollt' that hath a hC':Ultifnl hody with a 
el,'(orllu'(1 
oulJ mure than if he h:ul Ill",,) a e1t.ft)rn)('d hcw)y, 
o \\ I It'll trivial or de- 
(.1['mt'(l thill
:-; are eldivt'fl'tl wittl e!oel'll'ncoc, thl')" are more ('3.lclllatt'(l to excite 
disgu:"lt than if they had } ('l'n 
pokt'n in romluon languagp. "t Inconformity 
y, ith thi
 pl"in -iple the pf(

chers of tht' mieMle :It..... 
 Wl'IOC oftl'n 
H.'11lt ic in tlU'ir 
st)"lc, vr cvcn h::I .\.lcihi:.uld \\eml,1 !o=:'y, t\ill'nie'. "m' might :o-onll'times say (If 
them \\ hat the dis.'iple rt'rnarks of 
H.'r:ltC':o', th:lt wllt'n Ulle lwal"ð tht.ir (li
cour:-e, 
at fir:o,t the)" \\uulel :'t't'm ridiculou.., hC'iu
 en\"e'loptocl ill a ti:-:o-ue of snch naTU(lS ßlul 
words ns might be compartocl t.) the skin of bOUle insolent :-':It)'r; fi'r they 
p('3k of 
a...' carr).illg pack
dùl
:o-, anù kt.ult--nwlulf'r..., ami cohhlc.rs, 3Iul t:UIIH'rs, and 
alwa).s with thc aid of tmch worel..; they !"l'f'm to say tilt' 
allH" thing
, 
o that ('\'ery 
illt'xpt'rit'u(,('tl and fiH.)li
h man wonlel laugh at thC'ir tli
'olll" ':0,; hut wllt'll any 
one 
hall 
't. tllt'm Uo; it were opt.'l1('tI, alltl vIew tllf'ir iUÍ(.rior, he \\ ill be con\"inced 
in th, fir:-t pla('C that their '\\oJ"(ls are fnlI of :0- -n..', ami afterwartl.. that tl)(')" are 
ruo..t cli\.ille, ha\.ing Ill,my imagt.:-; of virtue within tlwm, mul tt.neling to the 

rt'att
t part, or ratlwr to the wholl' of wh:lt shoultll)t' tht' (l1
('(.t of ('OUtt'lIIplat ion 
to \\ hOt-ver \\ oulel he a uohle anti just mall.
 X '\"erthele:o-", there is no atTL'Ctation 
of lIegli tr cnæ elix't'rnihle in the anl'it'nt prl'a('hcr
. 
t. Chr).
tom for the 
ake 
uf th . langu.lge i..; rt..latec.l to have btuùiec.l _\ri!'tophant:::). 
t..\ \'itu
, ar('hhi
hop 
of YiC'llnc, writes to Yiventiolus the rllt'toriC'i:lI1, Ulltl 
ar.;, cc I have' Iward that 
in tilt' homily whiC'h I latl.ly delivC'ml to the IH.'ople of Lyon.., 011 the elcc.lication 
of the Ihsilif'.J., yon say that r committt.,<1 a Larhal"Í
w, alul thus 'W%c:> builty of a 
fault in a public di
'tmr.-c. T conf
 that ma)" ha\Te happened, u;Pl'Cially to me, 
fur if in greencr J
 I had made any profiC'il'llf'Y iu the study of IC'ttt'r
, 'Om- 
nia f('rt æta:.;.' Thl')" f:ay that )"ou blamf' me 1)t"'l"3u...e I m:.ule the mieltlle byllable 
of potimr long, uot following ''Firgil, who m:1(lt> it short, saying vi potitllr;1I hnt 
that is pafllmlable in a poem, and we fillli that '
lrgil, has often so pre:,ulUl'tl in 
hi:; works, content to commit a barbarism al1tl to iu\"('rt tIlt' naturt' of 
yl1able..; con- 
trary tu the laws of art, wht.n nL'('t's:,ity requir(lS it. A:-; where lae sa)"s, 'Sun eri- 
mus regno indCt-'Ores,'" or fen'cre Leueüt
m,"** or that 
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Virgil u
ed a poetic licence in shortening the middle syllable of potitur, which is 
neæ:,
al'ily long." After some grammatical di
cus8ion, he ('oncludes by admon- 
ishing this orator to beware in future how he }Ja:ssed i'uch judglllellt
. "Quod ami- 
eUlU attrahere magis studiis quam detrahere, et oratorem eloqui potius quam ob- 
loqui decet."* St. Jerome has remarked that the Arians in ordaining men did not 
so much require them to be imbued with the f'ense of the IIoly Scriptures, as that 
they might be able to please the ears of the people with the flowers of declama- 
tion. "Hence it was," he said, "that the Arian heresy employed more the wisdom 
of the worhl."t 
St. Gregory 
azianzen severely condemned those preachers who transferred the 
eloquence and pronunciation of the theatre to the chair of evangelical truth.! 
If, on the one hand, laymen during the middle ages knew that it was a griev- 
\"ou
 fault to criticise a preacher, on the other the clergy when discourse wa:; held, 
did not stand forth before them a:; players, delivering artful
declamatioll with the 
tone and action oftragedialIs: they were empa:::sioned, earnest and eloquent, but it 
was a passion totally removed from all effeminate desire to draw tears, an earnest
 
ll
;; which was not noi
y and affected; an eloquence which had nothing in com- 
mon with the tricks of a s('enic repre:-,entation. The awful i'everity of truth little 
aC'cnrded with unmanly f()ndne
s for dwelling on the tletail of human slIffering5, 
and what wa:; Laò taste ill a poet like Euripides, wou}(1 have sounded like profa- 
nation fmm the lips of one who was to announce the doctrines of the cro:õs and the 
f..'lct of the eternal exic;;tence. It is clear, too, that the preachers of the:-:e times ad- 
dl"e

ed themselves to the understanding and passions, but not merely to the ear
 of 
men: for their sermons lose nothing by being reaò,anò that also after a lapse of eight 
hundred years. The effect was produced by words full of sen:-;e, not by a prolon- 
gation of sounds which so far from moving the passion8 religiously of an intellect- 
ual audience, would wound and exasperate them. Dante, indeed, hlarm.-:" the un- 
warranted conceits of some preachers of his time in Florence, who were addicted 
to vulgar familiarity, and the de
ire of jests and gibes; but even when accu
ing 
the
e of neglecting the book of God, he speaks of the favor which he wins for 
himself who meekly cling
 to it. 
The holy fathers, sometimes, though indeed mo
t rarely, adopted a light and 
facetious style in exposing the errors of the heathen superstitions; as when 
81. .Augu
tin 
aY8, "In the plague they must bring ..I.1-:
culapius from Epidau- 
rus to help Rome, since Joye, th
 king of all, who had been seated for a long 
time in the capitol, having 
pent hi:, youth in licentiou:, pleasures, had, per-hap::, never 
lei
ure to study medicine."
 The pleasantry or familiarity of the prrocbers of 
the middle age was at all events better than empty declamation and the affected 
intonation of words signifying nothing. It had even an ardor of philosophy 
about it, as may be witnessed in the sermons of brother John of Rochetaillêe, a 
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h'arn('tl and holy frinr of th(' fonrt(\('nth ('('ntnry, who....f' plmsant apoIogues 
reminded rroud atul world I)" CC<'1l' i.1"t\ "'i that ('nci W3S the 
t ro .......iou.. 
Bt'rn3rdin' of )Jontc l
'\.lrro, who lI:-: Ù to 
ay plt'a.-.:.mtly that he W:I of the iI. 
IU5triOlh hOIl"'(> of Pi('("oIuomini, ulltilling to hi.. :--r:Hnr'e, whieh obtaiJll't) fur him tlle 
f;urn:lIue of P.II'\'II)II
, intro(IIH'('(1 the 
lIn(' idpa into tIlt' affi'C'ting t-('rmOIl wlli"}. he 
preache(1 on Plltpril1g Pavia, where fìn'l.tt,lJil1g hi..: (1\\ n (It.ath, :lIld apo
trophi1inK 
hin'''f.lf, I... 
id, " \ gr("lt ..... a i:s !'hortly to h p:1 -...('tl, dN'PPl' fc)(" tho-.c to whum 
the ('
lre of otl1l'rK IU\
 1K.'{'n ('ommittl'tl, allll how much mort' tlH'n for mc who am so 
little? IJUt I \\ ill kt't'p JU','r tIlt' :--hore." But what is rn()
t of all :--trikillg ill the 
.. 
"'l.'rrnOJlS oftJU' llIi(l(lI.. n
t' i", th(.ir mild awl p"l
U:I:--i\'p toUl', that art I..... t'w('('t- 
nf'
"', which IlO atJÌ>ctatioll ('(IIIId :tttain to, ami whi(.h (':111 h:m,IJ)' fail cven at tl,is 
(li...tunce amI uudt'I' ('irrumstaIiCc of !society 0 changoo from the time w)tt'n they 
we're fir:",t (h.livt'f'P(I, to :u't \\ itlt rt'li
iou
 po" pr on the he,lrH of all \,1.0 Ilt'ar tllI'm, 
I n them hrpathl's tlw gentle t-pirit of IIIOVillg wonl
. "Tt':--lol" Jl':,UIIl," (.rit'.... the 
monk Jol.n, ...peakill r of his ma:--tcr Sf. 0(10 I I., ahhot of Cluni, :md of his 
ill!'\tructioIJ'), "T('!-tor JI'!-um, quia ex ore llOmilli.. 1l1l1ll(1'1a111 utillivi taUtaru 
dult"t'tlinelll f:erm()lli
.'.t bel(lom (10 th.-.c omtoJ's a::pirc to ("
t forth light- 
nillg un() t1Huulpr likt' Periclp"" hut tl.ey gt'liprally :lunOllnl'C thpir lII:ajt'!--tic 
I('
"'(ln... a 1111 (ll'\.t.:lop tlH'il' iIllU)('('lIt thou!!hts in tl,at nu...k Ulul ...ootllillg 

ty)e \\ hich remind.:. one of ('il'pro' t'
pn.......ion..., whcn IH' t-aid that hi., do- 
([uenee hegan C3J1t.
('('rl'. It "....;nol" hat (
uintil1ian ('ails (( cirC'u1atoriam \'oluhil- 
italt'll1 ;" it was u :--t
'le :--I}h('r hut Fplf'mlitl, 3ml fnll ( f maj..:--ty ; ('01111('11<,;('(1 :JIlII 
abounJilig ill <.:l'n!'p u... in tlu' o})('nillg' lill(:, of lRwi... of Gr('llada'
 :--ilillt.'r's gui(lc, 
whi(.h I1Pver gro\" ,I:" hut IHIr,..Ut'
 its ('\.('11 \\a
., ne\'pr hpats tll' air, but like nil 
ol":'('lIlar voice impre the ('fir with r('\"erpJ1('(': nothing grayt'!", more pJ'lu]f'nt, 
more !-impll', more :-.tudiou... of truth nnd \"irtup: oft 3Utl fun eJf rpf
hil1g IIl:-:U'P, 
like tlu> (It'\\" of hl'a\"('n, tllt'..... ('ha)'ote nnd h01)" thoughb <1t':'('('ml('() into tIlt' \"pry 
(I('(.p<.', t rc('C..'. of tllf' human Iwurt. Tr1lf
J tll(,Y \\('1'(' I111111111e, ami oftf'n UJI- 
Ic.lrllf'el II1('n, hut the)' "ere imb1l('(1 with the bCient.'C of till' "'aer('(1 Scriptun':-;; tlH'f 
I"np\\ the psalm..., t1lPY kn(>w 
t'ntcn as of the father)'o, tl.t')' kilt'\\" t.ÌP('rf'C:5 of tIle 
Chur('h, tlll'Y klWW tr:ulitiolls of wi <:tl 0 III , the}" knp\\" f:(,('J'pt
 of Vfa('(', tlu.)' km'w 
the live..., thl'Y kncw the (It.ath of thp jll';t. If tlH'Y '\PI'(' uot omtor)'o, :lftf'r the 
manut-'r ofGrf'Cce and Home, tlwil' hi,rh ('oncpptioll boar(...1 1)(')"011(1 the m:1rk úf 
morta1
 ; if nt tim{'!o; t)If'Y added tlling
 f..J profimnd that \\c rol1not folIo\\ 1Iu'm, 
wlwll tilt' flig-ht of 110))" tmn
port h:1(1 fo.O !-'pf'l1t it... rage that ut'art'r to the h,\.('I of 
our tholl
h t the :--pl'('('h (1('
(,f'n(lt'<1, t 1.(' t-01Jl)(1
 t 11at i:':'lWd \\ t're of j lI:-.tice Ul1J 
men'y, wonl... like tllo...e of ang('ls worthy of !':lcrt'(1 
ilen('p to he heard. 
TIH'ir di
('ou
e, as ßt.'rnar(linc of ""'iellua T(.tl'lire:--, wa:; vivifying to the <1(':1(1, il- 
III m i Ilnt i \"(' to the hI i 1)(1, i llflammatory to the frig-i(], l111trit i \.(' to tilt' h lIWY'I'y, defen- 
:;ive to the tempit'd; it 60ftenl...1 the ohdurate, it cOll!'oled the Je!'pairing heart. 
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Tlwre arose from it purity to the defiled, health to the di
(>a:..:('(l, strength to the 
weak, and glory to those who sought 
alvatiull. It i:-: 1l0t òerogatol"Y to the al- 
mighty grace, nor injllrioll-; to the divine ,,"orò, to acknuwledge that when e
- 
citu] eW'1l hy the uatllrnl love of truth amI ju:-ti('e, the tongue of man can play 
UPOII the heart with \\"Ollllruus skill, aUlI draw froll) it tont.::; ofil1emlhlps\\,('etnt.:-:..:. 
:\Iight not une suppose that the young AtlH:'nian ill Plato \Va'i tlt.s{'rihing a :..:aint 
Eligiu:-, or Edmund, ur huly preache.' oflivingjll
tice, when :--peaking ufhis HW:,- 
tt.'r, he say!', "Truly, when we hear any other urator, however al!miral)le, ddiv- 
ering other tli:,cour
e;o;, it may be 
aid in a word that we take no interest in him; hut 
when :lIlY one hears you, or hears some other pt'r,on repmting your word.:;, howe\'er 
mean that person may be, whether it he a woman u.. a man, or a youth W!lO }It'ars 
them, we are struck, aUlI as it were led captin.. Sooth, as for myself, when- 
ever I Iwar hi III my heart leaps more than that uf the Corybante." and my tear
 
burst forth hy the force of his words; and I see many others who are atfeeted in 
the 
me way; but after hearing Perich::-i and other great orators, I am inòe(.(l 
of opinion 
hat they I'peak well; hut I am Ilf'vpr IHoved in this way, neitlH'r is my 

oul troubled nor affected with pain as if ellslaV(.tl; hut hy this IHall I alll thus 
affected, amI tltat to Fuch a degree that I am for('ed to believe that to 
he a.. I alII i-; 1I0t to be; I know al:,o perfectly that if eyer I lend my ears to 
him I shall be unable to r(':..:i
t, but nlust suffer the
e thil1 b rs; for he ('omp('l:-; me 
to ('onfl'-.s tll3t wanting much I still neglect myself while I attend to till' affairs 
ot the Atlwil ian:-;. Therefi)}'e do I fly from him, stopping my ears, as if fmlll the 
:o'neil:', tlaat I ma\' 1I0t (FI'OW 0111 in atte1ll1in. F to him. And , moreen-el', it is only 
. J b 0 
in hi
 presence that I am :-;u:..:ceptible of i"hamp; for I know well that I :,hall not 
be able to perslIaele lIJysel f but that I ought tu do what he ùe:;;ires me; but }"('t 
when I go away I am subduetl through re:;;pect to the multitude. Then,fore I 
run away frolll him and I a\'oid him, amI whene\'er I 
ce him I feel a:,hameù, 
awl oftentime:..: I would that he were no longer living among men; though if this 
were to happeu I know well that I shuuld grieve stillrnore, 60 that I ÙU not 
know how to act with regard to this man."* 
From mallY passages ill the writillg
 of Platu, it is easy to gain some insight 
imo mysteries eoncerning the in:..:tructions amI influence of Chri
tiall teacherso If 
the voire of llatul'31 justice ('ould work so upon the feeling:-i of a generous youth, 
what must he the imprf':,:..:ions })roducpd hy the announceuu:nt of the eyerlasting 
G()
pel? "1 Ill)':.;elf," !'ö:l)"S an ancient author, "was a \\"itnes'iofapreachprwho
e 
writing-
 1'ufficielltly e\.ince the f
r\"or of his z(:.al, \\ ho fo. o the pllll)o:ie of 
IH'mcl,ing dm'ing' the fh'e or 
ix years that ht' preached in Italy, n('\"e.. :..:tuùied ill 
any other book hut that of the pas:o.Îon of Jesl1:o. Christ. Seven 
'mr:, pa:,t, wlll'n I was 
in a convent of on1" order named Ponte-Palomhe, forty ruilc
 from Rome, this 
venerable and devout wan on the ni g ht of the sticrlllata of St. Francis, was sought 
, 0 


* Plato Conviv. 



;)-1U 



1 0 l
 .E 
 C..\ T II 0 IJ I C I; () R, 


fc}r in a grotto whi('h w:\
 ,\ ith in tll(' ('r1{'losu
 of tht> ('()nvpnt, that he might 
('Omp ami prt.:\('h b....fi.'re the hrt'thrt.n, whl) \\pre waiting in the churl'h after JUatin
. 
Fred)" the 
I.rt', though \\ rappt'(l in 1l111...;iJll r s hin'h, :1" 'ulllt'(l the tcac>hl'r'ð part, 
alill mild began. Tllt'll \\ ithout having mclJc any pr<'}J.1mtiuu, ('xCt.'pting what 
hl' hatl in hi:-; :-olitary communion with Got1, h(' 
pake :,ud. high thinb'"S with sllch 
an t''\.traonlinary It.rvor, that I ft'lt (Plitt, out of my:-:plf. In truth, ht'ill
 in the 
numlx'r of thirty monk:-:, tllt'l"t, wa
 I1l1t mle \\ ho <litl not :,Ilt'd hot tt'ar;o,. AIIIIIIOW 
\\ ht'Jll't. h:,tl h . thi'S whil'h lit' tlelin.rt'tl, pt'rformin'f' as he tlitl this tlivine 
U'tion 
without any premeditation? lIe gainl'(l it all at the fcH)t of the ert ss of OIlr ador- 
ahle Jesus, wllO:'C slcrt'(l 1l
lInC ,,(' pronoulll"('(1 (."'t'ry moml'nt with a :--w('('tnf'SS 
that pa"'
NI aU human utteralu't'."* Certainly, a pre
u'ht'r of thi
 tlesl'ription i
 a 
ri
ht \\ olilirous thing. Tn all otllt'r arts, as Sovalis ob
'r\' .. of the pod, one (
1Il 
pt'rl'eive ll(m the ctft'Ct is proc.luCl'll; " '(''&in tra(.'C the npf'ratiOlls uf the painterarul 
tlw Ilm:-il'iau, hut this is ...omcthing hitldl'n and un:-:carchahlf'. I t i
 an art 
wholly immat{'rial ami in((.rual, \\ hile in"piring tilt' mind with new, :ulmimh]p, 
allll tran:-:porting thought:-;. "'e Iwar :-:trange wt}f(l
 a lit I yt.t kllow what tht'y 
:-oi
nif.r. A magie power i:-. on the tongu . of him who :uldr' ..... U", :11)(1 even the 
l'ommOlU'..t ami Ill()
l familial' "ordi L"Ome forth from his lips \\ ith a fascinating 
:llltl il1lpr
..i,.e ,,\)tIut.1, whi('h r..tain:-; as \\ ith a !'pt.1l the f:t...;t-honnel hml'pr. 
_\ ('hri
tian who h:ul {'omp from thc :-ocilOol of Plato, \\"onltl ob:-prve that it is 
not hy :my art :,ul'h mcn arc ahle tu illu
tr.1te their ...;nl
l.'Ct, but that it is hy a divine 
power whi{'h movcs tlwm as in the magnet, f()r that 
tone lJOt (lnl)" (Im\\s iron 
rings, hilt al'o imparts a }lower to th ...e ring<' by which they can pnxlu('C the same 
dJì.'(,t as the 
tone ibelf to draw otllt'r rin1!
,:-on that. ollletil1l('.; il1l'r(' is :l long 
('(II)('att'nation of iron :111(1 ring:-: all dl'I}Clltling upon eaeh otll('r, while the powcr 
whil'h l'Onnl'Cts thclll nIl tOJ!cthcr i
 dcriVl't1 from that .,temp; in like manner 
religion or the mth "1nfu
" into them a divine power, hy nu'an..; of which thpy 
C".1n imp.1rt their Cllthu
ia...m to othl'r
. :--'t. (;n'
ory ('\.('n 
:IY
 that therc are 
man)" thinJ!s in the !'o:1ert'(l pa1!e whi('h wll('n alone' II(' C".1l11lOt t1l1(lt'r:-otalltl, hut 
whieh whcn plaCl'(l hefore his hrethren, he h:l..; lII)(lt'l'too<1 ; t for it is with th...-je 
teachers alul the :--ouls of men, a' with the ring
 dl1x-'ndin
 npon the loadstone. 
It is l.ì0l1 who draw:, human "'ouIs throllgh all thl'...., wl.ithcr:,o(',.('r he wi:-III'
, 
while they hang dt'lwneling npon t':lch other, alul ht'I)('e 1IH'1l who ill (',-...r)' thing 
t.l
p may r('main rude amI IIn:-okilful {'an p..rform this; for thpy cx('t'1 not by art, 
but by :\ tlivinc power, whi('h at'('Ollnti for their rt.maining so deficicnt in otll('r 
thing:-;; for to this cud arc :,lIch 1I1en uc;cJ by God .1-; his minister:;, that we hear- 
ing them may know that" it is not they who uttpr th
(' thing
, to whom tl1t're is 
110 great powt'r of intelligpnC('. hut that it is God who opea.ks allli announces 
his will through them tu the human raee. 
\n thi
 is impli<'ll in the conclusion 
of the memorable bermOIl of St. .Ambrose, in which he exprL:-
t's hi'i joy on the 


· Le bu(:ré )[ont tl'Olivet, 682. 
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bapti!'m of St. Augustin, whose conversion promis('(l :-,uch utility to the Church. 
After describing his great talents and acquirements, and how he had clothed him 
in a black cowl, and with his own hands tied round him a leathern girdle, he is so 
far from imagining that this conversion refl('ct:-i glory on himself, that he declares 
publicly that in previou:-i conversations with this great philosopher h(' u""C<.1 to 
be pressed by him with such vehemence of dispute that he wa
 obliged in his 
prayers to God to beg that he might be preserved from his seductions. "Quis 
expugnavit enim?" he exclaim=, in conclusion, "quis superavit? 
on argumenta, 
non vis aliqua verborum, ;;ed Dei duntaxat virtu':> et clcmentia."* 
The instructions of the clergy of the middle ages are extremely intere
ting in 
an historical point of view, as reflecting light upon the manners and general 
spirit of society during that interval; for from the kind of imagery used in il- 
lustration, and from the particular motives employed to inculcate ju
tice, we may 
learn many remarkable features which distinguished tbe generations to which 
they were addre:-:sed. The r:-acred Scriptures and traditions show that the Creator 
is pleased to accommodate his voice to the pursuits and circumstances of men, as 
when to the Chaldæans, who learned wisdom not in books but in ohserving the 
sky, he bcnt a star. 
Iagdalen is drawn by her tenderness and love, David by 
his just and generous heart, Xavier by hi;:, va-:t and noble sentiments and desires, 
Ignatius by his passion for chivalrou3 loyalty to an earthly king. To Hubert, 
the lover of hunting, who follows the chase through the immen:-:ity of the Arden- 
nes, is given the apparition of a miraculous stag, and others are similarly excited 
by movements congenial to their habits and dispositions. In accordance with 
this divine economy, which is termed by the school congruit}. of grace, we finel 
that the commissioned teachers who in different agps announced the will of Al- 
mighty God, have always availed themselves of the predominant affections and dis- 
position of the men whom they instructed, in order more effectually to obtain their 
a"sent. l\Ioreover, their descriptions of sacred events are often, for the same reason, 
mere stamps or reflections of contemporary society. For this power ofanachronism 
is of great importance in conducting minds which are submerged in the manners of 
their time, which are ready to rereive with simplicity and great historic traditions, 
provided they are clothed in the mantIe which they wear themselve
. It would 
be a curious exerci:-:e to pursue this inquiry in reference to the modern compo- 
sitions. Even the spiritual writers of the present day are obliged to borrow com- 
parisons from ignoble pursuits, and to employ motives sometimes which require 
not a little ingenuity in the orator to be rendered reconcilable with the grandeur 
and !'anctity of the Chri5tian law. 
rany words of daily use repeatp<l from the 
pulpit, agree strangely with the e"angelic context, and even from the imagery 
and moth-es pmnJoypò in the exhortations which are :1òelrp!'":-:ed to our :1gc. pos- 
krity will have llo"Jitficulty in dctermining by what llalllC it may be distinguish- 
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('(I. Similarly frolU the orations of llo ..;net, alul cven from tllP pa'l'('"; of !\{alt-- 
Lran('lw, it i
 t'a:;y to diS{.'O'"l'" that tilt' }l1'('(lolllinant P
I '!-.iollS and 
tt.:::1 of th. 
men to whom tllt'Y were m.ldrt's=-'t'(I, \\ere nut of un Ilcroic or natuml dra.....lcter. 
.\ow on taking lip till' 
erIllOIl- of the midùlc a(re, we fl."C1 U"'i if in a difJ"rpllt 
worM, and no louger \\ ith lßcu l'allou:i 
t \'e tu crime LlIIt! egotism. It is tllP <'Ontra:-.t 
bchn'<'11 guiding a geucrow '-t >Ù. \\ ith sillen thread, and having to lash a wret 'h- 
('(I hacklH'Y, \\ ho
e only :-.pirit i., in vice-a e()ar
', Fwoll('n animal, without lIIet. 
tIc ami \\ ithout to-halll('. \\'hen the gllith...: uf till' mit]dlc ug(>, U'i in thf" \\ ork of 
Chri::otillc (Ie Pi...an, ('ompo"'L'(! of extract..; c.'om the &'ripturt, and the holy filtltt'rs, 
a1l(1 the ancient phil ophcnI und poeb, 
lY that humun life 111:1)" be "trictly ('aIled 
('hi,.alr
", evcr)" man, a:, man, hUV
lg to C'hl11L..lt \"Ì<..'(':O;, and us a Christian to rl-,;.;ist 
thf' n:-\.
alJlts oft1Jt> erll'm)" from hdl,-w]H'n 

h. FI'uw.is ('all:-. Lrotlwr (;i]1t 
 011(' of 
hi'i knight:i of the rouml tahle, wht'll 
t. Bt'I1I:mI rt'}wating tilt' !--t""t'll pl'nib.ntial 
psalms withont (Ji
t"'d('tioll, i:, COHlI':ll"t.tl hy hroth,'," t; illt':o; to n l'a:o-tlt. viboroll..:ly at. 
tacked, anJ OOUl11g
ou:--Iy dcfcmk"C.I, whell 
t. Thel"l>
 t'ntitlt.s one uf hl". :-lIhlim8 
books "tll(' Ca
tlt' u(theSonl," \\t' ma)' mc;;ily inC.'r what "ere in thl'"" timcs the 
circulll.",tanL'('S of o.t()('il't), Ulul tilt' part Î(,lIbr d.ar:U't('I' of lIu' a;.;e. FI'oIU the M..r- 
lUon of Rohert d · Sorholllu', on ('oll..;{'it'I1l't', hi:o-torian
 t'all It'arn wll:1t were the 
custom.; and rull'S of the uni,'cr.,it)" of Pari:o, in his tilllt', ill r('g-arcl to "l.ho!a"tic 
exer(.i:--t'''' anCIl"X3millutiolli; Iì'r they ar' ill the 1I10...t minut.. (I>tail t"lIIplo) t....1 as 
im:t
es to illustrah' tllP da,\' of Gotl':- (.tt'rll:11 jnJglllt'ut. III lik(. lI1:tnrlt'r, on
 C'.lll 
a..;('t'rtaill tire prenlilirw ('harne-tt'I. of 1I1l'1I Ly oh:-,('r\"ing tlH' pt.('u]iar moti\"('" urgNI 
II pon tltcm Ly the dcrg)'. I{('mark thl' lIIotl(' of pt'rsna
ion :Hloptt.(1 hy fat her 
John òc .\ \"ila, c'
ill("t' )
OU art.' a gt'nt]t'lIlall aud a va]orou... knight," h' "ay
 to 
Ollt' ue hi.. ('()rn'
I)()Jult'lIt.." "comb..lt virtuously, aud under uo fal-.e ('010 r..: , whidl 
of all thiJl
:t eltri...tiall ou
"t 1II0-t to hate'; :lt1l1 
ilH't' )'OU lovc :--impJi(.it)", he. 
in f:l('t what 
'(lU art' in Halm' aUt I :'pp('al":.l11(,('. How will )'OU 1)(, u},](> to UIJ
\\('r 
in till' (]a"\' uf ,"i",itatioll, if you liv' tl1l1.., lIu\\ in th ' wor1c..l? lIow (
UI you :--III'P 
that YOllr Lord will ackl1owJedl;c you tL'i hi3 knight and champion, Rin . you 
ha\"t' alway
 fc)lI
ðlt in the (",..llllp of hi... l'lwmit>s? Do you exp'>ct a rt'culllpens(' 
frurn Him wholll you ha,"e lIev('r "t'rvc'(l ?". 
\1;3in, he bUy
, "1 t is no ,.,mall hOllur to a knight when hi., king places him in the 
p04 of danger. TI.e knights and noblcmen hold that for a high grace, us a mark tlf 
the king's t..'onfic1clIC'C in them; tlIld bO should the Cbristian regard the ]X'rils mul 
uf. 
f(,I'ings of hi'i course."t The ..erlllou
 of Thollla
 Ù Kf'mpi
 fllrui:--]I :-imilar imli- 
{-atiun
 of the spirit of hi:i uge. "The world," he "':1)"", "praise-: it.; luvcr:-., brave 
knighL:l fwd baron:" beam" , they fight for thcir country, and expu:,c them lve..; to 
man'" t1anO'cN and manfull y to death and P refer the (-tHUI110n to all l )ri,.ate and 
, 1'" , 
f-4.Jfi..h 
oocL How much morf' i..; Christ to h.. prai..;('d awl to hf' lov('() who Wa::I 
crucitit.'tl Hwl :--Iain for U'" ull that \\e might li\"t
 lur C\'Cl' ami rei.'I'u \\ith him 
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in hcaven."* You perceive what were the motives that F;unk the ..:cale with 
men of these time:" the wings by which their souls were rai:--t't.l aloft, and Illadt' 
the guests of hffi\gen. The clergy of the middle ages have been eondemn('(] fcJr 
preaching with great \'chemellce against customs, whieh were in themselves 
trival or indifferent. In the í'lcventh century, they opposed theru
l ve:s tu thE' 
extravagant f:.lshion of men wearing long hair like women, floating down their 

hollldcr:o'. Robert, count of Flanders, who had di:.;tingui:;;hed him...elf at the siege 
of Jt'ru:,alem, ha\'ing gone to St. Orne I', to celebrate the festival of Christma...., a 
number of prelates and lord... repaired there. The holy Godefroi, bishop of. 
Amien
, was of the Dumber, and the court begged him to sing the mass of mid- 
night, which he did. But" hen the lords came to the offering, a :,imilar scene occur- 
red a:-: that which took p1aæ at Cremona, which was ob
erved in the Ia:,t book; 
for the bishop would not admit anyone who wore this long hair. The courtier::\ 
began to murmur, and to ask who was this bishop that 
umed such authority 
in a strange diocese? Learning that it was Goclefroi, so renowned for hi::, ex- 
traordinary piety, they resolved to !'acrifice the vain ornament of their hair rather 
than deprive themselves of the 
neùiction of such a holy bishop. Immediately 
they began to cut off their hair, some with their knives, and others even with their 
sword
. t 
)Ien ridiculE' the preachers and moralist;;:. of the middle ages, for laying such stress 
upon peculiar fashions of dre:,,:--, and for oppo.;:jng certain no\'elties with !'uch vehe- 
mence, yet bt. Clemens 
\.lexandrinus who saw the old civilization, (Ioe..; not think 
it unfitting to occupy several pages of his philo:-,ophic treati:.;e
 with similar dis- 
quisitions; amI against embroidered ðan(lal
, ..\.ttic amI Sic
'onian ::;hoes and Per- 
:öian buskil1s, he declaims with 3:' much energy as any monk e\ger evinced in com- 
bating the !':hoes with long point::i.t The fact i
, that e\'en in what relates to the 

'lothing of the body, men can be unjust, and therefore to condemn the zeal of ec- 
desia.-.;tics in combating particular innovations, without knowing on what grounds 
they oppo::,c them,îs both ra
h and unphilosophical.
 Every kind of absurd refine- 
ment or harharil'm has been from age to age combated by the clergy, who were 
the guardians of good t3,::;te as well a::, of religion and moral,,_ 'Yas it ridiculous 
to oppo
e the introduction of an effeminate costume, which of it
elf might have 
softened the eharacter of a whole people? or to aholish indecent æremonies at wed- 
dings, or the fashion of daubing the face with red or white paint?1I The stat- 
uÌl:-- of the city of Y' erona record, that at the persuasion of St. Bernardille of Sien- 
na, the gftm
 w
ich used to be celpbmted on the first ::'unday of Lent, were tr-.ln
 
ferred to the Thursday before Quinquage
ima; and at Perugia, \vhere many 
yearly lost their lives at certain tournament
, he prevailed on the magistrate.;; to 
ordain that only blunted and inoffensive weapons should be used in the conflict. 


· Storm. III. Pars 2. t Recherches Hist. sur Ie Diocese de Seez p.257. 
t Siromat. Lib. II. c. 11. 
 Drext:lius de Cu]to Corporis. 
I MaUlarùi Sermones in die Santi Joannis Bapistæ 



.i-t4 



I 0 H è.' S (' \ T II () L I ( . I: () It, 


So also lkrnardin(' Ft'ltn'n:--i
 ppr"u:II)('() till' lIl:wi..trat('
 of Y (','ona to put off to 
a Ie.., 
olt.'ll1n day, a gralH) rouruallll"lIt \\ Ilid. had 1)( ('n prl pan'cl for the f,-stival 
of 
t. John the Bapti..t, ami whid. the ppopll' Wt..I'(' ..a
l'rI)' t'xpcding. Did not 

uch intt..rtèrelll'C "'l'r\"(' till' C:lII:--l' of hUIl1:lllity UlHI of rdig-ion, h)' kecping it pure 
fWIIl :lU a'
ociation \\ itla p:J..:--iou
 of a doubtful l'harader? 
Upon till' who!l', th' prl'achiug of the c1t'rgy, during the middlt' afTe..., a
 \n.1I 
3,:) ever)' othl'r mo(lc of e
((,I1l)ing their infhl('IJ '," as "orthy of the agt.:; of t
lith, 
in nogard to the thir..t anti fulfiiml'nt (,fju
ti('e. En'lI c()lI
illet"t'(] merl'ly a.-i phi- 
]()
lIphic di"l'u
,ion.., thl'il' fwrlllons al'e l.ntitl('(J to all p(}..:--ibll' aUl'ntion. The)' fur- 
ni:--Ia proof that tl.e t'('dt.o:-ia:--tieal :,upt..riors of tho:--t' (lay)Ò, with all tlll'ir ...olieitmle 
for the
ll'n..'(lllepo..it of tàith, and all their reveren . for antiquity, \\O('r'notafraill 
of geniu... in the pulpit. Xo doubt to Iwrsoll"Ï who only re:ul them, there ap- 
pears to be much rt'pl'tition and UUlIt 
slrJ lll'n'loplllelJt; hut it 
hould be rCl1leJU- 
1)(,'1'('(1, that t Ill'Y Werl' mId re:--:,c..1 to di m'n-ut p('r
l>lb in !,\1l'l'l',..ion, anll that it ell- 
ten.d not iuto rhe ill1a
ilmtion of tho:--t, who IH'ard thelll to dl':--irl' Illlvt'It)". "Let 
us not be wear)' of n'l)Cat ing tl1(' 
am" thing:" sin.;c v. e bpeak to ne\\' h
arer:o'," ...ays 
:-it. \.ugu
tin. D.... it IJOt often happt.n that when we !'how tû p('r
olJc; who ha\"e 
never 
'fore c;een them, cr.-tain spaeiolls amI beautiful plat't.:o', eitla"I' ill citic.., or 
ill the country, which from 10llg habit of 
et.'illg we onr
('h"t.
 p:t:--... hy without .IIlY 
plca:--ure, \\ c find 0111' delight revived in the plea"lIr' which novelty in
pirt-
 in 
thell1? and in proportion a
 tll(')' are more bound to u
 Ly the daain of lov(', the:,e 
thillg!' that had bt..'CD old and familiar became ncw to u.... IIow much more then 
lIught we to he lldight{'(1 wlH'n we npproach to learn re:'l)('(.tin
 God, 011 al'eOllllt of 
whom nil thinbr'S whatever that are to he )Òaid are baid ; !'() that our preaching, which 
had hecome frigid from being often hC..lrd, should he rcnovatt't) hy the impression of 
non.lty upon them, and should grow fen'ent in cOIJ::,C<}nence of their not being 
.lCcll:,tom('t) to hC:lr it ?"* 
In regard not only to the tradition., of the t..arly church, hut ul
o to nil the old 
and precious virtues of humanity, the tle....ire of the clergy was that of the great 
'1antuan- 


"Ferre per antiqnos patmm vf'stigi:L grcs
us, 
El V('Icrcs t- 'rvnrc \ ia.!I, rc'"ocarc vaguotes 
Per valles et 8&xa grt-
f'fI. pt'r ]usl ra fersrum 
Figere io ßotiquis iterum ruu
alia campis." 


That the people were to he fefl with the plain and vivifying food of apostolic doc- 
trine, and not with the empty and nninteIligiLle 
und" of a vain philo
ophy, was 
proclaimed even by the matt'rial monumcllts of the middle age; fUl' on the pul- 
pit !'\upported by t..iglat ('olullllI!', whi('h hj
l.op TU:--lill in the Yl'arl IðO pJaced in 
tilP catlu'llral of 
Iazara. in t;ieih', might hl' J'e:ul this ill!'l'J'iptioJl. "Prædica evan- 
gelium meum universæ cr&1tu!'æ. Ad cællllJl via nOli fuerat Bau)"lonica turrÏß."t 


8. August. de catecl1iz8odis rudibus. 


t Sicilin :-'11C'rß o tom. II. t45. 
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But what matter could be found more abundant for a grave and copious dis- 
course than the high themes of eternal prU\'idcnee, and the stupendous mystcries 
of human redemption? The great rhetorical ma...;ters of antiq uity esteemed that 
they had ehosen tl:e grandest sul
ects, when they treated on virtue, on providence, 
on the origin of souls, on friendship. "These are things," adds Quinctilian, Uby 
means of which both the mind and the language are elevated, when we show 
what things are truly good, what mitigates fear, restrains cupidity. \Vhen 
we learn to despise the opinions 'of the vulgar, and to believe that the mind is celes- 
tial," all which certainly acquire an infinite exaltation, and wholly a divine char- 
actel', as we find them in the Catholic doctors, whose discourses might dispense 
men from ever consulting the worthies whom ha oppO:ò-e8 to the world, 
the Fabricii, Curii, Reguli, Decii, and )Iutii. 'Vhat other men will be 
able to speak like the Gregories, the Bernards, the Anselms, the Bales, the Fen- 
elons, the Challoners, on fortitude, on justice,faith,continence, frugality, contempt, 
of pain and death? And to what cIfuiS of mankind, or to what regions did not 
their divine instructions extend? Thmugh their lips did their Creator send hi..; 
word to the earth, and it ran 
wiftly; he sent forth his voice and he melted the 
congealed hearts; at the breathing of his Spirit the waters flowed. ..No longer ex- 
clusively were Jacob and Israel to be satiated, but to every nation did he send the 
living streams of the true life, and manifest his justice and his judgments. 


CHAPTER VI. 


.,., 
O the morality of the ages of faith, and to that of the middle ages in 
m;, particular, there belonged many remarkable characteristics which can- 

l_lj not he mistaken or overlouked by anyone who studies hi
tory with at- 

V.! tention and fidelity. In the first place, according to the distinction or 
.a.


'" 
icholas de Lyra, it was heroic, which was to say much in brief. 
T Principles, thoughts and deeds bore that stamp. Proof of this may be 
found in every work which transmits to us a knowledge of those times, 
not excluding even the testimonies óf poets and painters, for they did but copy 
what they beheld around them when they imparted to those whom they represent- 
ed that external dignity and grandeur which wa:; only produced by the greatnes..'i 
of the heart within. 'Vhat senatorial majesty in Titian's countenances! 'Vhat 
a divine serenity in Godfrey of Bouillon, a,; {]escribed by Ta
so- 


"His face and forebead fuU of nob]e
se were 
And on his cheek smiled youtb's purl,le beams; 



J4ó 
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And in his gait, his gract', hi.; IINs, hi
 ('yes. 
Some" hat fur JJ1Urt. HUU1 mortnl Jiv('
 aud )ies.". 


As Spenser Nl)"8, 


.. AU gOOtl nUll honor might thl'rdn be read, 
}I'or there Iheir tb,eIJing Wb8:' 


Thi
 proc1aiml...1 the prc-.('u('c of that lu:roi(' nml (Iivine virtu
 which Homcr, 
in \, ho-"' mind it.':! ideal p.t
l...I, JIIal. Priam a 'rib - to IIector, Sól)'ing that he 
W
 gr
atl)' good- 


--ovßllðJKtI 

y6pús YE fj /roù 1ccéïÇ ËJ.lJ.lEym, åAAlr 'JEolo. 


I n fact, the 1>t'atitUtlc.. to whi('h the Catholic lll:lIIl1erS Wt're \\ hn))}" dirpcted, 
im'oh-e of Ill'('p-..sity (it,tioll:'> "'lIIilll'"tl
' Iwroi(', :1'i t't. Bprllanlim' of
icnlla relU:uk:" 
ul.x.'Cpting C\'cu the exact llowcl'ic di:-.tinelinn of e:\.l..cllclltly gooo. t "The \'irtue 
of ju
ti 'C in man," 
ith he, "i!i t\\ ot()hl, C(ln
IIlOIl or politi(':ll, by which he rell- 
del' to othe
 what i
 1'f'3tõ: o llahly (hI('; .1IIt! ('x('cllent, aUt'mll...1 with hunger an(1 
thir..t, wlH'1l h(' pay
 th
 dl'ht of jll..(i('C with a fi'rn-llt (I(':,>in-, ami t-p('('lIla(('-
 tu 
\\c)l"k it "it:1 :'lIhtlt.ty."t Ill
t:lI)(,"s of tlais :"uht]e :--p.-<'ulatioll to :\(.t jU:o-tl
'. pro- 
ducin
 DO douht (.xtratmlinary l't1L't,t.,-for :-pirit:3 :are not fiUt.ly toud1l'(1 hut to 
fine i "Uè.:)-arc th
 OCl4J...ion of l11an
- f'ublime 31)(1 \\"ol)(ll"Ou.., ('pislJtll'
 in the hi:-- 
tory of tllP mi(hllt> tH!l--, hilt 
lI('h a... art' complt.tely unintelli
ihlt' to till' IIItld('rn!'o, 
to wlll>11l thl'
' :\Ppt':U' pl't",'i.....I)' tht
 mo:--t :-trikin
 ('vi,,),'lu-e that the annals ofman- 
kind furui..h of lJarhari:--1ll and iglloralll't'. Xot p"'llt'tmtiu r to the tclull'r, pro- 
found an.! bubtlc motive of th they reaù about, tlll'Y deride diP n'st lit" Do- 
miniclliI LoriC"dtu.:;, an(1 ex}>...
., pit.,. fclr J:U'OpOlllb, \\ 1.0111 th('
' tl.ink n>ally and 
for th.. fir:--t tiflll' mad, wheu ]1(' 
howl'd him:- 
lflikc till' "'a\'a
c fro 111 tilt' wootl:,. 
The pag..':-, ufChri..tian hi
tory ar' to th('m lik.. tho
 fra rnwut.. of lIwp,.; awl pic- 
tures which 
J'flll So mall)" :--f'parale mUIl
ter
 to d1ildrt-o, till one 
i\"e
 thf'm a 
clue by which they can put t{)
ether amI form from th('m an harmouiOiii \\'Iwle. 

ow, r('
der, mark my wOI'(I... allll jUtlgf" whetlll'r it were not tlu pn-,'alelll'e of 
thi
 :'pirit which l'elUlered hi...tory ") favorit. a pur:,uit in the Catholi(> "'o('i
IY of 
thp middl
 a
"". \\" e are tol..1 that e\"en down to the pre:ìellt day e,'el')' cit). of 
Spain h
 it
 particular chronicle; amll\Iuratori b3Y", that U there is b4.-am>1 y auy 
city of name in Italr, which c-annot show at h,a....t one or more ancient writf'''
 of 
it...; hi..tor.\', while at the :-,ame time it rell1prnl>pr.; 
1I)(1 dpplore.. having lo:-ot other!oò.i 
It wa...; the ...amc in other eountri.' p,'e,.iou:o; to thp di:-o
nlntit)u of th., ant'ient 
'ial 
state, by th
 illfluenre of the new philo..oph), which 
truck at the roots of hi
tory, 
by taking awa)" fmll1 the -mal1l1Prs of Illen h(,l"Oi.,m 3ml a(lmiration, :nul hy re- 
ducing ew'ry thing to (".ll('ubtiou and st'1fi:,hm :".... "
hell John of J
rug(':o; }J('aro 
George Cæliu. mention hi., havinl P fonnd ill tlu' library of the 1l101Ia::itery of 
Alcoha a manuscript in which were writing' of St. hidùre and t;t. Alfonso, 
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de viri
 illustrihus,-he could not rest until he had it in his hands. IIaving de- 
voured it with eyes and soul, he says, "I found all things greater than I had ever 
expecte(l; so that I was impelJed to the resolution of applying f;criously to the 
writing of history."* "Ileavens!" he exclaims, "how ri('h I fi)Ull(1 Spain in all 
arts! 'Vhat an indefatigahlf' fervor fur vindicating the Christian religiun! 
""hat proof.., of all virtues! flow many example" of all memorable things! "t 
In like manner of every people dm'illg the ages of filith, it wa..; a lively joy to 
search into annals which recounted the former dpcd... t. ,rhat magnallimou"i 
spirits in the barbarism of the midJle age !" cries Silvio Pellico. c. "That mar- 
tyrs to truth! what benefactors to the afflicted! 'Vhat fathers of the church, 
admirable by theil' collo
sal philosophy, and Ly their ardent charity. 'Vhat 
valiant heroe=", defenders of justice! what communicators of light, wise poets, wise 
naturalists, wise artists !"! 
Even at the very moment of greatest enthusiasm for classical studies in Italy, 
there were learned men and philosophers who were too acute to speak except 
ironically of the bm'barism of the middle ages. Benedict Aretino says, that who- 
ever would diligently read these books of Leonardo Aretino on the deeds of the 
Florentines, in which he relates the whole history of Italy during a long inter- 
val, would be c'Onvinced that they had nothing to fear from a comparison with 
antiquity. "'Vhat cities of old," he asks, "were ever comparable in true 
greatness to the republics of Florence and V ellice, in which the wor:;hip of Al- 
mighty God was celebrated with such care and devotion, and magnificence? 
Duth it not :;hame you," he adds, "to have affirmed that there were no great 
citizens in these latter ages, when you are constrained to behold such immortal 
monuments of men endowed with the highest prudence, charity, subtilty, re- 
ligion, temperance, and magnanimity? the enumeration of whom, e\'en in our 
age, mu::;t be renounced, their number being almost infinite, yet of whose 
heroic virtue we CGU judge from witnessing only a few such as Bartholomeo Va- 
lorio, Xicholas Uzano, and Guido Thomasi, men truly wise, religious, and just; 
who with John of 
Iedicis, Gino of Caponi, 
Iiglore Gradagno, Dino Ughuccii, 
Petl"O Baroncelli, Bartholomeo Corbillelli, Francis Federigo, U guccio Ricci, Lupus 
Castilione, Philip Cor:;ini, and Charles Strozza, were illustrious citizens worthy of 
eternal honor, whom we see succeeded by others now living, of similar manners, 
none of whom I ought to name unless Cosmo of 
1edicis, son of John, of whom it 
would be affectation not to 
peak, . who was in youth of such modesty and 
continence, and who ill mature age shows such wisdom and justice; whom the 
whole population loves as the mildf'st and most humane of the human race.
 
From that series of holy and illustrious men whom Padua produced, what sub- 
lime episodes might be furnished to the mu::;e! Time would fail me, were I to 
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t'lwak of tho!o-p great count.; ?\lanfred mu) Raimerio, Schinello nnd Albert of 
HaOlIe, or the nobles of tl.e hou:-:u of Carrara. To t'nnohlf' that city, would ha'-e 

lIffi 'e<l the Bingle Camil}' l)f Campisamperio, whieh derived its name from the 
first of it.;; Ti
o's of whom it boasts four.-that illustrious general nnd duke of 
Padua, who, moved .It the 
en1101l
 of Lles..-;ed 
\lJtOl1Y, alxlicated all the honors of 
the world, ami retired to the town of Campo 
an Pietro, IlColr which,in the bmllches 
of a walnut-tree, he constructed a lodge, nnd thence from a }mlpit, preached J ....us 
l'hri...t to the I)(>ople; and which !õ\uh
 '<}lwntly pr()(luc-ed that other Tisn, 
urnam- 
ed the Great, who ddi\'erl'i.l hi:H'OUlltl.y from the tyralllwu", p)ke of Eeeelinu. * 
II!)w clearl,}" might men have c1isccrlll.J the admirahle influence of Catholic prin- 
('ip\(" of the hl>,'oic character, in the conduct of the grt'at cnl1n
 of St. Boniface 
at Yerona, of that illl1...trious house, one of the mc,:o>t nncit>nt in Italy, \\ hich cJeri\"- 
t'(l its 
plendor from tl.e favor of many sovereign pontiff'.., ju
t aUlI religious men, 
who a.. Ulwlphs dcfendl,\{ the church, as w('Il as the fn't.-'\Iom aud deare
 inten

ts 
of the lwopl > ?t \hove all, witrlf'. 'T >llice, and her duke
 and . 'uators. IIo\\" 
il1
piring to S>ë tl1(,'11 p bffore us dS they are cÍb..... L.r Cf"
U
, amI to hear of 
lJandolo, who in jllsti{'e, inn()('Cncc, mullearlling, wa
 what otlH'N wish to t-L>cm, (}f 
_\ndrl'w Cnutarino, uneonqu('rahle in magnanimity, who p,-in('('(l through life u 

inl'('rity ami moderatioll that wer' lx'yoml all prai:o,c, of Frallci
 DUllalU:i, whose 
grave ami vencl"'.lhlf' a:>
>t is bO well repr('S('nt<.a hy Titian, emill<'nt fiJl' l'i,'iJ 
prudence alllljn:,ti('(>, of L'onaruo Lauretano, that true lover of his eoulltry and 
of virtllt' incorruptibl(', of Xieoln.q 
Iar('('lIl1
, a man of inn()('('nC'e al)(1 
potll':;s hon- 
or, than whom no one \Va.; C\'l'r ('ha:-,ter 3.::1 a )'ollth, mor' jll
t :1'" a 
man of matur )'l':U":', or more doqll<'nt or wi" in old age, w that the 
whole state :ulrnil"t..'(l amI \'encrah..{ him, l('olrnc<1 without ostentation, \\ ho knpw 
how to It ......l
.. the hi
}u 
t g-randeur with the deel)(>:4 hurniJity, of Xicho1a
 
Ponte, the true philo..opher, not more f'rnill('nt for learning than fi)r f:lith ar)(l 
virtue, who at the COlillcil of T....nt c\-inL't.-'(1 
1I('h knowle(Jg' of th ' Chri
tiall 
mysteries, that he lUeritf't{ praise frolll the father:) uf every n.ltion, of Pas
lis 
Cieonea, uniting the rare qualiti, 
 of a grpat prince, with innocence and 

a1)('tity, ami charity, who lin'll IlOIilJ :111() jll.;tly, in pPa{,(, and war, of P('ter and 
.Tohn )fo('('nici, hrother
, lih('ral, jll...t, b,'a,-(>, awl pacifir, of the in\-il)('ihl > Seba
- 
tian V' enarins, who SL'CIll('(J rai 1 up for the liberty of hi:, country, ami the defence 
of the Chri..tian name, fl'ugal, hol)", 311( I ju::;t, who presided at the con
ecrnti()n of the 
,"otive churrh of Christ the Rcdeenlf'r, on thc liheration of Vcnice from the pe:-õti- 
ll'nce, of ..\ntonio Quirino, tll(' acc()mpli
hed senator, of Rl'rnardo J ustiniani, bU ad- 
mimble for wisdom and erudition, that in his old age aUlI blindl)(,:-'s, the senatori 
wonlcJ adopt no measure without con:o;uJting- him, of Frederick 'T alarezso, equally 
t:'rninpnt in the senate and in tbe schools of Francis Barotius, so profound in the- 


· Bernardini Scardeonii Rlst. Patavimc. Th(>sRur. .\ntiq. Ital. tom. VI. Chronic HolaD- 
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()logy and knowledge of the Christian fathers, of John Basadonna, amongst the 
just and innocent for ever enrolled, glorious in letter:;, and renowncd a:; a :scnator 
of the republic, of Paul Paruta, who }>a8Red with 
uch honor through all high offiees, 
azul )'et left to posterity so many monuments of his erudition, of tho::;e hcroic 
cOlllmanders Augustus Barbadico, Benedict and Jerome Pisauri, men of almo
t 
incredible sanctity of life, of Charles Zeno, whom the Venetians compare with the 
noblest captains of antiquity, of Francis Barbarus, uniting the splendor of all 
virtues to the senatorial purple, of James }'uscarello, whose pri vate and public 
life were equally admirable, of Antonio Bragadeno, whom historians know not 
whether to rank among heroes or among saints and martyrs, of Petro Prioli, wise, 

loquent, brave, and holy, of Vincent 
Iaurocenus, alike under the robe and un- 
der the cuirass, admirable for devotion, justice, and humanity, of Benedict Eri- 
tiu:;, who retained such purity of manners from youth to great old age, removed 
frolll all <,ontention and vanity, never breaking silence excepting when moved by 
zeal for justice, of James ...I:Emilianus, whose innocence and probit), nu orator 
coulJ. \,orthily celebrate, of Petre 8anutus, who united profound skill and pru- 
dence with the simplicity of a youth, amI who was never known to utter a word 
that might not have been addressed to cloistered nuns, of VIncent Gradonicus, 
who f,eemed so richly to merit the ff'licity which followed him through life, of 
hlarillus Georgius, who at his own expense built the church of 81. Dominic, amI 
died in 0001' of sanctity, of John Cornelius, who through love ofjllsticewould not 
spal'e his own bon when obnoxious to the laws, of :i\Iarc Antonio Trevisano, who 
go.we all his goods to the poor, and was called to a better life while a!':sistillg at 
mass in the church of 81. Francis ad Vineam, of 'Titus Caotorta, whose Ll'ea:;t 
was a sanctuary, so that his CGuntenance alone was enough to di
rlll the 1ll0
t 
ferocious, and convert cruelty into reverence and peace. 
Iagnificent procession 
of heroic ruen, who seem to have reconciled two things of most difficult combina- 
tion, reaping at tIre same time human glory and divine beatitude.* 
A modern aud illustrious historian remarks, "the prodigiously audacious senti- 
ment of the moral power and grandeur of man, which was manifested generally 
in the twelfth century."t He might well be struck, for throughout that whole 
history he had st'ell multitudes in every rank and order of life, ready at all times 
to join their invincible might to do worthy and godlike deeds. Indeed, wherever 
tl1(; hemic !':pirit existed, it was not one hut every kind of virtue which might be 
expected, for all wickedne
h is weaknes:;, as Clemens Alexandrinus remarks: 
" Of the thousand sins which men commit, there are but two causes, the root
 of 
every sin being weakness and folly, neither wishing to command passion nor 
to learn what is right."! Now this heroism was inseparable from the piety of 
the middle ages, for religion is its source, as is remarked by John Picus of 


· Nic. Crassl Elogla Patriciorum Veneto Thesaur. Antlq. ItaJiæ, tom. V. 
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)(irumlula, in writiug to a frit'lul whom lIP invitcd to hwollu' hi
 ('()mpanion in 

tU(lit
, to \\ hom he b3J:-', "Y 011 "ill I-- that with lIlê th .['t. is nothing of more 
imporranec tll:1II tlmt I "huulll join pif'ry "ith wi
(l()Jn. \ mllhitudinou.. conr.-.e 
of di"l'iplillc ulHl \\ haft'V('r ]('ttt'r
 (':111 prollli:-o(', lIIayeolor the 
kin, alHln'IHI('l' the 
l
lt'e filirer as if "ith l'.tint, but" ' 
l1l1)Ut IlOp" fc)r n :-,olllul, firm allel rolm,t millli 
from an\' uther source b..
idf>S intf'<.!ritv ofJife ullllllivin 'rt'li g iou."* .A('cordin.,'I\" 
. 
. . l"" ., , 
thi..; l'hnm('ft.r in the fi
t pla,-e })(.longed ill all ('suin('ut <<1(' rl"f
 to tllf' jn
ticc of 
the martYI"', whom, 
b 
t. 
\ u
u..t iu 
a)'
, "if tlJl' ('('(,Il'..ia:,ti('al ('u,tom of <'IJeech 
I)('rmitt f (1, we :-;Imul (':dl our lle..()(.......t 
. 
lu Jiu:t, hi:.tor)' in the mid,lle a'Tc:-I :ulopt(11 a:o' ...IH.h, tIll '\\ hom tl)(' Chur(.h 
hath ('anoni
l, and rightly, for lu)\\ (
111 an hi:--toriau omit mention of tho..f' 1II('n 
"., horn God hath givel1 to thc worM, hy th(' ('xampJf' (If whom 1--0 JUany Wl'rt> ll('- 
lin'I"l11 (rom it aud l--:lw11? LIH.ius :\IarilH......., tlu' Si('ilian, dl11i('aÍl.-..; OIiC part of 
hi!) dlronicle to :o;pe:\k ('xpn.'
,I'y of the :-O:lillH of 
p:lill: YïlU't'nf, LaurPllef', 111('- 
fOIl"O, I
.()('ftdia, Eulalia, Florentin:l, Turihio, Yictor, Lallri:ulO, FIIIgf'ntio, F('r- 
dimulll, Y':llcrian, Emerllf'riu
 anll 'hclrooniu.., 7,,0)'10, .John, Fau:--tu..., .Janu:lriu...., 
Tort}lI:\tu:" L.'uulH.'l"t, ..l
milian, Juliano, ('. ...illa, l:..idore, .\ntonio, Dominic, and 
mum'rollS or her:.. 
 
The charm \\hid. 1"11('11 lÎ\Y" throw npon hi..tor)' iu 1;('nl'l":Il, i
 J"('mark{'{) by 
Chah.'auhriand, \\ ho XlY!', that it i vpry ('a:o.)" to make frolll them pa:oò
agl" full of 
:o'iml'li('it
" Imt. "'y, ana intc
t. "I am a\\al"e that the YC'ry multitude of the
 
Chri..ti:1II Ill'r(l('
 ]Ia.... h('('11 m:ul(' a 
r(lIilHI of ol
('('tion hy the mooern-::., who ...,-em 
to think that it i:-õ !"Ilm(.i('nt <":111"l" to omit IIll'lItioli (If 
I1IY per:-.on a'i hi..:torie, h('- 
('3U"c the Chureh has ('lIrullt.d him in the uum})4'r of the!'\:lillt... True the JIIulti- 
tude of l-.lnouiZ('(1 RLiulS "3.,, grcat. but the dHlf('h ha,l11ot tlw 1)(llie)" of the all- 
,'i('lIt l:OIII:\US, \\ 110, a<; Cicero l"f'mark:o-, did lIot gÍ\'c uut that Tullill
 IIlJ
tilil1
, 
!'tnwk by 1 igh t lIillg, \\':1" rL"('t.i \,('(1 illto tIll' uum})4'rof rhf' god
 Jikp HOllluI u
, I'J that 
kiwI of (leath, I(':-.t this honor :-.1aoultll)f'('(llIll' vill' awl vulgar, hy Iwing "0 !'OOIl 
after nUrihutt11 tf) another. "'hat a lIlultitJH]c of 
;aillt
! TrlU', IHltjwlge them 
wilh the pcnt'trating C). of a bt. ..\ugu
tiJl(', Wh(,D he re\'ic\Vs the lives uf the Gen. 
tile Iwrot'
, :Hill tllt'n f.ay "I)('tlu'r hi:-.tof)' hath not a right to claim them a... its 
hrightl'st ornum('III.', l'roviug the aN'ur:u'y of 
t. Augustill '8 rl mark, that trill' jus- 
tit", i:-. only tu be fOlllul in that J"('pllhli(' of which tl1(' foulUlcr an(1 ruler i:i Chri:..;t."
 
COII
idf'ring thpm c\'en withollt the eifu]gcnt circlet, tsay what 
d ur their wanted 
the :-t:lmp of in('orrllPtihlc j u:o.r ice, of heroic virtup? Xot cunfined, hO\\"e\'er, to 
the witnp
s of truth, IIf'r<?i:--111 ht'longf") to the genl'ra] morality o(lIu' mi()(lll' ag(..... 
)lallY character
tiC."\ of the Rlwient Christian 
o('iety, as of that of 
pain before 
th
 F'-PIlCh plliJlI..ophy had entered, according to the rE-port of Huber, may be 
e:\.plaillt'(l in t \\ 0 words, Jwitht'r (If them, 
L"i he "ay,.., 
pallish or Gl'l"Inan, .U1d 


· Joan. PiCU8 }lirandu1K. Episl_ Lib. I. Sa. 

 De lebus Hi..paniæ. Lib. V. 


t Dt' ('Ï\ it. Del. Lib_ X. 21. 

 D. Ch'it. Dci, II. 111. 



AGES OF FAITH. 


551 


c{'rtainly neither of them discoverable in the lalJguage of any people during times 
(If Catholic ci,'ilization. 
[en were not di:.;euchanted, as the I'-'rench hay, nor so- 
phi!"ticated, according to the expresskll1 of ShaJ.\.e!'peare, who beheld the gathering 
mi:,ts of the new philosophy. There was a fn'
}II}(,ss awl a vigor diffllse(l 
throughuut the bocial state, and heroism was evinced in cvery pwfessiol1 amI walk 
(If life. 
] n our times, we hear of youths being ed ueated fin' the p
rticular ranh.b to 
whieh they are de:-,tined, and carefully prevenk(l frolll re('('i,'ing any in..;fruction, 
(II' acquiring any di:-,posirion or ta:-5te that might ill-pir(' them with view:; abo,'e 
the l'ondition ill which it is tllOught 1I1ust prohable tlaat tlH'y will aJna:,s the 
greah:st wealth. Of this kind of prudence nl) tl'a('e ,,"hat('\'cl' is found in the 
Catholic society of the middle ages. '"Though tlli..; hook," :--ays Gilcs of Colonna, 
"is entitled 'De regimil1e PI'incipnm,' yet the ",hole people can he instructed by 
it ; for though evel'y one cannot he a kin:; 01' prin('(', e,'ery one ought to endeavor 
to become such as to be worthy of being a king or prince."* Examine the models 
that used to be prop()
ed in the different states awl profe:;..;ions. The hlessed doc- 
tor proposes the manners of youth according to ..\. ristutle, as those which as far a;, 
I'l':.:peets liberality, hope, magnanimity, h('n('\'olcnC'c, nwrcy, an(l mmlpsty, he('ome 
kings and all men.t 'ritne
s thc treatise of Charles Pa:-;ehal, on the Jutie::; of an 
amba:-,:,ador, and mark how noble fortitude and heroic greatne
s or mind were then 
deemed essential in the diplomatic life. 'ritne5
 the anatomy of a juris-consult 
by 
Iarsilius Ficinus, 'Who represents the 'Wor
llip of God and the love of hi
 
('olllltrr as the chief organs in that composition; and observe his words to P
ter 
PhiIIippo, "I need not paint the ideal, fOl' you ha\'c the reality in Franci
 So- 
deriuo your di!"ciple, in whose manner.,;;, as in a mirror, YOII can behold yourself."t 
The commerce, too, of tllO
e timc
 was that great profession which Cicero declar
 
i... not to be despised,
 and which Plutarch say,; was furmerly glorious, when mer- 
chants were the friends of kings, and the founders of great states.1I John Bon- 
vi:.;ia, of Lucca, in the fifteenth century, when a young Illerchant, pur
uing his 
aflhir:.; in Spain, though crO\\"I1Cd with :,uch 
uccc:-,s that the fortuncs of his family 
became greatly augmented, yet obtained from the generosity of his character 
the friendship of prillce:-:, and became the familiar compalliun of courtly Iloble
, 
till the intense thirst of the hea\'enly life, which hall actuated him Îrom :l boy, 
induced him to renounce the world and a:-
umc th(' habit of a l\Iinor, dad in 
which, after three years, he returned 
o hi:.; ('ountry.' 
Open the annals of Genoa, and mark the charaet('I' of theil' Ill('rchants. See 
those brother:-:, J 
l"Ome and Sinibald Flisca, of immcu:;c wcalth, yet than whom 
arc no men more humble 01' courteous, of 
\Veetcr manners, or more remote from 
all ambition studious of e,'cr\' beautiful art deli,rhtin ,r in the corn l ,an y ' of learned 
, . , ð ð 
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l11<'n, nnd T('warding th(,111 \\ ith libpl""dlity. ßcholc.1 that A(lam Centurio, in wh
e 
pnult.nce and gClliu..; .\ IH1rPW Doria. ...1) mlll.11 confi,l!'d, a man of the utmoit g ra\"ih' 
. , 
abhorring all titl..... of h'lnor; allli that Xichola, Grimaldi, not more ('on:--picllOUS for 
his riclws, whi('h werc illlllll'Il'I', than for his munifì('pnee lUul eharity, a....;-;i:'ting 
:Ilul ...upporting 1--,) many unfortunat
 eiti7(.n.... :--ecretly rai:,illg up 
 many 
that w('re fallen 31)(1 
}(lorning the {'ity with pdifi('(':; of royal munificcncc.* ".. e 
('annot wait to !-'e all pa
:-\. L
"t us only look once Illon', allli })('hold Francis 
\ïnal<<lu..;, \\hoburpa:-"'l'd all the GCIU .., that ('v{'r were in w{':Ilth, J('t who
emodc- 
ration ill all thill
 "a
 
nch, that hi;) imnll'n...c rieh"s Ill'n'l' (,
lIbell the lea...t in- 
jnry to any OIH', or pron'l.l of'fi'n...:;,.'c to allY mortal (')'c:'. IIi... hou::'\t.., were Ilcitlu.r 

,)rdi(l, nor 
u('h .l
 ('ouM attra{'( ('n\'y; hi.. tabh..; wpre alw3Ys frugal, his man- 
I)('r... ab
temiol1..., hi
 
ervallt....: fcw in numh('r; and with :-u('h illl1()('pnc'(> (li(] he 
l)('
c\"ere in thi
 :-imple tellor of lifl', that he arrived at (.
tTl'1Il · 01<<1 age without 
("'cr having had an enemy. But Ie:.t thi..; moderation slllolul(1 I c u..;crib{'l.l to a\"3- 
ri('(', let it be I"l'nu'ml)(,'f('l.l that this W:l:o- thc I'rall('i
 who gavc that enormolls sum 
to hi:-;(.ountry, Ly 1IH'.lIlS ofwhidl the puhlicd,.ht wa..; )"('arly dimini:,hl"d.t "The 
noLle mercantile 
pirit," a'i Xo\"alis oh...l'I.n..... '"till' genuine Illl'rdiant l'haracter 
Iw\"pr flollri
h('(1 ex ('(\P t i ng ill thc milltll,> a:;c,. The 
I t.tl icis, t he Fug.!l'r
, were 
lJH'r('hant:o; in the trUe 
n.;e of the term. Our merchant. in general," he aJ(1:" 
"the grl'.ltc:,t not P
('t1)t("I, arc nothing hilt !'llOp-kel'per:-;."t 
] n tllf' anI'S of faith \\ e {'an tr
Il'C the :--al11e nohle :'pirit (1(':.:cewlinc- into the Ia,t 
meehanic's \"l'in:,. \ritn
 what i;, related h
' Sophronilh of the young apprentice 
to a 
ih'cr
rnith, who heing Nnplo}'('l.l by n nohlt'man to make a gulden crÜb.':l "ith 
}>r{'('iou
 
tOl}(':-;,which hc inten(l('(1 to otlt'r to the ('hurch, rc:,nln,,1 
('Cretly to add 
to it his '\a
rp..., that it l11ight he frolll hilll likp the \\ i(ln\\"\ gl'oat. The nobleman 
di"'('()\"cred ,\ hat he had done h.,' inn....ti,rat ing the weight, wIlen he ohli,rcd the 
lad tu {'onfe
 tlIP truth; and hI' j\l(I
(,,1 it '-ueh .:l proof of an heroic 
pirit, that he 
m:lll(' him hi..; heir,
 Thi... i:o-, indf'f"tl, 3 tale of ancit.'nt (Iat(', 
'et 3 few m{'n of the 
oI.lmark in walk:o; of tr.I(I.., ha.ve I)('('n fcmml r{'maining en'n to our ti 111(':", }>er}wt Hated 
nllt by means of her{'(litar)' profpssiol1 a...;. at Xuremhurgh, hut through the in- 
fluellcc of the old Catholit' morality, as in (','('n thc worst citie..; of Fram.'<', of" horn 
that ju
t amI henign )Ierlin, that fatlwr of learnP{] Lw
 ,Her.. on the Auguo.;tin's 
(}lI:l)" at Pari:-:, '\as one, till latpl)", known to many <.:cholars ofdiffi'rpntnation:-;, :uHI 
(1mI' a III I \"('nprahle to 311 who h:ul P"PI" h('anl his :o-wept, wi..; w()J'(I:o;. j,...uing frllm 
a heart which 
eemC(I the \"('ry 
anduar." of 1'('Olet' :ulll honUl'. lIt' hath lah'l)" becn 
l'ut down, aIHI f'orrowflll wa:; the cl'o'\"I1 tllat filled the na\"
 auù chuir of 
l. be\"- 
(rin, \\ hile his hOlly rt....:ted tlH're, 3IHlma....; of Rl'quipm wao;; sun
. :\[('11 of ,'arions 
ranks sh)()(l arolllul, hut frolll the looks of .111 ill l'OIllIllOn, }.nth )"OIlIlg and old. both 
of hirrh and low de,rf('l' one milrht cllllcct till' g l'lleral im I H'
ion that the mould 

 ð' ð 
it...elf was hroken, and that the ]1J
'i i;-; irrt'p.lmhle whf'n ";\1('h ll1{'n die. 


* .Jacoh TIrncelJius ùe daris Genuensibus. 
t 
('hrirl\'I1. I J. 2;8. 


t rll1.rti Fo1il'tre df\rorum Licurum elogis. 

 Prutum 
pir it. cap. CC. 
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fagnanimity wad a virtue proposed to novices in rcligioua orders, and enfc,rl'c(l 
b
" holy masters. "It has its matter," we are told, "in the ira...ciblc quality of 
thc soul, and its cnd is mighty honor and glory, 1Iot because it seeks glory as its 
end; for this it esteems hut littlc, but it desires a great work, which is worthy 
of honor, and thercfore it adds the Ilw..;t noble ornament to all virtue. It visits 
all fields and the camp uf the living God, and animates heroic Christians, rai:,ing 
them above the level of the slothful and indifferent race. 'Certe ruagnanimorum 
sunt illu!"tria exempla Sanctorum.' ,,* Thus even the virtue of the meek inhab- 
irant..; of dui:-öters wa:, heroic. "I wa
 ever so affected to maintain the point of 
11Onor," :,ay:-, 
t. There
a, "that ml'thinks I could never have turned back again 
upon an)' terms, when I had once said it."t Pelisson, that child of grace, was 
on the point of publicly embracing the Catholic faith, when De 
Iontausier Wa3 
reporte(I to have said to a certain lady of the court, that if that happened he would 
bc made preceptor to the dauphin and president at :\Iortier, upon which he in- 
:,talltly resolved to defer his act of publidy embracing the Catholic faith, which 
he did not exc('ute until there wa:') no longer a pretence to anyone for attributing 
his con,'crsion to human motive:,. Every year he celebrated the fe...tival of his 
reception into the Chnreh, and his deliverance from the Bastille by delivering 
some pri:-t1nf'r:.:, which conduct evinced the 
ame continued heroic courage. 
If the virtuc of political men and of merchants, whom prudence and intere'ìt 
must generally :-;way, of cloi4ered nuns, and convertiles, dead to all ambition of 
human prai:,c, ma
' hI' ju:,tly :,ai(l to have been tlm:; heroic, what may not be be- 
lie,'cd of the morality of tbu:;e who followed the more eminent and exciting paths 
of life in those dny
 of ehivalry in which honor and religion went hand in hand? 
Pedantic learning hath concealed Chri:;;tian titles. Heinsius talks of the ineffable 
and alll1o
t miraculous yirtuc of the l{omans after the expulsion of the kings.! 
Yet, compare(l to the justice of allY humble son of the Church with plain heroic 
ma g nitude of mind , all(I cdc...tial \"Î(ror armed as he is P resented in hi...torv dur- 

 ð' " 
iug the :lg
s of filith, how e3:'y would it be to find word., to exprcss it, how ,"pry 
human, not to say Ilow ambiguous, <loth that pompous virtue appear? But how 
could one de:,
rihc the ju.;:t and lofty mind of Catholics true to their profl':,sion, 
unlf':':; by borrowing 
ùmc gracious ,'er:,e from poet
, as that in which they :-;peak 
of comilw thOlwht on thmwht amI not a thowrht but think:, on di g nit y '. The 
o 0 
 , 0 
!'pirit of sclf-:-;ul'ritil'e so deeply amI widely ditfu:-:cJ througb s(ì
ìety often broke 
fc)rth in :-ublillle in:5tanc(':, to be t.he praise of 
n 
l(ture g<,nerations, as in 
the act of Eu!'taehc de 
t. Pierre and the other five c:t,izens of Calais. Let it be 
remarked in this in:,tanl'e that it wa:-; not patriotism or frateruity, but rcligion 
which made thcm heroic. "It would be a great pity," said Eu
tache, "to suffer 
so many peoplc here to die when there may Le a remedy to deliver them. It 


* Instrnctio :Novitiorum cap. XYIlL auct. P. Joan. à Jesu )[aria. 
t Life, 1. chap. 3. t lIl'iusii Orat. XIY. 
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..ouId be gl'Lat alms aUl} gml'e toward" our Lord. I have bw.h gl'('
t hope of havillg' 
pardon fWIll uur Lurd if I 
}lOulc.l die to save this pcopl(:, that I "ish to be the 
fi r:-t:' 


\\"hat hcroi:-m in the morality of that ancicnt chivalry whic'h wa... ('lIn...iderl'cl 
to be cc.plally \\ ith the clcrgy the support uf ju:-.tiec '! :'Oftcn have 1 takpn d(l- 
light," :--ay
 tile old hbtorian of Du Gu
lin, "iu hearing n'ad Ih. tlcec)., of OUl' 
t;,thcr:- undcr thc grace of om' Lord, frolll whom all gra('e ('tllUe:,. ALu\"e all, 
tl1l're \\a... nothing that h:ul relatiun to chi\.alry or to der
y whidl arc tltc way 
alld plOtl'(.tiou of jU
lil'e, that wa., lIut (h'ar to me. I al way=-- haunh'Cl ill my)'outh 
\\ ith cll'rks allll kllight:-."* Chri:,'ine de Pi
lIl aftt'r !'-howillg that th . origillal ob- 
j
t of chivalry wn:, to defend the good ag-.1iu
t injubticl', concJUlI. th:,t it "as 
"vcr). nobly and \\ ith just callie illi5titutec.l, uml that it i:-, worthy of the highe
t 
renown." 
I 
ai(l, 011 fir:,t anllounc.'ing the ul
l'C,t of this investigation, that although we had 
\\ ithdrawn ol1r:,elvc:i from "'l
Ill" of human 
lory, \\c might oft again mcet with 
knight..;, autl ho\\, in fild, \\ ithout ingratitwlc, could w(' rdil...e to rCl'ei\.c Ihem, 
:is they pa...:-, no\\" before u:'t? Let u..; only ('on..i(I('I. the wOI,thil'''; of that CIne r:.'m- 
ily who wpre rl'prt'...t'nh'Cl on I
inal(lo's shield, anc.lllot as 
'et from a poetie piculI'e 
but from real hi:--tory, awl it \\ ill 1 · H' 'n how dlivalry and ('lel'g-y werc allif'CI in 
the cau
 ofju...til'('. There wc 
hall find that a:' oflen a tl)(' c.'ml)(:'rors by evil 
t'uunc::cl invaded Italy \\ ith impiou.. arIU:'t ill orcler to !,lIbdue tI)(" !-()\'crc..ign pon- 
tin
, the \t('..;til1l' uohk.., with the }I('roi...m of a piou:-- :uul gPllel'ou
 lIIilu1. UlI- 
tlauntc.'C1 by tlwir tlll'P.lt
) nev('r hp...itah..'tl to l'l':,i
t tl1t'lII, for tll(' lilwrty of thcir 
('ulmtry am} of the t'hureh, :11)(1 for the honor and wor:-hip of the true faiih. 
\\ïtn' the fil.
t Ano, in the year 9.1!), who rebibu.d TIcrenger the Third, from 
whose ,"ellgeance he had to fi). with his" ife into Germany, to Orho the :'-:L\On, 
wlll're he founded an iJ1u
triolh line. Thpn folIoWt.d his heroic bOn, ..\.lbert 
..:\770, the fìr
t )[arql1i., uf E:-tc, hy whos' assistam'f' Otho ùefeatL'tl the :,ame Be- 
rt'lIgl'r wlll'n h ' again tl"Unbll'C) Ital)". 
Ugo 110 I,.., piou...l)" contcnded for the true pontiff, restoring to his H'at the fifth 
Gn'gory, after whieh rcnouncin
 war, he tnrue(1 his whule mind to contemplation, 
uml built tht' IlIClna...tpry of Yagado. Berthold, 
on of the second ...\zzo, like his 
um'('.,tor!', contc.'lUled fOl' the authority of the ROlllan puntiff
, when Paschal th(l 

(.'()nd was Iwr:-l""t'lltl'tl, whom lAC tlcJiverCil by defeating the emperor IIl'llT)", who, 
though hi:-- enemy, was awed into re\"erení'C on bchohling the (li\"ine \"irtll<' of a 
hero who had 
o r:.,ithfuJly defencll'tl agaill4 his own impict). the thrice holy pri
t of 
God. ...\Jbcrtaciu
. the fifth marqui:oo, filr hi
 nohl.. qualitie
, as ...\rio:;;to h.:.;tified, (]('- 

('l"\'tc.J to be the h u:-Land of.
I a t i Ida. Rllai nahl. ill defence uf the Pope, .A lex:uull'r diP 
First. pll
hed forth his whire mglc, which th(ln('pfnrth b('(':inw tlIP cn:--ignia of his raCf.: 
again4 the hlack eagles 01' Fre(lerid'l. B:u'b,u'o..;..;a, amI in ..;hock of battle with his own 


· CLroniqllc dc c1u GucscJin, 111. 



AGES OF FAITH. 


55õ 


hand hurled from hi:, horse that de
piser of religion, who could SC".lfcel.r escape with 
the aid of his knight, amI who afterwards at V cnice conclm]eJ that treaty with the 
pontiff, w!lich secured the liberty of the holy Church, Azzo the Fourth delivereù 
Yerona frum the infamous Saliuguerra, and defeated Eccelino at Lubrara: his SOil 
Aldrobandino the second Prince of Ferrara, when but a youth, re,.;tored byarm:-; to 
Innocent the Thir(I, the towns which had been wrc:"\ted fl'Om the church by the couuts 
of Celalli, who in revenge basely procured his Jeath by poisun. IIi') brother, 
Azzo the Fifth, honored by Pope Houoriu, the Third, who made him Prince of 
Ancona and Senegallia, had been mo-st deal' to Frederick the 
eo1ll1 ; but no !Soon- 
er did that empel'Or attack the dUIl'ch, thau he f()("
ook and re
istcd him, choosing 
rather to please God than kings; and when he defeated the imperial fl)rCeS under 
the walls of Parma, amI deli,'ered that city, he chose fur his share of the spoil 
nothing but the lions which were in the imperial camp, which he sent as trophies 
of his victory to Ferrara, where they were kept in that :;pot which lla
 ever since 
retained their name. 
This was the hero who delivered Italy fi'om the monster Eccelino, who ha(l 
i1evoured thirty-three thousand men. Borsio, created Duke of Ferrara by Paul 
the Second, devoted all his effort
 to give his people peace. The nobl(' Gyraldus 
saith that we can judge of the tranquillity of his millll fmm merely beholding that 
hronze image which r
present.s him seate(} in the FOl'um, wearing that mild amI 
truly regal a
pect, to show that all within was composed of peace and justice. 
He it was who cOD
tl'llI't
.d at great expense the illustrious Carthu...ian monastcl-Y, 
where, after twenty-two .rears of glorious reign, he left his bones. IIercules the 
second Duke, spent his whole life in labors amI the exercise of justice, as if his name 
had been a presage of his fortune. Alfonso the First was such a lover of tran- 
quillity, that unle=-,:'ì it had heen otherwise ordained, he would have se('ureù to the 
people perpetual peace, for undel' that warlike front represented by the ancit-'nt 
painter, all compose(I to Catonian gra\'ity, lay hi(l as under cJoud
, a meek, gentle, 
and benign spirit. Yet a bmve man was he who iu the battle of 
\qmHlu:,a, de- 
livel"(}(1 :FaIH'iciu" Colonna fmm the jaws of death, when wounded ami lying 
nmid
t hostile swords. Hercules the Secom], had llOt like the preceding. to la
 
ment a reckles.') youth, fOl' while but a stripling, his heart wa:oi given aU to God, 
and at that a
e when nature is intplllperatc, he who wa
 heM by uo law made a 
law unto him...elf, awl ha,'ing appP:l
l'(1 the perturhatiou:"Ò of his own mind, all 
hi
 care was to lea\.c all (,x:ullple of just life awl a solid peaee to hi:, people; ami 
knowing that uo priu<,e ('ve
' gaim,'(1 glory by wal'like action..:, without iußictiu
 
miser\. on men he sOlwht another way to g Ior ) ' b ) ' toiling for the puLlic good, 
w '0 . 
and filr this elld when IH' knew that there wert> person=-, who eudeavored to alicn- 
ate from him the milHl of Paul, the 
o\'ereign pontiff, that he might 
ecure peace 
hc went to Romc, a11l1 whcn in pre
ence of the pope, shmn'<.l with eloquence that 
all the hero('s of hi
 f:unily, fmlll tht\ fir:,t Azzo in !t-t!), to hi
 f:ltlll'l' Alfìmso, 
during a 
paæ of fixe hl11ulrl'(1 allli eightY-:'l'vl'll yeal;'''', had gi,-ell proof of their 
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faithful attachuwllt tn tlw n')1U31l Church, the' saff'ty arul hOllor, amI freedom of 
\\ ho
 so\"crei:;11 pontitf... thc)' hall al way:"\ prt'fl'l"l"l'(l beforc their owu.* This wa
 
the true chivalrous pirit ofth' mitltlle ..'lIre:" "") that tlll'-)C Iwro '''I who cOlltl'll(h:d 
fin' the fn'l"tlom of the Church might he said, like the IIerl'uh'all of 01<1, to ha\"e 
Iahol"l'(l not ollly in the eau:-,c of ju...ti('f', hut for the fo;:ah.atiou of the hUl11all l'al'e. 
The ...pirit of ,'hi\":\lry, howl'Vl'r, tlwll pcrvaded all orders ill the !-otak, 31ltl l11ell of 
('\"t'ry dl'grcl'. 
Vargil'.; maxim, which r Vt..S ùe Chartre:, fo;tyl' the ancient pl"'.1i
. of the power- 
ful, 


.. Parcer uhjecti
 et dcbellare Buperbos. .. 


i.; quoted by that holy bi...lwp in hi
 C\.)lle<'tion, with as much emphasi:, a
 if it 
had lX"t'n :J. decrt'c of the (':.lIIOU":, te.U'hing the llnty of all men iuve...tcd with 
pO\\er.t HO\
 nohle is that ,It'te:--tation of ha...('u(':--;..; whil'h W
b 
ul'h a characteri::!- 
tie of Catholic lll
lIIller:-:, that as the wootl of Ye/.elai could tc:--tify Ollt' ad oftrm..:on 
\\ao):lllffieient to impart to the sceue in whit-.h it occurn.'(l, a name of infamy which, 
:.tamped b.\' tIle ancient ton
lIe, no length of years could eVl'f obliterate.: The 

alldy plain, too, in the \'allt'Y of Thnrr in .\I-.ace, 
till p
'rving in it name of 
the field of lie.; the memory of tIlt' trea..on there con...ummat(.'(1 aJ..,rain
t the unhappy 
crop 'ror Loni
-le-dl'h()nnaire hy hi;..; rehelliou... :,-on
, is allotlll'r of tho:,-p :--pots 
" where a word, glw..,t-like, 
lIrviv ... to bhow what erim
 from hate have !;I)l'IIII
."
 
That profound Een
 of persnnal di...hullof on beholding inju')tice triumphant, is 
3:,:,url,<lIy al:-:o calculated to l'xl'ite the hil.du.:-t atlmiratiou even ",hen pr
ent{,1 iu 
the page of 01,1 romanCt', 
lIllid...t wiM nllll l'.xtrava
ant illcidellts. 'rhl'n 1hn- 
ayn-Ie-Hotn: in the hi:,tory ofU
.ron-le-Colirtoi:i, finds ill a for
t, a t;trange kllight 
about to kill another knight and a lady \\ ho are bound to a tree, whom he accnses 
of trea...:on, he throw!-o him
('lf betwccn them, .lUll exdaim..:, "NoLle sir, ùo me 
not ...uch an olUra
e and di...llOnOl' a.. to kill hdì)rt' my I:u'e thi;..; knight and thi
 
Indy. The 
hallle would be mine if they ..hnuld tlie in my pn'
elll'C before the 
rca....on \\.IS made perfectly clear." Upon which the other replies in a tran:--port of 
rag-e, '" God's mercy, 
ir, certainly one may now say truly, that knight:-; ermut 
are the mo
t fooli
h llH'n in the wodd, li)r tlH'Y will olttn inh'rpo:--(" in matters 
that concern them nut. ßut t{'l1 me, f:.lir Sir, I pray, how (loth thi:i atlàir COIl- 
cern you, that you supposc 
.ou ought to contend with me ?"II 
'V e m
IY ob:--
rve her(', that the fabllli:,t hath not roved to falc.ehood in his 
drt'am
, for thi... Iwarty zl'al to "ll"\'e jU4ice, wa..., once diffu...t'd and ('minent, where 
now :-ueh -;elfi:oihness reign;..; in recreant Ilt'art..., that men are ..low or negll'dful to ab- 
fo;oke their part of 
ood and virtuous, if it be not c\'idellt that their own per
ns 
or pur
U) are at ...take. Uld aUection tOl' thc:,c tales of chivalry may excuse my 


· Gynù,H F,'rrarricnsis ,h' Ferrar. H Ate..tineij; Principibud Comment. 
t Ivnuis ClillJot. Epl
t. LXI. CCX. t Duc!lc!'of>, \lItiqllil. tlt'
 VilJes ùe Franc,: J. 217. 

 Wordsworth. I f. CCCXIlI. 
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remarking- that tll(' ma;:'tennr.C'c of ju<::ti('c by individual force was not always 
rcpn:.:;cllted in tbem, in exclu:;iun uf legal rl'trilmtion, for even knight erranl.; are 
...ho\\"n re
pecting law. 'rhell Danayn-le-Roll '{ hears the charge brought agaillst 
Gyron an(1 the la(ly by I-Iellyn-le-Ruux, who was about to kill them in the fore:-t, 
Dallayn replies to him, "Sire, I am of opinion, according to the judgment Jf 
klllgllt err:.lIIt:"", that you cannot ('ause him to be put to death until you have proved 
your accusatiol1:'; again:-:t him in sùme court."* The abu.:;e of the chivalrous spirit, 
PI" the cxtravagaut language uf its admirer:;, ought not to render ns in
ensible to 
tile real merit which was indicated umler that title. It 
hou1d be remembered that 
fOl' it:; greatest ùefects there was al ways a remedy at han(1 in the religious !"entiment 
which had overthrown the whole Gentile theory of glory, alul displayed a new 
banner. .Aristotle styles honor "the greate:-;t of external goods." Clearly, therc- 
1111'C, his i(lea of hunOl' wa=-- wholly different from that of the ju:--t mell of Catholic 
times, with whom it sigllific(1 all intcmal cOIl=-,('iou:;ne:",,_
 of fidelity, amI of whom 
we Illight say, ill the \\"urtIs of 6t. Jerome, "that by flying fro II 1 glory they dc:;el"\'- 
('Ii it."t "\r e ought to have regard to honor," 
ays Gill':; of Colonna, "not a:o: 
amLJiLious or as placing OUI" eud ill llOIlUl', but ao; doing work..; wOl-thy ofhonor."
 
The Pythagorean.; had a 
àying, 'AViÀEV8EPO; 7rã; OÛTl; Ei; ôó
aY ßÀt7rEl, 
wllich might ha\'c heen a motto in the mi(ldle age
, for such glor)r entered not in- 
to the moti\'e,.; of heroic men, when, a
 St. Jerome S:1Ys, the desire of glOl-Y had 
been cured by the contention of 11llIllilit
.. Catholicism, imleed, had ib glory, 
but not such as "rears it3 heaven-offcnding trophies where praise can wa
tc 
hel. voice on wOl.ks of tear:;, angui:::;h, and dcath."
 It was the glory of obedience, 
of 
mcrifice, of charity, humility, chastity, poverty. "The prince," says Gill':; of 
C,:;
c!lIla, tC lUust not esteem hill1:;elf happy wheu he is in glory with men, but 
only when he is in glory with God."\! Literally the miml ot these ruilldle ages 
might have been expl'e:;:;;ed in the words of the p()('t, 


"Tl1i" is true glory anI! !"eu'J'Vc' 'Vltel1 On.! 
Looking on the eartl1. with approbatioI'. marks 
The jmt man. and divulges him through heaven 
To all his angels." 


"The desire of human glot,y," sa
's the ar.gel of the school: "takes away lUag 
nanimity: fot. of llece;:5,.;ity, he who s{'eks human fa\'Ol'lllust be suh:-;ervient to the 
will of others in every thing that he say:i or c1o('s: and thus, while he studies to 
ple
e men, he becomes the sen-ant of each."
 \\ïth knightly Catholics, honor 
was nothing but the fulfilment of justice. The Count de :\Iontfort had been 
elllpln,\"l'<.I hy St. Louis to pay hi::, ran:--om to the sultan: the king and ho:::;l were 
already embarked, and even f:.lr from !"hore, when the count :-aid, 1anghin
, that 


· l' rí'CXII 1. t Epi,t. 27. t Dc Rt'gim. Prillcip. II. 1. 2.1. 
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tll' "arra..:sin., Ilml h >en trickctl out of more than 2000 h('
an..;, anti that it was 
e,1::-Y for an). one t,) W Xuor' cunning than th' traitors who Ila(lncitlll
r faith lIur 
Ian. "But th
 king," 
:.l)"... Joill\'iUc, "bccam
 vcr)' angry, auJ toL'nt him Lac'li, 
at the great risk of hi... life, to re..;torc tllat :-um to the c...ar
in"." .An old 
}i'rendl pot.t, :after c...omhating tilt' <."l.inH'ri('al i(!('a., whi('h some eIHl'rt3ilJcd re- 
!-Pl'(.tillg honor, ('xamin .. l'
prt',..lr in what cOII...i...ts true honol' iUl'vt.'ry l'ondi- 
tion of life, and dl.'(:illcs that it i-; in the fultìhuent of the particular duty attached. 
tv elich, amI in the exerci
 of :111 virtue... * 


"h. t hn",.
 hmnini pudico. m{-'minisse ot1lcium 8uum." 
. 



[()rC()\"t'r th(' hOIlOl' of the miel.lI(' a
N W
h gem'I'aIly a rt'ligioth principle, 3.3 
tltl' '[ilallt':'-C h:ul r\'a
()n to rt'lI1pm1,.'r, wht'll their tlcputil'''; tli";('I)\"('rc(1 what wCI'e 
the (It':.;igll"; of their own ("aptain-general, amI 
aid in hittel' !-,plf I'('proa('h, "\r 
 
ou
ht !lot to havc plaC"ed our hup in a man whl) had outraged God ami the 
Chul"("h.'.t The frallk nnd nohle f'Onfiel('lu...'<' nf the C'hiy:,lrnuc; 
pÏ1'it wa... nothing 
hut a 1"(,lian('t' Oil jn:4i('t'. Hon \lnnz) Y 1., aftcr being (It'prin'(l of Iii.. kin
- 
(10111 (If IA'OIl, liV<'t1 rl'tir('tl at tilt' ('OLIrt of thc )Ioori..Ja killg of Toll.do, wht'n('e 
on tit \ (lmth of Don 
alU"ho, the 
tatu, c:.IUed him to the (,,1"O\\"n, hut a:) ''1'retly 
a.. po. ..iblc, fioaring )c.-,t th' '{e,...">;, hearing of their intcntion, might retain him 
hy forC't'. AI011/0 immecliatpl)' cli.;clo
('(l it 311. Thi
 C'on,i.IcIH'c :I1'I)(>.\r,'(1 :--0 
:ulmirahlt' to tIll' '{e)()ri",h ling. th3t tholl
h hp h:ul hee'oll1(, :K'tillaillh'(! with it, 
:lIltl tak"1l 1IH':l,..;ur'i tl) pr '\"c'nt his 

apc, h" not only ..Utf,'.'P'! him to depart 
fr(-'(', hut c\.'n 
uppli('(l him with IU011l'Y nl
ry for tl}(' jl)\lrnpy.
 
:--;t<'pl1<'l1 Pa
l'li('r 
hows that kin 6 (10m<; in tlH
 middle a
\s han'l)t'('n 
ometimes 
Im....en.('(1 in('oll
''qUl'II('t' ofha\"in
 tlU'ir )"OIlIlg'lu'iIH't'''; cunficl('(! to the guarelian:oohip 
of their ('JIt.mit's, alul citl'
 a..; an ill:-it:uwc ,John Y. .lul,;(' of Brittany, who in (lyin
 
I"at hi.. (.hil(lrpn lIIul('r the protl,(.tion of Olin'r de ïi...
OIl, whl) Ilad lx.'('u Iii..; 
lWI"..lInal iì."", amI 3 claimant of the (lucal thronc. \.., :-oon as Cli:o',,;oll l"l'('('i\"l'll 
thl'l1f'w
 of Iii... appointnlt'lIt, hc w:...; \'i..it{-'(l by thc count. :"." of P('lJtlli
\'rp,hi..: (langh" 
tt'r, wllO r('m:1I.k('el to him that the opportullity, hy lI1mll
 of thi!'Ò a1'pointl1H'nt, was 
now come to take Pos...;p..;..ion of tIlt' d u('hy. On hearing 111'1' :-}wak lIlU", this jn:oot 
pril1"t' was rO\l
1 to im1i IF IJ3tiun; "_\h, wi('k('(l, JJ1i
rnh)e crf'atlIn'," :o..:liel he, 
" YOll will ruin at oncc both tlae hOllol' and wcalth of our hOIl-.e!' II,' IIn..:hmthetl 
his s\Vo
1as if tlt(' 

II...(' of injust
l'P.. nnêf dishollol' h:ul O\'('I"('OIllP ('\"er)" other 

('ntilJ1ent; hut :,he tlp(l pr('<'ipitate1y, :\11<1 with slI('h h:1:--tt' that 
h.' fcll al1<l broke 
:'\ limh. of whie'h ..he n'lIl:liIlP(l lallle cv.'r aftt.'rwal"(l;o;.
 _\gain, in "h3t 311 
}lI'wi(' light doc;,: the jll..:ticc of the mieldlc agl'-S, in rplation t,) loyalty 31J(11)(,
ollal 

r3titlUJp, :1)>)>(,,11" in the pagt.., of hi..tOlT! \\lJen the priw'" of 'ral
 otli.'red to 
eJt'livt'r nil GtI('
din, 011 condition of hi
 
\w:\ring that hI' wouM 110t hem' arms 
a
ain..;t the l
ing of Englal1<1, nor :t.;si..t ('otlnt I ["IIlT in olx.."t!ien"C to the will of 


· Gn-lL':et, Lih' Fmn('uisI'. tom. XII. 21:1. 
t Rccht rches de )1\ }'r.1Uce, Liv. \ï. :31. 


t '1I\chiav,.]"s Hi!ot. nf Florence. Lib.VI 
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the French king, the knight replied, "_\las, my Lord, how would it be pos"ible 
for me 110t to serve before all othcrs, and in every plaC'.e, the king of }"rance, and 
his blood, who has nourished me? Truly, I would rather die in your prisol1d 
where I am than take the oath."* 
The Catholic hero of the middle ages was no time-server, no slave to human re- 
spect, when justice was at stake-- 


" Nor number nor example with him wrought 
To swerve from truth, or change his constant mind 
Though single." 


How noble and neroic lloes the justice arising from the principles of religion 
appear when contrasted with the ci\'il pnHlence of a Cardan, where he says, 
writing a::3 a philosopher,t " Always keep three things hef(>re your mind in every 
affair; quam recte? cui bono? quid dicent homines ?" The just man, in Catholic 
ages, limited his inquiry to the first of these qUf'
tions, and when once that wa..: 
determined, took no thought for the consequences. That Heaven's will must 
be done, as is said in the oldest tragedy of the Greeks, was his conclusion. 


ni1!rEl ð' å6rpa}..Ès ovð' 11!t vrJrrp, 
IWPVrp(i LltòS Ei ICpav(Jff 1!pãYJla riÀElOv.t 


Therefore the Catholic discipline was not designed for such carpet champions a
 
old fable repre.-;cnts spending their luxurious days in the palace of Armida. Cur 
timido animo Christianus 
? is the sudden and sublime interrogation of 8t. 
Jerome.:t: Let us hear the voice of the middle agps in the reproof which the holy 
hermit addresses to Rinaldo, in the Italian poet- 


II · Not underne!lth sweet shades, and fountains shrill, 
Among the nymphs, the fairies, leaves, and flowers, 
But on the steep, the rough and craggy hiU 
Of virtue. f>tand this bliss, this good of ours i 
By ton and travel, not by sitting 
till 
In p:ea:mre's lap, we come to honor's bowers: 
Why wilJ you thus in sloth's deep vaHey lie ? 
The royal eagles on high mountains fly . 


nus parlayed he-Rinaldo, hushed and stm, 
Great wisdom heard in those fcW' words compiled: 
He markcd his 
peecl1-a purple blush did fill 
His guilty cheeks. down went his eye.sight mikl 
The hermit, by his bashful look, his" ill 
Well understood, and said-' Look up, my chudl 
And painted in this precious shield, behold 
The glorious Jeeds of thy forefathers old i 


-chronique de Du Gue"clin, 275. 
t ..:E:.chJlus, Supplices, 8.3. 


t Prudens CiviJis, cap. 29. 
 

 s. llieronym. Epist. V. 
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Thine ehlers' !!Ior)" herein see, and know 
In \ irlut:'s p"th how they trod aU their day!. 
" horn thou art far behind-a runDl'r .low 
In tbls true cou
e of hunor, fawe. and pnt.lae. 
Up! up! tU}8clf IUcite by the fair aho" 
or knight]! wurth which this bright shield bewraV8.' , 


The ...hield repre=-,ented the heroes of the hou..;c of E..;tè. fhere was seen Cai
, 
eh
'n prinl'e by th' people, .\ureliui, who, to his l'verla
ting fallle, preserved 
hi::; :mbjl'C
 from the cruel Huns, Forre:4, \\ ho fortifh.d \quilia's town, and for 
it dil'C.I, Altine, who built the grp.J.t city in tllf' vale of Po, where they of E...te 
,..houlJ by 
ul'L'C.....ion IOIl
 C'oIDlllallll, ami rule in bli"i:5 and high renown, who 
fou
ht :l'''':lillst Otloa('re, ami diet.1 li)r hi
 r'Wl'('[ country'=" ..ake, Alphorisio and 
.\zzo, Boniface muJ 'Taleriall. the ]a..[ of whom c1:trt
1 to ...u..t:till the proud Goths, 
though bCarce in )'l'ars a man, then I 1l'llr
'. alul Bcrengare the Rold, that sen'ed gnat 
Charles in his conqu "t::. high, Otho, anJ \.Imerikc, the devout founder of 80 Illany 
chul"l'h(':"" who slocltlet.1 ill contemplatioll \\Tapt, then \. I bert, who defeated the 
Danl's, and lIugo, who po:",:",c:':"'l'C.I all Tu:-('any, Tl'C.bldo, the pui
t Boniface, the 
prin
 l\Iauòe, who conqllcrl'C.l the fourth Hcnry, ami frolll hilll took 


"lIi:i standard, and in church It offered; 
" hich done, the pope back to the Vatican 

he brought, and placed in Peter's chair again." 


Azzo the fifth, 31)(1 Gl1Plpho, the Bold, Bertold, 


"With the sixth .\7-Z0, ..horn en virtues ]ove." 


Such W:l.-; the pec.ligrt'<' of worthies \\ ho 
m('tl in that hriJ!ht ",hieId to li,'e and 
mo\'e, so that Rinaldo wakl'(l up, anti ealJfTht new fire on 1)t'llOllling the...e nobles 
of ni.. hou..p. 'Vith !-ouch thoughb was the heroic :--pirit of th Catholic morality 
fed and nouri:",het.l. 
len dill not, 3S at pr
:o-
nt, pf'rmit their. members to d wpll 
upon wh:dt'\'l'r :",ul
ect in\'"h-('(I any profit, any lic'('m'(', any doubt, any blame, 
nny scarulal ; hut conformablY to the apo:",tlc'... prl"('l'}>t if any thing
 "ere true, 
if any holy, any jU:o-t, any pure, if there was any lov(', or :In).thing of good re- 
port, if there wer(' any virtue, ami any prai
e, tlH'Y thought of tho-t: thing
. * 
I1elwP. 111 :lg('
 ot f:,itit, not only,:li lÌlC pf){'t 
3
''';, :1 propPI', hut al
o a most 
gloriou:,; ami in
piring- :-otudy wa:", that of human natun'. :-;hake:o;pl'are had only 
known in reality, and in imagination could ha\'e only cuntpmplated a S0ciety 
wholly anll exclu
ively Catholic, when he broke fc)rth in that e'{clamation 
1("11at a pi('('(' of work -is man! how nohle in n'n
oll ! ho\\ infinite in lilculties! 
in form and Illo\"inf,! ho\\ {'-xpn>:",:", and allmirablt'! in action how like all augel ! 
in apprehen...ion how likp a gOll !" 
"The 
paniard..," :-a
....} )011 
avcdra, "Io\'c f('ligion andjU'.;tiC'e ; they are con- 
lltant in labor
, and prl)fimllli in council, 11l'itherl'1atetl by pro
pcrity, nor llepre:-;...- 


· !)l1ilip I V 8 
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ed by misfortune."* You haye ill these words aecuratelr and hcautifullr por- 
trayed the character or the Catholic moralitr ill gcncral Juring the middle age
. 
)Ien now are inl't':,
antly taulltillg gem'rous amI heroic youths, hy reminding 
them oi what they call the inexorable JH..'Ce
sities of life, of which they art.. fOl' lfll- 
po:,ing a frl,:-h loaJ at every stage. Ari
tolle 
ars, that "all nl,'Ce:,;o,itr is a ,.;ad 
thing ;"t t.læwhere he remarks, that "youth knows of no nl.'Ce
sity." So it wa:i 
with men, not in theory alone, but l>raetically, during the m!ddle ages. X
ity 
wa
 not the word to use in attempting to pcr:-:uaùe spirits of the old mark. C'atholi- 
('i:-:ru knew of 110 necessity but that of oheying GOt!. Riches ha(l not weakeued 
in men all :,entiment, br that atmosphere of little jealousie
, little vanitie..;, awl 
fictitious wants, ill which they cause so mallY at presellt to live without interrup- 
tion. 
The Stagyrite had condemned the pompous trifler, who did all things not for 
tIle sake of honor and justice, but in order to show his wealth, thinking that by 
means of it men would gaze upon him with admiring eres.::: ""
ho woulJ not 
desire to hold this citadel of virtue," a:-:1,;:s 81. Ambro
e, "unless a\"arice )1ad fir:,t 
weakened amI bent the vigor of hismind? For while we desire to inerease riches, 
to heap up money, to pt.J
OÕ;ess 1:.\11<1:" to be the fir:;;t ill wealth and po...
e
:-ion:-:, we 
lay aside the form of ju:-:tice, 
llld forfeit the common benefit."
 The phra
e "a 
good man," to signify a rich man, is put by Shake:-:peare ill the mouth of a Jt.w. 
Had he lived in l3ter time:;;, he need not ha\'e sought so far fOl' one to u..;e it. 
" Avarice," says St. BemarJ, "rolls on four wheels of yict's, pusillanimity, inhu- 
manity, contempt of God, and forgetfulne"
 of death," precisely the yice
 most 
contrary to the spirit and manners of the middle ag(;:,. They were not familiar 
with such men as Argyrippus in the old comedy, who is repre
enteJ crouch- 
ing to his slaye whell he can gain twenty TII illæ fl'om him, and ad(1rt'..;
ing him 
with the epithpts, "Salus interioris homini:5, alllori:5que imperator. " II " bo de- 
testable is ayarif'e," says Giles of Colonna, "that it is better to be proJigal than 
avaricious, inasmuch as it is Letter to ha\'t' a curable than an incurable 
di
('3:-:e." "Parsimony also is detestable," :-3)"S t1lat ble:-;seJ doctor, "which 
renders men !'ad at parting with their Jlloney, as if it were incorporated with 
them:5elve
." The proverb says, "\"ile Jllell spoil a marriage anJ a fC'.lst for a 
penny-worth of pepper, rendering a whole banquet indecent from wi:-:hing to save 
a moderate expen:--e."-: 
Persons expo:--ec1 to any Etrong tt'mptation!', were re
trained from performing 
the action legally ùenounced by pledging their word of honor, not their money. 
Charity all(1 Lle
sed mercy dictated, indeed. as we shall 
ee hereafter, innumerable 
acts of heroic forgiveness; hut even in the lowest ranks of the people it \\ oul,l 
ha\'e been deemed infamous to seek a pecuniary repamtion from the tribunals 


* Savedra, Christian Prince, 380. 

 S. 
\mbrllsii Lih. Offic. I. c. 28. 
-: Dt: Rt.gill!. Princip. II, 1. :i.24.. 


t MetapùJ8. Lib. I. cap. 4. t Lih. IV. 
I Plautus Asinaria, Ill. 3. 
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for any iuju!") HI..taiul.(1 h)" th(' intimate sell"'l' of that lligh ...;t injll
ticc which wnq 

ynouynlOlIs \\ ith (H..IIt>llOl". ] n :--hol"t, tlit, hi...tory of the middle a ö " shows that 
it wa.. thl'1I IlIIin'
ally, ai at pl'c..ellt in Catholic 
tat(':-., wlll'I"C in tim
 of trial 
('"pry ('\"l'Ut alU} ci rClIlIl:-taU('" of tIll' worl( 1 gi \.p
 o('('a
ion to 1;(,(,IIl':; of t he lIohle::t 
herni
m, aud the high
t honor". Ent"I' the fo'allctuary, yi
it the court, the 
trihllllal..., peudrate iuto pri,':uc lroU
t
, from the pal..!l . to th
 cotta T(', mill you 
fllMI that it is !..o. It i
 n Piu..; \'"1., a gUO(} 
ll('pll('J'(I, rl':uly to Ia)' do\\ n hi:- life 
(.)r his f1U('" j it i:o. a Don C'arlo:-i, a jll..t :lIul n'ligiou..; kinc;, refusing :111 pr(lpo
al
 
of pri\"3h' conlpclIS1tion, ()flèring hilll
 .If for his })<'()plt', 'r"illg' tJlI'lil \, ilh hi
 
I 'I :oo..n, 113villg for his cry of ar1'h , ...om.' high 
tcm'e J ike that of the tragic 
:-\opho('h..., .. \\llt.ther . uco(

ful or unf()rtuuatt', we 
hall be found 011 th
 sille of 
God." 


-i, ytÌp n'rvXE1S 
tJv rw (JE
 tpCrl'OríJlf'J', ;j 1f'nrrQ)ICÓU
,. 


It i.. a judge wl.o watpl.... his rOIlC'h with tears bcfi>rc he awards jl1:-.t judgment; 
it is u telHIPI" lI1Otl1<'r who thallks Go(1 that her F.UI has lancn in the Ben'lce of 
his kill
, :nul ill dl'f('IH'e (If (,hri
tPI1(lom; it i
 :i wife solitary and helpl :,CI in a 
IUI)(I of (.
ilf', wl.o 'IHh, forth hl.r royal ('OIP-ort to "in tll(" palm of trnp }lOnor 
:t;; a 'hri:-:tian king, awl wlan dip
 aft(.r hi..; d,'()urture thrOll"'h an
i(.ty fur hi:, 
safcIY. 'Y Oil }wrCl'i\'f', 1",-':ull'r, how th. ('vents whi{'h arc þa..::>ing before Ollr t'yc. 
t'all tlll"l)\\ li
ht upon the hi
tory of pa....t :lgl'''', how (,L"Y it wOIII(1 he to multiply 
ill
tall<"''', awl how illh'rlllinahle mi'Tht he till' dt'n.lopl1)(,l1t of this truth, t'() ri(.1t 
:lfC the vari((l 
1't'IH'S of human life where C'atholil'i:001ll rei
lIs in all that mn (.xalt 
the imag-ination. ('nnohJc tl. ' ('har-J.Ctcl", anJ :-treur r thel1 the hlart. The German 
PO('t... of till' twdfda {'('lltUI"
", ill tlU'ir maf,!nifi 'Cllt opening of the Nibclllngcn b
"s, 
:ll1l1oun('illg tJH'ir il1ll'ntiol1 of 
ingin
 the (11'('(1... of l1erO('-.., the joys mad Wû('; of 
jn..t alltl !!loriolli nU'II, promi:",<
 in f:lI.t 1I0thing hilt what the historians of tlu'ir 
ago" ('oliM furni:o'h from li\'iug m:UJll"rs Hn(1 the fllldilatillg phcnomena of 1'(':11 
life. "
ithout dou1.t, the hcroic l'hara.c'tpr of thii ancient moralil)" involvcd diffi- 
t'ulti(.s an(l tl:lIIg('r... Xo one ne('(l 1)(' told that more than ordinary care T'i..
 
11('('(lful ill tIlt' J:ui,l:IIWt' of 
u('h a Fpirit as that :1:-; 'rih<'(1 to king Don "'('bastia.. 
in thp pit! dll'oni('lp
, \\ 110 wou]<1 1I:1\"e ('OI1()..mw.(1 ITpreulp", him
clf for ha\'ing 
had r(' 'Ollr..e to tIll' pnul('lIt poJi(.)" rt'II1:u'kpcl h.," nion)'siu
, in that :I('t when he 
drove the ])('1'<1 before the ('an' of (':1I'U", ill (m1..1. to <li"('o\"('I" wh('thcr thc
' reall.,' 
h:ul within it tIll' :--toll'1I oxpn. t ()f thi:-; \"omlt" kine,. .T..rorne COIH'stagius fo:a ) 's , in 
_ 
 :::. . 
his Ili
t()rf of Portugal m)(l Ca..;tile, that lae 11..;..<1 to r<joice whpn he fought ulone 
with Rome ferociou::; hca:-;t. If he wpre ahout to ua\'igatc OIl the Tagus, or to go 
by Sf'.a froRi one place to nnotlll'r, liP thou
ht it c1i
gr:l('efllt to I'mhal"k on a (':JIm 
sea. Thcrefi>re he 
tlldiously waited fOI" tl'll1pL-stS: :,0 that by a certain cruel 


· tEdip. T) r. 14:;, 


t Antiquit. Rom. Lib. I. 39. 
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fate, he seemed to ha;;;ten to his death. * U nòer the influence of an l1Croic spirit, 
he that E-houhl ha\"c been, as thc ahhot of St. 
Iaurice &l)"s of )Iallfrcò, "a nohle 
creature, he that had all the energy which would han' madc 3 goodl)" frame 
of gloriou:-; element
, might, from their not being wi
t'ly mingled 01' pl"Op('rly 
c.lirect('d, become an awful chao:-:-light and darkness-and minò and òU:o't-and 
p:l..;:-:ion
 :111<1 pure thought::S mixed, and contelllling without end or order, all 
Junuallt or destructive." Then might COlliC thc fluent no\'elis1, demonstrating 
how much better morality wa;;; under:4o()(1 hy tho
e around him, though he might 
addre!--:"I him:.:elf to a generatiun the iwage of whuse hC:o't-luvellmen wuuld be but 
fit to be an ale-house sign, resembling SpeuscI";S portrait of loathsume glutton)": 


.. Still as be rode, he somewhat still did eat; .. 


men whose memories as well as hopE's are in their stomach, so that they would 
feel no shame in strengthening their eviòellc(" like the lying slave in Plaut us, 
who after pretending that he haò fought from morning till night in 
ome great 
('ugagement, adds, "Hoc alll'o hoc commemini magis quia illo die impran:-,us fui."t 
But the hlemishes of the heroic character were so unlike the gro:-;snC;:j;) of these 
Fpirits vile, that they con1Õtitutell rather what 81. Francis de Sales terms," the 
deal' imperfections which are means uf attaining to perfection." A modern poet 
seems of this opinion when he !'ay!':, 


.. The attritute5 of thchC high days 
:Xow only live in minstrd-Iays ; 
For nature, now t'xbausted, still 
Wa5 then profuse of good find iJ): 
Stren
th wa.-; gig Lutic, valor high, 
And ,\ isdom soared beyond tbe sky, 
And beauty bad such mãtcùlt'ss beam 
As ligbts not nuw a lover's dream." 


Whatever be the danO'ers and obstacles attached to the dlaracter of heroic virtue, 
/:) 
it was clearly 
hown hy thc mu!'t precise an(1 guarded morali:o'ti of the mi<lllIc 
age, to he the highest prerogati\'c to crown man'8 nature. "They who are p('('u- 
liarly illcliuClI to vice," saJ5 Loui:5 uf BIoi:" "and who ('om oat a
ain:,t it widl 
all thpir strength, arrive at a higher perfection than other:, who ha\"e 1(':,-, llif- 
ficultie
. The image of a prince, which is (':1n'('ll UPOll :L stone with infinite labor, 
is a fal' more precious work than if it had been imprinted on a bùft and pb!'tic 
earth. 
:w more i f tho
e who couraO'eou:-l y com hat shouM de l >art from lite wi [h 
. " ð 
some imperfel'tion:5, and remain fi)r SOllie time in purgatory, when purifi(>(l, they 
will enjoy in heaven gl'eater glory than others who h:l\'e not 
hown cqualeournge 
anù devotion thoulTh the\" mav have attained to the eniovment of God without 
, /:) w . 'JJ 
passing through the purifying fl:lme
."t 


* Hieronymi Correstaggii dc Portug, et Casti1. Conjunct. Lib. I. 

 Instil. Spirit. cap. VII 1. 
 3. 


t AUlpl.ït I. 1. 
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The Il)(xh'rll", who
 view", of morality arc 
\id to hI' 
o 
n))('rjor to thfl
p nfthp 
middle ng' , nre imprf'....l"'l "ith a profuUlul L'ouvictiou uf till' truth of ,\ bat Plautu., 
"ay
, whose '\onl'5 at le3..t provc that thl'Y have made no prugr
 iu OUc di- 
fedioll : 


.. Xt"C qlli..qlllun cst l-Lm iU
t'nio dUN 

ec tam tlrmo Pl'ctore, quin uhi qUiCqllaDl 
OC<'IL..iul1is sit, sibi faciaL bt-nc .. 


Xa
-, tlIpl"(' nrp many of tlll'IU who :"t"cm to helil',-e with Protag'ora.
, that thc ju...- 
til't, alltl virtuc of other meu h('jll
 thollght "",{'fu) to uUI':'>(,lv('.., tbl'I'pfon' the :-tate 
prai..<<.., and in('ulrotf'-; them in l'Vt)i.y man. * I II gt'IiPral, all till' \\ ritc.'r:" ami Il'Tis- 
btol'=", appl'.1r profoulldly illlpr
"<.1 with till' lJl:l
ill1 uf (;al<<.u, \\ ho u:,,<<'(1 tu 
ay, 
that "utility alolle.' 
Imong-..t mlll.tal thinb"S is di,.inp." "That natur(' 11(,'r,.; ,If frjeds, 
alld a {'ertain 
t'IU'rOIl
 :"t'lItin1t'nt of vil1ue prodaimin
 that 
('I f-iutl'n t oUJ!ht 
not to bt' the rulillg motivc of IlIIm:1Il n('ti"n... rp('oils frum, the mo..t populal' 111ur- 
al writcr... of om. ag p citlwr dirl'(.tly h':u.h, fli. dmrly CIlOII.rh indiæte: nor io; it 
tlwir :","hnol:i almH' that Ul'(' infi.'..tc.'(1 \\ ith thi... p.'rsna..,ion, hut much more the com- 
mon :--('enf'.wflifi'. "
"ntit dornu.. ul1i\l
\lj\l"\luf"
t utit forum, I-ot'ntit f'ul"ia, C':'unpus, 

o('ii, provin('iæ." Gi\"P tl)pm h<<'('(lful nott', alJ() 
'()u wi1l :-pe that thp)' are 3(,('\1"- 
tonu'(l to e:--timatc all thin
.. in part alH) ill relatioll to them..('I\"('
; you will fiIH) 
them inù "'} full or noLle expre ions for 3 gcncral "Of', hilt ('vilJ('in
 f{'al 
rro\\ 
only \\ }wn 1111(11'1. a pri\'atc ('alamity. Thc anf'il'nt philo.;oplU'l"", howp,-pr, on 
this J!rolllH1, at lc.'a:-t, WOUlf) han.lly :"uh
('riht' to tlu' opiniolJ of th,' gn'at mll(1ern 
a\lthol", \\ ho:-"aflirrnation that 1II0ra]ity i..:H Pf"('''''lIt hdtf'r llIul('r..tood than inrath- 
oli(' ag-<<...., ha... h('('n aIlO\\"t'() to pa:-.; t'\lrrPlJt. Thc Pyth:worialli (,prtailll.\' WO\lld 
ha\"P J"t'fu..(.d,,, hn tall
ht "hat" ouM he flat tr( a"oll against thclllodern ei\"ili7atioll, 
that "IJH'1l !òho\llc.1 ha\"{
 r('
:m), in the fir..t pla('<<', to what i.; good :lwll"HH,:-t; h\lt 
that utility :nul ('onv('niplJ('(' t-houlc.l he rankl'(l in a !'('f..'ollllary plac('."t I t IIlU
t he 
mhuittl'tl that the rp,"pr:--e of this lIla
illl i::i no whcrt
 fOlllul in the moral ff..'atun>s 
of IIIpn (luring thp agl'
 of faith; thou!!h what tlu'ir view-- of müralitJ in this re- 
!ò]){'('t In..t in pt.'r:.:picuity tlH'
- a:-,;uf"('tlly gained in hcroi:-lIl. In th(\ t :"tirnatioll of 
our :IHecl'tor..:, virtue wa.; lIothill
 l.l:-,. but tllP prpfpl"f'fI('p g""elJ to what "a.. jll:-t 
to what wa..; UlljU..t, \\ hatf"'PI' t!aat prpfi,I"t'n<,p mig-!at ha\"{' ('"..I. It i=", trlle wp filul 
them following- in Plato':" I't<<'p:.:, to !'ohfl\\" that tlH' IllIjll:.:t IIIU..t bl' ofnl'('..:,,:.:ity not 0111)" 
morp 1ahflriou
, hut al:,f) morf' U IIp]t.:a:-ant thau till' j u..t amI hol)" Ii fp.t "Ht'nH'm her:' 

:IY'" .Tohn Pi('u..: of ,Miral)(lola, ,.that it i.; t:u' 
Wl'ptpr to (,()uflm'l" a tl'lIlptatioll, 
than to ('on:"l ut to the !'oin to which you arf' indil1l'(l; anc.1 in thi:" man)' al"e decci,-- 
p<<l, h"('aU:-l' t})(,y do not <'I)m}>:t.r' th(' swpptup 'of ,-ietor)r to the s\\petn......; off-in, 
hilt tlU')" ('ollJp:u'e thp hatth' to thp pl(.I
urc: antI yet th(" man who ha,;; a tllOu!'=:md 
times trietl what it i
 to yid(1 to h'mptatinl1, ou
lrt at ]P:I!'-t for OIl('C to try what it i:-. 
to conquer tllf' tcmptation:'
 
till, while the !'opiritnal amI heroie author:oõ of the 


· P)ftln Protftg. 
t Dc Lcgibn.., T.ih. II. 


t JambJich. dt" Pyth:lC'oric. Yil. cap. 31. 

 H('
n)f(' diril!C'nf('q" 
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middle ageR at times 
p('ak tllll=--, tl)(>)" ne\'('r let pass all occasion without endeav- 
oring to instil the f'pirit of :-acrifice and òisintf're
tC(lne,..s into the minds of men. 
"Remark," ::iay:; Lf'wis of Grellada, "that the holy Simeon sought not hi:.-; own but 
others' good, for he ""as !'olieitous rather for the 
alvation of other:-5 than of himself. 
'Expectabat ('nim con
olatiOlll'lll I!:'f".lël,' " for which, too, St. .\mbro::,c commends 
him, :o:;aying, """ell did the just man, b('cause he f:ought, not his own :5afety, but 
that of the people; whereas men in this world live ouly 1è)r themseh-es, and while 
their own affi1Ïr
 pro:;;per, they think it no concern of theirs though the sky should 
fall, or the earth he con
ume(1 with fire."* 
" As charity i:-; the life of all virtue, so," eOlltinues St. Catherine of Sienna, " sdf- 
lo\"e, which de
troys charity, is the execrable source of all evils. _\.11 scandab, 
crueltie::i, hatreds, and mi:,erie
, proceed from that \'enomous root. This detest- 
able lo\"e mortally WOUl}(l
 the uni\"cr
al worhl, and infects with di!'ea::ie the 
my
tical ])()(ly of the holy Church, all who:,e virtues ..pring from charity."t 
St. Peter heing in glory upon the top of )Iount Thabor, wished for three ta- 
bernacle::; there, one for Christ, one for 
Iose:;;, another for Elias; "and," observes 
Father Dif'go de Stella, "11e\'er r('membered him
df."! 
,. It ::i,-'em-; conformable to lJature," says Giles of Colonna, "that a part should 
expo:o;e jt
eìf for the whole; for we see th3t ",hen the head is ill danger 
:md the whole body, immediately the arm, which is a part, exposes itself wholly 
for the head, lest the whole body should perish. So in like manner ::;hould kings 
be ready to devote them:::eh'es for the people."
 This blessed doctor, even in the 
<'Omparati\'e intf'n
ity ofplea
ures, shows that the selfi...h are by nature ba
e, and 
therefore place
 gl uUon)" in the lowe::it hell. The .1b:,ence of :-:elfishnf's:-i wa
 deem- 
ed the gralHI remedy for all 
in. " In this all doctors agree;' says St. Bonayen- 
tura, "that the eau:-:e of all malice is feal' or love, and the eau::;e of fear is ..elf- 
love. How can you then 
in from fmr, who desire to be afflicted, and de5-pi
ed, 
and trampled upon by others? and how can JOu sin from lo\'e, who de
ire that 
a1l10\'e 
hould he tran:,ferred to God? Tim,;; you will pa
:-; to perfed innocence, 
and the ('on
umll1ation of 
anctitr."11 ..\ll members of the ecdesiastical f:tate were 
to imbibe the 
pirit of the example of .Te:,us Chri
t, who, a::; 81. Bernard reminùed 
Pope Eugenf', came on ('arth not to do his own will. In fact, those o1"(ler:3 of the 
Temple and of St. .John of J erusalclU, like the religious orders in general, owed 
their drtne:; to the total eradication of se1fi:o:;hne:,s from their members. Xo one 
thought of his own but of the general good, which merely formeJ part of the 
interest of tIle universal church. . The verses of S1. Columban, addressed to 
his monks are to this effect: 


.. 1\on sibi quis vivat ; Chri
to 
(>d vivat ubique. 
Non tl1:\, sed Chri..ti qnæras, qui diligis illum. 
Kon te. nOli mUlJ(lllUl, {,hri:.tuU1 seù dilige solum/' 


* Ludovic. Grenad. In F(>sto Purificat. ('oncin IY. 
t S. ('ath. Spnensis Dialo
. Tractat. I co, ';. 
 On the Contempt of the WorM, I. 

 Ædrlius Romallus de Regim. PJinC"Ïpnm. 
. 1. 1-t. . I 
timu:. .\mork Pars II. 6. 
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Now, during the agt
' of faith, the :--pil'it of the lIlul1a..;tic order:, \Va.; the ...pirit 
of perfL'Ctiol1, to which all mell kllt>W tl13t thl'Y \\ erc {'ailed, tllUugh ib extcrual 
form might dt'pcwl upon their :--ocial po
ition : an<1, 3...; Rich:ml of.;:;1. Yidor :--:1)"
, 
(I perfi.ctioll clIlI:--i:--tillg in di\"ilJ(' lon' r(>Cluired that nWII ..III ull do llothilw from 
their 0\\ n will, but com III it all Ihill
" tu the (Ii vine di"'po:--iliuli. \.ll t1wir \ 0\\"1', 
all their d
irf'
 mU:-.t hang 011 tIll' di \"inc.. no(1. ". To lI:--e the lallgllage of ,iE...dl)'lus. 
all their trust W.lS pia ct."t I in Ti\ELOY V1'Z<1TOY jífl, Him who hrillgs (.\"t'nti 
to their is....ue. t "The philo:)opllt'r:--," 
Y' St. ..\ II1bru , " uSNI to di:.;tillgui!'ih 
I)(,.twl...'n the hOI)('
t urn :Ulll the mill>, inehulillg ullder the latter all that r(>latl>(1 
to the 
OOdi of this life. BUI \. llll'a..urp:111 thill
:i hy the 
ingle formula of 
\\ hat is hOllcit anc.1 C.!l'('Ol'U:", C nihiltllll' utile ni:--i quu(1 
HI vitR
 ilIill<.; æt<'l"IIa? PW- 
sit 
rntbm tlefinimus, nom qU()l1 :HI dt.lf'd:l1 iOlll'm pnc....ntis.' "t In Par:uli:--l', 
too, Daute .'pprr:,t'nt.. the :-aints 
.. :--till havillg more regard to the hI.... 'tlllè -. of 
otlil'rs than of their OWII. TllII", tl. cribin
 the amen whieh follm,ed frol11 either 
ehoir, wlll'n told that theil' dt':ul bodit.s ..llOlIltl be re:ootoret.l to them, he add
, that 
it 8r
 


"
ot for thems(']vP". but for their kindred dear, 

[nthcr8 Ind sire" and those whom bc..t they loved, 
}<
re tlu-y \\ere made imperiib:,hle tlame:'f 


I am awarf', inclt>e<l, th
lt in tllc \"l>ry li\"(,:, of the 
'1int. th(>m
f'I\'e
, :1nd in the 
whole groulltl of tl)('ir b'lnctity, thp 1110dern philo"'f'phcl":' im.sginc that they di - 
co\"er the ad ion of the prin..iplf> whi('h is con<1(,II1I1('(1 h)' thplll ill tllf'ory. They
- 
lie\'c them to he t'milH'nt in tile qualities which thpy t'uhivate from sf'lfi:"h ßlotÏ\-e... ; 
and r('pl'at tllc 
U1!'Tl.'..tion re:,ppetillg Joh, :c lHIßlfJ.ui.1 Job frustra timct P('urn? 
(>Cmdudin
 witll Epich.tll", that Wl' 
pnernlly fin(1 piet
. wh('re tlwrp is utility. 
.. Of :1 trut h:' I-a
's tlu>> gOOt) Fl"anci
ean, .John of Bordp:1ux, after citing tll(":e 
wonl
,"IIp tloe... lIol approach to tilt' purily ofChri...ti:1nity: hp prdelul:" that pit,ty 
tak
 it:-; birth in IItilit
., so that it i..; illtf'l.l....t which gi\"ps ri:",p to tlp\"otiull. Y ('.;, 
among the profanp, hut not among Chri:"ti:1I1:OO, who, lX'ing acquainted with the max- 
im:-. of our holy religion, ha\"e uo otl1l'r u1Cl hut to :'>l'r\'(> (;0.1, fm' hi.; ]m"e and for 
h is glor
' ; for
t.tt i ng- a 11 (,(}II
i<1('ration.; of t Iwi r OWII :uh'a n fag-e, t 1)(')" :1 ""pi re to 
attain to that rlp\"otion wllieh is aJ:!:r(>pahlc to Him, without all
' \'iew to t})('il' own 
intcl"(,"'t."
 
Only oh....'I'\.e wh:1t pm.... around you. Is it when men are thinking of tllPrn- 
selvl'
 :111(1 of tlH'il' own tprnpol'al inh'I"('..ts Ih:1t tilt')" approach the Chri
ti:1ll my..... 
teries? 
 0, hut tlH')" repai r Iu tll<'l11 ('it hpr to ('x('rt'i:"C or' to :lC'q u i rc t he "'pi rit of sel f- 
sacrifi
. It i!i when they are in :1 lli:"po..itioll to gi\'p up ('\'ery thing, honor, 
(>..t(,(,l11, nn(1 life itself, th:1t the :1ltar of Gncl ha.. all attm(.tion which they can- 
not resi:"t. Some Ilu)(lern philo
ophprs ha\'e remark(>(1 thi,; filC't, an(1 their admira- 
tion dOf's them ill fi II itc honor, though t hei 1" t'xplanat ion i.. c1efiei('nt.1I 


· Dc Oraòiblls Vio]cntæ ChnrilalÏ(;. 
* 8. Ambrosii Ollidorum, Lih. I. cap. 9. 


t EumenÏlI. 2d 

 XIV. I Epictet, Chrest. 233. 
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" ..-\..11 these men," says Fiehte, "nlattyrs, confe,.;sOl''';, apo
t1e-; of II at iOIl <.;, 
Ileroes, cOllquerors, men of 
cience, all have ::;acrifit.("tI their pt.rsonal existf'lll.'e 
for all idea. "That was theil" rewarù? They have gailll.tI all elltrallce illto a IU'W 
,'ita.l at rlltl:"phere, of intellectual clearne",,:') ami trallsluc'ell('Y, which makes them 
utterly ineapahle of enjoying a life in any uthet' element of heillg. TIIP}" need 
nocompen,.;atiou, tllf'Y have gained an illestimable l)l'ize:' He tliscel"lls that it wa
 
the I'pirit of bClf-sacrifiee which produced all this. "For who," he cOlltinues, 
" were the foremost in giving the countrif's of modern Europe a shape in whieh 
they were worthy to he the al>od{' of civilizetl nation
? History makes answer: 
they were religious men, who, in the .;;tedf:.l,.;t helil'f that it was the wi1l of God 
that the wild fugitive in the woods should he hrought to a lifp of order, and to 
the blessed knowledge of a benevolent duty, left the lantIs of theit. hit.th, amI all 
the 
ensuous and 
piritual gt"atification:,; they atf01"ded; left theil' f:.lmilies, their 
friend
, and kindretI, encountered want and hard
hip, and often died the death 
of 1Il3l.t}"l'
, and all this for the sake of an idea, and in this idea rot. the 
.Jke of 
mankind. 
" ,A ntl should any object to me, that they sacri ficed their pre..;ent life in 
the expectation of an infinitely highel" beatitude in hea,oen, which the)' 
hoped to earn by their endurance and their toil, that i:;, that they sact'ificed one 
plea-;ure to another, the Ie:,,:; to the greater, RO that they cannot justly he deemed to 
ha\'e acted in the spirit of self-sacrifice, [ would entreat :,uch an ol
('ctor well to 
wt'ig-h tIle following con..;illerationi'. How dill they attain to this firm faith in 
another world, a faith "..hich they attested by their !'acrifices? _\.1)(1 what, in 
fact, is this f:.lith, cOllsidered as an act of the soul? Does not the 
oul, whi{'h 
a..;:mmes the ulllIO:lhted exi,.;tence of another worhI, and cling
 to it with an im- 
movable faith, in this very act make a sacrifice of the present worM? AntI it) 
not this faith of itself the sacrifice completed and fulfilled OIwe for all within 
the soul? which inward act of the spiritual life is afterwards made manifest in 
a variety of outward actions. Granting that there is nothin
 at all marvelon
 
in theil" 
acrificing every thing, after ihey once belie\'e<I in an everla
ting life ; 
granting that it is all perfpctly intelligible, and that the ol
ector hirmwlf 
woultl do the same in the same situation; the man'el, however, is, tllnt they 
òiJ so believe; and this, the slav'e of self and sen
e, who is incapahle of with- 
drawing his eyes from the present world, will never he ahle to do ; he will 
ne,oer he aLle to put him:-öelf into the same situation !" So far the German philo
 
ophet. who has had the ad vantage of finding one, perhaps, st ill greater than 
him!'elf, to give his thoughts expre
..ion in our language. The Catholic religion, 
however, enabled men to place the que'5tion 011 a clearer ha..;i:-ö, and to determine 
it with more precisioll and justice. 
The spi.'itual guides of the middle age,; left m('11 no {"hoice betwpcn the contend- 
ing opinions of the aneients, re:,pecting the motive, and ('nd of virtuolI:-i adions. 
e, All will void of the will of God, that i!--;' continue,:; the author of Theologia 
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Germ.lI1irn, H all 
df-will, find whatev(',' pro<.('('<<1o; from :-:,.If-will, is sin. ..\
 IlIlIg 
:1:) a man :-t.('I\:.. lai.; 0\\ n good, antI that wlaicl. i... I".:-t .;Ir him..t.l( a..; hi:, 0\\"" 
gootI alltl 
b lor him:--df, that Ill' IIl'\'cr filltl...; ftl1' a.. long a..; hc :-'l'c..k.. tllll:-, 
hc (lo{'s not 
(,I'k what is hc..t ftl" him..eJf , 
I) fill' i, h.. from tiwli,w it: fo" 
IS 11111'" 
Z""', l"'t 
a..; a man i. thlls tli:-:po"...l he becks llil1l..clf, alltl hc tlaink.. dlat him"l"lf j.. that 

rc:1tt-:,t good : alltlman i:-- not th . grc.Jtf.:--t goot! a::; long as he :-t'ck
 llim:--df."* 
( )11 the otll('f halltI, a man :o'houltllo,.c hilll..df in (focI. IIcn
 the f(.li
ious illllo- 
vators \wnt againa...tray, amI thell eamc the t-ophi:--t..., hcgilillilig h
' 
III ('xt"
l\'a- 
ganc.'(', aI)(Il)('(
u....c it i... tr"ue that till' ht.:-t men t IIII
 lon' t lat.n......h.c...;, (,OI)("huI i n
 that 
they Jove only tht'm...t.ln'
: from all \\ hit.h ab:o.uftlity the Catholi(' :-:1'11001 wa..; frt'e. 
1'1111... wp find it \\.1.:' r(':-:ervc.'t.l for ('hri..tian lUorali...t::; and tho.... too, (luring tlac 3öt'
 
of mOIl:l:--lic Il".Jl"IJing, to ùl.'Citle that ab:-tl'u
{, q,w:--lion rl':--pcclin
 tlac motin.... of 
aNion ",hidl :--0 IUndl perpll':\l't.l allt! tlividt.tI tlae ant.it'llb allli wlai(.h the apo...tate 
of El'turt n.yiv('tJ in:l lie\\" fìlrm, c.I('('itlilw it tlirt.t.tly ill eOlltra(lit.tiou to the 
ullcrril1g tc:\t. Cit.cl"O, aftt'r r 'markilw tlaat tla, 
toie.. 'pamtt.c.I" hat \\a.s hUlle...t 
from wlaat \\a-.; cOlln'nil'lIt, " nOIl 1l0mill<', "'c."tl 1!cnt'rp totn," :nul th'lt .lac Pt'r- 
ip.ltCtic..... ('ol1lbillt...1 thelll to
('tllPl", pro("('l"tls to adtl \\ ith mOfe jUtl1-!ll1ellt aUtI U('I11t'- 
ne....; thall 1II11t!t'rn philo:-ol'her:, ha\'c c\,ilwt...1 in n.1atioll to the t-ame point, "hæc 
(.
t nOli \'l'rhOrlll11 par\'a. ..etl 1"('1"11111 pc.'rlll:l1-!n:i tl i:-..t'n...iu." t That c.1 i f1'l'.'cnc.'c 

hould no\\ be ('on
itlc.'n...l a... 
H'pn
r 
et 
lt }"t....t, by tlU' C
lthoJic philo...oplaefs. 
)Ianzoni t"on..ic.ler.. \\ hat ou;;lat to be the nalional itlt'a of c.1 isint('re
t ec.1l1c:-s 
a... 01'1'0:-1'(1 tutlll" e:\:'g
eratt'tl :nul chimerical :oo,-'n
p whi('h i
 :-.HIJPtimes att
l('II('(l to it, 
in order to :l=--t't'rtaill what illfluellcc :--l'lf-intere...t !'houltl ('xerc.'i...e in morality; tì)r 
Si:-önlOndi ('ondellllll'li the Catholic motivc of gi\'ing alll1
 fOI" thc I"akc of one's own 
:-0111. "Uclllark," 
ays 
ranzoni, "the prog-r'" of thi::, c"tabgcratioll within the 
ruilul which commits it. Di:-öilltcl'l..tl't.ln('C.
," it begill'::, " i!' !'hown when to per- 
forlll a ju:--t aetion, a man 
a('rifìc.'t.:, :-oll1e pl"l'
'nt plla
ufc, Of il)(,l1l"
 !'OIllC pain 
which hc might havc avoidl't.l. Tlae rrcatc.'r thc "'
ll'rifiL'(' the mOfe tli:-,intert.stoo i::; the 
action, and vil'e \"t'r...â. .\11 tllC plea:-öur.' which llIay cnte.' for motin
,:, to dIe 
actiun, will c.1imi.ui..h i
 merit, amI gi\.c it a chafacter of egotism. ..\11 the plt'a:-ö- 
UI"{''''i amI the hopes of plea:,urt., uf whatc\"cr ordcr of in whatcver tillll', all that in 
the b:-.t allalysis 
igllifit... plt'a...urc, a- promi
,':';, rcw:ll"tls, ft.licit)", will rentler it 
14':-':'; c.lisintl'rc....tec.l anc.ll'0I1:OO('(I',ent Iy Ic:-
 vi I"tuou:-ö." IIt.re ht'gi ns the efror wI. iell 
is &1g".Jin:;t an eternal law of tlae human :--/)ul, i.1gaill
t a cooditioll or illtelligence 
alltl of jll:-ötil,'e, 


ríç yàp 16
ÅòÇ OUX avr
 q>tÅoç ; t 


or, as the English oophocl... saith, "LlWC. loving not it:'Clf, nonc othpf can." 
This doctrinc propo es a.. perfcctinll what is impos...ible. TIH' ('OIIt!t'I1IIl:ltioli whi('h 
i
 a..,,
O('iatc<1 with the itlea ofplm...m'e arises only from knowing tlaat t;lcrc are many 


· Clip. 42. 


t Dc 
.u. I>LUrulIl, Lib. I. 7. 
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plea:oõures oppo
t'd to duty. To push this cOlHll'mnation to the general idea of 
pleasure, i:, to t'mploy a noLle sentiment tu authorize an er1"Or amI to nject au illea, 
although it is 1"l'paratC(I from the quality which alone rnaùc it wOI.thy of njection. 
'Vhell the word intere:-;tc(1 is tl'allsft:rred to the future life, it a

um
 wholly a 
different si
nification. ""'hat docs a Chri:.;tian mean L\- the (rood of his soul? 
, _ ð 
Con
idering It in another life he means a felicity of perfection, a rl'po:oõc which 
l'()n
ists in being absolutely according tu on]er, in loving Goù fully, in having no 
other will but his; in bcing exempt from every grief because eXl'Illpt from every 
inclination to e\Oil; amI with regard to the present life he mcans a felicity of 
pmgl"e..
 to perfection, an 
Hh'allce in or(ler and in the hope of joining the other 
:-tatc. This is the I't'n:-,e of the profound aùmonition of St. Paul to Timothy, 
,. Piela:; antern a(1 olllnia utilis est, promissioncm hahen..: vitæ quæ nunc est, et 
fllturæ." It is impossible to propose a more noble view for the moral comluct 
of man.* 
I think it has now been shown {'learly that the morality of the age3 of faith 
\Va., heroic, and that its Ileroism so far from resembling the extravagance of 
mod,'rn writers, was as rational and solid as it was generou
. Let us pass on to 
l'ullsider other features 
::;::,elltial to the morality uf the Catholic Church. 


CHA.PTER "II. 


E>rv'-
T the time when CharlemaO'ne was entrenched on the banks of the 
j ' 
 

 \ 
 Ora at ,V olmt'r:4ede, ill Ea
t Saxony, the infidel prince"
 edekiml is 
( 
 
 related to-have repaired to the royal ('amp ill the disgui:5c of a beggar, 

, .,.,.,- not throu(Th fear as he was then reconciled out in orùer to scrutinize 
.....f 0' , 
!
.f. the manners of the Chri:,tian
. The paschal sol
mnities wer
 at h
nd, 

 and the king and all the 110:5t were commemoratmg the Lord s pa...:-ilOn. 
Having cro

ed the river he joined tile multitulÌe of poor per
ons who (laily 
ß()('ked to court, hut on the holy day of Easter when he applied for alms, he was 
reco(rnized and ru--ked h,,- the kin g what were the motives which had induced 
0' 
 
llim to corr.e in a manner so unworthy of hi, rank. lIe confe:'....e<l that it was 
curiosity which had prompted him, in orderto examine into their lives and customs. 
"Permit me now,"!'aid he,"mo
t serene king, to dl'lllan(} what is it that hath this 
clay so much delighted you ? Yon appeared during the last few dars wholly 
ca.
t down. oppre
:'M with sorrow, and I could not di:5cover the cau:oõ(', ami 10, 
I beheld you this morning in your temple full of gladness aud rapture, and so 


. Osservaz SU1J3, )lor:11c CattoEca. 289. 
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u(1d('n :111<1 ('()mpIete R change' excitp
 my 3!--tolli.,hment ?" The king tlwn (>'1(. 
l)lail1l"(l to him the great m)...tcril's of fi,ith, anù f.howed him the grounù of J1Ï
 
Jauwutatiuu filul of hi
 jo
'.* This little narrati\'e "ill prepare )'Oll, reader, 
fi,r the Oh
l'r\'3tions that I h:1\'c now to clIIcl" : for )"0\1 may pt'rN..i\'e from !t th: t 
scl1
iblc :11)(1 d('Cp impn.!-
joll" "ere lII
ule upon thc miUlIs of Ulen during the 
llh'1
 of faith hy 
upcrnatural motin'.. j .lI1tl it is my pre",cllt ohject to show th.1.t 
tllC' jll
ti(-c imparted to tho..f.. who huuger{'(1 amI thil"
tc<1 aftf'r perfl'Ction in this 
lifl' \\
IS di\-iIH', au(l tllC wllOlc tt'UOI' of morality of ab"es of faith, 
upel"l1atural 
hoth in it... moti\"(.
 311t1 in its dlL'et
, t-up(.rior 1111<1 ('\"('n perhaps 
olllctim'!i C11l- 
. 
t mi')" to \\ hat Illen \\ ouId ha\"c roul.'Civl'(I or pradiSt'CI, if ll'ft witlwut the 3
=-i:,tallæ 
of an {'>"prt..:-- anù po:--itin
 re\'e1ation of their C
ator'8 will. For though the 
uaturalla\V is })roml1lgated to 111:111 .l
 
.)()n .li he COIl1.'.; to the u..o of r{'3.S0II,t 
amI though he i.; wi't'ly ('
hur1t.d, hy p<)('t.; us well a-; by philo
phcrs, to with- 
(Ir"aw Ilim!'t,1 f from wa
'b that run IIOt parallel to nature's oour
c, Jct in conscqilence 
of the in('3p
lC'it)" uf that 1a\\ to meet the ùisarr-.mgemellt introJuoed by sin into 
the original orùer, amI from the ullt'f.rbinty in whid. Ilc 
tands 

pecting what 
i
 tllc (liredion of natllr(.'!- ('OUl":-l', from whi("h ("(Irrupt pas....ion-; arc continually 
dm" in
 him 
,
id(', n lJ('W Jaw had lx"('omc n('('('
sary for the gove, ..menl ami 
rl':,toration of hi!i fallen :,tat(., taml additional lightwa:) f('quired to cnable him to 
di8C('rn what "..c:I the original (Iesign, and the true princil,l('s, the obærvance uf 
whi(.1t W:L" il1lli!'pen.:ahlc fUf t)le perf{-ction amI fdi<'ity of his natl1r('. 
:"-:l\"(marola W:I
 true to the Catholic faith ill h'a('hing the philo:,ol'hers of Italy, 
that tIlt' Chri:--tian lifc C'Oul<1l1ot havc it
 rootto: in the l1atuml Jove uf man, or in 
tlU' scn:;iti\"c parts of his natuJ'l', 01' in thc im.lgination j 110r again in thc natural 
light of rca....on, fi)r then faith \\ oul(1 he onl
' an "pinion, nor in the illflu('nL-c of any 
natural C".lU"", :-.incc the whol(. Chri:--ti
1I1 life is 
piritlJal, and ind('penòcnt of the 
hotly, Mn(1 tllpahlc of lIni\'('r..:al p..:u.tit'('; bllt that the root and foundation of the 
Cltri:ootiau lif(., i:'Ò the graec of G'I(I, whid, i:-. a ...upcrnatur:ll gift infllsf'ò into the 

olli. This \\a . tilt' (':Jtholic dol.'trinc :L('utcly maintaint"Cl. Th( ...r, in(I('(.tl, \\ hOIl1, 

1-; the (.lulfI.h :-ay:ò, "e :1111 )Ia(] purgro from all unci<'nt cOlTuption, amI rcntlel'('(1 
('apahle of tllP hol)' nO\-('It)-,"
 )I:U] not ('a,t off tlH
 gra('(' amI h('allty of nature. 
TIlt' lIatural law \\ a-- 1I0t ahro
at(,II j fi)r to h:,,'c !-uppo:'':'ll that GOt1 dOI's not rc- 
quir(' its (,h"(,fvation \\tml(llwn' 1.('('n th(' f"amething:1S to :-.uppo-.c that itha(1 no 
(.\.i...t('l}(:t', which i:, ahslm1.
 That the Chri..tian charach'r, though in this H'Use 

lIpf'l"II:ltural, rdaiJ1('C] all th:lt \\:1., truly :1IlliahlealHI good in thealll'i('nt rnann('r,;:, 
i:-; :ulrnith'll in the n' l )h' of tIle I\wal1 fatller of (\-modo('('(> tu La
thcncs the 
. I:) . 
Chri
tian, in the celt-bratt.(1 \\ ork, ('ntitled the :hlarty
, which paints with f-Udl 
hi.storieal fidelity' the t\\"o sodetie
 which ,,"('I"{' di\'jtling the world. "You appear 
to ß}('," fays the 3dlllircr of the Jlollleric life, "to be \\ holly of the ancient limes, 


· Alhert Krantzii }It'trop. Un. 1. 
t ThJrll ( ullcct (,If IIul,)' 'Week. 


t Ligorio Tlaco1og. Lib. I. Tract. L 

 La l10guc TI"..u;laL. de Re1igiollc. I. 2" 
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although I have not seen your word
 in Homel' ! Yom' silence has the dignity of 
that of th
 sages. You rise to Bcntimellts full of lll

esty, not on the golden wil1gM of 
Euripides, but on the cele
tial wings of Plato. In the midst of YOUI" :,w('('t ahtIlHI- 
ance JOu enjoy tbe gracI's of fl"ielld:.;llIp. Tbere is nothing about 'you f;,rl'ed 
or strained; all is c()ntem, p('r
ua
ion, love."* \\'OIlld JOU 
cc tbi:o: ('xt'llIplifit..d in 
hi
tor'y? R(':ul the public and dome
ti(. life of Ferdinand and I,abella, in the 
Chronicles of 
paill, hy Luciu-' 
Ial"inæus, the 
i(.ilian. "'hat mlmirahle pi(.tures 
have you there! 'Vhat Homeric simplicity! '''hat tenderlIP";s ! \rhat pot':o:)' in 
all the detail of manners It l\Ianzoni has admirahly treatt'd on the cOlTe:o:p()Jl(I- 
ence bt'tween Catholic morals with the natural sentiment of right and justice.! the 
union ana harmony of which are proved hy the testimony not alone of history 
and experience, but also of ancient philo:o'opher:o:. 
There are Pagan moralists to whom we might have recourse in order to 
hame the 
admirers of the natural and passionate cÌ1 a racf el'; for e\'en the manners of the bl
 
ed meek are recommended by an ancient Aristotelian philosopher, who makee mild- 
ness consist in being able to be3r in
ult and npgl('ct, and in not being quickly moved 
to an!!:er, hut having a sweetne

 of address anJ an impertul"hnble tranquillity in the 
soul, exempt from all desire of contention. Still it is no less true, that the mo- 
rality of the Catholic society during ages of faith, if conformable to nature, in its 
original state, or Homeric, according to the ideal of poets and philo:;:ophers, was 
something also beyond and often even contrary to what was actually i!1 the 
thoughts of man. Real humanity and goodness can have no exi...telJce without 
the action of an influence !"uperior to naturp ; and this the poet discerns, S8Jing, 


_" hy grace divine 
Not otherwise, 0 nature! we are thine."
 


It is men with n3tural virtues who fill the world with crimes and woe, for they 
are pa:'5ion's slave
, amI therefore their virtues are not sure and con
tant. Romer 
perceived what was the highe
t prai
e, and inve
ting his hero with divine Vir1lh', 
styles him 7t'oJ...trrJ... ' 1 TOY , which is the very character that is formed hy the 
nper- 
natllral principles of the Catholic faith, ami in perfection hy them alone. Chris- 
tian fo:everity and Christian love are intimate relation:;:, and therefore to the volun- 
tary mortifications which we ob
erved in a form('r hook, to those :-piritual 
and !'acramental communions with God, not as reigning ill heaven, but as sutJt>rilig 
in his pasö:ion, the justice, the divine patience of the ages of fai th must mainly he 
ascribed. 'Vith natural indulgence, )"ou have hatred,jealousy, pride, and cI'uel- 
ty, for without an initiation into the mysteries of faith, from which springs the 
principle of the supernatllrallife, what is conformahle to corrupt nature. or 8..i 
Pinda... says, what is natural mu
t, gel1f'rnll y, Pl'evail." 


rù 81: q;vã Kpårz6rov a7tay.1 


* Liv. 2. t De Rell. Hispaniæ. Lib. XXI. t Osscl"vazioni suUs 
Iorale Cattolica, cap. V. 

 Worùsworth. I Olymp. IX. 
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"I I.C(> ('urarc voluit S()(>mt(
, curare p
t('
t D('u
. 0 (J!1:1It1 mi...erum animal 
homo t.
t," ('()ntilllu's )br:-.ilith Ficinu
, "ni:-,i aliquando t'\"olt.t 
Upl'I' hominem, 
('olllllll'ntlct videli('et bt'i p:-.um I )co. Dcum umet pmptcr Dl'ulll (.t c.ctem proph'I' 
ip"ulll. IIæ(' unit.! prohlcmatum i110rmu solutio (':o.t, r('<]uil'!'qUf' malorum. ,,* 
"1 hav
 ren13rla>ò," 8.'lYS n,,
!"uet, "that the apostle, Flwaking oftlao
e who lo\.e 
tl}('m
t.l\"t,
 al1l1 theil' plm...ure, ('a11s tl)(,111 'n)('11 ('rlwl, without atl;.etion, without 
pit). ;' a 1111 1 havc hP1'1I oflt'n :I;.;toni..lu'(l ut 
I) 
trallg' a union. In fact, tlli... 
Lliml :tttadullcnt to ph.æ;url' bC('ms nt fir::òt to he slJD1('thing gentle, that would 
f'hull cruplty and malcvolt'I1(,C' ; 1 lilt 0111' i
 
oon um]p('piv(.(I, 3111] ahl.. to def('('t in 
this apparent 
C'nt1l'nt'
"', a lllat. g n:lIlt al)(l pl'rnieiou'i fo;Wt'('tm'
":. \\'1.('11 I laml' 
voluptullu,,: p('r
(II1:'Õ 
p('ak in tIll' l
ook of 'ri
lll1m, I ('an find nothing mllrf' 

mi]in
 :u1I1 :ll;l"l,pahlc; tlu'y 
p( ak of nothing hut flo'n'r
 :nul fe
ting, ùallt'ilJ
 
:tIlll :nllu
pment. 'Ll't u... crO\\J1 1I1II.11t':1CI... "itlt f1()\\('r
 I,f.for(' th('y :Irt' f:\(I..<1.' 
Tlw)" invite al1 the \\orl(1 to l':utaI.:t' of tlu.ir ph>:t<.;un':--. How M\'('ct are t}wir 
wor(l... ! how joyou..; tl)('ir tl'111Iwr! how dl'..:irahle th('ir ('omp:1IIY! But attellt] tll 
the l'OIH'lu..:ion of this (li...c.'om':-c'. 'Let \1..:. OpPI'P" the ju
t and the pot>r, let II..: 
not panlon ('ither thl' willow or the orphan.' \rhat a chauge is 11t.1"(', Christian..:, 
and "]10 would have l'
})t'ctClI FU unpiliaLle a ('rtl('1t
r from Fm.1t c.;\\N.tn('
- '? 
This i:oò the heniu
 of plm:,nre ; it lo\'p:'Õ t.) nppr(':--
 the ju..t amI the poor; thC' 
ju
t who an' ('ontr:lry to it, till' poor \\ 1.0 arp to he' its pn'y."t 
Till' ='toi('s said that the end of phi]o:o">phy wa.... to live aC('or(lin
 to Ilaturr. and 
the IUl)(h'rn:õ, with a fal..(' iclea or natur(', :-"'1
' the e.(nu'; hut Plato, \\ itla hi;.dll.r 
\\ i
dom and greater 
uhti1t), oflwnC'trntiono ll1:1intain('(1 that it wa... to hl' 111a<1(' CIIII- 
ftlrmahle to God, in "hi(.h po..itiol1 IH' (litl hut for(''''tall thc fUlubml'ntalla\\ of 
CatllOlic moral:--. Thc hen...:y of our al;c is tIll' i(lolizing or naturC', of the cr('attlre 
ov('r the Cn'ator. " hatcv('r, wC' are told, i
 C'Onformahle to natur(', and to na- 
ture 
... we fincl it, is ri
ht. "IIo" tillU' are chall
l'd!"' l'ric's a 1101,\r ];f'IH.(li('tille 
ofthC' pr('
ent day, "our fath('r
 !-omptin1l'
 fi>lIm\"l'CI thC' vi('iou
 impul
e...ofcorl'upt 
nature through w('akne
", in our philo!-I)phic :1gt' tilt,)" arc fol1owpd hy :-y!oot('m."
 
" . \mong nat ions" hi('h have d('partl.(1 from the prin('iple:'Õ of faith, We find;' :1:' 
"\l entura ju..t1y remarks, "that et]lic...., and all :-.1('1'('(1 di..:('ipline, h:I\'e gi\Ocn way 
along' wit h t heolo1!Y, :Iml that a certai n ra tionaI 
y
te'm of ('t h i('.. 11:1": h('('n 
II h
t ituted 
fì)r that" hieh llc'rin.'(1 it... fi)rC<' from God, in the 
ame manner a:.: what is 
('I f:11:"'('ly 
termN] rational Chri
tianit)", W:tS 
uh:.:titut('d fiu o po
iti\'(', in whi('h the I'ri\Oatc 
r('a
on was not gHided Ly divinc di:--eipline, hut divine ùi
eipline hy private' 1"('3- 
Eon."9 II('l1ce the a
toni
hmellt ami ofTem'c e\'ilU'('(1 hy the modpl"ll'i whcn(,\Oer 
I)r('
ent('(l with any of tlH
 e!'J>eeial virtue... oÏ tIlt' Catholic 11I0ralit)O j for th('rc arc 
virhu'" whi(.h hdong to it in a })('('u]iar malllH'r, having 
K'en, a
 it \\ C'r(', fir:,t 
re\"ealClI hy the Go:o:pel. The heathen
 felt the same !OO1ll'pri.;:e when they fir
t 1)('- 


. Epist. J.iho 1. to Lam1ino. + St'rm. !'ur J'lmpl'nill'nl'l' fin:\
e. 
* Jamin. Traité de Is Lecture Chrét. 11
. 

 V cntUla de llcthodo PhiJ\J
')pbandi. c:\p. II. .Irt. j. 
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held the fruits of divine faith; and St. Chry
040m had to show how little many 
who wcre called Chri
tian
 differed from Pagan
, pitl)('r in thpir practice, or even 
in their notions of virtuc.* The di:-õciple:-ì of the' lI1oeh'\"I1 
cllOol :-õpem at tll{' he..;.t 
only in the number of tho:-õe anwng:-il wholll Yirgil counted him..;elf, when guid- 
ing Dank-men 


.. Who the three holy virtucs put not on, 
Rut undclstood the rest. "t 


'Ylmt are their accompli:-õhment
 and gl'3ce
, but those of the Gentile<;;-prohity, 
gl'lIero:,ity, COli rage. frien<1:-õhip? If tlwy love those only who love thplU, what 
is this but to follow the illlPul:-õe of nature? Xo mysteries are l"('quired to teach 
that love; Gentile..; practi:-õed it. 'Yhen do they love their pnpmie;;;, obey mpn 
for GO(PS :;:ake, pel'form works of humility. and take up their ('ro";:-õ ? They arp 
generous, hra,"e, ancl m0l'31 ; but 
o were A1cibiade
, Achille
, and .Julian. Tilt"' 
heathen 
:Ixon... appcared at Rome, like their desce(}(lant
 at the pre:-õent day, with 
the countenance of angels; hut what the Catholic di:.;cipline required wa
 that m('n 

holliel have the minds of angels, and posse&; that interior life which is impli,.cI 
in the \"arious <;;upplication
 in the divine }wayer of our Rl"'(leemer, which u:;:e(l to 
08 on e\"ery tongue. St. Theresa, in her ,,"'f"ayof Perfection," examines eae'h 
of the..;e petitions, with a yiew to determine who are the persons that can repeat 
it with consi:;:tpncy. 
Clearly, it i... more than mere human virtue which canjl1stify men in calling Goel 
their f:.lther dwelling in hea\'en: which can enable them truly to hallow his nanw, 
to wi:,h for tile coming of his kingdom, and accomplii'hment of his will. Xa- 
ture of herself feels not the want of that daily bread, nor can she una:'i'isteel 
plead fi)r mercy on the gl"Ound of having her:o:elf forgiven. Instead of wishing 
to he deli\'erecÏ from temptation
, she daily impel.. men to seal'ch fiu' tlwrn. Xor 
i,.; there any evil from which she desires to be (lelivel'ed, excepting di=,case, 105:0; 
of propel.ty, th
 death of the body, or other calamities to which our frail 
and wretched flesh is heir. True, a=, 
t. Au 6 u4in says, speaking of the 
Roman.., "they who refrain f'hamef
111u
ts, not b) the filith of piety emanating 
from the Holy Spirit, and by the love of intellectual heauty, hut hy the desil'e of 
human prai:;:e ancl glory. are not indee(1 holy, but le
s vile:'! Unquestionably 
there is much that i:; hrilli..mt, and at time:; f:.l:"cinating in the natul'31 manners 
of men, and somewhat that seems austere and rppul:,ive in thoo:e of Catholicism, 
thol1
h after all what do the virtl1(í
, f.nd accompli..;hments, and tran
ports of the 
wOI'I(lly race amount to? The
e are admirable men, we are toM; but what i.. 
there admirable, if you appl'Oach nearer? 'Vhat is there pnviahle? Rea(l the 
testimonies collected by that anatomist of melancholy, who with all his pretension
 
to sit alone; was himself but one of the sad choir, and then methinks you will 



 On Compunction, Lib. I. cap. 4. 


t Purg. VII. 31. 


t De Civil. Dei, Lib. V. 13. 
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he k..
 anxions to il1c;:titnte a ('nll1pal"i"")J), wil h tlae view of (,ollling to a conc1n
ion 
ullfa\'orahlc to the l'tli..('t:o; of the 
lIpt'rlla(l1ral 1l)0I1l1s inl"uleatt'c\ hy the Cutholic 
rt'li!!iou. .so; \\ h('!Il',"l'I' tlae mOI'alit)" of tlu' aJ!<<'.... of filith j:-! :--npc.....(.cf('(J hy the 
m:lIlllt'N of rationalil'lII, till' (,Vt'lIt, IlOwevt'I' it lIIay Lc fl'l:ll;fit.d, :1111011I1tl', ju f:wt, 
to the ('r('(.t il!g thc.' 
tandard of 
:ltall, lIatul"all.'" 1'0 glorioll:- in t lae l').(.... of Ada III 's 
(.,"il hl'O("I, :nul h("ltin
 down that of Chri:--t, which i..., :1('('ordillg to the 5:llIIe 
lIatlin', it... f-('orn mltl a"('I'
iou. It i-; tlae triulllph of amhition 0\"(,'1' IllIrnililY, of 
}'riIJt' (I\"('r 1IIt'(.kIlC....., of pll"a..ure O\"('f tIle IJlOlII'uing (If tll(' jll..t, of vaill-J..ðor)' 
O\'('f jll:,ti('t." pf hatt't.'(l O\'l'r dlarit
., of)lI...l allcl ('X('C"'''' o\'er plII'it," :tlltl tt'lIIpt'rall('(', 
of pa.....ion :u\(1 !"('ven
c O'"('r t 1 
l>1rit of f01"
i\"l'nt',,:--, 3tul S\(,l"i1icl', :lIul p('a('c, 
in the imitation of tilt' Lalllh of (;0(1; in a w(ml, it i:o. the 
lIb
titllti()n of hUlllan 
IlIi"'('r)" f.'r tlae ht'atitu(lp aunoIllH'f'f1 alHll"'('rl:t
tingly imparh.(1 hy the (;o..pd. 
Yi(.lcling to philo
opl.)" all that trmh alHljll

ic." re(jllil'l'cl, the Catlwlic.' writf'rs 
frum the l)t'
inllinl!, dl'('lar('(1 that the morality whieh wa., to :1C<<'omp:lIIY amI 
'-I.'ri(, faitla, I1IU<:t be in it
 I1I n tiv,".., in it.. ('lid, :UHI in it
 di..,.ipline, 
()IlI('thing 
1:lr dif1ì'n'nt frolll what i:-. ol..1in:u"i!y 1111<1.'r...I(")(1 by n:ltllr(', in the t).oll
ht
 ami 
bU1!u:we of 11)('U. TIll' 1:uulablt. I:"mau di
po:--iliou \\a..; a f:1,.ol'itp ('xpr(.
..i()11 ill 
tit' l
lOlIth
 of the IwatlH'lI.. in 't. ...\u
u...tiu'::) tinH', :uHI wc 111':11' tlae 
rc':lt 
(Indor ('
('bill1iug-, "0 inclolt;.:, l:ornal13 I:l1Id3hili
 ! U otf..prillg of the HI' guJi, tllP 

c':\','o1:t.., tlU' N'ipill
, the' Fnbricii, if any thing ill 
.Oll 
hin("... natura II)' laudable 
flllly h
' trill' pipt)' (':111 it IÞC, pllrgl.(1 :111(1 pprft><'tCtI."* "Si {'nim '.Pr:l' \.il.tut...... 
Ullt," 
he :1(111...;, "quæ ni..i in c..i.. quihlh ,,('ra int':o.l piet:l
 t'
..n nOli po,.....unt;"t fin. th.. 
\'irtllt.''i whirh "'('('111 to he "lIl'h, uuh. oj, r(...ferret! to Of)!), arc ratlIPr \'ic'(" than virtlle
. 
Jln\\r\'er true and worth
- thl'
- ma
- I)p thought, ).(.t if th('). be I"l.ferl'('(1 to thclll- 
:-.d\'(..... :111(1 to nothillf; hi
IIt'r, tIlt')" art> illfl:tlp(1 :HltJ prou(l, aw) tll('rpfOl'C arc to be 
j1t(lg('(1 \'if"t...., not virtu(.....: &'SonU'tin)('..," 
a)"
 
t. ..\ 1I
II..till, ,.tltt' }JIo,..t OpPII 
,'iCN :U'P ('(mqut'rpd h)" other l.iclc1f'1I '.if......, whi('11 art' tlJ(lIl
ht to he virtut':--, ill 
whit'll rpi
1I pri(lp, ant) n (,{,I'taill rllinOIl'" nltiturl(, of plt'a..illg 011 .'s .If; :-'lIp(.rhia et 
C111R'(lalll !-oihi p1a('('u(li ahitwlo rllillo"':I. 1'1)('11 oul
' :n'(> vi....."" cunquen'(l whPI.e 
t11l')" an' ('onc}llPrecl h)" the lon' off;c){l."
 Thi
 i", thp non.l morality to w!li(.h 
tl11' ("laur('h .1)Ju(le..., when !-11t' pra)"1'0 that nwu 111:1)" he pllrifìC'(1 from all the 
c'lwro:lchmcllt-; of their f()rawr wa)',,;, ami m:u).. ('.lpabl" of a holy rt'IIO\'ation.l! 
This i
 that way of the {,rt'
.., that life of oh(.diel1{,(" tll3t fj.)icitou., :-tatt', wl.i('h 
i.. l'omparc'(l hy the writ('r
 of the micl(lle a
(' to a 
:11'(1(,11 of flower..;, mOTt' 1)(':111- 
tl'OU" th:lll f'V('l" mt't 11I0rtal (')"e, awl ('mbalnw(1 with a ('plc:o:tial r.-ag...an('t'. ItIJf'r('," 
:O::I)"ot'Ò Thomas à l{t'lllpi:" "all thing... aloe hri!!ht, ß Hlri
hil)(1', f)(Jorif(.rOlb, :\1)(1 tl<'- 
]j.rhtfll1. The... flowers of the n1\'
tt'ri('s (If Chri
t and hi.. hlt......('(1 llIother, la:n'e 

 . 
!-oo :::Wt'l't :\1\ o.lor, 
o wonc1ron
:l fl;\\"ol',!õ:o 
rl':\t a 1)(':111ty, 
c) pow('rfn1 an a1"clo1", 
that t11P)" ('''\:p('11 from the lan
ui:o:hing :0:0111 all Íf'mptatiolJ:i :nHI l'arual love, all 


* De Ch itatc DI'i, Lih, II. 
Ii" 

 III XX:"lG. 


t lIt. Lib. XI X" 4. t Ill, XIX. 25- 
I CnJ1l'(,t. 
1l1 reI. iu hI 1.r \\1'( 1... 
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anO'er and indi!!nation, all ('nn' and P ride , all indolence and imliflèrf'nC'c. all hard- 
ð '-' - 
np:,:; and perturhation, all saclm':-,,; an,l,li:4rn:'t, all wickedlll'
:' ancl deceit, all tur- 
pit\Hh' and diabolic' inflm'nl'c, alike from a man or 3. woman, from 3. youth or an 
old man, frolll a ric.h 01' a pOOl' man, hee3u:-:c Chri4 died to 11('al all men and to 
f'1t':lnsC' all mf'n from 
in."* 
IIistur
' can I>(>ar wime:-:s that in the middl(' a
l'S, to t>\,pry profe:-;sion and mode 
of life there was a :-ulwl'natural 
tandard pl'Opo
l'(I, and t1.at unless I;;;lnctifh.d and 
(lirected by a ùi\-ine motive, no fo;tate or cmployment was deemed 
ecllre from a 
f:1t31 em1. Giles of Colonna show:-:, that in the govcrnnwnt of him..;elf, and of his 
f
uuily, allll of his kingdom, a king mll:-;t nut place his happineoö;
 in pleasure or 
riches, or honor, or glor)', or fame, or civil power, for then he woulcl h
 only 
supel'flcially good; but that he must p1a('e it in the 100"e of God, and in work'\ 
which are the proofs of JO\"c.t "'Ve entreat our 
a\'iour, in who
e name we are 
here a
,.;emhled," says ..\Iexancler, ahbot of the Benedictine mona:-:tery of'l"elesi, 
in tliP kingdom of :Saples to king Roger, " that he may can:-e yon so to govern yom' 
kingdom that you may hereafter possess the etf'rnal kingdom. }'or what ùid it 
profit Saul to posse
s the temporal kingdom by divine will, when afterwards he 
]o
t hoth; or what the Roman emrel'Ors Au
ustu
 anel Dornitian, and others, to 
have T(.igned o,-er the univer:o:al world? That you may a\'oid such an end, mag- 
nify and sen"e God, and 
tudy to plea!":e him, and if it be asked in what manner 
a king should govern so a5 to plea:-:e God, we an
wer, a nation is rightl.," and \\,pII 
admini
tered, when by the force of law all wickedneqg is expelled. Rememher 
that YOU bear the name of kinO' in order that all under \'our dominion m:,,' he 
., b . . 
governed with the censure of ju
tice in the bond of peace. Theref()re he prudent. 
brave, and invincible. l\Iorem'el', wit!. all vows we entreat you to be mindful of 
yourcondition, to have ill YOllr mind the Lord your Creator, to know that he is your 
king, who is the King of kings, aml the Lord of 101'(.15, in whose hands are all the 
end5 of ihe earth, who alone is to be feared awl adored, in whom we Ji,'e, and mO\'(', 
and from whoc;:e bounty you IJa,'e all that yon p():o::o:e:-:
_ In the Go
p('l, Truth 
"aitl. to hi
 diciple
, , Siue me nihil pote!":tis f:1cere' ; and if we mu!":t helieve that 
the disC'iples Peter and Paul, \ndrew, and the other apost1e
, without him could 
do nothing, how much more all we who in comparison with them are as nothing! 
Let not, then, thy heart be ever Jifted up like the king of Bahyloll, but rememher 
Ða\'id the holy king, and imitate him, who was lowly ill hi
 own f'ye
, who thoug-h 
pO":O:f'
:-:ec1 of the kin
dom of r ..;rap]. without contradiction, (lanced hefore thc ark 
of the Lord. Follow thi
 humility, that with David you may pass fl"Ol1I 
a king-dom to a kingdom, and from an empire which ends with time, 
may hf' removed to that hea\'f'nly empire in which, with Jesus Christ our Lord, 
yon may de:,el've to reign for evermore."! 


* Sermnnum III. P:lr
 'j t ægid. RomRDus de Regim. PriDc. P. I. Lib. I. 
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To this f('pfl'...('ntation of t11(, kin
l)' offiC'e in the twelfth C<'l'tnry the t
'I)C or 
t'\"er
' otht'l" t'omlitioll W:1S unalogoll:-. III no 1'-tate \\('r(' nU'rt' natural \"irtul'
 01' 
natural motivcs tl(,(,lUl'tl 
lIfIìcielit. c, "'hat hope ha\"(
 III ('r(.haII b "!" a..k
 till' di..- 
cipl(' in a dialogue 3
(:riLl'(1 to Rt. An:-ö('lm. Tht' ma
ter )"('plil's, c'
mall; fOI' hy 
fraud and 1)(,ljury tht')' a('qui
 the gf(".lte4 part of" hat tht,), gnin. no th('
' not 
frpcIIll'ntly \"i:-it holy pl:u'('
 amI gin' grpat alws? The)" do all thi" in order that 
God may iUl'rea:--e tlll.i)' gOO(]", alltl that tl)(')" may prp"PI'\'l' tlll'l11, nllli in tht.
 
 they 
ha\'e their rewarcl; for of :-1I('h I1It'lI it i..; :-,aid, qlli ('onfil)unt in lIIultitlH)ille di\'i- 
tinrum suarum. Like c:}.('C'p tllf'Y 
hall h(' hroll
l.t down, :uu) llmth f'hall fi'('(l 
upon tlll'm. ".hat do 
'ou think.of \"arioll:i nrtitil'f'l"s? Loohing at the clit1ìC'u!- 
til'S of th('ir 1'-tatl', III' r\'plit,
, IH'arly ul1 Iwri...h, ftll' tlal'Y work iniquity, Have 
p1aYl'r:-; amI jt':o.;ff'rs hop"? XOIH': for with illtl'lltion tlu-y are mini..t('rs of 
atall. 
Uf tlwlIl it i:o; 1'-:1i\l, 1\'nm 11011 cogno\"enmt: Deus 
prp\"it t'O
. The nlll111.er of 
the :-.1\"('(1 will hC' few, but Jet Chri:-t \\ ill gathe)' hi.u.l('(.t from )1}pn (lfal1 da. . ':-', 
:1:0:. he laalh ul1'(':ul)" :I",,1111WI] :-.)111" fmm alllon
t thif'\"t."." \\laat 11101'(' 1('
itiJ11ate 
in nature's ('ye than the pur:-uit ofplm"'llre, if it ('an },('(lbt:J.illl'd without illjuring 
uthf'I":'? Yet the ju:--ticc of tll<' eltholic tli:o'Ciplin. wa" not :-ati..fi('cl with tll:1t lim- 
itation, fc,)r cupidity wa..:; llefiu('(1 Ly H.a1.an 
ralll' to hc the (1t'
ire of ('njoyillg any 
thing', not on at'rount ofG()(1.* 
It is relatptl uf _\ttit'u
, that hi
 humanity mHI !!oodn, 

 tlid not 
pring from 
n:1ture almt('. whi('h \\e all ol)l'Y, hut al...o from ll'arning. ,. lie (lill the .... thin!!..;," 
1':1)".. a HOI11:1n authol., ICnot alollc thronorJ. natllrt', hut al:-o fl'ol11 principle; ftH'lw 
had 
o ill1hi1.f'll the prinf'ipl('s of the dlif'f phil ",ophers, that he made U
 of t1H'm 
to tlim.t hi.. life, m)(1 not for the 
'1ke of o..tentatioll. lIe was :l gr('at imitator 
of the mann"r
 of hi.. anf'P...tor.., 31H1:l ]O\"('f of antiquit
., whic'h he \IIH]"f4oocl 
thorou
hly 3nd ('xplain('cl in N..'\'C'ral boo I,;:..;, than \\ hi(.h lIothing <':1U he 
\\( ('tt'r to 
tlw"C who have any d('
ire of h .ing a('cl'laint('() with illu:,triou:-: 1I)('n." )lakillg 
the proper 
ub"tituti(.m", we ma
p !'a)' it W:l... thni with CatllOlit' manner.. in tll(' 
a.
(.... of failh. The fc)J'cc of traditionary dutie..: and mOtI,:.; of life W:lS f(,lt in ('\'('ry 
Tank of ...oeil,ty, 
o that îew ('oulll wholly rf'"i...j i
. "Philp it W:L" thC' (ll
,,(.t of 
ll',ri:-Iator" to e:-,tahli"h a harmon\' bctwPt'n tllP moral (I,,:,till\.' of man :UHlhis 
I)('ial 

 _ J 
com]ition, it W
 felt ao; the honor of f:uuilif':i to transmit from g('n('rntioll to g-('n- 
eratiol1, rule" and cu
tow:-, awl manner>; Mrre...pm)(ling t,) tl1<' (loetrim 
 and I'pirit 
(If tl)(' Catholic Church. Let u
 hnp" that till' ju..ti('C' ami propri('ty whit'h b(.lollg 
tu tht' J!('nuinc m:ullwrs oea CatllOlic :-,tat(', whic'h an' of ('u
tOI11, not of ill\"entiol1, 
I'oeialnot inl)ividual, lIIay IIt'Vl'r he worn out allIl ft)rg-f)tti'n among:"t 1I
, that in 
our cities 
omc few3
('(1 OI\('S may e\'en still be fi.mml in whom the uld timcehide:, the 
new. It is not by a writt(,11 1.IW orpri\'ate !'Pl'C'1IIation tilat (.arly h01lr:", :1:,
it1l1ity 
in the dllll"eh lUoa-ninO' alld e\'enill.r 
im l )licih' alii] 1 )(':1N' ill all tla(' (]t.tail of do- 
o :"', .. 
mestie life, per:o:.olla] familiarity with till' poor, catholi(.it)' in cOllver:-atioll and 


* Uabani )lauri de Institutione C]ericonlm Lib. III. cap, 1:J. 
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h:l.bit
 of living, such as we find it in countries where it is gencralIy diffu:o:.c(l, (';3,)1 
h(1 enforced. It is by the tradition of f:.ullilies3wl the force of common opillion 
and example. Reader, this wi:o:.h will he fill" your..;clf amI fOl' all that ('an makt' 
life dear to you; for after having once hat! experiencc of the supernatural llIan 
ners of Catholic 
ocidy, woulll it not he tearful, like bein;; (jecte(
 fmm Paradi
L', 
and comlllanded to wamler o\"cr a laml of male did ion to be oblirrcd to return to 
, 0 
the cold, monotonollS and uninspiring formalitic:-\ of lJatm'ali..;m or ofrationalism, 
a
 in countries which ha\'e lo
t faith, an(1 to join 
hat society in which, as its wise 
poet compIai ns,- 


-" To-morrow unbelied may say, 
1 come to open out for fresh display, 
Tùe elast!c vanities of 'yesterùay : "* 


which knows of no morning sacrifice, no holy night
, no calm retreats from tIlt" 
worl!l, 110 f'\"(\lIing meditation., in solemn churches, no smiling salutation
 like 
tl1O:,e of the 
pani3rds on entering a hou
e, who usC'd to begin by 
aying, "
\\'e 
)Iaria puri:,sima," no union of the visible and il1\"i:-:ible in CU:,tOlli,; and view:; of 
aC'tinn, no sanctification of hour
, or of enjoyments, of the duties and of the r('gret... 
of life? "Then the sound of the belI which pl'ecede'3 the blessed !'acramf'ut was 
)ward within the theatre" of ::\Ia(hid, spectators and actors all without exception, 
n..:ed to filiI upon their kneE's. TIourgoign, who mcntion
 thi:" add
, 
"that it i
 difficult not to laugh." Unhappy the man, llnhapp:.-, if it 
wpre only because the whole type in his inteIligence must he contral'
p 
to that which yields pure joy to the human heart, who at such a :--pf'cta(,lp has 
!'Illiles atHI disdain to hide instead of tears, and the :-;uddcn mO\'ement-; of Y('nl'r
- 
tion and love. 
The snpernatuml charactf'r of the Catholic morality \Va.., al:,o 8e('n in tlI(' mo- 
tives which promptell it; an<1IICre one might remark how little pr()gre
':) ha... been 
made in jndicial 
'irtue sincl' the days when the dutie., of the Chri
tian magistrate 
were taught by a Capuchin friar, I ves of Paris. "r e find that mcn of the middle 
ages were continually referring to religion f(w the cau
c even of political action
. 
'V'hen Guillaume d(' Yïllardouin \\"a-.; made pri:,oner hy the emt)eror l\Iichael 
Paleologu:o:., he was offered hi:-; freedom, and money to pnr('hase lands ill France, 
if he would renounce his principality of the 1\10r('a. \Yilliam at first prO('cpdel1 to 

how that the feudal system did not leaye it in his power to compromise the 
ri6ht
 of othpr.;:, hut finally he was Ìndul'('d, after a long imprisonment, to 
.ichl 
three town:'Õ to the emperor. Tlw Franc
, however, in the )forea, nwt in general 
as
embly. refu..;ed to ratify the cession. The duke oC Athen" in a nohle !o'peech, 
offered to he('om(' :l. prisoner in the place of 'Yilliam, but pmtested against 
mr- 
rf'ml('rin[!' the hulwarks of the 
forea. "I deplor(' hi
 captivity," said lie, "but 
such a priee for his liberty would endanger the liberty of tbe whole p
ple." 


* Wordsworth. 
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In <'Ondn,ion he us('(l th<'Sc illJpr
ive worll.; in rcferN1Ct> to the example (If 
('hri,t. "Tht' ::--uprenu,' ju
ti('C do
s not will that all :--hullhl be :-al"fifiet.-'tl fOl' lhe 
:-af....ty of oue, hut rather that oue for all :-houlll pl'ri:-.h." Thc t-('('uril)" and l)('
 '_ 
\"Cl"3m'I' of tht' C'atllOlil' ju:--til'e wa:i nuotlu'l' pl"oof tJ.at it \\a... aoo\"t' Jlature. I low 
IlIam" IJll'll are thou.rht to he IIIt'l'k mel'l'h' f. om tla"ir hl'ill'r ill,t'II..ible to the di- 
. 0 . 0 
\"illl' honor, allll nntrit'(l in what re
ar(ls tlH'lll
cln'
. fo the fal.... 1IU'ek, to tllU,e 
\\ ho art' ollly hy lIatun' nu)(lerah' ami pacifi(', 
t. n 'rn3nline of !'it.'nll:l applies tilt' 
prophct.... \\l)rd..
 " rall
e mOlllt'..., I't fUl1li ö aIHlllt:' Only oppO"t' tlwir 0\\ Il \\ ill, 
awl tlat' Il'a,t ('olltf:ulil'tion will I'ai:-l' a t('I11})(.,t wlwr' you thouöllt 1.:1(1 rt'i;;nt'd a 
pt.'rpdual !"l'r('nity. ..(). \\ hat a. prct"iou... booll i-; cndurancc," t'ries )Iarsiliu:i Ficillus 
in Iii.. h,tler to .Jolm C
1\'all'
lUti. "This alone maùe bocr:ltt's the wi,cst of the 
(:n'I.I..,: tlai... i
 ohtaim....1 hy that vit.'w :Hill )"(.1111.l1Ih....1II('c of di\"ine amI d('rnal 
tlain;:.., whid. rl'nlJ.'I":-- all the glory of the \\"orlll \'ain awl vile/' But in Jlothiug 
dOt... the HI}H'rn.ltu....lli"'l\l of th. Catholic IUOf:ll", appear more Cl1IilU'nt than in 
tl...ir oFpo...ition to lhe ... 'n
IUlI i(It'.LI, whit'h, no doubt, ('lrni:-.lac::J th > true explan- 
ation of tht' ('aU
t. of that mortal hate ot111'I'wi
e UlJat.'('olllltahll', with which tbe 
holy Church of GOII ha.. 1.t.'('u al ways ('{'g:ml(.cl h)" the profillJt'. "Tbc oppo:-ition 
of h()(Jy amI . lul;' a
 .:\' (lva1i
 (lh,prn'
, "i:-o one of the I1w...t rt.markahlc amI 
dan
t'r()u
 thillg... 111 hi
tor:' it 1.a.; playt.'lJ a grl'at part."* ".\11 ml'n," he ulJd.., 
"arc ('n
t-Y'("(,J in a perpetual duel."t "Tht're i:o, a :-t'parmion," 3:' Frt'tlerick 
hh.- 

('l r('mark.., "not ml'rt..ly h('t\\"(.t.'n our..('h,p.. :nul the t':\tt'rnal worlel, hut there is 
a di\"i
ion al...o \\ ithiu ourscl\"(.s 31111 in our inmo4 natlln', a :--cparation of con:-('Iencc 
from thoug-ht. Thi. pt.'f\.:ul('s the \\ hole of human lill', hoth 
tal" :lIld families, 
in f:Jth an4J lnowl(>(Ig't',juJ:!rueut aud iueliumions, f('.J..un and will, r
on alld 
f:lI)(,).:'
 ]Tow el(.arly ßH'n iIluminatl.(1 hy holinL

 in the middle ah'i'{'.., had ()i..- 
1'('1"111'(1 \\ hat thi
 philo:,oplH'r 
})4'al.... of, may he witut':o':o'l'tl in tlH' (Iialogut' lwtwel'n 
I:t.a:,on amI CoUst'i('IH'I'. \\ hidl .T:u'opolllis in
rts amon
 his 
uhlillle rh:1p
()(lie:;.
 
Xcither \\ 'rp thp 811l'it'lIt::; blillll to thi.. pheuolIH'nuu. The P).thagorcans u"l"(1 to 
:-JM'ak of a douhle fm'm of human nature iulu'rent frollJ gt'lwratiou, a... if th('ro 
w..r
 :lIlotlH'r anilmil joinN.l to it, anI I IWJ)('C a ('lm4ant ('onkutiou within our- 
:-t>JVt 
.II c.or "II \"idorie..," 'L)"
 Cliuiao;; in Plato, "tlJ(> first amI hcsl is theclHJquer- 
iIIV' oß"'s "'elf , . alltl tht' mo::,t di:"lrracefnl amI llli
c"'.Lble defeat is the bein g con- 

 
 
(JUfJ'('t} by one'!!, .}r." 


"Tn si nnill1nm vicisti, potius quam animus te, 
est qU0l1 gaudea
. 
Qui ßllimnm vincullt, qUßII1 quos animus, semper 
proLiores eluenf." 


So !I)('ak
 I)lalltu
, ** 


.. ::>chrHt
n. Il. 314, t M. II. 28.1. 

 W'udding, Anna], )linnruIII, 111m. \"1. p. 

 
.. Plato de Lrgibm., I. 



 Pbilosopbie der Sprnche. o
. 
I .Jnmh1ich. _\dhortat. ud PlJilusnph. f'3p. & 
.t' Trinum. II.
. 



AGES OF FAITH. 


:;79 


Cicero 
'1)"
, "reliqnum e
t 11t tute tibi impel"e..: f{llamqnarn hoc n(";;eio quo m()(lo 
ùicatnr
 qna:,i duo :;imus ut alter imperd, aher pareat, non in
citc tampIl dicitnr."* 
Frederick Schlegel illustrates his position by referring to the dramatic development 
and representation of thought ill the works of Plato, which ha:; !'o completely 
as
umed the conversational form, that jf the 6uper
criptioll and Ilame of the pel'- 
sons, all adùress and r('ply, aud in general, the colloquial form, were suppres-;cd, 
the whole would nevertheless remain a dialogue, in which every answer 
l1gg{\sts 
a new question flowing on in an alternate living stream of ùiscour
e and r('ply, or 
rather of thought anù counter thought. This internal conversational form is 
(',-"ential to all living thought and to its delivery, so that the connected, uninter- 
rupted discourse of one individual may be assnmed a.5 a conversation.t If we 
follow this dialogue with attention, we shall discover that as far as the sphere of 
morals is implicah.(I, the two contenùing parties which agitate the external world 
are duly represented within our
el\"es. In fact they are found playing the saml:' 
part, taking anù retaking castles, profes!"ing war or treacherous neutrality, over- 
throwing or re
toring thrones within the little world of each man's soul. In this 
spiritual contest they of the holy discipline are all like the Greeks of IIomer. 


Ol6zy åpa ZEVC; 
il(, YEón/roC; i8ro"E italiC; riípac; ro.\vKEVElY 
åpra.\ÉovC; KO.\ÉJWVc;.t 


The regard which the Romans entertained for chastity appears in the laws relfttive 
to the sanctuary of Fortuna 
Iuliehri:o:. 
"In the pagan rites," :o:a)"8 St. Augustin, "it is said there were, I know not 
what whispers breathed into the ears of a few and delivered as a secret }'eligion, 
that chastity and probity of life I'hould be pursue<.I.9 \Yhen and where," he adds, 
"th{')' heard the precepts of sacre<.1 ('elestial chastity we know no1."11 The Greek 
poet styles chastity" the most beautiful gift of the gods." 


6ripYOl 8i J..lE 6rorppo6vya, 
8rop17J..la l(,á.\.\l6roy 6EWY.C; 


But the Christian re\'elation threw a new ligbt upon the lIlysteries of our moral 
nature. "Although," say,; St. Augustin, "there are so many different nations 
011 the e'lrth, living aecording to different rites and manners, amI dis- 
tingui..hell by variety of langnage:'Õ, arm.., alJ(l hahits, p.t tbere are not more than 
two ra('('s of human !'o('iety exi4ing, whieh we may call two citi{'.;; the oue COD- 
si:5t!n
 of ml:'n who live aftel' the flesh, and the other of dlO..;t. who live after the 
8pirit."** 
The pasc;;ions, indero. (!i,'en to ns with lifp, a" long as they remain pure and 
unabu
ed, are nnder the protection of angels; Lmt no light unearthly is required 



 T'1SCUJ. I I. 20. t Id. 60. 
. I I. 26. .. Eurip. :Medea, 633. 


t II. XIV. 85. 
 De f'ivit. Dd, Lih. II. ð. 
** De Civitate Dei, Lib. XIV. cap. I. 
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to ",hu\\ that \\ hen corrnptul or mi:--tlirectl'd, the)" arc 
uhjl'(,tl'tl tu the eUlpire of 
(lælll'1u"" au(I ma(lc the reatl). instrum('nt.; uf ('\"('ry error amI vanit)" that oppuse 
them:-dve.; t.t jU..til'l'. Tim... J"t'3"
111 
um('e-; to t('ada that tlu're i.. 
l virtuous IO\.
, 
amI a gu:lty Ion', a }leruil'ions anger, atHI a hll]Y :lnger, a ('rjmiual pritlc aud a 
1l0Lle :-('I1'e (If (li;;llit)'. But tho
 whom Ch..i:--t hat! J"('pail'l'(! hy the new light 
of his iUlJllol.tality ('ould bee farther. The fii;;ht of Clu'i..tiau bOU]:; was higher 
!-otill; for that heli('( ill millions of 
piritual Cfl'atm'e:; walking the carda ULl
''Cll, 
LotI. \\ ll('n w(' wake :11)(1 \\"11('n we 
h't.p, thos(' ima
('
, tho:o>(' daants, tllO"'e l'a'OWUS, 
amI n Ijtl'laric.:; gU
1f(lilJg tlap soul from tlae poi:--oned :--hafts IIf the i III pm e dæmoll, 
as j( wjlh a Ludd('r of diamollth:,"that de.ll1l1(....:; of Ill'al.t whid, t-ug
('..ts tllat 1'(..... 
,"olted 
pirits mu
t ',-m tu rt,::)emb1c C\'el1 in ..hape :11111 out war.l !'òi
lls theil' bin 
amI pbee of doom oh!o'C'ure alltl f(lul, that affirmation of tile pl"llphl't, "yc al'e 
oJs, 
awl all 
OIlS of the )Io..t IIigh;' tlaat llla
im of tIle Lriglrt :-clloul, "Chri
lian- 
U:j alter Christus," without Juubt pnxIucl.d an illt'al of humanity corn.'
poll(lillg 
to what wa
 in the miml of God lather than to what WeJ..:) in the miml of man. ::'th.u 
of genius like Sir Philip bidm.y, \\ ho lOet them""Clvd, as ill hi", letter to Queell 
E]izal)('th, Hagaill",t papi:-b," ill(lulg('(l tlH'ir imagillation in the ah..t'IIl'e of the 
bt'alltit'.. of the allge1ic ]ifl', hy t,rmin;; the illl'al of 
ell:-\1al ,'xed]l'nt'l', as IIJa)" he 
witlle

'.:ù in his l' -,a)., '.'lItitletl, c. Yalol1l. ..\lIatomizet)." This ha.", 
alway:, been 
amI J1lu4 ever continue the policy of tho:o>,' "IJO attack tire Catholic rc1igion. 
)fatl'rial i., tllll:5 oppO:-ö ,(I to 
piritual h('auty, though th{' fir:-t is imlehte<1 to the 
lattl'l. for the attraction which it u
e
 n
 a 
lIare. .\-4 Xu\"ali:,> rellJar1.:
, "the 
ill('al of mor.llity has 110 lUore ,bugerous ri val than the iJeal of the highc:;t "itn.ugth 
of tiae OIo:-.t powerful life, wlaieh is a]..o terOll'tI the illeal of grcatn. . It Jo; the 
maximum of Larbari..m :" toO foreign to the spirit of the miJùle age:-, that a great 
guidt.. of tIle thirh-cuth ('emu..y Jedan..'ll :t more (1cte
taLle to he illtempemte than 
timid :* "but in tlH.':-e tim('s of iJrl'gular cultivation, it has mall)' :uIla('I't'llts C\"l:n 
:ullitI:o>t the utlllO:--t w('akne:-:-ö. Through thi
 iJeal JUan woul(} :u'tluire a brute 

pirit nnù a brute intelligencc." t ThrGugh this every thing hdongillg to the 
holy <1i:-Öl'ip1iue of faith i:, ecen in a (listortl'd 
hape; "0 mortal lll
t! thou ('aust 
JlGt lift thy hl'aJ above tire waves whieh whdm amI !'ink thee (JoWII...t ..\t 
pr('
t'llt the itlcal of JlUlllanity in thc whole development of human genius i:; 
allima], ill tlae ngl's of faith it was augelirul, fintl this of it:-.eIf i
 quite 
ufficiellt 
to "'
plain the ditJ('rellC'C Lehn'Cn the m
UUH'r:.; anù creations of thp mjtMle :lge"', 
311\1 tho
' (If the nwd..rn civi]i7ation ; fill" till' gr,'at lrert'
Y (lf1aucl. times has l.el'n 
a gro
 upl']il"'.ltion to manners of tile prillt'il'le of Jortlano Bruno, who int'ulcated 
the identifÌt'
ation of God \\ ith natur(', that is, with nature ill ito.; pre
cllt stalt>. 
r.rany of the faithful 
 .em nut to be aware that if they con...i(ler their own idt'al 
by the light of unimpa:,siolled r('a:-'Oll, and ("'('11 hy th:at of the ancient philosoph)", 
they wouM fimI it amply ju:,tifi('(1. Xo\"alis, \\ llo:--c I"t'markable writing may be 


· <Egid. Rom. de Rcgim. II. I. 16. 


t Scbriftcn, II. 285. 


* Dante, lieU, X:\. VII. 
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:;ai 1 tu rcpl'cscnt thc testimony of thc human intclligcnce, say
, ",re must keep 
thc body a
 wcB a.., th..! soul in OUl' powcr. Thc hotly i'i the instrumcnt to furm 
am) nuxlifr thc worIlI; we mu
t s('ek to form ollr hody to all capacities. :\loc.lifi- 
cation of this is the IIlmlifieatiou of the world:'* . The P)"thagorl':l11
 werc ex- 
horted to beware of plea:;ure as of a thing requiring the utmost eaution, the :--ouræ 
amI in4i::;-atOl. of all deceit and 
in.t Ar;stotle :-;aid, that "it is brutish to indulge 
in ddi
ht and sen
ual pleasures, and that 111(' mo
t g(>llerous nature
 yoluntarily re- 
fmin fr"lll them. "t lIe fo'hows that the grand ohjt.ct of \'irtue is to resi:--t plcasure, 
since it is 1'tiJI lUOl'C difficult to fight again..t pleasurc than ahrainst anger, accol\ìing 
II ,. ' ô " l' .", , ", R 
t,) . eracatus íTéfJl c TO xalléíTúJTfpOY aZEl J.:al TéXY11 YZYéTaZ 
az l
PfT1/.;j 
From tilt' works of Plato a sublimc dcfence might be derivec.l fur those ft'atures 
of Catholic morals ,,"hi('h secm mo4 repugnant to the feelings of flesh and hlo{)(l. 

ocratcs, in that magnificcnt pas:;;age at the enù of the Gorgias, where he tlescrihe:i 
thc Pllnishment of the wicket! after dmth, f:ays, "that the 
ouls which ha\'e heen 
defiled with lll:,t amI avarice, will thcn appe:ll' horribly disfigured, a::; if with great 

cal"S and WOUlU)S which these \'ile pa:,sions had left imprinted on them."1! Dill- 
uysius prai
cs the manners of the fir:,t ROlllanson account of their abstemious lif<.>, 
being har(I<'>lH.'tl ag-J.in:-:t all enjoyment of pleasure; and for their ha\'ing estimated 
happille:5:; by virtue not hy fm.tUlu,'.' III expre
sillg his admiration fOl'Romulu:" 
obsen'ïng' how austere he wa
, and how he hated all crime, he concludes with this 
I 1. 1 . '1 1'" " r -. , ß ' , , 
remm' ..au e cxpretjSlOll, Ral 7tOIlJ\1/V fXovõa 7tpO
 TOV
 '1PúJZlwv; IOV
 O}lOlO- 
T1/Ta. ** IlL fact, according to Pimlar it was the boa:-;t of _\.chille..:, the typP of 
heroism, that I
e had been imbued with thc learning of Chiron, amI that he hatl 
pa!'
('(! the fir:,t twenty years of his life in a eaye, where he wa:i educated by the 
('hastc tlau
htprs of the -centaur, to whorn he Hever even uttered au unseeml.,' 
wonl.tt 
"ïthout donbt the heathenllloralist in general knew little of that trial to which 
lIugo of St. \"'lct.Pr alludes, when he sa)'s that youth ha=-- to hear the hurtlen aml 
heat of the dar, materially the weight of bbor amI heat of the 
lln, amI morally 
the weight of carnal fragility and heat of cOIlC'upi:,ceucc.tt Yet Euripides, in 
drawing the eharactel' of lIippol.Ytu
, furnished proof that the Grel'k
 were ml'a- 
blc of conceiving the beauty of such a charaetel' as that of a young man wholl
- 
innocent, unwilling to pollute 1. is ears or e)"Ps with any thing ngaill:,t lllodl':,ty, 
íTup8Évov ,,'vx ' ìv ÈXúJv.

 X:l.y, how well they umler:,tood the import:l.nce of 
guarding the sense:; with a view to the presen'ation of :'oll<'h virtut', )\la
' be collcc- 
ted from the double signific:l.tion ofth'e word "Opt/ with the Greck
, :l.IHI tlip allianCt' 
between pupillæ and pUimlæ with the Latin:,. "
e, indeed, ha\'e ahundant tt,:,timon- 
ies from ancicnt authors, to theexcellenC'eof many of thc 
upcrnatural features of 


* Scbriften. II. 1:)'j. 
* Elhic. Xic. Lib. Ill. cap. 10. 
.,. A.ntiquit. Roman. Lib. II. c. II. 
tt De Claustro Animæ, Liù. II. 14. 


t JambHch. de Pythagoric. Vita, cap. 31. 

 Id. Lib, II. 3. I Plato, Of'nrgia
. 
"''''II. c. 24. ti Id. P),th. OÙ. IY. 
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Catholi(' lI1:mUf'r", (lurill
 the n,res of filith. C'iwro, nfh'r nll\1(liu
 to the internal 
(liyi:-;iou whic'h iu,'ol\"t.:::; till' IIt'L"t.,:-..ity (If :--clfgon'I'IIJlU'Jlr, add.., "E..t ill allimi:, 0111- 
lIimn ff'rt) lIatura 1I101ll' (Ini(ldam, ()Pmi..:-:um, IHlmile, l'lIt'rvatulll, quodalllllllH.lo t t 
lallgnillum, s..nilt.. =-,i lIihil aliwl. nihil (,:"..(.t homim' defi,,'rniu... "* _\ lul yl't this 
i... \\ hat tlU' 1110l1t'rn :--ul'hi:"t:"t wouM tl'a..h youth to fi,llow! "..\rriaJlu,,; )Iaruriu:-- 
t'..t princ'('p:--," :--:1Y"; Pliny, "qunlll (li('O Prill(,('p:-" 11011 de faenltatihu
 IO({'lOr, "'PII 
cle c:a",titah', ju..titia, gmvitatl', prtltlt>lltia."t The ancit'ut philo...oplH'ro; C'"('II :1(1- 
mit expre:--..]y the IIl,<'C:,.",ity uf p1a(.in:; lUorals upun a ..up(.rnatural h
bis, amI of 
illlpartill b lI1otiy(,..; to aCLion higher than thl' IUrre princ'iplC-i of hUlllanity. '.
11"- 
1"0 tllon
.dlt it u"l.ful that l)l
lvl' 11'( 11 :-llOuld f:1Iwy t]ICI11:"..I\"(... "'Pl"lllll:; from tlH' 
I!od... .. flU' hum:lII mill<l;' he 
licl, "in ('on:-('(III<'II('(' of tllat pt'r...na..ioll, woul(1 
ll!1t1I'rtal,e 
r<'ah'r thilw", pU.....llt' tll<'l11 \\ illt more llI'dor, aJld pt'l"ft'(.t them with 
grC':lI('I' fi']icity." \r e no \\ here I1H'...t \, it:1 all illt'a of morality iml('p('n(lt'nt of S:.l('- 
rifìc'(' and the fc.lr of tIle I".ity. U('rlJlil'pth :-a
's that Chiron the Cel1tanr fÌn.t 
Il,d tlae racc of lUol"ta];o, to j U:-ot i("(), h'a('1a i IIg t 1at'1Il oat h.; ulld pmpit iator)" 
ac'rifi('t.:--. 
J t i..; a 
in
u]ar fat't, tllat ('\"('n (cll' tfa' ill..titutioll of conft.:-:--icJI), appart'ntly!'n 
1)(').,)ß(IIJlortal ken, tIll'n' might be t,...timonil' pruc.]u '(,.1 from ollie of tlat' ancient 
pililo
oplll'r... 1',ato c'nforc(":'Ò th' duty of òi",clo:"illg one':) !o-ill Hlill injustice to 
otlH'rs j awl Phnan.h :-pt..lld a..; follo\\:", in hi..; tl.(.:lti
(' (utitl,.(I, "How to Iwr- 
c'c'i\'c' OIlt"tI Pro
r(':--s in \ïrttw." "...\
 for tho..(' \\ho ,'oluntarily give tlH'm- 

(.Ives up to tlac llH'n that \\ ill rl'lu'u,"C thell1, \\ 110 l'(JI)le
 tlH'ir c'rror;o;, awl \\ hn 
Ji:--('Io
 tJU'ir 0\\ n po\"(.rty, not ht'ing at l'.l,:,C until it he l..no\\ 11, not wi..hing to he 


'Crct, hilt '(Jnf
..ing allll prnying tho"
 who r"pro,'(' :lI1f1 allmoni:--h them to prc- 
fo,('rihea rt'l1w(ly, 
u('h aCOll(llwt i
 ('t.rtain].,. 1I0t .()Il(' of tht' wor:--t !o-ign"'i of all1el1(1 
mellt awl of progre"
 in \'irtue." 
To tlai:) ,livint. princ.iple, whi(.h prlH.lu(,t'd !'-U..!l an influelJ('C on Catholic man- 
ners, uur altt.ntion mu:-t now hc c1ir('Ct ..1, which is:1I1 inquiry that" ill not le.1(1 us 
a...i.Ic from the path of:1I1 hi..tori:lIl j rc'r the Il'al"l)('(1 S('otti, in hi.; Tht'ory of 
Christian Po]itic':-:, remark.. jusd
., that it i.. often 1I('('c;o;..ary filr :l \\ rikr on 
t'i vii 1;0\"('l"lIm('l1t to enter upon (lod ri nal (Ii:--eu....ion:--, :1.... in till' very in
talll'e which 
('ails for th:1t 01 . 'l'v3tion, wherc he biIOW"; the utility" hieh thl' 
tatc dcriy(.c; from 
tllc cloctrill(,
 of purgatory a1)(1 incJulgC'nce. Thf'rf' is 110 Ili
toriall or Charlc..; the 
Fifth, \\ ho 11:1'" 1I0t 1)(>( Ii oh]igt'c:1 to noti('C the cUl'iotl
 pt.tition of hii Luthemn 
:-lIlljc.('t..., that h)' hi.; impt'rial authority 111('11 might he ('om pc IIt.(1 to rt'tm'll to the 
:1I1l'it'nt c1i,,('ipline of c'(lI1fl.....ioll, when t'xperielll'c )1:1:i tau
ht thf'rn that it.. abnlition 
produ('c
l a vi..ib]e Jelerioration in morals, fin(1 oP<"II('11 :1 pro:--p(>('t of interminable 
l'\-ils to 
o('iety. To this point no\\, r(.ader, let us therefore turn, antI mark ho\\ 
jll..:t God (Iecrccs our dt'bts to be e.1lll'ellcù. 


"" Tuscut. II. 


t EpbL. Lib. IlL 2 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


r ,x the symbol of our faith, immediately after the commcmorntion of the llOlv 
. . l r 
 Dl c
HI1'ch, \\

.fÌ1
d menti
n made of the remi:,:Ú{)n of 
ill
, l
eeau:,(', :1:<; tit. AllglI:- 
f r 
 till saY
, It IS on]v lU fact 1)\' mcans uf the H'IllI:,Slon of 
lIlS that the 
, 
,,, "" , 

 
u church on earth can suLsist."* Chri
t in
rirm(,(1 the 
ael"ament of peni- 


! tential confc:,sion, and ga\-e to mell a PO\\"<'l" whi('h belonged not to the 
,!. angels, and which equal1ed hi:; own, :-:ayillg, ".\s my Father :o:endeth me, 
80 sentI I you; whose sins you forgive, they me fllr;;in'll; :11)(1 WIIO:'<' sins youre- 
tain, they are retained;" word
, which tllough 1I('\'er illtel"pn'(('d but in one sense 
by the Catholic church, haye YÌ!"ibly embarraß8ed tllf' great writers of uther schools 
from who.;;e commcntaries no one can a!'ccrtaill what tlH'Y thought re
pecting them, 
:uul who probably, indeed, had not a elml' idea tlll'lll:,eln's (If what till')' would 
maintain. The Catholic church, as the :\13:4('r of the Sentellcl's !-'ays, lIas nlwa)"s 
claimed and exerci
ed the power ofhinding all<lloosing, which power is permitted 
to prie
ts alone. "Rightly," saith Ill', "dOt's thc church which ha::) true prie
t
, 
claim this authority, but heresy cannot claim it, which has 110t true l)rie
t:-;."t 
Somc h
\Ye que
tioned the 1l3ture and method of confes
ion ill the 
priruiti\-e church, but it IS clear from St. C)"prian, that mcn 
then confessed their thoughts.t ::\IiulIciu:-: Felix, addre
:-;ing the i(10]3ters, 
;;ay", "3pud nos ct cogitare pcccare e
t; \'os, con..;cios timeti
, nos etiam collscien- 
tiam 
o1am, 
inc qua e:",
e non po:,..;umu
." It appmrs al:-òo that COu\'el'ts from 

wre:-iY, like the 01(1 hermit I
idore, in the parly church, u:,(-'(l to confe:-:s the horri- 
blc secret sacrileges whieh they cOlllmitted again
t the hll's:'l'd f'(l('rament.
 t
Gra.ve 
\>'ulnus e
t." j.;a'":i St. _\uO'u:-;tin "]ethale , IUortif('flllll . , H'(l omni l >oteus mediùus."11 
I _ 0' 
"

o one," 
3YS Ûrigen, "mu:-òt h]u
h to indicatc his 
in to the priest of the lord, 
ntHl to seck the ruedicilll'."';- 
""
hat doth it !-ignify," say:;; 
t. .A\mbro:,c, "wh('lher hy p('nitence or by the 
\Vft:;;hing of hapti:,m; tll(, prie
ts vindicatp thi:-: right grant('(l to them? it i
 ,.me 
a
)(1 the 
ame J))\.:-;telT ill hoth for the llalllC (If Go<l worketl1 in } >cllitence, u!-. the 
". , 
gtnce of my"terie:-; in hapti:,m."** f't. C'ypri3n 
pf'ak
 (If ('\"cry hne con(('!II"ing his 
sins to tlIP prie
ts ;ft hut after the fourth COllncil ClfL3tel"an, confl's
ion became 
Inorc frequent among thc f3ithfnl, and ('hiefly hr weans uf the exhortation of the 


· Enchith1. cap. XYII. t Lih. IV'. f'entent. distinct. 18. 19. t Tract. (le Lapsis. 

 Sopl1ronii Pratum Spirit. cap. XXX. I Serm. ('(,(,LI!. ... Horn. II. in Levit. 
1i<*Liù. I. ùe Pæniteutia.. cap. 8. tt Dc Laps:!:>,)::II. 
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r('gn1:.r ('I('r
y. "
h('n D:111tP was :&t Ib,"'nna, the laity Wl're .ulmoIlÎ:-;hcd hy the 
d
'('rl'l':; uf Haill3hlo tll(' ardlui:-hop, to Ila'"c J"('('oun..e to the :-;.;u'ralll('llt:-; at I('a!-.t on 
('ight fl':4iyal-; in till' )"l'ur,* Lut this \\"a:-, Illerd)' fixing a tninilllulll, to 3:'l't'rtain 
who were worthy of thp 11&111)(' of Chri
tial1:-'. "llt
n the !lumber of l'ollfe
-;or' \\as 
ill('rt'a:--NI, it 1)('(':1111(' (':\pl"C.lil'lIt to compile hook., for their guitlum"C, Hleh 3" tlac 
COllfc:,....,iollal of 
t. BOII:l\"l.!)tUI'a, 31hl thl' :,UII1 of 
t, IbJlJlolld of }\'1I1l3fert; 
though tlU':,t' wt'rp lIot altogt'tlu.r :l lIo\"elty for pl'nitf'lItia]:-- of t]1(' higlH'...t ulltiq- 
lIit
. may h(' f(lUiul ill Y3riou",,('olll"C.'tioll:--. By Illl':ms of the"" , \\orks tilt, prit.:,t, 
"ithout heill b ohligl't.I to rL'Cur to the C31l0IlS, h.ltl c\'ery "hl.'rE a ...ure rule l
JI' Ilis 
('oll(lll<"t ill the important 3ction ,f im1'o:,illg till' pCllunL'C 3pplOpriate to l"3ch r-in. 
TI
 modcrn:--, ill ('OIull'lIming Look:i (If this kiIH1, had ng:lill
t them CYell thei" 
0\\ n 1I10:--t 
tt"'Cnu.tI :mthority. "I ('olllnH'w] mu('h," ..ays Lord naeon, "the lle- 
(Inrin
 (Jf the law (If noel to ('3:-.('s (If ('()n:--('il'IJ('(' "t 

t. Ibymol1ll the ])uminicall, in tll(' thirt<'l'lIth Cf'ntury, may upollthe whu]e Lc 
('oll:-itlen'lI a.; :lIIthor ofth(' fìr4 
Ulll of moral tIH'o]og'Y. IIis work W:lS ('
('clll'nt, 
hut in 
nh
('(plt'nt timl':', mauy writl'r:-- \\ ho IIIHll'rtook to furm :-illlilar eolk'Ctiolls, 
trl'utl"C.I thc 
ul
ed in :-;ueh a malllH'r :Ii to pw\"oke the (,('lI:-Urt'S of the dlUreh. 
)IahiJIon M'rup]{'(IlIot to prpf('r to 
()mp of tlH'1ll thp Look (If Ci('('ro <If' ()ffi(.ii....+ 
In t
li
. }Il)\\f'yer, hc J"(.fprrol to oh-.('urr (,()lIIpil:ltion..., for the U('('u...atiouc; which 
a ('eldmlh'(] p1ai]o
oplwr adtIIIN'l] .l
lin...t 
Olllt' of the lIohI('
t alltl 11104 perfect 
t r('ati:,e
, \\ ('re IlllgroIllH]t'l] all\1 ealuflllliou:-. 
The Pere Dallie], in rep! y to tIll' prm'i Ileial Jt.ttcr:-" }la...: ('011 \.ietl"C.I Pa...;cha] of 
}Ia,.illg fu]sifil'(l the text of the author... which he quot{'(l. ()f ha,'illg a
ribed tu 
tIU'1l1 tlae Opilliolls whit'h th(')" propo:-.t.'ll only for the purpo:-"L of refutatioll, und of 
ha\"illg ('ondl'fllnt'll :1:0; 11O\"eJtie:i the ,lort..iu('.., of ttlt' holy f:ltllt'r :111(] oflhe 
ript- 
lIrt'. A.....un.Jly :-w'h lIl('n a
 .\701', 
uare.l, Y'a"'C]uez, L.....siu..., al)(] 
:lIld}t'z. nl'(,ll- 
(.(I 110t the light of ]'ort ]toyal to njL'Ct the :atrociou:-. errors which hc delloUnCt.d 
wi t h :-ll<'h (.lo(l'lcn('('.
 Till' 'r :lff.hion..... of 
3h]é, w hn was th(,11 (:11 com pa
:-l"C.] 
hy it, a:--b'\1 Pa:--('hal on one ()('('.a..ion, if in rt.ality Ilc wa
 :-ur(' th.lt all he hal] 
\\ ritt('n a.raill:--t tIlt' .J(':--uit:o; W3-; jll:-t? To wllOl11 }IC r('1'lietl, U Tla3t it wa
 fi)f 
th()::)C who furni:'{"C.1 him with tit' IIlclllor:uub Oil \\ hich II . work('(] to l'xaminc that 
point, :nul not fi'r him who (1itl lIothing hut arr..lIIg.. the lilatcrials "hieh \H're 
p1a('('(1 in hi... I.all(]...." This i:-.. that !--a
Y'(' 
uhlimr, the r('lIown of \\"ho:,(' J!rmt 1I:II11C 
}Iath (.t'luw(1 through tlae worl(l, a..: if tIlrflll..::h lai"" lip..;jll..ti('e h:1Il Oll('e a "oi('" on 
('arth. :Xow, let his <l1
('ip]c:; :-ay wlwthcr ]IC llel.'lIl'th lIothing hut their 
pr:u....,. 
Of puhli(' pc.nanre, there are uwmor:lhlc ('xamplcs in history. 1'''}'(' Fahian 
f'Io
'(] tIlt' ('hur('h (1001'S ng3in:--t the ('1111'<'1"0" Philip, :t..; (lit] St. ::Uartin a;;aill:-t tIle 
Emperor )bximlls, St _\.mhrusc agaill:-:t Thl.odu:-:iu:" am] St. Germain again...t 


· IIil'rnn. nllhei ITi!;t. Rann I.ih. YI. 
t Dc Studiis )[unast, Purs. II. C..lp, VII. 


t .Advancement of Learning. 

 Entrt'licns d'1:11110'\.. . t .!., (':, nndre 
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King .Aribert, until tlH'Y were ræonciled and made public confession. Louis Ie 
Dcbonnaire asked permis.;ion to pcrform public pPl1ance. It was then for the first 
time siuee the early exam pIt's, that one 
a\\" dIP great spectacle of the ,'ohmtary 
humiliation of a mad i n n

re<l with tbe 
upremc power. "This," says l\Iichelct, 
"was a new era of moraliry, thc acc

ion of con
cicl1ce." Xeverthcless, the brutal 
pril1e of men blushcd fOl' royalty at the humble confe&;ion which it l1lade of its 
own weakne:-:s; * al)(l there have not been wanting historians in modern times to 
CUIl\'ert such cX:.1Inpll':', and, indeed, the whole di
cipline of penitence, into ground 
fur acclt:-,ing tlH' clergy of tyranny and pride, forgetting the obvious truth which 
Plaro den.l()p
, that it is not consistent with nature that the pilot of a 
hip 
should a
k t be con
en t of the sailors to be directed by them, nor that the wise 
Rhoulll go to thc duor of the rich. 
\lld he who can ò.eliver such conceit:;, adds 
the great philo:'iopher, lips; hut nature commands that if a rich or a poor man be 
siek, that he shoulll go to the door of the physician; anel, in like manner, what- 
ever is to be directell, rnu:,t apply to those who are able to direct.t 
Already, in anotber book, ha\'ing spoken of the penitential exercises observed 
during the age;, of faith, thel'e is no occa.::;ion to dwell at present on the historical 
view of this 1'nl
eet; It.t us pass on, therefore, to philosophize briefly r('
pecting 
the ath'antages of this institution, and to consider the objections to which it has 
giv(.n ri
e. 
"'hat is the state of man ?-a wayfarer on earth, a member of the 
rilitant 
church, left wirh libert)", called to perfection, encompa.:,:,ed with ob
tacles, and 
having a t\Yofi)ld evil to combat? "That is the probability of his obtaining that 
prize which i:'i for the few who conquer, and of his heing admitted to those re- 
gions of purity and imperi
hable joy ill which nothing that is defiled c.1.n ever en- 
ter? Let lIS hear the 
xiom of the middle ages, "Quidquid fit contra coll'Cien- 
tiam ædificat ad gdlennarn."! Y ct S1. Augustin makes a reflection btill more 
appalling than thi,-; uf Innocent. ",... æ peecatis hominum," he exclaims, "qui 
o- 
la inu<;;itat
 exhorr{'scimu..:, usitata vero, pro quihus abluendi" Filii Dei sangui.; 
effu
ni'; p:,t, quamvis tam magm 
int, ut omnino claudi contra sese f:.lciant regnnm 
Dei, 5æpe videmlo omnia tolerare, 
æpe tolerando nonnulla etialll tàccre co- 
gimur:'
 
8t. Clemen.::; ...\..lexanùrinu..; quotcs an ancient poet, saying, 


Ò tHus dvfjpm7t'ozr; Àoy'ópov ICdp''Jpov ðEÌraz 7råvv. 

GjPEV àpzfJJl
 la::l Àuyzúpc;. ravra yàp c5

El f3poroM. 


and, again, what i:'i more remarkable from a Gentile, 


ov ydp /fv'Jpm7ror; rlxvav EVP', (J ðÈ ()EÒr; ravrav tpipEI 
ó ôi YE rà,,(Jpw7!uV Àúyus 7!
tpv,,' à7r(
 ru;; (JEiov Àúyov.1 


· llist de France. T, 
r;
. t Dp TIppllh. Lih. VI. 
* Innocent Ill. iu cap. 
itteras de Rest. SpoL 
 Enchirid. 
p. 'iO. I Stromat. L1IJ. V. 14. 
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It iä cven so. u
ran has not judgment to dire('t his life," RO Richard of f't. 
Y1etor saith. "The c{lJalit,)" of works (I('('eiv" him, 11-; whl'n the prophet !'a)"!', 
,'T æ qui dil'itis bonum malum et malum bonum.' And he errs nl
o in his e"ti- 
lnat(' (If cplantity, to "hich tlw P"almi
t alhulp..., whf'n h(' 
aith, '
I(,I}(l:wP'1 filii 
110minum in f-tateri:--, ut (l('(.ipiant ip,i lie \"auitate in id ip
um.' "lw" ill find 
me ß lUall that Ill'V 'r (.'rrs in hi:-; l."timat(' of qnality 01' of ({t,antity, "ho i:i n('\"('r 
l'ircl1mvl'lItN} IIY the O('('l1patiull-walking in darklJ(' -? \\llo Il<'ithcr \\ i:-Ill'
 to 
be III 'i\"(
d nor to d('('('i\'c? TIut whel'c call man attain to this òPgrl'(' of judg- 
lIIent, whill' ill\.oJ\"(-.c.l in <.brklll':'s and llweIIing ill thc I'pgion of the ..hadow ùf 
dl'ath? Truly tlw.. is impo
!"ihlc. {(Ir ('\.pry man, 
o IOIl
 :I
 the <larkIll'=--
 r('
ts on 
the f:Lee of the nhJ
:-;, until 11. \\"110 ('(lmnulI1d('(1 thc light to 
hill 'ont of darkllf'''
, 
emitting hi... light nnd truth, 811
11l lx'gin to divide light froUl dad.n' ", 
1I1l1 tu 
make cvening nm} monling, ill order th.1t Illall m3Y be able to di..("('rn gO()(} from 
l.\'il, alllI e\'il from guud, 
ood from hcttt'r, und e\'il from wor
l', hdter from be...t, 
U!HI wor:--e from wor
t? "
itllOllt f'lIp<'rnatul":ll hl'lp 1IIl'II (':.mllllt lII:lk.. 'the fir
t 

tl'p in the way of di;o,<'rctioll,' whil'h i
 to jll<l 'N' h('t\\"('..n <lay mul night, that j
, 
hctwCí'n good and c,'il. JIo\\", \, it hunt a lx'r:o.onal mill :llIthorit:ltiv' npplimtion 
of the unerring te'\:t madc through the 
(,r.1D1ent of p('n3l 1 ('(', ('".111 they hope to 
nJakl) the ;,,('('On(l, bt'tWI'f'U IJight awl nig-ht, or wor..(' :nul ('\'il, wo..
c ali<I WOl'!"t; 
till' thinl, lx.twl't'n day allel day, thi:-. i..., 1,(.tW(('1I guod HlIlI hdlt'I', bl'ttcr 3wl h('st; 
tll(' filtu.th, \\ hil'h is to judg(' ('\'f'r)" night (lr to kllow what i... (':1('h sill; 311<1 the 
Jjfth, \\ hi('h is to jtUlgf" ('vc"Y (13,'.' or to ....timate jll!-tlJ e\"er)' virtue ?"* h E\'ery 
lumr ," ('01. t iuu
 this gn-at ph il(,;"oplaer, ")'{'a, (aeh momeut we are dl'L'('i \"('<.1 in 
our e:->timation of thin
-, :llllllll'eaking the' rein., of l-qllity we rllllloo:--e of om' <1('- 
:o.II"{':-;. SO moderation, no ccrtain JH(..l....u..e is PI"{.
(.f\.l,(I, while thc mind i:o. iru- 
pdled to and fro, 3.i in a whirlwillll, hy the impuh.c of tit, fle
h. From tile 

ole (If the foot tu the ero" n of the hcacl there i.. 110 ..oUlulu(I'.... I lappy the time, 
and llt'!"irnhle the hour, when no IOI1
('r will an)" thought be de('Ci\'l>Ù in its ('Ànru- 
ination, any afil'l..tioll hridl('(l in ib d....if(.
."t 
_\
:Iill:-t th<' l1allge
 of thi
 !-'tatc of mall, ('XI)()
'(I to the irnpl1be of llis 0\\ n 
It(",.lrt and to the actioll or nn ('xternal !ò(1.Iul'l'r, the Catholic church has },<'('n pro- 
vided \, itla a rem(.<1y in the F
lcrnm('nt of confi.:--,ion, by which I1U'U arc not alone 
luo
('(l Lut dirl'Ct<.1.) 311<1 :uh'j..('d. The pri(.
t. h:lII 3jIH1iciai powcr ",upcrnatnrnl, 
but, lx.side" that, he \\"3" in a po...ition from which hp cou1l1 determine what was h('
t 
fur the l lenitcnt \\ hu for himself micTht never have been nLle to llctermille with 
, 0 
justice, ...iD('(' his mind would still be a wirror that refll'cted only him
elf. ..\1 ways 
provi(]l'll with a ('('rt3in,' po
iti\'e rule of jtHlging, the prie....t had a knowledge of 
IIUlllall nature, Jx.)'uucl what cuuld be PUSSl':,--;(..'<.l hy other meD. 


.'Oftf'n too. 
Through the long experience of his d&)'I..., 


.. Hichal di R, Yictori... de f=:tntu Intt'rloris IIom'nis, Lib, I. 1. c. 2:;. 2ft 


t Irl. T. 1. c. 84. 
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Which bad in many fortunes tos-.erl heene, 
And past throug-Ii many perillous assaycø . 
Be kn
w tbe diverse \\ ent of mortal1 wayes 
And in the wind
s uf wt:n had great insight; 
Which with sagc counsell, when they w
ut u!>tray 
He could enformc. nnd them reduce aright 
And all the pas
ions heale. which wound the weaker Fpri
ht."* 


'ViII you hear those who speak from experience? "'V oe to the man," cries 
Silvio Pellico, "who rlject8 conftssion, and who in on1er not to appear vulgar, 
tLiuk,:; himself obliged to treat it with sarcasm. Is it 110t true, you ask, that 
as every olle 
y:s, one ought to be good, it is u
le:ss to hear it repeated wilhout 
ceasillg? that medirotion and reading suffice to the wanL; of the bOul? :Ko; 
the burning word of man has a power which neither reading nor meditation pus- 
se:-
. The soul i
 more ruoVE.d by it, the impressions from it are 1U00'e profound. 
Tile \'oil'e of a brother hath a life and an applic-aLility to the lUoment which we 
do not fiml either in our own thoughts, or in our hooks."t You find this myso 
tery explained in the 01<1 verses of Alanus de Illsulis- 


.. Diversi.; divtrsa valent medic;Lmina morbis: 
Ut variant morbi, sic varianlur ea. 
Non UIJO doctrina moùo 
e m
ntibus infert ; 
His timor. his monitb. his adhibetur amor." 


Spenser paints the spiritual phJsician in the act of administering to the diseased 
soul : 


.. Then gan the palmer thu
, · most wretched man 
That to affection does the bridle ]enù : 
Iu their beginning they are weak and wan, 
But soone, through suft"rance, growe to fcare(u]] enrl. 
Whilt's they are weakc. belimes with them contend.' "t 


But what is to be f'aid of that examination of the heart, and ofthat s
rutiny ofH'cret 
sins, which the practice of confe::!:-;illil implied, and which the mooerns rf'pre
ent 
as injurious to the freshne
 and purity of the miml ? There are not wanting 
books to enable us to determine this question practically ;
 hut in rel:ltion to his- 
tory, we can best an
wel" it from cl)n
ulting the writers of the middle ages. 
Htwo of St. Yictor dp\"elo l )inO' that ever\" mall is in E
\. [ )t lw the con
idt1ration 
o , .0 ., .......,.. 
of himself, in the land of I
rael by the contemplation of G()(l, and in Jmlf'3 hy 
the edifi('atÎon of his neigìtÍ>or. says, '''it is n
pful to fly into Egypt, and behold the 
darkness of our infirmity. that the mind may not swell. And if the 
child Jesus, and his ""îrg-in l\Iuther be with U!o', the darknc
s will not overwhelm 
u
; but though we f'honJcl walk throng-h the mid4 of the shadow of death, we 
:shall fear no evils Let us flv then into E(1 ) , [ )t and remain there till the Jeath 
. ," ð' 


* Spenser, VI. 6. t Le Jrie Prigioni, cap. LXXXIV. 

 Vide DrexeJii Trismegistu!: ChI bthnus. lie Cn itu Con
ciel.1tiæ. 


t Book II. 4:. 
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of JT('roc1, till tlu' (,IHI ofour prille and our e1:ttion."* ITo\\' gre-J.t i
 the inc-oll:-i;,telwy 
of lUen ! Tho." . whu ul
e('L to the !-fcrmin)" of the heal"t in the :o-<'Crets uf cl)nfl'

ioo, 
3
 a mr..lll::s of :ul\"alu.ing to p(.rf('('tion, a 1'(' gC'l(-'raIl
' the vI'I"Y per:;olls whu arc ad- 
(1il't('(lto n.
ting in that view ()fthl'm.,d\"t:
, without an)' fi1rther ohj<.(.t thall to 
illdulge in the \"ain plrosure or the !oullen di"COntent in!-piI'CÙ Ly \\ hat they find 
tlll'rl'. This was a \\('akn(':o--- awl n (langeI' foreign from the C:uhoJie mOr"J.lit}.. 
TTmicr its illflu"nce Jl1('n (lill not \\ rite books to paint th('m...('h.p
, in urder that 
tlH'ir image migllt he thell a(lmiml and adore(l hy other:--. (;011 onl)' \\'a
 to be 
:ulol"t.'ti in the ht'art of man.t E'.l'n fi,l' good th(.y did 110t 1"e:--t ill 
elf-c(Jntl'l1Il'la- 
tion
. "Upturn to )'oursdf," :-":
's Hi('h:ml of Ht. Y'ietor, "Ulul hPf'p your l)f.art; 
hut wo(' to )"oU, if JOU ("I'main ther'(', in...tl':HI of pa:'l'ing 011 to spd" tIlt' hi:.,dl(':o-t guoù, 
which i. G,.<1. Pa:--' Oil ; (le:,pi
 · you
df, amI you will realize the (kparture of 
Israel out of Fb
"pt:.t 
TIlt' human heart i:i nn ahyc:s of m)"
ter'", if you will only credit IIo01er, who 

ay
, ,. 'fany things Oh:'Cllrt., Tllt":-tori(lc
, hut :lOught oh",(-'uf(-r than the mind 
of man t
 Ulul \\'1.:1t (lan rt'r:-. nri
\ frolll it no one 11('('(1 he tolt1. ,re have to 
('unft'lilinot only ngain:o-t tll<' p:l:,:--i()n
 of the hody, but a11'0 again.,t tho
e of the 
minc1. "In lihidine ......(., Pi ('{-atum (....t etiam "iuc efièctu." This i,!) what en-n 
the Gt'ntilc JI\()raIi
t affirllu-c1.\! "The fir
t study of a manly mind." baYS 
Hil'hanl of St. Yictor, "ought to lIe how to gm"('rn it.. atfì.etions; 311<1 tll(' !"('corul, 
how tu romlllalHI its tlwu;!ht:--." "\\110 ('an wo'1hiJy uppn.')l('fI()," he('ontill1H''', 
"who (-an ...ufficiently 
timate, who c.l()(.,!) not tremble with a\\c and ndllliration, 
when 11
 ron!o=iders that multiph.x volubility of hum un thought, that rc!"-tle:--s and 
ullwe.uied \"f..10('it)" whi('h tra\'el':"t s 
I) m:m)", /'-0 various, sU<.,1t infinite thin
, 
which rl':'f... no llour, no nWIIlPnt (If tinw, \\ hich flies with f-u('h h:l:--te through so 
I11m'h "'paL'C of 1()(
lity and of ugl'
, to which every where opens f-U ea:,)" a pa
:-;age 
from the highest to the lowC,!)t, frum the lowest to the high{':-t, from fìr
t to last, 
nnd from last to fir...t ?"** ,rhat I1L'Ct.1 of a \\ iðC, 3I1<} :-tca(l
", am1 3cti\"e p('r
onal 
(lir('('tion, and \\'ll3t a !'chool of wÎ!'ò(lorn IIlny the mind 1)(. m:l(l(', which is the 
J.t 
of 
ueh ;\(Imirab1e faenltit.... ? "The min(I," c.;ays Rich:ml of St. Ylctor, "knows 
nothing hettel', nothing more certain, nothing more :->uLIirue, than what it learns 
h)" e>..perienCl', anli ppr]l3pi thi::, ii the propc.' nnd "'})f'Cial, :mù above 311, mo
t 
8uhlime mode of l('arnin
, in tht.. pow('r or the 
olll. when we prO\'e a thing hy 
our 0\\ n experiencc."tt Ileal' how the....e men pr(':--crilx-cl : "There c,001(';o; into your 
mind," tia)"s St. Augu!:)tin, "an unlawful "llghrestion? It is the berpent's hem}: 


.1I1J
O 
. Viet. ex 'li RCPlJ an. Liv. III. 60. 
t )Jalebrnnche. Hc'cherche de In Verité, Liv. II. c. 5. 

 Richardi S Yicwri:. tle Ex[crminahone ,M"lJi, Par'! I. TrRct. I. 6- 

 Epi
. VI. I ('jcero. de Finihus. Lib. IIl.Q 
· HiC'hard. S. Viet. de Enulitione nominig Interioris, Lih. I. c. 2. 
.. Riehar<H 
. ViC'turh. ch. f'nntemplationc', J.. III. c. 21- 
tt Dt' EruditioDI" III/minis Iulcril/ris. Lib. I. c. 2. 
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treatl on it, and )"011 will e
('apt'. But it 
peaks of gain, great gain, much gold: 
yon will be rich fOl' ('\"l'r! I ( i:; the :--erpellt's llead: tread 011 it. Perish the 
worl<.l':; gaill, rather thall that a !'oul be 10:'1."* Thi:-; is what 
t. Bencùict ill his 
rnle l'
prc..
es, by da
hil1g c\"i] thought:; in t]lcir eommcucemeut agaiu:--t the 1'0('1\: 
which is Christ, according tu the prophetic a(lmollition of the P:-:a]mist. "
\gain;' 
:,aith If ngo of 
t. Yietor, "mallY seek :,cicl1ce, but few {'on:,cil'ncc; yet if they 
wun]t] :,cck l'OIl"'cicII{,
 with as much ;,tmly and ::;olicitllde a:5 they do 
ecular al1l1 vain 

ci('nce, it would be 
uoller acquired, and mure IbèfnIIy retained; fur to think with 
Cll1l
l'Ïencc j:; C()nSUIHllwte sell:-'l', and 

lVillg the rc\'(
r<.>nce of wi!'tlom, it i:5 more 
lI:-,efnl to have n'Clmr
e to cOllscience than tu wi:-,dum, unll'
s it be that wi
dom 
whieh builds up the {'()n
cience.,.t That a thou:-:aml diffieultie:5 and ol
cction
, a 
tlIOU:-;:IIHl :,onrce,.; of bitrel' tli
gll:-,t and alienation are removed by confes:,ion, is a 
f
l(.t \\"..}l kllowu to the ph)':,ician:o; of 
(lul:-;, who h:I\'e experience of the maladies 
of the human intelligence. It is sin which misl's all tllese cloud
. :\Ien ha\'e 
wondelul at the sacred hi:;tory whieh record:; that man fell for an apple. Blind 
awl thoughtle:-:s : they read the 
arue record, llOwe\"er humiliating, in their O\\ïl 
II('art:-,. Snch is fo:till the degradation of thi::; marvellous piece of workmall:--hilr-- 
IIlall! He faIl,.; daily for all apple, e\'en bO, fur a ]ittle sugar, for a little !'ngar 
a1l(1 h]uod. ..\ttentl to the order am] progre
:-- of human perdition; it is the 
L:,- 
ter of the Seuteuces who !'peak..: "J'ir:,t Gotl !'aid, 'in the day that you 
ball 
e:It of it, you 
hall die the death.' Tbl'n the woman !'aill, ' le
t perchal1ce we die.' 
La
tl)", tllf' :,
rpellt :--aitl, ' ye 8halll1ot die.' God affirmed; the wuman doubted; 
the devil d(-'niel] ; fillaIly, the man, in compliance witli Eve, consented. :Xow in 
('ad I Illan continuaIly the 01'<1er and progre,.;s of temptation is the 
amc as in the 
e3...;e of our fir
t parents, amI similar is the rf'
ult when rca!'on, whi(.h ougllt to 
cOlllmand with authority, con
ent
 to the !'ugge4ions of pa!":,ion..:. whil'h ought to 
01)(')", and decrees that to be done whi('h tl1ey alh'i...e; for then the man is t:xpeI- 
lCl] from all happy life, from the paradise of hi
 mind, a
 if from that terrc4ria) 
gard(-'n in which he was fir
t placed hy his )[a).;:<.>r."+ Rnt you will 
ay, once in- 
:;tmeí('d, what Jle('t! of having t!w:"e per:,ona) admonitions repcatetl, as the praetice 
of fr<'quem ('onfe,;;:"ion implif'';? For an
wer to this qu<.>
tion, hear what t't. .Au:--dm 
:,a\"
. "TI1(-' de\"il is like a deceitful pleader, who gi\'cs false witnp'-s in court, and 
\\ hen r('1ect('d ]"pturns a(rain after a time with the !--ame , r retentlin
 to have 
.J , ';:-" 
 
hl.'en injured, till the j\l(]
e dec1ar<.>s what was once wel1 detl'rmined (':1nnot he re- 
\"in
cl again. Thu:, the df'\"iJ plead
 in the heart of man, to \\ hit'h place he con-es 
a-; to a court, and there :l":;:.ert:; that to he tme whieh he knows to lK' fil]....e, and 
fill
e that which is true; for ther<.> he affirms it a..; a truth that a man (lugllt to 
lo\'c thE:: world, to 
eek riches and honor, to fnlfil the desire..; of the fl(-',.;h, al1 which 
is fillse. ..\nd 011 t]l(' otl1('r h:llId, Ill' afiìrms it to he fabe that a man 
hould lca\"e 


* 81. A\ ugw. t. ill Ps. 103. 
* Pet. Lomb. Lii,. II. d:..;til.ct. 24. 


t IIugo 
. Yktf r, dl' .\IIima, I ib. III. cap. 10. 
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tlt(" world ami d('spi..p rieh(\'; 81ltl h()lHn
, nnd morti f,y the fler;.h, UI)(I n'( 1('('111 II i
 
bin:-; with allll
, all \\ hid. i
 pl'u\"l.'C.1 to Oc true. .And \\ ht>1I allY onc who kllo\\:f 
how to jmlge h...tw"'('11 \\ hat i
 right alld what i.. \\ rollg, Iwars tl;e Jevil in hi:i 
Iwart '-.:i." thi
, hl' d( termille... that what he l'all... ju:o-t i.. IIlIjll
t, alld thc (.nllve
 
..\nd then the devil (I('parb, hill :Ifter\\anl:o- he hope
 that t!a(, man will have for- 
guttcn hi... 0\\ n decl'l.'C, and he rl'turns UIIII re\' i v"
 the ('au
', :1
 if it had not been 
rightly judgt,\1."* 
How IIl'C."t...."'lr)., th('lI, to h:l\"e a COUll -llor and f:.lithful fdlo\\" C'Umuataul '\'er at 
OUl"S ::-ide, to confìrm tlu.' 
(tul in n:j(,(,iing the dl'("citful thing.; tlmt maJ be now 
floating lx'fiu'c the faricru('(1 intt'ilìgclJ('t', .1Iltl to l"l'mimI it that \\ hat was once \\ ell 
tll'termilwtl ought IIcver tu Le :wain re\"i\"t'(l. .Abovc all fur youth ill the 
l'aSon 
(If 
O Illill1) mental am} budily 
iol1
, 
 Socrah" 
lY
, õrav Ô,; 7rEpi avròv 
ßQjJßOt;ac L kai aí 
ÅÅaL Ùrd]vjJlul, t by meal1
 uf" hat remcmbrance of mere 
general in:-:t ructiun (':111 i t rt.
i
t? ] To\\ i lI()i:o-p('n!-3ble is the teadH'I"s high cli
- 
('()ur:-:(', and tllC friemll)' mllllouitiuui of the sweet uud holy fri'-,ntl, the ph}'sician 
of '-Ccret \\ ouut1
,:.b St. Jl)hn Clim41ehu
 i. tylcJ-vir S1UctU occultoruUl 
vuluerum medic
 ? for 


-" of such sk ill appJiance necdJ 
To medicine the wounds that healeth ]&St."t 


En'n in a mere political point of view, who can ....tim.lte the benefits that 
ult- 
cd to ;oi(X'il't\' from the inflm'n('e of :o-piritual dir('Ctor
 IIpon king-s and men in ci\.iI 
:mthOl'ity? Takc but cne ill...tall('e. "rJ.('1I tl.e (hlt'lU'..;.. (If:\( il:lII. (III the (l('atl. 
of her hu:--baIHI, and iu th' 411 'l1('e of her 
IIII, Galt'auo, Ut'crle(.tc(I the ('OulI!'t'I
 
of het. ('onf' 'tur, \\ hu \\
 a minor fri3r, hi 
uper iors relJl(I \"l.'tl him, ..:tying that 
it W:1'S in \'ain to ......lId a ph)"!'ieinn to one wlm I"l'ftb ofl to l()lInw hi:) pr('...rl'iptioIJ!i!. 
Tl.c (ludlt':-'
 lI:o-t'(l ('\'cry (.ffiu"t to have him 
t()n'(I, allll wlu,'11 the vit'ar general 
("3mt' to :'\li1all, 
he pre\"ail('(1 Oil him to armllge tll(\ an
lir with tlu,' fatllt'r:o-, amI 
ill eon"('luell<'C a tlt....'r'. wa..; i":-II('(1 in I.Wi, ...icrlJ('(l h)" tJ.e 
ul)('rior:" of the prov- 
ince ()f)lilall, nml hy the vit"3rs of Bologna amI XapJe:--, granting to the baiù 
duch

 hrotlwr llOlla\'('l1tura de Panmnidi:5 if)r her ('onf.... r, but on th('
e con- 
tlitiOlh: that :o-he :-houhlnot :o-u:--pt'lHl the pXPClltion of justice in cÏ\'il cau
e..;, that 
:-;lIe ..llOlIl,1 d i mi II i:o-h t Ill' 
lI J>t'l'flllOU') (., 1)('11:'(':; uf h('l. govel"lllUt'nt that ..:he t-houltl 

iti:o-fy her cr('(Iitora yearly or lIaily, :Ie('onling to lal'l' ahility, aud that 

he :-llOl1ld not OppO:-5C any obc:;tacle to the c;ur' ..ion of bcßl'ficcs.
 
.\.'3 
"ct we havc seeu but thc need of pn'\.cntton I\lIlI of gl1i(bnce to which this 
cli\'ine in:-;titl1tion corre:--pol1(]". It remaills to view the ('lire and r(>co\"('r)". 
" .\1thollgh tlU' human 
uIII b imlllortal, it ha:o- 11l'\"('rtllt'le
.;," 
ays St. .\.ugustin, 
"a kind of death belunging to it. The dcath of the \\hole man, illdecd, the 


· 
. Anse]mi di Similitul1inlbul. cap. 76. 
t Dante, Purg. X:\. V. 


t Dc Reruh. Lih. IX. 

 Ann. :Mmorum, vol. XIII. 
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second death, does not take place till the soul, c.leserted by God, deser.t:oõ the hody, 
but the death of the soul takes place whell God c.le:,ert.:, it, as that uf the Loùy 
foIl 0" s w hcn dèscrtcù by the :;oul."* 
At Florence in the days of the 
Icùici:", th
 abbot Lumho employed his skill 
in an admirahle art, to n'presellt the progressive 
tage.s of decomposition ill tlæ 
boòies of tho:o'e who died of the pe:-5tilellce. Oue turns pale if the eye catches but 
a momentary glance at that dreac.lful spectacle; hut who could portray the 
different stages of corruption in the soul's death, or could survive a glauce at it ? 
Dante says of Satan,- 


II If he were beautiful 
As he is hideous now. aOlI yet did ùare 
To scow] upon his 
I8ker, wen from him 

Iay aU our mis'ry flow! "t 


Profound words, that can teach us what effect might follow. I find this idea 
struck 
Iarsilius Ficinlli, for in his letter to Julian the Physician, he says that 
" if it were pO!':o'ible to behold the effigy of a wicked mind, one woulc.l fly from it 
with more :-:peed alH] hOl"l'olo than from the sight of bodies that the pbglle had 
di:,po5:o'e:o:sec.l of life.": It is 
ufficiellt with the !'chool to recognize the threefultl 
character of moral dpath in relation to the three persons of the blessed Trinity, 
to know that he who falls through infirmity, a::, Richarc.l of St. .Yictor say
, "is 
greatly contrary to Him who is the highest power, the father; that he who 
ins 
through ignorance is opposed to him who is the highc
t wi:5dom, the Son; ::md that 
he who oflènds through sheer malice is the !'pecial adversary of IIim who is the 
highest goo(lnes:oõ, the Hely Gho
t."
 
" Penance amI that rite whieh fir!'t makes man Christian are :5tyled the sacra- 
ments of the c.l2ad, because they transfer men from this 
tate of death, to one of 
spiritual life. The mother of Saim, who was a widow, was overjoyed at her young 
scn being rai:,ed to life again; amI for men spiritually resuscitated, mother church 
rejoice:; daily."11 ø This testimony of S1. Augu
tin might be illustrated fmm the 
moralist
 and even historian8 of the middle ages, who attest the continued action 
of divine grace in the same mystery of resu8citating tho
e that were dead in trd" 
pa:oõ::,es an<1 sins. Hereafter we shall be ahle to remain for some 
pace with the
 
con\'ertites. At present it will he sufficient to cast a glance upon some and pa:o:s 
on. St. Bernard recei\'ed so much joy at the con ver:-, I on of the knight .\rnulphus, 
that he said puhlicly that Je
u8 Christ was no less admirable in the conver!'ion of 
brothpr Arnul phn:-; than in the resurrection of Lazarug, consic.1eri ng what bonds 
of vice and difficulties of the world he had to hreak through in order to emhrace 
a holy life. The 
{'ntiments of men in the middle agpg re:5pecting conversion to 
ju:;;tice are very profnuncl. Of the difficulty attending it they sel'm impre:,
e<.l 
with a deeper sense than lall'1" moralist
. "The heart," say::, St. Gregor
', "ruu"'t 


i'- 
. August. rlc Civilatc Dei, Lih, XIII. (' 2. t XXXIY. 
S Ricùardi S. Viet. ùe Eruùitionc lntcriori, IIominis, L. I!. c. 3. 


t Epï,.t. III. 
I S. 
\ugust. 110m. 44. 
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he mo\"(...1 from its pl:ll'(' : tile place of the 1111111:111 IJ(':ut is tll(' lo\'c of the world, 
but wh('n tonc1H'd hy dh'iue a
piration, it..-s place become' tile love of eternity. 
By con
idc'rntion of iH ('t('rrm1 ('ountr)", th(' uuI is 3-..: it w(,l'e moved from its 
})lal'c."* On the ot1wr }mllll t1.(')" fiHlIJd that thi,
 :--lIpel"uatllr:11 ehange \\:'h often 
\\ ronght hy m('ans of ('in'um:o-t
lIWt'S that appmrl...l to mortall')'c trifling and ignohle. 
"Vidi ('m<:D in terram ùe agricolæ mauu lll'gli 1r enh'r lap 'um, fnll'tulI1 læti
im\lm 
:'lC' plurimum tu1is:"e." This is what :5t. John Climachl1'" :--
Y"', alhltling to nwn 
who "t're ronv('rfNl by mmn:o' of :"llmc app:u'('ntly fortuitous l'n'nt. or unworthy 
motivp. 
:1lvation is of Uod, a 111 I he imparl:01 it in (Iin'r:oõc> IIHk)(':,. U Yoc'at 
lJIulicplf' a(1 p:cnitclltiam, n
lt )eudicii.. e("('atnne. "o('at impertil'ndo tempus 
"Ï\'eudi, "Ol'åt })('r l{'Ctorem, \'f
lt per tractatorem, YO(
'1t PP1' illtimam cogitationem, 
vocat per tlagellum correptiolli:;, vocat }wr mi
l'ri('ordiam con
olationis."t 
Bl'rnan.line (;onlt'
ins, the 8p.U1i
h Ili:,torian, c1l':--eriLing the tl'mpl'...t \\ hi('h he- 
fell th(' til'l't of King ,hrlll.... tll(' Fir...t of Al'la'TOn, on th. l':\pl'dition ngainst 
the :\100(1) of )lajorl"3, rl'mark:-:, that "tll<'re is 1I0thill
 more (), iraLle than a 
storm at ... 'a; for it ùues goOl)," he ays, ,.to 1'-I,U):" producing hol)' amI 5:llutary 
fruit of true and livl'ly cOlltrition, ami that broken ancl C'olltrit<, 
pirit which God 
.loth never ,1t':--pi!"l'."t .\ c('rtain j\ltlgt' l'utt'r(.d thc on1t.r of;"\1. Francis from 
lu'aring a light j<.':'t of Ol)l' who t'ai<l to a :-.wim.....llt'nl that had gn'at lliffi('ulty to 
male his swine entcr a stabll', "tell them to enter as judges and attorneys enter 
hE'll, :md you will see how they will p:lSS in quickly." TIll' blr<<-....I Toft,Uode C:I
tro 
Puppio, in TII..;('any, wlH'n a li('('ntioll:oõ )'ollth, wa:i 
tHI(lelily cOllvcrted by means 
of a cock aliglalill
 from a wi\ltlow UPOII his 
houlder arltl ('1'0\\ ing thrice.
 ..\nd 
what think YOII \\ pre the fruits of th('..
 conver:-,ion:i? 
" ""hen man:' baYs:St. Hih1l'gard, U rNurn
 to hi=-- (
r('ator like the prooigal 
gon, he reumHlcl.... thc dremon :'111<1 cho(J:O-e'S hi"} L.rcJ. TIH'n all the vict" of the 
dæmon are confcmlltIed, antI all ('el (':o-t ial harmoni(.... arl' ullmirc'(I."1I [t pll'a

s 
tll<' moderns to entl'rtain tloubt
 as to th' po:--:--ihiliIY of having :1n exact kn()\\I- 
edge of :-oneil tran...formation:i, thOlwh cvcn the tl,:"timoll)' of the G 'ntile philos- 
oplll'l":-- i
 ag-aim.l thcm. "For my part," sa}.s Plutlrl'll, " I think that a man 
who :,holllcl ha\'e IH.'l'n transfonm'(l h}' thc go(l
 illtn a \\ om:1II likl' Cætl(,II
, would 
he morc i
I)Orant of thi!" nll'tanwrpho:o-t\ than atlotlH'r 011 ht.irw rt'lIlh'rld tl'mp{'rate 
3nd Lrn.\"l', bdng tran
}1ort('d from a hl.:--tial to a h,.av('nl)" and divine life, would 
he i
noraut of tIll' nwm('lIt W)1('11 this change w
 l'flt,('tcd." 
During' t)1t' mi,)(lJl' :.Ig'C'
 it wHuld 1"''('111 :IS if the laeart
 of 1lH'1l WE're {'\'cr bent 
upon beillg l'mploy("(1 a..; in
trument
 to a<_'('omp]i
h ('h:mg'f:':' of thi:-- kind, 11ml as 
if they continually meditated upon that scntl'fl(" of Hicharll of St. Yïctor, 
"Timenda e
t hæc nox, ill qua homo quotidie fit dcterior et tameD de 1"e se("urior."
 


· 
. Greg. 'I oral. in Job XXVII. t s: Augu!ot. in P,.. 102. 
* Bernardini nomesii tIc Yit:, Jacobi I. Arragon, Lib. VI. 

 Wadding, Anna1. )Imorum, tom. IY. Y. I Epls&. ad Eberhard. 
Richardi S. Viet. in Cantic. Cnnticor. c. II. 
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Again and again are they warning friends and enemies against deferring such a 
work. Surm'time;:) by terrible adlll(Jnitiun
, 
aying, Cra,;, cra=--, l'ra
, tu-morrow 
we :-halI amemI, amI an
wering, _\.II our ye;o;ten.lay:; ha\"(.! lighted fi)(II:; the way to 
du
ty death; at other
 by talLoj horribly gay, which represent the suLtilty uf the 
victim practi
ing with his own cOIl
cience, amI with his guide, illterpretillg his 
I u'omise to begin to-morrow, as alwavs intended fur a future lla,' till at lencrth 
.I "' , 0 
he is o,.ertaken, and perishe5 ill the moment when he is lea
t a\\"are. TIU'ir wl- 
monitions are always like those of Socrates to l:o'chumachus in Xl'nopllOn. ,.It 
is good to begin to folluw virtue frum this vel')" day, when wc hear fur the fir:-,t 
time what it really is."* But grace mu
t first be sought, for withuut it all Hum's 
effort
 are in vain. The Church, indeed, tu show the weakn
s of his nature, 
make., lI:o'C of that expression in one of her sublime prayers. "In hac mortalitate, 
te adjuvante, peccata 
ua defleant," implying that without di\yine aid he cannot 
I) 
much a
 lament his sins with the tears of the elect. Xor are there wanting recital::; 
filII uf terror to awaken the obdurate b)" revealing deep m)"steries of Almighty 
grace. AmI of the.o;;e I shall present one exampl\-', as it contaiu" incidental e\.i- 
dence of the as
idllity, of the rustic populatiun, during the middle agf'
, to atteml 
tu their soul's health. "In the yeal" 1-!(3-1, a thing happened worthy uf being 
known to po
tel'it)"," Ra)"s the historian of Croylaml. "There was a man in the 
town of CroylamI, named Juhn '" ayle, a cia)" laborer. lIe committl'(1 some enor- 
mous crime which wa::i known only tu himself. \rhen the holy sea:-on arrived in 
which the faithful people prepare to celebrate the Paschal feast by pUl'i(,"ing thcm- 

elves in the laver of pious confessiun, he went to the church along with the others 
through shame and not from a desire of confession. There admitted to the tri- 
bunal he concealed this deadly wound and went away unclean
ed, aud un the lb)" 
of our Lord's resurrection, 0 grief! he dared to receive the sacrament of recon- 
ciliation to the destruction of his OWl
 soul. Returning home he felt remors(', 
which increased during three days. till at length he was seized. with horrible lIlad- 
neb
, as if posse
sed by dæmons. So the neighbors buund him in irons. The 
monk.5 ha
tened to his assistance, aUlI proceeded to read the office to him, but 
every time that the words of hope and salvation were pronounced, he fell into 
convulsions and uttel'ed cries of de;o;pair. At length he was carried bound into 
the chul'ch, and a watch was set over him. Everyone poured out prayers for 
him, and there was always some one or other of the monks who spoke consoling 
words to him. and promised a rem
y for hi
 mind, but he would make no an
wer, 
only throll!,!h ince:o'
ellt clamor he was become hoal'
e and unable to 
peak much. 
.At length he \\"3::; ob:scr\yeJ to grow mOl'e gentle, and to make the sign of the CI"O:o'S. 
Examples of penitence were read to him, and he was exhorted to confe
sion by 
every argument. There was one of the brl'fhl'en who peculiarly devoted him- 
self to save his soul, consoling him with :secret counsels and private exhorta- 


* Xl'D.æCOllom. cap. 11. . 
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tiono;, :uul d('('1aring to J.im tJ.at tlu-f(' Wb
 no ('rime foot) iu)rrihl(' in life but thnt it 
Illight U. wa...hl'(l 
\\\ ay hy (.t)nLl"itioll ami cllui
.:-:"ion. 
loreo\"l'r, to \\ in him lie 
told him that if he \\ollld ('OIl
l'IH, he \\lmld \\ illingl}' give hi:, own "Out a pll"(l
 
for his. "ïth 
1Il'h WOrt)!i the lUall wa nlO\"t <<1, :11)(110, 
ignillg him df, )J(' lle- 
dan."(1 that IIC \\"a-- re
ll})" to ('cmfe
. lTlihoulu) he wa
 then IClI to the ronfi 
:-ional, 
\\"1)('r(' at fi
l h(> ('ouM only pour forth grn.m
, hut at h'lIgth af[(>r rt )''':1t('(1 at- 
tempts, that Lrotllc:" btill urging him, and going t,) Ilim :,lolle, Ly divinc I;race 
the 
tring of J.i:o; tongue \\as luo '1(1, auù he mad" hi
 runfcs.coion. 
Udl wa.. hii 
jo,)' and gratitudl', that fur f-pvt'n da)"s after he nevcr ll'Ít the church, l)ut "1)0- 
ti11\1(.(1 givillg thanks to Goel. Hc' changt'cl his hahitation to an lither 1'Ia<'e,lmt 
('\'pry !"u('('('("(linl; 
't'ar a.. long :Ii he )i\"l'(1 he u..c'(1 to vi:-it CroylalltI, to gi\'c glory 
t,
 (:(J(I, 
u)(1 to thank hIe'" 'll )Iary amI ::5t. Guthlac."* 
St. llel"llaÑ, in a letter to the nuuot Sugcr, roJ)rd upon birn by c\"cry moti\'e 
()fl"di
it 111 amiliut y, to t'
l'rt hi:, iufltH'u('C with t he 
'IIt'to.('hal 
tl'phl'u ,].. Garlant1(', 
\\ ho was rqmtl'(l to Lt' I,i; f..it'II(1. .'Gi\-e him tlwu," ays lit', ((proof., of a 
:-:olid f rit'u(I...h i P j ):11)01' :fin' Ilis ('Oil \.el
iul1, :11111 oc't.'Ollie hy thc...e JUeaU:i the friend 
of truth. ,.t Thc 
dmonitary ]l'tter Wllidl Pc.ter, thc \'encrable 
Lbot uf CIUlli, 
se11t to the Lord St('phen llc Cæ-tello, telling him that it wa.s high time to think 
.,Lout 
l\"ing his :",oul, is anotlll'I' lIohle l'
3I11p]e of this c'haritahle I"olicilutle of 
the incn'd:'tC of ju:-ti("t.'.: Thc hlt'
:o.t.(1 )1:111:1.";''''''' , hi::,hop of TroYl''';, ill the .rcar 
9 '
J, W:lo; 1I0t ('onh-lit with laborillg for the NJI1etiiìc.ltion of Iii", flock amIofhi:i 
cl('rgy tl) the lll'gll'Ct of hi:, 0\\11 (ami])., wIlt, \\(>re powerful in thE' worlel. lIe 
h:u} a "roth('I. IIi](luin,<,'oulit of .Arc'p:", :-ur Au]b(., who 1('(1 a militar)', carnal, 
VtJlIlPtuou"" allt) de:-pt.ratt. life, which grt'atl
' afllich'() till' l)i.:oillop. IIl'ariu r that 
the aLbot 
\(I
on had a ('(...tain a
('f'n(lalJ('Y o\"cr his lioul, fc)r he ft-arcd ant) re- 

pL'('t(.(I him, he lh-put('(1 him to : lCÏate as nll1<'11 3:i po ...iLle with this debauched 
f'oldier. \,1:-011, \\ ho 'H1S )ll'VCr slo"" to bLor for I:,olll:-õ, Wh
 enahletl u)" the 
tIi\.ine grace to <.'OII\'crt Jlim, t-o that tIll' in..olcnt !;ollliel' amI \"iciou
 libertine be- 
c.une a thorough p(.niu.nt :nul a true gl'ntlcman. "
hat a miracle was this! 
That :1 dmlt'ric COUllt, munI(>rous aud eru(.l, 
hoult1 be changC'd into a miltI, 
hllluan(>, 1'('3('('3),1(' gl'lItl(>lIlan, who undertook a pilgrim:tgl' to Jerusalem to !"uf- 
fer fOi. Jesu.. Chri:-t.g Thi:; ZC411 for COIl\'cr:-ions to ju:-tice \\ 30.; not confil1l'd to 
the clergy. "
e fine} it in"piring ('\"t'll PCl(.t
. J ana-ent DC:--Illoulin:i 
ays th
t he 
wrote his book l'mitled the Catho)icon (11':' 
Ia1 
\Jvisl'z- 


"A ce]]c fin que un Bc]visc à bicD vine 
Et umender .,., vie dl\....rmB18 
Sans olIl'user 1" Cré.,tcur jamaL!." 


"There are some," Fays ùuibcrt de Nogeut, "who live well nnd continently, 


· nist. Croy]anctcnsiB Continuat. {I. 639. in Rer. An,:!1ic. "cript. tom. I. 
t 
. Bf'rnRrdi Epi..t. LXXVIII. 
 
. Pet. Ven. Abb. Eplst. Lib. V.8, 

 Dcsgucrrois lIist. du DIocese de Tro)"b, 2-14. 
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many at nil tim(>s from fhp }>pr:-ollal ('
pcri"IH'C of a trouhl('(] Jift.! IIow do thf'Y 
n.'(.
ll that tI.U1
fl'rf..'lIc:c :lml con
titution uf J"illgtluru;-;, when God havill
 o,.el"- 
thrown the tJrnnn). of vie,-:--, makt..S virtue:, reign in the E=oul uf man.* "Thl')' 
who fl)" from :--'odom have the angel of God 1()r gui(le," 
3).S 
. John Climachu--, 
alluding to the flight from !-in hy the f3C'rallwnt" of the dnm:h.t ")lark tho
f' 
l
'uitellt. wllO kllt'cI do\\ n h)" ('onfcs.sioluls at tlu' fppt of 
ome 11l!'I.k \"('uerahle 
latlwr who :-tool' du\\ n to }1('a.. th. whi
lwn'(113melltaliun, to 1)('at away the lm:--)' 
111ccl(lling' fil'nd that lay
 :-trong :--il'!; . unto the" rell'h" :soul, and from hi.; bU
11l 
pur
,' till' hhu'k c11'..pair. 0 throu
h what walt'l"s mu:-t their :-ouls 1.:1,'(' p
 oJ 
bt"fort. th" 
t'n:-l' of \\ hat is iutoh'ra\ Ie c'on:-traillf'(l tlapm to t:ll
t' r!'fugc' herc'! _\. 
111"11 l':1I1W t''\. pn bSl y on I' It urIC 11"1"( 1 1t,.iglU>
 to ('011 fi,:--- to;--'t. FralH'is (Ie t:bJI's :tt 
Pari..;, allli uuoth,'r iliacI. a voya
e of t \\ 0 thOU:-:tllll lea,ru"s hy 
t'a to l'onf('-.; to 

t. }"rancis Xa,.ier. ""110 will place Ill'>," ucll i their CI')', "al'conling to the 
month of my former clays in \\ hil'h God k.'pt me, when Ili:s ligllt illumi.H"cl my 
heart! _\h, wl...r.> is that ptll'ity of pra)'('J"? tla:at ('('rtain l'Onfilll'nc'C? 'rlu>rc 
are tho:-e S\H'I't tear... in hitwru(':-.;? "11<'1"1.' un' tl...)"? 'rlll'rc that Ilope of holy 

..t? TIlt'y are peri
lJl'cI, :UIC I :h if tl...)" h:u I never J.x.'('1} ! ., 
The voice of Gocl walking ill Paracli..e i intprprl'tl,<1 hy Guibcrt de Xogcnt n
 

ignifyiug the r('proof or UH'nH)r
" of pa...t jm.ticc nn lunger pn_""'f 1"\.('(1. The L))"(l 
(':111:-- 
\.tUIl mltl ,..aith, ..\eIaIll, wh,'re art thou? Hr <':111:0. him ,d...n he wi:-hb to 
l,':ul him to pl'n:Ul("e aftt.'r having ('ornmittc...1 
in:-y- \\lH're art thou! 
Iark the 
pla('c to \\ hi('h thou 1aa...t fitlh'lI, \\ hic.h j., no oth,'r th:1Il pricl", thol1 who hacJ:..t 
:fi)rm{'rly lcan}l'\1 tQ 
t:lJlII humhl('.: ('(
ui:s mihi tr ihuat, ut 
im jU'\.t:l men:--es 
prilÒtinu..;, 
t'cullCium di. 
 quihu.. I )eu.. c'u..toc.1ipbat m,': qll:ulIlo 
plC'ncld):lt IIIN'run 
(1\1.. :-npt'r C':lpnt m"tIlll, l't :1(1 Innwll Ijll
 3Iuhul:tham in tc'llC'hri:oo; 1-il'ut fui ill dil'- 
bUð ae lC11l'"cellt i:e mea', (pl:ultlo "',
rcto D 'u... erat in t:alwruaclilo IIIl'(); (!lIalHlo erat 
omnipotpll>) I1ll'Cum l't in circuiru 111('0 pucri II1c.i; quando la\"aham pt'd
 IDl>()S 
hlltyr!), ct Iptrn fUIlIIt.hit m;hi ri\'Oi olei? ,.
 
] Ie that once :tppe'.lr, cI :ts tilt' ang..lic. youth daily g-rc)\\ ing up in tile fin"or of 
God awl 111311, wnllcIel"
 now oy".' th.. fa{'(' of the c,lrth, .II'po..;c'(l, l:jC>('tt>.J, PlIlptil"CI, 
!!a.æd, tIllpitil'(l, 
hunll('(l, a 
1)("<'t:lI'le of ruin or of 
..('orll to all thp hu4 of I lPa,'pn ! 
IIow 
hall I hdlOlcI th ' fat'" h('nc.,.fc)rtla (If (;c)(1 or an
c'I..., er:-:t with joy ami r.lp- 
tllre 1-() oft in purity ofllPart l)('hel(l? 
llch i... the intc>rior err of C'rring man, \\ hell 
6....t tlae ,"oi('C i
 IIt':trcI wlaicla c:IlI-- him from the truly drl':tc1flll gr:l\'e (If mortal 
in. 
.Ala, wlaat fUll I winds }J:I,'e :-laake'li 
()rc hi
 inwarcl 
tat(' (lfmiIHl, ('alm n'
ion once, 
and full of P(':I('(', 1I0W lo:--t amI turlml('lIt: for Ulu1C'rlÒtan(1illg hath not h(>(,11 !'ll{fered 
to rule, ami the will hath not h(,.lrJ hct" lore; both have bt, >n 111 
uhject ion to f-('I).. 
foual appetite. who frUlIl hc'neath ll:-urping (,'"('.. FO\"C'rci!!11 T<>a:-on e1ainH'(1 !"upcrior 

wa)". Child or gmee, waftt'll toward..; bettc." wav,':', the harbingers uf untruubled 



 Richard de S. Victor. rlc ernditipnc hominis interioris. Lih. I. I. 14. t 
caJa PßradÎ'
. 
t Mor.l1iurn Genl'
L,,('
. Lih. II. c. 3. 
 Joh 'Xxix. 
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and eternal peace, how (li(1 yon f('('1 YOllr heart bcat when you found )'oursclf 
within the purt uf repentance, and how did llOpe revive whcn )'OU beheld the sen- 
ior at your siùe, holy and re\'ered, with gcstures such as 
pake a father's love; 
who marked the secret wi:-h by ùifIìdellce re::;traineù, auù 
peaking, gave you COll- 
fiùencc to speak. lIe is the true falher, who can give preceptialmcùicinc to rage, 
fetter strong madne
s in a silken thread, and charm agony with words. "Do you 
wait to be worthy before you ri
e up arul go to your father ?" It is an ascetic of 
the middle ages who :-:peak:o'. "..\nd whcn will that be? If only the good and 
worthy, and great and perfect ought to appwach God, to whom can the puhlicans 
and sinners go ? Yet the Gospel 
ays, that they drew near to Jesus to heal' him. 
Let the unworthy then approaeh in onler that they may be made worthy, and let 
the evil come that they may be made good; let the little and imperfect come that 
they may be rendered great amI perfect; let all and eaeh come that they may re- 
ceivc from the plcnitude of the living fountain, for he i-.; the fuuntain oflife which 
is illexhaustiblc."* 
"Penitence," :--ays St. John Climachu
, "is the llaughter of hope, the renounce- 
ment of infhlelit)" amI despair."t "Penitence," says Clemens .Alexandrinus, "is 
tardy knuwlHlgc. The fir:,t knowledge is innocence. BpaôEla yàp yvwõz
 
}lETåvOLa, yvciJõz; ôÈ lí 7CPWTlI avaflapTllõla:'f 
"Penitence," says the church, "is the la:,t plank after shipwreck." Richard of 
81. Yictor attests the experience of the church, E-aying, "often the human mind 
after a multiplied ruin, being moved by divine in!'piration, returns to ju
tice, and 
being taught and humbled hy its fall, rises again the more vig-orous iua:,lllnch as it 
is more instructed and more hnmbled."
 "
hilc those that ha\'e greatly fa!leu find 

ah'ati()n here, the ju:,;t who :fillls 
e\'eu times each day gains strength aUll facility in 
his prugn':,s to perfection. Slight, indeed, may ha\ye been his fall; still he relahs 
it somewhat with that color tinged which oft times pardon for hea\'ier injuric-; 
meritetl. for man. The poet who had often heard 1 he tradition
 of the ag
::) of 
faith, says, "Thãt. our virtues would be proud if our fault.s whipped lh('m not." 
In fact, how many \,irtues on the part of man, how Dlany grae.c5 on the part 
of the divine l\Iediator, how many attributes of the Didnity would be unknown, 
if 
ill had not been, penance, repentance, contrition, ::iati
faction, !'aeramcnt:.;, rp- 
conciliation! The:,e were the operations whil'h formed the Catholic character, 
which destroyed in the soul all hypocri:,)" and formal \'irme, teaching e\yery child 
of the church to cry with l,;:ing Richard in the moment:;; of his triumph, "Co\'er 
Jour heads, and mock not fle:,h amI blood with !'olemn re\'erence !" The habit of 
confl's:;Îon humblcd the interior man, and repre"
ed in
olence of exterior, !-'wceten- 
cd con\'er
ation 311(1 enlarged the mind; so that if it were po

ible to submit the 
temper of the adversaries of the holy disciplinc to such a progress, we lliay be 


· Thorn. à Kempis, So];]oquium. 
t Stromat. Lib, II. cap. 6. 


t Scala Par:uli!'i. GracI. Y. 

 De ErudiLione Ilominis Interim is, Lib. 1. cup. 1. 
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3.,-::-òured that it could not long rcsi...t it-.; action. Indl'lwlHl('nt ('\'('n of the super- 
natural influelH'(', t}." h('arts or man)" \\"('1"(' doubtl inflamed by tlw..e pr('\'ious 
and !o-uh..e(l'U'nt prayer
 klw\\ n to tilt' filithful, whieh \\f'I'e prolioUlux''t1 O\"Cl' the 
initiatl'tl; mystic e'Xpr -ion., omll)" tran...miu(..1 f!"Om tllP aneil'nt church, hf.vOI1l1 
nlllloubt the mo
t impr" ive alltl 
uhlilllc that were ('\"t'r I.t'ard i.....uing fl"Om mor- 
tal Ii
. Time
, indet.>Ò, there "cre, \\1H'IH':lIlonic ...kill imp<H't1 (1<.l:1y, whcn there 
wcre doubts which requirt'tl the po..tp Illemcnt of thi.; act of HII)I"PlUe gral'C; but 
tlH'n mark, r(':ul(,I', with what <':11'(' tl.(' !':inking wrf'tl'h W:b Iu'('\'cnted from falling 
bal'k tt) t!:t. gulf of tl. 'reprohatt'. Till' Iwnih'nt :l;!aill...t whom tIlt' (loor!; of rccon- 
c..iliation were for a :-'l'a.sOIl c1o"L'tl. Vl'nt away inflall1l'tl rather than c1i
ura
l, 
alrt...uly r('plcte \,"ith L"OII
btion. IIis t. timon)" mitrht be that of Atlam in reply 
to Ihe angel \\ hu g:n"e hope of mercv e\"cn whell announcing his ænknce of bau- 
i..I.ment froUl parat1i
e. 


"Gentl}' hs..t thou told 
Thy message, wèich might e]se in te]]jng wound, 
And In perrorrnin
 enrl U8; what besides 
or sorrow and dej"ClluD 81111 dib;:racc 
Our frailty can fou!ootnin, dllubl not 
f'haU h(" home" itla glatefu:: rUlgnation, 
In a bpirit of ('outrition und atoniug woe." 


ThE're b no important f'f1:'(.t p\"t'n of 
'ular g"ood whi('h th(> gui(lcs of the middle 
:l
l" do not a
rih' to a ",inCf.'
 antI humltlt' faith in tilt' <.acranwut of lK'nauce. 
Guibr'rt de Kog('nt rclnt,..., that in his time there wa.'i a ).otlllg \\oman on the hor- 
(Ier... of C:1Inhrai who after he('oming the unhappy yietim of a 
(>dtJr't'r; "a-.; 
p('f'<l- 
il)" mow..l to trill' ('ontrition, !'.f that she m
ule humble coufe.,sicn of her 
:0.111. That night b
'ing ahout to tran') to anotlll'r country, 1"11(' was O\'prtakf'n hy 
th.. 
me t....1itor nrul imlu('('(l tt) upproach the ...ide of a well into which he 
threw h('r; amI aftpr a time findin
 by hl'r repl
. that she wa., 110t dmd, he 
mad(, a ::5hower of ...ton
.; dl""l'end upon hf'r, awl then wput awa)", beliE'\'ing 
that tht' ('rime wa
 ('()fl:-òummatl'd. ...\fwr fOI.tv llay:i 
ome f'wine-hf'rd.. in 
the fil'ld
 pa:..;...iIJIT nror that weIl, Iward a hollow groan fro t l1 1)('IW:1I1., which 
1('(1 to tit" di
oYl'ry of hpr lx>ing at the hottom. lIa..tcnilig to tIlt' town and 
Idurlling with rope::!, they !"tcceed(>(l, in the 1)1"(,"'('11('(' of a muItitud(', in c1 ra wing her 
np and n.
toring her to life. The f:.une of this miracle wa'i !'p,'(':ul to di
tant 1:111l1
. 
h L()," ('rip
 Gu ibert, "what aV:lil
 p('r
t'\"('mIH'C in till' r(....ol utiou of amendment. She 
hatl fai th in patienC(', and after the grace of confl's.
i()11 nCYl'r doubh'(l Gotl':.. mercy 
alltl the effica('y of his sacrament. She h:ul that faith \\ hicl. in all the anC'ient pa- 
triarchs i:-: ('oll1ll1('moratc(1 with 
lIch rppetitiull b,. the apo..;t1p."* Bllt T !'honltl ne\'- 
pr finish \H're J to fl'pl'at tlH'remarkahlc ev('nt...:, antI the 11('autifnl proftll1lul re- 
ß('Ctions ('ontained in the books of the mi,1dIt' ages rt'''p('din
 tlw vil.tue and ex- 
cellence of that 
acerdotal ah",,)lution which, 3:, Richard of t;t. Yïetor say:;, "ffe\.'S 


· Ouibcr t de Novigt nto de Pign. 
:l.nctorum. Lib. II. cap. 2. 
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a true penitent stl1diol1.; of sati:-;(ying- for hi:-; sin, not only from the dreadful flames 
of eternal pnni:-:;hment, Lut al::;o from the burning fire uf purgatory."* Xevcr, 
therefore, in ùays of yore did enviou;; pride find utterancp, when men overheard a 
brother addressing the prie:oõt of}lOly church in wurù..; lil\.c tho::;e of SpLU::5Cr : 


"What service may I doe unto thc(' mcete 
Thou hast frolll darkuLss me leluru'd to light, 
And with thy l1eavenly salves aud lUclÌ'Cll.c:. 
Hast drest my sinful woumJs? I ki
se thy blessed feete. "t 


If thc:oõe thin
:ì were not conformable to the it1eal in the minds of C'ertain phi- 
losophers of a perfect and immutable state, it wa..; \\"('11 rememhered that they were 
avowedly intended fur a condition of exi::;tencc that wa..; I"l'eo
nized a..; imperfect arHI 
mutable. l\[an alone, a wayfarer, that is, while un <:anh, \\"a:-; known to be the 
suhject of the !'acraments which are the ill:,trulUl'lIb hy \\ hieh all true ju:-'tice either 
lx'gins, or is increased when begull, or is rC::5torell \\"hen 10:0'1.+ A
:--:1. 
\..lIgustin 
I'ay
, "the temporal :o'acraUlPnt:-; are the medicinalligatl1l"c,,; of our cOlltrition. Ar 
the thing:,; whatsoever that we say to yon, \\"hate,'el' is acted tel1lpomlly in the 
Church, al'e ligatures of the contrite. In the state of Jeru::5alelll they will be re- 
1U00'ed as the surgeon unbinds the patient who is restored to IH'alth. There we 
!'hallllot receive what we recei\'e here. The G:}
pel shall not be recited that Olll" 
f:lith may remain, and no hauds of a superior will be imposel1 upon us. All tlH-',e 
thillg
 are ligatures of a fracture which will be taken off w}H-'n we corne to pel'feet 
f:011JU 1 ne
s. " 9 
Hitherto we have avoided conÌl"o\gersy. As tl,.
 swimm
l' fir:-:t creeps along the 
high bank of the ancient Campus )Iartius, caressing caeh flower as he pa.c:c:es, be- 
fore Ill' commits himself to the impetuous :111<1 turhid flood of the Tiher, which hp 
knows will carry him away so far when once he commits hirn
elfto it.-:.:o have 
I lingered on these -confine..;, loth to plunge into a frigid and oh..;cure deLate 
arniù:-,t ruins and a wreck of opinions which pre
ent ,wthing tangible or defined, or 
tl'U:.:tworthy. The Athenian amba

adors !'ai(l in th(' as...;emhl.v of Lacedæmon, 
that "with all men it was a blamele=-,=" thing, :lIHllhe ()l
e('t of no ellvious di
- 
ple-,lsure, to e
tablish well the mea
ure most u
('ful again
t the greatC'!'t danger::;." I 
But the a(h.ersaril's of the church have forIl1t'd an exception when they han> con- 
d(,IllIWd the salutary and di,.ine in:;titution of the sacramental ('onfe
..ion, one of 
the :;;llhj('ct
 which they d('cm eminently.calculate,l to furtlu'I' t hcir pffiwts to alier:- 
ate the mind" of the ignorant fl"Om that state in \\ hid. alone they can he happy; 
thus continuing to verify the 
:\ying of wise Inen ill aIwient time--, that "while thl' 
cnre of the hod \9 i..; reO'ardetl a" worthy of immortal honor:-;, the medicine of the 
()1I1 
. ð . 
is by many per::;ons disdained, and by more viewed with ::iuspicion and envy."
 


... Dc pOlestate Jigandi et solvendi, c. 23. 
t DI-']a Hogue de Sacramentis in Genere, cap. 6. 
I Thucyùid. 1. 75. 


t BpeD
er, HI. 5. 

 Tr:Lct, ill Ps. 146. 
- -: Thuc,ydid.l. 7fi 
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Tn 
pn('ral one m3ynotp in the jlt(J()".nRo'Al/(o} as in al1 that kine1 of prop Ie who 
f!t>ek a pl"al:",e (,y lii:--}>>I ai
lIlg IItlaer
, tllat dlc,)" du pnx.ligall)' 
pPIilI a great man}' \\an- 
dering' \\cH"tl
 ill !-('on:. ami tannt:.-,mrpinght (':H'h thing \\ hi('h b
' 
tirring the !-plecll, 
may 
ta)" tilt' brain from a tllUl"Ongll hdlOldilig tile worth in.... of the !-ul
ect. 
Tlae . lind of ohjPdion...;, ao; the}' are filII of a \"l'ry idle (.;i!-il1l'...., (..ince there is 
nothing of so ::IJ.cred n ll1aje..;:
', but tlaat an itching tOil gill' 111 a)' rllb it..df upon 
it.) ':0, :tel an anci(>nt writel. !-ay.., d(,
l'ITe they no othc'I' UlbWl'r, hilt ill:-tead of 
J:llIgllillg at the jt....t, to LHigh at tlac jt :o'tcr. Ilideed, thl':-'C plc>a"allt faul:finclcr:o;, 
who will corn'<'t thc verb bl'Í
II'e tlll'Y lIIuler:,I:lIul the nOlin, ami ('onflltc otlu'r..' 
lllll\\ l
lg(' before th('
' ('unlir'lll"theil' own, shuulc1 he rc'milHll,,1 at Ip.l..t, that :-Cl,tf- 
ill
 ('olU('th not of \\ isdolU. Here one ilia)' rl'marl" in pa

illg, how vain lUll" 
h:,,'e (,c'('n the :Ith'mpt of th
e who wpre' 
l'paratec.1 f!'Om tilt' dlllrch to 1I11l1cr:-<tanù 
what pa
"l'CI \\ itlain it, always .uguing- n pu....l. olÙ l.::)."l'. E\'cn in common life 

trnngpl":i can 1)(>'"(,1' tc.1I what pa...
'" within a hou;.:p until th('
' ha\'e hP('n admitte(1 
f"l'gu!arly öi:) ruembcls oftÌle (unil)". Th
 wa)"f
lI'l'r, if di:--po
>d to judge, ua.Js 
:m ac1monition like that of the h
rmit in Ta:-::--o, who. knowing that the cru:-;aders 
werl' mi
led by n false rl'port rc:-opectiug Bl'rtoldo' heir- 


"
ir knigbt, (quoth he) If you intpnd (I) ride 
And fo!low esch r('pOl t fund peup]c b&)', 
You !ollow Lut a mil and trothle"'
 
uide, 
That ]eat1
 ,'nin men nmi..s, Alld mnl..t'8 tht'm 
tr8Y. ,.. 


XO\V th(' Church h
1I1 far more my:.;terioll:o. rdatiulh than ('ouicll'xist in any mere 

ll>m ....tic -iety, 
 that hy p('r--on
 who \.ipw(>(l it fl"Olil \\ ithout, a right under- 
8t
lIIding n :"pe('tin
 it could only be f(1I'ml.J by an :leI, in the first jn
Ulnce, of 
('ollfìcll'u('C in tllc truth of Gocl who ha
 founclpel till' ('hure'h. Tlaey mu
t at fir..t 
"
ln' I)(-,l'n 
ati
filll \\ ith the e\.iclc'IIl'C tlaat it was a di,'ilH'ly eon:o,titutecl hou...dlOld, 
mlcl thl'lI after h
.in r reC'('i\"(
1 into it ;1:- IIll"mhc'r:-, tlH'Y w(luM a::,.....nrcc.I1)' in clue time 
have di:--eo\'erl..J how it \\a:-, holy in all it'3 c1()('trillt=
, and ju:,t in all its way
. .As 
the .Athc.nian M}'
 to the hlind \\ alulcn'I' who illlerl"O
atcs him rl..pcering the 
laurel J!rove:4 to whiC'h he ha
 ('Onw-'( ThC'!-è thing
, 0 :",tran
er, are to be ,'eller- 
:ued, not from the words of men, hut rathC'r from long ('u--tom and e.xperience."t 
C'i('('ro, ilUl
1, says, that urhe llic.dicine of the . IlII i... not only not de...ired be- 
fill'(' di
('ovcred, but that it is not {'ven ,'allll.d aftcl' it i
 h.uO\\ n ;" hut su('h a com" 
plaint applic's only to philosophy, fcw it \\a"lIl1;!rOtllHI<'C.I in relatioll tothc rcnH'dies 
\\ hi('h the ('hureh adll1illi;:,tcr
, ill:--ollltlC'h tlmt a lI1all a('('II...toll1c'cl to C'onrl'
:o-ion, 
whell a...keù for arguments to prcwc it
 divine' orilrin :I:,
III intC'g-ral part ofn.ligioB, 
mu
t have felt as if he h:ul h 'Cll c.lll('ci upon to prove the reality of his OWII exi...t- 
t'lice. 1t::4 proofs Wl're in tlw det'I)(....t ruot... of his spiritual life. II is own UIlll'lul- 
rnent, 1 he r('('overy of long lo
t jc)) , the rpuo,':rt iOIl ofh i:ò Ilf'art, th i..: \\ as the evidence 
that mu
t have convinced him so fl'Cliugly that {'aell argulllcnt beside would 
æw 


· Cicero, TU5C. Ill. 


t Jerus. DeJiv. Liù. XIV. JO, 
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blunt and forcelesl;j in comparison. It i5 c.langerous to follow men into the decp- 
e
t reæ
 ...;; of their heart and behold what pa!--

s there: I will not, thef"(-'
)re, in- 
vite the moc.lerns to search into the ground
 of their hatred for confession. To 
per,,;;oll:o, ob
tinate in the concJu!-'ions of pn:judice, reader, would I turn not, whe3 
viewing historically the <,;ulwrnatural fmtures in the morality of the Catholic 
church. On confe:--sion and indulgence I will "peak not as if to an ignorant mul- 
titude, nOl' to judges, nor to senators, more accustomed to action than to the comtem- 
plation of things, but as to a man interiorly philosophic who understands and loves 
philo
ophy . 
Re
peeting the hatred of truth and the love of deceiving and of Leing deceived ob- 
servable in UlallY Ulf'n, Pa..;chal says, (. )Iark a proof of this which fills me with 
horror. The Catholic religion does not oblige one to discover his sins indiffer- 
ently to all the world; it permits him to remain concealed from all other men ex- 
cepting one only, to whom it commands bim to disclose the bottom of his heart, 
amI to show him
elf sueh as he really is. There is only this one man in the 
worlc.1 that it orders us to undeceive, and he is obliged to an inviolable secrecy, so 
that this knowledge is in him a:; if it was 110t in him. Can one imagine any thing 
more charitahle all(Imore gentle? Keverthele:5S, the corruption of man is 
uch 
that he fimls this a hard law, and it is one of the principal reasons which have 
made a great part of Europe revolt against the church."* You have heard the great 
thinker of modern tinH's; lct u
 now att('nc.l to the philo:;;ophy of the middle agl'
. 
"Silence re
pectiJ)g :-in," 
:IYS the 
ra4er of the Senteuces, "ari:)Cs from pride of 
heart. For a man wi:.;hes not to conf('
.., his sin in uNcr that he may not be re- 
puted external1y !'uch as he exhibits himself ill the 8ight of God, which c.le
ir(' 
!-'pl'ings from the fountain of pride. FOI' it i,.; pride in a 
inner to wi;o,h to be e:-<teelllOO 
ju:-t, alJ(l it i,.; hypocri...y to palliate or deny om. sil11ikc our first parents, or like 
Cain to bury it in 
iJc..lI('e. .xow where there is pride and hypocrisy there can be 
no humility, awl without humility there is 110 forgiveness. :Therefure, when' there 
i... 
ilell(,(, re
peding r-in there can he no hope of pJ.rdol1. Ifere then," he con- 
tinue
, "we see how ùetestable is tIle silencc of !-'in, and how nece..::oöary is confl':-:
ioll, 
which i:-i the evidence of a con
cience fearing Goc.l; for he who fears thejlldgmcnt of 
God doc..; not bl ll:-:h to ("011 ft':-::oö. Perfect f('ar d i:oö:oöol \"('s all :-:hame. The confe:-:o:ion 
of :--in h:I"; shaml'. awl that :-,hal
le is a heavy pllni
hmcnt : and for this reason we 
are commanded to ('oufe..;:-:, that we may 
uffcr :-.hanH', for this i
 part of the c.1i- 
viucjtul;.:ment."t Thus tl1(' wonls o[ 
t. John, heginning with "if we conf
:; our 
:-in:o:,"::: wel'e not understood a..: impl)'iug' merel
', "If we
ay that we are sinners 
:;enerally with all the world," but a
 t
lching the necessity of sut1èl'ing the :-<hamc 
and humiliation of ('onfp:-,:o:ing on("s per
()nal particular sin:;; nor W:.iS there t'i.mIHI 
anyone formel'lv to maintain that this ('ould he an immoral shame which would 
injure rather th
n repair the soul's purity. That extreme horror on finding that 


"Pensecs I. Parti,', .\.11. Y. 


t Lih. IV. Di
liDct.18, 19. 



 1 Joan. 1. 9. 
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OIH' ha
 1)('C'1l :-1I"pc'd, tI of ('rime, "hi('h Tic'('},,':, Ill'ro t'VIIlC't... ill his ('onver:-:at ion 
with Baltha...:u., OIl]Y rrov('(l in fwt :111 1Il1ilhm.JillatecI hLart: mol" 'Over, this 
oVf'r:--traim'cI :uu] f,]:--e honor 1"1'Ve.l]:,\ it..; OWIl w(.aklll'.....;, for hy its \"ery inùignation 
it evinl"(''; its c'tÞII\.ietion that thc f,JI \\a... pos:,ib]c'. It i
 worthy of rc'mar]
, that 
while tIlt' ('hl1l"('h inflidc'cIIH.'I
unc'Cou a]] who evc'r m:ule 1Ill'lItioll of l"
piatf'(1 ...in..;,- 
for amoug thc' PPllitPlitia] (":111011'; (If the ru](' uf
t. C'o]umball, we> rl':u], "lIf'\\ho 
rc.btc.., a ..ill a]rp:uly ('
piatt'tl !o'haH f,..t JU hn':ul ancl watc'r for u da.'","*- -the \"l'ry 
lawn wll() dPllounc't't1 the ac.t of humility that !-he impo
pd a.; illjurious, macle Jlo 
:o-enlp]c not on])' :,.. \\c hc.f()f"(
 (,IN'n'pcl, in r,...tillg ill :--"If-('outt'mp]atiou, hut a]:5o 
. 
in ronf ing the 
in.; of tlu ir I
'st lift.; or ratllC'l. ('
ultc'(] ill being ab]c' to r('('all 
thc' n'nwml)('raurc of them, di..:c.lo..;illg tlH'1I1 ill clC'tail with cffront('f)": thcir 0\\11 
rl'tro:-l)('(.tivc lIarr:ttion differing from the confl':....inl1 \\hich thc.)' n:nol1nf'el1 ami 
:--tigmati7(,(], only in tlu' eirC'um:--tan('t:' that theirs was made in dl'fianl"c of the law of 
(;c"-I, in harclelll'tl iml)('niten('c' in"('lhihlc to :-h:lIIH'. . 
"0 fearfill thou
ht!"' {',.if.... 
. .J ,,1111 ('I i ma{'h U", "thf'rc are mon1f'nt
 of cldiriur" 
in the carf'Cr of :--in, \\ hen lUan f('al'S 110t Go,1, c
tL '111.., a-; uotlling the uh'lIlOry of 
l'Í('rnal pUlli:,hnU'nt, c
c'Cr:ltl':"I prayf"', lo()l
s at tllC rc'lic'i of the clemI :1:) if tlKY 
\\ pre :--('n...(.lc':--:o1 ....tc)J)C'.....t Tnit', iIlt1C'('tI ; hut \\ hat i
 it to l"ef1c.("t that ;a COll::,C- 
qUt'IH'C of a ncw iustrudioll, wicldy illlpart('cI mltl IC'gally (.
tahli:-h('(1 in 
üme 
pJ:H't:''';, thi
 i-; th' ca
 with 111('11 JlOW, not cln..ill
 1II01l1('nto; of clelirum, for \\ hic'h 
thc.y might r(1)('nt allClll1al..c arlll'lId..., Imt throughout their ,d101c livc...., whieh 
P"". in an unillft'rrupt('(,1 (":'1"('('1. of ...df-( 
leem antI ('()ngratllintion? To thc "1II1I1a- 
II1f'lItal ol
('Ctiou ofth
 mOl 1""11";, th.. h.....t II1c)\l,. ofl.ppl.\' woulcI he 
im.pl'y tu relate 
in the c.I{':lr a lit I prc'(.i... . lan,ruagp of tilt' mic1cllc. a
c',,; \\ hat \\"a-; the CatilOli(' dodrinc. 
Taking, thC'n, lIngo of St. '''idol' fi 1" their n'prl'
ntative, let 11-; JlC'ar what 
he ,..:tY:i rc
:,pc'('ting :-o.lccrc1ot:l1 ab...olutinu. "SohlS Dcui pt'CC:lta dimittit ; yet 
:1utllOrit ies have that pO\H'r hy whieh prie...ts forgive sin!', and that by which 
(;c..1 forgi\"t
.s the1l1. But l'ri(...t
 arc ":licI to forg-i\'c :-in..., bL'(,'ause th('y :ulmini:"\- 
tpr tlw :-3,CT:lments in \,"hic.h, alltl hy whic'h, f'ill'" arc hy the (,Iivine authority, f(Il'- 

Î\.ell."
 \\11('11 it \\ 3'i :-ai(1 that tla(' form (If ah
ullltion which h:ul 1x.'C1I ill 11:" 
thirt)" )'(':u's lwfiu'f' W3
 cl('pr('('atury, awl that "'ïlliaßl or ..\uxerrc, ""iIliam of 
Pari:-, Hm] e:ln1in:l1 Hugo thou
ht that this \Va:; the (Jnly ancient form,::;' Thomas 

\quina
 r('pliec1, that "he dill not know whC'thf'r thi.; wen' true or not; but ill 
any ca.-.e 110 authority uf alltieplity ('cmlel do pr<juclice to the \\ orels uf om' Lorcì, 
"Yhatc\'cr you bha}) bind (HI <arth.' " TJIU
 in
t('aJ uf being tcmptN to cntt'r 
with tlwm upon ::-'lIhtlp, alltiqllarÏ3n invcstigation:"!, he embraced the "pirit of 
lIltiqllity. It i:'\ elmr, howp\'f'r, from the Homan council undcr pope Zacharia, 
that the form of the t-a(','amc'ut of confe:,...ion \\:1-; th<'11 :-:imilar to what it i..; :It 
prc"'Cllt.
 
tri<'tly judicial 1::) the 1-:lC'cnlotal OtlìL'C 
 that ,ilh ac- 


· Bih!it'tht'. 'I. Pntrum, Tom. XII. 2. t Grad. À"'V. 
t lIul!n cle :0;. \ïcnt. de }:C'clc<i:in.tics IImdi
, Lih.I. enn.2.). 

 
 Ihll. Pra.fat. in Ill. 
æcul, Benedict, 
 6. 
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curate precision ha:-; the church retained the name of Basilica, which !'ignified that 
upper part of thp forum, where ju
tice was admini:4eroo to the pcople.* 
The world, which instigates men to acts of inju
tice, is :Ipt to snggp-t aftenvards 
that the assurance of divine forgivene!'s is ungroulICled am) pnju{)icial. The 
modern philo!o'opher holds language in regard to him who ha
 !.('PII loo:,f'd hy 
f:acerdotal ab!'olution, which might remind one of the fearful :,trife which Buon- 
conte describes to Dantp. 


"Me God's fin
el took, 
'Vbilst he of heU exclaim'd : '0 thou from heav'n I 
Say, wherefore ha:-t thou rohh'd me! Thus of him 
Tb' eternal portion hear'st witb thee away 
For one poor tear.' "t 


But the wisdom of the ages of faith does not yield to such a cry as this. And 
in fact, there was 110 error which struck more at the root of Catholic man- 
ners, than the despair which led to it. Every man who hath rebellious proved 
to the law of heaven's justice, might say, like Exton, after murdering Richard 
the Second, 


"For now tbe devil tbat told me I did well, 
Says, tbat this deed is cbronicled in hell." 


Such accusation is heard in the hearts of all who are conscious of guilt with- 
out knowing how to e!o'cape from it. In this mental torment steeped, there i::i 
what Kovalis remarks, in the gt'eate,.;t phy:-;ical pain, a paralysis of susceptibility, 
than .which 110 disposition is more easily embraced. 1\lan then stands as a de- 
structive power. Alone, unconnected with the rest of the world, he feels himself 
almighty, and l
as for principle the hatred of man and of God.! \reary at 
length of sitting like the sullen Achilles, E'rroõlOY ãx8; åpOVpl1;,
 a :itat
 
equally obnoxious both to nature and grace,-Lcllt on de
truction, amI yet un- 
determined what object to :-:eIect, stung with 
l1dden wrath, he turns his fury in- 
ward on himself, and joins the wretched band, whom, now more than evpr 
numerous are found; for without descending to the regions of the dead, we can 
daily behold what Dante witnesseth, that 


"The damned to o'erpass the river sre not ]ostb; 
For so heaven's justice goads tbem on, tbat fear 
Is turned into desire." I 


Thus he makes that dismal choice to which the hcathens devoted their enemies, 
a5 in the Virgilian line, 


.. Di meUm's piis, erroremque bostibus iIlum."-; 


How many men in our age re:-;emble that eternal wanderer whose sorrows have 
been described in the legpndary songs of eve..y people, 
lI1d whom a modern author 


* Mt. Aut. Surgentis Neapolis IlIllstrata c. VI. 

 Il. XYIlI. 104. I IIcll. III. 


t Purg. V. t Schrirten. II. 
9f1. 

 Georgic. Ill. :>13 
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hai found bO apt a E'uhj(.('t for thE' wiM po('..;y in wl.i('h hi.. 
('nius takes delight. 
.\h! ('oultl the inh'rnal lallgua
e of ('on-('il'(J('(', mailltaillillg a continul'd cou\"{'rl'la- 
tion \\ iLia tlal':o-e \\ J"l.tdlC'd vi<<.,tiua:o-, l>\: hc.'anl Ly utiwr:-., llll\\ often \\ uuld be 1"e- 
P(',Ite..1 tIt(' f('arful dialogue 1)(.tw('('11 ..\ha!-'ul'nI" alul tla(, f
Ihll"t1 an
cl. "I fed 
a poi:'lIn un my lip.. \\ hid. I drink 
It l'\"('r)' bn.ath. \\"ill it bt':1:-. hint'r to-mUlTO\\"? 

[orc Littt'l" to-l1lOITO\\ than ),(...tl'rtJay, in the c\'('niug tlaau tll(' IHornillg; more 
hitter at the bottom of thy 113:0-1.. than at the brim; more hiUl'r iu thy lodgillg 
than on thy jOIlI"lH')", on thy journey than on th)" ù<<'}mrture j more bittt'r in the 

tar than ill the tt'mpl'-t j mort' Litter than in tlu> :-tar ali(I till' tt'mpe..t, 011 the lips 
awl in till' C'Y(''': of tile ho..t. "
It'r
 goe:o't thou? To illY laou-l'. Thy gat(. is 
:o-hut, timu :-halt 11<<"\"('1. pa.... it more. J 11:1\'e not yet taken illY 
lIl(laL... 1101' my 
belt, nor my duak. Thou ha:o-t no Il '<.1 of them. Thuu ",halt ha'"c fur coat of 
mail thy ti:o-..ue (If :-OITU\\
, and fur doal, the" ind, the 
now, allel the rain of an 
(.ft.rual cloud. I kno\\ lIot the road" Tlaou :-halt follo\\ tht' trad.. of the ('ralll'
 
acro:--s the ,..ky j timu t-halt walk on thorm.. The gates of th . city f.hall
)" to 
thee, fartlwr ; 3nd the ri\.cr, hy thr hanli
 of \,hil'h thou wUl1ltht ..it clown, 

haJl 
:tY f:u.t1wr, {:,Irthel". to the "a, :lnd th 
 Ñ,'a !o-hall 
r to thu', farther, 
farther. 6\1 t thou not the del'mll \\ al)(lcr('r who 
haI11J:t,'e ncither ,.lc'ep 110r 
re:--t, \\ ho f-hall ne\'c,'r 
t t' the tl'mplc' of h i:- ,"ow till t lae (ka( I f'11:J1I ...huw tIle" 
tll(' W:I)" tu tilt' I:.t
t jll(l
n}('nt ill the ,"aile)' of Jo..aplJ:lt ?. TIJl'
 writers faLl,' 
l'U1. Thi
 (.dlO, thii ,"oil" of tile llIountaiu, thi
 tradition of the bCUlcncc ot 
(;olgotha, dt'part, Ùl'part, f:lrthcr on, farther on, pUI""IIC
 c\.cry buul of man tllat 
(1odh c\"jl j vainly dOt,
 the :o-iuul'r H,"('],: to :--hal..e from hi:-. head this Llaek crown 
of earl's. 110 turn
 to e\'l'r)" lUall hut to him II)" "huUl he could be dclivere(l, and 
a ks, 


"('anst thou not mini...tt'r In ft mind dh.eased; 
Pluck from tùe nu'mot)' ß mOIHl 8C1rrow; 
It. e out the '\\ riUen Irouh]cs of the hrøin; 
6\11(1, "itù 80me IW . .t oblivious lIutitåote, 
Clean
 the stutT('(1 ho
()m of that perilous stuff 
Which '\\eigh9 upon the beaut!" 


Ill' can de::;cribc the c\'il well, th()u
h he (li
chlill<'; to apply to IIim who could 
rl'l11tWC it j di:'C.1aiu:" I !'ay, fiw rC'lnark llf'retlaat it was not with tlac lJIediciuallore 
of the churc.'Ia, as with th(> rellU'dit''i of :,uhtle inv(.:--ti'T:ttor:-. ofllature, the bc..>Cret 
of which "as limitc'C.l to a fl'w. .Fm. tllet-oul's health, th(' most obscure and igno- 
rant kncW' or might ha,.e known ,\ here to apply in time of need, as the eh:Ulloi,- 
hunter in )bllfrec.1, whert' he :òays to that dark \\":lI1(I(,I'('r, 


"
Ian of 
l1ul:!!C "Oil!:", luul 
()mc half-m.lllticning sin, 
"
bich mlll..l's theC' Iwop]e vacancy, whlltc'cr 
Thy t1reucl nnd ..utTerance bc, there's comfort )'et- 
The aid of holy men_HIt 


· )ll1nrrcd, Act II, 
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Do yon a:-k where arc they fOHml? Enter any of our churches, and there 
yon will find them, like their divinc :\Ia
ter 011 tl1e mountain, 
aled waitill';; fur 
you. Truly tl1e view of a cOllfe::,::5Ìonal, which excites the dcri:-ioll of the llj(,(,lern 
:-ophist:.:, is enough to bring before the minù's eye of the faithful, Cllli..t aUll the 
beatitude of l1<.'a ,"en. Ill' taught them :-:-eated on tl1e ruotllltaiu, to 
hllw, as bt. 
J3crnanliuc of Sienna remarks, "the sublimity aud peace of the divine wisdolli. 
Ill' sat a:-: if waiting for men ; waiting for them ill their bi<:knc
s amI illfil"lllitil'
, 
f01' men arc slow to believe tl1e things that are Chri
t's, slow to ullden;taml \\ hat 
i:::. u
efl1l, slow to perform what is neces:-ary, slow to penitence when they leave 
the right \rar 
llld pour out their ::iouls in sin; but the benignity of Goù, tl1e pa- 
tiellce of God, the charity of Christ waits for their rcpentance, seeking uot \'cngeauce 
but to :õllOW mercy. IIis miui:õterssit, ther,=fore to attract thc la'arer:;. "'hy call I 
not hwr them 
peak stamling? :\Iethinks I hear you say, I llo not like tl1is attrac- 
tion; I di:.:dain tbis authority. True, when there is a di!'('our
e in YO\lr a:,
clllhlics 
to 
e('l1br men, the orator geueraJIy stand:" as if invitiug to baule. llut 
here, when men are suppo:.:ed to be religiou::i amI contemplative, or de:,irous 
of becoming 
o, the high l'('mllli
:-,i(Jlll d teacher remain:-; 6eated, a
 if iu\'it- 
ing men to tranquillity and peace."* 
',"ouM you learn no\\" ho\\" this rpmedy is administered to the contrite? Listen 
then tothe ('onf
sor, who :-pcaks tothc pl'nitentin the wordsofSt. .Augu:5tin. "Per- 
('hanc
 you will 
ay I ha\'e been baptized ill Christ, when all my past sins were 
forgi\'en. I am now become too vile, resuming my former way
, and in the eyes 
of Goll returning like a loathsome dog to his vomit. "Thither shall I go from 
his 
pirit? 'Vhirher shall I fly from his face? "Thither, brother, unll':'s by 
penitence to thc mercy ofllim whose power thou diùst scorn by sinning? For 
from him no one rightly flie
, but to him, from his severity to his goollJH.

-for 
whatl'\'er you lllay ha\'e done, wbatever Illay have been your 
ill, you are still 
in life, from which God, if he had bl'ell altogether unwilling to !'avc you, would 
bave taken you off. 'Yhy, therefore, do you not kIlo\\" that tbe paticnce of God 
lmddh you to repe11tance? For he who hy crying out ùill not pre\'ail upun you 
not to withdraw from him. by :,paring you, cries out persuaùillg you to retuw."t 
"_\.s there is 110 tree so thorny anù gnarled that it l'3nnot bc made 
mooth b)' the 
skill of the arti:,an, 
o there is no sinner," :oöaid holy Giles the }....ranl'is
m, ,,
O 
flagitiou:o:, that God cannot change his heart, and adorn him with the 'virtues of 
his grace." 
According to St. Augu
tin, the sin-against the Holy Gho
t is that of him who 
de..:pail'ing, mocking, or (lc
pi
illg the preaching of grace by which sins are wa.:;hed 
away, and of peace hy wllieh we are l'('coneill'd 10 God, refuses to ÙO }>('nancc, re- 
Eì(lh'e
 to remain hardclIl'll ill tllcir illlpioll:- and deadly sweetne:::.s, aUlI 
o per- 
seVCl't'S to the enù.! 811, when certain unworthy monk:. of St. Dcnis turnl.J. 


* 
. Bernardini Senensis, tom. I II. Ser. IY. 
t 
. _\ugust. in Epist. I. ad H. 1m. 


t Scrm. CCCLl. 
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upon \ haillard, who ('haritablJ ('I}(]('.l\'ored tl) conYl'rt them to a holier life, and 
rl'lllilHled Iii I)) (If his 0\\ II !o-ill and till' 

audal he Iiall ol"t.'a..iolled, he du...cù th
ir 
mouths by tlll'''.' b...&1uliÚ.l worth. of St Gn'gury, "Pl'Cl'J.rc hurnallum est, Pl'rma- 
uere autem in pt.,('{'alis diabolil'um."* 
BJ confe:,:,ion :11)(1 ab:,olutioll, &lY the moderns, it is l'
)" for tlw grmt
t crim- 
i na1.... to trallq u ill izp t hei.. (.on:-:('i('IJ{'(', DlU1 C'on("t'i \'e th(,Ill:-'t'1 \"('
 gO(x] Cathol ics. True,' 
jf thcir pl'llitc.n('C be 
ilJl'('n'. Bllt \\ hat tll('lI? ]:. the dmrt.h a N.'huol uf philoso- 
plH'r:-" boa:o.ting of im})(,(,l'able ju:-tiec? So far otllerwi:-'l', that St. Augu:-,tin ('Om- 
pares it to all a...ylum opcnl,(] for the rcfu::;c of ever). state. U Rl'mi:,:-,iun of sins," 
:-aith he, "whi(.h roll('('t
 ('iti7.ew.. to the etf'rflal country, ha
 .."mething to which 
lIy a :-hadow Ihcl'C \\:b a ccl.taiu....illlilituùc in that 
l
ylull1 of Rt)mulu
, in which 
impunity of l'Yl'r)" crimp drl'w togpther tllat multitude> hy whieh tll(' --tate was 
fcJIIlull'(1."t Y UU Illark what was Iii..; idl'a of the city of Goo OIJ earth. "The 
N\l'ramCIlt.s of the CatllOli . C'lmrl'h wen' lIot for the just, but fi,r t'inners hungering 
antI tltir
ling after ju:,ticc. Thi:') \\a.... the grace whi('h I)('al('(] the infirm, not 
pro\llll,y boa...ti ng of a îa1se beatitude', but rather 11 umbly cOllfes.:,ilJg a true rui
t.r)". "t 
']'Ia(' \\orM's 7('31 for virtue amI the chur('Ia'
 1o\ge for justice, are per
onified aud 
(1rawll to the life h). Shakl':--pearc ill t\\O linc:-" where, to the indignation and l:iCornful 
(I'I{.
tioll of Leollato to poor lIero, 


"{)08t thou look up!.' 


The Friar J.uswcr
, 


.. Yea: "hcrcfore should she not ?"
 


Th(' whole spirit of the ratholic rf'li
ion is in this r('p1y, "".IH'I'efore shoulcl ...he 
not 1" h :\I:tjor ('
t di\.ina mi
('ri('orclia qllam hmnana lI1i
eria."1! 
TIow f-oon :'l'pf'arf',1 (;od'
 mer('y npon \dam alul E,'(', ('\"('n in the first judg- 
11)(,l1t, r('\.f'I....in
 in...tant death, ami dC)thin
 thf'm nak('tl ! "Furtlwr," says Loui
 
of Bloi:-" "rpad the wh01(' lift' of Chri...t. ""lint f'1
p (1" 
.on hdl0hl hut ('on:-tant 
JI)('I"('.'" for all nH'll? Gratuito\l,I.'" IH' CIII'('.. the ,..i('k, ff'f'd
 tlae hnn
ry, a......i:-ts 
those who are in dall
('r, ('It'all:-;('
 the l('pprs, giv(':; ..:ight to the blilill anti !'tr.'ngth 
to the bnll', C-1.S
 out th.yil:-" raisc
 the deatl, amI ab 'oh.cs the p('llitent. Exam- 
ine ng-ain his do('trinp, and what ('l
p clops it h,'mthe hut an irnme'nsp ßlpr('y of 
(;o<l? }'or what ('I
e apP('.m.; in the parahlp of the lo:-;t f-lll'ep, of the lo
t pipC'c 
41f mOlH'Y, of tlU' t-OUlU) to \\hom tltt'n' i:-- 110 11('(.'<.1 of a ph
.!-i('ian, to the 
en'ant 
wl1<'sc whole (1ebt is forgiven, of the len(ll'r who excuses both hi
 dehtors, of tIlt' 
puhlic:m and the pl13ri", e, of the good ::3amaritan, of thp kind ..tpwarcl, of the pro- 
(1iI-,ral 
()n? Do('g not the \"ery word Gos[X'1 promi:o:p mercy? Ðops not the v('r
' 
JlanH' ,T('
tJ..; promi!"e 
alvation to simH'r
? ((\rho ('ouM ha\'e thought," 

ays Pdi

un, I.tl.at the 
inful woman would have ohtairwd hy her lo\'e and 
tendernc
, the reward of \'irgin
? That the rohber puni!'hE'd for his crimes, 


· 'I )rnJ. in Job. t D( ("h itale Dd, till. Y. 17. t !d. X. 28. 

 )Iul'h Ado nl,nut Xuthing, IY. 1. I Petro Dlcs .... Llldovic. Blosii Con
olatio pllsillan. I. 
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should h:we found in his punishment the Iwivilege of martyrs?* If the ten 
I<,pet.s, who were desired to go and show thcll1selvl'S to the prie
t,;, were healed 
as they went, how much more have the spi,'itually defiled rea"'OIl to expect that 
they will be cleanspd by complying with the institution of Christ, in revealing 
their interior maladies to those ministet"s of his mercy who have e5pecial author- 
ity f!"Om him to obliterate or to make indelible?" 
S1. Augustin, speaking of tlae Scriber., and Pharisees who brought to our 
Lord the woman taken in adultery, de:-;ircs us to observe what was the a(l- 
mimble mildne:,s of our Lord. They considered that he was too merciful, 
too gentle.t On the samc day the church reads this Guspel and the history 
of SU
311t1a accu
ed by the elders and condcmned to death. Here is the contrast 
of human judgment and that of Christ. The one pronounced death, the other 
th
5e gracious words, "
eithet. do I condealU1 thee; go, amI sin no more." \V' e 
condemn these 8ct"ibes and Pharisees, and yet they only fulfilled what the 
law impos
d on them. They ought to have been the first to throw the 
first stolle, and the people were to finish afterwards what they had begun. Bc- 
hoM what should l'onfound those who accuse the church fut. recei\'ing sinBers? t;t. 
Augustin says that the Jews who had crucified Out. Lord afterwards fell into de- 
spair, but they ought not to ha\'e dispaired sillce Je
us had prayed for thcm 
on the cross, and had pleaded in excuse their ignorance.t 81. Bonaventura UII- 
doubtedl)" :-.pc'd
s the univer..;al sentim('nt of mcn in the midllIe ages 011 thi"i 
point, " for," !'aith he, "the mercy of our God is irnmen:,c, aud if the,'e were in 
you alone all the :,ills that e\'et. wcre committed, or coulll he committed hy othet" 
men, his me.'cy wOl1ld still exceed them infinitely, and he would pardon you all 
these thing.;, if you returned to him trusting in the wounds of Christ, and in the 
c1emency of his 1\Iother, considering yourself a sinner, and humbly turning your 
mind to the fountain of pity." 
 "l\IiIlies excideras, toties yult "pes uti re- 
surgas," wa
 the maxim of the monks of 81. Gila in the tenth century. ".K ullum 
ppccatum criminale dum di!'plicet," saith St Augustin, "nulIulU vClliale ùum 
placet." _-\.s DUl"andus observes, the church in her offices reads from the 
writings of David, who was a homicide atHi an adulteret", fmill thoge of ::\Iat- 
thew, who was a publican, from those of Paul, who was a cruel per:-,C'cutor 
of Christ, and fmm those of St. Augustin, who wa
 a )fanichæan, holtling forth a 
wOl1l11"OIls standard to rally the di
persed amI to remuve de
pair from sinlJers.1I 
"Lpt no one distrust," s.ays 81. Ambro::ie; "let no oue cou::icious of ancient 
ins 
de
pair of divine rewanls. The Lord knows how to change his 
entence, if 
yon know how to amend your fauIts."
 In a word, 
ay the doctors of the 
middle age
, '" IIi
 mercy i,,,; as incomprehensible as his justice." 
r\::5 in this world, the abuse of all good gifts tì>llow as naturally as shadows do 


* Rèponse nux objectioDs, sect. V. 

 Slimnl. rlivin. amoris, Pars 11, cap. 4. 
.. Lih. 11. in Luc. c. 1. 


t Tractat. in 33 Joan. t Traclat. 31 in Joan. 
I Durauda RatioDale, Lib. VI. c. 1. 
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(In light, it ('an litt1{' 
urprise uo; to find that the ";3cranwnt of pen3nce should be 

olUctilUc;; })('r\oert('(l from its true intention and ...pirit, b)' wcaR and deluded men. 
"Tht\rc are !-onU'," ba)":i 
l. \.mbru...., "who.J.:5k for pcn:mre that they may he 
at once I"(":torC(llo communion. Thpse do not :-v much (If'!'ire to be loosed as to 
hind the prie:-t, for they do uot uubunll'n their owu cou&'ieuce, but they burùen 
his."* 
Tnle, there is a horribl{' perversity which may po.....ibly develop itc;elf in the 
pmNiæ of rt'peatCtI ronf '... ion, to whil'h a mllst aftcctiu
 alIu...ion IS made by 
Guiht,rt tll' Xo;('nt, in the hi
tory of his 0\\ n life, who
e \Hml..., however, are 

lJtlicient to cOJl\.inC't' every thou
ht ul rl':1(ll'r that it i
 a ...tain from which hu- 
manity in general i t xempt. I
,t us lH'ar this innocent holy abbot tR.::,tifying 
agailJ
t him...elf. "! confl.....s, U God, the C3u
e ûf my Ïtlfinite crrors j I conf., 
tht> 
ins of my boyhood, youth, and maturc ngl'. Of tell llo 1 C'.lll to mind how I 
have rt'l)('atedly ...innul ngain
t tn('(', unt! hu\\, aftt'r eaeh fall, thou 
ditl...t 
rnnt me compunction, and how thou did..[ l)('ar with nil' \\ ith a pa- 
tiencc beyond all that I C:1n iruagine, ami such 3:-. I (-an never 
lIflìcient1y admire. 
IIa..; this now I)('('n un ill:,olf'nt piety to go on thu
 sillnin
, anù between sinuing 
rt'turning to thl'l'? Thou knnwl':-t that I (li(1 not therefore 
in bc<.'.lu
e I felt thee 
to he merciful. I <1i(1 not alm..re thy l11('rcy, when through the 1H'l-'C:,..;ity of 
iu- 
ning I W
 compcIIt'tl to sin. Truly, :-uch an ubu-.c \\ould be too profane, if, 

u
c after 
iu, the return to thee ,,
vpr)O f:..c-.\", the c-x ... of binning !-llOuld 
alw:1Y
 have ddight('(l II1r. } 
in truly, hut h:lving- rec(.'i\.C(1 rl'3"10n, it gricvc
 me 
ill thc l'f}t.'dion of my I)('art to Ilave trall:-gn':OÒ"l'tJ, wlll'never my mind ha
 !'uc- 
cumht'tl to the heavy h'mptation. Pouhth.... heft' i. :,ufllt'ient to fill me with 
humiliation ami sorrow; Imt amit1,t th
 daily lualadies, alul as it \\crc, rc:-Ul'- 
1"l'(.tiolJ:o', \\ hat ought J to do? "llCther is it not much morc f'anc to struggle to 
approada tI)('(' fOI' a tinH', or f.)r a mOIJH.'llt to take hrl'.lth in tlH'(" than to forg
t 
till' rl'Ill('tly ami to lle:-,pair of gm('C j fOI' what i
 to lll':-p:air, uulc:-s to caðt onc'::J 
EjP}f \\ itla llcliheration into e\"er)' 8iuk of fla!!itiou!o.n ,-.,."t 
Thus the men of thc elcventh <..'Cntury had l(.h amI cOII...idercd, and r<.:jccteù ß'i 

r()llI)(lk...:"', thr ohj('('tion whit.h is now hroug-ht witli 
uch e1amor again...t the 
faith 3aulllisciplilll' of th(' ('hureh. 
'" <" an> toM al:...u hy :--onll', that the p(,lJanC'C of the Catholic elaur('h renders 
men R!ti:-fil'l.l with a mere furmal prof,' -ion, "ithout a ::,inccl'c return to lTOtl. 
liut in this dCl'P 
l1"picion, n...1<]er, rest thou not. It i:i impo:--:;iule for any onc ill 
the ]('a4 imuw1t'tl with tll(' learning of the middle ag'l''', to (Iollht whf'tlacr the Joc- 
trine of the elmrl'h on thi:-; point he obnoxioll:-' to 
llch a charge. "Tt'ue contri- 
tion," say theologian!', "i
 onc of thc act..; of the penitent which are, as it were, the 
matterofthi
 !--arf'.lment.t" .\ repcntance to which the three pal.ts di(] not belong, "a
 


· De Pænhent. Lib. II. c. 9. t Guiberti 9.bb. de X()vig
nto de Vita flU8, Lib. I. c:Jr. 1 
t CODC. Trident. 
L'SS. 14. cap. S. 
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not permitted. to tranquIlize any conscience." "Penance," says St. Gregory, "is 
to weep for pl'rpertrated evil:;;, and not to commit again \, hat we "
p f()r." Isi- 
dore say:;, "he i
 penitent wllO continue:-i to commit that for which he ha:J ùOlie 
penallce."* 
Pope Piu
 the Fir:,t, in his epistle to all the faithful says, "Sihil pl"Odl':'Í hom- 
illi jejunare et orare et alia religioni::; opera agere, ni
i mens ab inquitate rcvocetur. 
And the )Ia:--ter of the Sentences, treating on the 
acr3ment of pcnance, rl'marks 
that Ollr Lord :--aid, ""Ymle, et amplius noli peecare," aud did not 
ay, "Xc pecce
," 
bur harbor not even the wi::-h to 
in.t "The only remedy for !o-in," says St. Uùo 
the secoud abbot of Clllni, "i:, to refrain from committing it in fllture."t 
"True penauc p ," ::;a)"::; Richard uf St. '....ictor, "is to gricve for thc pa4 prevari- 
cation, with a firm purro
e of confe
sing, of satisfying, and uf avoilling sin in 
future. \Vith this dispo
ition penitents are worthily ahsolved hy the priest; 
otherwi:",e, they are 
ent away without ab:-501utioll, that i:" their sins are retained.
 
Hugo S1. '....ictor expre
ses it thus: "The re
urreetion of Lazarus designated the 
effel'ti \'e ab:;olution of the priest; for it was not until our Lord had called him, 
a lit I I'estored him to life, saying, 'Lazaru!', corne forth l' amI until he had come 
forth, that he was loosed by the di
ciple=-,: frùm which consideration \\e may re- 
ruark, that tho:,e only we !'houlJ loo!'e by pa:,toral authority whom we under
t3ll<1 
our Author hath re:",tored to life by re5u
cit3ting gra('c."11 :'True con fl':':'" ion amI true 
penance," saith he, in another place, "impl)' that a man !'o repents hi
 ha\'illg sin- 
ned that he does not repeat the cl'ime."
 The monks ofS1. GaIJ, in the tenth cen- 
tury conveyed the 
åme le
,()n ill verse, 


"Optime p]orantur, quæ postea non geminantur:'** 


"All this is expresc;:ed in a terrific image hy the grmt poet of the ages of faith, 
when Count Guide da 
Ioìltefeltro, whom he meets in hell, though he is rash and 
unjust in pIacing him there, discribes hi:o' being seized by the dark cherub, when 
he W3.:) numbered with tllP dead, who cried to Him who wouId have rescued him, 
"'Vrong me not; he is mine, and must be10w to join the wretched crew.' " 


"No power can the imp
nih'nt ahsolve; 
Nor to repent, and will, I\t once consist, 
By contradiction nbsoJute forbid. 
Oh, misery! how I 
hook myself, when he 
Selz'd me, and crie(), 'Thou JlRply thought'at me not 
A disputant in logic so exact."tt 


A gIance at l\IanipuIus Curatorum (If Gui()o de )[o11te Rocherius of Rheims 
in the thirteenth century, or one page of the books of Robert de 80roon. entitIed 


· In Lib. II. de summ bono, cap. 16. t 
ent('nt, Lib. IV. Distinct. 14 
t Bib1iothee. C]uniaeens. 318. 
 Richardi. S. Viet. Dc Protest ate Jigandi et so]v('ndi, c. 6. 
I Hugo S. Vict. De EecJesiast. Officiis, Lib. I. cap.26. ... De Anima, Lih. III. c. 31. 
.'" Ildefons, von Arx Gf'sehicbte des 81. GaJlen. I. 267. tt He]1. XXVII. 
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De COD'Cicntia and He Coufe",iolH', 'HHlId ))l' foufficient to df'h'r ::my on' of 
ortlinarJ COUf".1g' from a('cu::ijng tIll' p 'nitellt:- :mcl din't'tors of tllO...e timt.5 of 
being tleficiC'llt in 
pirit1l3Iit)". tr Truly, till' langU:1gl' of tL.
 allcil'nt writers is 
more ealculah'() to makl' men tremblc for theDl
h-cs, than to excite a l-pirit of 
critici:-m in rt' b ..-anl to othcr
. 
Iftl10u had:-t, rl'
u)cr, lt.'llt hithl'rto a \\illin
 t':lr to those wllO vili(," DlHI mock 
our holy faith, ftn' hoMing f
t tIll' pl"Omi:- 'of our Lord, I will render tlll'c mure 
apt to cope with them, and let tl.i:) l,\"it)el1<:c 


"Ih'n('dllrth be lead unlo tb)" feet, to mnkð 
Tilt C bIll" 
t mllliun ns ß We,Lr) rnnn, 
Botl! III Ihe ')l'll' :lIul '1U1)' Ihllll .cest nol."t 


:--t. .\mhrose 
))'
 th:1t it i
 far l'a:--it.r to pn'Sl'rvc pHlr iIUlO('CI1('(', Ihan truly to 
n'llI'llt.! Y,,:-;, this was in primili\'e timl"''', )"011 ....a)", but what thol1J!ht the d:u'k 
ag-p,"! IIl.ar, theu, Richard of
t. 'Ïetor, \\1.0 will c.li...!w! 
udllluuhb. "If," :-ailh 
11(', "you wi...h to know 3Tul (':.1I1 Iw.lr it p.1tiently, a p".lgau is more e-J
ily f('C(}JwiIl.J 
after a l'ul1<lr('() {'rimc.:-- than a Chrj:-tian aftt'r only OJ)('. For whate\'l'l" i
 ('om- 
mittl'tl hy an infidel i", colli L't) a :,in of ig-noran('(', .-ince, ..'\'cn if hc Ila<l known 
that hc wa:; hillllin
 whl'n lit' Silllll't), )'l't h ' kn 'w not how to cxamirll' the \wiJ!ht 
of 
in j }H
 knf'w not that it ('olild onl
. b
, l'xpiatl'(l hy the dcath or the man-God. 
TI1I'I"l'fjtl"e till' d.lrl"np
., or hi... i
nol'311t'C ill}nH'a
lIrallly miti
at('s th
 enormity 
(If,..in; bllt Chri
tian:'J who know that tJw)" :m' l'..tlt'('lI}t'tl from tIt'atil hy thl'tlt'ath 
of Chri...t. e:mnot he l''\.('n
l'tl by i
n()ranc '.'.
 lona, iu hi... Lai{'al I n"lituh", 
:--p<'.,ks te) tilt' 
m 'cf}l'('t, unci 
ay
, "that tlao:--t- are mort' :-en'I"c1y puni
hcd who 
r('('t,iw'll the faith "f Chri....t ancl fini....ht't) lift, in f-in, than th
c ,,11t\ di
d without 
t:lith allt) Yt't pt,..filrnu't) 
ootl (J(,('tl:-- j" whil'h opinion he confi,'ms from 
t. Peter 
alii) 
t. Lllk('.-. 
TIlt' )[a...tl'r (If tilt' bcnh'IIl'l':-; :--hows that no one ('all hc a trn n pl'nit<'nt for one 
sill only, unit...... he is 1-0 (''lually filr all. "Xllllql1am aliquem I'ana\.il Dominus 
quem nlm OIJ)Uili1l lil)f'r:l\"it-4'l'll'm E'rJ..o pll:llitct omino pænitcat- pæIlit('nt
 

i \"f'ro (.:,tis pn'llilt'Ilf('
, t't non btis irri()f'ntf's, mnt.ltt' ,"jam, 1"('('tHl('ilial11in; r",o."*'" 
That !'ins \\ l n' h 1111\\ n to hl' for
i\"t'n in thf' sat'l'anll'nt of pt'nance is true, hilt 
it wa...; al
o \\ (.11 kllO\\ n that tI1l'rf' mi
ht bt' thf' tl'mporal I)('nalt,y 
tiII to 1':1,". 
E\"f'ry one in the Iuitltllf' :1
PS Ia:ul Ju'ard of what the aLLot SabLatiu
 u
cd to 
1"f'latt.', Ix.'l'alil-I' it \\ as jIN'rtl't) ill till' work tlf 
phronius, that while he was 
Iivin
 in the n1Ona:-tt'ry or Firminu:o:. a "(lbilt'l' eame r(,(p1e
tin
 tn hf' admittl'd a:i 
a eunvprtitt" who, :tfh'r nint' Yl'ar
 of probatiun, I"t'quf'..tt'tl tIlt' abhot to givc him 
hat'k his f'(,f'ular haLit, :òayiflg, that he Lt.lil'vctl hi
 
in
 Wl're furgiven him j that 


11 BibJiotht'(" PalTum de 1& Rigne, I\T. t Dante, Pam(l, XIII. * D:mte, Paral!. XIlt 

 Hicl1ardt :-;. \ïet. De Protestatt: 1ic:tndi ct snlveudi, ('aI', 22. I II. :?, 21. 
· XII. 4;, 4
. IolUc .\urelinnens" Eri:,.
op. de In
titut. LnlcaJi, L:b. I. c. 1
. 
... :'1'UlClIl. L:h. IY. Dblinct. 15. 
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he :lad fasted, prayed, and lived a holy life, but that he alwars saw a boy stand- 
ing Irear, and sayillg, ,. "llY did you !'lay me?" That ht: saw him in the church 
when he went to communion, in the refectory, ill hi.; dreams, and that he ne\'er 
lpft him. "Therefore," ::'a}'S he, "1 am re:-olved to offer my
e1f to ùeath for th:1t 
boy, for I murdered him." So he went to Dio:-:polis, and 011 the lIe
t ùay was 
beheaded.* 
Iunumerable things, indeed, connected with the di.scipline of penance in the 
middle ages, were calculated to excite salutary fear. III the penitentiariE:5 of 
the ea:-:t and we
t, it was ordained that the penance imposed UPOlI master:; 
should be double of tllO:-:e imposed for the same sins on servant:-;.t "Ob
erve," 
t-ay-- Richard of St. '
ictor, "how in the de!'cription of the grief of the lovers 
of naby lon, kings are placed first, because ill proportion as the evil were mure 
powerful in the world, so will they be the more miserable ill helL" "Potentès 
putenter tOl'menta patientur.": "So ol:e moreover," 3S the )laster of the 
n- 
tl'nces (lb
erved, "could worthily do penance whom the unity of the church did 
not su:-:tain ; for," saith he, "it is nut to he believed that he can recognize his sing 
to con"'ersion of life, if he canlIot have part in the communion of 
ainb."9 
"Xo one," he continues, "is truly penitent fur sin, ha\"ing a contrite and humblc 
heart, unlt:
:, he is in charity; and hence it follows that a conversion in death 
is difficult, for he who rqwnts late must nut only fear judgment but abo love; 
:-;.in('e witlwut charity no one can be saved."Jl Belacqua's fate, revealed to Dante, 
g-a,'e 
allltary warning to tllO
e that would to the end delay repentant :õigh... 
_\..Icimus 
\.. ,"itus, areh-biE-hop of '
ienne explains in verse the uncertainty anù 
danger of late penancE'. 


"Pæl1itet ambi
uè quem serb pænitet : ergo 
Præ
eIlU
 spatium nobis dum crcditur ævi. 
Dum patulam cunctis Christi clementia sese 
Præbct, præteritæ p]angamus crimina vitro 
Pænitealque c1 m ncg1igenter temporis acti, 
Dum ]icet. et sauo ingenioqm.. animoque va]emus. 
Nam qui peccaturn moricns dimittit. et ipsa 
In serum templ1s differt ßdmÏ:-sa fateri, 
Non tsm dimittit, quam dimittatur ab HUs." 


The objection again
t the Catholic doctrine of penance founded on the repentance 
of great !'inner
 at their death, has been refuted in a masterly manner hy 
r:lIlzo- 
ni. ** "The man who suffers shipwreck," he remark:-;, "cal('ulat

 ill, who fl"oll1 be- 
lieving in the poc;:
ibiIity of reaching land, deferf.: lea\"Ïng the wreck, fc.)r the longer 
he delays the greater will he the difficulty;" amI Fouch wa.... the argument of the 
(.hnr('h to those who were inclined to delay their converFilJn. III fact, the clergy 


'It Pratum Spirituale. cap. 166. 
+ Super .A.pocalypsim. Lih. VI. c. 1. 

 Id IV 18. 19. 
 purg. IV. 


t Cbaroen. Rist. des Sacramcns, Tom. II. c. 5. 

 Super Apocal)"p
im Lib. IV. Ii. 
** Osservazionß suns )Inralc Catbo1ics. csy.to. 
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('OIÞ.taJlll)' appt'ah'<l to tlU' ('
pf'ril'nec whidl verifi('(1 h(,1" pr('(lietions. "Th
e 
inv
tt-rate ..;illll
r:-," 
xclaim... ll'lllrdalmw, "dif' as th
y liv
(1. 1'11(')' have 1i.ed in 

in, and tile)' (Ii., in ...in; tllt'Y han' lin'd in th
 h
llrt'(l of God, ancl tile)" die in 
the hatrt.'(l of Gocl; tllt'Y ha \'e lin'(l 38 p
galJ::', and tlH'Y die 3,:) thc reprohatf'. 
Thi
 is \\ hat ('
p('rit'lI('t' tl'
ll'h...:"> U
. To bc!ic\"e that habit:-- coutractcd during a 
\\ h"le lift' an' 11t'!-.troy('(1 at the approJ.ch of dc.1th, un(l that, in a momcnt, <:'an he 
gailll'd a ditl
'r
nt mimi, a (litl
rcnt 11l'
1rt, a clitlt.'rent wiH, is the gro
:--l':-i of aU 
('rror:-. .\t dc'ath allOvc all time.;, it is 1110::.-t ..Iitlicult to ohtain tru' contrition. 
'fh(' time fOI' '"L 'king the Gocl uf mer<'Y is life, the time for' findillg him i::, dc'ath. 
I le:1I" a,!ain 
I
1
illon, "Y ou ha\'.-l1v('(,1 c.lissolutc,you will (lie f'1...h; 
'ou ha\'eli\'ed 
amhitiou.. you 
hall diC" witllOut the lo\'c of the worM Lilul of it.. vain honors 
ha\":lIg dic.d in your lwart ; y,)\1 ha\'e lin'.] int1olentl,y in \"iC'e 8IHI virtue, Jon 
will die co\\al'tlly and without ('ompunetion. 
""hat a(lc
 ,Jt':-u
 (,hri
t cleclal.e \\ ill be the fruit of th
e c1ef('rr
1 :C.1rs? 'QIlIl'- 
rilis me, ('t in pc'('cato \"I....tro nlOriemini.' U "But why tlH'n," a
ks :\Ianzoni, "do. 
the ehurl'h h3
tpn to a",
i
t the (I
'ing :-òilJlll'r'?" hl)h.;pr\"e;' he replit'i, in an"'\\t'l 
to thi
 qU
:.tiuu, Hthat the clmreh H.'f'll}i to ha\"(' two bn'Fuagt'... for thi
 malter, till' 
one calculated to in
pire termr ill the 
tI'on
, intrC'pitl ...inn..'r \\ 110 promi:'t 
 hilll- 
:-t.lf a future time for rf'pclltauL"{', :lI1tlthl' utl1('r 10 yiehl t'Onfille1w(, tn the d)"ing." 
In thi:. thel'e is no contra,iiction, hut pnull'U('" awl tl"utll. 
It'n in hoth the
c 
:o:tatt.s arc' (li:-po:,t'.J (}nl
' to n'l;'arcl ont' 
i,l(' of tl)(,' 11'1t'
ti(/n; :uul tile dHlf(.h present::, 
to tllem pn>(.'i:-dy that "hieh thl'
" for'FPI.* It is true hoth in life and death, tl1(' 
(.Ier;::!,y, as St. \ntoninu... uf FloreU('t' pl't'
c'l"ihl'(l, w('n' more IH'nlllpt to loo...e than 
to bind. Tlw'y marked tll(' h,'ni
niIY of our :ulorabl(' I on I, wllit'h lIad litrlt' n('t.cJ of 
entreating-. IIi... mothe1' !',:li(l no more hilt" \'P'inum non hah("lI;' and p,'c':-t'l1rJy till-' 
\\alt'l" l}('Coll1('s \\ illt'; tilt' leprous man had no :-HOnt r :-aitl, Lonl, if thou wilt thou 
(':1114 make m(' cl('an, than he lll'artl, ., Y' 010, lIlunclare :" till' eenturion ('ould hardl
' 
:-
l
., Lord, m
' boy lic,th at hOlllc 
ich. of the p.11.,y, when he \\ a... interruptl'(l \\ ith, 
" E
o ,"<,niam ('t ('umho ('um." "'1. 
Iartll3. alu} 'Iagdalcll 
t!n t to It i m S3. yillg, .. Dlun- 
ilw, quem amas infirmatur," :uul 11(' pn':-l'ntl,\. ('amp with tl)('lI1. Thi
 \\:h tl,l' 
Ilwde! whieh guidt'tl tlll'ir ('ondud, 1mt a:; 
t. CIH'y
o"'tom f.:till, 
lIrC'ly it wa..lh,ttl'I' 
to ha\"(' to ull...w('r rc'r bpin!! tOil Ull','ciflll than fc)r h('ing tllO 'vel't'. 
t. Ütlilo, 
ahhot of Cluni, in impo
in
 pt'mmt'e, c\.ill(,('tl rather a l1lall'l"ual h'udl'rHl':" than 
th(' c'()mmal1t1 of:l fatlwr, :11)(1 will''' "'Ollie rl'prl'lll'nc1t',l hi.. I(.uity, he 1I"'l'd to ]"('p))", 
,. .\It)lOtI,d1 I may 1)(' coru](,lHuC"\1. Yl't I '\"Im),1 rath(.r 1)(, ('olulcl1lneJ fj)f' mercy 
than {<U' :"C\,erity."t ""l' n'
Hl of:'t. î;erar(l, hi",llOP ofToul, that it was alwaJ"!- 
hiscustom before retirin 'F to 51('(' I >.3mon(" other 1 >r3\'cr:-ò , tu make mC'ntion In- lJame (If 
l'" ::I. . 
all tho
(' whom he had ht'en obligc't] to exeommUD i..ate and them he ah:..ol\"('(1 
with mereiful pi(.ty, I('
t 
Utlcl('n (]mth 
hould hc' vÎ",it('(1 upon any of them; hut 
this he did secretly, le
t Ill' shout.} lead them to insolent prc...nmption; and he 


· Ossenuzionf sulln. )luraJt. ('..thulie L. P 4;7. 


t lliùliotl1cc ('ItJDÍ:1CCII'. :111', 
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}Jraycc1 the 4\..1mighty that he would put it into their hearts to feel the desire of 
reconciliation.* III other ca;:,e
 at least it was believed that there were exception
 
ill the unsearchable ways of Providence, when one might say without self..delusion, 
like the knight of old, 


II Between the stirrup ami the ground 
I mercy asked, 1 mercy found." 


Such were, no doubt, the belief amI practice of the clergy in the middle ages. 


'-The wise
t and best men 
'Witl! goodness principled noL to reject 

'he penitent, but eVer to forgive." 


In the synodial statute.; of VenIun ill the Yl'at. 1308, it is said that if a rohber 
on his way to the scaffold shoul(l confess or wi:.:h to couft>:;:" he 
hollI<l be given 
the body of Jesllð Christ, interred in the cemetery, awl recolllUlemIed in holy 
prayers; but let us not on that account be Jecein.d by the mi:ireprescntatiolls of 
mPll who review history with the :--allle eyes a
 those with which they at present 
travel through Catholic countries. "1 am of opinion, " says )Ianzoni, '"that in 
Italy among thosp who run the deplorable career of crime, there are ill our day:.:, 
(and he might have gone farther hack.) few or none super:"titious, and many who do 
not care at all for tlw thin
.;; of rpligion." These portrait..; of men i
:;:lling from 
the 
acred tribunals to commit 
ins of every kind, these a::-;sa

ins described by 

ismondi, " who obsern.,.: meagre with devotion," are after all, only fictions of 
northern traveIler
, who imaginp that e,.ery outlaw has a profound veneration for 
the church, and is a strict o1>:.:ern-r of the ecclesia4ical precepts.t The r('al 
h i:.:tot'ies fm'n ished ill the sacred trihunals of I tal r amI Spain, :Ire l)m'aIlel to th:1t 
atIecting story of St. John reclaiming tht' young robber, which is 
o beautifully 
told In- 
t. Clemens AJexanJrinus, at the end of his book entitled "Qllis DivlS 
"' - 
SaIvetul'." But if the doctrine 31111 general Jangua
e of the middle ages respect- 
ing penance be more calcnJate(l to make men tremhle than to critici
e, what shaH 
we say of the examples recordell in history, which show what was then llIulet.- 
stood practicaHy by cnutritioll? 'Xot to rpvert to what wp ob
erve<l in the fourth 
hook, or to anti('ipate \\ hat we 
hall JII('d with lu'reafter in the 
anctuaries of peaet., 
only refleet, rcadet., upon any of the illllUmt'rable instances ofprufouud compullctioll 
for sin which are atte:;ted in the ancient anllal:.:. The unble:s:)ed tears of Rinaldo 
in chivalrous fable may represent the hegillnil1g of this state, 


., His looks he ùownwal d ca:.t and nought be said, 
Griev'd, slJam'd s:ld, he would have died fain, 
And oft he wish'(l the earth or ocean wiJe 
".ould swaBow him aDd so his errors hide." 


* Acta TuUiensiuDl Episcop. apud )[artcne Thesaur. Anecdot. tom. ni. 
t O
sE'rvazioni sulla )[ora]{' Catholic-a, 215. 
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Yet his 
rrow W:I=-, only c:lu:--("CI hy the ('(}n
ciou::n('..;
 of having 
JX'nt many da)'! 
luxuriuu...I)' in the pahu.'C of _\.rnll(Ja.* Ah, wh{'n "ould the l'arpct champioll:-- of 
modern tillJl';o, Lc 
imilarl
' 1Il(}\"t'cl hy the mere view of tll(' bright palluply of 
:-;3illtl
, wal'riors 
 
t. Thom:b ofCallt('rhury had ron..;ent('(1 to rlccivc the COD- 
:-titutiolls of Cbrl'lHloll, awl that a..t of compli:lll('C \\a..; :-ufiìcicnt illllm'(liatt'ly 
afwr to fill his hre:ht \\ ith till"' :-adn." of (Icath. "Unhappy mall," ('rit"Cl h{', a.'i 
lie rode b.lck from th
 3.,-
mbly, "I 
<'C the Eugli"h church en::,lavoo for eVer 
in pUlli
hll1t'nt of Ill)' !"ill
! It h:ul 1l('{'(1-; be !"\), I ('allle from the court and nut 
fwm tht! dlllrda. I was a hUllh.r of I)('a:oõt... I)('fi)re hl'illg a pa
tor of 111{,1l ; tIle 
]o\"er (If mimi(':-, .uHI (logs is IK'('OIt) · the ('tHtdul'tol' of t-oul
. BdlUltl lIle then 
aL.lIldout't] hy Goc.l ! "t Pop "ll'ml'lIt ,.... i
 lIal11l"Cl ill the most .scornful h'rllls 
h)' the vcry hi
torianb who neverthelt' 'i ('Onl'hule \\ ith the testimony of 'TiII:lI1i, 
who says that aftl"'r the trial of the templar
 he nen'l. 
miled mOI'e: this sf'll!"ildity 
of l'on!"ci('lu'(' ('onlel :--om(,timpq e"en 
i\"l' a di
nity \\ hich i... d\l
 to f()rl'e of 80ul, :l'i 
\\ In'l1 )lanill, tlae la:-t Dube of Y(.nice, fi.inh'tl tlae mOfUt'nt after he hael takt.n the 
oath to Au:-.triaacconling' to the treaty of Campo Formio. 
Ll. t IN p.lSS to auotlwr qn ,..tiun on \\ hich the moderns 3ml tlae follO\n'..
 of antiq- 
lIit
. :lI'e at i
"lIe, ('onl't'rllin
 \\ hidl, if anyone :olaoulel a
k the former iIlIllH'tliatply, 
a.. 
O(.'ratl'" !'a
':o- of the 
(lpÌti:--t:-, "Ii}..e hra. 
 that i.. 
trllt'k UPOII, \\hi('h {'mit:-. a Illud 
an(1 Il'n
tlll:I1l'(
 
o\lnd, till')" hrt'ak out into an cmllp di:--eonr:-e, unl(,:..;, Jon take 
!!rmt l'al'e to :-tup tlaem ..hort."! Thl'ir ('OI1..t3I1t complaillt, for one 
mlot ":1)' ob- 
ju,tion, i:, that Ihe Latlwli(' dnul'll, by l1Jl'".ln
 of indulgell(.:t:
 ùc..troy<..><! tlae foullda- 
I ion
 of all moral it), :lIltl jU"lil'(>. Tru I)', to lal'.lr them on this point U"i onlllan)" otlH'l"b, 
may remilul OUt' of the ('()mmf'lIt of Guihert de 
ogent on tilt' tiullon... que...rion 
addr ,..1 to unr fil':oot Pitl"l'JI(.., H Cnr pl-a'l't'pit noLis Dcn:-l lie coml-tleriti::t J
 
omni ligno par:uli
i?" U for," --:lith hc, "it is th
 cU:o-tom uf okcure pcr
ons to 
di:-cus... the 1lighe:st thing... r..t...hly amI proud I)'. TIm:, the ,erpent 
Lt.'gins Ly naming God l)('(orl! all ('r('ate.1 thing
, and end
 by imputing 
to I.im wlaat he Ill'\"er :-aiel; for 1I0t of l'\"ery tr
 of paradi:'C, but only 
of urae parti('ular tree dill hc forbi(J mall to eat."
 TII{'Y !'o:lY that the churf'h de- 
:--tro)'E
d tll{' ftmmlations of mornlil,y h)' her doctrine of indulgenct.:
: they :-a)" so, 
hut \\(' are not to credit ('\"l'ry w(H"t1 they say. Not h
tily accordiuV' to Ihe pa
- 

iol1 of Ult'n, ((:-('(1 (,:lnte l't longanimit('r I"{'..; (...t H'cnndulIl De'nm pOlu1erauda." 
Xaaman Wil=-- alwr)" amI went away in di:--daiu \\"11('11 Ill! Ial'ard of the terms of Go(l's 
iJulnl
enL-e, though it \\a., a !'alntary ach'it" , wlai..h was gi\'eu him by his own 
('r- 
\'aut:- to oLey the prophet.1I 
lcn !o'peak again
t indulgences without l'un
ieh'mlion, 
without l'ulI
i:-\tl'n..y. In the Chri
tiall rdi
ion 3
 in nature, ('very thing is imlul- 
gcuee. Baptism, like natural Lirth, is th(' gralHI illllnigenl'e hy which the reno- 
vation uf man commcllccs; and as S1. 1\ ngustin add:-\, "Ill'itllt'r ('an tIu' re...t of 
his life, from the age when he com
 to the U:3C of 
OD, be without the rl'llli:-;- 


tr XVI. 31. 


t Protagoras. 


t 
lnrli]jum Gt'neseos, Lib. II. c. 3. 
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ion of !"ins, ho\\"evcl. ineJined he may be to ju::;tice."* Thereforf', theChurch feeliug 
the depth of this m)'stcry, and 
illg pedeetly :-oen
ible of the inadt'(!uae)" of the 
terms offerf'd to sinful man , savs in addre:"sin. r the .Almioht,. "Thou who < I o"' t 
" 
 ð _, '" 
particularly manife
t thy omnipotence hy sp:.lring aud :,howing merc
' ."t 
That the canonical penalties of the primitive chur('h were the origin of indul- 
gent'es is clear, and that the love of justiee and the desire of greater union with 
God in
pireù their institution is no Jess certain. If thou :"halt hear henceforth 3n- 
other origin assignetl of that which souuds so execrnble in modern books, I forewarn 
thee 110W, Ihat nOlle by falsehood may begnile tlwe üf the tt.uth. Attend tu 
what 
aith the council of 
lce, "Whoen:r being penetrated with the fear of God 
!'hall testify by his tears, patience, and good works, that he has really changed 
his life, shall hy the merit of prayers be re-estabIished in cOlUlllunion after accom- 
plishing the time Iltarkc(I for this 
tation. Besidf's this, tlH
 hi:"hop may uc;:c still 
gr<'3te,. mildnc:,:-;, but as for those who al'e not so touclleJ, ami who are little con- 
(,l'1"Iu.'(1 about their condition, amI who think it euou
h to come to the church, 
their time of penance must 1I0t lIe shortened. "t "The right of granting 
incl ulgence.s," say the canons, "that is, of remitting a whole or a part of the telll- 
poral punishment of sin, was given hy Chri:,t to the apo4les 301)(1 their su('ce
sors 
in the grant of the ])OWel' ofhinding :n)(1 l()():"ing, ".hi('h i
 excl'ci
e
1 in it;;; supreme 
degree by tl1P hf'ad of the church, and und('r him with limits hy other bi:,lu>ps 
and priests."
 Clearly there was no more diffi('ulty in belie\9ing the exi
ten('C 
of this power in refe!'enee to the suffering than to the )[iIitant 
dUIl'ch ; for whether it was exercised over the li\'ing penitents who 
smote their bl"ea.;;ts, or over tho:;e spirits who prayed fOI" others' prayers to hasten 
on theil. state of blC5.sedne:,s. the authority was equally above nature anJ di\'ine. 
To the arguments of those who deny the reality of any temporal punishment 
hereafter, a reply has been already made in a formel' book. Truly the answer of 
Sir Thomas )Iore de:-;erw':-, their attention, "for as for purg-J.tory," saith he, 
"though they thinke there he none. yet sith theydel1ienot, that all thccorpsofChri!"t- 
endom by so mall)" hnndrl'(1 yere
, have believed the contrarie, ami among' them 
all the olde interpretours ofSeripture from the apo!'tles' daies dm\"lH:' to 0111' owne 
time, of whom they (Ienie not many for holy 
ainte'Ì; that I dare not be1i('ve these 
mcn again4 all tho
e, the:,e ßWIl mn:,t of their curte..;;ie holtl my poore f('are e'"{- 
cused. And I beseeche our Lord heartily for them, that whcll they d
part out of 
this wretched world the" find no l mr(!'atorie at all; :"() G()(I kepe thcm from hel." 
'J . 0 
'T el1geance of hea,-en, how 
hould
t thou he feared hy all who think npoll that 
region of eternal peace into which nothing defiled can enter, by all who ha,-e 

oLJght to know them
elve
, and who have read of that trial of every work here- 
after by refining flame! 0 these sins, these common venial sin.... how hugely an(1 


* S. August. Encbirid. cap. 17. 
t Con. Xic. c. 12. 


t CoIl. tenth Sundt after Pent. 

 Joan. DevotL Im.tit. Canonic. Lib. II. tit. III. 5' 1. 
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giganti('ly t}w)" swell out! How llOrI"il.le ir i, to 
('(' tlJ('ir ('OnSL"(l'lelll.'C... IIlIfohlillg 
thl'fll'eh'('1;; fal' awa). in tlae realms of tilt' futu\'('! 111m tlal')" ll.d
c ..out ali(I 
n)\\ lip 
rioton,I)' ill afh'r g(,Ul'ratioll
! "hat hope fill' lUall hilt ill I"(>flli:-;...ioll alltl illlll1lgell(,(' 
 
III rp abain, a.... in till' qup,tioll of pl'nanl'l', th,' clol't..illc of the ("ll1Ir('h IH l'CI 0111)" 
ht' :--tatt tl to IIC at OIH'l' jn..tifil't1. To :--a)' that this a
I'l'iLe.; to 1\lII..all \"il'llH'
 all d1i- 
('.ICY h"."IIIH} what 
('rt.tl wi:-dmn wa..rant...., is tOC,'illt'C:L total i"lIoralicc uf tlacCath- 
oiic clo('u'illt" for in cmlcl' that '
ork:" lIIay IUl'rit it I., J"l'(l'lin'Cl that the part)" ,dIU 
\'orJ
(,th l)t, in a :-otate of gr:H'C :lIul an ac}optc'CI <'Ililll of Gild; :-on that all work!:) 
:arc ('xC'ludC't.] from IIleritill
, whil'h arc perrormc'Cl hy on(' whC) i.. ))ot in a !-otate 
01 J,!1:1C'(', that is, ,\ho \\antcth tl"llC ;,itll, true ho!,,,, tlllC'daarit),; mid bl'sillps tIll' 
!"rc'(' pmmi:-e :lncll'on'n:mt of (;ocl is ))L'CC.':'aI')', m\ll tlac':--I' \'..ry wllrks take t}H'ir 
mcrit from f'hri:--t. Thc.y :--ay th:1t the Illl'rit" of tIll" :--aim.., mid till' baCI ific'e ofthp 
Ilia....;. whic.h art' thc :--l'C'olitlary source of ilull1l
I'll("t', :In- an injul'Y to tlac 
.,II-..nt1ìc'ipllt ...:wrific't' nft1ae l'roo:..;; "hllt," a..k., Ho:-:--ud, uwlH'n (111'i..t('omillg illto 
t Ill' world c1t'\'lIh'Cl II illl:,d f ",holl Y to (;od t hat he IU i rh t be in plal'f' of t 110:')(' \" ic.tilll
 
\\ lail'h clilluot plca:--e him,* clic.llae do all injury to hi
 immolation (III tlU' cro:--:-o? 
:amI \\ }H'II Ill' 110\\ appt':1I':S lx'fore God for u
,t (l(x
 laC' tak
 away from that oh- 
latioll with whic'h Ill' ()JlC'(' ofll'rt'CJ hill1
C'lf? .\nel \\ IIt'Ii he ("'('1" illt('f('('Cl(.th fill" 
lI""t c1cw...11C' :-ohow tllat the illh'J"('t':--:,ioll W:a
 impl'rfl"('t which Iw macle for liS with 
tc'al"
 at hi
 c1l'atll.
 Xay. UII that :\('('Olllit i... the :--aC'rifil.'t, of the cro:,:o: perfc'Ct, Le- 
C'alN' what('\"'I' p:t't"t'ticil Ulul whaft"','r fullows it arc wholly refcrred to it; the 
:lIIh'C"t'clc'lIts a.. a pl"(llaratioll, tile L'OIl:--('\{llC'nh a
 it:o; COllbllllililatioll amI appliC'atioli. 
I f yon f':1)" that illc1ulg-(,lIc'c'S h:1\"(' 1..'('11 :1hu!--c.d, \\e lI1a)' r('pl)' with thc mlgel 
"ftlle' :--c'hool, tllat tllC'n' i... n"thing whic'h human malic'C' callnot alll1
, I-ilac'e it 
:alHH'" ('\""11 the 
t)och1l" of (;0(1.''11 But tlH'lI, on the othl.r halld WI' IIIl1:-ot lIot 
at Oll('f' :1c1mit en'r)" thillg to he 311 :11m:--' whic.Ja the IIIcxlerll''; 3ffil"m to be such. 
lI('ar what 
t. Amhro...(' :--.lith. "".e ha\"P lIlan
' 
lIh..icli:1r)' mcalls Ly whiC'h wp 
c'an n'(lc'Cm our I-ill:--. Tran
 )"oU 1II01l")"? l:c'C1('('m yonr !-oill". The Lorcl i:o; 1I0t 
'""lIal, hilt 
'on )"ours!'l \"('''; art' w'lIal: r('tleclII your
.lf hy )"0111. works."'" ,r e 
haw. hpf(u'c!o=cen that thc mthcclmJ:--, 1II0Ila:;tc'ri('s, ho:--pit:1I:oõ, bri(lgl'
, acc} othc'r puhlic 
rnQl1l1mt'lIt... of tlU' mic1c1It' :1g",,;, an' 
o lIIall
' lIu'mol'iaJsof tlli... kinel of fl'cl"/lIp- 
tioll: 1I,.n.rthl'lc',,;,,;, Thoma
,.;illll"; n'lIIarl

, ({that Rt. Pdru..; Dami:ulII:--, ,dH 
rl'lat..", th(' ('ompc'us.'1tion..; appoilltl'tl hy tile' c.lllm.11 in th(' millc1J(' :I
C'''; for the 
)"t'mission of tlw tl'l1Iporall)t'lialry t)f !ooill
, wa!'\ !oo 1:11' frolll :->1I";I)('c.tillg tll(' dlllJ"(.h 
of :IIIY ,'i,.w to h('r own ('1I1011IIIICllt, that t hc t hou!!1a t Iu'v('r a ppeart'C} to Jaa "C ('11- 
tt'r..t! his milld, though :lgain:o:t tilt' plague of :I\"ariet.' :l1H] ('orrllptioll IH' boils ov<,r 
if he can hut dc>tc('t 3 h-a('(" of it allY whcl"t,."** "

lUC (':In'nc.lum e..t," b:IY tile 
decrees of I\'C's de Chartr
, "uc qui:oõc!Il:1n1 f'
istinl(:t infamia ilia Crilllill:1, qll:1li:1 
qui agullt n'gllulIl Dei non l)t)..;:o:idelmllt qnoti(lic }I('fJ)('traIHIa d cICl'IIIIIS'ylli
 


· IIc'h. x, 25. t lei ix. 24. 
 Id. vii. 2:;. 
 Ill. ". 1-; 

lImm. fhf'lIlog. P. II I. 9. 3. fUt. R. ":'..\ mhrClsii. Lib. (!t. J.:Ii/\ t'l .rc'jnnin. ("Jp. 20 
.. Dc Vc.t. (.t N,,\/\ EccJcsiæ Di
cipJiIi. 1'.118 Ill. Lih, I. cup. 30 
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qllotiüi
 l'eà;menda. In me1ius est quippe \'ita mutanda et per eleemo!'-}'nas de 
Vt=t.
ti:; prætcl'iti:; cst prupitialllllls Dèll:o'."* That ahLJ
c
. 110we\'e:-, did prevail 
in the fifteenth cClltury, ill thc Ji:o'pl'll:-:atIOIl of llIduJgenccs, W:.lS Ilever llllc:,tioneù ; 
but to qualify r;ghtly amI yet in lallguagc of moJeration thc infercucc dra\\ n 
from that fact by modern historian:-:, would he difficult. )Ianzllni in admitting 
and deploring the evil, a..k:-:, ,. Do the exce:--
i ve conces...ion:, of ind lllgences interfere 
with the principles of morality?" To which he an:-:\\"crs, "So, at no time." 
Thc mannel' of dispeusing indulgences, as ßo:,:,uet ob
el've
, regards di:,cipline. 
This being the ca:,e, their exce,;si\'e conce

ion would be an abn
e. Sow the 
C,ltholic c1ull'ch i..; constituted in such a maUller that abuses can nevcr alter thc 
priIH.iplt::;, of 1U00'ality, because these aloe without the :-:phere of discipline and are 
pla('ed ill that of fairh. So that everye:,:-:ential IH'inciple of morality being an 
artide uf faitl., it ('an only be destroyed by a doctl'ine establishing a contral"Y prill 
 
ciple. Therefore the pl'iuciples of morality remain untouched notwith
tanding 
th,. po:;sible exces... in the concession of illlll1lgencc
. t Besides, to whom were 
iIHllIlgence--; applicable? "The prdates of the church," says Duns Bcotu:-:, who 
:-tates anll refutes the most acute and subtle objections to indulgellce
,t " can from 
tilt' trea
ury of the church confer indulgenc
's 011 mel1lber
 of the church, that j..;, 
on men t'xi:'ling in charity, otherwise they al"e not members capable of receiving 
thn influence of othel"
, :.IS a dead member in a natural bOlly cannot receive an 
illfluence or any nourishment from other
. "('''nusqui5Cjue onus suum portabit,' says 
the objectors. True, but on the other hand, 'altel' alterius onera portate ;' the first 
shoulll be understood of the eternal punishment in which no one is punished ft)r 
another, although temporally one man is well punished for another e\'en by Gud."
 

o one unworthy of having his temporal penalty paid by another's satisfaction 
coull] truly gain the fruits of an indulgence; for whoever neglECted to 
ati
fy by 
himselfwas unworthy to have the satisfaction of others applied to the di:,charge of 
his debt.1I Besides, what was an indulgence in relation to the eternal law of justice? 
It was aftel' alÍ but part of it. 'Villiam of Paris says, " that many prudent men 
affirm a dispensation to be a law, ami not a diminution of law, or a derogation from 
a law, because the cause for which it is granted renders it"so ju
t that the legi
lator 
himself woulJ have require"d it." You hear of vows being changed by di:'l)Cu- 
ation; but how? Dante answers that question ,,"ith theological precision- 


"Nor deem of any change as Jess tban vain, 
If tbe last bond be not within the neW 
I ncJuded. as the qua tre in the six."-' 


.And who were the per
ons who abused indulgences? \\' ere they infi(lels wlto 
rejeded anò scorned whatever came throug-h the c111ll'ch ? ""ere they libertines 


. bonis Carnot. Deeret, Pars XIII. de Specu]ntivi,.. Sentent. cap. 121. 
t O
servazioni su11s :Mora.le CathoJic:\. 197. t Duns 8coti l\tisce]]aneorum. 9. IY. 

 'id. 6. VI. I La lIogue de Purg.ltorio. :\.rt. Ill. , P
rod, v. 
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\\ho n..'\'('r tqol\: the trouhle to li4en tu their ('olUlitiol1s? ""l're they devout pel'. 
..on..; \\ ho kllew that to g-aiu thcm, tho c interim' òi:--po itiol1::, arc ab..olutel)" 
n- 
tial whi("1a 1"{'111()\'e tile po....iLlity of tht'ir ht'ill
 alm:-:t.c.J? 'Iqreovt'r, what the
 
ohj('(.tor:-: mil lIIere l'Å krnal oh..("r\":I11(,('" cI id ml'au mid i u \"()I n' :o-omdla i I1g 11101' in 
the ('0111111011 e..timation of IIIl'U thall tlIP.'" :--u"p('(.t. \\'11('11 11"'111)' the Se('UI)() pre. 
tt'ml..'(1 to he rl'("olleil..'(1 "itl. "\. 1'holl1a.. hy the illU'rp ...itioll of till' King of 
FraliN', in the inten'iew at ('hiIlOIl, kiJl
 IIt'liry nrder('(1 tl.at fOI' m:t
 of rccou- 
('iliation,:l ma..;.; for the ..It'ad ..lltIulti he :o-aid, h"t',lIhe at Ihat the ki..s or pl'aee W:t'i 
1I0t gin'II.* Qllt'\'n .Tt'anne })('r:o-uac.Jed the J"t'gt'Ht of FraliN'to h:1\'e an iUh'n'i(.\\" 
with "harl.....;, king of 
:lV:lITl'. \ reaty W:I"i sigllcJ; the hi:o-llOp of Li:o-i(.ux 
:;aitlul:l .
, alltl wOIII..I h:1vC gi \"('11 th ' ('omnHlI1ioll to hotll; but thc king of N:1v:1lTe, 
who l>t.,lic\'c<1 iu the religion whieh he outJ"'.lgcJ, refll"; '() to rectÚ\.c under pretelu't' 
of hi", having broken hie; f:1st.t If even 3g-.lin
t political inh'n':"b the:-:e pril1l'ipl
 
\\'('1'(' pl"Oof how milch more rnu:-:1 tlll'Y ha\'e prevaill,() ill the ordinary adiol1 of 
It.:o-.... ('Xcitl.d lit
? 
The ill
tructors of the mid(lIe 
lg" were continually rcminding the pl,ople of 
\\ hat 'r:L..;:-il1on uh:o-c'J"\"('() in Jai
 ('harge Oil the puLlimtion of the Jul)ilce, in the 

"f'arl ï2 t "IJ(
t us not think," ..:ai() he, "that the grae('s of tlae ('hur,.h ha \.... pnrifi..d 
u.., if tllf'
' 11:1\"c not chang('() 11:--. TÁ't us depend upon her indlllg
nce onl)" in 
proportion :b w(' can dep('l)() upon our own sincere r<,}X'ntance." ":Ko OIlC Uc- 
:--ide..;," as S:mbgna remark..:, "withont an e!Òpecia1 re\.el3tioD could be C('rt3in 
that h(' had 
ainCf) au in..)ulgl'l1l,('. "t 
] 
Hn nware th:1t from thi.; W'J"\' ..;oli('itllt).. of tlae c1t'rgy to guard ag:1ill:-t the 
mi..;illtt.'rprl'tation of indulg('nCt.
, and tlwil. fr('quclI[ ndmollition
 agaill:--t b(.ill
 
cont('lIt with ()h"PI'vill
 l'ertain n'li
ious practic
, while n('glcctiug iluli:-p('u..able 
duti(',,;, ...orne writt'J:-, have argu('(1 that :--u('h nil ahu
(' wa
 common. 
lanzolli re- 
pIil':-O to tl)(,111 as 
)lIo\\"s: "To IlIH)er:-:talltl this :--ul
('(.t, \\ e must di..;t ingni
h h\ () de- 
!!rN....., UI' rather h\ 0 
inds uf goodm':o':-:, th..t \\ ith \\ hich the world i
 cOllh'nt, 
and that dp..iJ'(',,) hy tIll' Go:--P( I, :lIu) incul('at('C) hy its milli...ters. TIll' \\ odd, for 
its ()\\ II :-oal
l', ()(',irc:; that men :--houl() rl'frain from ("rime..:, hut the Go"p,"1 re- 
quirt-s not alO1It' tilt.' a \"oi( 1 i n
 (1 i:"or()pr..;, a 1111 the oh"('J"\"arw(' of hlallu'I(.!-s rna II 1I('rö 
in the <'Yl'S lIf mc'n, hut th(' f'pirit of .J(...;u, ('III i..t C'rt!cifi..'(l. It is the \Hillt uf 
thi.. 
pirit which i... the obje(.t of the 'atholic priest's complaint, \\ ho fear.- le:-ot 
J1}pn, in tIll' ('xtprnal pI"3ctic..' of rc.li
iou
 ()utie:" h
" Jiving in th(\ world, ;o;l1oul<1 
for
et the 
lIpernatllral ('ud \\ hi...h ought to dil"('Cl the Chri!'tiall. But lho!Òc 
\\ horn he thus 3..lviS('..: 3nd C':mtion:-o, arc 111('11 whom t}l(' world laas no right to 
bewail, tl}('
' are the best 3mong' it:- rhildl"('n, nnd if the Church is not (,ODtent 
with th:1t (legree of virtue, it is Lecau:-p 
hp ('x<'it.... th('rn to prOC('('(1 to 3n ordl'1" 
of holi(1('
:"', of which the wo1"1d ha,.: no knowledge. Having no other intcr(',t 


· Yit. llu:u]rip. lOR t La Fr.lDCe Boml h.s cillq. Premiers Va]ois.I1.l25. 
: 
:trf1n
1I1t TIH
.,JOg. O.)gm(lt. t(\lll. VIII. lirt. VII. c. 8. 
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than the 
alvai.ion of men, she require'5 the virtue whieh tends to perfection, not 
that which IlJ3Y be u
eful to the preaeher."* 
Finally, if we con:-;idel' the nature of the inù ulgences, though we bhoulù omit to 
speak of those great and an]uous worhs of clwrity am] piety, to which thf)" gave ri
c 
during the middle age:::" and should ouly confine our view to the interior and "'pir- 
itual exercisc;, which were implied in theil' acquisition, it will require 110 
singular per
picl1ity of genius, and 110 bias in f.'1\'or of antiquity, to di:::-l.'Crn their 
admirable tendency ill relatiun to the exerci:o:e of the highest jw..ticc. :Xo doubt 
the ob
igation of mallY actions required as cOllùitiolls of indulgeuces, 
eelll in- 
commensurate with the offered gracc; but, as l\1allzoni oh::õen'es, "it is impo
:o:ible 
tu conceive a sJstem of morality or rule of life, in whieh there are no obligations 
of various kilU.]
, and of differ
nt degrees of importance. The perfect morality 
would be that in which all the obligation
 would proceed fwm one principle, amI be 
directed to one sole end, and that most holy;-and such is the Catholic mo- 
rality." If there were indulgences for those whu accompanied the holy viati
\1m 
from the church to the sick man'::; house, and thence back to the church, if there 
were indulgences on yi
itillg certain churche:;;, on a
i;;tiug at the dedieation of 
others, as in the year 1040 to all \\ ho repaired to St. Victor'::;, at 
1arsei1Jt..., and 
to all who a:"sisted at the dedication of the church of )1ollte Ca
:;illo, if there wa:i 
an indulgence to all who beiug contrite and confe
sed, should enter the ccmetery 
of St. Callixtus, pope amI martyr, where a 11ll11llred amI !'eventy-fonr thouS3l1d 
martyrs were buried with forty-six popes--qui olUn(:.:; ex magna h'ibulatione ven- 
emnt, et ut hæl"(
de:-\ fierent in domo Domini lllOrti:-: suppliciulll pro Christi nomine 
pertulerunt,t if there were indulgence.. for all who repeated certain praycrs, on 
hearing the great bell of the cathedral of Grellada tolled every afternoon at three 
o'clock, in memory of the deli \"erance of that city from the l\1oor
, and that being 
the hour when the Cardinal DOli Pedro Gonzalf'z de 
1elldoza, planted the CI'O
S 
on the highest tower of the Alhambra, while the Count of Tend ilia di:,played the 
knightly ùanner of Castille, and DOH Gntierre de Cardena:" that ofS1. Iago, while 
FCI.dilJand and Isabella 
uHk upon theil' knees, exclaimiug, Xon nohis, Dominc, 
bed tibi sit gloria, on which :--pot a chapel was immediately erected, which stanùs 
to the pre
ent day, the one moti\'e by which thc
c amI a thou
:1I1d other !'imilar 
exerci:o'es were converted into channels of hean.nly gra('e, was dlarity, th(' union 
of the soul with God or in other wor<1:-- , the love of God and thp lovc of man. 
, , 
Scpamte from this principle, man
' of th
e act:o' may iudeed seem trifliug awl in- 
considerable, but as Hugo of 81. '....ictor 
ays, "in parvo opere magna dc,'otio })" 
test esse."* A pilgrim at ]ea
t will be little dispo
erl to cavil here who remem- 
bers what fervent de\'otion was excited ill his brea:-t, when at Rome and elsewhere 
he visited :mch places, when he ki
:5ed the cro:,s upon the gate:s of St. Paul aud St. 


· Û8SerVtlZ. suUs 'loralE: Cattolica, 222. 
: Hug. b. Yict. De Sacramcnti
, PaIs XIV. 3. 


t..\.ringhi Rom. bUùter. 232. 



ü20 


)1 0 R E 
 CAT I I 0 I
 I C I; 0 n, 


L)T(\l1zo--whpl1 Iw n
('('r)(lNI upon bis b.n('('s thn
 1lI).:o.tir 
t('ps whi('h f('C'.lH t]le 
pa:-,
iou of the 1Il
1II-( ;o(l-wlll'u lit, ...
IW liftl'Ù on
r him that rod of ùi
cipline 
at the thr{':-hohl of the ho])' Apo:"lt]cs--w]l('u he dmnk from t]ll" fountain at the 
&lvian wat(.rs whcre tlu? chu'('11 One fl'(ocivetl ]Ii
 ('ro\\ n. TIlt're i
, one might 

'ly, tran
ferring tilt' püt-.t's image to cxpr ....
 highcl' thin
"J a tide in the 
piritual 

Imlir'" of 111('11, ,\ hieh \\ hen taken :it the flu<xl, IcaJ:o. ('11 to parmIi-.e; omittul, 
all tl)(' voyagt. of Ilwir ]ifi. 
('('m
 I<<.ft unprot{'rtetl hy illflm.'lu'C tlivine; \\e mu..t 
take tlu' ('III"I"('nt of ju
ti('(', u., uf IJlIlllan f(,li('ity, \\ hen it 'I'r\"('
. UI' ]II"-C our \"('n. 
ture:-, fi'r, as "ardan :-:.litla, no..tr:1 omnia 1l1OII1l'ntalU.'à bunt. )Iou)('ut... tlat'n' :are 
in lifl', (....p('(.ially in its early )"('ar
, when from tll . pn,:-,pll 'C of ...uda ol
ect
 u:, 1"1'- 
r..I] the l11irul to n "'l'n
' of J"(.ligioll, hI a IJ)cll10r) of all that the divilU' J(':-ll
 
lIf- 
ferHI, and of all that hi
 
lints in 
IH'('t :-..:i,'c :'1-,'1 S ha\"e ('IHIun'(I, l1)('n, the mo..t 
('o]d :nul t]wlIght]e:-...:, fed HHIclt'lI]y iuflall1ed \\ itla u !'('raphic ardor of :--pirit, to 
lon' amI ..erve God \\ ith all tllt'ir hl':ut, :nul all their' mimi, amI all tlH'ir :--tn.ngda, 
aud are n'.ldy to cJ.:elaim \\ itl. a mo
l gelU'rou.. pa -ion, though we f]aoultl ,lie 
with th('(', 
'et "ill not b .tm)" tlwe ill allY \\ i
e. 01. hl'.1\ 
u ! \\",'rc lIIan hut 
('(II1..t:mt, hc ,,('fl' p<,rfN't ; that ul1{' error fill,.. him with fanl
, anù Dla:':l'
 him run 
throu
h all :ooin... Xow, thc ohjt'Ct of thl...t' imIu]gell(,('s \\ a'i to make him, in r( 
ganl to t]U'...(' impr{'.:...ion
, l'on..tant; it \\:a-. to multiply amI pmtmd th('
 ],]('.:-.(.tl 
int('r\"a]s; to m:ak{', n
 it "l'n', th. time of fIlH d in the :--oul I"('('ur at 
hort intea'- 
yal:.-, in onler that hC' might havc man)" y<'nturt...., many p(.riud., of e
citem(,l1t; it 
\\ao.; to gin. him hahit'i of ma]
iIJg ad.. of fai
h, hope, :nul ('harit)", 
o tllat at 
kll
th, from many n'I)(.tition
 aaul 1"(.tnl"ll:-, l)('l.'omill
 t'on..tant, he lIIight attain to 
the lwrf('(.tioll aud imlllortal felicit)" ()fhi
 lIatlln'. Till' ('\.crl'i:-l'" to whieh iruIu]. 
!-.('n('f" w<,re atta<'lahI, Wf're gCI1l'rally 
lIrh a (If :111 other., ill the 11101"31 onll'r that 
(':.Ul W COIw(.'iw'(l, arp mO:oot \\ orthy of:1II immortal int('lIig('IJl'C. 
Th{'re \\ pre imIu]g('JI('P
 att
H.lu'Cl to tIll' (lail)" f('('ita] of till' Tri=,1JÔolI amI G]oria 
Patri,* to making :U't
 of faith, hopt., ami t'harity,t to pra
"ing for tlae ('xaltatioll 
of the chnreh, the pe:l(,(, awl cOlwonI of Chri
tiall prinet...., ami tit{' l'),tirl'atiou of 
crror,! to the inyot'ation of tIt{' holy naml' of .T '!-U"', to t]ac l'xamiuation of ('oH- 

cictH,(" t,) the C'on\"er.-ion of 
irmcrs ill withdra\\ iug tl)(,111 from irumom]ity, 
hcr('s
", hla...:phcmy, (It.traction, 01" calumn
", to the rN'oueill'lIlt'ut of ('Ilt'rui(,:-, to 
tIlt' :-;howin
 rcyer<'lwe to Chri:-t's ],](.,...t.d motlIca", to m('(litatioll on tlae ('1"0:-", 
or yi..iting the station:" to pray{'r ill m('mor
" of our lord's crlleifh.ioll on Fritla)...., 
at tlarre o'('lo('I
.
 to foolK'lI(liH
 th
 thn'c hour., of n
OH)" on (;ooù Fr;lla
. in prayer 
or mNlitatiou, to yi
it d(".olltI
', with prolK'r di
po
ition.., t]le:--, ycn dmr('ht.s of 
Horup,1 to tlu. r{'('it:ltion of th(' .\ngdu!o', or th
 Hf'gina Cæli tlar('c tim(':, ('very 
day,-; to the sanctification of the mouth of )[a)' hy de\"oting it to the contcm})ja- 
tion of the gra('(
 of 
Iar)", to the recitation of the pro:,c, Stabat )later,** to re- 


,. By Clement XIII. 
I St. Greg. tbe Great. 


t BenclL XIII. XIV. f Gr('
. XIII. 
-. Bencd. XIII. Xl\
. 



 Dt:lJcd. XIV 
.. Innocl'nt XI. 
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cciving commuuion on the festi,'al of St. Loui..; Gonzagua, the patron of yo nth. * 
to thc in
truetiun of others in mcntal ! ,r:1YCI-.J. 1 or in the Christian doctrine'" 
. 'T 
to pcrfurllli IIg the works of mercy , ßouri:-liÍlIg three }'oor pl"r
ons in honorofthc 111.1 y 
f.ull i I y, to tJlC yi
iting ofho
pital!', or hOIlc:es of refuge, to the vi
itation of priSOIIf'r.., 
to thc enabling of the poor to marry, to wear:ng me(lal
, or crucifixe
, or chap- 
lct
, II'at had beell given tu one's self, which had touched the holy p1aCf'
, 01' the 
reli('s ofthc holy 1nlld:
 to a good preparation fm' dmth, to an 3et of re
ignatiull 
daily renewed.' 
\.re thc::;c ('xcrci::;cs trivial anll ridiculou:;? Ii the hope (if 
grar(', upon condition of p<'rfill"ming them with the di!'positions imp1i('(1. llnju
t 
or incon!'i:-:t('ut with the wi
dom of God, that learned men of the 1ll0del'l1 (]i:'\- 
cipline 
hould plaee the 
\ postolic Brief, defining it, in their cabinets of cu- 
rio",itics alllid:..;t the idols of Eg-ypt, to be di!'played before the wLite, upturm.(1 
wundering ('yes of fuol:"" I hat fall back as if afraid to gm
e upon it? Truly, 
th3t indulgences fo.hould furnish mirth in the circJl' of libertinec:, or in the ",chool 
of tho
e 
ophi:'Ìs who ha,'e an exchequel' of '\\"on1.;, aud no uther treasure tv 
gi\'e theil' tòllower
, will surprÏ:,..e no one; but, c:etting 3side all theologirul argu- 
ment, he that cannot di
cern the force and f..'1cility which they yield to yirtlH', 
whatever diplomas he lUay ha,'c takl'l1 out, or whate,'er aradclllic walks he m:l\' 
have haunted, methillks EhoulJ not be chronicJed for wise. 


CHAPTER IX. 


f2 
't.E have seen the heroic 
md. supernatural character of the Catholic mo- 
'
 W \ 
 . .. ra}ih' but there are still many remarkahle point
 of difference di:-:- 

 " ::i;\ . , 
f I 
 tilHruiEhinO' it from the !'\.stem of human philo:-:opher
, and from that 
- 
!1.
 ;:, t' . 


 
 

 of the modern 
0('ietie5 in gt.neml, of which I have not yet given an 
!t '\-1- historiral iIlu
tration. To contra
t the manner.- of the Chri
tian )"('- 
puhlic in it
 happiest ages, with tho
p of the aneient world, would 1,(, a 

till 1(':,:-: subtle exerci
e than tracing the contra4 between the Go
pel 3m1 tIle 
philn
ophic writing., of the Gentile
. To n'view the heathen manner.;; fall
 not 
to nnr province; and. that writer may indeed he an ol
pct of compac::--ion \\"110 i:: 
conc]pnmed to approach a 
uhjeet !'o horrihle 3ml so rp,.olting. 1\lorf'O\'er, there 
can he but few who need being reminded in general of the re\
olntion which hacl 
bff'n wrought in the law and practice of manners bv the Redeemer. It conf('r:;; 
no hpndìt. methinks, to compoc:e a picture in h3rd prominent ont1ine
, or ahollml- 
* Bene!1. xu. t Bened.XIV. t Clement. XII. 
 Innocent. XI. 
I \"ide )lauucl des Dévolions et Iudu]genccs utodséc::; par Ie 
aint :,iè
c. 
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iug in 
llarp tran
iti(lB
 from light to 
h:Hlow. It Ill:!)" h(' kfl to others, there- 
fon', to J"l'pre:o'l'nt tlu' ('1)11 t ra...t ht.t\\t'en ('Ia...
it' awl :-a('red ftaly-hdween the 
tin1f's \\hich h'Ill'M I,)" Inxury 1110re tllan I:oman eOwllll....t... :u1t1 tho:,c when S.r- 
hnris \\"a..; an {'pi
(,op'11 :-t'l', 3wl ('apu:l a Jlur:--e of lllartJr:-. But III aIlS\\'CI' to 
tlh)-e \\ ho rl'j)n
{'nt the hig'I1t'
t jllstÏt-c ami perfed Illoralit
., :1"; indepenùent uf 
atllOlil' ItI:lIl1H'r
. 
,in wuuld r 
unll'thing ,
a'y. The moral t{'adu'r
 of antiquity 
an' painted hy l'aeh oth('l' \\ ith 
lIcll pre<,i:-ion, that we ('.1I1 hardly fi.d at a lo
s 
rc....l}{'(.tillg till' charader which 
houl(1 be a
ril)(,tl to them. ,rho of them, a
ks 
Ci('{'ro, rt'g-anl... hi:-; ùi
ciplillc not d
 an o..tcntation of sei('nc<" Lut as a law oflife ? 

mle an' atl,lidt'(l to 
u('h levin' and hoa
tillg, that it woultl he hettcr for tnem 
" .. 
lIt'n'r to have karnctl al1
ht. 
ome an' gret.tly of mom')'; othl'rs of glory; 
man)' arc the :51a\"es of Iu..t, 
 that their tli!-l'uur:-e tlitfl'r:o: protli.riou:o'ly from thlir 
Iife.* 
In the mo...t <,xqui!-ite of all tlH' PlatoniC' ,\'ritin

 we ha\'e the :-amc ('nntra...t to 
the I'-l'\.crity of ('atholic 1II:1II1U r,.. in tIle 1:1IIglla

' of .\gath()'
 philo
lIphic gnesh, 
\\ ho allude \\ ith :-;ul'h cn'1"Oult'r)" to their Jl.:-t('rtlay'
 lh'h:ult'h, dl'
iring 110\\ one allll 
all, that there lUay he a h'mpcrate nH'cting und no (Irnnkcunc", parti,.ularly a.., they 
havc not )"ct r('("O\'crCf.I from the ctli..'Ct'i of tllt.il' I ..t hanqut't, 3greeing that they 
!-honId no\\" oul)" (hink for pleasure, anJ not to il1to'Xil'ation.t 'sl'pt", writing 
to (let'rO, 
ay
, ,,
o f:.n' am [ from )"t'ganling philo:,ophy as thc mi
tfl'

 of life, 
:llUl the 
()Ur('c of happ)" life, that I think uo l11('n have ",u(')a Ill'l'tl of 11l:1
tl'rs to in- 
btrud thelll in living, a
 the gn'ah':-t part of tho::>c who are occupied in their dis- 
putatiun..; for I !o- . . that the m('u \\ hu prc..""CriLe rules of contincn('(' 31)(1 l11()(h.sty 
m04 al" fully in thc :-dIOUI, Ih'(' <1l'\"ol('(l to all kiwI... oflll
t. S"I1(,(':l was of the Slme 
opin ion, alltl Cit
ro rt'I)l'atl'tIl y :-lwws t Ilat till' l1I('n \\ III t Imtl au)" \" i rtuc i u G reCL'C alitI 
Homc were not fctrm('(1 hy the ,I i
ei pI ill(' of phi lo""ph)", hut hy follo\\ iug aucicnt 
traditioll
:' S. Clcmcn
 .\It''\.an,lrinll:o, pr....s hanl upon thl' heathen phiIu
u- 
phC':-, n.milHling them of thc lIlaUllf'r..: ufthl'ir own hCI.oic lUodpl:-. "Phcenix," 
!--aith lat', "wa.. the tutor of .\ellill,...:, anti _\dra
tIIs of the 
Oll
 of C'rll'
u"" Leoni- 
das of .A Il'x:IIHll'I', awl .x au!-ithou..; of Philip. PIH.clli
 \\":1": al,alHlolll.d to the love 
of womeu; .Admstu
 Wa.:5 a run-awa)'; Lf'onitl:J-i ditl 1I0t sllbJlle the 
priùe of the 'Iaccùollian:-;. nor ùid XalJ')jthou, l'lIre the ùrunkanl of 1\.l1a. The 
Thracian 
lIpllrll"i wa
 not [tItle to f(
train till' lil'{'nti(tu
ne,:, of .\leibi:uh.
 i anù 
f\ikinnu
, thc tutur of Themi:--tol'lt...,' 
()n
, u
t'(l to he ("aught tl:H1c'il1
 the 
at)"r's 
dam'e."
 Socmtcs [tmI Gl:llICUS aan't. O with thc opinion bO clocpa.ntl)' proclaimed 
by m()(l{'rn statl.,:,-men amI I{'gi::ilatOl"', that a man will <10 man}" things while alone, 
which he woulll not ùare to do if an}" eyes '\f're npon him. amI whidl Ill' wouIù 
not toleratl' in an)" om' d
e; amI that Ilc will diffi'r greatly \\ Ilt'u almlt' in Hecrct, 
alld wh
n Ill' is l':XPOSN to the view of othel' men.
 ,',rho a:o'c..ibed the highc
t 


$: TuscuJ. II 14. 
: Clemens .\lex. P:cl1. Lib. I. c' 'j 


t Plato, 
} mpo
ium. cap. 4 

 Plato, de UcpulJ. Lib. X. 
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authority to tilt' Hom:m [o;('mlt('?" asks an orator who carriPf} hi:i ]OV(\ of hpat]wn 
antiquity to ('xtr:lvagalU'p. "III' who :--tript it of a]1. "'1m cunsulted the Chal- 
deans alld t he 
I:tgi ? TIH' :oalllP lIIall \\ 110 balli:""he,l them from the city. The 

:.lll1e was eruel, mill in 
l'mhlall('e kind, gra
ping awl aItle to pa:,s f01'libpral. lIe 
huil temple
, alld he laughed at religion; he 1"(
('ctcII alicn:" ami h(' d(':.;pi
c,I 
hi
 country; II(' did not approv(' of fraud in all elll'IIIY, without whi{'h II(' IIp\'er 
npproncllt'd {'ithl'r fri('lId (II' fi)c. But a man, wllOlI
" wicked, is 1I('\'('r without an 
:Ippenran('e of virtlll':'* \
aITo tllOught it lIe('(':-;
:.lI'
" to dec(.i\"p the multitml.., 
and h'a\-p it in the 
uperstitioll of the ('ivil theology; alld Rt. .Au
u....tin 
cxelaim:-;. "
pectacles of turpitude and lieellse of vanitie.; are institutPd at Rome, 
1I0t hy the vic'es of men, but by the order of )"our god:,."t "'hat a contra..4 to 
the teal'hers of the Christian ages, who taught the }>I'(lple of VIJII what was hetween 
the holy and corl'l1pt, between the clean and the 1Ilwlean? It is true thel'e are lofty 
view!" of morality and justi('e in the writings of somc of the phi]o,.:ophers; hut, 
a:"" P{'rsius said, men regarded more what .J upiter did t]lan what Plaro tallght, or 
Cato judged. And after all what werc the pljilo
opher
, in r('g-ar<l i:o moral:" it 
(,ol11{>a)"(.(1 to any humhle obscure monk of the middle age'! ",,- e do not compal'e 
Plato .,. [o;ays S1. A IIgllstin, "to allY holy angel of higll(':'t (joel, 1I0r to an)" 
tmp prophet. nor to any A postle, 1101' to any martyr of Chri:.:t, nor to any 
('hri
tian m311.": 
Pliny!'a)"s, "Xihil esse mispriu5 vel supel'bius laomine." But when the hou
e 
W:l:, hui]t after the captivity, when the holy church aroc:e after the reign or 
demons, it might ha\"e been truly said, nothing more happy than man in the attain- 
ment of tile beatitudes, or more humble in the accompli:ohJl)('nt of th('ir Jaw. 
The decd:5 of heathen virtue call1lOt stand the tc:ot of the Catholic 
t:lIll1ard. 
"That Lucretia 
hould havE' chosen death," sa
's 81. _\.ugl1stin, "argued not the 
('hal'ity of modest)", hut the infirmity of 
hame. Thi:.; was a Roman woman, too 
g-r('('(l)" of prai:-e. Christiall women would not have dOliI' thi:o: who live after :'lIf- 
fering such things, \\ ho neithel. punish others in them!"elvt.:, nor add a ('rime of 
their own to the crime of othf'rs."9 The (ld('!'table iuiquit)" of Juuiu:-; Brutus 
was useless to the republic, although to perpetrate this crime, 


"Vicit anwr patriæ laudumque immensa. cupido." 


S1. Augustin, in two linE's, reveals the whole difference between the Christian 
chivalry and the ancient heroic character, but it is a :,C'paration as wide as be- 
tween heaven and earth; "for the lattel'," he :-ays, "did not lo\'e glory on ac('ount 
of justice, but seemed to love justice on account of glo)')". "1/ It is usel
, howe\'er 
to remain here allY longer; let us proceed, though \\e shall ha\'e to enter UpOIl a 
more l )ainful ill\'estirrati.:m })avilJ<" to I mint out the contI'ast hetween Catholic 
;:, , 0 


* IIt'insii Olal. XVII. 

 De Civ. Llh. I. 19. 


t Dc Civ. DI'i, L:h. 1. 32. t 111. Lih. II. 14. 
I III. Lih. Y. 22. 
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manner.-;, tI)(> m:lItnC'rs of faith, whi(.h pr<,vail('Cl (Illrin
 the a
ef) invol\"('(1 in thi'l 
hi
t()ry, and tho!o-c of the nu)(lern I::l)('icti('
, whieh haw' ah:'l.nd01wd. that faith for 
Vil'W:-, alHl principle
 "hid. till". } worWUlH'C to be Jllore worth,' ofl.i,rhh, ('Ì\.ili7lc1 
. . b. 
:1I\(ll'nligllt('lIpd 1114'11. c.)roralit
", at pr('''f'lIt, i..; hpttl'l' 1IIIIlpl":"to()(I," 
ays the 
grl'at lIIa,,;(('1' of our agl', wh(l"(' fa1>I('s arc f('('ul1ll1l('ml('(l b,' l1lini...h'.'s of (;l'rrll:lII\" 
. . , 
:1:-' the hf
t . mr('í'" of rl'lig-iou.. jll
trurtioll. If 
.., uur wholt' ('oursc hitherto 
ruu...t ha,.C' h'tI 
'ou. read('r, ill a f:.I'lo (Iirt'Ctiou; hilt tJl<' fad..; :11\(1 ob:,f'rvatiuu:i 
which I prOI)()"l' to of}l'r, wiil ('u:lhh', I COUl'(\ivf', l'very impartial j\ltlgp to (li:--('o,'er 
tllp Ürllar)" of th::t opinion. 'rhl'1I till' )H'W 1"4'ligioll"; \\"('rp fir:--t 
I't lip publirly 
ill CIII'i:-tl'IHlom, it wa
 little t&.ought by tho:--c who clrallg('ll tJ.<, ruh, of f:.rith. tll
rt 
tIll' rule ,)f m:ulIU'rs ',a- :11:0-0 to be re,.olutiollizC'l1. It i:- true tlU're U"PJ"(' 
OJur' 
"i
C' }U':ul"" whil'h pr('(li('tl.d t:rat thi.. \\ ouId 1)(' inevitably till' final r('
ult; anti 
it i
 ("('rtain, that in pr:U'ti('(' thC'rc \\a'" alr('.ul)" an almJJl1al1t grotln(1 to fmr tlmt 
tll4'ir prl'dil'lion..; \\(HlltIl)(, v('rifi('(1. En'n at tIll' fil",t 11101l1('nt, W}JI'II it ":l.; pm" 
po
p(1 to intro(1U('P intu a ( ilri:-:tian eOllll1lunity tll(' fatal principle of the inllova- 
tors there \\C're :--ign:-, uf till' fuhu<, ruin. 


"lnstaIJw8 tamt n imrn('morC'''. r:t'<'Ïqllt" furorI', 
El Dtln..trum infclix F:lCrnt.l 8i..lllIllI
 un.c..... 


\.. Piuùar 
'ly:--, " TIll' c'rl'Clible and illl.l"t'Clil.lp are uftl'n ('ollfcHllul{'(1 rllr a time, 
but thl' da)"s whieh :o-ul'('('('(l are the 1I10..t ('('rtaill \\ itw ....;,..,."t Thu
e \\ itrH'''''po, hI\"(' 
l>l'l'n lwanI, ami greut illdl'l'tll11u
t 1)(' tlae "c..II
nt.:-s alltl ol.:-('urity ufthe mil\tl whic'li 
...till \\:lit... f
)r mort'. The kind of 1"('a<1('r:, who ehoos(' :o-ul'h lI1atter a'i that whil'h 
I in<1i tC', for f'uhjed of tlll'ir thought.., men 1>1'('(1 to g<'lIt It, :-t ml ie..;, alllla(;('u:--tolUltl 
to the SWl'('t 
lIun(l-; of di\"ine phiIo:--')l'hy, 3("(' ill 
('n('ral but little ncquaintt.'tl "ith 
the firets to wlli('Ja \\l' mu..t now hriefl)l all\llIl'. awl :-:till 11'''';0, inclilll'ti to au('nd to 
tllO:-:c who :-pe3k of tlll'lI1. 'III(' (It-tail of "U('I. malllll'rs as lh..tin
UI:o-I.('d tilt 
chief agl'nh in the revolution (If the ..i '\.t('('nth 'ntury, c.m but sel<lum arr(':o-t 
the thoughts of nwn \\ ho cnjoy tIll' iw'ffilLh' eI.arms of calm me(litatiPIi on truth..; 
of l.tt'mal inh'rt.:--t, allll of iufiaite :--uhlill1ity : philo:--tll'Ja)' leall::) ml'n to other 
walk
. \\lrat i
 it to the Chri:o-tian l'hurl'h whl'tlJl'r :-hc he ()ppu
d hy a Tl'

an 
or a Xl'ro? untler a "Cnate a.. 'l1lblin
 in the fc,rum, or Ululer a Ill'\\" race (If 
prif':o-l:; teaching a dif1erent doctrinC', 
'.'atl'(l in Ilt'r 0\\ n auril'ut fl'llll'lt.s? 
he 
(".,ills upon h('r children to witlHlraw thcm
.h.f:-l from the thin;!s tlaat pa:--s with 
timp, awl It'ave the <I(':ul to 1m!")' their (1('3(1. Hut in 01 t11'1' to slum \\ hat 
wa'i tbe ju:--tire of thc ag
:-: of faith, I'omp rctro
pect of the mcn who ha:--telle<l 
thcir dl'cline l)('comp
 llL'CN;:-::lr)., 31HI with whaten:r relul't:Ull"l" (me may turn 
frolll the !-pl.ctade of a f('llovatc(1 to that of a fallen and 1'till pro;oo;trate world, it i
 
well to form 3n c
tilllate of that system of morality whirh was made to 
t;upersetl
 the ancient manners of the original universal bVl'iet)r of ChristiaD
. 


* Virgo Æn. 11.2.14. 


t (ÞJymp. I. 
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H:1st('ning then our steps as tho:;e who filHl their path he
et with object:'i (;f Ji
- 
gust or \.error, we finù ourseh"es at first in fearful company, Hurronndl'd with the 
routiers or 
ù]òicrs, resembling the liberating armics of our tinH', mcu without 
faith or Jaw, impious as the troo l ):; that ha\'e bteh- r;.l\'arred Portwral and R I )ain 
. '=' '=' 
Ullller the influence of the mü<lern opinion:ö:, for tlll'Y are the er('ation of an 
opinion, antI barbarou:::i a'i the wilùest !"avagc::i. Tlao::ie men were in the service of 
the eady heretics, who first ga\'e note of coming cvils; and what sort of reform 
think you, reader, could tllO:,e who employed such instmmcnt" ha\ye had at heart? 
J1iclaclet 
a
'
, that to judge by some fact:-:, theil' history miglat ue read in tlaat 
of tlae merccnaril>s of antiquity, in the t'xf'crable war again4 Carthage.* It 
is important to beal' in mimI, that the prc:-õcnL systl'IIlS which were establi:-,]l('<l 
on the aholition of the ancient faith aro:,e at an epoch of horrible fame in the 
hi:-tOl"\' of mallkill<1. It was durin g the execraù]e reirrn of g old durinrr the 
. ",=, , 0 
hunger ami thirst a.-tel' riche:-:, when avarice had qnenched the ]o\'e of gOOlI, 
without \\ hich is no reform pos:,ib]e, that the religion:-; constitution of EO many 

tate-: gave way. Observe, that tlae agents of the change were men not who 
reðist
ll, hut who followed the 
pirit of their age. Tlae history of them all may be 

Ilmllled up by saying, that they were ill the \"all of their gem'ration, awl 
,,"orlhy of being so; with ju:-,tiee and freedom en:'.' on their tongue, they 0111)" 
:w:liled themsch"es of the elemcnt5 which the)" found already prepared in :L 
corrupt socidy, like the Pc(Iros ami Chri..:tinas of late.' timcs. 
"Surely," says a keen ob::ier\"er, a child ofju,tice who found means m a fer- 
eign land to make his voice be heard in jll,tifi('atioll of wi:-ödom, '.
ureJy, if a man 

hol11d :l:-ök ,Murray amI 
[ort()n, tho
c two pillal':'; of reformation in Scotland, 
Orange and IIorn in the Xetllerlamls, Conde ami the 
\lIllliral in France, the 
lIlIke-; of Somer
d :lIlJ X orthullIberJaml in England, the prillcf's oÏ Sa'Xony, 
SWL ' 1.lell, an(I Denmark, and the rl'
t of the Lutheran chief... in Gf'rmany, wllether 
the)" had not :-;0111e by-eml=-- of a\'arice, ambition, and other sini:-õter allli \\ oddly 
nature, wlH'n they :,eeme(1 to be mo:-,t hot aud zealou:ö:ly tr:m:,ported, it might 
trouble thclH all perhap:-: \\ hat to answer."t "'hat may thc 
elf-commi::,.;:iuned 
mC:-::'l'n
ers 
:IY uuto tIle eaptaill of the church when they f'hall see that volume 
s!wea(I to view, in the which all tlll'ir lIisprni:-e is written? There anlid:-:t the 
action
 of that king who fir:-:t made Alfrell'l' rPllowm.d i:-]e apo:-tate, :-hall be 
)"(":uI, of de
poti=--m, of unprinci pled mi Ilisters, of a rapacious ari:5tocfaey, of a :-;el'- 
viII' parlian1f'lIt. The.'e 
hall be read t!le thir:ö:ting pride that made fool alike 
tIlE' EngJi...1a amI the tl('ot, impaticnt of the wiuged )'oke, therp :,hall be '
"l'n the 
auatHln\" of that work which was hecrnn h\" the murdt'rcr of his win':-, continued 
III 
 ., 
by the mUrderl'l' of his brother, and completed by the murdere" of II! r 
Ill},t. 
The new e\"augelist-: f'ha11 
(>e recordf'd tllPre their table-talk, thpir thri('P trall:-- 
nl
\.ted wi\'e:.:, amI all tllC filthy Joillgs from whil'h they C'3ll1e fll1
hell, w rrea<l 


· Hi
l. ùe Frnuce. II. 43
. 


t J erusa]cm and Babd. I. 113 
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clrl\\ n like <.Iogs and 
willc tlac ho])" thiu
:o- amI pl'arl
 uf (he faith. Thc)" of 
.:\ or\\":I) tou, aUlI the nalll', with thc fi'wlallolll., ofSa
(lII)" :111<1 tIao..,c \\"Ian ruled 
Zuri('h aUlI Berll(', \\ ho would not f'ufft,'r provi:,iou.i to I,l' 
l1pplil'tl to the Catllulic 
ilihaLi(aut... of thc mountain aIHI for
t (.'autuu
, bhalllu' t'xpo
I witl. tht'Ul \\hu 
t'ollntt'rfeite.] ill thc (.'oin of n(,llr
", and c:m'-ed groans amI \\ailiug:; in the 
trccts 
which 011<.'<" \\t're hll,
t with the fed of holy JIl<.'u that r.m (Ii
pelbiug pe.lc(', 
ThC''''C \\ ho:--c mill<I... havc attainl'(1 to that hii!h amI d<..li('ate H'n:--(> of ju:--til't' whieh 
belong-; to thc ages of faith, may not onl)" 1,c 1111\\ illing hut C\'(.'11 actuall)' u!lahle 
to l'xplore tllis hi:--tm')". The ngeut at this l'poch, wllcthC'r the JIlere instrnment 
of o
I:l'rs' p,b",iolÞ', the iglwhI :lI1tl in..::uw prf":,l('h"l", or the .:-1)" ,)()tclltat. \\110 
with inh-f('
tI'({ moti\"<"-4 ('Ul'OU
l
I'li :1IHI Pl"OlI1l1l('ll him, i.. a ehal'acter whieh ther 
('an h:mIly {-:,timate; for ul'conling tu the :-uLlim ' illl'a of the poet, wc mar I'ay 
truly that to tlU'il' (')"e.s he i:) iuvi-;iblc, 
Ul'h a dmul of erilllcs ('Il\'clup<.'s him, 


roZur l-ri 
ricp( 'trrl$pi III
tJo' 7f'ETOTc."CCI. t 


1 t "IH hc sunïl'i<.'ut, howl'vcr, to 
h()w that from the tillH" \\"1.<.'11 lI1or:llity Ì
 ,.aill 
tu haVl' 1)('('onu' l)f.tlt'r Ululpr.-tood, tin' lIlaUllt'rS of thO:--l' \\ 110 ('mh1':I("t'(1 the II('W 
opiniun>; \\l're Vcr)' (litli..'l"t'ut from ,h.)- 'whieh had fOI"IIIl'I"I.\' lli:-itillglli:-;hl'(lmell wllo 
hllll
l'I'HI ami thirst('{1 after ju::,tit-c. 1 n propu:o-iug :-uch :1 retro:-p('.ct, I feel 110 
alarm I..-t I 
holl1<l offt'nd any p('l"
on; fOI. thc \"ulg-.lr :lJul irn
cihlc rrowd ('0111('::) 
1I0t Jll're tn fl'l"!. I N.'l.k In gin' pain tl) 110 <.m<.', mu('h h'
", to tho..... who:--.. brcniu'i 
:111<1 cli"'po:o-ition to emhral'c ('VCI'Y kinll of 
oodJ I han' al\\a).:o. l)('en accu:-tnnu't.l 
to admire, all<I in \\ hn ' m:lIlly and gCIll'I"UU" nature's I ,,,,,II know may he reali/l't.l 

f.) many hright, l'nclralltillg 11Opt"S c)f pmthful friend...hip. To cOlltra.-t the )uung 
\\all<ll'rl'r:-, (III till' ('rl'in
 way within thc:-,(' Ì:--Ianll:-" with an)" cla...s of men at prl':"o<'ut 
i!lJlIlt'Cliatl'ly HI"UIIIHI tllt'lIl, woullinot, })('rhap"', bc till' part of Oil<' who 10\'('" 
III'roic' allcJ (li\'inc antil"lit
,. 
Therl' are m:tIlY who HlppO:--' tlll'lll:O-l'I\'(':o. l'roh....t:llU..., without I.:nO\\ ill
 un 
\\ hat g round... that tit1e rt....ts wllo"'(' thou rhts aIul 'ßtÌIJ)(,lIt.. Illi,rht be rOIll } )ar<.'(} 
,
 
 
to tlac fn...Í! ('uITelJt of a gelltle living :-trl':ulI whi('h it is alway:, delightful t.) 
pa:-:- near, (,,'cn tlwugh OIlC nllht nut follow its tlc\"iatioll
; :lml oil thl.; other 
h:uHI, therc arc I 
":-,()IIS who han' nevel' burnc the nalllc of JH'()[l':o.lur
 agalu...t tlte 
ancient faith, \\ h
, milHI l"e:"{'mLles cithl'I' a turl)id ('Urrelit or dull poo), :-t:l
lIal1t 
amI illfet'tiou.., that can neithcr ll'IH'\\" the t'nrth nor rdll'CÍ hean'n. Thi:o. \\ hO]l' di:--- 
('Olll":-,C is ('ollccrnillg l.itlH'r the pa...t,-mul what i:-, tlH're in till' dark, wretched 
yeanndlieh ha\"e el:lp:-clI 
incc tilt' fi!':--t apo:-ta(')" wJ.ich :o-llOuld rl'lI<ll'r it... pr:li:--, 
<.li:--plca:-illg to a )"oulIg- amI ullpoI1Utl.ù r:l('l',--or that Ill'\\" otI;"prin
 \\ illl \\ hich 
n(l<l comill1l311y fl'cIHHbt('s His ehllrch ; a da....., whieh I11U..t iududc tllt'lI1:--t.'ln.; 
if tl...), '\HuM foHo\\' \\ Iwre :111 that is IIOLle awl profoUlul hath fkll. Thl'
l' t!'ut! 
lo\",'r:o. of \\ i:--lL::: will t 11I'rcIllre not hc quid\: to take ot1i.'nCl' at \\"01 cIs which (l111y 


· _l.:
dl\ I. EUUll'lIid. :;-;s. 
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invite them to pmceed on to this peace. They will feel that it would be in:o;all
 
to identifY an a('eu
ation against historic per:,ollagcs, or against principle:-;, with a 
stupid attempt to depreciate any of the generous men who in the 
hadc of private 
life may now, through ignorance alh! the my
tcrioll" onler of Providellce, be fol- 
lowing, externally at least, in the track of the horrid pl'Ol'c

ions which had passed, 
as it were, through the night of hi
tory, 
preading tern)l" and desolation around 
it, and breaking the sweet l'tiJ)ne:-:s of a redeemed, 01' ruther new-created world, 
with the terrific 50und of civil and religious war
-spectral-like and gha!o'tly 
procession, of which at present, only the memory seems to remain, excepting 
that one beholds the fearful wreck with which it has strewed the earth, and some 
innocent captives whom that foul crew has left spell-bound and mi
erahly at- 
ta('hed to the different objects that lined its way. "'ere we to view history 
with the eyes of modern 
peculators, there would be 110 place for the pre!'ent 
argument; for the foum!prs and propagators of the new opinions in religion and 
in morals were, according to them, amongst the salt of the earth. But t1111
 
do an slich men. If their purgation did consist in words, they are as innocent as 
grace ibelf. But the light seems again to dawn, at least to a considerable e1a

 
of readers, upon hi
tory, ant! it is no longer po:-:sible to support the new opinions 
by ascribing to their founders that attribute of justice which in common with our- 
selves they are obliged to believe one of the distinguishing marks by which may 
be known the church of Jesus Christ. The world Legins to remark, that wher- 
ever the
e men pretended to weed, nothing appeared after them hut briar:O:alH! thorn
. 
If the hou
e of Luther had been the vine of the LortI. and the men of Calvin his 
pleasant plant, the eternal course of Providence would ha\.e been retrograde, for 
then in ages of grace and after the )Ie:.:
iah, it might he sair 1 that he looked for 
jlJ(I
ment and behold iniquity, fur ju..tice and hehold a cry. 
"
hat sort of converts the innovators generally made in France, may he learned 
from referring to any ûf the contemporary writers. Paradin, in his epi
tle prf'- 
fixed to his hi
tory of Lyons, addre:-;:;ed to the con:::uls and syndics of that city in 
the year 1573, appeals to them in these terms. "It i:-; notorious that sillee UIP
e 
new re1iO'ionlõ: if O p en force ouO'ht to be named reliO'ion, ha,.e been introduced 
ð 
, 
 ð 
into France, aU estates ha\-e hecome corrupt: youth without (Ii
('ipline, old 3ge 
without examples; aU kinòs of bla:o:phemy, vice, and enormity, arc the frnit
 of 
th('
e nO\'el opinions. 'Exitn:-: acta probat.' " Again in hi!" hi.-tory, 
I)('akillg of their 
havin
 d
mo1ished the churches of St. Ju:'t. ofbt. Irenæn:-:, awl the Abbey of the 
I
le-Barbe, he exclaims, "\" ould to G(
d that they had built 1i\-ing templt....: of 
manners and \.irtues as thev have reduced to ruin am! de..;olation the<o:e dead 
stones which offended no on:',"* 
Mo!"t remarkahle al
o in thi
 re
pect, are the 
letters of another magi:-:tl'ate. btephen Pa:::quicr;t but the learned reader wiH for 
himself find abundant 3nd equal1y curious evidence, so that we nero not delay 


* Hist. de Lyon, Lib. II. 100 


t Lib. IV. 12. 
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h()rl' The moml tlt,teril)l'
ltion, Ihe e'\.ulwr:HII" or ('rilllt' allli \\ Ot' wllit'll t'II";III.d 
in G..r/ll:III
' and Englaml, i.. a fill,t whit'h i:o. (,(Hlfirmed ('\'t'll L
' lilt' te'lillltlll)" 
of the t.hi..f"i tlll'lIIselvt'
. FOllnlai"hall 
aitl in the linw of ,J:lInt'''i Ill(>::; '{'Olll! 
, 
"God r.li:o't':. up IIIl'lI to appt'ar for th(' Prote'tant int..n...t, wllo wen' not \"(fry :-trict 
in any religion.". 111 fact he might ha\"f' :-.aid, wllO fly all di;o:('iplilll's, like 
Epic'urus. 
nit' (;erma" nohl('
 who <':Im(' fOI'w
ml a... the prott'C'tor", of Luther, and with 
whom he t'\.l'lItually !-i(IL't1 .1gain..t tl.., oppn......t.cl pt'a..ant.., wert' whht'r klli
ht... 
who kllt'w of no ju:-ti{''C or authority hut tit . :o.worcl. It wOlllcl Itan' hC'I'n a ('uriOlH 

ceUt' to have bt.
." 1)I'c::-l'nt in he <'..t....t1e on tilt' Rhi..e at the tllt'ol(/
ical dialo
ul' hl'- 
h\('('n Frank \'011 Sil'kingc'lI who ('()(lId not I"l'ad, amI tl... t.th('r famous knight who 
t"I)(HI..;c.d till' n'
)rlll, wh('1l tilt' rt'al (1'1('...tioli \\ hich cOlwenH.d lilt. III \\a..; Ilow to 
plulIlll'r tlal.ir ueighbor, tht' hi...ho}J ofTren':;. TIll' wiltl hoar:, of .\rcl,-,,, wC'l'e id nl) 
ag" h.mll'r to =-pal'e the \"ineyanl or the dlurl"h. \rililOut attt'mptillg to ('xamillc 
wllO 3f(' the Frank von ::5i{'kin
ens tll3t ha\"e ('orne 11I(o:--t fm'\\ a 1"11 in mOth'lll tinIP'" 
a:- challlpion.. of that ('au,<" (Ieft'nclillg till' prt>:lC"lwl':o' with p:uupl.lc.t... from tlleil' f('u- 
(bl C.'a..lll's, :lIlIl holtling up the 
\\t)rcl tt) tllU:-e who ar," not ""ati:,fÌt.,J with tlwil' 
lo
i(', onc ma)'lu' perlllittt,,1 touh::)Crvc that the l'xi:,tel1('('nftlw rt.liginn \\hieh they 
"':o-poII:-:t'(l :It thi
 (by, i" a proof that the ordm' of ProvicI('lwe llIu..t II3\"e required 
a cCJlltinll('t1 !-l'rie
 of the RUlle IIIl'II ; fOl' it i:o. a law uf nature th
lt thill

 
llUllhI 
l'
i!'t and prevail only hy ucllll.ring to tilt' prilH'iple oftheil' t.
i:o.tl'IJl''', )Jahonwtan- 
i
lII, wllil'h wa... l'''
entiall)' harbaroll
, a III I Ila\'ing COI\(I'U'..t for it- ol
f.(.t, II() !òOOIWI' 
attelllptl'tl ill Spain to l)C('ome clllti\"at('(13Iul pt'aCl'Cul, than it wa
 \':II1<}ui:;;he<lal\(l 
(lri\.en OHt. Silllihu'I)', 3 rl'ligion which i
 t',
,.'ntia)J). :1 principle of :--
paratioll, cJi
- 
union, mHl tl....trnetiou,('oun('dt,,1 with the mi
rf'pn'..;elltati()n alltl injll<;ti('l' in which 
it originutell, ('an only ('ntlure h)' till' tran,.;mi:-:.:ion alII I {'xcrcisc of the 
ame :opirit; 
and wlH'nc\'C'r Ii tenclenc,y to Catholic union, and a d '::.ir" to huild up in imitatiun 
of Catholicism, whc'nev('r a 100'e ûf ju"tif'e in charity 
hall hf'gin to :,upf'
ede the 
original virnlf'II('c, thf' tl.ill
. un,lcr wh:ttl'ver name it may h(' di;o:tin
ui:,hed, will 
not only he Ie in (1aIl
t'I;' hut will 1I('CC......arilyan(1 irn'IHNliahly ('xpire, 
Th(' teachers oi the nt'w (Ioctrillcs were gllilt), fmlll tlu
 bl'rinning of that 
irrational complaint which Socrates ridicules in the !o-()phi
t...., who, when the)' prE'- 
teluled to tpach men virtu(), would )'et often aecnse their own di
(.iplt."; uf in- 

rat itlltle :11)(1 injll..ti('e toWal'di them
f'l\'l''':, a
 1t:1\'illg ..e('t.in',] 
r(,3t bt'n...fit flOm 
tl...111 without making tll('lI1 an)' return or l'ilipencl 01' 
ra('('. 
) that they admit 
tho..., to be evil whom they have remlcrc<l g()()(1. "\rhat 
reat('r ah:,unlity than 
this?" asks the \.thenian 
I
t.t Rurtnn \'as one of those moralis
 who forget 
that men cannot nJw3Y
 justly mmplain of the thing's which th('f may Jament. 
It i
 a reme(h', indeed, for tht' ('\'il on which JIt' trf':tts to rfla(1 the lamentations 
which he pours forth on the want of pall'cmage whic.h hie;: f...Jlow-di\"ìnes and 


· State Tri1\18. XI 1175 


t Plat". GlIrgi
. 
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ulli\"(
r5ity-men endured. "Tell them 'tis a sin," saith he, !';peakiug of theil' 
patrons, who 
poil the new legal dlUrch, "they will not bc1ie\'c it; (lcnoun('c 
amI terrify; they ha\'e cauterized consciences. Call them ba::;(', irreligiou::;, 
profalle barbarians, pagall:-:, atheist..;, epi('ure
, 3" some of them surely :ire 
'Euge! optime,' they cr)', alHI 
Ipphll((l them:,eh'es for having money-a ba!'e, 
profam', epicUl'('an, II)'pocl'itical rout. L
t them preterHI what zt'al tl}(')' will, 
tileir bones are full of epicUl'ean hypocrisy amI athei:4ical marrow: the)" arc 
worse than heJ.thens."* Y'HI ()b;;
I've, reaùer, th at the 
cenc which is now 
pa
illg hefore OUl. eyes has been actl,<I before. \. \'oiùing, however, a-; far 
 
pt),.;
ibl(', the ullple:1sant ta
k of aecu!'ation, let n
 onl)' ooscn'e tho:-:p featnres 
of the IIlOralit)' of our Catholic 
.Il1cestors which present a :,triking cOlltra,.;t to the 
principles or cond uct of the llll'll who pretendeù to ha \'e more enlightened views 
of justice, and \\ 1.0 substituted new opinions in religion for tIle anciellt filitlt. 
\rho i:; there then that does not anticipate me in bearillg te4imollY ill the fir:--t 
place to their 
ingular 100'e of truth? Opell allY of the:-;e volumes written b)' 
men of the middle age:-õ. "'hat ('andor, what conscience, what indu:'tr)', what 
distrust of themselve.;:., what ullnece:-:..:al'Y revelations of Sl;cret as:-õistance do yon 
find in them.? "Reader,'':.:ays John Y" a
us of BI'uge, '.).un are be
ollght to 
luok favorably on tht:se lIlY labor:" which wel'e uot moderate, and to admoni:--h 
me candidly of my faults, amI with a !'in('ere min(l; for you will alway..; fir)(l me 
prepan..(l to COl11l11l'nCe a pallillodc of tho:,e things which I ha\'e wriul'u, 
1I1(1 that, 
not without llOnoraLle mention of tho..;e by whol11 I ha\'c been ju:,tly and bencvo- 
lently adlllolli:5hed. "t Similar to this pI'eface to a 
p:1nish chronicle, is the :-:tyJe 
\If introduction tu all tIle old Catholic works of litelature or philosophy. Ileal' 
how the illustrious Richard of St. Yietor !'peak:5 in his wOl'k Oil tho Tl'illlty. 
"I shall take it 111114 gratefuJIy allll count it fin' a great gift, if any tru:1. IIttt'rpd 
by me le:-:s properly 01' fit! iugl)' should be explaine(} in more appl'opri:ltt' awl fit- 
ting languagc b)' 3l
other:'t "Titlle:--:> again the great Ðeue(li(,tilu':o' (If a lat('r 
age. Dorll lleaugendre cunf
es IlUlllbly in the prefa('l' tll Jli:-; work that thc 
lIote... h
l\"e be('n reviewed and CUl'I'f'ct(-'(1 by )Ia
:,net ; am} nOIll Ibimond dl' ]a 
:\Iotthe a!"
i
f:.; Dp S:ln
:,ai in )Ii
 )1al tyrology of Frallce, amI :\Iahillull in his 

\d
 of the B(,II('dil'tille
, withonL ever de:-õiring that hi..; nallle ...1 10 n 1(1 he 
a<;;sociate(l with their g lor\. ('ontent to ('m } )lo," him:::elf in uh";('IlI'it" fin' the 
'" , , 
c:,tahlishment of truth and the utiliÌ\' of the chureh. S :\[nratori find... in the 
allcient hi::;toriau5 during the ages of le:l:-õt erudition, "a lucid narrati\'l' of (,VClIts 
anI} dee(ls conjoined with a lo\'e of truth .;"11 anel yon nc('(1 ollly open an\' of 
thcir' treatises intended for g('lleral in:,trnl'tion, sueh as the work of luna tIt' 
III4itutioue Laicale to be con\.inced that as in the tWl'nh'-:,e\'enth dl:l l )tpl' of 
, ' 


* Lih. I. 3. t Jonnnis Y:u:æi nru
('n
i8 Hl'r. I1isnanicarum Chronic. cap. ;. 
t De Trinilnte, Pars I. Lib. IY. c. 11. 

 Bibliothequc Hist. et Clitiquc des Auteurs de 11 Cllngreg. de ::'t. )[aur, p. 5. 
I In Scri!)L. Rer. ltaL Præfat. 
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11u' 1'('(,ollcl hook of tl.o.....
 IIl...titut(':" they wel'C ill r('
ar(1 tð trutiJ Il(,L"Ol
. 
"Cav('ndurl1 omnibu... 1II1I(lis mcnc!aciulll," :--ar till' ('anon.. (' .1l('d('(1 by I \"LS (Ie 
(.!Jatn....., ":,ivc' pro malo, ..i,.c diam pro Lonu præferri vicll'alUr."* "Tilat I have 

ati
fie'(l tlH' fh....t 1"ule. of an lai...torian by an inviolab]e rcgara to truth, I ('J.IJ 
a)" 
\\ itlwut hoa...ting'. " :--:lYS Tritllt'lIliu.., ":--inC'C the l1lolla:,tic profe::;::5ion :u)(1 Clni:)- 
tiall f:lifh hdtla ('01111" I lIIt'tu lu.!cl fal:,C'hood in horror a-; that which kills the 
soul."t 
"A religiou., man," S:I)"S S. Bonavcntura, "mu.,t avoid nut only a lie, but evcn 
whatf','('r Illay 11:\\"e the t'haclow of it, as hypcrbo:
, C'(Jllfic1ellet., cXJ.ggeraliuu, 
f'(Pli,.c)('atioll:-- :nul all lIIallllt'l' oT Ip:!c1ing lIu'n into ('lTc>r:' 
 To play ironicaB)" 
" it h 1IH'1l tIlt.' (0( mntcrpart of I 'Jato'.. t ypc.', "]10 ec 1111 hinc c1 ill :-o\"en.ign degn,'(,' PO'\ l'l' 
:uul inju..ti('(', I S3ic1 was lawful, ill a f,)rrnt'l' boo!", fill. which 
IIlC few )"can5 pa:,t 
!-orn(' Engli..h criti...., mtC'hing at thc' word cqui,'ocab.', and prOl.lucillg certain 
Oallie3n :'l1Ithc)l"itit:', c1<'C'I1lC'<1 it filr oU('C worth their while to lIlelltiou the puhli- 
t'atiol) of this work, \\ hich tlat.)" r..
i!-tt.'rt'(l a
 teaehillg IJ('f"t.:--.\", ami thereiore Id the 
prf'..;t'nt p:lge he a !-igu to lIncl('('(.ivc' \\ 11Of'\"t'1' (Iollbt.; flU' motive of 111)' wunls. 
,rhat a hornu. of fal:--dloocl and cli ilUu1atioll i:) c,.im'('tl 11)" all the g:n'at :-tauù- 
ani authors of thp miclcllt' n
"", :l:i in that la(lcler of Paradi..' hy St. John Clima- 
elm.., who ",hows iu th(' o,;allle H'ut..nCf' tllat there wa!; nothin
 (1eecitful in tllc 
m('i.kllt

 :nul g('ntl('lll'''
 of tlu' jll..t, "nihil in iIIis ill\"t'uitllr ("3.lIidllUl," t'aith In', 
{(nihil clllrllm, nihil :,imu1atum:'
 Tht.)" \\ rote with a ('tm..tant s('n
e that Goù, 
Bot th(' lit('rary publi(., was to h(, the jue1g . of their :--l'lIh'III"(':,. "\\' e 
hall c'lIdeavor 
to relate tht
 lifi. of our fhtlH'r Columhall," 
lY<; Jona of BobblO, "which sholle in 
thf'
e !aUt'r a
'"C'-, '('rit tanlt'n lIo
trorlll11 arbitt'r clit'torum virtutum Largitor imrncn- 
!'u....' ":1 Oh"('f\"(', tun, tlU' mannc'r:-. of that Jay :--,widY whit.h follow('(1 the e1.i,"- 
alron... moc1c'I
. "TIlt' rt.'Íìm'llH'nt to which the I'rinc.iple of honor Wa:) (':urieJ," 
Xl)"..; a lUoc)eru authOl', "affiu'cls many intc'fC'..tillg trait-; oftllc purest amI m
t ad- 
mirable rf'
1'ù to trutll; and some of the hi:.;torit'
 of cclcbrah'd knights in:,pirc 
\1" with delight at tlH' pieturl''; tli(')" Ot'C:l:--iünally give of this (h'\'otion." ]):llIte 
:-peal
:, n... a l
night of the...(' :tgt..., amI not nlt'rcly a.. a thcologian, whcn IJC ...a}"
, 


-"Ever to that truth 
Which but the 'mh]liucc of a fa]!-('hoocl \\cars, 

\ man if pn....ih1c, 
h()u]d L.1r his ]jp
. 

iD(,C ßltlwu.dl bJ.Ul1t'lc..ss he iucurs rcpIOßch.". 


_\ C3ptain of thp miclcll(' ag("s would han> been eternally d i;;honor('{1 who :--lwnlcl 
ha\"P :--t'nt cmi:-:
ari('s \\ it1, f:\1:--(' intdligf'n('(' in orc1f'r to 
p('nrf' the tlc..trndion "f 
an f'nf'my that only !-'un;.!'Ilt to fly, a... in tll(' jn
tal}('e recorded hy Tllllc)"clic1c.....** 
HuM h:1(1 nwn can ht' fOUl"l iml,'c.d in their annal
. 
\ certain mrc1inal, aftcra ion!.!' 


. Ivouis ("arnot. Dl"cr('t. Pars XUI. 50, t In Chronic JIjn..augicu..is 
t S. Bonaventura. 
p('('uhlln X(),iliorum. ('
p. :?1. t: 
(':t]a Par:uJi
i Grad. XII. Grad. I. 
: .\ct. 
:lnct. Old. 
. neucc!. Tom. II. .- II1"1!. XYI. ** Lib. VII. 73. 
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conver33tion with Henry the Second of England, gave this testimony of him, 
"Sever Jid I see a man so courageous to lie. ,,* But under tIle influent.'e of the 
modern civilization, it woul(1 not be C:ISY to i u
titute a comparison l't't \\'t'en the 
different a
pirants of that kind of valor who..t! numbers are bO great, ami \\'11O
e 
claims 
o equal. ..\.
::;uredly it argues no prej H<1 ice in favor of the middle agl':O- tl) 
&::,ert that the y were notcharaderized In- that wil(ll'x('l'="s of in Sit Ie lice which ("PIIl'r- 
. 
 
ate::, a mockery of oath
, and a 
y:o;telllatic inditien.nl'e to truth. Fre(lerick 
('hlf'- 
gel makes some profounò reflections rl':,pecting thi
 d.'eadful evil whi('h (ll'
"- 
lates the modern 
ot.'iety. ""'hat an t:"tfect," 
aith he, "rnu
t t'uch a (I i
po="itioll 
produce upon the character of a nation? ,rhat a power is in lil':O- when an :tge 
arrin:s which is estranged tì'om trllth, and whieh <Ìete:-,t:, truth; when fraud in 
every conscience lea'"es a sting, and the spirit of lying, the death of soul:" bf'- 
comes the spirit of the 3ge?t 
""e need not I"(.fer to philo:,(lpller:-o for proof or illustration of that power. 
The events which pa
5 around u=" now atte
t it; f.)r deed..; which le-.!o) he:,peak the 
nature of the lion than the fox, have triulllphe(l, an(l W3)':O; of winding 
ubtilty 
been conducted with such art th3t the SOlllHI lias reached the \\"orld\ limit. It 
is by dis
imulation, flattery, fal
ehoud, ,"arious tougut's, horrible language:-;, aCl.'ents 
of ange.', \\"or<1s that are serpent all, which seem taught h)' him of whom 'tis said 
he is a liar, and the father of lies, that the modern ci \"ilizatiol1, as far a.:; it i
 op- 
posed to Catholic mariners and in="titution:", 
preads O\"er Europe, a))(l 
WPep" 
away all before it. .\h, what fierce cruelty òo these look
 be:o-peak ! "'hat 
tongues are thcc;:c that syllable speak none, hut with ireful gt:stnres angry 
('orn ? 
This is not rl'ckle

 passion, reade.', but the 
ubtle art whit.'h ha.:; eYer rnini:4en'(J 
to evil. How are king
 who would protect the church, and are, for its 
\\"eet 

ke, the iòols of the people, to be deposed and drÏ\'en out, ami nations that 
would support them to be in,'uded, under the gui
e of neutrality, by merccnary 
armies? institutions the most holy and ven
rable, intimately associated with 
true national glory, and most beneficial to the poor, to be 
uppre.s....ed fi)r sake of 
plunder, under pretence of relie,"ing the 
tate? It is h)' meali
 of calumnies 
shouted together by the cur
ed crew of all who 8educe with lies; for WhCll hrute 
force and evil will are backed with subtilty, n'="i
tallce nOll avuil:-,. From thp 
surfaee this diabolic contagion pas
e:-; into the h
art of socict,r, and tain
 òome.\;tie 
life. To I'ead falsehood with composure, ami to retail it with ayiòit)", i::, hard]) 
considered reprehensible; and loquacity i... not now so much a certain proof of 
iO'l1onmce uccordincr to the definitio;] of th<' um'ient a
ceti(', ae;: it is an indieation 
t:> , 
 
of mf'n ha,"in(" come fresh fmm tll<'ir daily ban q uet of licen:--f'd ca]umnie:-i, \\ herc- 
ð w 
with they ne'er enongh can glut their tongue
. Finally, it i:) the 
.mc power 
which i
 employed to perpetuate heresies and f:chi:"m. Indifference to truth, 
under the mask of loving it, is the accomplishment mo..t needed when coffers mu
t 


It Epbt. S. Thorn. 366. 


t Philosophic des Lebd.l"', 2:?O. 
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lx' fillt"t1. Y'Ulth i:-i tolel that it I.. t'nt itlt'd to f'xaminf" for it:-lf'Ir, and to 
tuUm," ow II jtul'TllIt.ut, hut with :III """pt'(.'ial provi:ou, that it 
 never to 
E'xer: that prh 9 ile!!f'. nw 

 :,b'l1l lIIa
" hI' false, but So; men" \H'Hlth or mean..; 
of lift' lll'PPlIl1 upon tlH'ir :--u})porting it, tltl'Y Illu..t u..h, nn ql1...
tions that can 
rai
 3 <<Iouht, rt'ael 110 houk.., ('OIl:-iUI.t wi [I. lie) 111311 that "ouM pre
nt the argu- 
Inl'ut of tht., uppo..ite :oic1..., ; :11)(1 tllll... tIlt' lII:n,im of the (';Plltill':i is daily vf'rified- 


XpvðòS ð# ICfJElðð
v J'V J,6J }.,'Y6J't' ßfJOroìr;.. 


o heaVl'II
, what U \Ht.('k is Ilt'n' of ull honor alltl ju
[il.t'--of all the old scnti- 
D1 'uts of loyalty anll Jàith! The a
' uf dai\"alry i;o, p
t, wc arc toM, and does 
it not :ot't.'1ll .L., if till' agp of truth haù df'pal.tt..'t} \\ ith it '? !uùt.. '<.} th - phenomena 
lIf tlu- lUoral wurlel at pr<<.
t'nt (':111 :--urpri:--,. no philn:--oplwr who traCt
 the modern 
e
tabli:-hed :-}"="It'IaI:-- to tlwir :--Olll"<'t., for they Wt're framed am} 
t up by ve:--:"d
 of 
all guilt-, wh, ,. :--piri t wOIIM nat umB)" tle:o-<."'IHI to tlaei r p()
h'l'it y. 5t rype uml many 
OÙler., can Lear "itlJ '... tu the amiquit)" of the :--l'llul.tin' <lrt in cOlJdllctilJg :ttbcks 
u
aill
t dl(' Catholic' IOf'li
ion ill EuglalllJ. Ileal' but the rt'IÞvllin
 of the Cf'le- 
1,ratt'(l Burton. "TIU' \\ or:--t Ch..i:--t iall... of Italy," ...ays lit., "are the Humans, tlae 
\\ or:-t HClIU:ua:- un' the pri''a-t:" tlu' wor:ot prit.,:--t
 ar.. tlap ('ardi lIal
, alld the 
wur:-t c.'anlillal i the pope, who i::. rt'nerull,y an t'picurf', all intillc1, a Luciani!o-t." 
Tlai
, it \\ ill 110" be tlwug:ll, i:ot UVt'r lMlltl, hut tlat' rt'pr"":--l'ntatiol1s maùe of 
Catlaol il' i n:--[ itu t ilHl:--, allll of (':It 1101 it' nlt'u :It tilt' prl':-;t'nt (lay, tlaoll
h in a moM' 

I.e(.iou..; lau
uabTt., pron' (111)' 11 gl't'ater profiei('U'T in that art which the IIIt'U of 
tll(' middle a
"":' laa\" :-olam\ n the)" "ere not ....killt'(l to learn. \gain, laistor)', 
\\ ith tilt.' uwlnul'}auly comment furnislwc.l by cl)lItempurary ù. ,ds, bllfficieutl)9 
Pl'OVt:i that an t'xtrel1u,l)" delicat. .. '1I'l.' ttf jll::!tit'C, that nil.'c and uquisit, f:!t'nSl- 
hilily \\ hieh daarae'teriJ'f'tl tilt' a
l
 of \\ hic'h St. Loui
 wa
 the type, the modd 
aud rl'lu't>:o.entativt" i
 uot a dmractt.'ri:-.tic> of thu
e \\ lao fulluw the hanucrn on 
whiC'h refOrlllt'(l elmrl.I" ur march of n':L:--OII, i:, ill:..cribl,(1. ''''hat city, or what 
mortal, nuuri..hinK no :o:t.'ntilliellt in tlw light of the heart, would rcvcre jll:5- 
tic't,? This i:, what 
ESt'h
"lu:"l,1t'rnaucl...t IIp llot;:- not 3!o'k what city or mortal 
pO
"l,:"....t'cl of II:-;...flll kllowlt'(l
t', or t'uhivating :--(.it'nl't' ill tlap depth of the lIudcr- 
st,:ullliIJl"? .AclmiraLle h':--tilllony to the truth of ollr philo:,opln 9 , which tcacheth 
that it i::. with tl.c IlPart Ipan Lt..licVl,tll unto jU::.ti('t-.. 
To witlle
 lao" tlac modern opinion:o. <:an fal'-ify the n"d.!o-on and dimini:,h the 

f.'II
(' of jll...tie(', Oil(' IIt'<..'(1 UIII)" aUt'lIll to allY of tllt'se great le
i:--Iati\'e prol'f.'(.(lilll!:oI 
"hl'l"e cpll':--tiulb ut is
ue her Wt'Cn t hc modern ('Oll:--t itllt i(}n
 OJ" rei igiou=- . -taLl i:--J. 
Illcnts,aucl the followl'l's ofthéuul'icnt fai[h, arl' agitated. If \\ hat we (oolltinuall)" 
hear or read, were c.aid and writteu Ly oth('I":', a.. CiC't'roe>..claim:--, ifill the lIame oC 
tlae I>f'ople, of tIlt' multitude of iJrllOr:mt citi7t'n
, Oil(' wOIlIel endure it with UII t'<}ual 
mimI, Wt' mi
ht pa
-; on without noticing it; Lut wh('u we find it pt"OL't..'rliing 


· M
dcll, \162. 


t Eumcllid. .I:.?
. 




\ G E S 0 F F.\ I T U. 


633 


from 8enators and nohles who shoulù have honor and justice e,er before their 
eyes, and who certainly are in so lllany respect:; in a position fa\'orable to the pos.. 
ses
ion of heroic virtue, one cannot but feel curious to inn)
tigatp the cause of 
such a phenomenon, and perhaps the explanation is not difficult. The order on 
which the Christian society depended has h('en di8turbed during three centuries b}' 
tlIP great fad of the usurpation of the spiritual Ly tll(' temporal power. This mr)ß- 
strous deed, which attacked civilization in its mo
t \"ital part, ha
 heen de\'elopro 
throughout Europe by maxims of egotism, the spirit of monopoly, tlIP ahm:p of 
force, and by all means drawn from self-interest in despite of the sentiments of 
justice. This has introduced confusion into the ideas and morality of the world, 
and corrupted political men of all nations, making thpm suppose that t11C want of 
principles could be removed by wills, and that parliamentary acts could supply the 
place of moral laws. When order is violated in it
 most elevated principle, it can 
exist no longer any where. One may easily conceive that in youth the reason is 
vitiated by being taught to combine things essentially irreconcilable, and to con.. 
sider it as enlightened religion to substitute contradiction in terms for faith. 

Ien may protest against inferences, but théy cannot conceal the leading passions 
of the human mind; the system to which so many still cling, was originally cal- 
culated more to 
atisfy the end;; of ,rachiavelian politirians. or to feed the vanity 
and reyenge of clever, passionate men at a particular moment, than to satisfy in 
all ages the wants of a jll
t and innocent intelJigence. f'hiJdrf'n ff'el the incon- 
sequence and inconsistf'nry of a thousand thing
 imposed upon them; they hear 
(.ontradictory a

ertions from the same mouth:-" and they learn to arrange them as 
they can in tllPir hmd..;. "-Iwn grown to man's estate, 


"Rumor and the popular voice 
They look to more than truth; and so confirm 
Opinion. ere by art or rcason taught.". 


Hence the intellectual conscience being corrupted, the moral sense is not 
10\V to 
follow. The 
trange atrocious doctrines, which are on so many tongue!", respecting 
1>oth private morals and the conduct of nations, can only be explained by the nat- 
ural di
position of man to justify faults committed by sophistical reasoning, and 
when through pride he ha5 e
tablished himself, in contrndiction with moral la\V
, 
to seek an pxtension of his pmpire by producing around him inter{'
ts analogou
 
to his own. Things ba(l hf'gntl. )
ake 
trong themselve
 by ill. It ma.\' he truly 
Faiò that we have even corrupted and falsifipd languages, in or<le)' to diminish 
the horror of many e\'ils. V" era rerum \'ocabnla ami
imus, as Cato says in 8al- 
111
t. 
Ioreover, rationalism, which was in truth the principal herps,Y of later 
times, by giving the rein to the pas
ions, and by 
uppres
ing supernatural aids, 
]eavps the judgment expo!"e<.l to every contingency. The humility, and self- 


· Pllrg. XXVI. . 
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('outrol, nntl dIa
tity of the 3
 l)f f:1Íth, imparted prodigious pcr:,pi('uit
. to 
the ullder
t:Uldillg of 11h'1l. TI1l'ir rule of ,ll'Ciùillg debate..., a-; al:o-o that of the mod- 
eru
, may be collt'cted frum b1. J
'rllard, HAmor 
ieut nf'(' odiulU, veritatis judi- 
('iulll n' 'it; vis judicium v{'ritati
 uudirc? ;::;icut audio 
ie judieo: non bicut 
oJi, nOll bieut amo, non sicut timeo."* The latter is the rule of the modern tli:--- 
putallt, on 
tJ(.h topi
, when their p31)::)ions and her('(]itary prejudices are con- 
l'l'rlll't.l: the)" are then like Jlubpur, without hi:, pron>C3tiou, 


"T)'ing their ear to no tongue but their own." 


In puhlic life :llHl})olitiml rc1ation
, 1\'e finrl in inc1ividuals the Mme deficiency. 
The 11104 fieræ ('hampiolls of liberty werl' read)' to flatter ri('h men, UlHl to sell 
thcmst>h't.
 like the CoryphN' of that party who 'PO namc is held sacred, ..ho\\ in!! 
plainly by their dt"t ll.. that tlu.y \'"ere only freedom' h,n>l>crit . The rà,'e of ri- 
,-al dpmaJ!ogm's dill but :I
<&ill appt'ar on the world\ 
tag(', of whom it mi
ht 1)(\ 
:o-aid, in the \\orll.. of Ari...tophane:" that tlwy :\('tt'(Ilikt'
 tho
 who fi...h fc)r('(.I:--; for 
if the pool i:, calm they t:ake 11Othin tT , hut wlwil tl1(')" stir tlU' mUll np :Ulli down, 
tllt'Y (
trh prizt,,; "0 th('y C:1ught when the)" ('x('itt,d the cit). t Like the two 
!'lav'" in Plautu.., the)" "cn> 
ure, if It.t alone to í'Xpo:o- their mntual ('rim(...;, 
and thn... prai'W olle anoth<'r in a matHH,'r worthy of tlwir geuiu
.
 f'y<,ophaut.., 
wllt'tlU'r of dt':,pot..., or of tilt' Iwopll" were alike ahhorrt'nt from Catholic lI1anner:oi. 
It wa." not a profl':o1.:o-or of the nl'W tlwology, or a "Iiheral, exalt(.d statt'sman," hut 
a fatht'r of the chur(.h, alHI a Catholic phil '''ph('r, who 
aid, that "tlwy who 
pn :>Ol'l1t panegyrics to the rich oug-ht to he c0l1..;ider('(1 not ouly a
 flat1erer:" and 
IlWU illil)('ral, hut al
o a... impiou
 1)4'r",oll:-l and l'lIlIspiraror:" who pn'vent ri('h 
ßu'n from di,,<,ovt'rinJ! the way of
aft.ty, hy ('ontrilmting to tlwir prirÌp:'
 It wa' 
not a Baron, the "reformer of philo:>ooph)'," but a Spani!'h bi
h()p of the middle 
agt
, who defiß('(1 panC'gyrir to be "a liri'ntiou'- amI b.Sf.i\'iou
 kind of 
pe('Ch in 
prai"e of kin
 in whi<,h men are flattcr('(l "itl. many lit". " II 
Tht' middh' agt'
 lwlH'ld hol
' nwn who ('ouJd ill
pire tYI'an1:o- and the clll'mi(.:o; of 
the poor \\ith fear and ('olHpulI<,tion; not nwn "ho profe:'
t-<I them.....h-es in 
hanqllC.'ting to all the rout, who wet.c always Iwlll to \)(. dangeroui h) the wi<:<', 
hut per
on:i who llwditated l,ll the clivine law; who re:ul mu('h, thon
.ð't mlH'h ; 
who were grp:1t oh
('r\"el'
, anll who Jookt't] (!'Iite thl"Ough the d('(.d....; of men. 

all'h a :-;l'nator wa...; a trnp lo\"('r ofhis country anli incorruptible. II wa::!, accord- 
ing to dIP Thucydidcan !o)f'ntenc", 


lplÀÓ1rOÀZS TE lea! XP1lJ.Ja TúJY KpE(($CSú)Y. 
 


The (,UIl:o-t:1I1(')' of 
11('h mell willl'talid proof, if tril'(l with such ao.; have more 
.,how of worth, of hOllor, glory, and popular prai:;;c, r(>cks whereon greawFt men 
have oftcnbt wrecked. 


· Orad. Humilitatis. t Fquite.... t .\
inariJ Act ItI. 2. 

 Cll'mens A],-,:x:lf1d. Lib. Qui!! c1ives F3]veIHr. I. I Isidori Elymo]og. Lib. VII. 7. · II. 60. 
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-\.ll illu:-;trious French writer who occasionally speaks with inju
tice of the 
manners of tlH' middle ages, 
ays of his countrymen, in a work r(.ccntly pub- 
li
hed, that they have 110\\ public rnoral:o;."* X evertheles
, whate\'el' :-;('n:,e may 
be attached to these words, methinks olle must still remain con\'inced that, if the 
wisòom of the ages of faith, before morality was :so well under
t()oò, as the great 
model'n author 
ay" eouhl be heard amidst the uproar and confusion of modern 
del iherati ve, or, as they are more j ustl y termeò, repre
entati ve assem blies, it woulll 
maintain tile importance, even in a political point of view, of preserving the oIll 
Catholic manners, under whatever f')"stem of government might be e
tahli
hed. 
)IiIton, although no prophet, to have th
 hame facilities for judging as oUl'sch't'S, 
nevertheless :,aw enongh to feel strange suspicions. "Can men," he asks, "be- 
come all at once the legi
lator:5 of a nation who have never learnt what law 
means, what rea:o:on, what i
 rigltt or wrong, lawful or unlawful? ,rho think 
that all power con:'ii
t:'i in \'ioleuce, dignity in pride and haughtine
s? "t Our 
Catholic legislators <lid 1I0t suppose them
eh'es like X oah, who awoke from his 
wine, alul immediately prophesied. They were frugal, temperate, au
tere, and 
mortifil'(l men, practising the fasts and abstinence of the holy Catholic church, 
and oft('n even exceeding what she required. They were not pedanb or hrag- 
gadocio::; ill legislation, offering to prove the justice and honor of their public 
measures at the point of the f;word; they were not soM to the Jews, and es- 
timating tll(> virtue of their measures by the bulhtins of an exchange, and 
the pl'Ofit of those who haunted it. COllsider the V" enetian republic and the 
a:,sembly of it::; senator:" in whieh not he who had mO'3t wealth but who 
had mo
t virtue was the fir:-\t. c. If yon behold the council," says Benedict Aret- 
ino, "you would no 101lgt'r cxclu
in.ly admire the Roman senate There you 
would st'è gra\'e and moderate mcn ; there JOu would ob:-,erve with what gm\'ity 
awl decorum, amI eruditioll, a grave question wasdiscu!Ssed. You would find among 
tllem nothing vaiu, nothing light, nothing unworthy; and if he who seems the 
gl'eate:,t were to betray any insolence, you would see him immediately become the 
least of all. The puhlic welfare is their only COllcern, to promote which they 
labor with inten!'e application. \Yho could relate all theil' glorious deeds? who 
could enumerate all their just, and wise, and eloquent men? "t 
\Yilliam ofPoi('tiers 8ays that, during the time of '\'iII iam the Conqueror, :Kor- 
mamly hml ill its a
!'emblie::;, besides the bi
h(lp:; and abbot.., men of the laical or- 
der, most eminent, who were the light and brilliant ornament of the couneil. 
Rllbert count of)Iortain, Robert- count of Eu, father of IIughe
, bi:::,hop ofLi:,ieux, 
Ri('hard count of Evreux, Roger of Beaumont, Roger of )Iont-Gomeri. \Yil- 
1 iam 
on of Osbern, and t II(' V'I
('ount II l1ghe
. These mell, by their wi!'dom and 
ahility, preserved their country from danger:o:. 
 


'" Chateaubriand, Discours Hist.Tom. IV. III. t Second Defence of the People of Eng]and. 
t Dc præ..tantia virorum 
ui ævi D!alog. Thesaur. 
\.ntiq. Italiæ, IX. 

 De præ::.tantia virorum sui æ\i Ðiiùog. The
aur. .Antiq.lta1iæ, 387. 
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Tn England anll France during en'ry reigll tlH're were men of thi.. chara('ter, 
f Ut' pridl' clod ornament of histor
 . \\llt'll the)" took the charge of publ ic anair
, 
it \\".\S from a love of ju..tice amI from ch.u'it)", not from a rcg-.uù to the interest of 
:my politi(':tl p.lI.t)" ill the stat
, 31ul still Ie...... of their familits or of th('mselve!i. 
"The PJthagor
UI (liscipline i:o- 
id to have hani:o-lll'tl f'cdition and di
of(l, and 
all tUlly of parti(.:-., not only from amollg it.'i di
ipl,...., hut nl:"o from 0.11 the 
citit.::! of Italv auJ ::5icily."* "That i aùmil"l'(i a.... ßowiug from philw,ophy, :--}lOuld 
not 1)(' rorulemnN) or p
:o-\'(] over io disdain, when it had it.; origin in th. prill- 
eiplt.... of the Catholic religion. "There are some," 
ys lIugo of :;t. Victor, "\\ ho 
know how, mul can, and "ish to commanll j there are other" "ho kllow how, 
and ("'4111, but who are unwilling j there are again otlu.'r::, who neither know how,l1or 
can, nor are willing. To know how all() to be able anù "illing, i'3 of charity or of 
prille j to know how nnù to have the power but tù be unwilling, i
 of humility or 
of 
Ioth j neither to lnow ho\\ nor to he nhle hilt to wi:-:h, is of cupidity nnd 
foll)": neither to kno\\' hIm, nor to he uLle nor \\ iiling J is of discretion 011(1 prO\'i- 
dl'nce."t It would not he ditn('u1t to d('termine to ",hidl of th division:- we 
:-houh1 refer the :o:tat mí'Il of Catholic 3Utl Iwrhap' moorrn times. An ab
ll1te 
hurror of amhition ch:\nlC'h'rizp<1 the miùtlle 3}..
. I nmllllcrahle an- tl1l' in:,tan
 
whil'h they furni:,h of lIll'n f"l.nollncing, ami of exerei
ing powcr Foldy thl"Ough 
1Il(> lo\"e of justice, and of fulfillin r what they 0\\('(1 t) 01)1.1. .xor 
h()uld 
we C\\.erlouk the atlectin b lamentatiolli of others who ræugnizeù the peril.. (If their 
!'itnation in supreme power. King John of Arragou (Iyin
 nt Bart.'('lom\, at'ter 
rt'<'ei \'ing nil the !oIacrnnlPnt
 and Iwaring t he Pa.

ion and the "t'\.ell p
alm:-J J"(.mairwd 
!'ih.nt, nnd being eold they thou
ht him dp:ul, but 1-'udlJenly c'p(.ning his e)'l.
, he 
eril'<l out, "0 the vain thou rht"i of mc..'u ! 0 th ' mi, .ry of tl1<' 'who .k prince- 
doms, and a1fect rich ulld }umors! 0 happy the poor, and their 
ure aJl(1 
Lle:"S{'() life, \\ ho rat their. Lre-clù in the "\\
'3t of their 13<'\''', anll who lin- with 
the labor of tllPir 11:11111s! Foa' what hath a kingdom, \\ lIa. have honors 
and the re.. pee I of mallY prufitl'(J \\ retch('(1 me? \\l.a have 60 m:my 
lahor's and 
uch dangl>r.t of lx)lIJ nnd Foul? 0 \\ r-etchcd mall," 1.0 hast 
lcar'n
 1"0 late the dC<.'(.it of the \\urM, ami who would certaiuly ha,'e li\"('(1 a h(.t- 
h'r life if, ill!'lt'ad of 1)('in
 ß 
inJr. hp had l)('('n a poor eulti\"ato.' of tIll' groUlu1." 
Hi., hrother ..\lfoll:">O dying at Xaples, hall expI'('s:O-l'tl himself 1Il'3l'h' in tile --ume 
wonls. t 
TIll' OI}P hou,e of the 
ignori ùelht. Sf'1l1a can 
how a !'u
..ion of six prinN'S 
W}IO all (>vinN'(J hy t!lPi.. dl.
J:, ßIl a1>.. .uce of ambition. 'Vito
.., that grcat AI- 
l)('rt, ele<>u'(l aft
r the downfall of thl' tymllt E<'Celillo, duke of \'9'erona, b)' the 
"..hole people, "in IlOllor of God and of hi
 hh,:-\:,('(I mother and aU the bõlint5, and 
for the welfare of the city," as the original il1
trullJt:ut stat
, who governed with 


· JamhUcb. de Pytùagoric. Vlt!
. f'ßp. 7. 
t Hugo S. Viet. de Claustro \.nim:e. Lih. II. c. 12. 
t Lucii 111uiuæi ::;icu]f de IkLu8 lllPalIia:, Lib. XVIIL 
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such humility and mer(')", adorn('{] the cit
" with!'O() lIl
lI1Y magnificent and I'eligiou'i- 
mOllUlIlenb, cheen'd amI refreshcd the long-oppr('
scd people with so lllallY plcll- 
did fe
tivities, and dieù so lamented, that all the citizen:) "'puntaneou
ly clothed 
themselves in ulack. and buffered tlwir beards to grow during the spare of a who
e 
year; who, aftcr go,"(>rning the 
tate twenty-three )'ear8 with the utmo!;t glory, 
charged his son
 on his ùeath-ued to bury him without an {'pitaph in the church 
of b(. l\Iary the ancient. "Titness again hi:, ,",on amI .;Ul'cessor, Bartholomco, or 
.ùl0st benignant anù pacific disposition, the friend rather of the people than of 
the nobility, devoted to religion, visiting the churclu:..., a:cisting daily at ma
, so 
charitable that the poor in crowds used to await his rising from table, when all 
that remaineù on it u:-,ed to be di!;tributed among them, and who, after hi'i 
truly Christian life and a short reign, commanded at his death, that he 
llOuld 
have the funeral of a private man; which orders were oheyed, when all the pOOl' 
"f the city followed, weeping and lamenting the l(,
s of their father; to whom 
succeeded his hrothel', A lboino, another meek, pacific man, 80 thai his youn
t 
hrother, Can France!;('o, was associated \\ ith him in the government, for the con- 
duct of military operations, who was afterwards known as Can Grande, \\ horn 
Dante praised as the great Lombard who received him in hil' exile, who aboevinceJ 
a noble preference of ,'irtue to ambition, for having promised Alboino, on his 
(leath-bed, that his sons should suc<...-eed, as he himselfwanteJ legitimate male is- 
r-:Uf', immediately on his brother's death, a

umed Albert, the eldest of his nephews, 
as hi
 associate ill the government, whieh act of fidelity endeared him to the peo- 
ple, who knew how he loved hi
 own sons. This Albert showed hirll:,c1f equally 
remote from ordinary ambition, for on the death of his uncle Can GralHle, he 
might have succeeded alone to the supreme power', since at the la.;;t ratification or 
their government at )Iilan, befi)re the Emperor Lewis of Ba,'aria, there had heen 
added an expre
s clau:o:e. that when one of the ruling princes die(l without a sun, 
the othu !;hould succee(! him without an a,,"ociate. Xe,'erthele:-;:o" 11<' chose tl) fol- 
low the cust0m of his ancestors, and accordingly a
5umed )Iastino, hi... younger 
hrother, for his colleague in the government, to whom he SOOIl ga\'c up the whole- 
power, retaining nothing for him
('1f but the ,'eneration and lon
 of the people; 
awl \\"Ilen )[astino died, he Pau:o:ed his own f'on, the second Can Grande, to be 
pl'Oclaimed, who on hi
 fathcr's dt.'ath, which followed shortly after, furnished the 
]a:<t proof of the \'ir-tne whi..h had distinguished his famil)', by rpfllsill'! to take 
nnything from the people, hut what hi" father had left him; with whom pcr-- 
j
hed all the greatnEss of that bOIl..;e, which tllenCf'
)rth furni
hed only memorable 
{'xamples to mankind of di\"inp ju
ti(,l' ill a\"(,IIg-ing a hrother':", Ultm:ler.* 
Let it not be for-gotten that during the midllle age:; both owing to the gen- 
e!"al prevalí'nce of Catlwlic manners, 
illd ah,o to the pf'euliar org-anization of 
society, it wac; often the mo
t ju..;t, the most religious men, who attained to the 


* Torelli SaraYllæ Hist. (.t Gesl a Yeronens:um, Lib. II. ThcSRIlJ". .\111 iq. Ital. Ix.. 



6
 


\l U I { E ::) c.: AI' II () I I I ( I I: (, J
, 


cilipf powpr in thp gO\'f'rnmput or human afT:lir:o', amI to thr I)O
" ....ion of th 
grt'a.tt...t intlUt>uL"C in tilt'diu't.tiun 01 :,t:Ht.
. \\"hat lUo(h.
t). in \1I<<]r('.l ('ou- 
un'lm, who "olild 1I0t at't..'q)t tilt' tli,rnil)" of dog(' of Y('nict', until thrf'atcucd \\ith 
t'xi1t. ifhe I"t.fll..ptl"! \\"hat ju
ti<.."C iu the dogc 
[i('hael 
[auroccnu-;, who \\'oul.1 
ha\'c pllt hi:, 0\\ Î1 
on to tI..ath in pri..;oll, if not prevented hy the 
 nator
, 
fc)r ha\'illg ..t'tlnet'tl a lit I hdrayed a ,'irgiu?* 
To 
II()W the gr:llult'lIr UIH] immortal glory of tilt' '9"t'nptial1 repuhlil', 
\rPtino 
(lc('l1It>J it t'nou
h to uam ' one alone of ht'I' dnkt'''', Francis Fo.......aro, a lUau who for 
prntlcn<>e, jll..ti<'\:', huruanit)., antI \\ i:-llom, nlight he f('.'rlt.
I)' oppo...('(1 to all an- 
ti(l'iity.t '\Yhat piety, inuocruce, amljn...tiet" mark('(] tilt'" hole life of U ,taviannq 
Fulgo..in"', commandt'r of (;PUO:l, \\ IU::lluitl..t violent ci\.il t1i.....('n
inns, \Va..; dt',ar 
tu men uf u.ll partit's, antI who, afh'r n.
iglling hi:o. authority, J;a\"c hilll..(.lf \\'hol1y 
to religion, he('omilJlr bO \"cn(,l'ahlC' that tIlt' holy \"ercign pontiff... curre
pondecl 
with him.! _\g:un, what )('gi
lati\"c and political wi
Iom and ju...tice, in <,,'ery 
p.tb"C of tl.e 01(1 C:::pani..h ('hroniclt..., l"('{'or<Iing the th't'tl:-; amI co.n\'c
:ltion of tlu'ir 
kings! Rl':IlI the tli:-'Cour:,f" on tIlt.' dt'.HIt of A)fOlI'-l) the '[agnanimou
, 
t',"t'n- 
kocnth kin,. of .\rragon, to Gahri('1 of ' rrentulJl: his familiar fri('I)(), or that 
which he add . "ie<l to hi:o' son Ft'rc.linalltl, "hen the latter W.l:' going abrain
t the 
Florentilh.:::-, in which he !Slid, "Tllt'n only \\ ill military arr
 profit you, wllt'n 
you N'1l(I,'r (;0<<1 propitiou>; to YOII hy piet.'" :11)(1 tlt'f.(I
 of jll..ti('('. ,.
 
,rhat an t..,ample of tl'e sUllt. ju:oòtic(' on a thronc, in that 
Iarqllis 
\dell)('rt of 
Lu<'í'3, who dit.'tl in 917, on who ' tomh, contain in.." al:,o his \\ ife Berta, in the 
caÙH

lral of Lucca, you may read th · \"er&.
 in nn{'ìentcharacters: 


II lIie populi leges. sui, suh mole sepulchri, 
ßIC Ju
. paxque jl\cet, hie p ,triæ Ruxilium 
Hie cub ,t 1\1:1. ,,
utum, (hl..r, 1'lI'rirn que repostæ ; 
Hic ocul.., credo hie pictl,", \ idu:e, 
Pes chmdi. ve..ti
 nlldi. solarnen c
eni, 
:r, ut'll'r Adulbertus Dux pius alque bonus. 
Qllftm f..rti fllerit. IJII\CruDt ultiwB Ti/æ; 
Qu., bflllitate f..it. dicere lingua nequiL 
In o;"xto .t,'cimn S"ptembre Dotantc Ca]('ndaa 
Hic posnit membra" funcreo gemitll. 
Qub'que Ie ri
 tumulum, eulparum flida stJarum 
Atlle Deum recfta. iu precihusque juva. I 


The tomb of 'Vinrich ,"on Kniprod(' at 
raril'nhurg, npon which an armed 
knight is sculptured. is Ilf'arly con:o;um('(1 hy tiult', so as hardly to exhibit any letters 
that fil"e legihle to imIi<'3te hi.. name, "hilt, " :1(1<1... '
oi!!t. "his virtut!S have raiserl 
him an im
ri
h:lhle monnment in the memor
' of nlt.n, for hi
 lIame <'311 I!evpr 
'>>e fOJ'gotten. ao; long ao.; men :o;hall r('tain any rc\'cl'plt('p f
)r what is great amI 


· ItI\1ia 
f\('rn. V. 1166. t Dc præstsnt. virprnm ui revl. 

 t:'bt-rti Fnlit'!:.C chrnrum Li!!urum E]..
in. .\nliq. Itutire. Tom. I. 

 Lueil 
[I\rinæi 
kuli tit. lh.h. I1i
rlllli.l' T.ih, XI. I It..]ia 
I\p.rft. I. 802. 
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noble. \rlth the piety oÎ a monk, he joined the \1"i
t1l)m 01 a legislator 
and the courage of a hcroic warrior. Xù one ever wielded tLp 

eptre awl rile 

word with such advantage to hi:-; (.ountry." "::;el<lom," say:,; John von )rül1
r; 
"do we find in hi:o'tory dH' renown of the Lest of men a..::-;ociated along with that of 
Leing the most important amI influential. In ,rinrich we have Loth.". Rut 
though such examples, throughout the whole course of history are rare, tlH'). 
werc :o'ufficiently numerous during the middle ages, as to renùer them unlike all 
other t:'pochs in the annals ofmankin<l. 
To natiou:o; pre
erving the traditions and manners of faith, the Catholic church 
Illight h
l\"e truly applied the words of 
Iinel\.a in Æ..;chylus, anù have prp<lict
1 
to them that wond.'ous and bupernatural :o'tate oftellporal felicity, whidl con:o-istt.(l 
not in the pos"essioll of a constitution more worthy of renown than that of Sparta, 
110[ in an exemption from the disorders and pUlli
hment consequent upon sin, but 
in the establishment allli permanence of institutions admiraLly clc;;igned tu .sati
(r 
the wants and to diminish the SUffèrillgs of humanity. "Doing this," she might 
have said, "you will have a state such as no other race of men possesses." 


OVl" tv 
lCvfjvólv, ovu IIiJ.o1CO) fy rÒ1COl) t 


Let us, however, consider this national justice in detail. The political morals 
of the middle ages were not 
Iachiavellian. Dante represents fraud as more 
Itateful to Go(l than force. The Anglo-Gallican system of Iwn-intervention 
,,"onh1 have been deemed more udious than an open violence however unjust. 
Philip of 
Iace(lon, it was said, could deceivp and captivate the prudence of the 
Phocian
, the magnanimity of the TheLau:-;, the manly virtue of the Lacedæ- 
I1l ll nians, the wi
dom of Athens; thi:; was an aLility which would have won no 
honor in the heroic ages of our histOl')'. 
The political science of the middle ages did not indicate a contempt for all 
sacred ohligatiuns. Y' arro, whom the ancients called a liberal, and whom Cicero 
styied a man most acute, et sine ulla dubitatione c..1octis...imus, in hi5 books treated 
fir5t on human 31H1 aftel'wards on divine things, for which he a..;signed this reason, 
that cities existed befcJre their i":o'titution
, su that divine things were institut
l 
Ly men; as a painte'. existed before the pictnre, all(1 the builder hefore the hOll:o'e, 

o did cities Lefore their institutions. That the aL
l1rdity of such an opinion was 

ufficiently clear to men in the midJle ages, may be witnes....ed in the fir
t chapter of 
the constitution, fmmed at Genoa, on the re!'toration of its liberty, Ly Andrew 
})tH'ia, which begllls by 
etting lorth that the future grandeur 3nd happiness of the 
republic will depend upon the degree of reverence which it evinces for the 
Christian religion, and then charges 111 consequence all rulers and per:;c-us ic 
authority to protect the clergy aml the property uf the monastic orùers fur the 
honor and security of the whole statt>.! .John, King of Ármgon, 53.i(1 at his de.1.th 


* Voigt. Ge
daichle Prt:llS.Scul:!, V. t EumenÏlI. 71rJ. 
 Thesaurus Anliq. HaIre, Tom. I. 
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to hi'i 6011 ,Fc.'nlin:l,,1 \\"ho wa.... to succeed him. "FOl' the love of me, I ask awl 
implore JOll that YJU win always prefcr divine to hUIll:1lJ thiug:o.. Let nuthing ht' 
cn'" dc..arcr to )'oll thnn the wor
ltip of G(xl, nothing highpr in your e
'es than 
virtut', alltl do nothin ,. \\ ithout the eoun:o-{.I ufju..t IIIl'n."* There was then no killg- 
<llIfU or n'public (If which GlH.l wa., nut considered the :o,uprewe nllpr. IJein:o-iu:" 
tholl
.ðl a (Ii .i I'll' of th . m0l1ern 
'h(Jol, amI one \\ ho admits that the pmt'pr of no rc- 
pubhc or lill
lom i:, 
uffi('iently great, unh:o-:-- there he a grt'att'r :ll1thorit), by 
which it Illa)" '4:1nd amI full, !'oa)"s that Plato WUi \\i:'C ill }>l'OnotUll"ing a king to be 
a human god in po1itiæl Nlat i on:,. t It \\1Cj one ufthe col1n
ls of Fcnc10n to the 
Duke of Burgundy, in his plan for th,. goverl1IJU'lit of Fram'e, to heware of the 
(''\.orhitant opinion of the rtlrlianwnt:lri3n
 i and 
o little import:U1Cf'do('s 'Iii. 
tOll 
'('m to altac.h to thoSt, l)ro\'i
ion
 whieh are now thOlwht so
:-. 'utial to every 
free and Impp)' :,t.ate, that he Fl.'COmmellll., an unchanging admini.,tration. "AI. 
ù.ough," he 83)='," it ma) am strange at first hearing by rl'a.-"'Ün that meu's1llim)., 
are pcJ-' o...(X1 with the notion of su ..i,'e parliamcnt:;, I atnrm that the grand or 
general council, being \\ell dH H, ðllOu1c.l ht' peq)('tual."t To th
 humhl... alHl 
uupn.teruliug :-.tate:O:U1l'11 of the lui<1IUt' a{;...:" t;Ul'h an afijrmation would 110t have 
l:)CCll}ed to argue greater wi:-dom than hi'\ ir1\"'l.>ctiv"
 a\Tail1:o.t king:--. 
" There shonld be a su
..ioQ uf magistrates," baYs lìiles of Colonna, in...trud- 
iug Phi1lipp{'-le-R...1, II ancl pla<l.>':; of ..lignity 
hould not be alwa)"s left with the 
Fame pc.'rsOlJs. Both in ordt'r that till' ju..tice of man)" citi1l'1l:-<, which can ouly be 
triet1 hy placing tlll'1l1 in ufficial 
itU:ltion
, may he pro\"l-'(I, that that idl'3 of rc:,pol1- 
sibilityand of returning to pri\ ate life Jua) pre\gent persons in po\t'er from abusing 
it, and al:)o that no one he ùcsp....C11 from being alwayq exc1mh'(l, amI so ùi
contcutl'tl 
and hostile to the gO\9Crnmcllt." 
till we mn
t distingui
h here: the moc.){'rn 
!'ocictit':-\ reckon puhliC' meu among uH>ir 1)t'4 
upport{.rs. Puhlic uflàirs engro..;:i 
much of their time; hut th ' Catholics of the middle .11;" were like the primith'e 
Christinns, of whon1 Tertullian hears thi:o, t,' tilllony: " Kobis nulla res magis 
aliena qnam publica."9 It. w
 not: therefore, "ith the Catholic mnnaJ"('hip
 of 
Europe as \\ ith the Grt'('k
 at the hr ..Jking out pf the I)elopolJlH'
ian war, when 
Thueydidc.s 
ays, "everyone supposed that the grc
ltcst oL:-,taclc to the FU('CC:O:S (If 
public atlåirs would be his own aL' 'nee from them."11 Let then., howevcr, be 
no mistake here. The Catholic religion in
pirL'll noble ::,entiments of p{'r:-onal 
freedom, and cr('atcJ Ft3t
 that WCrE 
dmimhly d('
igned for f'l'('uring it to the 

;ul
C('t...; of an hereditary 
o"('reign. "
f au)" oue," 
y tlH> laws of tl.(' Y'i:-.igoth:o', 
"s1&ou1<1 permit him!"t.l{ to be f'ohl, in ordl.r afterw:\l"lls to tahc advantagc, mul de. 
ceive the pur('ha:o:pr, l('t him. not be 11('31"(1, hut he must remain in tlJe scr:itude 
whil'h he ha
 ('ho="eu-quouiam uon {..t dig-nus lit lihersit qui f-e volcns subdidit 
Io-Crvituti. "
 The poJiti(
1 maxim of 
l)e midl1Je ages wao; that of . Eschylus. 
"pmifc r;ot :lUarch
' or h'ranny." 


· Lucii 
lnrinæi SicuJi de reb. IIispllniæ, L,,",. XYIII. t Orat, ÀrvII. 
: .\ really and easy way to establish a free commOn\\ calth, p. ()02. 
 .\polog 88. 
I Lih. II. 8. · Le
ig Wisi!!lIlh"rum. Lih. 'T. tit. IV. 10. 
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l'v11Ír avap"roy ßioy. 
J.L1JrE ðEC51Corov J.LEYOY 
alYÉc5yS. .. 


These governments did not indeed 
eek to persuade men that they were truly fh>e; 
uecal1se they had written on a piece of paper the word Liberty, and posted it up at 
all corner!". Liherty, in the sen"ë of ages of faith, was not a placard in a street. It 
was a li\-ing power, the protection of the dome:-,tic hearth, the guarantee of social 
institution
, amI of individual habits. But, on the other hand, there was no at- 
tempt to repre
ent the justice and Chri:.:tianity of a people, as depending on the 
form of their government, or the merit of their politic:.ll sy:;tem; there was no an- 
archy or confusion of degree. Domination, which enters of nE'CPS!'ity into every 
form of efficient rule, was not considered despoti
m; for, as Plato !'ay:-:, "lie who 
}13
 the power to govern, if any good is to come from him, must not a
k the con- 
!'ent of those who are to be governed."t The words of St. Anselm, hoth in a 
l)olitical and moral point of view, were received as truth, when he said, " Po
se Pe- 
care non est libertas j nee et pars libertatis." "I leave JOu fræas to both men," 
F:aid 
Iarinus the hermit, in his last words to the citizens of the mountain repuh- 
lie hearing his name, of which, after flying from Dalmatia, during the per:o:pcu- 
tion of Dioc1etian, he became the founder and legislator.! This wa:-; the idea of 
freedom nouri
hed, and often realized in Catholic state
. The Cathol'ic spirit in 
general tended to ennohle infinitdy the political character of man; for as St. _\u- 
gustin say:-" "pride tend:-; to degrade aIJ<lllllIuiliate man hy ..ubjecting him to an 
equal, but pious humility makes him suhject to a superior; for there is nothing 
superior to God, and therefore humility exalts lUall which subjects him to God."
 
Such were the Catholic notions of independence; hut the Illodern progress was 
then unknown, according to which, at first God anù ju!"tice are taken from the 
minds of men, and thf>n the legitimate prince is taken from the state, to make 
room for an odious and ignoble ùespotism, for wickednes.... never CeD."'CS where it he- 
gins, but a
 Pythagoras said, it is infinite, always encroaching and gliding on. 
How much did the Catholic doctrine amI the <1octrinf> of the reformers ùiffer? th
 
former taught men to honor the king, to obey governors. 
" As against the person of the prince." say the law5 of the 'Tisigoths, we forbid 
an)" one to practise violence, so do we prohibit an)' one to place on him a hrand 
of crime, or to apply to him words cfmalediction; for the aurhority of the 
acred 
Scriptnre commands lh to receive no opprobrious charge again:,;t our neighbor, 
and therefore, he who calumniates or speaks evil of the prince, is guilt)y ; so that, 
whoever accu:ões or calumniates the prince, in
tead of providing measures for 
having him humhly and secretly admonished of his life, and who shall presume, 
pl"Oudlr and contumaciousl r, to insult his name, whether he be noble, priest, or 
Jaic. shall. on conviction, forfeit the half of his goods."1J 


· Eumenid t De Repub. VI. 

 DeCiv. Del. Lib. XIV, 13 


t I ta1ia. Sacn. tom. II 884 
I Legis Wisigothorum. Ub. II. XII 
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"Xot to \\i:-:h to obt'
' kin(
 or law8," ..ay:'\ Gi1
,.. of Colonna, ui
, aC'<'ording to 
ancient l)hilo:o.oph
ls, Bml daet-aying of Homcr, to be ralilcr bca:,
 than mCII, 
rathcr :-.Ian':o, than frct'." 
udl \\t're the \\onI.; of bdi
\.er
 in the middle age
, 
amI !"c) tI('('ply t1hI th('y takt> root, that tht: 
('ntillll'nt of lo
'ahy lx-l'Üme ullin'r
l, 
anti as...ociatl'tI in thc miml"5 of the pt'oplc willi e\"cry thing gem'rous uncI manly. 
,. fo be con\"idl.'tl of rchellion agaiIl')t my prince," 
ys Ta:--...o, "\\oulJ Lave in- 
\"01\"(.'(1 me in a btate of exile, not alone frum Ferrara O!' Xaple:" but from the \\hole 
\\orl(1. Exdlldl...l I :-hould be from all frieuù..Lip, au(I con\'ersation, amI know 1- 
('tlg
', and comfort, from all grace, and in ev('ry pla('P ami time Pf}1I:.l1l)' 
,'ornoo 

uHI awminatt'tl : whieh puni..Iun('nt i.. !-o grit'\'ous, that if it \\ ere without hope, 
, 
death, heyolHl all doubt, \\oulel not appt'
lI' much greah'r; HmI, p
'rC'han<'e, lo a 
lUaIl Lr:n'e and m
lg11animou:-;, such 3.:) I recogniz. m)':..clf not to he it \\ mild be 
l"h-t'ml....t a much minor one."* Thb was ill conformity \\ iLL the "cntiment.; and 
manners of ju..t men in all forme.' tim('
. 
"'ucratl's .'(,lllintlt...1 hi:-; fri('I1tI, who l'ntreatl'cl him to fly from pri!-on, and so 
E''''r:ape thc nnju..t Iwr:-Òl't'ution.; of the gO\'f'ruml'nt of his country, that wlll'rcyer 
II
 ,\t
l1t, if to :m hun()r3Ll
 l)('ople he would be rcgardt:\1 "ith just su
pjC'iClu aUlI 
an'r
lOn. If he wpre to :- ,k an 3c.;)'1i11ll at Tlu.l)( 
 or at \Iegam, whi{'h are 
virtuou'" ..tate..:, he \\ malt! appt.ar there ni an ('IWIIlY. As many .1" take an inten....t 
in tl1' wt'lf:lre of thl'i.' CoulitrYIJI(,1I \\olllcilook "pon him a
 a d":o-tro
"cr of the 
law- of hi" own country, and on' who
#' l
ap" ant! flight ju
tified the chal'g('s 
that ha.. 1)f'en hrought against him, of hi:; bt>ing a cOlTuprcr (Jf youth, for they 
\HmI(1 argue that whoe\'f'r c1()
 his bt..:::t to c1t :o-troy the law!" L}' endt'ayorillg to 
pre\"f'ut tht'ir pXl'Cutiou, mn:;t lJ(.(.p.......aril
. he a C'orruptcr of tlw young and of the 
un \\"1:-('. If Ill' were to fl
' to a countl')' of \\ iC'ked IUl'n, and of evil government, 
what advantage wouM he clcri\'e from life?t 
It wa:, the saIll(, ill the time of "1. \mbro
. 'Vitn
 tbe word
 oflhc huly hi:-h- 
op to tllO..;e who pn'parf'Ò to fly on the inva..ion of the Barharians. "Lt..t us sup- 
IUN'," he :o'a)':" "that you havc f'OUra!;e to t'ndllr(' tIll' injuri('" of tile jonrllf'Y. TdJ 
me what libert,. oflifì, 
'()u will 1)t, ahle to cnjoy amollg foreigll
r:-, "hen the 
moment you begin to 
pt'ak it will be oLjl'Cted to 
'ou. '''''heuce comes thi:, E'xiJe? 
"l1l'nce is this fugitive? lIe wi
h<", to r'ppn,..-g our state a... he Ita!' illjurt'(l his 
0\\ n!' Tm
1 IJIt', you arE> ahout to hf'ar in fur('i
n hmd:, the 
ame Jan
lIagc whidl 
)'OU ha,"e often u')('tl to otht.,I''' in yoal" own."
 I am not ignoraut of the union of 
nation:-, which Chri:'\tianity gradually dlcct('(I, nor of the heroic ancI maganimous 
deed'i of Illl'N'Y which were its fruit. :Still it i" curious to contrast this rt.a...oning 
"ith the langnage of the 
ophi
t:-; of OUl' time, who rf'gar(1 all persons exiled, 
though fOl' the greatest outr:it"
 3gain
t thf' institution
 of their country, 3.') men 
to be receÌ\'ed with open arm
J with triumph, and public applau-,e, amI who con- 


· Dlscon.o øopra vari nccidenti .deUa sua vita øcrltto a Sclpion Gonzaga. 
t 
. Amhros. 
erm. LXXXY. 


t Plat. Crito. 
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siùer 
uch a reception to he the greatest proof of a n
tion's ad,yance in civili- 
zation. TI... the agclIt:; uf the religiuus revulmioll of thc sixLecuth century mu
t 
the fir:,t avowal of such 
entiments be traced. ..\lthough it may not shame their 
de:,eelHlam.-; to read a lee. ure of their recordc(l offclll"(,
, we finJ among:--t them out> 
heinous article containing the lawless depo
ing of a king, amI cracking the t;trong 
warrant of an oath, marke(l with a blot, damneJ in the hook of heaven. TIH'
' 
taught the people to oppre:--:" ifit h:HI been oppres
f'd, and to invaùe the repuhlic in 
whi{'h it had !-\ervell. So that at length, to be convicte<l of rebellion agaill
t a 
prill('e became a pas:-;port, whid. cntit 1((1. the bearer to IJe received with the h{Jnor
 
dUl' tu ju:--t men in every natiun, in whieh the lllo<.1ern phi!o:;upher eould boast of di:--- 
ciples. In thi:3 re:,peet, indeed, the first founders of tl
e 
dlOolleft littl{' for tho
.. 
who eame after them to bring tù perfection. 
"Princes," says Calvin, "deprive themselves of all power whcn they oppo
(' 
God: (hy which he mea nt the new doctrine:; ;) and it is better ill 
uch c
cs to 
spit in their faces than to obey them,"which irreverence )"et he ne\ger learned 
from the example of any apostle. ,rhen the boors of Germany ro
e ill rebellion, 
Luther wrote to censure them, hut in such a manncr ao.; to inflame them more than 
e'"cr. 
"I
lluw, Lord..;," 
ays he to the German prince:" "that God has so ordained, 
that they neither can, nor ought, to be subject to you." ICnox would wish there 
were public rewards appointed for sueh a.;sassins and murderers of tyrant!", which 
there are for such as kill wolves. * In a degree of greater or le
s f
matici:;m, the 
same spirit has distinguished the morality of their descendants to our lime, for 
without appealing to thp. avowed doctrine of Sismondi, a later chief, their recent 
trophie:;, won with the tears and blood of Catholic nations, sufficiently demon- 
strate that they \Vouillnot have esteemed Tiberius Gracchus to have been happier 
than his son, the former having studied to preserve the republic, the latter to over- 
throw it; anll, perhaps, it woulJ not be difficult, from marking the cour5P 
anJ i
"'ue of their measures, to throw some light upon that pas5age in which Plato 
affirms, that the llnju:"t man is more pro!"perous, more powerful, more liberal, and 
more cOllllllan(lillg than the jll:'t-rvrw; iÕXVpÓTEpOY Raì É\Ev8EpzillrEpov Kaì 
Ô ' ' ô ' Ô ,. \ , - , t 
EÕ710TlA"úJuPOY a lA"la lRalOÕVJI'1J
 EÕTLJ', lRaJl'úJ; YlYVOJ1EV'l' 
I make no mention of some modern principles of political economy, which 
strike at the roots of the morality of the Catholic state, because in the judgment 
of all just men tI.{')" should be p
lt down, as Cicero says, not by any philo:,opher, 
but by a censor: "non est enim vitium in oratione solum, sed etiam in moribl1
." 
In general, we may remark, that in the inferior authors a!" well as actor..; of the 
middle and early ages, the foundation is always sound and incontrovertible, 
though they sometimes raise upon it, according to their faney or habits, strm.turE'S 
which seem at least to us wild and extravagant. "ith the modern
, on the con. 


* Jerusalem and Babel. 


t Dc Repub. Lib. I. 
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tr-ar
', it is the f01ll)(1ation w}li(.h is ulI
olll)(I3I)(l ul1h'nable, thoulrh by th(' foTt'e of 
lIatur<>, ami the art of a 
pt'l'lOUS (,'ivili7.atioll, tlw)" ilia)" be uLlc to 10rm 
J:-h'm!i 
that }1a'.c a bcmblancc of propriety and worth. But leavin b the ubj(-'d of ll'gi - 
htin' 31)(1 politi "II jll
t i('(', ,,(' are toM to look arouud us in the mod<"I'n b(K'Îdy, amI 
to oh.' 'r\'C what a pmgn
 gt'lwr:J.l moralit)' has 1II:1(ll', ami hO\\ ft,\\" 1Ul'1I (':111 be 
t
,uncl who, in their n
I)t'(.ti\"e ...tatiol1:-, an-' not worthy 81)(1 honorablt". I hdi('\"e 
it m.'l
. m bO--lmthiug i'i more prohahlc: "nj
i cnim ex comparatione 
virtlltlllu/' h
 
t. .Jt'rU\lle sl
':-', "\"itiurn non u:-tcnditur :"* hilt out ()f the pale 
of Catholi('i"l11 "c lla,.c ollly n:ttm-al vil1ncd, or l'I!ooC un l'xagb"t'mlt't1 tUl(l irn'gll}ar 
imitatiou uf higher -the "'pirit of tttC' c1l1til's l'
l'I'('i:-.("(1 hy tho cOllfrnterl1itie:o. of 
the mid<)}c llge ()I'iug al.
)lutcly ulIl,..nown; 
o t}lat, :althOlwh flu' C'ntholic .lis- 
('iplin,', in thc l'
tiU1.Jtiull of the modcnl-t, \\ 1m are :-.aid to \llldel
talUl Illorality "'0 
,\ell, W:'d illi1wml 8rul ('on
trdim'(l, the dll1l"ch continue'. to !-iug the \,onls ()f 
J 
lvi(J, "narran'l"llllt wi hi iuiqui fabul:.lti()np
, :-i\ (t non lit lex tua." T}J(' }'I'f>neh 

oplli:'"ts uf our time may daim C'aJlid('s :1... h:n'ill
 ht'l.'l1 of tlll.ir part v, for in 

I)(,'akiug to Socrate on one oc.,,(':J
iun, hl' adupt..; all their favorite opinion:'", unci 
(','pn u" 
 their n.ry word
" "Hnw f:lcetinu-i ).0\1 are." he ' y
, "u 
(,wmtu5, tn 
('.111 :--tupi(1 IlI('n tt'mperat<'. I :tfTIrm be)Jelly, that whoen'r kno\\:-I how to Ih-e 
\\('11 ought to gi\"c the rein to hi... c1('
ires, ßlul not to ('lIrL th('lII, :.tIuJ to gin
 tllt'm 
what{'\'('r tlU')' <Ie.manel; and it i hl'(':.lII:-C mall)' ani unahle to (10 this that they 
('alumlliatp tho...e "ho a ,t dIU"', nnd ('<.ill them illtelllperat P ; and time; they f>n...la,"e 
1IlE'1l of the b..
t llatUrN, 8IUI prni:--e t 'mper311(,(, III)() ju:-ti('(', thl"OlIJ!h th{'ir 0\\ 11 
\\:.lllt of rnanlin ",... But, 0 &o('rat<.
, the truth i
, that IU>.\IJ')", ill tt'11lIwr:mce, 
all() liherty, Whl'lI thpl'e are means, give ()()\\cr :.lIul happilll

 an(1 the
 
pl:cious 
iIlYt.ution..., contrary to naturt", 8re the raving::J of the great t men, only to he de- 
:--pi
t.J."t 
I 11 all tIll' miuute details oflife one can perceive the same rontra
t. ThE'rol1oqnipl 
lall
ua
e of tht, I)(-'ople in CatholiC' ('()untri
, \\as lIot gro:--s lilic dlat of 
J.:lke- 

p
'arc'Þ U)iberal ...hephf'rtl:'","t a.. local historif-' ntH} the details of popular 
f -ti\'ities ill the middle ngl'
 (',au hear \\ itness. nuring the c'"(tra\.ag:ant feast of 
tll(' J
(mp-\"ert "hiell w <'\:lebrated e\yery year hy the pe..1S:lnts of J ulUieg(>8, it W38 
..'>.pr('=-,
l)y t.'lIa('t('(1 that at tilt-' 
tlPIH'r if auy one 
hou1cl uttE'r an imm()<l
st word 
lit., wa..: to pay a finp.
 The law" of the Visigoths werE' :'"0 ('ontrar
' to the 
modern ideas of a pru(tt.'nt police, that accordin lP to them all \\ hQ furni...hcd 
Inf><clll!'o to tranc:gress the law ûf God wcre to Le punic;.lu
(1 with three hundred 
1a..1l('
, aud then to he oonished from the ('ifY.' C:;ueh 8 nwa...UI'c" ould not he 
ill }Iarmon\' with the state of 1Il0001t.'rn f'oc.'il,t \' where after all the u!-(.flll knowl- 
.. , , 
edge furni:--hed, men who "take Jife'
 rule from pU' ions, (,r-.1ved for p3.

ion's 

ke," are more intemperate in their blood than thO::Je pampered animals that rage 


.. Horn. I
ih. I. com. In 9 )fatt. t Plato Gorgias. 

 D
17ha)'e
' I1ist. de rAhhs)c de Jumit.'gu
, 261. 
I Lcgls WisiguthoruUl, Lib. III. tit. IV. 3. 
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in :--avnge sensuality! St. Clemen:-i 
\lt'xall<h-inuH !'opeaks of persons enslav(>() by 
pleasure, wi:-:hing to disbelieve, who 1allgh at tmths worthy of all veneration, and 
introduce harhari
m into edu('ation.* 
)[ight not one Htlppo!-òe on rt'
l(li\)g the..;e wonls that the Christian father, with 
pl"Ophetic e)'e, had seen the di
ciples of the mo<1prn s('hool who, a.., travellprs, 
artists, "'pt'cu1ato.'s and liberatm'!-ò, al'e now circulating like a !-('crt't and mortal 
venom through all the vein
 of the politieal Etate of Europe? under whose 
('lll':ooed trea(l e\'ery thing innocpnt and holy withel'
 !--every thing \,ile and 
<leadl)' 
prings up as if ca]]pd into heing hy a magician's wand, wherever they 
rei't? The stones of the fan<.'Ìuary are di:-:persed j the corruption of citif's 
opt'ns its tent in the desert. 0 bitter and humiliating reflection, to think that 
we 
hould have lived to see a swarm like thi.. taking possession of those Catholic 
heroic states which had resiste<l and l"f'jt'f'tetl !-òo long the prolific seeds. To think 
that snch a mcp, legitimate ofl;'pring of the rpform preachers by whom they are 
strengthened in their own esteem, ..honld now be :1rme(l by authority, and sent a'i 
to a banquet to fight again:-:t the churches, gulled and ;;;purred on by the n:-:Ilrers of 
the two cities which thrivp by the blood of all the truly great and all the innocent, 
careless how many wretches die, provided theil' speculations may not fail! But!o:o 
it is, and the just reduced to silence are only looking around in vain for another 
The
eus to deliver humanity f!"Om crt'atures like the centaurs of old, that f':Pf'm 
half man and half beast! One point at all events is fixed under all phases of the 
mlUlern cÏ\'ilization, fin' it forms disciples of whom we may affirm with truth, that 
they are men of no angelic feeling. Theil' standard is :l\
owedly sensual, only a 
modified naturalism. l\Iany of their cla..;
ic productions are even ohnoxious to the 
censure pa

ed by Cicpro upon tho:-:e philo,;:,ophers who 
peak of limiting concupis- 
scence, "An pote!"t C'upidita:-: finiri ?" he indignantly demand
. "Tollenda 
t 
atque extmhenda radieitn!". Qllalis i
ta philo!"ophia est, qnæ non interitum ad fer- 
at pravitati, sell sit contenta mediocritate vitiorum ?"t \r e read of our Saviour, 
when he was in the wildel'ness that the devil left him, and behold, angels came 
and ministered to him. " A great change," observes a modern writer, "in a 
little time." 
Such is the case of every 80litary 
on1. A ffiiising mind will not "tand neuter a 
minute, but presently side with legion:-: of good or bad thoughts, and what is true 
in the case of an indivi(h131 mind, is no le!'
!'o with rpgarfl to society at large. 
The 
piritual combat so familiar !o the ag-e:o: of faith, has heen snpersedp(] in the 
imagination by a temporary calm, treadlt'ron:-: amI ominoll"; ilul('('(], hilt mo!-òt pro- 
found. The man who is now d<>:-:ignat(>(l as possessed of enlightened \"iew
 and of 
sound morality, when he contf'mplates himi'elf, like him of whom we read in the 
Gospel on returning home. findeth hi!" house 
wPpt and g-arni
hpd, for through 
neglect of conscience and attention to \'ain 
upel'flnons and ('xtl.in:-:ic thing-s, he 
sees nothing flpfeetive there. "Thile Luther was in his cloi:4el', he suffered inter- 


· Stromal. Liù. 1. c. 3. 
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lIal agitation and di\"PI"
e h'lI)pt..ltioJl--; whell he gave the rein to hi:o-. pa..'3,;ion-; and 
bl'c.'ame:1II :tpo:.tate, h
 felt tllt'lI) no lI}orf'. TIlt' Catholic philosophy tau
ht that 
there wer' dUIUe:;tic ellcmi"s which all (,lari
tiaJls Wt','e to re
i
t tind t) contcnd 
ngain...t ulIl"'õ.L...ingl).. III bl'l'a;:,t-; to whi{'h the an{'it.nt discipline is a 
tmnger, 
t h(..\! Ut'e unkllown. "I am 1I0t 
ufJ)I-i.
t..'(l." I"a)"..; H '..net," if1i\"il1g :.... tht.:- . 1I)e.'n 
lin' tllt'
 do not fl'('1 the eternal war ofcol
"npi
{'Cllce. 'Yht'll JOlt swim "ill. the 
:-.tn'am of 8 rin'I., lIotlliJlg is lI)orc.' gf'lltle, 1m 1 wl1l'n you turn a
ain..;t it yon will 
c.li::,COvpr the rapi(lity of its motion. ;:)() it is with tho
' who nt'\"('r tr.r to ri
t.' ahove 
nature, or to bPgil1 the int
l'ior life. Thc}" ft-'t.lnot tl1l' fl':-:istanc(' of cOlleupi
eeJl('t' ; 
t}I('J are borne alollg' with it, they J.>Toceecl at an (1'}ual pal ,ami tllt'n'fore its im. 
Iwtuo
ity i:-: impt'f('pptihlc.' to them." You ha,'e the same remark conveyed in the 
old ver:)CS of Glaber Rodolphu
: 


"Hoc bahet inff'Jix peccandl consuetudo, 
QUlld p]u," qui
 pec
t, minus hic pcccarc pavcscat. 
Qulque miuus pcccat, Dlagis hie plLccare tlmcsCiLl:" 


" itn ' the (,xl
fience of a St. Panl, "hO;,c nf1t'C'1 ion.. art' with J '...u
 Chri::>t. 
'Ylw would have c;lIppu..ed ill a r;:oul rai...t>d to the intelli
t'n<"e of the s crct word" 
whid. it i... not lawful fc)r a man to uttt'r, that tlap war of th(' indinations of 
('n
e 
t-laoulc.l he still in action? Bnt t}1(' apo
tle him
P]f 
J)f'ak
 of it. II clp
'("l(I
 from 
the c1la
t :!mllofty \"i...ion:-: of the thir(lll('a\.en to ..110\' himself in thc a"(,lIa of car- 
:Ial C'1)Jnh
lt3nt:-: ! 
IInw eame the 31'(J,..t1f
. who h:ul h,ft ('vpry thing'. to ('xc'him, who th('n can he 
saved? "Hc'('au..t>," I"eplit'..; ('It'mens .\ 
(,
:\lHlrinu
, '"t}u'y di:--<,prnell th(' Ih.'pth of 
tht' oh
('nrt' paraholic \\on1... :lIId the," wcre di,,;('nur:wl'cI at the thOlwht of the 
pa....ion:i whieh tilt')' had lIot tllOroa
hly gi\.pn liP, for 
Ivation i
 of the pure and 
'lI1ill1pa.
ionl.'{l 
OIIJ."* "If 31lY CIne cOlltpntiou
 <;;houJ.1 ask, t}l('II," he {'ontin- 
tit...., "how is it pv 
ihle fi)f the wt'ak flp...h to rp..i...t thp...(' pOWPI"
, I..t him kno'v tl:at 
trll..tin
 in our omnipott'nt ('onqllf'l"Or t})(> L(ml, we w:we war again.,t till> prine '" of 
c.1arknp..." amI dt'ath."t The "'piritnal combat :uul the per ouifimtion of th(' (,\'il 
pri nei pit', fi I rill the grand (('aUI rf'S in thp p-;rdlOlogirnl history of the midc1le agt.
. 
The belief had it.':! (}rigil1 in the !':lcl"t"t1 8c'riptll\"(
, and in the ppr!-'onal ('xl)t'ri('nC'(' 
and olN'rvation ofthou
htful alul proffHllll1 mind.... The grot('
qne form:-: ntf3ehe(1 
to the i(lt':l of tIlt' c.læmon, may p(.rhap.... a
 'lil'lwlt.t :o:u

t':4.." bt' tr:II"(,() t.o the lin- 

cring tradition:.- of t}1t' cont}ner('(1 rt'ligion.. of the Fins alii I S(';1l11lina,'i:III
, though 
tlu' \)(....tial character comprispd in it a!-- (>"hihit("(1 in the \"i:-,ion
 of Dante, ('011- 
formahle to the gt.nernl opinion of the. miclc.lIe age
t mnnot ndmit of that ('xplana- 
tion, for it has, beyond all douht, its founc1atioll in the secret r(:'alitie
 of 
nature. 
Thp spirimal victol'\' on
r th(> material and imm3terial ('vii in the minds of 


· Lib. Ql1is Dives Sa1vetur. 1 
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Catholi('s, wa:o: thc highest glory that could he attainf'cI hy man. The !-tate of grace 
was a paradisc in which was beheld tlIC riv('r of living watel', re"'plelHlent as eI"Y:-:- 
tal, proceeding from the seat of God allli of the Lamh; while on tll<' otlll'r Ilaml, 
that of mortal sin was the gloomy region filled with (lemoniac form') amI torment8 
lIIultitudinous. In the poem of the )lartyrs, whf'l"e Ell<loxe and Y' elleda yield to 
the dæmoll, "hell gi\"(
s thc 
ignal of this fatal marriage: the !'pirits of (larlme.;s 
howl in the aL.\-:-::-:-the chaste f"POUSCS of the patriarch
 turll away their 
tC(:-:, 
awl the protecting angel, veiling himself with hi
 \\ illg
, mounts again to Ilf'aven." 
The modern phil()
ophy has prolloUlI('ed all this to hl' ehamcteristic of a fal...e ami 
fanciful 
y:-,tem of morality. The (hemon di
app('al"
 f!"Om all action of human 
life, or instead of the dark cherub, the !"ubtle amI he:-:tial fieml, }IP is reprc>:-Öf'ntt'll 
a:o: in Gæ[he, imere
ting and sentimental; or as in )[ ilton, Ill' ex('it('s pity and 
admiration, being s'ynonymou:o: with religion COIH111<'l"l'd, or as in Klop
tock, he is 
shown repentaut ana the mUbt interesting per
oflaf!'(' ufthe poem. As tI)(' prin- 
ciple of individuality in the will opposed to the (l(':.;igns of the Crf'atOl', he is 
wholly excluded, as al
o the whole belief in tIll' inlH'rent e\'il which i:-; of ('onCII- 
pi
('elll'l'. Rationalism, in which so lUany religious system.. hegan amI terminated, 
IIlHI('rstands the mysteries of life in a different !o'en:-:c: it makes the path 
mooth 
hy prollouncing the contest to be vain, alllI victory impossihl(', and 80 converts 
man from being a brother in arms of the angels, to become a sensual and unresist- 
iug, and unhallowed creature of the e31th. Xo, among men interiorly philo
ophic, 
there can be no question here. The hi:-:tory of the p
eudo-reform in regard to its 
iuflllcncc on moral
 or mctaphysic:-ö, on political ficience, or on domestic action, 
Illay be comprised in two lines. "Homo cum in honore e!"
et non intellexit, com- 
paratus est jllmentis insipientibus et simi]is factm: est illis."w 
IIere, in regard to tl1O:-;e who ha\'e re:-;i
ted this re\'olntion, a painful and an alarm- 
ing reflection F'uggests itself. In Catholic f'lall'S howe,'er di
organizcd, one 
may live amidst men of holy 
implicity, and as it wel'(" of the o}(1 IIomcric type 
tran:o;fi
lll'l'd 01; the mount, re:",embling tllO..e of whom one rea<1
 in ancient hallowed 
hook.;, men of whom !H.arly every action and w(lrd might furni!-h fre
h matter 
for bOllle new :-oweet in:-piring p
]ge, enough to win allla'arts to a 100.c of innocence 
awl truth. One lIIay imagine that one',., lot ha:-; heen ca
t in the Ilappiest and 
evcll mo:-;t romantic agc of the world, in the !-'ame manner as when one visits 
the beautiful countries of the south, one can slIppo:-:e onc's self placed in 
f)me of 
those delicious landsmpes which the pencil of Claude Lorraine has made ;0:0 
familiar to the fancy; whereas, if one pa
'5 into l"ollntries where the inflm'nce of 
faith awl of all the oM histor"ic and domestic a

o('iations con necto I with it i
 
limited to a very few, e\'ery thing change:-, as when you turn your eye:o: from 
one ofthp:-;ppaintings to ]('t them wandero\'('r:l nllgar311f] ignoble scene, nnd fC'e1 
the heart sink 011 being drawn back to reality. Xow it is difficult to follow the 
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Catl.olic t
.p' ofmorallx>a"t
. ill a ('ountry wI ll' I"f' it ha"" })('('u 
upp1allh.(1 by an- 
other; for hesi(l"s that in slIcll laut1
 then. i:) burc to be. far grmt(\r e"{terual 
t('flIptation, the fcu'cc or tllat fal
,. hpiuion "hi{'h prcvaib, mLJ
t, like tllO
C 
('.dullmil':-\ of mt'll from wlli('J. till' P",dll1i..t praYt'(1 to hI' dplin'r('(I, l,rpvent many 
in tlleir (,()U
P, amI lea,lmau)' from the narro\\ hut tl"alJflilil W
lY. You inhalc 
the spirit of the mu1titu<,lp arouml 
'ou. It ('IJ<'omp' -"".' you ao; all atmosphere, 
and enters into )"O\lr vcry b 'uI. ('i('('ro, 
peaking of tll" oh
t
ld('S oppllN"l1 
to tIlt' virtut' of Roman comm
uJllt'r:-\ in tll<' <1i....tallt pro\'inc('S of A..ia, rpmad..., 
,.tllat it i... <limcult fOI' tlll'1Il to thinl" of notllill
 hut \'irtue, awl tllat tho:-c al:--o 
who ar' mor' mo<1 l'l":I 1<', po:--..;t'....il
 :-hame und t(:111 pl'r
Ul<'(', an' 1I('v(,l'thelcN3 
thought to be 
(I h
' no one on al.'Count of the multitUlh\ of the greedy,"* 
So it ma)" he in l"c1ation to C
atho)ic mallner,...: where 1)0 01)1.' \II)()(,I":-,t3n<1... tll<'ir 
t,yp<', wlwrp 1)0 (1)(' (":Ul J"t.('ogni.l.1' it or Hpprt.(.iate it, tho:"t..fcw who Httt'mpt to fc)l- 
low it are :-ure to he :\('('u:-(.d of ht.in
 ulllihC Ihl' good amI fair, of heing ilIil){'ral 
an<l foml of 
illgularity, tile fin'Ct.' of whit.h mi..;repr' "ntatio11:; i- cf'rtainly not cal- 
('ulatcù to ::;ruooth the a"'cocut or facilitatf' tlu> path which IDn:-t he trod hy tho:,-(' 
who hunger 
U)(} thir:o't afh'r living jl1
til't'. BUl to I"l'turn to what ('ouccrll1- the 
prc:-pnt argnlllt'llt. \notll<'l" J"t'mark :-.ug
e..;t(...1 hy viewing tilt' two <1is('iplt':i 
in l'ontl":l:-\t, IJIU
t 00 that ('\"('U ilHl('})('lult'nt of \\ hat is rC(l'lirpd hy the 
up('rnat- 
ural p.'inciplf's of the Catholic 1I10ralit
., thl'language of the mod('rns i
 mort' !'-dft 
and dplic:lte than the force al1(} gravity of virtue would <.:auction. \\lw c0\1I,1 
(l(hlht from whi<'ll of tIll' two ('amp" h
ul ('omc that Gt.otfroy \ïllc JIardollill, the 
hi..toriall, om'ring the rc-.llity of that dli,'alry of whi{'h \,'C h
i\"e 60 many i(lmI 
portraih-a warrior impt.Hc(1 ouly hy a ..t'n..;(' of th . most 
crr'(l duty, a "i..:c 
e'oun
('lIor, full of prnden('(', fitith, an(1 jLl
ti(....., 31111 a..; 11111)('ndin
.is III<' iron ar- 
mo.' whi('h (,,:1!'('(1 his limh
: 01" \\ hat diffi('nlty in dt't(.rmining to what ="Cnate' tho:--e 
bran' patrician!'>> hdougl'll \\ ho art. tlt'
'riht,d hy t1H' hi:,toriau" of Y'eni('{' '! 'rll<'r(,
L", 
Ul1 the other hal1(l, how prt'part'l) i... ('\'pr.\. on{' to hml" the ol
('Ctions of the hcrt'tic
 
:uh-a11('('{l hy tho:
 C'Ìlara{'h'.'::, \\ h ieh t5hahe.,p('.tre'... I')(.n de
('rih('
, in whom manho()(1 
i
 ll1e1t('.I into lI1illcin
 phra
es awl ge:-:b of f.')..laion? how natl1l"ally do th('y :o>(.t'ill 
to ('OI11t' from a man who i..; in all tlat' \\orl<1'''II<'\\' fia..hion planh'tl, that hath a mint 
of phra..;(':-\ in hi:"! hrain, and whom tilt' IHI1..ic of hi
 owu vain tongu' ,10th fa\"i:-h 
like enchantil1
 hãrmouy; who, likl' Pari..;, i
 fair perhn}>o; ill form allt1 ('ol11dy, 


" åAA' uv/t l'6n ß"I CPPl61" uùði Tl
 aÅK1,1...t 


Xow, if \\e look to tlll'pi<'1nrl' on the oppo:,itf' ..ide, w(' are not rPl)uro) to ()pf"Pnd ihp 
ju:--tipp awl morality of Catholip-l 011 tlIP grollild takt'll hy tlw:,1' (;t'rman writt.,...; 
',\"110 !'ay that tllt're an tlitl,,'rt'nt :-.taIHlard.., <lifJì'rdit types a
 it were of virtue in 
(litli'n'lIt a
('
, allll all ('(I'I:1l1y J!()()(l. "Tilt...(. i
 a (ìitferent m(l<l
l1re," :--a
'
 Yoi
t, 
.'for every age, for every nation, lor every indiviJual. 
\.s all bl()
:,oll1
 au(1 


· Pro lcge 
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plants are not the 
ame, so may humani:y Iwar differpnt forms of good, and what 
would be 113teful in us might have been ,-irtuous in our ancestors."* 
To such reasoning I wO\l]d on]
' rq)]y in the word.::i of Cicero, "This is truly 
a correction ami emendation of the ancient philosophy which can have no admit- 
tance within the city, thc fOl'um, or the ('ourt
." 
There is 110 ,'ice i"O simple, but a..:,umps some mark of virtne on its outwar(1 
part
. H Quale antem heneficium est," Fay=-, Cicpro to Antony, "quod te ahstinueri:i 
nefario scelere ?"t The moderns seem to think that the overt act is rcquire(1 to 
constitute a transgrpssion of the law of God, and they would hold Cicero's 
languagp where he Fpmks of the size and gladiatorial !'trength of Antony having 
added to the i"hame (If his drunkenne;o:s, as proving that he might have drank RO 
much without ha,"ing been drunk.::: The heroic, just, and devout men of the 
middle ages were not like the Camilluses and Themistocles of heathen, and the 
ßacons and Sidneys of modern times, leaving an imperishable fame as the first 
men of their age amI the ornaments of their country, though convicted of such 
offence:, that their warmest eulogizers can only say of them what Xiebuhr observes 
of Cami11n
: ,. In snch a man the nation ought to have 
hown indulgence even to 
deplorable faults."
 Tacitus Freaking of Agricola says, "that it would be an 
in:-;ult to the virtue'=-' of such a man to make ill{-'ntion of his integrity and absti- 
nence," out no observant 01' jndicious reader would quarrel with a writer of modern 
biography for having con<le:-ìcended to enter upon such details re
pecting the men 
whom he undertook to describe. Imleed, the ful10wers of the reformed dis- 
cipline 
puke of their herues a,.; ihe ancients did of Cato, of whom Cæ:-:ar said, 
that when di
covered drunk, tho
e who hehel(1 him seemed rather detected by 
Cato than Cato "as by them; which makes Pliny observe in the style of Dill' net, 
"Potuitne pIli"; auetoritati:o: trihlli Catoni quam si ebrius quoque tam venerabi1is 
emt ?"!I In general their language respecting their Franc von :::;ickingen:-:, was 
]ike that of C:!s:,iu:-" "in 
uch a time :1"; this it i:;; not meet that every nice offenc'e 
should bear its ('omment." Accordingly, Elizabeth, that daughter of blood, who 
made sucÌl slanghtel' of the saint:" aud such a jest of humanity, murderill
 11('r 
own guest, was 
aluted as an immaculate heroine, and enshrined in the heal.ts of all 
who followed the new ballner
, whieh ma(le hOllorable al1 who foHowed them. 
GustaVll:-ì Ado] phu:-;, who pil1ag('d and d{-'
ecl"atetl all the churclH'-- of Germany, 
ami rava'
ed ten (rreat l wovince.::i ill hUllor of Lllthcl' , i::; a name never uttered in 

 0 
conntrie:o: where the modern dii"ci.plil1P is 
tablished, without exultation ana de- 
fiance. "Tho more dear amI \"('lw1'ah]e in the estimation of his party than the 
f:llllOU:-: a(lmil'al Coligm- who was strOlw]v su
 p ected of having al'111ell the 
. -' ;:, , 
hand of Poltrot to a:--;o;assinate that noble lwro the duke of Guise, and who :ulmitted 
that for five or six month:-ì he had heard snch :1 plan, and that "he had stronglY' 
contested the point with them?" who confe;o;:o'(.(I that Po1trot ha(1 said to llim, 
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I Epist. Lib. III. 12. 


t Philip. 11. 



 Ibid. II. 
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how ('a..)" it ,,"ouM he to kill tIt{' (lul\:(', hilt that ="oo
h lIP had n('vcr ctin:,i5ted upon 
ilis (It/iug 1'0 :" Y. ho :ulmittf'(1 that hc had gin'u Poltrot :l 11or:--l'i that wlll'n 1'ul- 
trot ha(l di:-elo;-;('(l hi
 idea he h:ul rl'plif'dnotlling ,.to 
)" wllt'ther it was well O!. 
ill donc," and \\ ho d..dar'" in ,.1 IcUc.'r to the qn 'cn that the dpath of th(' dnkf' 
\\a.. tht, grt'atc.
t good that l'onM happen to tllc kiul:,rÒmll, to the church of nod, 
alltl pt'r:-ollal1 y to tlIP king, and tlÞ all thc hOIl";t' of Coligny.... Thc UloJt'rn..; a;;ain 
:- '('Ill to re,rard indulg('lIce in anyone l'iu a
 a warrant of gn'atcr virtue in otll<<'r 
I'c:-pecb, n.. p.l:-:,ionatp I 'r
oll'; arc 
itl to he gt'ucrOlh. nut thc Catholic woral 
\\ rih'rs hold n different (loetrinf', and buuth, "'Yhat hoot'S it at onc gatc to make 
d('Îenec, awl at al1otht'r to ]t.t in thc' foe (.ffeminatdy \"antPli'ihetl ?" E\"cll the 
nl'lItilc sage ..hO\H'C.1 that ('\"t'ry ('vil was to b
 111'(1 frolll ),y virtuc amluot hy tho 
contrary evil, C(
l . HllC thinl..," h ' !-a)":" "who ('orrt'('t ba.-;hfuln'" hy in
olen('e, 
ru!'ticity by profal1eJl(':--
. l'owardi,., Dw1 (.ffi.minaey by a tone of bolJn ... aud 
audacity, allt] :-;npeT':'tition br nth('i:--Ill."t 
The jU:òt mcn ofCatholi.. tirn....., ('\'('n wh('n (lP":(,l'iI)('(1 hy \\ I.it('rs of the 1l1Odf'rn 
:-ehool, are not reprf':,('nh'(] :1:01 pt'r:-.(HlS in whom clt'ploraLIe fimlts mu..t Lc forgi\'- 
('n in con
idl'ration of th('ir g(,llf'r:11 lIlt'rib, UlHI a.. h..ing venerahle even when dc- 
It'Cted in their sins. Tho..e ancient I'pirits would m:.lrvel at 
 'Cing buch virtue 
('rO\\ IWcl en'll (,n e:1I"th. \u hi!ootori:lIl know:o. wdl that if tl1('re hath ),('('11 m('n that 
:-Iu)\\"('cl in f:lithfulmirror tilt' ('f.Jt...tial ju
ti(,t', th"..(' \\ ithout \"..iln,fl('('(('(1 it. TIf'- 
1101(1 that H('l'ma:ll1 von 
:lh':l, lIla:-L.'r of tlU" T(.utonic urdt'r, (If whom we ha'"c 

,) often 
poken, anti hml' tll<<' t(.:--tirnouy horne to hi.. eharacter hy Y'oigt, the his- 
torian of Pruc:
ia ".Atlmirahlp hc \\as in I" ace auù war, altaclwd to frepc1oJJ1, to 
law, 31lfl orcit.r, wi..:.. in all hi..; c'oun.....l:.;, pur(' from pa:-ò:-òion, St'lfi..;111lt'....;, a 1111 10v(" 
of (Iominion, 
lll}('rior to all tlw 
ll
g(':--t ion... of pri(h', n'moved frolU t'rror uf ('\"pry 
l..illtl, ddadll'C.l from tlU' \\ orld in hí'art as wpH u.. in \"ow ! 1Illmility and oLe<]iencc 
markl'(1 (.very action of hi
 1ife; he W:1.... al\\ays reatly to devote him
df for tl&e 

al\.e of tIlt' poor, tlte ,..ick, allfl the unprot('('tf'f1. 
\..; a knight aluIma:-ötí'r he was 
of !'urpa..:
ing virtue, int('nt always upon what tc'luIe(1 to promote the propagation 
of the f:.lith, the honor of tlw ('ll11r('h arul tl&p go()(1 of m:mkint1. In his relatiolll) 
\\ itlt thí' cmperr->r alltl the pop ,lie was e<<{ually tri('(1 and fotllHl cmincnt a.<; oní' of 
tIlt' nohlí':,t onel mo:--t ju:-öt of m(ln, ('minent in the magnanimity of his s.ml, in tIle 
purity of hi... lifi., in thí' IUlInility of Ilis malllwr..;, in tIle warmtn of his (lc\"o- 
timl. Xot one \\em} of ccn:--ure ('an hi:-tory prolioullee again:-t him, whetllt'r a:) a 
knight, a f;tate:'lll:ln, a Christian, or a man. So he was luv(.'(l Ly his contem- 
pOl"al"if':', hcing thc admiration of high amI low, the urnamcut of his ordt.r, amI 
tile ol
('d of prai
e to all 
n('cecding n6
'" t By the degree of a:-;tolli..hlllcut 
which we :-;honld c
pl'ricne(' were \\ e to fill<.l, after reading thi=--, that hi:) country- 
men had tu show indulgence to some dcploraLle faul
 ill his character, or to 


· St. Victor, Tableau de Puris. Tom. III. 113. 
t Vnigt Gcschiclltc Pr('ussen q . II. 36';. 


t Plutarch. 
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throw a veil over the actions of his private life, we can C'c;;timate the distanre be- 
tween ajust man of the Catholic typ(', and a hero of the !'chool which has hel'u 
oppo:-;ed to it as teaching a i'ounder and more (.ffective lUorality. 
In sacred dyptieh:-; at least posterity will 110t discover the name
 of lUany of 
these latter tran
m1Ïtted with hUilor. The impressiun upon the mind of onc 
familiar with antiquity, wi th respect to the character of the m

ority of men, in 
the times which succeede(] to the a
es of faith, is not as:;uredly that they were of 
a different religion, or ùf a more spil'itual philosophy from that of the Gputile:-:, 
or that tlu')" understood morality hetter than the Catholics of the midd1e ages, 
but that they had thrown off all religion, and aIlllloral restraint:" excepting such 
as were impo
ea hy civil laws, by the Illotives of per
;onal interest, and of tem- 
porary expediency. 
_ \ {'ìa:-:sical 
tlHlent, who turn:; his view 1'1'0111 the pages which contain the old 
histories of the heathen world, amI its moral views to the manners of the men 
,,-ho move al"OllIHI llim, will he 
tartled by nu prodigious contra:-:t, hy no novelty. 
lIe beeS evidence, indeed, that they have forsaken the temples of the god:-:, but 
where does he find indication that they have fled to the croc::.,;; ? The per
ons who 

llrrol1n(1 him are hi:; old acquaintances, described in Euripides amI Sallu
t, in 
.\tJ.enæus perhaps, and Suetoniu:"ì. "They ('an fancy tlwm:;ekes," a
 IIein
ius 
ohsen'ed, "living in Greece in ancient time
, fighting with IIomer, though even 
that may he questioned, rusticating with Ilesiocl, loving with Anacreon, weeping 
with EUl'ipides, and with Pindar rising to a poetic heaven."* In the Gentile 
authors one is often struck with :,udden amaZl'ruent at the breaking forth of ex- 
pres;;;;ions which indicah' how immea:-:urable is the di:-:tance between the sentiments 
of human morality and those of the Christian law. The Ion of Euripides pre- 
sents many examples of this kin(l, as in the lines 


õray ði 1CO}.ÆJ.l'OV
 ðpã6at lCaf(.W; 
BiÀ1J rz
, oVÔEl) iJ.l1CUÔWY "
ì.ral yó,uuS'.t 


But what is most remal'kable, is the conduct of 1011; for after being pl"(
pared to 
consider him almost as one of our Chri:.:tian ac()l),the
, how very :
tartling is the 
manner in whieh he t'xpres
es himself, 011 diseovering the plot against his life. 
This gentle and holy youth is now full of re\'enge, and hla
phenlOus imprecations 
against the very gods whom he had before adored. 'Vith rapture he cries out to 
Creusa : 


àÀÀ' ovu ßCfJJ.lÒ
, ovr' 'A1l'óÀÀ(ÜYO
 ðóJ.lo
, 
6 cJ6E:16'. 
 


Then he condemns heaven, and pretends to he wiser and ju
ter. 


cpEiJ! 
ðE:lYÓY YE:, f)Y."roì
 rov
 yó,uOVC; cJc; OV f(.aÀc.3'
 
i'll/KEY Ó 'JE:òC;, ovð' aTtò yyo,;JJ1Jr; 60CPií
. 


· llcinsius OraL. XIX 


t lOGO. 


t 1288, 
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Toùt; J,JJ.y yàp trð'lCovt; {Jr.:JJ,JÒY ot.Ìx í':l'Y IXP1;Y, 
ci\ \. i;lÀaVYl'Y.. 


..\n<l when the pril
..;tt.:'
"; remunstrates with him, hc ju.;;tific bis 0\\ n nrojects of 
ha\'ing l'ompll.te :-ati..f:u,tioll ; tlt.'m:uHlinK 


()u XfJ11 J,Jt TOV>> IC.UiYOYT..xt; åYTmE'O Ul'aJ it 


The mini.,tt.'I' of hl'3.\"pn can gi\"c him no higher law. 
IH' :-!)(.:
k.; of purity; find 
Ill' f('plil':OO, c\"ery unc j..; pnrc "ho kill..; hi
 l'llemy: l.onduding "ilh an in:;olt'nt 
del'laration, that lit.' ha..; ht'PI1 tlc<,ei\"l.'d hy the god, that II(' eli
daillS I.is ren.la- 
tioll-.; a:)(} adel.., tlult if on eli;o;e'overlll
 hi:-- rf'al motllt'r, :-he 
hould pro,.... to 1,2 
:-ome 
lan', it 'HUllll he mueh LeitCl. for hilllue\"t'r to have llt'ard of}U'I". AIl(} thi
 is 
the !o%1('t.'r(lotal youth \\ ho appeared :It fir.,t all illl)()('('Ul'í', amI gl.ntlelJ(' .., amI 
:UlC- 
tity! b:oom.pcIl)", mo!'-t :ootrikillg are !'ouch p:L"
.l
I'.., and 1110:-t con\"iul'ing is the 
t=\"il)CI)('C whieh th(.y furni
h, :l
 to the fa("t (If tJu'..e ht..ing' ()n p.lrth a new ("rcateù 
mall. But of thi:o. ('"iel('nce tl)(. Gentile' authors ..n' 1I0t tlu' only :-:0l1l"(,P, for in the 
writill1!"; (If the moderns \\p are liable to Illl'et with !'-imilar inh.rrnptions to the 
current ofa c1i..(.oll.....e which had profp....('(1 to 
I'rin
 fl"Orn the '-ulwrnatural foun- 
tain ofcli\'illt, f:lith. Hf':ul that 1l't1t'r from 
ir Philip 
idll(.'y to 'Io]jl)(.'ux, his 
fatht.'r's I'l'('n.tary, (]l'elaring that h(' ..u
P('(.t:-; him ofha\"illg('ollJnHlIlieatpcl to other 
p('r:-c)II
 the Idtl'r=-- \\ hi('h 1lC' had int('llCI('(1 fin. his f:Lthpr's ('ar ulOlU', ami l'ollcludillg 
with th '..(' \\urd..: "I u"\:'urc you lwt()r> (;od, that ifc\"cr J l"nO\\" yuu do:-,o lUL1eh 
a.., re.ul allY letler I write tl) m
' father without his ('ommandment or my t,"On:-f'llt, 
I will thru<o;t IH\" (bggl'r into )'ou. ...\.l1el tru..t to it, for I 
peak it in Parnr
t; in 
the nwan tilllP, f:lrewdl." TIll' author to \\ hom \\c are ind(.htecl for a hl':mti- 
ful e<lition of Sil' Phili P Sid llC'y'8 work!'-, :1<'1..110\\ l('(lge
 that this cpi
tle is 
adìy 
dcficiellt in poillt of eIi:'('rNioli and t<'mper; "bllt," hc adeI:-:, "as showing the in- 
tCI1
it
. of his filial rp
ar(l, it lUU...t lead to our incrc..lsc<l lü\'c and fl':-P('(.t for the 
amiahl(' f{naliti(''! of hi
 IIPart." That Sir Philip 
i(lnry poss('s
pd the high(...t 
virtue of a lI:ltllral ortlt'l., unci that hi.. dmraC't('I' corrc:-pnl1eh'tl with the fain.;o;t ielc'al 
of the (Iisciplinp t.o which 1lC' was att:lC'll('el, 1Il:1Y h . vcr
. tl"Ul', hut .1....,uredly, to (1ne 
fiuniliar with the tradition ufCatilOlie lllanner
, there Was !-ompwhat tl) a....toui,h 
in 
nch a It.tt('r, coming from a man who 
t'paratl'el him
df from tll(' al)eieflt t'o- 
ciety, on till' alJegCtI gromul of if:.. I)ot L('in
 aC'('fmlinJ.; to S<,riptnrc ancI the E\'an- 
gelic law. .xo\\' mark a ('{)ntl"a
t in rt'
:lI'Cl to tlU' dutil'
 of H parlieulal' 
t:ltC. 
"" c have "ftl'n reael of till' rl'trl'ats filr prayer ami "piritual meditation:-, pme- 
tis 'el at regular int('l"\'al:o' hy ('athol i(' hishop..:., who halloc'Cn obligP<l to take a part in 
ci\.il affili..s fin' the inte.f(....t of kings :111(1 pl'ople.; hut what is the provision macIc 
hy that illll..;triol1
 hi:-torialJ, and mod",} of the mocll'l"n di:,('ipline, the hi:-:llOp ßur- 
Iwt, whell placed in 
imi1aI' circumstance':;? "Upon this," he 
ay:;;, " I went into a 
cluser retirement, and to kecp my mind from running after news amI atl
Lir:;, I "l't 


* 1 32.). 


t 1342. 
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Jl)'
(>Jf to the study ofphilos
phy awl algpora;" ('xpedient worthy, 110 dO'l!
t, of 
an .\ri
totle or an Archinll'de
, but raUu'}" singular when selected hy one who 
profe
:,ed to be a 
uCC(''5::)Ol' of the A pustle::;, and a restorer of Scripture, amI a sound 
morality to the Church. It i-j painful to be obliged to include the gloriou:, uarne 
uf
Iilton in the li:.;t of tllo:.;e who:,c wurk=-- can supply contrasts of this extr
Hmlinary 
amI afllicting nature? IIow doe:; he !'pcak, albeit with the name uf Go(l, amI 
the church, and rpf(>rmation, ever un hi..; tonglH'? Head llis d(-'fencc
 of thc 1)('0- 
ph, of England. ,rith what fury and virulen{'c do(':-: IIC attack his opponent=--: 
with what inconceivablc frivolity doe::; he de;-;crihc the beauty of hi:::> per!'on, set- 
ting forth among hi::; other bodily accornplishmC'nt:" his skill alHl practice in 
halHlling hi::; 8won1. "...\.rmed," 
aith he, "with this weap"n, as I comnlOnly wa:,
 
I thought myself a match for any man, though far m)' !'upl'riur in strength, and 
:,('cnre fmlll allY in
ult which one man could offer to anotlH'I". At thi::; day I 
haye the :-jame !'pirit; my eye.-j only are not the :,allle."* Let nature have her due 
prai:'l', as slle 113th always her re\\"
ud. All this may be amiable and admirable; 
but doe:' it indicate a hetter understanding of moral:.; in the Christian 
en
e, for 
that i:-: the present ql1e..;tion, or is it con:;istcnt with the character of religion:; re- 
former:" for that again is a ql1l.:.;tion that forcibly :;;ugge::;ts itself? lb it not cal- 
culated to awaken mallY i'lI:-:picioll
, and to justify the inference, that the real 
e:lu:,e of o}lpo:,ition to the Catholic chureh was :::omething .. ery different from a 
true progre:-,:, in H,lOral philo:,ophy, ana a light infl1
ed by the author of the Holr 
Seripture:,? But without going back to past time:::, is it not evident that the 
moral yiews of the very men who affirm that morality is HOW better under:;:tood 
than in the middle age:;;, are obnoxious to the chal'ge of ineon::;istency? A Catholic, 
011 reading the poem of )Iarmion, must he startlc(1 when he hears Constance òe 
Heverh'y, fOl' whom preceding veL'SCS ha:-; awakened a lively interest, sudùenly ex- 
claimiu s : 


"But did my fale and wish agree 
Ne'er had been read, in story old, 
Of maiden true hetray'ù fflf gold, 
That loved or was avenged like me. "t 


.\nother of these sudden incoH
i:.;tent tran!"ition
 oc('l1r
 in the Lady of the Lake
 
where the (leath word:-; of Blanche to Fitz-.Jallle:-; are given, invoking him by his 
klligllthoo(l'
 110nore(1 sign, 3LHI for hi:-; life's 
ake, whieh she had pr
erved, to 
a,'('ng-l'lH'r. The honr of (leath has re
tore<l hel" rea:-;on ; you expect to hear thc Ia;-;t 

Igh:; and wishes of a Chri4ian .
oul. 
\nd what are the words- 


"De thy heart bo]ò, thy weap()n strong, 
And wrcak j100r Bianche of D("\-
n's wrong I" 


The heroie !'pirit which we ha\"e noti('e(I a
 eharactC'ri..;tic ufthc Catholic justice, 
ffiigi.t again he viewed hcre in opposition to the kiud uf shop-connter morality, 


* :-\e("oml Defence of the People of England. 


t )larmi(ln, H. 
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whid. is:o:o pn'(lomin:\I1t in tlH' mo'1prn literatnrp, philo!'ophy, :111<1 maIlßt:T". Thi
 

.:;.h& '1Iidollbll'dJy wa' 1I0t 
() Wl'1I lIm)ers[u(\d in till' middle ng('''', hy tlw...t, at )t'a(,.t 
\\ ith \\ !tom hi...tor)' i
 COlltOCrllt..'(1 ; for, in fat't, Illt'li wcrc oftt'n r<'aJl
' dt tit'it'llt in 
n'sped tu it,"o as even to fl
1 a t
)olish pride in 
'ying with Arlllado, hI alii ill at 
f{,(>honing; it littl'th tll(> 
pirit of a tapstl'r. " lh're a gnul<J reform \\ 01:- made hy 
tht' discipl(.s or the n..\,. (li
('iplil)t' \Vhll
t' p...,rCl't llIuh'rstaruling. \\ itl.in thi.. 
plJ('r(' 
lIlay I 'l'oll..d,l.'<1 frolll a fèw l'X:Ullp)l'S. Panlu
, a proft's...or ufth{' new thpolo1!Y, 
ul
l'ets to the miraclc ofonr Lord rc'
IN.'(.tillg tll(' tl'illlltl' money, hy ob:--efving, that 
"at t.aperlUtUID \\ here he had f,'i(-nd:o\ a mirade fOf uhout a dollar would ccrtaillly 
han' ht't'n :-nl)t'rfllll>n
." ',"hell Luth4i1' wouM cxpre--..; his horror of the 
cntinl<'lItg 
of Era"III11
. ht! ('an filld no 
trnn
('I' tt'rms to ilHlico.lte it tll:l1I bJ' :,a)"in
, that he 
would lIot fOf 10,00) tlt>rill"; be in his pl:u'p. Rurnl'f, too, in ('nulll{'rating the ('
 
(.(.II('lIt ,.i ,.tUt" . (If nile r 'uowl}t'tl hero of hi:-- party, Illl'nt ions that he would ue,'el' at. 
tl'lllpt to p:.... olrha<l nwney, whieh he knew tu L. 
n('h. 

\1l tl)l'l.'n1ightl'IH'(1 IIl('n, who fn1Jn\\" th
e le
u1t'I'
, would re
('lIt a
 an illjUl'y 
the intilllatioll that the
" h:ul no rpg:ml fì)r \"l'r)' ..I('vatp(l !--('lItillH'lIts; hut, the 
("1('t i.., tll3t wlll'l1 left to tlJ('lll
l.ln's, anti oh
 .n'('() otl'theil' 
nal'd, in the a:"....,. III Lly 
of their peers, ill their political writings as we1l :1'; in th' COllllllOn occasiolls of 
life, thf')" nen'r, hy :IIIY Ilazartl, allu(lc tv the prof(':",
i()n or e::\.crci.-.:.c of heroic 
virtu(', unit "':-- ill tl)l' \\:1). of rÎ(li('ule or of ol
t.(.tion. TIIl'Y d(.e1:u'(' that it i
 h(')"()m) 
all pon ('1" of hUlllan t'redulity to heliev..., that puLlic 111('11 would 
lIpport or op- 
pl)SC n statc Illea.sur 'IInl('..:-; the)' re('pi"('tl :111 L'quivu]cnt fot. their (loing 
(). TI1l'Y 
proclaim, that the> onl,)" 
fe
t1an) for the jll ,ti . of men i., publicit,'" and that nn 
Oll{' can he tru
t('(1 wh":-l' :Ietions aI't. not ron
tantl
' Io'uhmittt.<l to the 
nlliny of 
the WOI.ItI. E:\pt'C.liell(')' i
 tlll'il. :1"0\\"(.(1 alJ(l l'xC'lu...ive Illotiv(', (>vell wil('li fhp)" 
do an clllilll'nt a('t of jll
ti('t.: alii I n hat ('au IN.' ('xpl'(.t(.(l from tlH'1I1 when 1Iu.)" 
an' rl't}1.il"l,() to pl'rform an a(.t of ...:u...ifit'c:> TIIl'Y u" 'riLe no v:llue to any t hillg 
hut what is attacla(..d to thc material amI t'lIlpnral ortlt'r. \
 .De lIal1er 
:I
.:o\ of 
tIll' re\"olut iOIlaf)' !'ophi:--b, who at'l' oppo... d to all aut horit
., 
pi rit ual amI It. III poral, 
t.'::\.tending tlll'ir faI:,\' idl'a
 to (,\"l'ry thin
, tlll'Y t1i...tort filu1 para])"?!' the h'st 
IIlt'a:,Ul'('S; tlH'Y hav(> alwa
.s objections to :Hh'al)('c a raill:-,t what i., good, and ex- 
\.'us,.
 rmJy for (','il. To tJlt'ir (')'l':) t)1P mumellt fi)r the fir:-t is ncver ('ome; hut 
tÌ U' fl' i
 always ul1
ent lwccs....ity fcu' the lattt.'r. In 
hort, how(,vl.r Ililwillillg one 
may 111' hJ :urive at a ("oneJll
ion wl.i(.h !"l'l'm'i like at'('Il:ooilig a 
pt of men ill Itlas.
, 
t IH'I"l' i
 no oth{'r inft')"('JI('c p"s,"ihle, :Iftt'r nn aUt'nti ve ob.. '("\'ation of \\ hat has oc- 
('u rn.. 1 in later tim(':o\, hut that nothing carri.. with it, ill the c
timatioll of th(,
c 
who an' true di:,('ipll.s of the motlern di..('ipline, the> l'hara('fl.r of 
o)i()itr, of 
pl"3('ti(.al, :--01.('1', (.n]ightt'Ill'(I, anti di!-pa!'
i()lIate wi:-"(1om, (,
t'eptillg what is in its 
last term:" a sordid find dl'
pi('ablc lift', without gcnill", amI \, itllOut virtue. 
'The ve,')' eonfe
..iolls, too, of the men who accomplished amI favored dIP l"{,vo- 
\fJ
ion of tll(' ..i
t('(\nth ('('ntury, anà who stooo high in the e:o:tim3tioll of it.'i ad- 
mÎl'cr
, arc \\ (lfchy of being rl'marl\.etl. 
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The bittU' hate which pervaded the mind of Calvin, is a'-crib('<1 by 
ome ta 
the sufferings of his youth, when he lived a::, preCl'ptor in a proud family, which 
made him feel his inferiorit ) ,. "
\ftcr all III" cffint... " he F:n.s "I cannot tam e m y 
, , , , 
own ferocity." Sir Philip Sidne)', indeed, takes an opportunity most pointedly to 
ùeny the charge brought :Jgainst himself, that he was wholly po
se:-;sed hy egoti:-.rn 
and bubbling priùe; but he l>leads guilty of a headlong ambition, that made him 
'oft his be::;t friends overpass.' ,,* " I perceive my soul," says Fuller, " deeply 
guilty of envy. B.r my good will, I would have none prophesy but mine own 

Io
es_ I had rather the Lord's work were unùone, than done beUpr hy another 
than by myself."t These men, who accused thp Catholic 
ociety of the middle 
ages of having been left in ignorance of the Bible, gave no proof of having ren- 
dered their own manners, 01' those of the disciple
 who followed them, conform- 
able to its spirit. The names and phrase; of the Olù Te
tamellt were indeed e\Ter 
on their tongue; but did they learn fromit to evince the meekness of l\Io
e,;, tho 
simplicity of Jo
eph, the gentleness of David, the fervor of Elia!", the ab
tinence 
of Daniel, the chastity of Samuel? It Jllight be doubted, whether amid
t the 
general advance, a" they supposed, of knowledge, when even the Bible, as Xo,.a- 
lis 
ugge::)ts, was to be considered as progressive, they had learned to understand 
so much as to know with what virtlU's these names of holy writ ought to be a
:,o- 
ciated; thongh that knowledge would have been more sati
factory proof of moral- 
ity being well undt'r
tood, than the writing up " Bethel" amI "Zion" ovcr their 
llalls of aS
Pll1bly, and caning their children Sidrach; l\Iisach, and Abdenago. 
They adopted a different division of the dE'calogue, although they might have 
known that St. Clemens of Alexandria, so profoundly versed in ancient erudition, 
when philosophizing upon the two tables, amI showing their mystic principle, 
di,'ides them as did the Catholic church, in their days;+ but the question was 
still nrgent, were they tile first to enable men to fulfil it in sririt and in justice? 
Truly it is only one who has followed the hi
tory of the religious innovators, 
and marked thE'ir manners from their firfò:t appearance as a soC'iety, that can 
un,lerst31Hl the _\.postle, who, after describing men "lovers of them!o'elve
, gree<ly, 
pmllll, hIa...phemous, disobedient to parent
, nngr'ateful, wicke<l, without :tffection, 
without peacp, uncha
h', crll('l, without b{'nignity, Iwtrayers, lo\"ers of pleasure 
))Jore than lover.; of God," :Hl(l
-"habent('s speciern quidem pietatis."
 As for 
tho:-;e more a,'owcdly in alliance with the world, their history is not more inviting. 
"The mon:-:ter üfmodern sophistry," says the poet Gilbert, "has not a ferocious 
air, and the name of ,-irtue is a'lways on its tonguc ; Lut what age wa:-; ev('r more 
fertile in vice, more ster-ile in noble deed:.;, than this which is termed the agE' of 
fl'a...on, when men are taught by moral author:-:, that for the philosophel. there i
 
no God ?"II No. These pretensions are vain, and the men who produce them 


* The life of S. P. Sidney. 
, 2 :1,] Tim. iii. 


t Thoughts, XII. 
I Gilbert I" XYIIT. S:l:cle. 


t Stromat. Lib. VI. c. 16. 
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ha\"(
 gi\gen no proof ofha\'ing r('ft)rru('(l or pcrfL'Ct(.,<l either the philosophy or the 
ì,ra('til.'C of moral:-:. TIlt' ancient Chri
t iall civilization wai i'lllt.('d d i..t Ilrbed hy 
the common vie(":) of our naturl', :111<1 ('mbiUered hy the u..uallUi:-erit..., that wait on 
the prl nt probation.lr)" l:ltate of man j but, on th. otlr('I' hand, it is impo.:;...ibit, to 

ur\"t'y it without ùi-;covering the c
i
tcnæ of certain high p 'culiar virtues in the 
morality whidl fi)rlllt.(1 it, of the mo:-t admirahle atbptation to all our want
, and 
in :--rridl':-.t conformity to ollr noble...t 31Hl pun.
t ('onet'ptiolls of p('rfp(.tion-\"irhJt.
 

ll('h ai had ncver been hC '11, or to the ...arnc tlegrct' d"vcJopcd undl'r any other 
form of human bCJCictr, nnd which conl:ltitutc evidently a link in the chain of uni- 
\'e
al OI"tler, Nay, tr:.l\"er:--e in {'very direction, if you \\ ill, the \":a
t empire:; that 
ha\"e lo
t lInity-nJ wllt're will pHI ('\"pr find the:--(' pt'('uliar and inalicnable 
titlc..., whidl rai
t. the Catholic morality ahove nIl that th' IllIrnan inteJligt'ucc of 
ito;elf had CVCI' tmlght, or the IlUlllan una....
i:")ted nature PVt'r practised; graces in- 
dl'pemlent of indivitlnalit)- of temper or geniu'\, of national d.aract('r, or local 
inflnt'IlCt', whi..h dt{,' all at1<'ml'1:-. to pr:li:--(' tlll'ln \\ orthily, or ('\"l'n to ddinc thelll 
\\ ith preci:-iol1, 
t'paratc:'d hJ a :-;1('11(1<'r, hardl.\ traet'aL1c:', bnt wholly impa:-,,.;aLle 
lim', from all human virtnl' ;-
r:1<,('S, than which Ilothill
 is fouud sWl'et
r, uotlr- 
ing 
trollger, like the dew of Irl'a\"l'Il, while tle:.,ct.mling in :--t'paratc ()r()p
, follow- 
ing a universal amI in\"ariaLIf' In\\, so no; to lx, pcrfl't..tly th
 :--.l1ll(, in C"
ch, tli"'pcnsing 
('<illal bem.diet ion O\"l'r th(' \\ holl' f
l(_'t, (If nature j-1!I":H't..., which tIre (')'CS ofhnrnan- 
it)" are Ilt'\'l'r quite pn'pal"t'tI to \\ itne..
, \\ hi{'lr, after having 1)(,'(,'n pra('ti
('(lllearly 
t\\O th()u
:Ulll )"C:lr:--, :"Ict'm ..till in l'ad. ('onÍl'mporary act a divine Ilovclty,-l)('- 
fore which, a...tonishl'tl snf}erer', amI tho 'C who drt'atl impcnding \\ rath, are often 
con
traiuctl, 3!3 \\ e have :,a Cll in the late affiidion
, ta) }"('nounce all their fOIlt1('
t 
pn:judi('(:-" amI to fall upon tlll'il' ku(.'ts in a I":lpture ofgratl'flll admiratioll ;-gift
 
that alrno:-t rt,lIth'r the J'l'r...on of man ange1il', go<lIib', whi{'Jr the ju..;t of tile mid- 
tIle .agl'
 all rel'ei\"l'tl, amI "hiel., ill the Catholic ehur'ch, \\ill be fouud for uvcr. 
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CHAPTER X. 


t

 RO
I a view of historical facts and characters during the middle ages, 

 
 r. Yi n attentive observer will ha,-e perceived that there were still many 
1'1_'" 1>ec
,liar featnres _of great importance in th
 system of C
tholic mo,.
l", 

 ty! !;' elf. besl<les those willch we have alre:uly examllleJ.. These It must he our 
object in the remaining pages of the sixth hook to investigate anù ex- 
plain. The difficulties which encompass persons without the sphere of 
unity in their first deliberations respecting the importance of returning to it, can- 
not be a 
ubject of surprise when we bear in mind that the question then before 
them is one which mu:-,t affect them in the mo:õt su
ceptible and intimate part, 
since it is one not alone of fo:peculation and ah4ract philosophy, but much more of 
practical life and manners-a seriolls deliberation truly, to use the words of Plato, 
ov yàp 7CEpì TOV i7ClTVXÓ1'TO
 Ó ÀÓYo
, åÀÀå 7CEpì TOV Ô1'TZya TpÓ7C01' 
XP
 t::[;1'.* In fact, where men had not been formed to the manners of 
the Catholic type, there was something far more difficult to overcome than any 
opinion before they could become living members of the universal Christian 
u- 
ciety. It was not merely principles and doctrines in that case that were to be 
changed. The men were to be changed : theil' soul:;, by means of new aCb, and 
volantary thoughts were to be put in a new psychological condition; things 
were to be brought out by the a
sociating principle in new intellectual combina- 
tion:;. 8t. Âmbro:;e remarks the connection between belief ami manners, saying, 
"ubi cæperit quis luxuriari, incipit deviare a fide vera."t Before a compari
on 
had been instituted between th
 moral philosophy of the ages of faith and that 
of latter times, it would have been well for many writers if they had studied the 
former in other sources besides the writings of the licentious satirists, and the 
annals of Scotch and EngJi
h wars. If the work of Richard of 8t. ''Tictor, De 
exterminatione maJi ct promotione boni, or his book de statu interioris homini:.:, 
or Abelard's trpati:õe on morals; "know thy!'(']( ; " ha(1 heen examim.(l, 01' if men 
had only read the twelve rules of John Pieus of ::\[irandula, entitled Regulæ Diri- 
gente
, or the letter which 8t. Francis mldres:.:ed to all the Christians, religiou..;, 
clergy, laic
, men and women, who dwe)) in the univer
al world, greeting them with 
peace from heaven and charity in the Lord,! I am willing to believe that we 


* Plato de Repub. Lib. 1. 


t Epist. Lib. VI. 36. 


t Wadding A[JD. :Minor. an 1213 
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llOuld ncver have Ucen toM hy l"t':,pectaLlc \\ ritcr:-ò that morality was now better 
Ull\h:r
tuoù. 
.. Tu form a good 
J:',tt'l1I of (.thi('s it i", j'f'(luireJ, fir"t that it hI' prreise, not' 
to giv
 place to tit(' ilhl:-òiHn:-ò Hf 
df-lo,'e; :-('comBy, eertaill, to hind firmly the 
liberty of m3n, \\ 110 woultl not he :-ul
e(.t to an uncertain law; thirdly, pre- 
dominant in the idc.1S of man, in orùel' to on-'rcolllc his } >as:--iuns; fourt}.)\" 
., , 
em('a(>iou:--, :lllministering :111 illtt-'rllal force to the 
i:,t.lI1ce of rc...
on, to !'u
tain 
man in the praeti('c of hi:-. duty." "All thl':.:e flualitipi'," col1dudd 
pl'tlalieri, 
"Lt')ung to the Catho)i(' n-'Ii
ion, alll) to nu orJl<'r."* 
The C()u
\(l'J(-'''l'C Hf the 1110..1('rl1 pr.lIl'ip1e of priv:ltP jud.rllU'ut. whid. rL'tll1l"t-'() 
the Chri
tiall religion to the rank of Imlnall 1"(') iJ!iun, awl from lx'ing a dcpo:-it uf 
faith to be the 
port of men'
 fancib, \\.1.'; that tll(,1 c aru"e 115 many npiniOlI
(,CJn 'rn- 
ill
 it U
 t)lf're Wt're 11t':ul
, JI(,'C eire3 en..dpIHIa tantlllll, "'t-'(I cire:l agt'lIl1a qlloqul'; for 
it is a fiU't of hi..tory :lml of (':\I
rielJ('t', that there wen' not \\anting pt'r:-Ol1S who 
hOU
J.t to ju..ti(\" from the Ilc)),y Scripture.., th(.ft, a(lult{'r
, and lHurder. It will 
he in vain to talk of nppe.lIing to extreme instRUl.'eS, aUlI lIf drawin
 um.lm: in. 
feren from them ,\1u-'u \\c hR\e the histori(oJ of GermallY, ô"irz{'rlalld 31)() 

'othulll, furlll:-òhing a com'urrt'nt hAimol1)" to the trnth or'this 3':-: .rtioll. \ cus- 
tom pl'evail<,-'tJ in the ('anton of Bcrnt', a..;...ocÏatl-'t1 with the fir
t c n mmuniol1, whic'h 
it i:-- imp
ible to Jl.....ribe in th '
e }>a
t.s, tuul which, a
 the count of fStoIherg k- 
fore hi:, ('ou,.crsioll r('marked, could Oll)
. be el
 -'wll('I.(' 
ought for arnollg t)u' in- 
hahitant:) of the 
"\outh 
('
, I:-hlllll
.t Emlmvoring, tlwl"{'fon>, that at h-,:,..t the 
rult' of l11alllll'I":-. might he pl'(':,,(.n'{'tl fl"OlI1 wreck, othel" mcn, la,ying a:-icle the in- 
tcrpn.tatiou of the ..ael"t.d hook
, ,'pplil'tl tll<'m
.lv' to the tud)" of \\hat \\"3,:) 
tLI"lI1l.d the law of natnre, founded on the authority of human rea<';\Jn ; !'oupposing 
that thcy \\ 1.0 ditll'rl."tl concerning n',o('lation might be m
ule to agr
 upon 
moral doetrillt';-l. II"lIl.'e a CII
tolJl pl'('vail{-'(1 of t(-'aching a moral d i:--ci pi ine with- 
out any n-'fl-'relJ('C to ft.-,Ii riou, and of !'uhmittillg all tluties to the tribunal of human 
r('3...on: which J!avc hirth to inllulIl{'rah) , treati ,(., on moral philosophy and the 
la\\ of nature, in \\ hich Christian moti\"t::) wcre laid a
ide, and th(' office of in- 

tru('tioll w:,
 a!-o('rihc-'() to phil,,:-Op)'y, a'" in the )U'athen hook...! .Accordingly 
o 
illl- 
ilar waê the n'
ult, that the wor,ls of Ci("t'ro mi
ht he taken into all)' narrative of 
recent tilllC.
, and pa

 for a tnit' ddinl'ation (If th{'II). "OtJH'r pl'(,{,l'pt., ha\'e now 
s\lcl't'elled to th . 'e," :-iL)'S the philo"1pher, "tJU-'reforc 
ome holt), that wi<.:e men 
shoull) e)o all tJ.in
:-; for the o.:ake ofpleasnr(' ; for ('vcn from this turpitud(' of 
pecch, 
learned 1I1l'1l h:1\"e not fll'l1. Others think that di
nity i.. to he joiu('cl with p1e.,...- 
ure, that things greatly at variance with e.ieh ot}1f'r may be eonjoinl.'d by the fac- 
ulty uf langnag-e. The)? who appro,.e of that unp c1irPt.t cour!o>e to prài,,(' with la- 
bor, aI'e now left a)mo
t alone in the school:,. Propp jam soli in scholi
 sunt reo- 


· Speclf\1ieri de diritti den' uomo. IV. t Heise in der Schy,eiz 20 B. 
t , 
nt ur., de 
I('I hodo PhiJosophandi. cap. 3. art 5. 
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licti. This way, therefore, is now left desert and uncultivated, and already it is 
grown over with leaves and bOllghs."* 
A wondrol1s thing indeed it was, amI mo--t worthy of the attention of nwn 
truly wi:-:e, that whilst all people every where wllo had bef'1l trained according 
to the traditions amI discipline of the Catholic church, po:-;..essed sure prinf'ipl('''1 
of ju:,tice and virtue, so that the rudest minds, ahhol1
h unable to give accurate 
definitions, neverthelc..;s knew perfectly what was good, what was ('viI, what was 
agreeable to nature, what repugnant; in a word, all dutie'"i and a11 prin('ipll''';, amI 
Wf're able to exerci;o;e a right judgment rC:-ipl'Cting all the offices of liff', the mpn 
who wi
hl:'d to he cal1ed wise, and the reformers of the church and of philosophy, 
were still di:,puting in schools respecting good and eviI, and the fimndations ofa 
happy life, the origin of law!', and duties, the principles of govprnment anll of 
society, and with such violence and diversity of sentiment, that af(('r 80 many 
ages of disputation they were unable to agree in any definiticn; there being Some 
found l'\.l:'n to palliate if 110t to appro\"e of sins that Gentilrs in their parables 
condemll to their aby:,
 and horrid pains; 
o that there was more judgment among 
the ignorant and rus[ic multitu<le, among boys and women than among bearded 
philosopher
; more in the workshops of artizans than in tile lyceums of learned 
men; and 110 kind, no condition or 
ex were so wanting in moral truth a;; tho:,e 
pbilo..;ophic inquirers, whose only employnll'nt wa
 the investigation of tmth ; 
the word-: of Cieero being 
tin appli(,:Ihle to philosophers, "(pmnto mt:'liu
 hæc 
vulgus impel'itornm." The moderus seem to think, that in the judgment (If 
morals a5 of poetry,t there is nothing ,,-hich gives pleasure or ilHlignation, but 
what is mutable; nothing in the prineiples of human 1"ocietr, or in the' rule of 
human dutie
, fixed and eternal. The arrival of each new sophi:--t i:ì tlH'refol'(, 
haile(l as the harbingel' of :-,ome fre:;;h light, which is to dispel the clolllls awl 
uncertainty in which their moral philosophy may he Etill in\'olved. LI.t the 
sy
tem of this :-itranger be ever so extravagant and absnrd, still if it only 
cem 
to be uew, and above all if it hath been condemned by the Holy See, there are 
in
tant!.Y found ingenous amI eloquent men to advocate it, and to encourage the 
author. 


"Undique visendi studio Tlojana jnvcntus 
Circumfusa. ruit, C'ertantque ilIwlere C.lpto." 


In general on these occa
iol1s they are divided between the advice of the rash 
Thymoetes amI the prudent C

py
, 


"Scinditur incertum studia c()[1traria vulgus." 


IR the novelty to be admitted or not? becomps the question with a Christian 
people, who were to have been establi;;;hPII and rooted in the faith once tr
ns- 
mitted, amI per.;;evering unto the end in the doctrine of the apo!'tlc:--. The men 
of Catholic ages knew that there is an eternal law, as Bt. Thumas remarked, not 


· Pro. )1. CæJin, 17. 


t lIor. Epí.:t. II. 1. 
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from thel"P Im,"in
 h('('n from dl.ruity tho:-:f' who might he ",nl
l'd to it, 
in('C G(KI 
alOlI(' is frollll't4'rnity, hnt bt..>eau..e tlaillg:i which ('>..i..t not in th('m, 'In'sexi
t in God, 
inasrnl1t'h :IS tiH'
' :In' fìlrl'knO\\n alul pre-ordain.J h). him.* The Catholie 11:lIl 
hi
 t.yt'", alway
 fhp(lupon what i", arr:lII ò "t'tl al'('OIO(lillg tIt p<,rfl.'Ct anJ ch.rnal 
o!"(lpr, ami tht'rt'fore it wa", lu' who attailH'tl to that (,OIHIition Ile
crihptl hy PIato, 
for in c
nst'(lllell('t' of havillg 
lIdl all ohj(.(,t he 11l'itlll'r cornmiUt'll nor :-uffl'I'('d 
illjn:,ticl', binL"C "hen hc :-uf1Î.'l"('(I, he on I.,' slln
'rc(l \\ hat pruvilleuce perrnitt('(l, ami 
Jl}o\"l'tl :llwa) S ronformahly to l"t h"'Oll :mù to order.f ::;1. \ugu"tin 
pl...l
s in nu 
1I1('.I..llrt'd h'rm
 of:lII opiuion \\ hich would IIOW he d('
igllatt
,I:1"i lilwral, and 
:-ay:ö, that U:-OIUl' hcin:; mO\"f'd h.,. the va rid)" of illllllml'I'ahh' ('II
torllS, :-It'''pillg 
men a..., it W('rl', "ho ha,'c Ill'\'l'f ri-\C1l from the 
lcl'p of ft)lIy, lIor :1wal\.('u('ll to 
tltt' light of wi:-tlom, think that there i') no ju
tiC'e in ir...elf, but that the ('n...tol11 
of t':1('h cuuntry ('on..:.tituh'..; jn<,tice, whi('h mu..t therefore var)." c. fluT do not 
p('rcf'ivc," hp a')l)", , that the rule of not tIoing to otl1('r:i what you 110 not "i..h 
tlwy 
hol11tl (10 tu you, (':1Il Ile\"cr vary, whidl ,"nh'nc' wlll'n rdl'rretl to the love 
of ( ì, d b the dt....truptiol1 of al1 (.'rillle
."t 
During' tl)(, mi(ldlc agp..:, the Catlwlie rule of manncrs emanating to thept'ople 
from th(' dll1r('h, oh\'iat''tl the t1:lI1gt'r of ulI(,(,l"taint
' (Ir variation in the fulfil- 
nwnt (If 1111111:111 dutil''', c. E(.(,It'..i:L D..i 4'a (1'1:0 
!lnt (,Ol1tm fillt'1Il \"pl hOllall1 vi- 
tam non npprohat, Il( > t:u't.t:' This i what 
t. 
\u:;u:,tin :-a
':,. "Tlu' (.huf('h;' 
as :\h,lchior C'amb o1>"(:I"\'t'tl, '-(..mM not err in (It'li\'erin6' prccppt.. of mann!'r.., 
which are III'('('
--':Ir
' to 
:th.at ion) alii 1 ('omrnol1 tll tIll' whoh'dmr('h." I wh,("l the 
infallihility of)wT (If'(.i..ioll..; in lII:ittf'r
 of f.lith, IJ(,<-'(':.:
arily in\"lIln'(l (,(,I'tainty 
in rt'''p('('t to thc rul<, ofmannel's j fi)r from tIll' former nll'n I..no\\" :u'cur.Lt('ly \\ Ilt'rf' 
tn I'lal'C the l'hicf goot! ullll the t'hief 'viI, and a "i..ro bays, "wllt're thi-; i.., once 
t
IIU)(I, the wa
' or lifc i
 fOllllll j" il1\"f'nta vit...c via .....t l'onformatioll'lf' omnium 
offi..iorurn. 
 If the rule "If faith he Idt (11'pellllin
 on tl1(' pri\'ate jllfI';/Jwnt of 
imli\"i.lual:ö, tIlt' \\a)" of manlll'r.; ilH)('p("IlIp,lt of C'atholi(> tra(lition.., awl the ill- 
flnt'Il(,(, of the Catholic chur('h, win hl'('omc lik(, the way of darkn p ' Jcscrib'll by 
...l,:",'h)"lus: 


- i)v(joðoTfai1Ch).a 
. E/JA:",.lÉYOI6, Ie: d 6V(j(}IIJ..l,;r()l
 öJlc;,j'
.1 



Iorrover men wpre Ilot rClltlt.(.,) to the 1l<'Ct':--iit)" of (Irawing the practical infcrence 
for tÌtelll..dvt IJ from the prinl'iplt''i of faith, ho\\",p\.f'r clear awl 
.L":" might be rhe 
tIl,tInction. The people \\'('1"<' to he (':\prc
ly illsrructed, 
lS the dl'('rt'l'.... of I \"cs (Ie 
C'hartrc:i say, in all tlwir ('s-'il'lltial dlltic.'i tu GIKl, theil"ncighhor, :11](1 tJIt'III:-:.ch'c...-c 
The)' wcrë taught what St. BL:rnafll 
how:i in th(' third hook of hi..; l'mbilll'r:1tion
, 
that in all tlwir action..; t!ll')" wcre tn consider thl"ee thino'" fir
t) ,\'hat W:.iS lawful j 
"p('ol1,l1y, what wa
 clecorou'i; auel, thirdly, what wa'i expedient to (10. TIIl'Y 


,. I, 2. 9, 91, .\rl. 1. 

 Dc Pìniblu.. Lih. '" 


t Pbto de R 'pub. J..ih. YI- 
I Eumen ill. 3..d 


t )I,' Duct, J..ib. II I. Cd.P" 14. 
., Dc'cr('t. Par" \"Yo (' l:ït 
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WQI'e taught that the Chri:,tian life might be dpscribed. as Ro..mene S3J'8, in four 
words/-to do, to suffer, to be 
ilent, and to pray,-to do the dutie'i of ont"., srate i 
[0 suffer willingly the internal and external tribulations that God might .send; 
to be silent on the defect:-; of othf:>rs; and to pray to God incC::5santly in labor, ill 
temptation, in the hf:>ginnillg and ('nd of an works. Each man's own heart was 
to tell him whether he heard the worùs of GO(1. which were the criterion to determine 
under what Lamler he was enrol1ed: and in ordf:>doa..;certain that l )oint a,> St. Greer. 
, 0 
ory saith, he hac} only to a:o'k hilll
elf did he df:>.;;ire the celestial country; did ile 
refrain from fle:-5hly ]u:o't:-;; did he dee1inc the glory of the worlù; did he abstain 
from coveting what helonged to other:;, awl did hc give to others what was hi:-: 
OW11 ?"* 
Thus the destination of men wa:, perfectly dear to them, so long as they only 
asked the question what have they to do? though when they wished to know 
more than that, whether to unriddle the endlbs destiny in the life of one 
in
 
g]e man, in the hi:;tory of humanity, or in tllp whole course of nature, they were 
presented with mysteries which wiH, during the pre:,ent life, fin' e\'er remain hid... 
den to the human inteHigence. X 0 Catholic, where points of fact were set at 
rest, could e\
er be ignorant of what ought to be done in any of the great '!ue<õ;- 
tions, which agitate nations any lllOl e than in thp circumstances affecting hi:5 own 
private and dome.;;tic 
tate. E\'er}" member of holy church wa:5, as St. .An:-:e1m !'a
's, 
like a 
qllare stone, which stands equally well on anyone of it:, 
ix sides: for 
whether in pro:-,perity or in adversity, in free(1om or in suhjection, in s('cret or in 
public, he :stoo(1 firmly and per:-5i:;ted in his purpo::;e.t 'fhat IIubert remarks of the 
Spaniards, and of al1 people of the Sonth, that religion, custom, power, in short, 
the posit i\'e, determinf:>s many questions, the 
olution of which helongs generally to 
the province of rom
mee writer
,t was strictIy trne of the Catholie :-:ociNv in every 
country during the middle agps. Ta:::te, e]f:>gance, politeness. 
entimcnt, \\ere aU 
included in the fulfilment of duty. 
In later time:" abstr..lCtions have been l:5ubstituted for things. Even men who 
have an exact knowl('dge of what is right ana wrong, of what is a]]owM, and of 
what is forhidden, 
eem unable to recognise the aetual circumstanecs under which 
they are ca]]ed upon to put in practice what they ha\'e so often theoretically learn- 
ed. "'0 that in reality their religion is who]]y separated from Jife; it is an emhrpi- 
dered suit, which i:5 hung up in secret c10spts and ne\'er \\ orn, and thus they pa:".; 
thpir days amidst repeated oCC'3:5ions of obeying the law of God and of Imitatin1! 
Christ, without ha\
ing the If'ast ide..."1 that an ()cca:-:ion has e\
er opcn l_rf:>sènted to 
them of doing 130, 
:Xow in the midÆ.. ages, religion acted immediately and practical1y upon lifl'; 
it was an every day suit. In the fortune-teller, men beheld the person from 


.. Horn. XVIII. in Evan. 
t 
kizzen aus Spanien. Xl. 


t S. Anse]ml de SimiJitudinibus, cap. 1';3. 
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who1"C (loor tlH'Y 'wr(' to turn u" ay in "htulcl(,l'in
, in the pl'of:.mc a,..cmLIJ th. 
moment \\ l)('n the,>" werc llot to he a..hallll'cl of Chri:o-t, ill tilt' It'r'l iv
al the day 
C't 
up
u't from 'r\'ile \\ ork, in the poor beggar the Pl'r:-ou of thpir Lurt! to whom 
the cup \,a.. due, in the l.ro....; Ly the wa)' t;idc, a type of the mp;tcr}" whicla 
Vt'cl 
thr worM, in the pl"ie..t thc mini:o.ter of ('hri..t. IIen"c th(' harmony LctweelJ th · 
e
tl'rI!al on)c.r :U1cl till' pirly ()fthr f:aithful wa..; IH'l'
('n'l.,(1. It i:- not that (''\tpmal 
('ircUlH:o.tanl.'t..
 arc at prt'''l'nt waBtill
, but that tlap art of l"l'C'oglliJ'ing them is lo:-t, 
which i:> ul..o, one (Bay n'mad" hy thp \\ a
', tilt. :al"t of l'(.nclNilig life pol'tie.ll; for 
it i:o. thi:, reclueiug of rl'lilrion to aL:-.traction:-. \\ hi(.h makt...lifc :>u lUonotoliulIS amI 
unpictUI'
.""tPll,:-1 pro
ljcanll material 
ren UO\\ talk ufrl'alities as (lppo
,l to 
tlu' fiw('ie:-. of youth am) the tenclprlH"S.i of an Ulwnlightl'lll.'(l (le,"otioll, witlumt 
k nt'\\ illg what rl'al ities in fact an', th01l
h not hing- ('all he ca..;ier than to di,,("u\"l'r tlli:-. 
[hc C
lth()lic lif' \\as a life of poc-:,y amI of ideal hl.aut,., for n'ality is origillal :-ill. 
\\11at i
 thc idc.ll? In meu, the idrol Illu:,t be citlu\r abunI,Ol. cl...c thc type which 
wa..; in t
od's minc) ht'fore original !o-in. Tlwrcfore tlH' Catholie lifl', wllilt' ill the 
high(...t .Il.
n'(. pOl.tie, Wa'i in tll(. :-tl"Ìct(':o.t N'U,..C a lift' of duty. E\'er
' thin
 \\a..; pn'- 
ci:o.e ami ddiuit . in it:- ('our"p. Do you !o-uppo:-t' that a :o.:lvut:c :UHI I"f.('kl".... path, lil..e 
that of!-o Ill
m)' cli:ooeiplf' ofu lllod.'l'U pod, i:-. lUorc ('c)J)geui:ll to the mu..'? Y uuarc 
111 (.rt'or. En'n f()C theattaillJllf'llt ofwlaat lliO..;t ellcll.lut:, tlap he.lrt of un..;ophi:o.ticat- 
('(I youth, the C'atholil' l'OUl
t. wu.. mofl' invitiuJr thuu a \\ ilcl cIc cIimtioli of il:-t'lt to 
ullpatlll'tl \\:1(CI":oI, UlIC)rmlU('Cl :o.I1Orc'" 1I10..t ('('rtain tn miN'.'i(.s l'nllu
ll. Hut to re- 
tUrI!, it \\: . tlllt. of till' grlatl.:-t ('Iwractcri:o.ti("..; of the Catholic IUCll1llit)", aud one of 
till" 
r('at nth"alltngt.:, of it authurity, that it prevcnh'C1 all the 
ophi..m.. of the p
- 
!-ions \\ ith a pl"l.'<.'Cpt or a c.1c.'cbration. TIIlI", us !\Ianzoui remark.., \\ Ill'u it wa
 di..- 
1'1lt.'C1 \\ hetlll'r II1t'U of u diflèrt'ut l'()lor from EUropl.lIl:i ought to ht' ('ou..i,Jc.'rl'cl 
a:o. lI1l'n, thc ('hun'h, IH,uri.w on tlH'ir forellt'ac.1:-- the n' rrncrati,'c water: illlpo:,cc.1 
:-ilcnc' for cver upon that tli
'u. ..;ion.* 
Si
mol1c.li :-..l
"S that thc d1Ureh, Ly forbiddiug mf'U to "P(>dh evil of each other, 
lias prl'\"t'nkd tI.l'ln from E'xprt......ing tlU' ju...t jaul
rul'nt upon ,'i."tue ancl viee, 
alltl ha..; put truth to f-ileue('. Th.. ft.}'ly of 'IanJ'oui d(':o.t'r\'C'S gn.at aUt'nti"n. 
,. En.ry tinH'," he Sl)"
, "that a per:-on im:wirH':i lal' ha..; fOUllC1 iu till' Catholic re- 
ligion au 01> tacle to &)mc H'ntinlt'ut, action, or iu:,titntiou, ju..t ami u..dnl, gCller- 
CHI:-- and tcndill
 to '-uCial improvemt'nt, on .xaminillg it \\'cll, he will fincll.itlH'r 
that the oh..tade doc>; nut e
i
t, :uul tlaat it
 upp('.lI":ml
' aro...c !'olt.ly froln not hav- 
ill
 l-'uf1ìC'ieutly oh!-C'rvt'd rC'ligion, 01' ('I:o.e that this thing ha-.; lIot the dlaractcr aml 
the 
nJ whieh it seems to have at th, fÌl":--t "if'\\". Ik:3ides the commou illu-;ioll 
which 
pring" from the \\(:dkn ..; of ctur uuclc.'stanJing, there is a con
t:Ult t'mp- 
tation of hypocri:,:y, from which even the pl1
t minds amI mo
t tll'="irou
 ofgootl 
are not t'xpmpt, of an hyp()eri
y whiC'h u,..:o-oeÏat(.:o- the idl-a of a greater good, the 
idea of a generous inclination with thc de
ircs of the prroorninallt pas
iOD. If 


· 08
ervazioDi suUs Moral
 Cattolica, 103. 



AGE::; OF FAITH. 


66:f 


under such influeuee we condemn the rule of morality, we run the risk of 
cr-ving 
some reprobate sentiment, which we do 110t conf

s ('yen to our:oòelve,.;.* On the 
other hand, from this p03itive and authoritative nature of tile law of rmllllU'rs, it 
followed that the dangers which attend a thir:-,t for ju
tice were obviated. 
It is a common reflection of Catholic moralist
, that scruple..; only procec(l from 
spiritual pride. This profound reflection i:-; a pl"Oof among many, of the aecuracy 
and depth which they have employed in the Htudy of the human milicI, amI ill the 
detection of the intrieate windings of the pa
:-;ioll:-;. )Ianzolli ob,.;el"\'c'" that thi-; 
moral malady att&;ts the excellence of religion. The tendency to perfl'l'tioll is!'o 
inseparable from it, that it is manifested at length even in the troubles alHlmi:oòer)" 
of the man who profe:'\ses it. A mind dpvoured by the dread of not bein
 
uf- 
ficiently ju
t, !-o as to lose its tranquillity, might have appear('d a... a prodigy of 
virtue, if religion herself, 
o 
uperior to the views of men, had not shown in' 
8ueh a milld ai
po
itions cOlltmry to tru::5t, to humility, and to Chri:-,tiall frecelom ; 
if it had not furnished the idea of a virtue from whieh all disorelinate movements 
are excluded, and which in pl'Oportion as it advances to perfeption, find::; itself 
nearer to peace and to tlw highe!o"t reason.t 
The re
ults of extrayaganee in momls were profimndly estimated by the phi- 
losophers of the middle age. "Ob=,erve," says Richard of 81. 'yïctor, "that by 
how much more imprudently and immoderately anyone ca:;ts him
elf down, 
to so much the more iu
ane and enormous pride ùoes he afterwards gi\"e way. 
1\lark in this I\:ing Nebuchadonezzar, the inconstant and indiscreet humiliation 
which is succeeded by more than human pride; for he who fir,...t adored Daniel, 
afterwards set up his own 
tatue to be adored."! ",rhat sort of charity is thi
," 
Eays 8. Bonaventura, "by which YOLI will at one timp love your neighbor more 
than yourself and beyond the commandment, :1I1d at another so little that, contrary 
to the commandment, your love for him will be di

olved by fa\'or or fear, di
- 
tul'beù by sadn
:3s, contracted by a\"ariee, weakened hy ambition, distorted by 
honors, cooled by envy? ':Xoli nimil1lH e

e ju
tl1
.' It is !'ufficient that you 
love your neighbor as yonrself. 'Implere pril1:-;, et 
ic curato cffunder(',' "
 
The precision of the rule of duries furni:,hed even occasion to mallY striking 
scenes, which history does not disdain to record, and gave dignity to acts that 
wouhl otherwi
e have seemed too trifling for notice, as when Fructuo
o, bi
hop of 
Tarragona, going to martyrdom, rc.fu:-,eù a drink which was off('red to him, 
aying 
that the homo of breal.:ing the fast was not come. 
..\gain, it should be oh:'E'I'\"ed, that the only justice, the only morality recog- 
nized by the Catholic discipline, was that which involved a11 virtues and tlw 
fulfilment of all dutie:", the mo
t common and vulgar as well as the mo
t rare 
and sublime. "King Edward the Fourth," ....ays the monk of CroylamI, "te
ti- 


>> 239. t Yd. 292, t Richard. S. Viet. de Eruditione Hominis Interiori
. Lib. I. 1. c. 37. 

 lIeditat. Vitæ Cl1ri"ti, cap. 47. 
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fif"ll tlU' mthulic.it)" uf lii:-- lIJilul ut t1..-1:&..t ; fi.r lit' matlc rE'stitutiol1 toevery man 

 hum lit" h:ul ch.fmwlc.tl u.. iJljurt't) Ly (.'ttortiun ; :IIUIIJO better end could it. 
haw' Ul3d
 thull thi.., in "hid. he t'lult'avol't'tl to imitate Z:u'(.h
u..;, and with thi
 
illh.ntion Ill' might have hop(', fi... it i.. lIot ......itl that 'hri
t h.ul rt....Ix..'Ct to th · 
wo..k.. uf l..at't.I'R'II.. Lut to hi.. l1lillt1."* III likl' 111:II1U(''' lIeul"\' the &.('OU(J em- 
," , 
lK>ror Blltl third king, 111:ltlt- I"t...tituriull at hi.. c1t.:lth of prop....ty whic-h he bad 
-iz '(I in hi
 nngt'r, Bud 
k('(1 pardon of all whom lit, 11:1t1 injurl'tl. t 
IIt':lr how filther John tIe \ \.ila rt'pli
 tu a gmndt't' of Hpain \\ Ian WD.-i sick, a(1(
 
\\ Iw h:ul \\ riUt'n to u
k his mh'ire. "If )'Ou :--houltl have 
im'(l an)" thing at 
phi)', I \\ i:-h you wOlllt) rf':",tore it, al
t I if )'OU ha \'l' (,U('t}U mgl"tl 01' rt'(l'H':-:tf"l I ot hrf'3 
to pl3y snd tllt'Y have )tI
t, T \\ ish you wOllltl restore to tllt'm ,\ hat tl1('Y 10:o.L 
Y un should publish through all th ' chul'('h
 of )'tHlr St.'lh" that if any of your 
sc'rvants or offiN.'
 shuult1 ha\" 
 <lou' injury to auy l)ne )"ou are nuxious to repair 
it."! 
Shak(':--I)('31'(> who llraw1'o from lift' in Catlwli(' :"ociet)" tlt':--cril)(.s lIallllet'ä uuc1e 
as wantiug no iu
tructioll Ill'rl'. 


'Uut,O, \\ hut fnrm (If pra) er 
Can sent' W) turn! }o'lItf!ive me ID) foul murther ! 
Tb"t ('80llnl hi' ; "inre I 8m HI j, I po :-t.
i'd 
Of tilt,,..,. I'fTt"('t
 for \\ hkh I rlilillaf' murlbcr, 

[y ("rown, mine 0\\ n IImhitinn, ftllCl my qUef'n." 


I t is a t..'OlIlllltHi upinioll y, ith ml"lt'rn I-lIpt.rfi('iul \\ ritt'r
, that the clergy praised 
indi:..t'rimillut('ly all \\ ht) Ta\'e ri('llt's to tI. - ('IIIII'd., Dlul that b.r libcmlit). to the 
c1('rgy nWIl lx-liev(..1 thf'IU
l.h', dispcnSf't1 frOll1 oL .rving juc;:tice in their... IIlar 
n-Iatiou
; nntl lU'rP 'VI' :-llOUltl remark, lu)\\ tot3l1y th('}" nre tll't'Civetl il1 (,l1t('r- 
tainin
 it. Xot ("'('n rrom tl... (':&..lIal uh
'rvation:-;. of thn
 \\ ho \\ rotf' Upol1 
I-lIhjt.'(.t.. that h:ul nnt irnmt'(liah' ('ul1n(,(.tion \\ ith moral:" ('311 the)" filltl for it :, 

hatlo\\ of 
ronll(l. I1t'ar how Romuald, art'hhi..twp of Sa}el.JltJ, bp(.
ks of King 
\\ïllinm "f "'n'il)". "This king," baith he, '
grl.ltl}' \"('Ilcr'dtf'<] the pcr:-'(HI:4 of 
("('rlt.
ia
t i(
, nl1tt pnridlPtI tlw ('lergy wit It 111:111)' gift:', aUt 1 left j n hi!i h':-tanJl'llt 
lar}!t' t-1111l
 to })t, ('x,M'n(lt'(l fiu' UU' "Uf,.t
. ot his :-0111. HE' was n vi(.torioUi king 
hy ,,('a uncI lalul, but hUh'fui to his ...uhj .t...; more fcarPtI thnn loved; in 
heaping lip mûnf'Y very b{.licitoub, in expenùing- it not ....ufficielltly lilX'ral."i 
The (':Itholil' eli:-'Cipline \\u.:i V(lr)' 
tri("t with n'günl to tho
e (Iuties whie.Ja n1t'n 
\\ lw afl('(.t gn'at intell('('hml (.l(.vatiun, nml particularl)' tho
 who prctt'ud to re- 
f(mll plailo:"'Clplay, un' \"pry apt to ov('rluClk. III tlu,' law:.. of the 'Yisigoth
, we 
I't.aad that thpre is no asylum fi)r tlehtnl"'i in a church. The church defends no 
(It'htor, hut dt'lin'r
 him up, pro\'idt'd he i Dot to lw bound or F:truck ; hilt in 
pre:,,('u('(' of the prit'l-'t or tleat..'01i tilt' time is to he fi'{t'tl fi)r paying the debt.1I On 


· lIi..t. f'toy]anclclisis in Rer. AneJic" 
('ript. 
: Jobn tk Avilu, Part II. Epillt- 62. 
1.t'1!t
 \\ï!ooi
lIlhorum. Lib. IX. tit. Ill. 4. 


Tom. I. :ib-t. f Chronic. IIlrsau
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 Rer" Italic. Script. Tom. \ì 1 
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the other hand, there was a heavy })('naJt)' hy the civil laws ßgain
t attacking 
the dead on account of debb, an(1 insulting their funerals.* 
\Yhen Gonsalvus Sancius, a man of arms at first, was converted to a n>ligious 
lif"', he deempd it not enough to clothe him in good St. Francis's girdle, but he 
di"tribuwd all his goods among his ereditors; and finding that there was not suf- 
ficient to repair the lo
ses which he had o('ca!o'ioned while conducting the armi
 
of Peter, king of Castile, he presented himself, with a cord tied round hi
 nP<'k, 
toal1 whom he had injured, and implored their pardon.t René P3zzi, who had 
shown from the firRt a horror 3t the con"'piracy tlf his family, in which he had 
refused to take part, was nevertheless involved in the ruin which followed its de- 
feat, and barbarously executed. He had always been very bountiful in nlm
 
to the poor, and a great benefactor to tllP dmrcheR. On the eve of the day of the 
fhtal enterpri
e, he Il3d paid all hi
 dphts with great exactne!'s, and had returm.d to 
the owners all the goorls which ha(1 been depo
ited in his warehouse, or at the 
cu
tom-house under his name, in order that if any misfortune overtook him, no 
one might receive injury through him. 
Those debtOl' stones, whieh ma)" be :-;een at Padua, V ('rona, Florence, and Sienna, 
before whieh a debtor used to he delivered from the pur
uit of his creditors, on 
condition of his swearing, after a humiliating ceremony, that he had not five francs 
in his possession, indicate that in those times there was le'-:5 intrepidity in 
crime and le
" 
everity in legi!'lation than in fo'ub!'equent 3ges. To the:-;e exact 
principles must he traced that wil"e and minute e('onom)" which was such a 
characteristic of many of the ancient kings. of which there are such striking iu- 
stances in the lin
s of Charlemange and other heroic Catholic princeg. The AL- 
bot Alexander 
ays that Roger, king of Sicily, was never iùle for an in
tant, but 
when not otllerwi!'e employed, he wrote or read documents relative to affair
, f(>r 
of every thing there \Va!' an exact ßccount kept in writing, and he gave nothing 
with inconsiderate liberality, heeding the common maxim "whoso liveth not ac- 
cording to number, will live to shame."+ The lesson which Dante learned in 
Paraùise, was taught to each man on earth in Catholic times: that if pvil fruit 
should follow good intent and strict obedience to the law of justice, all the ill de- 
rived from hi!' well doing will not harm him aught, though it have brought de- 
struction on the world.
 
Even the admirers of lhe !lIodern opinions could not but re
pect this inflexible 
justice in the followers of the uncient faith. "Queen )Iary," 
aith 'Veevel., "re- 
signed to God and holy church ån those ecde...ia
tical revenues which had lx>en 
al1nexe(1 to the ('r O W I 1 in the time of KinO' Hl'nn" savin r ,. , ( with a Christian and 
I:) """' I:) 
princely resolution, I rnu
t ('onff'
s.) to certain of her ('ounsellors who objected 
that her crown imperial could not be honorably maintained and furni
h('d with- 


* Gregorlns Tho]n
ßnus Præ]uòia Juriscon
IlJti, Lib. II. 
t Wadding Annal. :Minor. Tom VIII' 
t De Rebus Gcst. Rogcrii, Lib. IV. c.3. Rer. Italic. S<:,ript. Tom. V. 
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out tilt, pO...:'f's....ions af 't.!-aid, 'that :"-h(' 
('t mort' hJ tlu' :-:ll\'ation of her soul than 
:--hc ,lid h)' tl'n kin"...lmn...' ". 
'rhilf' tht' ..tric.t an(1 po
itivc princ'iplc..; ofCatllOJic 1l1OmJit}, protedC'cl dqu.n- 
(Ic'nts from th
 injlL...ticc (}f sllpcrio
, tll(:
J afl0 rol'(l110 le....s b 'Curity to the lattl'r 
a 6 ainst th, cli..h()nl'..t
. oftho
" whom tlu\)" cmplt)
.c'(1. 'fl'T(.ha"tRdi(lnotfillll in tIle 
('upiclity of tIlt'ir ng(,l1ts ..uC'h oh..t
u.lf'
 that ,'\"c'n a lucrative opc.ration prt'scntf'cl 
tlU'Ul tllc' ('hance of ruin if thp)" did not pf'r..;onally ('owlul't it in all tll(' clt'tail..;. 
.\.....ur''ClIy, t!Jf'rt' wa
 a gf('.Lt ("()IIlIlll'f(.ial adi\.ity during the miclcllf' :l;r..; i hut it 
cli,1 not il1\"olve 
p(-'('nlntinn
 without r(-'g-arc) to ju..tic'C, hankruptci p .., :lIHl all the 
other at1c'IICJant
 on a gc.ncml cl"1Il0..li7ation. The moch'Tlt gn\'t'fllllwnt... ha\.f' 
hegun to cli..;c'('rn hnw fiLtal fc)r the ht:1tl' is tlat> intllll'lu ' of ilulh.j,lual cupidity, 
und more than once the mini:.;ters of (,olllml'rc'e ha\"
 n
'(l a langna
(' in tlu.ir c.ir. 
('ular:-. \\ hiC'h wonlel not ha\"t> 1>.,,('11 out of pl:ll'C ill 0111' dmrc'lws. 'ot a )jule' r('- 
marhahl ' is tli -' maUlll'r in which the ullcompromi...ilig :mcl prc,,'i
 ju..ticc uf the 
Catholic <.1j
('i pline appears to ha \"l' illfhll'llcnl t:Vt n t II<' mUll ;ripal la \\ s of c.it il'
, 
amI the minllt(' ordimlllC't.!'- of poli('e n"'J)('(.ting tlwl1\, whic.h in point of wi..e pro- 
\"i
ion for tIll' 1walth ami 
t'('nrjty of tIlt' inhahitants \\('r(' far dit1èn'nt from what 
th(' IlJoch'rn!' arc in the habit of ..uppo:ooinþ!. The nW:I!o.lm',;; orclailll'ti for the ('it)" of 
L)'on in th" tim · of t;t. I oui!'-, :nul of I... i 11 CJ13I"I<.., t ht! l;'ift h, tilt' ordinances of the 
magi4rat.s from tl1(,' )"rnr 1261 to 11":.> ,\ ol1M cJo honor to the h(.:.;t regulat('(I 
municip3Iit), of the pr(':--t'l1t cb
..t The illtt'n
t'; (.\"t'n of learning wc're Ilf'rp pro- 
motc'Cl,3..... may he \\itlll'
N'C1 in tIll' ..trid jU1-ti('c wlli('h was f('<J.uirec1 in the ..ale of 
ho()k
, ancI 'Cul"l'C:l h
. the ",t.atutc'. of till' uni\"l'r
ity of Pari'\ in the thirt('enth ('('11- 
t ury. Dant(' bt'holds the uc:urer in hell, ami E3
'S that his \\as a crime that oflènd
 
C('l(,!o'tial goocln ........ '-'nch wa tlae b..lief of the middle a
.:oI. 
nuiher-t, ahhot of NOg'ent, rplatt s a clft'adfnl f'
ampl('. A notorious 1.!i'Ur('l' 
at Laon hC'ing on hi!'> dl':lth-l)('d cl('mamling interc.'4 frum a poor woman who had 
paid him the principal, ancl \\ 1.0 in \":UI1 Implor('(1 its r('mittanl'f', pcn-iste<I, declar- 
ing that the interp!'t mu...t be paid. 
he brin s it dchc'ient onl)" in one lX'nl1}", arlll 
pla
 the mon('}" h('fore him; he !'-\\ t'ars that II<' will ha\'c that OIW. S!.e 
a
ain goes away, aucI lK'youd her hopp
 fiml'i it, ancl hring... it to him. Bt'in
 
now in his agony, he 
'i.l..c."i tll(' pil,('C of mon..)", pUN it illto his mouth, ami !mal- 
lowing it hy a('('iò('nt, hreathps ont his 'Oul, and with that viaticulll migrates one 
can ('onN'ivp whitlwr: hi!'> hod
" i:-. <'3Jo,t out, and dc,
t'T\'('(lIy n:j('(.tpcl from 
:u'r(-'(J 
pl:u'(.... 
o l1Iu("h fc)l' tIlt' ('orrocl..r... of flu' po()r.
 In tilt' ccmllcil of L
'UlI
, 
\\ I:ich ("onc)l'll1m'cI the lll'r....y of tho." ('aIIt'cl the poc)r l1Ien, it was orclail1t'C:l that 
JlO pril...t should receive to conf
ion a manifest amI notorious u.surer, and that 
no absolution conld 1)(-' granh'(l to him until he hacI made rt.
titution, or gin'll 

uffìciellt H'C:'ul"it)" that he would do "'0 n
 far as he was ahJe. 'FoulquCo':i, the cele- 


· A Discourse of Funeral Monuments, 115" 
t Pafaclin lJi!-t. de Lyons, Liv. II. cap. (ji. tj
. f,i. nnd 110. t JIic;t Universit Par. Tom. III. 

 (;\I1!wrti (I,' 
ovi
ento de Yil.l Propria, J ill. Ill. cnp. 18 
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brated preacher, particularly directed his zeal against usury, which ha(ll)('{'n in- 
troduced from Italy into France about this time, and ruany usurc..
, after lll'aring 
bi
 sermon:;:, restored their unlawful profit.. to the poor.* "'hen Rodolph, 
of Habsberg, was asked why he did not give part of the goods of the Jews to 
some churches, instead of distributing all among the poor, he replied, ".Do you 
not know that the
e goods were acquired hy usury, and therpfore unjustly gained j 
but the church of God is holy, and can only be honored with goods that have 
heen obtained with justice."t The ho
pitality and munificence of Regina1do 8cro- 
"iBio were celebrated through all Italy; hut the generom5 use which he made 
of his immence riches could not tranquillize his conscience. Contrite for the usury 
of which he had been guilty, ancl for which Dante rashly places him in the Inferno, 
he went to Rome, and being enjoined to make restitution, was ab:.;olved h)' Pope 
Benedict, who had been his guest and friend. _tftel' his death, Henry, his :,on, 
moved by filial piety, and concern for his soul, purchased the arena, at Padua, 
on which had been a theatre, and on the :-:pot erected a magnificent church, which 
he adorned with the paintings of Zoto.::: Tho:-;e who would learn what were 
the usurious iniquities of the Jew5, and their abettors in Italy, many of whem 
were persons in authority, in the fifteenth æntury, 
honld consult the :o;ermons 
of Bernardille of ::\Ionte Feltl'O, whom they sought to poison, on account of his 
zeal in protecting the people from them, and the report of local historians of that 
time, commemorating the foundation of mounts of piety, with the pontifical bulls 
e
tahlishing the same, which were instituted at his suggestion in almost aJl the 
cities of Italy, a glorious mOllument of the order ofSt. Francis, in testimony of 
its affection for the poor.
 
The church never allowed any money to be made of money, independent of 
compensation fOl. danger of loss or temporal injury.1I Calvin denied. that usury 
was a sin, whom many heretics followed, amongst others Claudius 
almasius, 
though with strange inconsistency they condemned the mounts of piety for re- 
ceiving any remuneration, probably because they were sanctioned by the popes, 
though these were administered by charitable persons who received no salary. 
Indeed in some places at first, as at Vicenza, money was given freely, only with 
an admonition to be grateful, and an intimation that whatever was voluntarily 
given would be expended in charity to othm's; in consequence of which many 
oflered a greater sum than was prescribed by Bernardine. .Although the l'hurch 
has not given allY formal decision, and it be probable that the question r('l;;perting- 
the practice of northern nations Ïn modern times, will be, neverthele
, detl'rmin('c1 
practically in its filvur, still, it is certain, that during the middle age
, the IClld- 


4< Bu]æu&, Hist. L'niversit. Parisiensi!':, Tom. II. 
t Trithem. Chronic. Hirsaugiensis ud an. 12
:
. 
t Bernardini Scardeonii Hist. Patavinæ, Lib. III. 13. 

 Wadd. Ann. 1tIinorum. Yo]s. XIY. and XY. 
I Joan. Devoti Instit. Canonic. Lib. IV. lit. X\ï. 
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illg of ß)onC'y, which Wc.l.., of no imlllt'(Jiate use to tlH'Ul'Ò('h'po.:, formed uneof tllP 
utlj( .' of humanity and charity, tH "hich IllPU anll Chri
tians belif'\"('(1 them .I\"es 
bOlilUl; * ami N. Tlwma..; \\a'" of opinion that they had no ..i
ht tt) make tl.. 
pt.r...on pay for tit(' a(l\"ant
lbre he (lerivt'(l from the loan, bt'(
lU...t that r('!'ult" (rom 
the u
 tn whie'h he Dppli{'{1 it, unO they had no right, he thought, t() make JlÏm 
p.ty for hi own inlln
try.t 
Hut if by It.nding m()nt'Y IIIt'II sliiTt'roo incon\"enicnce, or incurred danger, in that 
l'.I:--f" tJJt>Y Wt'rc at all tim..s pt'rmitft'tl tH reL'eive a mtKh'rate intel"l'!4. The legis- 
lation re:--p..'(.tin r the raft, of intt'rt",t ill the f'tawo{, which f>mhra(..'(l the 11f'\\ ()pin 
ions, prf':o.t'nt('(1 a ('nrioll' ('xalllple.of \\ hnt might rc.':mlt \\ hen thp !-)'bft'm of 
Callwlic momlity \\a... I.1bandoued, as m.J)" he witu 
. 1 L)' referring to the acts 
of tll(> EIIg'1i..h parliamf'nt ill the reign ofEliza})('th. Again the Catholicity of 
the ju4i('e of the agl
 or f:tith (Iitlnot a(lmit of tho.
f' 
t'pamtioll'" Bnd ..li\'i..iond 
wh iell :1pp...ar in tl)(
 "ritingi of 
r:lt'r()hiu. find PlotilHl..., \\ ho {'nUI11('mt(' f(mr 
.I.'
r of virtue, or of Plato, who eVPn pr '-.ents virtu 
 ()('I
l...iollally in 
I'\'eral 
th'ìachl'd par
, as piety in Euth)'phro, fortitude in L.lclu..., h'm(M"ranæ in l'har- 
mid.,..., frielHI:-l.ip ilJ J.)':--i(I...,; hut a. in '[('nn it wa
 1K'lw1tl in (\OI))W('tiOlI with an 
virhll'" bonH
 indt-'{'{1 of the aneil'nt -:lgt':ol, 11"" 
I('n('dinus of En.tria, und AI'Í:..ton 
ofChio, :mtl 31:><> 7
'n(), maintailH'<f that virtue \\'3:0) one 811(1 without plumlit)" of 
parts, though men 1-pole of it ul1{)er (lifferent term., it but CI")'ï-ippu thought 
that (.Ich virtue \\.""",, 801J)(,thin
 ùi..tinct an,1 prrf.'Ct in iL..;(>lf, and 0 intrOlIIl('('(I, 
:t... Plato :-ay", a whole "warm of virtu..., into philo:,ophy DIIII!'- 
'otll": oh"'f'J'\'t
l, 
"that tlll're i. no di",rilld.ioll of (':ot-.t'ntial pt'rft'(,tion
 in {;u<l ï"
 quoting ':--t. 
.\u
ustin, "Xon 
icut in crrotnra sapientia (.t ju:--titia Runt till 
 qualitnte-, ita in 
I ),'n, .J quo jn..titia ip t, et bollita:;."U 
jmiIarl)", tlat' fruit
 of ntial 
gn.lt'e in flU'1l emanutillg from one prinf'iple were IH'1tl to }X' in Jl(
:,ary ('tmllec- 
tion with ('ut'h other. "X(.ither i:01 tllt'rt>," 8.'i St. Clt'nwns .A If'X:Uldrillu
 
tith, 
"oue virtue for wumen and alJotllt'r for mt"n, but one uwl the t-ame for both i for 
temperance and ju tice, and all nthf'r ,'irtn are alike to be cultivated b}' man 
and woman, fn.>eman amI t-Iavt", ,;ÎIU,,(, one and the eoU))t' \"lrtue helon
!'- to one and 
the l'ame natur...".. &'YirtutiR \"i
" 
:1Y
 )Ia
iliui Fi('inn
, Hill IIlIiolle pot ills 
(luam in dh"isione ('(\IIHi",tit."** St. Gretrory ""pt.ak" to the :--ame- ('ffect, "
('tI'le 
euim ullaqllií'<}ue \"l'rè virtu:, (' t, si mixta alii.. virtntilm-- non bt."tt Xatural 
and imperf(>('t virtu'S might exi.,t Sl'parately, but it W
 deemed impo
",ible {or nny 
tllle to he pf'rfectly g('ntle and mild, witlHmt h('ing at tll(> ",:tmf> tinU' dHl
te, IIr:1\'(>, 
magnallimou.', 1IIIIIlblt", fo;obt'r, just, .Hld prudcllt, in the :-{tmt> mamlt'r a.... onc :-:in 
could not be commiu('(l, al1.1 but one t'in. An ancient author illustratE::; thi... hy 
an e
ample, "A.n injury is illflicted ; faith tt..achLS that revenge is di
plro:-;ing to 
Jt':"IIS Chri:4, anti by that light the un(ler
tal}(ling Fays that we mu
t not takt' 


· lIl, IbId. t In 111. d. 37. Qu. I. Art. 8. t Plutarch de VirtulP 

 In I.ib. I. 
ellt. Dist. VI. II. 4.9. I 
. .\ugu
t. dt'Trin. XV. !j. 
.. 
trom:lt. Lilt. IY. 8. .. Epist. Lilt. 1. tt s. Grf'
. 
[nr. Lilt. t. {', !I. 
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revellge. Hope says, by conquering thi
 temptation WE' ...hall be nearer acquiring 
an immense good. Charity 8ays, our neighbor is to be beloved even when he 
dOl's e\.il. Prudence 
ays this i:-; a favorable opportunity uf pn'paring a ewwn 
for our
eIves. JU!'tjce admoJ)i
hes U'i to give to everyone what ht'longs to him, 
and it is for God to pUlli
h evil. )Iodesty '>ay
, do not admit tit(' defì)rmity of 
anger, which h:ts !'U hideou:; an exterior. IIumility says tllat we should give 
place to others, and that we deserve more than we receiv('. TemperanL'C forbid
 
lIS to indulge in the hateful plt-'a,>ure of \'pngeance. 1\Iagnanimit)' saY:5, be 

entle not only on :-omall hut on gn'at o('msions. BehoM how the acts of virtue 
('om;pire and cohere !"* This truth Gilps of Colonna iIIustrate:-ò, hy remarking 
that a magnanimous man is nCL'f'5.-.;arily humble, t and St. Clemens Alcxandrinu 
by showing that temperance is not confined to pleasurt's only, but that there is a 
temperance in regard to the tongue, alHl to pos-:ession
, antI to d('!'ire:--. "By 
the!'e two thing
," says Richard of S1. Ylctor, "pritIe and conl'upi:o;('ene(', the 
prince of this world, <.1\,;elleth in us, by pride in the mimI, hy concupi:;cence in 
the fle:,h. 'V" eDit princeps huju:o; llHlUdi,' 
ays Chri4, let in mc:> non habet quic- 
quam.' For all the pU:'se&'ion of the ancient enemy is 
in, to which i
 attached 
as an inheritance for ever, a lawl full of thorns alHl briar:--, a lawl ('nr!'ed of GOtI, 
co\'ered with ob!'curity alld darkne
!'. Of all this :,uL
tan('c:> nothing wa:; fount! 
in Christ."! St. Odo, the :-;ecolHl ahhot ofChmi, rC(Iuccs the
e to one prim'ipJ 
of inju
tice, observing that pride is the lIlothel' of all \'ices, and that therefore 
the P
almi
[ say:" 'In superbia ('ccidernnt, qui operantur iniquitatem." "Xu 
one," he rpmarI\::" "works iniquity externally, unless he has fallen internally hy 
I)ride: for if the f'pirit be devoutly f.ul
ect to the Lord, tile flp
h ('annot nnIaw- 
fully rai
e it
elf against the spirit; hut if it proudly (le
pi:,es it... author, ju
tlr 
i:-ò it despised by its vassal fl(.
h. Theref()re, the venom of iu!'t is borne from the 
root and merit of pride."i In short, thoæ who ullder
toud and followed the 
hroad commandments of Catholicism, heheld, as the Psalmi:-;t heautifully ex- 
prb::,es it, the end of all perfection-in manner,.:, as in wi
tI()m, in art..; and 
I'ciences, 
 well al'Ò in momlityand life; for it requires but a momellt's reflection 
to discern that the ju
tice of tile agf's of faith extended to the Fphere (If art. 
,rlmt good faith amI illtegrity is oh:'l'r\'ahle in their very.architecture? Ifere 
i... 110 affectation and de
ire of temporary applau::,e. The m()!o:t oh!-'('ure alld retil"('(l 
parts are as elaborately tinished as tho-:e which are the most l:xpos('(l to ,'ipw. 
...\.:,cen.1 to those aerial de

rts, to the highest f;ummit of the =,pires of a Gothic 
('athedral, to which the tiler \
entUl'ps to c("('('p with trembling. Y 011 will often 
tintI there, 801itary under thp eye of GOt), exposed to the blnc;:

 of the ('Í('rnal 
wind, some delicate work, 6ùme masterpiece of :,C'ulpturf>, on which the piolJ.; 
workman wore away his life; not :t nallH\ not a sign, not a It.tter; he worked 


* Instruct. Kovitiorum, cap. 22. aut P. Joau' à Jc
u Mariæ. 
 D(' Hl"gim. Prin. IT. 1, 
!T 
t Richard. S. Vict. :5ermo. in Die. Paschæ. 

 ::'. OJollis .\hb. Clun. l'ullatiouum, Lih. II. ßiblinthc('. CluDia('Cn
i
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r.)r (;I)() ()nl
', antI fi)r tlw n'rnl"(ly of hi:) :-on1. In l':w:1n nrt
J a
 in morals, the 
maxim univeNaI 3
1"L't..'t1 with that "Putitllcnt nf Ph. ...Ira, 


1/..101 y,rp Ei" J.HirE .\ayO'tYllY A:a.\å, 
J.I
r' ,r/ðx. J,i ðpw6V J.u(prvpar; :ll'o\Åovr; ËXEIY,- 


Incl(>('(1 in re1ation t,) art till' admimhle' etu(,3c}" of the C'atholic mornls ha
 bE,.n 
urtell l'oinÍt't1 uut, UIHI tlaoll!!h in tilt' third hook \H,' II:ul (M'('
.:.;ion to cun...i(]('r it in 
(Ic.tail, I ('an not lean' thi:) :--1)('('.lIar mount without ca...ting agaiu one look tow:ml:"7 
it. COIUI' a."
'Cllc.l with IIIl' to till' hi
h n.,,.ion..; of the' ('athc"(lml of Frihmlrg ill 
j
ri"
3". Let us rc t awhile in thi.. u
t3g()l1al haIl, within the tn\\ pr cOIllIl1:ullling 
-;uc.h a delightful \'ipw O\'l'r till' city ant] tlap mOUllt.ti'H of tlap Bhu'k FOI'c':-t. 
This eatlal1.1ral \\a... huilt h
' Erwin \'on 
tc'rnha('h, who wa-i alsc thp an.hitl.'Ct 01 
tlaat at Stra..hur
, a man, a... a li\"illg Fn'llC'h .....iti ' 01.. 'r\"e.., who mwht to have 
th,. r('IIO\\ Il of 
IiPlla,'1 AII
do; hut thl' mi(lcHc n
(',,; \H're 
I'cl, . of hUlJlan glnr)', 
ami :Er\\ in \'on 
h'rllhaeh W:I.s It1OI'e anximh :.bullt hi
 !-.lh'ation in Pal'adi:o;e than 
to ohtain irml1ol'talit,y in the' hlllll:1Il 1II1'lIlO1'Y. Truly, the thirst (ol'jll:-tic(' in the 
mi(l(lIe :I
l'S :.;upplil'(l IIIl'lI with pmdi
ious mt'all
 (or p('rf()fIllill
 gl'('at thillg:'!, 
('\"ton of a mate'rial order. . \... :--ìpl"(lal il'I'i :-;ay:.;, "Thpir :-,)';o,tcm of ethic.. wa
 efHca- 
('iOIl:-, :ullllilli
tering au inb'rnal fur'c not only t.. su.staiu mall in thc praf'ti("C of 
hi.. (Iuty, hilt to f'n('oUfahl'f' amI :t..:-:i..t him in till' (Ip\-doplllelit uf lai
 
l'nitl
." 
Ollr mo(II'rn 
"n('ration
 h:1\'c' th,'ir hllClgets ullll thcir hlXt.'S; they had f
Lith 
\,hit'h coulel iII:-piI' , tholwltt:-. that \\oultl 11I'\'t'r (x'('ur to ollr councils of civil 
\\or
s: amI which coulcl realize tlWlll "ith a facility that would never ari..c from 
the \'otp of n parliaDlpnt or the approh.'tiun of a 
i('utific iournal. But let us 
tlp,,("('lId and pro('('t'fl. 
The gl'lll'ral i(ll'a.., of jll..ti("(, in the :wt'S of filith, wpre dprivecl from the example 
of C'u'i...t, from tin> IIICMlc.ls \\ hidl h · propo...o.,('(1 in his instructiuns, LLllcI froul thc 
:--pt'('t
.u.I(' allCl 01.. 'rvation of naturl'. "Chri
t," 
dYS the 'laster of the b..lltpnC'1 S, 
"(Ii('tl to 1)(. (or man hoth fi.rlll allli cau...f', The form of virtue awl humility, the 
C':1I1..(' of 
)or)' and fl"('('(lom, thc' fi.rm of ol,..yillg God unto death, :ulll th.. (':lU..(> 
of tiel i \"cl'an('e allli h('atitlule."t IIclH..'C!, mol )Ia
ilius Ficiuus NlYs, "Chri
t \\:1:) 
a ('('rtain livin
 moml h()()k of (Iiviuc philc -"ph
', M'nt from heavcn ami mauift-:-t- 
(.d to human eye 
 to tc'a('h u.. trut' ju..tiL"c, R.'i po ......illg nothing of hi.. own, al\(l 
n'lulC'riug to (;.MI awl man what is c1ue to e3eh,-to (;()(l :uloration, alltl to Ulan 
hencvolcllC"(,.":t ..\ gr('at write'r "fthose timc
, after citiug the word:; ofthc Go...- 
pf>l, "teaching them to do what:o.oc\"cr I have ('omm:mdl'tJ you," proct.-'t.-'\l,:, tllU;o" 
"() happy aruillwritorious ohl'(l ieuC'C, " hich think., of nothing but pOfl..tau t)y Ilf w 
to fulfil the win of onr hpa\'('u)
' Fath('r! () how holy the :.;oul whi('h ('II(I(';l\'or..; 
tll rl'sig-u it:,,(,lf and to 1'C'lHler it.. ",lroli' life ('oufc,rmahle to thp manners ofChri,:,l! 
Tl"IIly J('''U:-i Cllri..t hath left the be t l'xalllple of )i\'in
 to us :rll. lIe is the m:Js- 


. l!ippo]yt. 411'
. 


t Lih. II l. Distiuct. 1
. 
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il. Ficiu. ue l'hn
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ter of all j he himself is the book ant) rule oftl... rpli
i()us, hp him
elf tl)(' convent 
of monk<.;, he him
elf the text and ghJ:-;:-; of the decretals j lae is the {t)l'm of the 
life of cleri(':-;, the doctrine oflaic:-;, the light of the faithful, the joy of the just, the 
glory of angel:-;, the pnd amI con
ummation of all the desirt
 of thp :,.lints."* The 

econd of thc
e rules i:;; beautifully illu:-;tr'ated by Hugo of S1. Victor, who after 
citing- the divint' words, " unless you become like little children," !'ppaks in the 
followin
 manner: 
" \rhat then are the mannen, of ahoy? He is not solicitous nor co\yetou!'- : ne 
exerci:,es himself in simple and innocpnt play, and he so loves what is dome:,tic, 
that if he were even tran
fcrr('(1 to a throne: he would rather desire the ancipnt 
things HluI what he wa:; aC'customed to. lIe knows hi, farher's groulH]:-; j no\\" he 
i:o: in the field, now in thc garden, now in the orchard, now in the meadow, now 
at the fountain, now ill the vineyard. lIe knows thepecu]iardelights which hp- 
long to each spa
on of the ypar. In the 
pring he fi)llows ploughing amI Fowing, 
in the summer, reaping, and in the autumn the vintage. Every where IH' ha, pa:-;- 
time, mil"th, refection, delight j and he:,id('
 the.,e daily and domestic feasts whi('h 
he enjoys at home, by going out sometimes to taste servants' fare, he returns wilh 
more relish to forn1Pr delight:-; j he loves to gather the new fruits, to roast the 
('Ol'n befOl'p it he matured in the ear, to pic-k out the first ripe grape
, to carry 
!Iome a )"oun
 hird with grpat joy to the hou
e in order to love and nourish it. 
lt he knows that his father i:o: about to go to any town 01" castle, or tu market, or 
to some solemnity with the intention of returning immediately, he wi::ihes to go 
with him that he Illay see new am] unaccustomed thinbrs, so that on his return he 
liay relate what he ha,", 
een to hi:, comrade:-;, describing the appearance of the men, 
the situation of the place, the ('X tent of the ('it)", the height of the hou
e, the 
abundance of things on 
al('. Thus when he knuw::; that he is to return, he gla<l- 
ly leaves home j hut if he wpre not to hope for a return, and if anyone were 
to attempt t? compel him tû go forth, he would not lea,'e hi:-; father':-; hou
e with- 
Ollt lamentable groans am] great 1';orrow. He is glad to have diverí'ion abroad, 
but he wishes to have no permanent abode any where excepting in his father's 
house with his domestic:-;, among whom he was horn and with whom he wa.., bred j 
he desire., to li\'e with thpm, and to grow old amollg
t thf'm. nor would he hp 
!'eparatf'd frolll them e\'en in death, but he wouhl wish to be always with tho..;(' 
who ha\'e been known and dear to him ill life. Xothing heYOIHI this he f;eeks, 
nothing more does he de
ire. In like llIanm'r then, let us 
tudy to con\'er
 in 
the house of the Lord, and WP "loo shaH fi))(1 peace and rest, and plea..,ure; let us 
he ö;imple, not desiring foreign thillg!-', loving more the delights which God hath 
prepared fi)r us, and which are found in his house, rather than the hl:lIldi:-,hmf'nts 
of this world. Here we have tran
parent fountain" flowpry me:ul()\v
, wide amI 
3weHing fif'lds, rich vineyards, abund:mtflock:.;, fprtiJe ('rops, fruitful tret's, irrigated 


* Tbom. à Kcmpi!l, 
t."rrn. I. Pars Ill. 
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gardl'II:ot, an,1 ,1,'light., of "\"(,I"Y kin,l, :all in :o-hort that the mi,..1 (':111 dt.':o:ire or pos- 
t--' .... Do )'OU a..k wltat an' tllt'....t., fuuntain.., mt.tul(tw
, ami gardpn..? T11P l'xamp]('
 
of dIP jll
t, the b,lurN'" uf \\"i...doUl, alltl tll(' ....Wt'l't
 of 
,II \.irtut' j ft'r \\C Ilan> uur 
fet.t dil't'('rt."tl ill tilt' \\:1)":0. of tJIt' ('OIIIIIHIII(III1t.'nr
 ul' G(KI, that "l'ml'mhpringo his 
nH'rl'ic... whi(.h I Ian! ht'('n (rum all gent.rarion..., \\C lIIay l'xl'rl'iSl' our 11l'3rb and 
('ukilullf' our dl'..ire in Itis love: W' '"&111 L'ontclIlp]at.e all tlte works of our re to- 
ration, from the bt'
iunin
 to the ('uti of th(' \\()rltl, al.'cording to the COli!' , of 
limp, till' (>\'t'lIt... uf rJ.in
... ullli tit(' dl.t'tl.... of tUen.". Finally, mallllt'rs wt>re lIot 
It>ft without p:l,.tit.'ipating in tll(' influt'Il('t' of that wi-.;(Iolll whit"h is ,It'rived from 
the "pe('hu'le 211ul ob
prvatioll of the vi...ihle world, Th... gre:Lt 
nid
 of Catholic 
ß
t' \Vp
 nwn of "T ordsworth' t}'pe, who intensely studied with n pain
r't! C)'e 
81ul poet'
 Iwart, all the ...pirit-movil1g im.igery of ('3rth alltl :o-C'a, :lIul :lir: mpu, in 
t--hort, WilO-..f a \\ hoJ(. li\.(.... floWt'(l hI:1 (,,'()\1r:otf' of 
)'mpathy divine \\ ilh nature. \llwh 
tilt'.\' Jt'al1l(.>(1 fmlll P:I('ia walk tlmm "I. tlwir 
Irt'
t gl:ttlt.
, wher' hi,.(ls :lIltl brook
 
from l('"dfY clplls C'hirUt'(l forth deli(.iou
 lIlu...i('; ,,"u' not alon the l.'l)()iu'" of the 
g('ntle do\'r. but pvel")" hiI'd alHl 80\\"t>" ill"pirt'(l theil' mPclittti\'r Ilt'art"". The 
(>fhl':.\('Y and ju..ti('e of this rule I11U:o-t be even in a I
'ulial' maimer npp.lrent, me- 
thinks, to those who are fallen upon the prt>s.'nt da)Ps, though 80 little cvnsonant 
with the 11111"" i 
'I' wl..,u tlu'.\' walk on a I1If11'lIill
 in tJ... ..prillg hlrtllwh tI)()
 
parks :uul gartll',.... uf tlH'ir (':lpita1:.., on". tlU' h:lllllt:o-, I'I.rll:lp:o-, of tilt' IU)(Ml("t) 111'(,lh- 
ft'n, of Fr:ul('i... or 
l. nnmn, mul h..lwl.l thf\ fr,...h iIllIO('t'llt go"Ill.ration of yonng 
Imv(...; 1H1..:-t iug f()rrl, ,..imuJtallf'(lu:o-ly "ith ""H'h ortlf"',-llu' olll.\'IU'.l\...n-iw"pinad 
thing:- dlat lUlU n'lI1ain tlU'rt.',-it i!oo imIHI.......ibl" ftll' tht'1I1 1I0t tn thillk n''(
l....inll:llly 
"ith :lStoni hl11t'nt aucl6orro\\ Oil tJI(' ('rowtl ofintPlI('(.tual ('rt.alnrt'saroUlul tlwlllsu 
ohtlurnte tn jnF-tic,', and di::,Dooliellt all(1 out of tlmp u.mid')t the !-weet f'reation 
that wa... int('nt1etl to uth
I' one uni\'Cl""'al "nice of ]O\'c :u1<<1 pr:li:o-t.. lIug'o t1t St. 
YidOl', ill his work elltitll'(l, "On H,"a....t..:," ill
trlld;o; 1IIf'II ill ":Irion... <1l1tit.
 from 
the examp)c of t1i\'e,"S irrational animal, alltl otht'I' '.rt":ltlln'..... HI', too, likt> tllf' 
gr"'lt TtOf't uf tla. Lakt> , "ouM remark ill t--pt.akin.. of th \\ rt'n :111111H'r 11 ,...t, that 
"The lU'rmit h
.. no fin 'r f\ye fi)r .,hado\\)" ({llictnl ." The mOll I.., had fn>qm>nt- 
ly that intimatl' at'(p1aillt:mcx
 \\ ith the Illanrwrs of hird8, \\ hie). ()Ian... )[a nus 
('vince:, in his history, wll('r
 lap ,h'
rihe
 with ..hC). :ullu:-ing I"implieity, tho:-!' of 
the northern t.ribe. 
It was in the spirit of tho. f' timt'..! to con!'ider hea
t.s and hirds :t." cmlowc<l witb 
charat..ter
 analogolls to }mman i and () 
uccesbful were the falmli
t
 .hnt :tlmost 
c\'ery bird and h
:;l was knowll to the mi(I(]]t> ngt'S us a pf'rsonaJ;f' umlt.r un appro- 
priate name, which in bomp lang-mage..... :.t... with H('nar(1 in the }"'rt'1J('h, hy a singular 
filte remained to the animna), having F-unerl'lt>f:lf'tÌ iu uwn gf\nprir nppf'l1ation. 
Gilp", of C'olnnna. t,(K?, throughout his work on go,,'.'rnmrl1t, ('itt..s the f'xampl(> of 
annnai:-õ 10 1I1
truct I1wn lit \'arIOUS moml tlutíp
 ; :111(1 Barthulol1\t'w GlaullvilIt.',ofthe 
r.'lmily of the COlln
 of Suffolk, all Engli:-;h F'rallciS<
ln of the fcmrtePnÙl century, 
{')JJo\Ved in the same traC'k in hi:, wprk on t.he .1lh'anta!,>"'(::, of philosnpllY to a the- 
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ologian, in which, with learning, and subtle obscl'vat.ion, he explained the propt'l"- 
ties of material things, by mean.; of which hp threw light on difficult passage
 of 
the Holy Scripture. The most interesting illustration of thi
 rule may be 
found, perhaps, in the rhyme composed hy Alallus de Insulis, the universal doc- 
tor. 


.. Omnis mundi crealura 
QUfisi Jiher et pictura, 
Nobis est et 
peculum, 
N ostræ vitæ, nostræ mortis, 
Noslri status, nostræ 80rti8, 
Fide]e signacu]um. 


Nostrum statum pingit rosa. 
N ostri status decenø g]o8a, 
N o,!,træ vitre lcctio, 
Quæ dum primo mane floret. 
Defloratlls flos emoret 
Vespertino senio. 
Ergo spirans flos expirat 
In paHorem, dum deJirat. 
Oriendo moriens. 


Sic ælatis ver bumanæ, 
Juventutis primo mane, 
Reflorescit pau]u]um. 
Mane tamen hoc e
c1udit, 
Vitæ vesper, dum concludit. 
Vitale corpuscu]um. 


Cujus decor dum pecorat 
Eju8 deem;, mox deflorat 
Ætas, in qua defluit. 
Fit flos fænum, gemma lutum : 
Homo cinis, dum tributum 
Bomo morti trilmit. 


Cujus vita, cujus esse 
Pæna, hlbor et neceøse, 
Vitam morte c1audere. 
Sic mora vitam, risum luctus, 
Umbra diem, portum fluctua, 
Mane claud it vespere. 


In n08 primuDl dat in8uJtum 
Pæoa mortis gerens vlIltum 
Labor morlit> hi..trio. 
Nos proponit in Jaborem : 
Nos a.."umit in rlolnrem : 
:\Iortis est conchl
io. 
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Ergo c1ausum sub 1,,\(' lege 
St.atum tuum homo J('
e, 
TuuUl t."
 ..; rc'''pkc. 
Quid fui...ti IU1.'>cÌluru8, 
Quid in pmscII8 quid futut"WI. 
Dlligcnter in
pice. 


Luge pænnm culpam plange 
M)tus fræna, fa..'ltum frange, 
Pone 8&1 P 'reiUa. 

{ ntis rector et 8uri
1l 

 'ntem rq.:, tluXUq riga 
K e dc tl uant in dcvin.." 


Ttm
 \Vf're truth and jllstiN> tang-ht by every garden, grove, and field, which 
prt.at'hl'tl, though mute, "uf ull thin
s hh.mling into one." 


CHAPTER XI. 



 
 XOUG II hR." been :,,
n to provt. t I If' tac.t !}f a second creation of the hu- 
r I man Mice, albeit, in harmony with tlap tir
t, and only a fre
h manife
 
Þ . J tation of an emll .' love. 'till I.oomcwhat remain!i to :X)(llplett
 thi
 
3Cene of our histdric vi:,iun-...omething .1'" yet but faintly sketclu'(l, or 
!
11 left for others to supply, which we .honld strhoe to .Jevelol' with more 
force and pre<'ision. Attentive ('on"ielt'ratiol) is due, for in!ootance, to the 
fact that thc ju:,tiee of the ages ()f faith tliel not Hem f nm the indination or partial- 
ities of individual
, but from the autllOrit:\tive proll1ul Tation of a universal law 
recognized as divine. The character of all ag..s which have not been uuder the in- 
fluence of faith, i... inc1epeIH1('nt of authority. " If I ",hould 1
olve to fa4 at all, 
I will fast on what 'ver day I ('hoo..(', hy my own ('hni('p, and with full liberty." 
It wa
 thus that Æ,'ius u. '(I to speak ac('ording to 81. EpiphanlU
. One might 
remark here ho \V unamiable ami otfcn...i ve e\'en to the CJe=, of humanity is this 
condition of 
clf-will, 31)(1 hO\v the priupiple of Catholic ohedience imparted both 
graee and 
('('urity to virtue. Do('
 a youth pmC'ti!-'e any act from a private opinion 
which is counter to the common voil'e? II.. i
 refprred to the judgment of men 
more aC'ute or more expericnC'f'd than him...elf, anrl if he persist he may, perhapq, 
very ju!'t1y inf'ur the odium attaC'hed to 
in(!ularit
, and ob,tinate perverseness: 
but in )'ie1din[! to the highc"t authority, he i
 in\'ulnerable, for if Iw 
hol1l<1 incur 
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blame in the fulfilment of duty, hE' will be supported by a r
liance not on his 
uwn abilities amI superiur judgment, hut on the cloud of witn
, un the uner- 
ring wisdom and infallible rea!'Oll of the church, which commands him to adhere 
though he should have to fitallll alone, tu the maxims offaith anti of the ancient 
honor. Hence it i
 noted hy S. Bonaventura, "quod propter a1teriu
 
candalum 
non debemus recedere a virtute ju!'titiæ," "fur our Lord both in word and deed 
gave :;candal to the Phari::,e
s,"* a r
mark to be pres.;t..J on thu:;e who are always 
trembling lest by ob:::erving Calholic manner:o:, they should offend persons who 
are !'eparated from unity. It wa:5, however, the (Ieterminatioll of the will which 
constituted the chief advantage arising from an authoritati\ye rule of manners; for 
however magnificently ðome philosophers may declaim, justice hath but little to 
expect on earth when men are wholly left to the guidance of a miml which has 
banished the sense of responsibility, and to maintain their principle:5 on the 
&lme 
grOltnd as that on which the giant of Homer defended himself again4 the reproach 
of his captive who warned him to beware of Jove, the avenger of injured guesb, 
to whom he renlied, !.{lí7rlO
 tl
, ro l;Ûv',-" I care not fur Jove, my will i:; m}' 
law." 
During the middle ages, doctrines were the source of all laws and discipline; 
as canons were nothing but conclusion
 drawn from theological principlcc;:, that 
is, from the Gospe1.t "'V hen pride and 
piritual riches, and the liberty of a 
light mind existed, there," says the author of Theologia Germallica, "could be 110 
Christian or true imitator of Chris1."t "In hac vita," continues this wI'iter, 
speaking of the Christian life, "perit omnis ipsitas, ego, meum, et similia. 
}"'inally, nothing is' beheld or sought after but good, on account of good and a
 
good. But where there is a false light, there is no regard to Christ or to virtue; 
whatever is accommodated and plea
ant to nature, is then sought for and embraced. 
Hence arises a false and inordinate liberty, by which a man is rendered secure 
and neglige.nt of every thing. True light is the seed of God, and thereforp it 
bears the fruit of God, but false light is the seed of Satan, and where that is 
sown, there grows up the fruit of batan and Satan himself." 
..I.Eschylus term:-; God JUya; tûeVYO
 ßpoTú1y.1I This was in every sense 
a true definition in the middle ages. God, not human opinion, directed im- 
mediately the manners of men, which while dependent upon doctrinps fOl' their 
rule, derived their force and pfficacy from the authority of a divine legislator. 
"One thing only is to be feared," says S1. Chrysostom, "that is sin." Alcuin 
proclaimed this in verse, 


.. Plus æterna Dei Christi est metuenda potestas, 
Quam terreus quidem, quæ velut umbrs volat.' 


The Archduke Leopold \Villialll, of A1J
tria, assumetl for device upon his 


'It )Ierlitationes Vilæ Chri8li, cap. 38. 
t Tht'o]ogb Germ.mÌ<'a. cap. 2 t. 
· )IahiUon vet. .\nalect. 


t Benet1icl. XVI. Dc Sacriticio Missæ Præfat, XXI. 

 Id. cap. 38. I Eumenitl. :!ìJ. 
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:o.hield, the woroq "Timorc domini," to expfCS::j th sentiment which W
 eVer 
prt':-,cnt to his ruiml. CI I ('hulbrt" yuu," , "ys St. Gregory to Justin, in his Jetter to 
the Præwr of SiciJ)', whieh ið tab-cll into the th'Crt'l':o. of the church, "by the omni- 
pott-'nt God, to \\ hose tremcmlon
 juJ rment we are tf) give an account of aU our 
ac-tiolJ
, tn hu\.e al"3Ys Lefiu.\: ).onr e)"<
 the c\.tclision of his glory. 'Quam lJit 
vita brl'\ i
 11
picite; ad quem quanù()que itm'i t..
tis juùicem cujus juJiciarum po- 
te
t3tcm J:eritis c\.1gitate.' "* Ynu 1K>1"('('ivp on what motiv
 Iu. p1aCt'<1 rt'lisllce. 
"It i
 not advi
ahl' rhat wc
houJtl be f.,r ever sil('nt to tllU
e Ululerour authority," 
sa) s the Abhot Elfric, writing to \r ul
tan, archhi..hup of Yark, "for if it be 1I0t 
the principal hernhl, who ja; toannounl" that the J udg.. cometh ?" Such was, in fact, 
tbe 
ummary of all the ecclCbiasticul char
"
, "the J ml
e cometh." So tar Wf>re 
tlwy from a_..;
erting thp f'imple 31U) ull('omlitiunal Ll'lw\'olel1t'C of God 31141 on that 
a.-.humptioll goin ron, likt., Pa]..)', to f.mm) a moral 
y
t
m ulHl a rule of life, alS if 
God were not a Gotl of jll
tice 11::; \\ en a.i a God of ruel'<') . 

Ien in th,. da).s talk of 
 ,<,uring ju
ril'\: h)" ron'ltitutiollal laws, by their rep- 
r

nt:\ti\"c 
.;o.
mh1å
, h)' puhlieiry .l
 the 
urc...t h'
t, and the force of gclH'ralopi "ion 
s... the be:--t rule of human al'
ioll; hilt it wa... not h.,' ..,wh means, which I.ave more 
show than real effic:w)", that 
it.'ry wai pw(('elt.'(l durillg th 'ages of faith. It was 
b)' the fear of hro\'en. it "as b)' the pre&1dling of tll ' clergv, it was even by th 
"arninþ of ,,)]emn poets j 3:0. when a )brtial d'.\u\"f'r
ne, in hi
 Vigil
 of the 
death of Charlt...g the Seventll, {'ollehule.. with "'11('11 \\ord:i a:j t.hcbe: 


"Et. U ('<it roy, empereur, tillC, conte. 
Qui nc lOit subject. 1\ ) , murt, 
EL qu'il De f.iIle rcndre conte 
De ce qu'on a fall droit. ClU tort."t 


It was 1)ya Dant. di I ..iug th'J'" visiou of future punishment, placing be- 
fore mt'l1's eye; 


"The border or the crimson seetlling-flood, 
Whence from those f'lteep'(} within, loud shrieks arose; If 


That region of eternal \HW 


"Where &I
hs, with ]"mcntatlons Rnd loud moans, 
ReROUntted thrnuc:h the air pierc'(i by no star. 
That e'en be wept üt '"nteriog. ,of 


It is not unimportant h) J"('mark that the views re..pecting the motives of human 
aetion in more reænt tin}(
, have heen opposed to all the pl"imit.ivp tradition
 of 
mankind. Demophon, in the Ilerac1idm of Euripides, had t.hree rea."Dns not to 
òeny the Iwtition of Iolau:, and the 4õ;l1ppliants,-th p rememhrance of their IW:1r 
re 1 ation in blood, the deht of gratitude which he t-ti1l owed to their f..1t}wr, hilt 
what was t.he grf'"at('st awl aLovea1J,the thought of Jove Hnd revercnce {.,r hisa1tar.
 


· Ivonl. Caront. Decret. Pars. XVI. Ct\I). lA. t Lc
 Vigi1es de )a 110rt du Roi Cbarlt:s VII. 
tX 
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Finall)', the morality of tile age:o; of f:tith, wa
 not 
uperstitiou
 or (!<.lu-;Ï\re, 
but 
piritual amI living. Those dl'votiOlh wlli('h we examim.d in the la:--t Look, 
tllO:O:C supplications of tliP blessed fl'ielU]
 of G()(I, were not to he Fterile, cmpty 
aillI dccepl ive things. " ":"hat 
ûrt flf justice would it be," 
a)":;::5t. Chrysostom, 
"to venerate the saints and to n('glect 
an('tity? The first step of devotion is to 
lo\"e Itolille:o:
, amI aftf'rwar(I
 tho:o:p that are holy: without rea
OI1, then.fore, doth 
llc hOllor the just, who loveth not ju
tice." To live wel1, in the language of the 
m;d(lle ages, was to live hy faith; and that, as far as related to the sphere of or- 
dillary ju:;tice, was to Ih-e, as thè Roman phiIo::,ùpher says, "Constanter, gravi- 
tel', :o:apienter, fortiter." Devol ion knew of 110 Pl'ayers which did not include 
imitation. It may wound tIll' pri(]p of men profe:o:!"edly philosophers, to hear that 
the chaplet would dispensp them fmm con
ulting the Stagyrite, but nothing is 
more true, for' history alone is !'ufficient to prove that no discourseR of the ethic 
page were wanting to the church, " (lure ædificatur ut civita:" cujus participatio 
ejus ill idipsuru." 
)10<1eI"l1 historians having read that Killg Rohert caused holy relics to be Fe- 
eretly n'moved from the shrine upon which certain per
ons, who would proba- 
hly peljure themsch'(':o;, were about to 8wear, ha\re concluded that the morality of 
these agcs wa:-; little better than ahj('('t c:uperstition, proving clearly the justice of 
their affirmatiou that the science of morals is now lwtter understood; but they 
should r(-'lIIark that the ('rror whi(.h they ascribe to this deyout hing, arising from 
a weakness that i
 at all time..; in human natul'e, was expressly denounced Ly 
writel's of that age. Evidently that act wa.
 merely the I'e:o:ult of his wish to pre- 
vent unhappy men fl'om accumulating sin, hy 
ldding !Slcrilege to perjury; or at 
the mu:)t, it merely indicated an upinion which has the sanction of the legi:o:lature at 
the present day, that the asc:everation of a fhlsehood upon a sacred ol
ect, as the 
holy scriptul"t..s, was more to be dreaded than a fìimple uttf'l"anæ of the fSame with- 
out ðuch formalities, though that is an opinion which abstractedly the moral writ- 
el"
 of the lll'idJle age eomlemned. "It i:-- thought hy some," says lona, in his 
celebmted work Dc lnstitutione Laïcale, "that he only is obnoxious to the crime 
of perjury who falsely swears over the hon
 of f;ome holy man, or over relics, 
01' upon the altar or the Go:o:pel, hut he who invokes God upon any thing, whpth- 
er great or !'mall, is to he held guiIty."* 
The importance attached to diverse minute acts, has also been SUPPOs(>(l to 
argue a degradation in the morals (If the middle ages; though if we attend to the 
r('a:O:Oll8 for which they were inculcated, and hear th.. explanation
 which were 
continually given respecting them, and oh:o:en'e thpir practical C()l1
cquenres in 
hi:o:tory, a judicious inquirt'l' will he slow to 8
:o:ent to any such judgment. 
[en of 
philosophic heads, who w(,l'e ardently attached to Christian fiimplicity, JikeJf'rome 


. Ionæ Aure1ianen!'is Episcop. de In!'titllt. Latclili, Lib. II. ('ap. 2.3, apud Ducller SplciJeg. 
tom. 1 
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Sa
'anorola, w{'r
 uhlc ea
ily to prove that Catholi(. manllprs wprl' not !-;up('r,..titiou
, 
though tin')" ('xactl)' fo110\H'(1 aJl the approv('(1 c('I"t"'H1onip:; of th ' H,,,m:lIl ehur('h j* 
and saints of the d ,...cd, who had I(mg exp<,ri{'ncc in the direction ofhum:l11 mim]:.., 
('Quit) aflÌrm with perfcct eonvidion that if th(')" h:ul lx.'('11 practi
f,(), !'-ol))e men, 
\\ ho:--l' ('rilllc
 :o.taml in hi:o-toric r{'('()f'(Is, wouhI not have fallel1. "If Pdt'r, " 1'-:1)'s 
hl(...;..;(.'() Jollll Climaehu..;, "had rf1K'ah.d tn himself :o.ixty or an humlr('(1 time.; on 
hi
 way to Olivd, 'Dixi, cllstodiam vias Ill(,a..., ut non flt.liuqn:IIJl in lin,"na mea,' 
he wouM not ....() easily have thriee ùClliCtl his LOl'(l."t 'Yhcn qu(':"\tioning hi!i- 
tor)' in relation to .-ueh (tutip..., if not gre:.1t thin

 :lr(' to he the r(''';lIlt of our in- 
vc:o-tigation, I hope it will he ..ud.. 3'" arc wf'l1 j for, a.. D('l))o411f'1lt'''\ 
a)'s ill 

tob::cu:;. 'Xot what is great is wPlI, hut what is w(')) is great." .And thi!-, r 1)('li(.\"c, 
wiJI b' the i.....;ue, for thc mornli...t . of the lIlid(l1e a
 " might trUl)" b..1.)" "ith Uahan 

laur, "Ubi ethull 
lvemIu:; l.4 æh'rJ1th inh'''itu.., omnia ::!unt magna quæ dici- 
n1\I..;."t 
L('wi
 of Grenada. aftf'T quoting flllr I
lffl's wfmI..; to tl1(1 Pharisc " in whidl 
he 
ulllmL'(1 up all the parti('ubr aet... of n,'IIl'r:,tioll whi('h :\1:1r)" 
Ia1;dalcll had 
performl'f.I toward:; him whell anointing his fl'('t, aeItls, "
Iy mind ft'('t.ives a \\"on- 
(Il'rful coD!-'olation from this cllullit'rntion of the offi('('S, fclr I conclude from it 
with what eyes the illfillitc gO()(]IIt...:; of (;(xl l'oIlÍf'mplatf''i tilt' adiol}'i of piOUð 
men, wlat.'11 al1 the eireulII:o-fanf,(':'; of a g,)tþ(l work, awl 3:i 1m:1)" I'-a)", partic1f'
. are 
so di:'itilU'tly nuh'(], that a I'imple dut)" is (liviele ({lIIinuI('I)" into a'i m:mJ parts as 
it h:t-- ('i.'eum:o-bll ''';, to l'3.eh of \\ hich a I'('ward i:i givcn."
 The:"\
 wemls flll"lIi"h 
the kCJ to a m}"'.t"ry involvin 6 lIH1elt that 
iv('..; o11t'II('c to the 1ll(þ(lpflls ill the 
1II0mlitJ of II(' ag(" of f;"ith. E\'f'n wllt'll al)\l
 may havc ('rf'pt ill, the "'uper- 
.-titioll diflnot ari · fwm the (.
tl'rnal 
U't, hut from the :--olc ('upiditi(',,\ of man, 
whieh woult] have been no 1. . in aetion though tlH're h:u] h 'en no !-uch (:xternal 
a<'t. It is a gross error to "11ppf....
 that we mn get rif) of the evil hy ('hanging its 
form. "\rlH'n the CurR\ir prnrni:-.... wax, the galJ(')' i:, ill t1:lIIg('r," .....1). tlw 
Sp:llli:ml:-:. But were (It'\"out mell, the ('onÍ('rnporaries of 
t. ,Jf'I"OIII(', thcrl.fore 
su})('rstitious, who offen.<<1 tlwir lights hl'forc tlu' !o'hrilH's of the saint..., ao; a sublime 
symhol of the honor duc t.) the fri
ut1..; of (;()(]? .\.nd have the moderns l'rndicat- 
f'(1 the f.;ulwr:-:tition from among.
t them
lvcs Ly rpmovillg the Ji
hts awl the 
:.;hrin('
? The IIWII oflattt'r :lges in gf'IH'ral have f:l11f'n into this ('..ror, whit'h ha:) 
h(,f'1I ahle to di:-:organi71' tlU' wholl' frallle of the HoC'ial state. In what
ociety was 
:o-up{'....tition more hateful, thall in tbat whi('J. was frankl)" Catholic? and in wh:1t 
had it gn'atf'r for('t', than in that whidl profes:;f,<1 to l,c r('forllll.(1? }'lIlkr al'- 
kIl Cl wlf,<lgf's that t)C) m:m)' in his days of r('{()I'm Wf'rl' like l'haraoh'ti magician:--, 
"ho ('(mId conjure' up with tlU'irt.harl\)
 mOf('IH'W fro;:.:, hut coult1 not remove those 
rnultitud.. . of frog
 whi('h w('re tllt'l"(' Lefore. "ï: 11 re'
l)l't't to t he 
lIppm';'f'd insig- 


., 
'lVRnorO]1\ (1e :-\impHcitu.tc Vitro Chri,..tianæ. cap. I. 
t Hah:c.ni 
(ßuri de Iu8tilutione \1eri('OIUlla, Lih. III. ('. S
. 

 1.1. III Fl"!>to ß )Iariæ )la
duL ('ouciu. 11. 


t Grad. XI. 
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uific8nce of <-'crtain actions rccolllmcmIed by the Catholic nlOrali,.;b, men would (10 
well to pau:;e before they censure. 
Cicero extols the 
aying of Pythagora
, "TUlll maximc, et pietatem et rcligion- 
em versari in animis, cum rebus divinis operam daremus;" amI the saying of 
Thales, that all \'i:-,ible things were full of divinity, so that the divinity should 
be in the eyes as well as in the miluls of men. * But a more striking fact is 
d- 
òuced in evidence hy John Picus of
IirandoJa, when he 
hows, in allu
ion to this 
sul)jcct, that one of the twelve conditions of a lover, is to love all things which 
belong to him that is loved, all his friends. houses, ve:,ts, and images. t ...\.llthese 
minute nusernmces might be vindicated, in the words even of a great modern 
poet, who says, 


"Thing and thought 
:Mix strangely ; trifles Jigh t, Bnd partly vain, 
Can prop, as you have learnt, our noh1er being: 
Yes, lady, whiJe about your ueck is wuund 
(Your casual glance oft meeting) Illis hright cord, 
What witchery, for pure gifts of inward seeing 
Lurks in it, :Mcmory's helper, Fancy's lord, 
For precious tremblings in your hosom found I" t 


The saying of Gerson had become a maxim with spiritual men, that God was 
a rcwarder not of verbs but of ad verbs; that b, he did not regard bU much the 
suh,tance of the action, as the manner and circUlllstallces belonging to it, whieh 
grammarians express by :1dverbial terminations. The more noble theologian!i 
held with Drexelius, in his golden little book "De recta iutl'ntiOlw," that a vir- 
tual intention in the performance of particular action:" although 
uflicicnt for the 
1110ral integrity of the work, is not sufficient for procuring an increa:;e of grace. 
)loreover, it should be ob:;ervecl, that all the rewards of devotion of ncce:,sity im- 
plied holine

 or amendment of manner:::;, and that the performanL'e of no e
ercise 
of picty was ceconcilable with a neglect of anyone of the es:-,cntial dlltic:) of a 
virtuoll:' life. Against the superstitions or vanities of the learned, the moralists of 
the mitltl1(> a
es were equally guarded. 
"'fhat do the holy ..l\.postlcs teach us 1" demands S. Bonaventura, "not the 
dramatic not how to read Plato not how to entawrle our:-,elve
 in the suhtilties of 
, , ö 
.c\ ri
totle, not how to learn alway:" and nevel' to cOllie to the I'\nowlcdge of truth; 
but they teach me how to live. Do you think it a :--mall matter tu know how to 
live? truly, it is a great thing, yea, the grcah'st uf all; for he doe=-- not live who 
i::; illflatctl with pride, de!jased by luxury, and illfe:-;tl:d with other pla
uc:.: 
ince 
this is not to live but to confounù life, and to approach to the gates of death :- 
but you liVt well if yuu li\'e orderly, sociably, amI humbly; orderly with regarù 
to your:-;elf sociably in relation to others, and humbly in re:--peet to God; orderly 
if rou be careful in your conversation. to pre:-:.erve your ways right in the sight 


* De LegilJUs. 11. 11. 


t XII. Hcgu1æ Diri
cnte8 


: Wonbworth. 
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of the l,or,I, amI ill tlw 
ight of Juur Iwighhol" ; so('iahly if 
'Oll 
('('k to hp ]o\"l'(l 
aud tu 10\"", and to .,ho\\ ,)"our:o-df 
entlc amI af1abh., UI.d 1u b 'ar not uilly patieJlt- 
]y, but \\ ilJillg)y, the illfirmities of your Lrcthn'lI, 
 weJI of their m3JlIll'r:oõ as of 
tlll'ir hO\lil:oi j hUlllbJ)', if lloing all tl.i:--, Jun 3,'oid the 
pirit of vallity, :tUlI d,-ny 
.. II ("011 "l'n t to it. "* 
In,lt'('\I, to di:--p1ay tl", li,'ing l'hafaett'r of thp Catholic morality durin
r the mid 
die ug"
, '''m)
 Ul'í'll nut I . multiplied. The foundation of all ..anctity "a., 
hnO\\D to lx, purity of cOIl::ICicm....e,t "hich "as on)y atlaillaLlc L.r the8upernatural 

trength ('l)lIJlllunil'..ted in tlae Ill
.
tt'ril'" of the Chri:-:tian f:..ith. "The life of the 
illtt'rior man," 
a'ys Hid.anl of ""t. Yictor, '.is divil1l' gral"t', fi)r as the hotly l'an 
do Iwthing without it=-- lifl', th' =-,uul, 
) our interior Illan ean do nuthilJl r good 
"ithout ,Iivine gr:.u't'."! III rl'g-anl to tlae Hi,'inp N::riptllrc:--, Dwn paid no 
.J wlaic .UI\] 
uper.-titioll<; rl'g-.ud to thl' Jl'ttl'r, hut witla:m inÌl.ll,'(,tual rC\'l'l'('n('p and 
"\'all
di....l fr,-,...lolII tlae.,' :-:ouglat to illJ1.iIÞl' awl pr"pa
atl' tlat' :-pirit. Pdrus <If" 
Hi
:t, of tlap dlllr('h of Hlaeirn.., a :-\'Iwb..ti,' awl pod of tlac twelfth Cl'utUl'Y, did 
nut 
rnpIe to (.'omlu'i:--c till' llt'('alogul' in flHlr Yt'r:'7"
 : 


.. 
I)t-rlw nl'US fu
ilo I}l'rjllri
, SH.hh Ih I"l'f\ I'. 

it tihi pl'lri
 honor, ..it tihi matli
nmnr 
l\nn f'i
 ocdsor, fur. mtrdms, tcsti" iniqu\1s : 
'ïcini
que thormn, rc
qne c"\'elo 
ml":'
 


Lin(':i 
o 1iulc :-1I"ppd.'t1 hy lUf'n of tIll' mi,J,ll(' ago..... of hil]llpll miSf'hief, that 
thpy an' qnoh
l a.. thl' Ih',
\lo;!up hy n.,I)I'I-t .1.. 
()rholl, in his !'f'rmOIl on pon- 


:--('U'II'"f'. 
I n truth, tlH'rl' i:-. Iwthing mor,' ...triking in tlae wholc moral hi..;tory of thn...(' 
tinw!', than the prodigioth vitality ",hieh di
tillgui!-Il(\(JI1l('n ill rrg:ml tn justi('('. 
Far wpre th..\, from imarrinin cr that np(r
ati\'p nWI'it in moral
 W:to; suftì,'ient fi)r 
. :""':"""'1 :""" 
thp fllItilnll'nt of that whi,'h wa
 tn as';lIa
' t hl' sou1'..; long thir
t. 
t. C:l'sarill:', 
of ..\rlp." h:Hl ('=-,p,'C'ialJy .ul,1r(':-:,.:.'(1 tho:-f' who think it !-1If1Ì<'ipnt rc)r ptt'rllaI lifi', to 
avoi,1 cvil withollt wi.;hin
 to du gl)()l], whic-It di""l)ur..e had l)('('ome unive
alJy 
celehratf'tL "Therc i:o. 3 C'f'rtaill fa' of mpl1 in thp holy ('ll1m'h," 
3YS Hu
o de 
f't. Victor, "to whom to h..lip\"" IIlpan
 only not t.. ('ontr:u1id f:.ith, who live 3" 
tlu'y were horn, not in lo\'jng or in approving that in whi('h tlu')" were 
1)1)1"n j who, if tlll')" hall hel'll horn c1scwhl'rp, wOlllll nut ha\'c bef>n of the faithful, 
for they hold faith throl1
h thp cURtum of life, not from ]ovc; aUll there is anothpr 
raCt' ofnwn morf'attellti\'ply (,ollsideringthe !'õtatf'ofhmnall life, :111(] on that a('cOllnt 
lwg-inllillg' to flllrtuatt' in f:.ith !o\in<'(' tll(')' I)(.holtl many an-r:-:l' amI alienatc't] from 
1
.ith, 311(11\'t who, hl'ing h',1 hy the pipt)" of faith, from two ..loubtful thing..., 
('house that" hich they learned from the Chri.,tian <1o('t rille; 311(1 tlH're is :lIIoth(,1" 


* 'tedilnt. Yitæ Chri...ti, ('up. 4M. t Ludo\"ic TIlnsii 
onsolat. Pu::>siIJaa. I. 
t Richar.l :-\. Yiet. d.. EnulitiolU' Homini - Interim i:" Lib. I cap. 3. 

 Bu]æus lIist. Uni\"crs. Paris. T"I1\. I I. 
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race of men, certain and confirmp(} in theil' faith, WllOlIl God confirms either by 
external miracles, or by internal in:"pil'ation. "* Durin;; the middle ag
, nU'n 
who were in carnC-it in every thing, set their hearts 011 whatever their rea- 
son judged best; and said, in the expre:)
ivc language of their romantic writer:o;, 
" Le cueur faict l'homme et non mye Ie corps. Car Ie cucur est sire du corps et 
]e COl'P.
 est serf du cueur."t They po,.;=-e=-spd what au ancient disciple ûf the 
Stagyrite stylea a certain d{'pth and greatnl'
s of soul-!XElY ôÉ Tl ßá8o
 r;;; 
7!'vx,j; lLaÌ J1Éy
Bo;.t I 11 
hOl.t, it was known that in every state all depended upon 
what was the will. [ndeed, S1. Augustin say
, "Omnis nihil aliud quam volun 
tates 8unt."9 And he illustrates this by citing the in
tance of the good and bad 
angels, of whom the nature is the same, thc will d ifferent.1I The inference is drawn 
by Dante : 


--- "Hence thou must infer 
TlJat love is germin of each virtue in ye, 
AmI of eaeh act no less, that merits pain. "'- 


St. Thomas says, that every act of man is good and m{'ritorious, or morally 
evil and demeritorious, accOl'ding as it proceeds or not from the deliberation ot 
reason. Indeed, not only a'3 his disciple, the blessed doctor, shows this whole 
beatitude of the just, is eminently of choice, for as prudence is in the intellect, 
and the ten virtues of the Stagyrite in the sensitive appetite, so justice is in the 
will ;"'* but also St. Bernardine, of Sienna, showed that each of the eight beati. 
tudes implies and requires an intention, "for it is not said, " he remark
, "beati 
qui tristantur;' but" beati qui lugent."tt "All can be just," says Richard or 
St. Victor, " if they perfectly wish to be just.":t:t And again he proceeds even 
further, "Sola enim justa velIe est jam jUbtum 
e:' 99 The answer of St. 
Thomas, the angel of the school, to his sister, who asked what she should do to 
be saved, was this "wish to be saved! " "0 summam Dei Patris liberal;t.atem," 
exclaims Picus, of 
Iirandula, "summam et adlllirandam hominis felicitatem, 
cui datum id habere quod optat, id esse quo<l velit."1I1I Such is the lesson con- 
veyed to Dante by the spirit of 
Iarco Lombardo: 


" Light have ye stilJ to foHow evil or good, 
And of the wiU free power. wlJieh, if it stand, 
Firm and unwearieà in heaven's fir:;t f'
say, 
Conquers at last, so it be cherish'd well, 
Triumphant over alL" 


The Christian religion had, in fact, fOl'malized and developed the great truth 


. Hugo de S. Viet. Eruditionis Theolog. ex Mi&'eUan, Lib. I. tit. 18. 
t Gyron Ie Courtois f. CCXXXVIIl. t De Virtut. et Vito 
 De Civitate Dei, Lib. XIV. 6. 
I Id. Lib. XII. 1. ,- Purg. XVII. .. Ægid. Rom. de Regim. II. 1. c. 3. 
ft S. Bern. Senens. Tom. 111. Serm. VII. 
U Richardi S. Victor, de Præparatione Animi ad Contemp]atione, cap. 2. 

S Id De Contemp]atione, Lib. III. 16. II .Joan .PicGlJ :Mirandula de Hominum Dignitatt.. 
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whi('h wa-: fir..t di
lo..t'(l in tht' ,Judaic tradition!", that t'vi] was voluntary and 
irnmah,..ial; Ii.)r in aU the an(.ient :-iJstclU!" of the }
ast evil i
 rl'prt'st'ntf'(l a'i invol- 
untary, aud its action wholly matt'.'ial, "ynonymous "ith the concupiscence of 
nature. \rhat wa!-- it, in fact, which imparted that moral grandeur which h 
 
surp.'i!4('(1 and deJighte.1 !"o many modern authors in the history of the middlf\ agl''", 
prompting tht' poet to ('x(.Jaim : 


"In those old romantic ÙS)S, 
1light) were tbe sours commsl1dmcou 
To support. restraIn, or rai:iC. 
Foes might baDb up"n tbelr path, snakes rustle near. 
But notl1lng from their in ward s Iveø had they to fear.". 


And giving occasion to the historian'6 remark, that even time::! of little learning 
as the fifth century in }i'rance, were neverthel . 
 ftgf'S in \vhich abounded mell of 
gn'at charactt'r8.t 1 is not that in f()rmer time the whole of nature WW:J mure 
Ii ving amI 6piritual than at present, but that there Wai a hearty desire aud a de- 
cided will. The mora1 grandeur arose from the prevalence of that wish, which 
W3:i the desire LO beautifuUy e'1:prt'
scd hy Richanl of St. Victor, "to attain to 
that life in which no OUf" dit's, no one hunger
, no one thir
t.
, no one fears an 
enemy. 110 one betrays a frit'nd."t "For ",hat, el--e ronstitutc.,; a character," a
 

ovalis remarks, "but a perfectly formed will ?"
 "'l.at is it that now prevents 
meu otberwi e free from attaining to that hi
h intellectual sovereignty, possessed 
hy;,o many members of the hc.'l,.cnly rt'puhlio in the middle age...;? It is the 
fàtali
rn introouc(.tI Iw the religiou.. innovatoN of the ...iAt{'enth century. It is 
the opinion that man io; hut a pa.....ive in:-trunwnt UlHIt'r grace; for that was their 
main point. t;o that Er;I
mlIs, in hi" work DC' Liberu \ rhitrio, 6truck a blow 
whic-Ja went to the \'cr'y 1H'.lrt of Lutht'r, as that arch chieftain felt. "\Vho will 
d('li\'er me frum Era"l1llls 't" wa
 his cry. h 'by God take away Erasmus from 
m · !" II i'i all
cr a(raill
t other men 
cmctl, 
 
Iichclet fpmarked, rather nn 
anJ!el" of good humor; he wa
 red when be wrote again::;t the Pope.-:;, but he grew 
pale when he rpplied to Erasmus. 
\\1aat is it whi('h remler
 the institutions of catholicism, as they exi
ted in the 
middl,. a
e
, 
o o(liou:o' to the modern<;;, that the wholp hent of their mind i!i now 
to SW('(>p them from the earth? It is tlll'Ü. own ",ant of a fixed and decided will. 
This want alone l't'nders hateful to them the monastic rule, the discipline of holy 
ordt'r
, amI tilt' iu\"wlahle character of the ruarriagestate. Th(\'-
 w3,.ering r('f.d-:, 

o 
h3ken hy eVf'ry wind, seem to fear the immutability which bc1ong
 es!-cntially 
to \\ hatC'\'er is Catholic; they woul(l ask delay; they would have liberty to returlJ ; 
thf'Y may wi<;;h it to-<1ay, but will they wish it to.morro\\? Oh! these deliber- 


· Wordsworth. 
t Staudenmaier Johan. Scotus Erigena und die Wis enschaft Seincr Zeit. I. 64. 
: Richailli 5. Viet. de B.lptismo Chri8t!. 9 ::;chriftcn. U. 284 
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:lte foolf;, how often, when they do choose, they have the wisdom by their wit to 
lose ! 
The spirit of the Catholic morality was wholly opposed to this practical fatali:-;m, 
which is so characteristic of men at the pr
cnt day, aud which gives the true ex- 
planation why the lauguage amI concluct of lUany iugelliouo; a1HIlearued persons are 
in contradiction with each other. The principle of their fal
e 
ecnrity is com bat h>ò 
by St. ChrysoswlII, in his homilies UplHl ProvitlelH'e. Go(I IJa
 !'aid, " I haw" 
placed before you fire aIHI water, life and death; stretch fiH"th your llamI: I leave 
you f.'ee to choose."* The demon, 011 the contrary, says, "It is not in vour }>ow- 
er to make a choice: neces:,ity has pronounced for you: it is f(>r you to suhmit." 
So we Illay hear it argued by some whu say, you h:we been horn under this di:--- 
cipline; )'001' relations, your friel1l1s, have all professed it; all your (luties in life 
rpquire you to remain attached to it, at lea..t externally. Your name i..; chooser, but 
you cannot dlOo:,e. The Catholic religion Illay be tl"lH', hut you ha'"e not bc<>n 
dcstined to embrace it, as is evident from the circum..:tance of your birth in a 
country where it is rejected. But if lIecessity cxi:-,ts, to resume the reasolling of St. 
Chr)"sostom, "there is no such thin
 as justice; if nece:,="ity exists, faith, religion, 
are only vain words, without any sense; if necessity exists, God does not exist; 
ifllecessity exisL" there is 110 such thing as ,'irtue, no bnch thing a'3 crime; all 
our actions are ind iflerent; all our miseries incon:-,obble; praise, blame, shame, 
11Onesty, law::;, all are bnt empty sound, :-:ignifying nothin 6 ."t " fhere i" no c.i- 
scntial C
U1:'e for nn e,'il wiIl," say:; St. Augu:-itin, "but only a deficient cause- 
the want of a right wil1, as in u,'arice, and luxury, and vain-gIOl'y, where there is 
merely a wantof ajust l>reference of what i!'ò iufillite1y more valuable, more beau- 
tifnl, nnd more nobIt>, that what is cho:-ien."! The G('utile philosopher .observed, 
th:lt the fountain and heael of mi:-,erie:;, amI the root of all c,"ils, was a conviction 
that uo disease of the mind was voluntary, and a matter of opinion or choice,9 the 
gronndlp
ness of which, \?il'gil !Ohow::) in those four words: 


"POSSUDt, quia posse virlentur. "I 


During the middle age!'ò, the error which d('nies the freedom of the human will, 
neady di
app(,31's; and it was n>:,en"('d for the i'ophist of Geueva, in the sixt
enth 
century, to exhibit to the \\"0..h1, in his own per:-:on, and not without occasional in- 
dications of the intel.ior honor cOllscqucnt on such a combination, a Ipgist and a 
f:ltalist al:: a reformer of philo:-,ophy. The errors :\ttrihuted to the unhappy Gott- 
:,chalk of Fulda in the ninth 
pntu)"v IHa," haye I 13rtl\" m.i!'('n from the calamiti
:-; 
" ,'" '" 
of his own Ii fp, to wlti('" St3ndf'nmaier, with great probahility, ascribes them, 
Xo sooner had he diselo:,ed hi
 spntin1l'nt:ö:. Oil pr{'(l

tination, while on a vi
it to 
Connt Eberhard of Friolll, than the 
cal1<la1 
pr('ad far amI near. Raban ::\Iam., 
t'I(,11 A rchhi!'hop {If )[ayence, wrote imnH:'diately ag:tin
t them, 
ummoned a qynod 


" Eccl. IV. 17. tHorn. Y. 
I ..Encid. V. 231. 


t Dc Ch"it. Dei, Liù. XII. 8, 9. 
-: J ohau. ::;CQt. E rig. 1. 17;;. 
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in 
 18 to C'onc1t'mn them, rolled upon Tlilll'mar, .\rehhi:--Iwp of Rhcill1
, hi
 n1l>t- 
ropolitan, to take mea"'III't.
 to Pl'cvent him frolD infu..ing slich noxious doctrine ill- 
to the mind.... of that CIII.i.,tian people, amI t'xpo..;t.d the practical alHI fatal {'vil;o, 
that would rc:o-ult f("Om 'uch 811 opinion in a leul.r to that Pl'clate, "ho, a.... far a"- 
tbe c:mse of truth \\3S concerned, must he al'kllowllocJ,red to h
1\'e \\ ritteu \\ ith 
nhility aluI ju
ti('('. * Against the errors to \\ hich thi:, qlll'
tion gave hirth, Flor- 
us, the dt'..leon, upologizt''; (or writill
 ; ob
(,I'ving that, H ther dl'e ea...il)' di
pro\'- 
cd, with God'. u.. ibt:II1Cf>, nnd ('\'l'n 
h(t\\ 11 worthy of laughh'r amI !-i('orn hy the 
faithful, "ho arc excrci:-'l'tl in 'l'red rmdillg, :-incc the)' are Ilw:-,t vain, and a,raill.,t 
filith, 
1I1tI full of m:mifp..,t fal...ehuod."t 
TIt(' wm'k.. of Prnd('ntills, of Tro)'e.::, of Lupus, Abbot of J'crrieres, of Ra- 
traIUIHI
, monk ofCorhy, al1<I of \molon, AI'd.hi...lwp of LYOII";, origillarill
 ill th;
 
rontro\"cr:"y, werf> all di...tinu'ui..h<'C1 hy va..t f>rlHlition nmI profound philosophy, 
Finall
., the (\atJlOJic tlodri.w on fr<'t'-wiJI amI tIle hloocl of Chri
t, :,1.&1 for :iJl 
men, was confirmed aud tlccret.'(1 Ly Pop
 XichoJas the Fir
t, ill the )"e.1r 8.-9. 
Ev('n the philo..;ophio \\ ri
er;ol of the fifì.('('nth ('t\ntury mo:--t udcliet('(1 to oiubtle 
!-}w(\uJation.. r(>...peding fitith, !-ouch a.... Can1an,t alltl )1ar
iliu..; Fieinu..., leave the 
\\'ill fl"('('; the latter besid(" cpmpo:,ing a tf{'ati')c in d.>f(>ucc of frec-" ill, declariu
 
rq
1tcdly in his letter" that nothing ii more voluntary than goodn. "
 In prac- 
tice, \\'c can only tracc the {'Outrary opinion in a few ùctaehetl ('pi
od(..., of whi('h 
Torq,wm:uIl', the 
p:Hliard, furni..h('<-. an c:\.amplc in thp ft)110\\ in
 n:lI'rati\'e: ((OUt' 
e\'('nin
," 
aith lit', CIa... I \\'a... wa.lking with ðOlUe gentlemen III the fields, :!tljom- 
iog a certain great city of this kingdom, we sa\\ in a vaHey three men preparin
 
:l ,\hcel for the cxccution of bome criminal. which was to take placc on the fol- 
lowing d\\y. 'TI)l'r
,' 
.tid one of 111)" companions 'is thc executioner, a }"Ouu
 
lUan \\ ho it i:-, said i-;:L 
ood grammarian, and of gentle m:lnners.' I wa:, greatly 
a.,toni..hed to hear thi-l. I, upon comiug to th 
 plaCt', I 10ol
CtI n:urowJy at the 
) oung man, who W:h or a pll.':.L",ing mien, and seemed not more than tw('uty. 
one yror.-. of age. I a...;kCtI him if he was the cxecutioncr, amI he 
id that h., W:1
. 
I a",ketl }.im ill l,atin ifJJe had f.tllc1ied, and he r('plied with (.Jc
all(,(" in tne :--:une 
langnagl', that he h:1(1 ; ,uul I :l"k.'cl him of what countr}. he wa=-" aud he replied, 
't:)incc yon know me to be the t'xeclitioIlCl., JOU ought not to 3.;;1" m' my counia'".' 
'But how then,' I <,ontinuCtl, 'ron )"011 have unùertakrn 
l1ch all offi('(' :1" thi:,"! 
Cf>rtainly, you nre ,'el)' guilty in this respect, 
in('c God ha<; givt'u JOU gracE', alltl 
th... di:--po
ition 3ud ahility to do good, ami )"l't ).Oll do not employ hi:-: gift.... as 
)"ou ought.' ...\fter hearing me \\ ith attention, he replied, 'Sir, my fat.- wouleI 
have it so: I cannot fC5ist m)? fatc.' fhell perceiving his grand error and i
- 
norancc, I began along' ùiscoursr, snowed him tbat thcre was no !'11('h tI.ing a
 f:.lt<>, 
that 111l'1l 113cl frre-will, :uul might do what they dlO:-iC, that they had no right to 


· Hine-mar dc Prædc!':tin. 
f ITiC'Tlln. (.'lnl. de I.ihris Proprik 


t 'buguin Vind. Præcl. Tom, I. 5"1. 

 'hr-i}. Ficin. ]:pi
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lay the blame on fate, but on them:-õelves, when they chose an evil instead of a 
good way; in fine, he li
tf'ned to me eagerl)', and let fall a shower of tears to 
my great :,urpri:-õc; and he f'aid, '){y mi:-õfortune has proceeded from mJ having 
had hithel"to this bandage over my t')'C:'. Since it is so, I will takc anuther 
course, and not dishonor my famih'; for you mu:st know, that I am of a noble 
famil)', and that I have been IO::it thmugh gambling, which ha<; reduced me tv 
this state; but I give thanks to God, that no one hitherto Ila:; di
covered me, for 
my country is far from hel'e. I shall change my life, aud endeavor to follow 
your good advice;' and as he never ceased to weep, he rcturuf'd home with me 
to my housp, and passed the whole night thcre in sighs and tear
, and at break or 
day he departed, and I saw him 110 more; Lut from what I observed in him, I 
have great hopes that he did what he promised."* 
The writers of the miùdle ages generally treat the opinion of the fatalistg ag an 
error exploded, which the mere view of a sower who 
ow:; grain in the fields can 
di:,per:5e. "
\...lI1ong all the goOtl:; of creation," says ltichard of St. Ylctor, "there 
i:; nothing mure 
llblillle, nothing more worthy, than free-will, according to which 
man is madc in the image uf God."t "In thi
," he says, "the rational creature 
has an excellent dignity, that he Scf\'es his Creatur voluntarily, not from COlll- 
Jmlsion."î In :filet, the whole di:-,cipline and philosophy of the Catholic Chur('h 
lIepeuded upCln this doctrine. Ileal' again Uichal'd: ")1an pre:;ume." to mitigate 
the anger of the omnipotent God, amI prevail:" when the sentence hath gone forth: 
and man offers himself to death, awl impo
es an end on necessity. To such a 
height of audacity does the consummation of charity exalt the mind of man. Be- 
hold how it makes man presume beyond man, by making him presume in 
God. " 
The living morality of the Catholic states was opposed also to that systematic 
sloth under the mask of prudence and moderation, by which eventually the spirit 
of the obligation itself is sacrificed, not withstanding the continued profession of re- 
spect for the duty which it was intended to enforce; for by always resting satisfiL.J 
with keeping within the law, the limits are at length so encroached upon, that men 
may have passed beyond unaware
, the little which wa
 to be observed, being per- 
formed with indifference, and perhaps reduced to a mere nominal compliance, 
till hy degrees all is renounced, all forgotten, and men relapc;e to the manners of 
a Gentile sensuality. )1ilton feelingly deplores the moral condition of his con- 
temporaries, after the vital principle of Catholicism had been lost. There \\ ere 
heard, indeed, on all sid
, many l)ompol1s eulogics of virtue, and mu('h boast of 
morality and reformation, but what was the fact? "Custom," said he, "still i..: si- 
lentlv received fc)r the b('<;t instructor. fillinO' eaeh estate of life and profe
:":ii()n 
. , ð 
with abject and ðcrvile prÎm'iples,depre:5sing the high and he:lven-boru :-pirit uf man 


'" Hexamcron. 3;)4. t Rich:!.rdi S. Viet. de Statu Interioris Hominis, I. 1. c. 3. 
: 1.1 gllper Apoca]ypsm. Lib. V. c. 9. 
 Dc Gradibu
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far 1""Ul'ath thc ("olHlitioli ,\ IH'rcin ('itlu.'r (;0(1 ('r('.ah.tl Ilim or !-in hath :-.UII1.: him." 
Such wai 110t the ('u:-tOIl1 of tht' middle ages; III) onc ii'ar(.el thl' r('pro:u'h (If ...in- 
gularity UI' fanutì('i:o.Ul, "lll'n l'4.ali7ing in hi.. :wtiolls til · t
.pe of 1II0ral grandt'ur, 
whil'h wa.. ilò hi... ht'art. The lIumLc'r wa., not thell :-1) grc..lt of thu' ., who, u-, Ci- 
('t'ro !'ay
 of Pi,,:.l, t'rt'pt tn honor.. Ity tIle t'rrur of nl('lI, amI hy tlU' rl'('umll1clulation 
of t-moI..)" ima1rl.... whidl thC'
. re':-<<'lIIhle (I tllIl). in ('olor; but JlIC'II, ('whlt'll with 
j;aith, ditl oft attain in Imn...t pO\'t.t1y to hight.....t. tll't'(I:-. Sloth \\a.. I..no\\ n :I" Oil(' 
ofthp :- "":>11 :-.iu.s that L"Oll
ign the ...onl to dl.uth; mltl sloth, n tr<<lil.g tn the an- 
tlwrs of t]1P mitldlt. n
e, wa..; a Jazi UP:-., hf minel, neg]ecting to },l'gill or pro"'t"Cutl. good 
thin
... Thi
, in fae.t, ('uIHleetl'll nith t!IC proeli:;iou
 adi\"it
. oftlwpvil prilwipJt', 
i
 the grt'.lt tli:-t':I:-p (If our lIatnre, to \\ hidl the dmrd. alhult.s in that aff<<'(.till;! 
1"1'pro:U'h whi('h :--lu' pnlo\ into the mouth ()f till' tli\'inl' Jt.:,\u", ,. r 11:1 hora non po- 
tui..ti::, \"igilar' nlt'culll? Yd .Tmlam non vitINi..;, (l'lol1l.l1U lion tlurmit, b.el fc
- 
tilmt tradPI'e mc Jmlæis ?" It i.; to 1"O\l..t' 111l'1I from thi", ap.ath
' that the CJ.tholio 
1Il)":'.tt'rit... nrc inh'lult'tl, for while it prt.'c1omill:lt(., all hop..... an' vain; !--o gr'eat i,; 
ih(.t1l'(.tS that the ....u.l"l'l1 N'r.iptnr(' :-a
..., in imaöint. Iwrlran..it IItH1w, Yon may 
look upon U:oI a tJl(m
alHl tiIllP:-, alul 
.ou "iillU'V('r
pc Ih ri3C III' mltl wa11... ,re 
are hilt pOOl' paint<<'ll imugt.:-; \\ C :'l'('11l to wi..h (.," 'r
. mUIIll'nt tn rj"I' DIUI btand hll 
uur fed, hut \\ C ùn nut ri...c or MalleI. .\11 ju..tire i; cmtragl.'d, thc ('hiltlren uf(;o.{ 
nrt' hUlltNI down alltl !'laiu like woh.<< , in onlt'l. that a r('mur
.,de."'\:,> hawI nl:l). 
t-l'izt' t]U' a ;yllims whi(.h f:lith h:ul ('()J)-.trll('[(\(l fin" tiwlll. ,r care C"J.J1('l1 upon to 
ri";t', that i.., to rai:- ' n \"oit.c ill thl.ir hchalf-lmt we ri..,c uut, we bit in ::-i1cnce-in 
imaginc p<<>rtr:m..it hOlllo. 
J t wtlul.l be tl.\(. f.u. to venture from our path were I to point (Jut how the 
eOllr..;c of human hi..tory oear:,> willlt"'i tu the tll'C:l.)" of the vivifying principle of 
Catholic mora],; hut we (':IU odIUM tht.! l'Ill'(.t..; tli...pbYl.d in a I"l'lI1arlmhle lIIan- 
lIer from any point. !'of) that they will he vi..ihlc if thc)" only regard the material 
lllOnUmel)(-; ull whid. I hlfur' trl':lt('tl, :.... ha,.ing I)('t'n th. work of faith. For 
uL:-.'rn't it i... in the bixll'Cuth ('{'ntury, tl1ut IJt
rJr all the 
reat "ork...,..fChristi:m 
í"t'al, a.. thn.,(' or 
trchitt,<.tur(', !'otnp :-.hnrt. I t is tll('n that 
o many great llncl..rt:al..- 
iugs ar(' interrupt<<'ll, to ]H' 110 mort. 1"1.....UII1t'(I. The gr:uull'..t (':athcdral.. rcmaill 
laalf-fini..lu'l1. une with it.. ('hoil' only t.rt.ctetI, anotlu r with merely it., n:l"C, 
others without a front (lr :l !--pi rt', :->uhl ime fr.lgrnell t:-, at t I If.' 
igllt uf \\ I. i('h 1I1I1' :a..I..:s, 
]ltm. <":.1111' to di
:.ppem', :all of a "'U<<MCII, thi.., gi:mt l'a('I' of lIIa..lIlI.. a.ltl fo, .ulplol'-;? 
] [m'. (H.tlllt' tlll're to hc 110 llIon' 
rl'3t f(U!lUl:1tioll" fOl' tilt' :o>piri[ual :ultlm:Itl'I'ial wanl:i 
of 
ncie:)"'? It i", that faith then s.'e" W('.lI.:; 1I1{'1I hC b 3u tl) protc..t awl to llouLt : 
Ìt) 11:.l\"e un 101l1;('r a pcrft'Ctly-fcn'lIlet1 \\ ill, to ha,'c no htrcngth to In'gin 01" to pro
- 
t'Cute 
1)Q(1 thin:.;",: ur in uthcl. WO!'tJ..., it wa.
 then that the cu::!tom uf whic.1t 'Iiltun 
:--POh.C, h('camc fixt'cI alltI naturalizCtl amollg tIll' 1"3('('-; of m('1l that h:ul hl'l'n fc.r f'0 
many <,<'nturic.; hefore in honor, and with:1II intimate con,'idion oftlll'ir dignity. 
_\wl who, tlH-'l"pf(>rf', nm," (':111 tl'aC'(' any !'opirit of life \\ ithin the \":1.-;t organi7ation 
of the ancÏl..nt t.;O(.iC'ty, where the principle of ib exi
tcn('c ha.., o('('n ,\itlulrawll? 
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On the seats of tlH'ir an('f'
tor
 thp moderns appear like the Homan collP
f' of .\ lI- 
gllrs in the time of Dion)'siu..;, who d(':,,('rih(':,; them as so d('a\'in
 to the ancient 
form, that when magi
trah'
 were to he ('Ieclc(l, and caIH]idatp=", having prayC(] in 
the open air at dawn of day, joOome on(' of the angurs lIs('11 to (lec1arc that there 
was lightning on the left hanel, though none app
ared, alld adding, that this con- 
firmed the election.* During' the middle ages, these <hy LotH'
 that we s>e around 
were living, for into all the institution,; and mann('I'
 of catholicism, there \",as 
infu
ed a 
pirit, and no :-uC'h dead empty fiH'm
, phantom:" without nerve..; or 
flesh, were e\'er hp
leld in a Clu'i:o\tian slate. 
"re ha\"(' spen that the Catholic morality, synonymous with a determined will, 
depended for its strength and influence npon grace; it remains only to ob...en'e 
what wa" it
 principle and motive. 
St. Augu
tin 
aysJ that n1f'n begin often hy only feat'ing elprnal plmi:,hnlPnt 
and 
o ab
taining f!"Olll sin. "Tin1Pnt quidcrn." he continuc:-" "sed non :un:lIlt 
justitiam, cum :lIltem pel' til1lorem continent se a pel'C'ato fit con:metlldo jll:-,titiæ 
et incipit quod dlll"lllll emt amari, et dulce:-;cit Deus." t This is the 
tate of initial 
lo\.e. Servilely :-,ervile fear, according to theologians, wa.:; what rp
tmills a man 
from sin who retaill
 the wish to sin, if eternal Pllni:-;hment wel"e not awarded 
against sin. This fear was held to be an ad(]itional sin; hut sen'ile f<'3r, recom- 
mended by Christ, is that of a man restrained by fear', who <loe:; not 
peculate 
what he would do if there were 110 puni
hment for sin. This fear is called hy 
St. 
\.mbrose " the key of a fluctuating soul," and by St. Gregory, " an anchor of 
the mind." The spirit of the middle age:;; harmonized with the condesccn:òiion of 
Divine justice; but it rose above the limits which were prescribed. " The com- 
punction of fear ha;; bitteflle

," 
ays Richard of S1. Vîctor, " the compunction 
of lo\'e sweetne:-,s; he who is only affected by fear, feed
1 indeed, on spiritual, 
though not on sweet food; but he who from the desire of eternal joy, pours fiu.th 
tears, is refreshed with food both sweet and spirituaL" t The angel 
trnck Pder, 

aying, "s1.
rge veliciter," and the chains fell from his hands without any d'fiHt or 
violence. "The cause," says Xieremberg, "was becanse the light 
hone upon him; 
for he who is enlightened hy the light of truth, has no úC<'3:5ion to offer vio]enCf' 
to himself to conquer his evil passions. Sweet is this mode of victory by the prae- 
tical knowledge of truth."t As Richard of St. Victor say:--, "lO\'e 
('lIerates knowl. 
edge, and puts all end to sins, through a fear of offending him. who is it..; ohJPCt." 
 
But this chapter has alt'eady ('xceeded the due limit
. Let U
 h('3r the conclusion 
which Xovalis, a disciple of the modern
, drew from a 51ll've
" of the whole sub- 
ject, and then we may pass on. "Practical, living Christiallit
"" f:ays this pro- 
found thinker, "was the old Catho1ic faith, which was a heli('f in Chri:òit, in his 
moth('r. ana in thp 8aint
. Tt
 ('on
tant pre!'ence in life. its love fOl. art, its deep 


.. IPs. CU.vlÌ. t Riclmrdi S. de Yicf. de Coutemplatione, II. 71. 

 P. Xieremhcrg Doct. A."cet. Lib. Il. 6.39. 

 RiclJarrli S. Yict. in Cantica CallticOl urn, c. 41. 
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!uuu:mit,y, the ndi

oluhlclH."'; of its marrÏ3ge, its hcne\"oll'nt C'Ommnni('3ti\'ct1(.
." 
its joy in humilit), obcdienc(', and truth, attl'st dcarly and indubitahly the ex. 
istl'I1('
 of the genuilw "pil"it of religion."* 6\ remarkabl. tl':'\timony, that :It any 
period might well claim the deep atteution of .ill who \\andered with it
 author 
from the way of :mthorih', but which 3
 umcs a still greater degree of interest 
when we ob
cf\.e that now, at'tcr men ha\'e had an intt'rval of more than three 
hundrcd :n':us for construding a different 
yst4'tnJ the standard work upon mOI1lI
 
of the nation which i looked lip to ao; the most enlightened upon e.,rth, is pro- 
nQuuced Ly judges of the hight':.t C3p.icity to r' t upon a defective principle, and 
to be m i:o.eh ie\"ou
 ill it., prac.t ie
11 con,-,pq uenet':". 
t, I think," says an iIlll04riou... prof
..;or, in his disc'our:--e on th(' r-;tuclies of the 
university in which that work is }"('ccin'tJ as cla......ical, und which ju!'dy hO:1.::ltb 
of him RoO) its brightt..,t ornament, " th:1t to njc.ct Ih. moral 
 'n!:le is tf) destroy the 
fouucbtion of all moral philo
ophy; that the rnle of eJCpNlil'nc)", :1<'; 
tate(l by 
Palcy, i.. ha-.('(l in f:\l
 rea
cming on tile attrihuh'
 of God; that the rule it...elf 
ii ill 
uit('(l to the capacity ùf nH'1l i that it is oppo-.cd to the true 
pirit f)f the 
Chri
tian religion; that however hom.stly it m:l
. he :le<.'pptl'd, it tend., inevit- 
ably to lower the standard of \
I)at is right elnel 
J( J i and la
tly, that wherevE'r 
the utilihu'ian system io; C3rriecl, throu1;h the inflll 'noe of popular \\'riting
, into 
practi(.al t'f1
.('t, it will be found to cncl in results lUo
t pcstilent to the hunor and 
happÏlH' '-; of man."t 


C1L\PTEH XII. 


-'I . HE ol
ection to the morality of the Catholic church, on t1](' SUppo
('d 
f m f 
 ground of its incompatability \\ ith th(' doctril1l' of a di\.ine atonement, 
>>-:If: ha.CJ pIa,yed too great a part in history to he pa

.J over in 
ilence ; 
g; ...
 1) 
. JoT though otherwi
e :IS philo...opher
, mC'1) would have but little to 
ay ["('. 
t l"t 'peeling it, phil",oph."" lint haying 10 Tl'3<on again-t phantolll"; hnt, 
us an lai:,to..ian of the mi(Jclle ages,une cannot omit (.xamining an ohjection 
which in\.olvps not merely a prodigi()u
 (.rt"0l', but al
o a flagrant misrepre<õ;enta- 
tion of pJ.st tim. If here 36rain I should seem to entel' fill' upon theologic:l1 
ground, the reader cannot, with rf'.lson, considC'r me a
 a tn'!'passer, for the qm's- 
tion of grace involve" the whole hi:-ltory of the sixtf'f'nth c('ntury. I f an hi:o-to. 
rian can be only a geographer in some a
e=-" in other.., he mu...t he a theol()
ian. 
I t has been justly remarked by !\lichdet, tLat H.ohertson's history i
 the mo
t oh- 


· 
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scure and Ullða.tIsfacwry of all books, oreciselv Lecaul:>C cventd are nut pre.;elltelL 
iu it froIll this elevated point of view; for without investigating the theoJog'lCal 
que::;tion, it is impossible to understand the events of that time, whereas the great 
work on the variation::; by Rossuet, ma.y be justly considered as being, perhaps, thl' 
very best history iu the J,'rench language. 
"Domine, memorabor justitiæ tuæ sol ius. " You find in these \\ ord:-;, reader, 
nu contradiction to the line of argument hitherto pursued in this re\ iew of his- 
tory; for you are aware that in commemorating the deeds of just men during 
ages of faith, we ha.ve but recorded and maglllfied, a::; the hmguag" ùf thu:re timed 
proclaimed, the acts of God. ")Ian has nothing but what he ha.3 received;' to 
use the words of Richard of St. Victor, "and he can do nothing unle
:::> by him 
from whom he received it. Some things, indeed, he can do by nature, and somo 
by grace 
 for the goods of nature are one thing, and thoðe of grace are another. 
Xeverthcless, it i::; certain that both are of grace, for nature Itself is of grace: the 
first, therefore, are goods from graee preceding, anù tne second are goods from 
sub:mquent grace. .'* This was an early lesson given to men. "Xllllus apUll tc 
per se innocens," said )Ioses, t and the words of Job expre::;sed a traditionary as 
well ag a personal wisdom, when he said that no man IS j'lstified before Ood. 
.. 
ay, whoever compares himself to the 
\uthor uf good," says Pope St. Gregory 
the Great, in his morals, commenting npon Job's word:;, "deprivp::; himself of the 
gooù which he haa received, for he who arrogates to lumself the gooù which he 
hath received, fights against Gml with his own gifts; therefore he who liftcth him- 
self up is justly clestroJed. '1 That God of sovereign grace was pleased to impart 
his gifts to the redeemeù race, and then to crown them, was illùecd of faith, if so 
eviJent a truth cou]ù be so termed. ,. Qui crea,it te sine te, Bon jm;tifical,it tu 
sine te, " was the 
ayillg of St. ..\ngustin. 
t. Paul ::;aid that hl' had fought the 
good fight, and that henceforth there was a crown laId up for him, which ,\as a. 
con
nlllmation sought by all who heard the church, the groUlul of who::;e hope id 
thus stated by Dallte- 


-" For do not doubt 
But to receive the grace which heaven vouchsafes 
l<; meritol"ious, even as the soul 
""ith prompt atft'ction we]comcth tIlt' gw.st," 
 


., _ \re there no merits of the just ?" a
ks 
t. Augustin. " 'fhere are, certainly," 
he replie:-:, "because they are j.ust ; but that they f'houM lw('ome just then' wert' no 
merits. "II The religious inllonttors affirmed, that they haa restorptl to ß\('n the 
knowledge of jnstifieation antl atonement, but nothing cou]d Fl1rpa
S the <,xtra\ 30- 
gance of snch an assertion, though many of them certainly marle it in slIlcprity ; 
-strange and wholly ine"{pli('alJle <<elusion, which mns:t Ù(' Teferrerl to Fome nß- 


· Hichat'di S. Viet. d" Statu Interior'is Hommis. I. 20. t Exotl. XXXI\". 
:J: S. r;'t.,,
. )[ol'al, Lib. IX. cau. 2. 
 Pamd. :XXIX. II S. .\ug-u-.C Epi<:.t. CT :td Sixfmn 
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 urch.Lblc counsels of D
\ iuo Pru\"idel1co 
 The" holl' hi8tury amI ph;'o
uphy 
of thl' Catholic church, pt"Odailll that upon that ùuctrilll' the.' human r;.
 ha
l hl'cn 


,bli
hed unintl'rruptcdly from the fir:,t tla\\ 1\ of tlw LI
eJ light \\ Iud. hUll 
unnounl'cil to sinncrs the my::,tcI) of their re(ll'lllption. It will bu Ix'Upr J10t to 
trl'at thi
 subject \\ ilh a \ ic\V to the dognmti('al l'rrors of tho..:, who Öc.'l'.u'all'<l 
thl'lI1ðCh '"-sl1l'h \H)l'k
 t
 '[ol1ll'r's 
Ylllholik are at C\l'l")' one.d COlUuH1I1tl-lmt 
IIIcrl'h to tohet\\" the constant tenor of Catholic il1
tructioll rl'.:Il'ccting it; although 
un hi...toria.11 (':1I1not hI' dis}> 'llScd from brielly alluding to them, in order to I5how 
110\\ hl'I"l'
y pb)'I'(1 the UJlwittiug hanùmuitl to thol"l' \\ hu c.'ulerc.,a through tho 
hl"l';u'h of l'hri..tc.'llIlom. to UH! th., e\j're :,ion o{ .E:ò 'hJlu:-- \\ith au athl'iht loot: 
.it)f
cI ":"uèi,. 1)('holtlill
 in ùi
may the fearCul .1l':-:olatioH. though still OIJdtinatc 
in its allian.'e. '1'11(' dUlngc ,,
 full of Ìt>rror for al1, Lut rebl'11iou... I1ll'll l,re- 
fern.d it tù a IMliu()I1c... 
.. Lord. dOl .tor." ...aill Lu tlll'r's wifl' 011 one ()l'ca
i(ln, .. ho\\ l'oml'i it that uuùer 
the papal'Y ml'1l u:o:..d to pra)' 60 Cern'lltly ILUlI long, wherl'a
 no\\' thl')" I'm) so 

 'Idom :nul \\ ith bl1ch coldness?" "Houbtlc',.' replil'ù Ill'r hU"Ù:LIlII, .. the demon 
prompted them tù practice religion, in order that thc)' might trlll'it in their 
\\ ork
. .. Bu rtoll. after dl'Scribing tIll' harll hl'.Lrtc.-dm'''li of hi
 cOllh'lIlpOr;LrÌl
. amI 
their inscn:,ibilit\. to the butTeriugs of t1w poor, 1'l"Ocl'clls thu : "Tell thu rich man 
that the })oor nrc 
tarving-. reminc.l him that tlll'Y are his bn.thre)}; be 1" CB on 
hi.. \\a1: if thou canst thunder upon him n3 p.}pi
tH (10 \\ ith Ratisfactory awl 
JllPritoriol1s \\ ork 'i, or l)\'r
ua(le him hy thc
(' Jlll'an
 Ill' !'hnll ..an' his 
oul out of hell. 
:tllli Cn'(' it from Imr,ra,tory. t1lc.'u. in un likl'1ihoot.l. ho \\ il; li..teJl and I-La).,..t 
:\othing couhl rl'stmin th..ir reck Ie' , ùeduction of ClH1Sl.
(luen
':) from till' (lo('triuc 
of their teach('rs. .. In this ß
(,," bo.LYS Ful1l'r, "we b('
in to think nH'anly of the 
J or.r
 Praycr. :-;orne" iJ1 not forgi\(' it for thnt pa....
agl' ':1'1 W(' !orgi,"e thelJl 
thnt tr..spa....'J arraill
t u
. ... 1'11(' in!olU1\t' opinion.:c. tIlt' tm)}' !a(.tiou opposition, to 
l1Fl' :L mo(lprn phm ' of the men, introducl'd, it is trnc.'. infinite di:.orlh'r into 
t 11(' ..oci:LI 
tn.tl'. which our nnr, tors h.La ahnndant r(';,,"on to deplor(> for their 
0\\ n 
:\kl"
. for tllt,jr count
y"1:J pl't'I'('(', aJIII for t1t(l caus(' of <:011'8 honor: hut 
though Lut1wr and his pl'crð h:1I1 tht. prl':o:umption to ùl'ny the )JU'rit of good 
work
. \\ hich error form('c1 th' Cah\llm'ß('h, th' dc.'posit of faith \\:lð tuo secureJy 
gltnrllc<l to :ulmit of Vatholì('
, "on that I\c{'ount, t1Jing to tll(' opposite., t'dr('mc, 
1-\0 as to refrain from relying for f'nh'ati(/TI on the lIlI'rits of Christ, as a1l jusl n1('11 
had dOIll' befon' them...t Tho tllI'ological (!uf':-.tion. purely such, \\"a.,') illlh'('I] for 
('\"l"r Bct at re
t hy the c(')('hratcII canon of tIll' council of 'rn'nt on justification, a
 
it Imll bel'n dogmatically d..h'rmil1ec! long h('fore hy the suc('(',,:,in' lh'crf'f's pro- 
I11U1g;lt(,ll in 41ifTf'r('JIt ag('
. which JJlay b(' f"l'n in th(' col1l,C'tioll mado by h eH (Ie 
<<'hartr('s. 
 To c.lt'tl'rminl' it. howpv('r, in relation to history, which is tIt(' point 


l:ullll'l1i,1. oj 
f). t nook III. 
t P,.im.íplt.... of th.. ('III'i..tían Hplíg-ion, .)
 tl". H",'. Lpwis Brittain. 1"P._"nt nf tllf' Fng-Ji...h 
I ",_,. ,I' d""lIh"II
. 
 J"olli... (';11'110"'11". 0"('1"'1. Pal
 X\PIl. 
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that concerns us, let us hear the great yoice of Catholic tradition, trau:5mitted 
through the writings of the father
, of the scholastic anJ mystic authors of the mid- 
dle age:5, and through the liturgy and offices of the church. \Vho could c:5timatl> 
the depths of the mysterie:! of faith! They t:1.U;;ht that there are spirits and ill- 
tel1igences for eyer lost, and left without redem ption: that there are others of hu- 
man kind, to whom not only reùemption is pos
ihlc, but even a degree of g].ry 
lwomised beyond what they would ha\'e enjoyed if they had never fallen. Thp 
Ma.ster of the Sentences supposes that as Satan had sinned without any temptation 
or seducer from without, therefore his sin was irremediable; but that, as the sin of 
man was, as it were, occasioned by another, so by another he hath a remedy. * 
or this whole subject it was dl'emed enough to say, in the word8 of St. Augu8tin, 
respecting original sin, that this "nihil est ad prædicandum notius, nihil ad in- 
telligendum secretius. "t 
,. From the beginning of the world," bays Hugo of St. Victor, "there were 
Christians, if not in name, in fact. There are three kinds of men-men of the 
natural law, men of the written law, and men of grace. From the beginning till 
the end of the world, there wiII nevcr have been anyone justified unless by grace, 
and grace will ne\'er have been gained unless by Christ. "t 
Y on have heard the theologian, now hear the poet of the middle ages; he speaks 
of paradise and says, 


"None ever hath ascended to this realm, 
'Vho hath not a believel' been in Christ, 
Either' befOl'e 01' after the blest limbs 
'Vere nailpd upon the wood. But 10! of those 
'VllO call Christ, Christ, there shall be many found 
In judgment farther off fl'om him by far 
Than sueh to whom hi:; name was never known." 
 


All this is expressed in sublime brevity by the auther of the Quadriregio, (le
 
scribing Christ's descent into Limbo, when he says, 


-" A<.; down the caver'n sÌl'pamed 
The radiance: . Light,' " said _ \dam, .. this, thùt br..athed 
First on me, thou art come, expectpd Lor<l !., 


Let us, finally, hear the preacher of the fifth age, whom some t)uppo
e to he 
t. 
Cæsarius, announcing the S
ll1e doctrine on Easter ;:;uwlay, "Behold. yon ha\ e 
heard what our defender the. Lord of vengeance ha.th done of his own ;lC'cord. 
"'hen like a conqueror, brilliant and terrible, he entered the rl'gions of the king- 
ùom of darkncs.5, at his sight, the impiou::; legions of hel], terrified and trl muling. 
bègan to inquire of ('ach other, 
aying, . Who is this fearful comer, re8ph'nùent 
with the whitene

 of snow? Our Tart.arus hath never beheld hi
 [t'lJow. TIIP 


* Lib. II. Di"tinct. 21. t Op 'IOl'ibll
 Eedps. Cath. cap. 2"!. 
! lIug'o (1., 
t. Yid. dt' 
a('r':llw>ntis, Lib. I. Pal'S. VII. * Parad. XIX 
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\\ or1d hath nl.\t'r \ulIlit,.d into our C:1\eru UU) OIIl' like him. It i
 :Ul imaùer, 
not a debtor, He rl"luire::. he dem:uulii not; \\e behold n ju,l<Tc. not a huppli:Lul. 
lIe cometh to on.l'r, not to obc) ; to plunJer, not to remain. Oi,l our warùcr:i 
!Sleep, wheJl thi:5 conqueror :&ttackl'cl our gates? If he were 

 binncr, lw would 
not be so 1'0\H'rful : if :my impurity utta,'ht'11 to him, he \\ ouhlllot light('Jl our hell 
\\ ith tillch n. In
trt... If hc b' (;011, wlU'rl'Íore i
 Ill' (,'ollle? If lIlall. how ,li,l ht' 
,larc to comt.'? If Ood, wb.\t doth hc ill the g-ran
: I f lUaU. wh)" doth he. dl.li\"- 
cr sinner-.? \\llCllce ClJl1l(';S hl', so hright, 
o 
trong-. bO '" unllrOlld, bO tcrriblt.,? 
\rho is he to haH' pa.....
t.'tl our frontit..rs with l5uch iutrt'pidit
" aud not onl) to 
fl'.,r not our punishl1wnt. but to t.h'Ii\"
r otllPrs from onr chain:;? 
Iay it not he 
him of whom 0\11' princ ' hath 1,\tt"IJ ð:&id, tha.t by hi/) (Ieath \\l' 
houM rCl'l'i\"c the 
I'Dlpirc of th(' worlel 
 But if it be him, the hop' of our prince ha.
 b '('U fru.s- 
trutcù; whcre hc thought to conquer he hath 1)\'('11 t'oUfllH'l"c,I auù on
rthl"Own. (., 
uur prince 
 \\ hat ha..:t thou donc. \\ Imt 
l:
t thuu \\ ishecl to do? BehoM him, 
\\ ho with 1\. light supremo hath dissip.ltcd the clarkne
! bur
t thy tlungeon
. 
broken th
 chains, delivered th) capti\ eg, and changed their mourniug into jOJ 
 
S e ho\\ tho
 \\ ho were nccm;tomecl to gruan hencath our torments, nu\\ illsult U:5 
on acponnt of thc t:'ah utiun which thl')" ha\"c repei\ e(l: awl not only 110 101lg('r 
fear u
 but thrpah'n u
 
 Whu hath C\l'r bt'fore seen till' tll'all triumphing uncI 
the captives tìlleJ with jOJ 
 .. 
h Flluclamcntum ('tit justitia' ficl,'
:' S"1
:" 
t. \mùr
)
\.;* :Ln,1 
t. \ugu8tin cXl're
 
('S tilt' doctrine of the' church thu:-:. H Christ \\as made t:'ill that we JIlight Ùl'COllll' 
ju:-tiL'l'. not ha\ ing our 0\\ Il ju
ticc but that which ('omt':; from God, not ill our- 
:;elvcs but in Christ. ..t \s it \\ a.., how('\-er, c1uefly ag

inst th' ùoctrinc ami pmc- 
tice of the miùdle age's that the ohjection wa.. directed, l('t us pass ull at once, 
\\ ithout multiplying 
ellt('nCf'B from thc holy fatlu'r"" to tIll' tl'stinHHl)" of n ]at"r 
tin1l'. llt'ar. tlll'n, nn a:o:ct,tic author of uui\t'rböl1 reIlO\\ II. (Iurillg thc nge8 hU \l'- 
ht.'menUy accll
ù. "Domin' I> 'us JIll'US," cric
 Thomas:\ 1\,('111 pis. "ill l1li
eri- 
('ordin tua <.:hnt omni:l. olwm mea: et nulla hunt propria nwrita, nisi atlsit tua. pietM 
l't mi:,eratio irnmen
L. Et ha'c ('...t 
pt'S lJW:l et lot:L fhlucia 1111':\,"1 \gain, hear 
Lewi13 of nran:u1a, the c('leùrntcd 
pani
h f)ominic:Ul, cc The JIll'rit of t.he hll'
cd 
,John the 'Evangelist." &\ith })(', "was certainly great and emiUl'nt; but in the 
grcatc
t gifts of God, it is safest to refer an things to his imulPllse grape, from 
whidl l'\'('r)" ht'nefit t1ow:-:. ..
 
"You 
houhl \11Hl('rst:md," hu say
. in his c.lise'oUl's '. on the il1\ention of t1H' 
holy cros:-:, "that :
ll the gi:ts of gracl'. :Lnll nl) the unction of the 1 [oly Rpirit, nr(' 
conferreù upon \18 for the sake nn,1 mprits of our crucified Lor.1. Ill' \"ouchsaf".. 
u:; the graC'e ùy whirh we rise from sin: t}wrpfofl', if W(' risC' from sin, we ri8(, by 
hio..: merit..;. If we retain ju
ticc unto th ' ('Hit w(' rptain it b.y his merits. If" e 


· Lib. O'f. J. c. :?
. t Enchiril1ion, l' 13. 1 ThulII. ,i. KI'mp. Soliloquium. l
;\p. 7. 

 LwJo\'if>" nrf'nat..n.... [n F,....to ll. Joah. E\"an,
. Cundo III. 
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U\"l'rt.:olllc the temptation
 of the ancient enemJ. we on'rcome by his merit
. If "e 
perform any good work, we perform it bJ his merit:-:. If we are kindled ùJ a 
pious desire, we are kindled by his merits. If WI' are not shakrn by any thullùer 
of adverse things, nor puffed up by prosperity, it id owing to his merits. '['hid 
Cross lIlalIc the apostles conquerors of the worM, strengthened the martyrd in their 
trials, instructed confessors with celes
ial precepts, ill uminated (loctor
, constitu- 
ted the purity of yirgins, filled the desert with choirs of monks, amI reJlrwed the 
Pl'rishing world. This was the wisllom of the littll' ones, the light of those that 
sat in darkness, the strength of the combatan
, 3nd the crown of tho;)e that con- 
q uered. ..* 
Hear now Lewis of Blois. "Let e'"ery onr, when about to dir, tru
t in the 
merits of our Saviour Jesus Christ rather than in his own. Let him confiùe in 
His goodnes, and in the prayers of the blessc..1 Virgin )[ary, and in the saints 
and elect of God. Let him propose to himself the bitter passion and death of Uhrist. 
Let !1Ïm call to memory that ineffable charity which compelled him to sustain 
such unworthy things. Let him lose and submerge himself, with all his Rins 
and negligences, in the profound se
L of his immense mercy; and from pure Ion'. 
with a perfect resignation, offer himself to the glory of Gcd as a lh.ing host to 
the Lord. "f 
That all hope of sah.ation was to be placed in the merits of Christ, is shown in 
his canon of the spiritual life. t "All our works and exercisps," he says in an- 
other work, "must be offered to God, by his only Son, to the eternal praise of 
bis llàme; for things which are of themseh"es obscure or less bright, acquire an 
ineffable spìendor and beauty from the mprits of Christ, with which they are JOIl1- 

d and uniteù. ,.
 
St. Catherine of Sienna. shows that no human works can either !'ati:::fy for fin 
or deserve rl
ward, without the affection of charity. and the application of the 
blood of ChriÜ. "Knowest thou not, 0 òaughter, that all the paill
 which the 
soul can silstain in this life, are not sufficient to punish the ll'a
t fault, ::;ince an 
offpnce against the infinite good, requires an infinite &1.tisfaction ; and thercforL'. 
not all the sufferings in this world are satisfactory, but correcti ve. X l"'('rthele
. 
true contrition is satisfactory, by means not of the suffering but of the infinite de:;ire: 
anù, therefore, the works of penance, though finite and òone in time may han
 an 
infinite merit, where the virtue was performed with infinite dl'sire. and the pen- 
alty endured with true contrition. "11 " This most holy contemplatist a.8cribes the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ in the soul, to it::; ha,.ing be('n previously washed in 
his precious bloo(l. "
r 
Henry Suso says. ., Others may console themselves in thp innOCl'lll'l' of thrir 
liTes, or in their great exerc"lsrs :mò. labor
, but I ha.,'e all my hOPl' awl conso- 


'" Ludovic. Grenaten'i. In In\"entione Crucis. Concio I. t Ludo\"ic. BIos. Consol. Pll",illan. 
trap. 3-;. * Ludo\"ic. Blois. Enchirid. Par\'uloruJO. Liù. I. Doc. III. ap. 9. 
II R Cath. Senpnsis Dialog-. Tract. I. cap- :
. --: Ill. ("ap. 4. 
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lution pIac('ù anI laid up in th,' p.lSSÏon of Jcòus Christ, ill IUI5 balll)lacLluu, óLlllll'x- 
}I:ation. aUtI ml'rit
. .,* .John Luu:;pergiu!;, the f'arthu
ian. 
l'.LVI'ti 118 to infer that 
this doctrinl' W

 llniver:"dl
 accepted, for he Ùl':;inh \\ith .. Hincc onc drop of the 
hlooù of l 'hri
t Im:5 mon' ,aIue 1
1ll1 &Ltisfaction than ull human mcrits."t 
,. It is \\ith n pl'rpl'tual thir
t," b.1J8 St. H'rn
u'dinc of :;ienna, "that we mu
t 
do jU:,tiCl', \\ hich impli('s that WI' aro neVl'r tmflieil'ntIy jU!;t. The ju:-öl man nc\- 
cr 8:&)S it is ('nou''''h. but .
h\a'yj l'StCt'IllS hilllJ.:clf an llnprufita.l>ll' 'n-a,nl TLe 
prophet saith. '::Spenmtem in Domino misericordia circllDldaùit ;' he docl:) 110t sa)", 
hoping in his l11l'rits, hut hoping in th" Lorli. ..: 
"110\\ happ'"," erit'8 fatlll'r John de h iJa, thc celebrateù Spani!;h prcacher, ., id 
tilt' man who founds his all upon ,h'811
 Chri...t. li,'in;; to him amI for him. ..
 ,. 1:1'- 
IDemb 'r," he s.'\

, writin
 to a ccrtain noblem,U1, I, that tho cunfìùcnce 
mù COIl- 

olntion of Chri:,tians \\ ho \\ ish to L' B:L\'l'd, must not bo foumlcll on their OW11 
I'trf'ngth or on thl'lr 0\\ 11 wOrld onl)", hut 011 the gracl' \\ hich is gÍ\ell to lid in 
the works anti nU'ri
 of ,JCöus Cll1'i
t; who hy hi!) infinitc goollnCð.'), h:18 willed 
to communicatt, them to uIl "ho by f;1Íth and })l'nitencc ar' subject to him; and 
this it is which alone I'an gi\e us 
Ur.lnco nnd pear-e>. "1 "Tho 
Oll of lioù," 
&L}S nom ('
,Imct, "is the :.uret)" arul the n1l'lliator of all thl' ullianl'('s bch.ccn 
nod nlHl mf'n. Tllt'Y ar!J only m:Llle in \"iew aUII in \ irtul' of the great allli ùi\ ine 
allianc ' \\ hich he hu.i mud, \\ ith our nature in his illcanlation. . · 
Tht' te
timonJ of Ulf' more nnciC'llt writers is 110 It.
 l'xprC',.;' and concurrent. 
,. It is by .T'
n
 Chri-:t," &"1Ys thL. .\ngI'I of the 
chooI "that }J(';L\ocnIJ gifts alld 
gmel's conw to U::I from (;041: it i
 b)' .Jesus (,hri
t. that we bhouIl1 rCl111l'r him our 
thank
:.;i\ ing. in order th:l.t he may ho in all thing"J allli by all things ull'ùiator be. 
t\\ cell (;od .md man." TIll' writing:, of St. Bernar,l and of Pope Innocent the 
 'c- 
ond udllr('
('11 to 
\.h:LiIhrd, are ('qua)}y explicit. rl'milltlin
 mt'll, us the author of 
th(' Imitation of C'hri
t 
ap;. that tlwy 
hl)ut.l nn\'pr think themselves to be of :LilY 
merit on ILccount of J!ooc1 \\ ork:,... It ""hat ou.
ht .
 Chn4iaJl to study and to 
know,llnh'. th.lt in which consists an his good, aU his trl'a.:;UTl'. and all his riehl'b? 
U7,"

 i
 this trpa..;urC' of man, unlC's
 his merit? I Ergo, Po
t(luam in morte l'hri8- 
ti ('st omnp meritl1m homil1i
. 
equitur quo,I totu:- th('..;;mrus homillis ('..;t mortc 
Chriôti. Qui \"lilt ('rgo in ðC habere omncn \ irtlltcm et om 11(' meritum ct omnc 
bonum, recipiat in Be Chri!'ti mortem ('t p.J.&,ione>ßl. ct porh't earn in Sl', et incor- 
l'oret l'am sihi.'" Th('!-l' are thf' wor<h; of Haiml11111 <1(' :-;abundns in his 
 
Ltural 
Tlll'olog)'. eit('(l by C
U"llin:LI Bona. as containing thp prOpt'r am 1)je.-'t of da;}y meù- 
itation at the oflì('e of XOIll's. tt 
,. T liYe in the faith of thc 
on of God, I qui dilexit me et tra.lidit Sl'met ip:mm pro 
Ul(,' .. ar!' the \\ ortIs of the apostle'. from which un ancient ascetic C'onclndes that (" ery 
man 
hollld rpgard tlw cruS::! of ,J<,"'u:-:. :\d if there had been no one cl
c in the 


· Luduvie. Blo
. Con"o]at. Pu
il. t Id. t S. Bf'r. S"IlCIlS. Tom. II I. d,. Bt'dt. 
* Epi!-t. P.u.t 11, l:t 1\ hI. II. Epist. :J:!. C,,],nl't MU' 1(' ". 13 <Ill Chap. IX. cI,'la (;I'nt.
. . 
.. PI' ImiL Lilt. III. (..4. tt D., Di\ojn. }>.;aJ. c"-C',ii. 
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world 1m t himself who hait, 
inned, and that he had died for him alone. * U It is 
on the de.1.th of Jesus Christ that all my hopes are founded," says the unknown 
writer of the middle ages, who composed the manual ascriùed to St. Augustin. 
"The death of Jesus Christ is my refuge and the source of my merits."t Speak- 
ing of the perfection of the graces of Christ, St. Bonaventura says, "This fulness 
of gl'"c1Ce as from the head flows down into aU who approach to him by a right 
faith, or by the sacraments of faith, whether they precl.-ded his advent or fol- 
lowed after it: Christ having in himself the superabundance of grace, bestow8 
the benefit of this grace upon those who come to him."! "The mystery of our 
justification," he says elsewhere, "is signified in the work of the fourth day of 
the Creation, in which God made the sun and the moon, and the stars; for in the 
work of justification, we see the stars of virtue shining in the heart of the justi- 
fied, which derive their light from the sun of justice."
 "Have this for a general 
rule," he S<'1,ys, "whenever yon wish to render God propitious to you, carry in 
your heart the wounds of Christ, and present yourself to the Eternal Father as 
if sprinkled with the blood of his only Son, and he will have mercy on you."D 
ark 
now how this doctrine was carried into practical effect. St. John of the Cross was a 
celestial man, who appeared on the earth like an incarnate seraphim; he perform- 
ed actions of a perfect disinterestedness, and of an almost consummate holiness. 
Nevertheless he refused to recognize one action of his life which did not give him 
cause for fear.. u 'Vhen Jying, in the convent of Ubede, the father provincial, 
seeking to console him 1,y reminding him of his great services in religion, tho 
holy man replied, 'I pray your reverence to speak of nothing but my sins, fùr 
I recall them now to mind, and I know that I have nothing to offer for their sat- 
isfaction but the merits of Jesus Christ."** 
1'0 cut short this present debate, the objectors can be securely challenged to 
produce the life of one saint of the Catholic Church, of whom it is not even ex- 
plessly recorded, when :.tny details are to be expected, a8it is of the venerabJe moth- 
er De Chantal, foundress of the order of the Visitation, that all their hope was 
founded 11 pon the infinite mercy of God, and on the merits of Jesus Christ. tt J us- 
tinian Bergomao was a holy hermit of Cam.:tldoli, who from the desert wrote against 
:Martin Luther. So dear to him were the Jives of the fathers, that he used to ex- 
press his wish that the volume 
hich contained them might be buried with him 
in his grave. 'Vhen dying, he was exhorted, by some who stood near, to take cour- 
age, to whom he :mswereù, "Fathers, though not trusting in my own merits, but in 
the mercy of the 
ost High, be ttssnred that I expect death as a virgin awaits her 
spouse. "11 But even if we were left in ignorance of what these men believed and 


· P. Joan. à Jesu. Maria, Instruct. Novitiorum, III. cap. 2. t Manue], cap. 22. 
t S. Bonavent. Centilo quii Pars III. 
 28. 
 De Reformat. Horn. Exter. cap. 64, 
II S. Bonavent. Stim. Div. Amor. Pars. ID. 12. 
, Dosithée, Vie de S. Jean. de ]a Croix, Liv. VI. *.Id. Liv. VIII. 
tt MarsoHier, Vie de )Iadame de Chantal, Lib. II. p. 220. 3;)4. 
11 Annales Cama]rlu]ens. Lib. LXXIII. 
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perfonned, if Wl' klll'W nothing of thl'ir lives or of their death , øtill no other con- 
clu:;ioll is possibl 
 as to the historical fact, uftcr we Imn:J Ilt'artl tho prayers of the 
church and obscned thc principle of aU her mysteries. In the treatise on th 
 mass 
by Cardinal BOlla, you will BOO how the mind of the priest is wholly b 'nt upon the 
(lcsire of being imml'rgpd in tilt. abY88 of the meril'i of ChrÏ:-.t.. Those who ns- 
sisu.d at the .Eucharbtic 8àCrifiC'.e, find th
 who offercd it up to thu Eternal Father, 
kncw from the Church tlwt. as Carùinal Bonn, 
ys, no disposition of theirs, no in- 
dustry, no \ irtuc, bllt alone the gr.
'{' of God, renùercd thl'm worthy. t 

 The church 
kno\\s." . "Y8 Popu Bcnpùict thc Fonrh,'cnth, in hi8 tn'
iti
 Dc 
a.crificio 'li8fa',t 
exphiining th. words of th, dl1ily l\l'll)Cr, "non meritonlm in
pcctor, B'd \"cnim 
largitor," that Got! YOUCh"lfes beatitude only throll
h interccding merits. and 
that graC'l' .md IMrùon of sins are IwC'('ssarJ for all who arl' admitted into tho 
company of the "\êlints, whirh '\\ithoul our mcriting, are gi,.cll only by Christ our 
Lord, our own merits b 'ing nothing but th' gift of nod's Dll'rcy and grac{'." If 
the church invites her chilùrf'n to perform the works oC penance, it is her prayer 
that "IL
 tl1l'Y d('l')('nll !'.)ll'ly on UH' hope of he:n enly gr.
C'l', tJH'Y may h(' dpfpmleù 
by 'H'lncnly prou>C'tioll. ,.
 If shl' ('ommcmomÌl''i t1wir ha, ing rt'C'(.in_'t1 the gift
 
of the Holy Ghost, it is her praycr that "God would mercifully accomplish what 
he has granted to them, without any merit on their side. "I If she hails the com- 
ing of the ,T ust On(' Rhe hc:'(>('cht's (tod to be app( cL.
f>(l by the praYt'rs und \"ictims 
of their humanit), IUld 8ince they lunc no nll'ritð to plt':l{I. to a

i
t tlwm hy his 
l)rolection throurrh UJ"ir Lord .J' 'n
 Christ... .\t th' (>rul oC cvery pl"a)'cr 8hu 
wlds, that it is otTered through Chri:st. -. ":X on cllim," as Hurandus saith, explain- 
ing thc u

e, II per aliam \"iam aJ n09 3,.tl'rna Dt.i bpnpficin pos-:nnt i!pcurrcre, 
quam per ('urn qui e...t 'ff'diator Dei ct hominulI1, homo ChriRtus Jt'Sl1s.".. 
In the "'pry oflic' which nre Ilccused of militating against this tradition of 
faith, she finds occasion to cxpr(,88 how deeply it: has influenced h('r ",iews of tho 
divine law; for il she wi'lh('s mC'11 to bcli('n' accortling to the judgnwnt of tho 
8\1ht1(' 
cot. who dt'st'r' pel and obtained thl1t titlo for his profound argumcnt on 
that very qt1('
tion, that the Foul of thf' HI -d \
irgin, at the first ill!
tunt of tho 
crc.'),tion and infusion into her body, Wag preserved from the stain of original sin, 
her doctors teach that this," as through the 
fWCißI grace find prÏ\ iJ('gc of God, hy 
the intuition of the merill1l of JeHus Chri:-;t. tt Finany, in commemomting the })IlS- 
sion of thf' holy martyrs, she holds that; their intcrcc:;sion and fi('rits can only 
avail through tho mystery of Christ's atonement, as may be witnp8.
 in what 
she sings on the feRtival of 8t. Clement, Po
, 'lnd mart}r.-Xon meis mf'ritis ad 
TOS mc misit Dominu
, vP8tris .coronis particippm fieri. rrho religious institutions 
also of tho middlc ages not only implied the acccptance of this doctrine, but were 


· De bliss... Ta-.-.ctat. Ascet. c. V. 7. 
I Coli. Sabbat. 11. H('bd. Lf'nt. 
-; 
ecrt't. Sf\cond Sunde in Advent. 
tt Sarda.:na Theo]ogia. tom. IV. 64. 


t De Missa Tr.-.cta1. cap. 2. 3. t L 30t. 
n Sf\cret. Twenty-tJurd Sund. after Pt>ntccos1. 
.. DUI"J.m1i Rationa]e, c..p. 15. Liv. IV. 
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wholly anù expressly dependent 011 it. The life of monks coultl han' had no be- 
ginning if the sa.crifice on Calvary had not been consummated. " "
hocvcr aspires 
to the monaðtic lift'," says Albert the Great, "must, as if with closed eycs and 
senses, refrain from entangling and disturbing himsl'lf with any crea.ture; 
he must retire wholIy unto himself, and regard no other object hut only Jesus 
Christ wounded. "* To the testimony of holy theologians, thus borne out by 
the language of the church, and the object of hl.r institutions, the cvidence of 
history, however, is 110t confined. It shows further, how the Bl'n!òW of the 
people, and the belief of the laity, corresponded with the doctrine, which had been 
divinely transmitted to them. Lo! what is this goodly train which pa:-:ws before 
us? 'Vho is this that rides in such state, armed, though in times of peacp, in 
complete steel, haying at his saddle bow a IU'lmet. and o\'er his mail a coat, pre- 
senting before and behind a great cro
s, on which is writtl'n, 0 how merciful is 
God! followed by a stately company, all of whom bear crosses similarly embroi- 
dered? This is the just and wise Emperor Sigismond, whose ze'11 for the peace of 
the church has prompted him to enter France. You perceive how this di\"ine 
mystery is brought to your recollection, eyen amidst the pomp of secular triumphs. 
In the instructions which were particularly addressed to the laity, we invariably 
find the utmo!t attention evinced to impress it upon them. Thus Iona lays down 
the fundamental principle of salvation through the atonement of Jesus lhristatthe 
beginning of his work, De Institutione Laicali, which was dedi
ated to the count 

Ialfredus, who was one of the first nobles of Gaul under the emperor Charles 
the Bald. t 
Among St. Anselm's questions to be propos{1d to a d}'ing man we read as fol- 
10W8. If it be a la.yman the question is, "Do you hope and believe that you 
may come to eternal sa.1va.tion, not by your merits, but by the merits of the pa
- 
sion of Jesus Christ? "-
\nswer, Such is my hope. If it be a monk, you are to 
ask him, ,. ÇJredis quod Dominus Jesus Christus pro te mortu us est? Credo. Cre- 
dis te non posse nisi per mortem ipsius sa)ntri? Credo. 
\ge ergo dum superSt't in 
te anima: in hac sola morte totam ficluciam tna.m constitue : in nulla alia tu fidu- 
ciam habl'as : huic morti te totum committe, hac so1:.1 te totum contege : hac morte 
te totum involve: et si Dominus Dens voluerit te judicare, dic: Domine, mortem 
Domini nostrì Jesu Christi objicio inter me et judicium tuum: aliter non conteu- 
do tecum." Thus Bpeaks the father of the scholastic theology. Aga.in, to his- 
tory belongs the evidence which can be col1ected from such ancient documents as 
the testament of ::\Iargaret of Lorraine, wife of nenl', duke of ..\lençon. III this, 
after declaring that she recommends her sonl to God her Creator and Hcdeemer, and 
to his blessed mother, to St. 
lichael, and to all the Saints of Paradise, she adds, 
" in order that by the very merit of the dolorous passion of my Creator, and the 


· Albert. '1\Iag. de adhærendo Deo, cap. 2. t Para.vin, Hist. de L}'on. Lib. II. 92. 
t Ionæ Aurelianens. Episcop. de Instit. Laicali, Lib. I. cap. 1. 

 S. Ansplmi Admonitio Morienti 
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prayers of the blt'88e<.l \'ïrgin '[ary, and of all the blessed saints, I may live and die 
in tht
 1101y CatholiC' faith, aUld in tho Jove and cha.rity of God, my :-5aviour and TIt'. 
decmer J<.'sus, in "horn is my whole anll final hope, and on whom ùepcnù.s tho 
beginning and thr end of all rr
Jar observance. ". t;imilar evidence Jocs his.- 
tory supply in recording th(' IStit words of king John of .Arragon, in the year 
1479. "11(" gaz(.d upon the crncifi't anll E>:Lid, .. 0 Creator of the world, omnipotent 
God, redeemer of men, spare mt', thy mo
t unworthy scrvL.nt. )[l'rcy, 0 most 
clemrnt Jcsus, and turn away thy face from my sins, movcò not by my merits, 
which, 0 Lord, are none, but by th)" inrfIable piety and infinite mercy."'f 
The cl'lebmted countess )r:Lthihb r pirl'II with similar words. 


II In cruce nam Chri!õòti sua flgens Û!'tCula dixit: 
Tt' colui ...'mper. med. nunc rogo 
rimin... terge. 
Accipien.. Chri
ti Corpu
 \"('nerd.bil.. dixit: 

f'mper durn '.ixi Df'u
. hoc 
s. t:pem tibi ßxi i 
Xunc in fine ruco me 
h'ans susci
, quæso." 


Such was her conf' '"ion: while th' words of nonizo, her chaplain, aftA:'r relating 
it, show how far "ere the wisc and holy men of those days from expressing that 
presumptuous confil1ence which is no\\ on c';cry tongue when it is a question of a 
80ul Ùt'parting; for he ndds, 


II Sic oran" mi
t mmc h:rc 
:lpi('nt; Comiti
n.: 
QlIanllUd.m cn't.1amll.., Deus hmc quoque hit miseratus. 
Ipsum n.'mo t.mwn f'Clt, qui non po
tuh,t alt.e 
Ut sibi coDcellat Paradlsi gaudia vera." t 


Uf'ad<,r, I urn "ell pleu..:('(l to hat'ü rt'!'(-r\T,d for this pla('o tho letter of Angelo 
Politian to J

mcs AntiquariuB, in which he relatcB the death of Lorenzo de .Me. 
dieis; for though we rcviewc 1 in a former book the character of death in relation 
to bl('R,...;ed :'IVrrow, the la
t word:i 
nlll 8f'tions of that great man wero so imbu{'{l 
with thc Elpirit of this diviuf' dodrillt'. that the claim or thc pres{'ut argument to pos-- 

 their evidence -ms to outweigh e\ery other. I( .Finding the moments critical, 
Lorenzo," saith hl', "ß8 n man always most cautious, had, as you may suppose 
nothing morr at h...lrt than to 
elHl for the phy
ician of :'Ioul
 to whom he con- 
fe
l'(l. according to the Christian rit<,. all the faults of his life. 1 heard a person 
who was pre
l'nt say, that he never behelJ any thing more incredible than the 
constancy of the m.L1l at his death, than tho imperturbtLble E,crenity with which 
h.., called to mind tht' pa..;t, di
pcn8cd the pr{':,ent, and pro\ iÙNI for the future. 
About midnight ho was told that the priCðt Wag coming with the sacl"'.J.ßlent. .. Far 
be it from me,' he cried, 'far be it from me to sufler that my Jcsus, who mado 
me and reùeemed me, should enter thi8 bcd-chamber. Hai
(' mo up, I implore 
you, raise me up, that I may be carried forth to meet my Lor(l;' and &0 l"'.J.ising 


· Dacht'T. 
piciJf'gil1m, Tom. V. t Lucii. 
I:\rinei Su'uli df' J{f'hu.. Hi"pani.e, Lib. XVIII. 
t Vit...'\ 'fathild. Lib. II. 
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himself up as well as he could, and sustaining tho weakne8.i of his body, by the 
force of his mind, between the arms of his servants he was horne into tho hail, 
where sinking down on his knees and weeping, he spoke these words: 'Dost 
thou deign, 0 mild Jesus, to visit this thy ßIOst wicked servant: what do I say, 
servant? Nay, rather thy enemy, and inùeed thy most ungrateful enemy, who 
bast 80 often offended thy majesty, notwithstanding 80 many benefits conferred 
upon him. 0 by that charity with which thou ùost embrace the whole race of 
men, through which thou didst come down on earth, taking upon thyself our lm- 
manity; by that charity which compelled thee to suffer hunger alUI thir::;t, and 
cold, and heat, and labor, and scoffings, and contumely, and stripes and blows, 
and lastly, death and the cross; by that charity, I implo
e thee. 0 Je
m;, to turn 
away thy face from my sins, that when I shall stand before thy tribunal, to which 
I now feel myself cited, not by sins, but the merits of thy cro
::; may be recom- 
pensed. 0 may thy most precious blood, good Jesus. prevail in my cause, which 
thou didst shed to restore men to liberty upon that altar of our redemption.' 
After these "ords, which he pronounced weeping, while all that were present 
wept, the prIest ordered him to be raised and placed upon his bed, that he might 
administer to him more conveniently, which he for a while refused to suffer, but 
in the end, rather than appear disobedient to hi::; ::;unior, he permitted it to be done, 
and then after similar words, he recehoed the body and blood of the Lord. ..\fter 
a while he begau to console his son Peter, who alone continued prcsent, and gave 
him, as I heard, sage advice, and al1 that he said was full of singular wisdom amI 
holiness. When I entered the room he stretchell out his feeble arms &'lying, , Ah, 
my Angelo ;' then he caught and pres::;ed closely both my hands. I endeavored at 
first, turning my head aside, to conceal my tears and sobs, but finding it impos- 
sible, I threw myself into a recess of the chamber and gave the reins to my sor- 
row. I soon, however, resumed strength anù returned, when he asked where 
was John PicHs of )Iirandula? and I replied that he had remained in the city 
fearing lest his presence should be troublesome; 'and,' said he,' I ought to fear lest 
it might trouble him to come so far, and yet I would fain see and speak with him 
before I die.' i::;o I sent messengers. and he came immediately. 0 good God, 
with what humanity, with what blandishment8 did he receive him! Ill' asked 
his pardon for having sent for him, and told him that he did so through love, 
for that with his face, as with that of a most dear friend, he desired to 
atiate his 
dying eyes. rrhen for some time, he conver
l'd familiarly, and even playfully, 
with us, saying that he wished h(' could have finished his librar,y. "'hen Jerome. 
the holy friar and preacher of celestial doctrine, entered and c\.horted him to 
hold the faith. he replied, that he held it entire. As he was lea\ ing the room, Lo- 
renzo said, 'Stay, father, your benediction first ;' and then with head bowed ÙO\\ïl, 
and a countenance full of religion, he received it. lIe rept'ated the responses with 
such composure, that you would suppose it was the others, and not Lorenzo, who 
approached dl,:tth. Such evenness of mind did he evince to the last, that \\ hen 
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OfllO one offl'ring food, ß.."kl'll him how ho likel! it, 'as a dying man,' \Va,:) his re- 
ply. Finally, t'mhru.cing 1,11 with afTl'etioll, und a..:king pardon of (':1('h if he had 
cycr E}>okl'D a harsh word to him eluring the }):lin of his 6icknCô.i, ho dpsireù them 
to recit the pra}"l'rs for tho recommendation of n soul. At the Oospcl relating 
till' IM-ISion of VJu'i-;t he rl'lw:Ltl'd the wOl',h:, at OIW time silently 010\ ing his lips, 
allli "t anotht'r raising up his weak t'}'e8. :md &>1l1l'tillle8 milking t:iO'ns with his 
fingers to t"<prl"" what ho felt. .\1 last the silver crucitÌ\:, magnificently adorn- 
ed "ith gems amI pearls, being placctl hl'Íorc his C) cs, looking on it and kissing 
it ho c'tpirl'd j a mall born to the highl'....t stah', aIHl who nmi,lst t1w glH'sts amI 
tidos of ftuctuating fortUllt', Hhowed l4im
l'lf so modl'ru.tl' that it wouhl bû difficult 
to 
n'y, whether in pro
pl'rity 110 appt'urt.d more just, or in 
uhersitJ more mag- 
nanimous. Of intelligence so ncntl' and profound that he b emed to cxc .1 equally 
in all things, and of \ irtue flO pmin('ut that prohit.r, justicl', anI} faith, secm in 
tht' t'4imution of ull men, to h:L\ e chosen hi:oõ bn'asl for their ù \\ t'lling-pl:
p and 
for their tt'mpll'" ... 
II
rc is an aùmirable narrative, read('r, but it only supp1Ïes an instance of the 
t'fIects of the Catholic doctrine of ju
tification, :md \\"(' may rt'col1ect that all the 
(.'tarnpl('s of holy th'ath in tht' mitldll' U 4T l'S, rl'cordl'ci in:L former book '\crc' t'imil:Lr. 
If Wl' pa' to the writings of the l('arned ml'n who were mfult distinguished for their 

wmiratioD of th' Dllci('nt philo'ophy, v.e find this doctrine laid down "ith the 
utmo-:t precision, 88 in the Look of 'farsiJil1s Ficinus de Christianu. Ueligione. t 
Sor ia it unknown in tho f('gioJls wh('re till' mU:oC8 t:oar. for t1w C:Ltho1ic poets 
took C:Lrc Umt it should be procIaimc.t1 in .solemn yer '. I )ante t'''pr
ly introùucCB 
it into the 
Yenth c"nto of his I'ar.ldis.., \\ herc' with thl'ologil'al accuracy it is 
stated and c'tplained. "'[un in him Q l'1f, had e\"l'r laek<'ll till' nH'an:i of Futisfaction. 
Sl1('h is tho Il'8@on t:mght to him in tilt' hli:-::-:flll ôpat...:. \\ here an' nOlle who plal'
 
obtained for merit of t1ll'ir cm n; allli man hatl nLinly tried out of his own suf- 
ficiency to puy the rigid debt; for justic' c'"cry method else 'Were- aU too Beant, 
bad not the 
on of (iotl hmuhle,l himN..lf to put on mortal fll'f:h...t Tu:o,.,() in like 
IIl:Ullll'r allml('s to it \\ }wrc he rt'pr, ,,('nts the lu'rmit conn.r:-:ing with Hinaldo. 


.. · 'I)" lord,' he 
aid, · )"our tra\"P]<; wondrous a
. 
Far IIO.Vl' }"on !'7trayed, 
'rrpd, wantlf'r'll far: 

Iuch are ,you bound to Hod, .
bO\'t., ,,,'ho hwught 
You safe from false Armida's clmrJlll'd hohl ; 
Yl't may.
t thou not, pollutpd thus \\ ith :o.in, 
In his hig-h service w"
r or fig-ht bf'g'in : 
The world, tlH' flf'sh, with their inft'l't ion.. vj]p 
Pollui' thy thoug-hts impure, th
' 
pi('it 
tain ; 

()t p\), not G :tnl.. '-''', not sf'\.('n-llloutJ 1f'1I :\ ill', 

ot the wide !-..3,.... can wa...h thl'l' elf'an :lh.un 
Only to pUl'g-e all fault.'i which tllt'f' tlt,tilt', 
His blood hath powf'r ,\ ho (01' thy "ins wa... "lain:" 


· _\n
elo Politian, Epbt. Lib. IY. t Cap. 
ft. ! Par'ad. VII. ar\ll XXXII. 
 X'.lII. 7. 
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In fine, even the material monuments of the middle agl's would be sufficient to 
prove that the whole world had been imbued with the spirit of this divine doctrint
 
of mercy-tempered justice which Rufinus supposes to have been known to the 
Egyptian priests amI philosophers, who, in their hieroglyphics, by the figure of 
a cross expressed, he 
ays, the hope of future salvation. Churches, palaces, 
thrones, sceptres, banners, panoplies, trophies, tombs, all would be unintelligible 
without this key At the mention of tombs, reader, mcthinks I see you beckon 
to me as OIle who woulù say, here let us pause a while. It is true the ancient 
sepulehrcs, with their inscriptions anù emblems, are most worthy of being ex- 
amined if it were only from a considera.tion of the direct evidence which they 
furnish to the belief of men: well then let us examine a few, and confirm onr 
annals by this testimony from the dea(l. The tombs of the unjust proclaim that 
the hope of their tenants was in their own virtue. rrhe heretics of the middle 
ages, generally took care that posterity should be ma.de acquainted with their 
merits. The emperor Frederick the 
econù, buried at 
Ionte neale, near Paler- 
mo was commemorated on his tomb hy his natural son, )lanfreò, in these terms: 


" Si probita!'t, sensus, vit.tutis gratia, intellectus. 

obilitas ori" pos::,pnt rpsistp.'e morti, 
Xon ford extinctus F.'eùericus qui manet intus.". 


No such style of fond sepulchral flattery is traced in Catholic epitaphs. E
- 
amine, for example, the marble tomb of Juni'ls nassus, which was founò in the 
Vatican cemetery under tlH' confe
sional of St. Peter in the year 1595, when the 
time-worn pavement was disturbed. On this is exquisitely c.'uved many his- 
tories of the ancient and the new testament which all have relation to the redemp- 
tion of man by the blood of Christ. The sacrifice of Abraham, the brazen serpent, 
and the scare-goat, appear on many of the ancient 
a.rcophaguse:), found in the dif- 
ferent cemeteries, which may be seen representerl in any of the works which treat 
on subterraneous Home. X 0 one necd be told what symbols are fouilil in the 
cathedrals and other churches of the middle age. The brazen effigy of IIeribert, 
archbishop of 
Iilan, in the eleventh ('entury, on his tomb which is in the church 
of St. Dionysius in that city, is placed a.t the foot of a.n image of the &viour's 
cross. The epitaph ends with these lineß : 


" 
unc tumulor servus ser,'orum, Christt" tllorllm : 
Pro meriti... horum, tibi digne complacitorllJll 
Sanguinf>, qnæso, tuo, mihi tu misere.'e redempto." 


The old inscription on the tomb of Adelhard. founder of the ca.theclral of Ferrara, 
ended thus,- 


"Per meritum Ch..i"ti requiem d"poscimus i-;ti." t 



lark the ancient epitaph on the tomb of lillhan 
[a.nr, in t1ll' monastery of 


'" Italia 
a('rn, Tom. IV. 10i. 


t III. tom. I. 516. 
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St. Alban, in the chapel of bt. BOllirnce at 
aJcnce, in which hiB body was laid 
to re$t afh'r ruling till' IIhh('y of {1'u1dl
 during tW('JÜy ypar8, and the see of May- 
cncc nine. 


" Xunc e):o te ex tumulo, frater diJcctf', juva'1do 
Comrnende.. (,hri
to nit' ut prt'cibtt
 Domino, 
Judicis" 'rni me ut grcllia. saln
t in R'vum, 

 0 m('ritull1 u.,()icicn
, s '<I ()il,tati
 opus. 
Ilrnhen nrl11(>f' mihi nompn, cui lectio dule
 
Divin:t' ]t'
is M'mpt'r ubill1'" fuit
 
Cui Dt'uS ornni()ot"I1!i tribuat C(p]t',t ia rt'Jrn., 
Et "'r.un ft'CluiclU bCmp.'r in u.r
' Polio" · 


. 
Rcal! now the epitaph on till' tomh of Batholl Fril'lius, 1& c('ll'òr:.Lted phi10t:;0phcr 
of the ninth century, and lnehhishop of L'trpcht. compo
wd by himsclf 


.. E:o.urie... t4", (,h...:o.t., Dt'us, sitis "tllul' \"illl'ntii 
Jam modo 
rnalt''\ rne vct..
t t' 'dap..
. 
D., rnihi te ,csci, tc poturn h.mril"(' 
lutis, 
Unicu" ignot.
 tu ('ibu
 
to ,iæ. 
Et quem long" f.'rne
 errantf'm arnbf'..it in orbe, 
Bune !.ati.L \ ultu, P:,tri
 irna
o, tuo. 


o D 'u' omnipotf'ns, cujU'i pit't..it.. n'd.'mptus 
Hubc;i
tit mundu', (Iua g-en.'r.1.tus homo, 
He...pice me mic;erum Iwccati mol... 
t\atum 
Et Ilirnio IJl'I.."':o.uJIl ponl].'re, Chri:o.tf', ""-:I.. 
En.'ptUlllllllt' l:,PJ"t'g-i:. thr., d., 
or1t' rnini
tri. 
Juùicis inter 0" ,
 tt'l11por' 
i t, tua.s:' t 


ù
tly, h..ar how the' Ie "iHt of Bolo(rna, in the tin1l' of Frt'ùl'rick tlw Firnt 18 
commemoratc...1. 


.. Tr.Ln
iit ut ,iv:,t mundana' I,'
d
 alumnu'i ; 
::\101'8 sit ci r('tluies. ultima ,"it;., 1.> 'u,. 
U rbi' honor, mundi 
1)4'culum, ja{...t hi., U 
olinus : 
Chri,tus qui nO\"lt par"c"n>, pareeit t'i," 


But not merl'ly t-olllL
) all the nu
teri

1 mOIlUIDl'nts of tl.. middle aged Lore 
wit III 
 to t11l' ulliwrsalitJ of this Caith for no place w.

 lert without this 8Jmhol ; 
and tho crQb8 \\ ould nm er 11m e Ll'l'n tho ohject lIIost familiar to ull ('Jes, exhib- 
itcd continuaUy untler every p()&)iblc ,-ariety of &l,o'),:)ocia.tioll, if there had not been 
a knowledge of the ùoctrin(' which it signified. "lIe who places his trust in the 
mY:5tery of thl' cro...
" n:LJ:J 
t. Ih..;jl, "lIIaJ truly be o..Lid to have found the cr088 
of our Lord with holy Hclcna ;.. .. Cor," ;LIllIs Louis of Grenalla, "this is spiritually 
to find the crob.:J of Ollr Lord. For it \Vouhl ha\"' bt'cn of no avail to find tho 
wood of the cross unl(::-
 we found also the mystl'rJ unt! philo ophy of the cross, 
which consist.. in this hopt' antI in this 100"c. "t Look hack now through th(' tide 


· ITi..toria FultJensis, Pars III. t Hurlæu
, IIi..tor'. V'ni\'('r.--it. Pari
i('n"'" Torn. L 
t Ludov. Gr.ma!. in In n'ntion." S. f'ru('i, ('ondo III. 
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of tImes, and hear Raban Maur teaching in verse and prose the theology of the 
holy crOQB. 


"0 crux, quæ surnmi es voto dedicata. trophæo I 
o crux, quæ Clu'isti es claro bcneùicta triumpho r 
Te Patriarcharum ]audabiJis actio signat, 
P]ebsque prophf'tarum rlivino tlamine jussa, 
Agmen ApostoJicum pandit tua rite trophæa, 
Martyrum et ipse chorus effuso jure cruore 
En ar"{ alma crucis, en fabrica facta salutis, 
En thorus hic regis hæc conciliatio mundi. 
Signa crucis Christi Seraphim cæ
p
tia monstrant, 
Distentisq,ue alis brachia tensa notant. 
Crux sacra, tu æterni es RegIs victoria Chl'isti, 
Est orbi toti Domini quoque passio vita.. 
In cruce lex Domini decoratur luce corusca, 
Gentes et ling-uæ sociantur laude sacrata, 
Crux æterna Dei laus, vi vis in arce po]orum. 
Crux, superis placita es. Crux, hinc es navita. mundo, 
Rabanum memet clemens rogo Christe tuere, 
o pie judice." 


"The passion of the cross," he continues, U sustains the heavens, rules the world, 
penetrates hen. By that the angels are confirmed, the people redeemed, the ene- 
mies overthrown: this the ..\.uthor of all provided and constructed that in it he 
might restore aU things and reunite all things by Jesus Christ our Lord. 0 truly 
good and holy cross of Christ, who can rightly tell of thee or worthiIy recount 
thy praise! Thou art the pious discloser of 
elestial secrets, the sacred 
guardian of the mysteries of God, the fit dispenser of the sacraments of the church. 
On thee the angels gaze, accumulating their joys: from thee men learn the right 
of their &'tlvation; in thee the inhabitants of hell perceÏ'\e the just retribution of 
their fraud. Thou dost renew the past, illuminate the present, foreshow Ule future; 
thou dost seek what was lost, preserve what is found, restore the fallen, and di- 
rect them in the way of peace: thou art the victory of the eternal king, the joy of 
the celestial hosts, the strength of the inhabitants of earth; thou art the remis- 
sion of sins, and the way of the just; thou art the remedy of the sick, the help of 
the laborers, the refreshment of the weary; thou art the state of those that believe 
weU, the security of those that work well, the habit of those that persevere 
weU; and whatever worthily can be thought of the redemption of the world
 
whatever praise can be uttered by the tongues of men and angels, is properly 
applied to thy honor; for' whatever is praised in thee is ascribed to Christ 
crucified. To thee, 0 Lord Jesus Christ, I offer humble prayer8, that thou wouldst 
deign to inspire me, a sinner, so that I may sing the honor of thy holy cro
s
 
and preach to my fellow-servants the truth of Ollr common salvation. K or doth 
the consciousness of my own sins refrain me from this undertaking, but rather it 
giveth me confidence, because in this song I celebrate how thou hast destroyed 
the kingdom of sin. and granted parrlon to the whole world. Iran, yencrable 
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('ro
 of trod, than urt till' \\ i...dom a11l11ight of the orb of world
! llow much more 
\\orthy of bl"ing stJll'tl " thronc imperial than un ill:-trnml'ut of 
en ill' torture, 
sinc' our .Emperor and King by thee ucquircd 1
1l powl'r in IIl'SH'1l unù on carlh, mer- 
cnme his ellemi
'8 mIll rt'del'llll'd a world 
.. This is Irom the wondrous book on 
the tIll'Olog) of tIlt.' cro
, \\ hich I:aban 
laur 8('nt to the l'mperor [.A'wil:l and to 
the Pah,tilw
. ...\lld what wonlæt can morc ell.arly e
prl' that hUl1 fT ('r of grace 
y, hich lkrl1ßrtlinc of t:>il'nna i5ho\\ 8 to b ' an clement in that \\ hich &:t.ks ju
tice, 
allli which, accordiug to the promi
 of Chri,t, \\.-.8 to be filleù? To remain ßny 1011- 
g'l'r. theft'forl', on this 8ubjl'Ct. \\onM. be un uunt"'t.( ..ary ,1day. Perhaps I lunc 
ulrl.
dy p. ...d bt.')onli tIll' btn.teh of . dulgl'IlCl'. If hi.:tori{..,} truth could Im\"o 
ht'cn ot111'rwi
 tJcfentled, it would (',.rtainly haw been bcUt'r to ha \ e ut once turll- 
l.d U\\ 3Y from t11{'se 
tale objl'ctioJl
, and imitated the royal ùi
po...ition of the lioll, 
which pn'YI5 on nothiu T that Bl'em:; lIl.ad, 
\ on can 1l0\\. I trll
t, rl',ich'r, form tHlch ju,lgml'ut of thu ugcs of faith in re- 
gan.I to the hunger und thif"t ufter that trul' und hihh' t L 'uuty \\ bich, 113 St. Augus- 
tin l:Iaith, is jU
tit"'. · You ha\ l' hl'ani in part till' t
..,timony of hi:o;tory rl'ôpectillg 
those throughout thl' earth \\ ho Lt..lil'\ ell in ('hribt, 8t'pamlt'll from the \ iccs of the 
world, and from the durklll'b.i of binul'
, r' lOft.d to gr.u'c. awl ttððOCiated .... ilh 
:-anctity. Such Wß.::J th
 l&t :
gl', \\ ho:-,. coming- the Jlobh' )1äntuun proclalOll,,'(,1 
on the 8uthoritJ of Ii my
tic
 alill ll
 him, lIouhtle:o:-, unintclligible b\mg; thus 
aros and Tl,\Oohl'c.I that great ord('r of n
e8 r4'f'alJill ó th(' :-;aturnian king- 
dOIll
. bt.holtling a rl'IlO\ atl.t! \\ orltl, jUtill<' ' rl.turnl.J, tilllCð of primcval innocence 
r' tore(l, and ß new race ùC8Cl"nde(1 from aLo\l
. For who Illu:st not be agreed 
with till' Chri
tlaIl platoni
t of FloreJlCl', t in belif'\Oing that th\:,' predictiolls rcfcr- 
red to UIl' pu rgnlioll of minds, find to t hl' d()ctrÍ1ll'
 81111 justicc of ('hrit)t whil'h were 
to uboli
h the \e8tig('t; of till' ancient fnuul; that h) the ofT
pring of this kind 
\\ hich Wlb to L .hold heroes mixoo with 
Od8. and to b' seen bJ them, and which 
\\..uJ to got'crn the unit'ersal "orld, \,. If implil.d not the po
tcrity of n Pollio, a 
pri\ate citiæll to \\ ho
(' infant 
on so prudent amI motle:-t u poet aq the gn'at sov- 
ran of the p""roral 
()ng, \\ ouId IIC\ l'r 1m, e upplil'(t 
l1ch Ii h) bl.'rbole, but tho 
gl'ncmtion of tho" that 
ul'ht through hi'i l't(.rnal bOn th'" God of Jacob, who 
,vere to h3t'e angels ministers, and a legishtor 0' cr them constituted by God, 
that th(' natiOllð might know tlu
t they \\ere m('n-words strictly fulfilled whl'll 
the "holo \\or1d, .tð tho church declarc:'!, c,,"}>cricncC',l and beheld the fallcn raised, 
"hat was oId rencwed, and all things in part fC:3torl.J to their pristine form, by 
him from whom thc) took their beginning. Such '\\.l8 the generJ.tion of the meek 
when dirl'l'teù by him in jutlgmcnt, ami taught his \\ a)"s '\\ hl.n their humilitJ and 
1abor \\ero sc.....u by him and .J,11 thpir sins remittl'tl. huch, in fine, \\a.i tho 
Catholic society during agcs of faith, militant, not triumphant, in communion 
with Goo suffering on earth, affiictcd, therefore, in great 1abors in peri1s amiilllt 


· Tmctat. in Ps. li. 


t 'Iarsil. Ficin. De Chrh.tia.13o Re]j
one. cap. 24. 
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false brethren, infirm on beholding infirmity, burning at the scandal daily wit- 
nessed, having tu endure many things, to deplore many things, but notwithstand- 
ing all disorders, and all the vicissitudes and calamities incident to its mi
hty 
8tru
gle so glurious and so just. 
In this argument we ha\-e only fol1owt'd the course adopted by philosophers 
in their study of the sciences, whu, from a multitude of observations made at 
ditferent intervals, ani ve at their conclusion re
pecting the generalla \vs ( f all 
physical phenomena. If single obsen'ations should give a result slightly dif- 
ferent from that to which the generality lead, they conclude, without hesi- 
tation, that the fault is theirs, the error in their observation, and that the even 
line is the general law; so have we determined the direct mow'ment of the 
middle ages in relatiun to the sun uf justice, frum a series of observations, the 
inequality and errors of which, taking separately, are compensated hr their 
accumula liun. 
In conclu::iiun, it falls not to the historian's office to show how the third ob- 
ject of the hunger after justice, which is that of glory, which the blesseù suffer 
ill celestiú.l glory, in whom is always the desire, not penal of what is absent, 
but beatific of what is }Irt'sent, was fulfilled to the generations past, for that 
wuuld lead him beyund the limits uf earth and time, to speak of things 
hea venly and eternal. It will be sufficient to hear a TIernardine uf Sienna, 
briefly declare what hunger and fulllt'ss must have been theirs, when he says, 
that, H in the intelligence there will be a thirst after the divine vision, which 
will be satiated by seeing God; in the memory a thirst after divine security, 
satisfied by th9 promise of possessing God, and all things in God for eyer, ac- 
cording to the "
ords of Christ, 'et gaudiulll -:pstrum nemo toIlet a vobis;' and 
in the will a thirst after divine love, which will be satiated in beholding the 
end of all consummation in the act of the will, to which as nobler than that of 
the intelligence, is annexrd the joy of inebriation from the flllness of his house 
and from the ton'ent of his pleasure. Thus are we to understand the last 
sounds-' non esurient neque sitient ampliu
'" 
As swimmers are often carried down with the stream a long way before they 
can reach thp shore, so have I suffered myself to be borne along by this discourse. 
Yet I bave not indulged in any wanton digression, but the force of the 
ubject it- 
self carried me away; and if I Rhouhl h
we returned to things that had been be- 
fore considered in relation to the meek. their no less intimate connection with jus- 
tice compelled me to do so.. It wa<; one on which it was difficult to speak pas- 
sably well; for he that had acquaintance with it will think that I have not said 
enough, and he who has no knowledge of it will suppose that I ha\'e been guilty 
of exaggeration, :l\lureover, the knowledge of such histories and monuments as 
have been cited here, belongs not to all men alikt" for as Clemens Alt'
anc1rinus 
says, "Some men only see the hody of the writing, the letters, and names, as it 
were, the body of :\Ioses, but others discern the mind and tlHlughts which art" 
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con\cyed uml{'r theBe' mmll'B. They Bl'C, as it \\ere, the angels that co-operatcd 
with )I06C8.". But, for the Birth vision ha.stcneth to an end, }lCre break we off, 
content with the general impressions which must have bcen produced by this 
'"88t spectacle, without seeking at the end to present any other recapitulation but 

hat may be gathercJ from tho indistinct, blissful sounds-the short transcen- 
dent fragmelltd proclaiming an eternal victory, that seem to float around us. How 
could we coolly return to review and analyze with the art of a cautious and ambi- 
tious rhetorician, tho pageantry of heaven's grace which we hayO in a manner 
partiaUy beheld! 14 Domil1l' domine Doster: quam admimbiIe est nomen tUUIll in 
unÏ\etijU term! II Headl'r, you ha\c ir the" wordä tho recapitulation, tho best 
epitome of tho whole argument. The vision dies as it were away, and yet the 
sense of sweet that sprang from it still remaineth in the heart. As we close this 
book, which tens of the long thirst appeased, mcthinhs a song angelic is he<lrd, 
amI holy, holy, 1101y, accordant with tho just triumphant a reno\.ated world 
eIDgs.. 
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